Pai Thanh Twu Gia Ton Dtc Tong Khach Ba
(Mahasiddha Je Tsongkhapa)

Do Lama Thubten Yeshe thuyét giang

Trong thé gidi tri thitc phwong Tay thi cch thitc dién giai thong thuong cho rang Lama
Je Tsongkhapa (Lat Ma Tén Ptc Tong Khich Ba) [So T6 dong truyén thira Gelug] chi
la mot giang sw. Nguoi phwong Tay khong nhan biét ra dwgc rang ngai 1a mot du gia su
vi dai, mot hanh gia vi dai, va la mot dai thanh tyu gia (mahasiddha). Thuc ra, ditc Lama
Je Tsongkhapa da giang day va trudce tdc nhiéu vé mat dién hon ca kinh dién, nhung boi
vingai khong pho bay khia canh thanh tyu ciia mot dai thanh tyu gia, nén nguwoi phuwong
Tay c6 cdm nhan rang ngai chi thuan tay 1a mot nha tri thic.
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Cé mot s8 ngudi nghi rang Gelugpa — nhitng ngudi tu theo treong phéi Gidi Duc
(Gelug), nhitng moén d6 cta dic Lama Tsongkhapa la nhitng nguoi khong tu theo 16i
thién vo tao tac [y noi thién Dai thu an hay thién Dai vién man], vi du 1a nhu thé. Ho nghi
rang chi ¢4 nhitng truong phai khac méi thién dinh theo phuwong thic d6, va ho cho rang
ngai Lama Tsongkhapa pha nhan diéu nay, r6i chi truyén day lai duy nhat cach thién
dua trén tri 6c [theo luan ly] va phan tich. Toi da tiig nghe nguodi phuong Tay néi rang,
“Cac mon d6 dong Gelug lac nao cing van dung tri 6¢, lic nao cliing dong nao.” Diéu
nay khong phai la sy that. Ban biét ddy, diéu nay khong phai su that.

Ngai Lama Tsongkhapa da titng la mot thién gia vi dai ngay ti khi 1én muwoi may tudi.
Va ngay tir thoi nién thiéu d6, ngai da khong mang trong nguoi nhitng chirng bénh nhuw
chung ta. Khi ngai gap phai mot van dé nho nho nao d6 [mot can bénh so sai] thi ngai c6
thé ty chira lanh. Khi gap phai lut 16i hay tuyét 16, ngai tung mot 10i cau nguyén, va roi
moi thit sé ngitng dit. Néu ban doc ti€u st ctia ngai, ban sé thay rang dtc Lama
Tsongkhapa la mot dai thanh twru gia vi dai.

Dai 1&é Cau Nguyén (Monlam), 1a mot 18 hoi cau nguyén vi dai duoc thiét 1ap tai ngay thu
dd Lhasa vao 1& Nguyén DPan Tay Tang hang nam, da dugc chinh dtc Lama Je
Tsongkhapa khoi xuéng. Ching ting ni va cu si tir khap cac truyén thdng Phat gido Tay
Tang khac nhau déu van tap dé€ cung dang pham vat cing duong va tung nhitng bai cau
nguyén. Vao dip dai 1&é Cau Nguyén Monlam dau tién, cé v6 luong vd s& nhitng ngon
dén bo da duwoc cting duong. Roi thi, mdt ngay no, hang ngan ngan ngon dén bo trong
ngoi ty vién da hoa thanh mot vom ltra 16n. Ngay sau dd, con chay da bdc 1én khong thé
ché€ ngu duoc, va moi nguoi vo cung s¢ hai rﬁng ngoi te vién cd thé sé bi chay rui. Ho
chay di tim ngai Lama Tsongkhapa va kéu khdc, “Cac pham vat cing duong ctua ngai sé
thiéu rui ngdi chuia nay!” Dttc Lama Tsongkhapa ben ng6i xudng, ngai nhap dinh, va roi
bdng chdc, tit ca nhitng ngon Itta déu tat ngtim, vi tat ca déu bi thoi tat boi mot ludng khi
[gio]. Diéu nay da xay ra do boi cong phu thién dinh ndi hoa cua ngai. Nguoi Tay Tang
chting t6i tin rang xuyén qua céng phu thién dinh vé ndi hoa ma ban c6 thé lam chu dugc
t& dai [bon nguyén t6 dat, nudc, gio, ltra] ctia chinh hé thong than kinh (ban tiéng Anh:
nervous system) [tirc hé thong kinh mach vi t€ bén trong than thé ban], thi ban ciing ¢
thé ché nguw dwoc cac nguyén t& bén ngoai. Pttc Lama Tsongkhapa chang can dén mot xe
chtra ltra [hay chtta chay] binh thuong; do ngai da c6 duoc chiéc mdy dong co chira lira
bén trong nén nhitng ngon Itra bén ngoai déu hoan toan tat ngum. Diéu nay ching to
rang ngai Lama Tsongkhapa la mot nguredi da chirng ngd vo cting tham hau. Ngoai ra, vao
ngay luc d6, ngai cling da cam ting duoc tdm muoi bon vi dai thanh tyu gia trong khong
trung ngay trén thu do6 Lhasa.

Ngai Lama Tsongkhapa chang hé thiu nang liec than giao cach cam. Mot lan no, ngai
dang an cu tai mot thién that nhoé, noi d6 cach xa moét dia diém [dac biét] khoang d¢ 30
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phut. [Dia diém dac biét nay] la noi ma sau nay tu vién Sera da duoc dung lén do sy cd
van ctia ngai. Thoat nhién, ngai bo di va chang ai biét vi sao. Vao cting ngay hom d6, cé
mot s6 nguoi duoc Hoang D€ Trung Hoa gii dén; vi da nghe danh ctia Lama
Tsongkhapa nén Hoang D& mudn voi ngai qua Trung Hoa va nhitng nguoi nay da theo
ménh 1énh cua Hoang D& dén tim ngai véi 10i thinh moi. Nhung chang ai tim ra dugc
ngai 6 dau. Chéang ai biét rang chuyén nay sé xay ra vao ngay hom &y, nhung Lama
Tsongkhapa da biét, va ngai da bo tron qua bén kia day nui.

Diéu nay cho ta thdy rang diic Lama Tsongkhapa c6 ning liec than giao cach cam, nhung
day ciing chinh 1a mét vi du tuyét voi vé sy budng xa toan hao ctua ngai. Ngai cam thay
budn nodn trudc duc lac thé gian. Ban c6 thé nao twdng twong ra chinh ching ta trong
hoan canh &y khong? Tat nhién la chung ta sé chdp thuan su thinh voi [cia Hoang Dé
Trung Hoa]! Téi—toi thi chdng thé nao cudng lai dregc 161 moi ctia mot 6ng nha giau nao
d6 dé€ di dén viéng ong ta.

Cho du ditc Lama Tsongkhapa cuc ky ndi danh, nhung ngai chang bao gio di dén nhiing
noi nao ddng, ngai thuong tra tai nhing noi héo lanh trén nhitng rang nui tuyét. Nhung
con chting ta thi chiing ta lai di t6i nhitng noi dong loan, r&i ram nhat. Diéu nay cho thay
chung ta la nhu thé d6, va cho thdy su budng xa [tam xa ly] ctia ching ta khong duoc
hoan hao.

Ptic Lama Je Tsongkhapa lai ¢6 hang ngan ngan dé t&r ¢ khap dat nwéc Tay Tang va
thuwong xuyén nhan duoc pham vat cang duong, nhung ngai khong cé mot tai khoan nao
ca, khong cé nha ctra, ngay ca khong c6 dén mot manh dat dé€ co thé trong trot thirc an
cho minh. T4t ca nhiing gi ngai nhan duoc, ngai déu cho di. Ngai duy tri su trong sach.
Tu vién Ganden la tu vién ctia ditc Lama Tsongkhapa, nhung ngai s6ng tai d6 don thuan
nhu 1a mot ngwoi khach: ngai dén, nhan dwgc cac mén do cung, cho tat ca ching di, roi ra
di tay khong, khong véi bat ky cai gi ca. Ptrc Lama Tsongkhapa la mot tam guong tuyét
hao ctia mot nép sdng tuong ung véi Dao Phap.

Hai hoac ba nam trudc khi ditc Lama Tsongkhapa lia doi, dttc Van Thu Nhuw Lai, 1a vi
bon ton ma ngai c6 mot lién hé hét stec dac biét, da [thi hién] va néi voi ngai rfing, “Bay
gio la thoi diém con sé ra di.” Bat thinh linh, c6 v luong v6 sd chu Phat hién ra, thinh
cau ngai Lama Tsongkhapa dirng thi tich va ban cho ngai mét quan danh véi nang luong
vO bién dé ngai co thé tiép tuc kéo dai tho mang. Va sau dd, ngai Van Thu da tién doan
rang ditc Lama Tsongkhapa sé tiép tuc sdng cho dén bao nhiéu tudi.

Mot thoi gian ngan truede khi ngai Lama Tsongkhapa lia doi, c6 mot chiéc rang cua ngai
rung ra, va moi nguoi déu nhin thdy né phéng quang, toa ra nhiéu anh sang cau vong
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[ngii sac]. Ngai dua chiéc rang &y cho Khendrub Rinpoche, mot trong nhitng dé ttr tam
truyén clia ngai, nhung cac dé tir khac ctia ngai lai thura thinh réng, “Oi, ngai ban chiéc
rang nay cho Khedrub Rinpoche, nhung chiing con ciing c6 thé c¢6 duwgc mot phan nho bé
nao hay khong?” Btic Lama Tsongkhapa bao ho hay cau nguyén cho viéc nay, va roi ngai
Khedrub Je da ddt chi€c rang nay 1én trén dién tho. T4t ca moi nguoi cung tung nhiéu 1oi
cau nguyeén va cung thién dinh rat nhiéu. Chiéc rang ti€p tuc chiéu ngoi, phéng ra anh
sang cau vong.

Mot tuan 1 sau d6, dirc Lama Tsongkhapa hoi, “Chiéc rang cua ta ddu? Dem ring cta ta
dén day.” Khi ngai m¢ chiéc hop ra, moi nguoi thay chiéc rang khi &y da bién tro thanh
mot biic tugng Tara nam gifta nhitng vién x4 loi. Ngai Lama Tsongkhapa ban nhiing vién
xa loi ay cho nhiing nguoi dé tr dd mudn xin dugc thinh ching. Ngai ciing tién doan
réng nam tran nam sau d6, nhitng vién x4 1oi nay sé dén duwgc B6 Dé Dao Trang. Diéu
tién doan nay da tro thanh su that: cho du nguoi Trung Qudc da hay hoai nhitng gi con
dé lai tir bau than cua ngai, nhung c6 mot s6 vién xa loi da dén duoc An D6 khi nhiing
ngroi dan Tay Tang chay qua d6 ty nan.

bén khi dttcc Lama Tsongkhapa thuc sy lia doi, ngai da lia doi mot cach tuyét hao. Dau
tién, ngai chuan bi thu xép moi tht dau vao d6. K& dén, ngai bao mot trong cac dé tir cua
ngai, “Pem cho ta mot cdi binh bat so ngwoi.” Roi ngai hanh thién cing duong ndi tai va
nhap ba muoi ba ngum tt phdm cting duong noi tai. Dy la dau hiéu rang bén trong,
ngai chinh la vi bon ton Guhyasamaja [theo mat dién Bi Mat Tap Hoi Guhyasamaja].
Cudi cung, ngai khodc toan b tang bao va ra di trong tu thé toa thién. Pay la diéu chi rd
ra cho thdy ngai 1a mot dai thanh twu gia (mahasiddha). Ngai chang can phai tuyén b,
“Ta la mot dai thanh tyu gia” —cac cong hanh cua ngai da chiing minh diéu d6. Lama
Tsongkhapa da tw chitng minh.

Ban c6 twong tuong duoc la ban c6 thé ra di mot cach co cha tam, ung dung ty tai va
trong sach nhu thé khong? Khi chting ta chét di, chting ta dé lai mot mé hon don. Chung
ta can phat nguyén va cau nguyén dé€ chung ta ra di nhw dic Lama Je Tsongkhapa thay
vl lai chét nhu mét con bo. Pay la nhan quyén [quyén cua mdt con nguoi]. Hay cau
nguyén rang thay vi chét di trong sw chim dam nang né, véi mot bidu 16 tang thuong khd
ndo, thi hay nguyén ra di trong hy lac. Hay ¢8 gang di. C6 mot co hoi ddy. Hay quyét liét
rang, “Khi toi chét di, tdi sé lam cht dwoc nhitng cam xtic ctia tdi cang nhiéu cang t6t va
sé ra di mot cach an binh.” Ban phai phat nguyén, boi vi tam nguyén hay dong co déu co
mang sttc manh. Khi dén thoi diém ban lia doi, do boi nguyén luc cua ban, ban sé nhd lai
duoc 10i cau nguyén. Con néu ban khong c¢é dong luc manh mé ngay tix bay gio, thi roi
khi thoi diém cua céi chét dén, ban sé bi khudy dong toan b va moi chuyén sé troé thanh
hét stic dién dao. Néu triede d6 ban biét rang ban phai lam gi thi vao thoi diém cai chét
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dén, ban sé nh¢ lai duoc [nhitng diéu d6]. To6i noéi nhitng diéu nay vdi cac ban boi vi t6i
c6 niém tin vao chiang, cht chang phai vi t6i c6 chiing ngd gi.

Mot lan no, sau khi dirc Lama Je Tsongkhapa da thi tich thi ngai Khedrub Je [dé t& tam
truyén cta Lama Tsongkhapa] da rat bu6n ba. Ngai Lama Je Tsongkhapa da giai thich tat
ca mot cach rat twong tan tir dau dén cudi, tir Tiéu thira cho dén Bat Nha thira [Dai thira]
cho dén Mat thira, [day 1a] toan bd duong tu dan dén giac ngo. Hang ngan, ngan nguoi
da thién dinh dua trén nhitng gido huan nay va da dat duoc chiing ng¢. Ngai Khedrub Je
budn ba boi vi ngai nghi rang, “Cac gido ly cua ditc Lama Je Tsongkhapa gidng nhuw
nhing lan chdp sang, nhung bay gio chung nhu la do gidc, ching dang dan bién mat.
Dang tiéc thay, nguoi dan Tay Tang dang trén da thoai hoa. Dic Tsongkhapa da day
nguoi ta diing bam luyén vao cac duc lac ctua th€ gian, nhung con nguoi ta ngay cang trd
nén bam luyén va cang c¢é nhiéu duc vong hon bao gio hét.”

Ngai Khedrub Je cam thay 4o ndo nhu vay la cing cd ly do; [bdi vi] da cé rat nhiéu su
suy doi. Ngai cam thdy buon ba qu4, va ngai da sut sui khoc va khoc. Sau do, ngai da cau
nguyén va cung duong mot man da la. Bat thinh linh ditc Lama Tsongkhapa da hién ra
[trong mOt hinh twdng] tré trung, trén mot chiéc ngai c6 tram chau bao, va c6 cac vi bon
ton, chu vi khong hanh nam (daka) va khong hanh nit (dakini) vdy quanh. Ngai bao
Khedrub Je, “Nay con trai ta, con chang nén khéc. Thong diép chinh yéu cta ta da gui
dén moi nguoi la hay tu tdp con duwong Mat dién. [Con] hay thuc hanh di va roi hay trao
truyén lai cho nhiing nguoi c6 day du tanh diee. Thay vi khoc 16c thi con nén lam nhuw thé
cang nhiéu cang t6t, va diéu &y sé lam cho ta rat hoan hi.” Ddi véi ban thi cing la nhu
thé& ddy. Néu ban thyc hanh thi Lama Tsongkhapa cling sé€ mim cuoi.

Vao mot luc khéc, ngai Khedrub Je ¢cé mot sd cau hoi [vé ky thuat tu tap] vé Mat dién
nhung khong tim ra duoc ai c6 thé tra 10i cho ngai. Mot lan nita, ngai lai khdoc. Tim ngai
nhu tan nat. Mot lan ntta, ngai da cau nguyén hét sttc manh liét va cing duong mot man
da la. Btec Lama Je Tsongkhapa da lai hoa hién va da ban cho ngai Khedrub Je nhiéu gido
huan va diém dao.

Lai vao mdt ltc khac, béi vi ngai Khedrub Je da khéc sudt muét va da cau nguyén rat
nhiéu nén ditc Lama Tsongkhapa lai hda hién trong [hinh tuéng] sac mau do, tay cam
mot thanh kiém va mot binh bat béng so nguoi, cudi trén mot con ho. Sau do, ngai hoa
thién thanh dic Van Thu, va mot Ian khac, ngai lai hoa hién trong than tudng binh
thuong ctia ngai nhung cudi mot con voi trang. Nam linh kién da hién ra khi ngai
Khedrub Je da tudn 1é khdc va cau nguyén [trong nam lan khéc nhau] vi nhiing 1y do
khac nhau.
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Tai sao t0i lai ké nhitng cau chuyén nay cho cac ban nghe? That la diéu tot lanh dé biét
rang dic Lama Je Tsongkhapa da ting 1a mot du gia sw vi dai, mot dai thanh tuu gia
(mahasiddha) —khong c6 gi phai hoai nghi vé diéu nay —va ngai Khedrub Je da cé ching
ngo ndi tam tham hau do boi chi thuan tay khan nguyén dic Lama Tsongkhapa ma ngai
Lama Tsongkhapa da hoéa hién. Ngoai ra ban ciing can nén biét rang lanh vuc chinh yéu
cua ngai Lama Tsongkhapa chinh la Mat dién. Cho du ching ta dang thodi hoa, nhung
chting ta van c6 duoc co hdi lang nghe cach ngai dién giai con duong tu tap Mat dién va
6 gang tng dung ching. Chung ta that vo cing may man. Ngay ca néu chiing ta khong
biét nhiéu vé nhitng gi lién quan dén Phat gido, nhung chi can chdng ta thuc hanh nhing
gl ta biét thi dirc Lama Tsongkhapa cling sé rat hoan hi.

“Lanh vuc ddc biét tinh chuyén cua dirc Lama Tsongkhapa chinh 1a Mat dién, ddc biét la
[phap thuc hanh] than huyén héa,” Lama Thubten Yeshe da néi nhu thé trong mot trong
cac budi giang cudi cung trudc khi ngai lia doi vao nam 1984. “Cach thuc dic
Tsongkhapa giai thich moi thit, va cach ngai ban cac gido huan vé thién dinh déu mang
cac ddc tinh ndi bat rd rét; chung cuc ky trong sach, rd rang, minh bach. Khi ban hiéu
dwgc nhitng gido huan nay, 1a ban thuc su c¢6 duge nhiing diéu rat lgi ich va su quy
ngudng sé khai sinh. Khi trao truyén lai nhiing giao ly nay, t6i thuc sy cam thdy vo cung
biét on dic Lama Je Tsongkhapa. Boi vi ngai da giai thich vé Sdu Phap Du Gia cua ngai
Naropa qua mot hinh thitc hét sttc tham diéu nén t6i da phat khoi rat nhiéu long sung
mo dén ngai. Cach thirc ma ngai [lam sang to moi thit], khong c6 gi phai hoai nghi—ngai
dung thuc 1a mot dai thanh twu gia (mahasiddha).”

Trich tir tap sach “The Bliss of Inner Fire” (Hy Lac ctia N¢i Hoa) cia Lama Thubten Yeshe,
hiéu dinh boi Robina Courtin va Ailsa Cameron; do Wisdom Publications phat hanh tai
Boston nam 1996.

Tam Bao DPan chuyén Viét nglk chiéu ngay 21 thang 9/2014. Cam on Bach Nga rat nhiéu da
chuyén bai Anh ngit ra dién dan Viet Nalanda.

http://mandala.fpmt.org/archives/older/mandala-issues-for-1995/november/the-mahasiddha-
je-tsong-khapa/
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Mahasiddha Je Tsongkhapa

Lama Thubten Yeshe

In the Western intellectual world, the common interpretation is that Lama Je Tsongkhapa
was just a professor. Western people do not recognize him as a great yogi, a great
practitioner, a mahasiddha. Actually, Lama Tsongkhapa taught and wrote more on tantra
than on sutra, but because he did not show his mahasiddha aspect, Westerners get the
impression that he was only an intellectual.

Some people think that Gelugpas, the followers of Lama Tsongkhapa, don't do non-
conceptual meditation, for example. They think that only the other traditions meditate in
this way and that Lama Tsongkhapa negated this point and taught only intellectual,
analytical meditation. I have heard Westerners say, "Gelugpas are always
intellectualizing, always squeezing their brains." That's not true. You know it is not true.

Lama Tsong Khapa was already a great meditator while he was still a teenager. And from
the time he was a teenager, he did not have sicknesses as we do. When he had a small
problem, he would cure himself. When there was a flood or an avalanche, he would say a
prayer, and everything would stop. If you read his biography, you can see that Lama
Tsongkhapa was a great mahasiddha.

The Monlam Festival, the great prayer festival held in Lhasa after the Tibetan New Year,
was started by Lama Je Tsongkhapa. The monks and nuns and lay people of all the
traditions of Tibetan Buddhism came together to make offerings and say prayers. At the
tirst festival there were countless butter lamp offerings. Anyway, one day the many
thousands of butter lamps in the temple became one mass of flame. Soon the fire was out
of control, and everybody was scared that the temple might burn down. They ran to
Lama Tsongkhapa crying, "Your offerings are going to burn down the temple!" Lama
Tsongkhapa sat down, went into samadhi meditation, and suddenly all the flames were
extinguished, blown out by one wind. This happened because of his inner fire meditation.
We Tibetans consider that when you can control the four elements of your own nervous
system through inner fire meditation, you can also control the outside elements. Lama
Tsongkhapa didn't need an ordinary fire-engine; with his inner fire-engine, the flames
totally vanished. This proves that Lama Tsongkhapa was a powerful realized being. Also
at that time he perceived the eighty-four mahasiddhas in space above Lhasa.

Lama Tsongkhapa had no shortage of telepathic power. One time he was staying in a
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small retreat hut maybe thirty minutes' walk from the place where he later advised Sera
Monastery be built. Suddenly he left, and nobody knew why. That same day some people
sent by the Emperor of China, who had heard of Lama Tsongkhapa's fame, arrived with
an invitation for him to come to China, but he was nowhere to be found. No one knew
this was going to happen that day, but Lama Tsongkhapa knew, and he escaped over the
mountain.

This shows that Lama Tsongkhapa had telepathic power, but it is also a good example of
his perfect renunciation. He vomited at the thought of worldly pleasure. Can you imagine
us in that situation? For sure we would accept the invitation! Me — I couldn't even resist
the invitation of some rich man to come to visit him.

Although Lama Tsongkhapa was incredibly famous, he never went to distracting places;
he stayed in isolated places in the snow mountains. But we go to the most confused
places. This shows how we are, that our renunciation is not perfect.

Lama Je Tsongkhapa had many thousands of disciples all over Tibet and constantly
received offerings, but he had no bank account, no house, not even one piece of land
upon which to grow his food. Everything he received, he gave away. He stayed clean-
clear. Ganden was Lama Tsongkhapa's monastery, but he stayed there as if he were a
guest: he came there, got things, gave them away, then left with nothing. Lama
Tsongkhapa is the perfect example of living according to the Dharma.

Two or three years before Lama Tsongkhapa died, the Buddha Manjushri, with whom he
had a special relationship, told him, "Now is the time you will die." Suddenly countless
Buddhas appeared and requested Lama Tsongkhapa not to die and gave him an initiation
of boundless energy so that he could stay longer. Then Manjushri predicted that he
would live until a certain age.

Shortly before Lama Tsongkhapa died, one of his teeth came out, and everybody saw that
it emitted much rainbow light. He gave the tooth to Khedrub Rinpoche, one of his heart
sons, but his other disciples said, "Oh, you gave this tooth to Khedrub Rinpoche, but can
we have a little bit too?" Lama Tsongkhapa told them to pray for this, so Khedrub Je
placed the tooth on the altar. Everyone did many prayers and much meditation. Radiant,
rainbow light continued to come from the tooth.

After one week Lama Tsongkhapa said, "Where is my tooth? Bring my tooth here." When
he opened the box, they saw that the tooth had become a Tara image surrounded by relic
pills. Lama Tsongkhapa gave some of the pills to the disciples who had wanted them. He
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also predicted that about five hundred years later these relics would go to Bodhgaya. This
prediction has come true: although the Chinese destroyed what remained of Lama Je
Tsongkhapa's body, some of the relics went to India when Tibetans went into exile.

When Lama Tsongkhapa did die, he did it perfectly. First, he put everything in order.
Next, he said to one of his disciples, "Bring a skullcup." He then did the inner offering
meditation and took thirty-three sips of the inner offering. This was a sign that inside he
was the Guhyasamaja deity. Finally, sitting in meditation in his full robes, he died. This is
what distinguishes a mahasiddha. He doesn't have to announce, "I am a mahasiddha" -
his actions prove it. Lama Je Tsongkhapa proved himself.

Can you imagine being able to die deliberately and clean-clear? When we die, we leave a
mess. We should motivate and pray that we die like Lama Je Tsongkhapa instead of
dying like a cow. This is our human right. Pray that instead of dying depressed, with a
miserable expression, you will die blissfully. Try. There is a chance. Resolve, "When I die,
as much as possible I will control my emotions and die peacefully." You must motivate,
because motivation has power. When your time comes to die, because of your will-power
you will remember your prayer. If you don't have strong motivation now, you will end
up completely shaking when death comes and everything goes bananas. If you know
what to do beforehand, you will remember at the time of death. I am telling you this
because I believe it, not because I have realizations.

One time, after Lama Je Tsongkhapa had passed away, Khedrub Je was sad. Lama
Tsongkhapa had explained everything thoroughly from beginning to end, from Hinayana
to Paramitayana to tantra, the entire path to enlightenment. Thousands and thousands of
people had meditated upon his teachings and achieved realizations. Khedrub Je was sad
because he was thinking, "Now Lama Je Tsongkhapa's teachings are like lightning, like a
mirage; they are disappearing. And unfortunately the Tibetan people are degenerating.
He taught people not to cling to the desires of the sensory world, yet people are more
grasping and have more desires than ever."

Khedrub Je had reason to feel this; there were many degenerations. He was so sad, and
he cried and cried. Then he prayed and offered a mandala. Suddenly Lama Tsongkhapa
appeared in youthful aspect on a jeweled throne surrounded by deities, dakas, and
dakinis. He said to Khedrub Je, "My son, you shouldn't cry. My principal message to
people is to practice the tantric path. Practice this and then give it to qualified people.
Instead of crying you should help to do this as much as possible, and that will make me
very happy." It's the same with you. If you practice, Lama Tsongkhapa will smile.
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Another time, Khedrub Je had some technical questions on tantra but couldn't find
anyone to answer them. Again he cried. His heart was breaking. Again he prayed
strongly and offered a mandala. Lama Je Tsongkhapa manifested and gave him many
teachings and initiations.

At still another time that Khedrub Je cried so hard and prayed so much, Lama
Tsongkhapa manifested in a reddish-colored aspect, holding a sword and a skullcup and
riding on a tiger. Later he also manifested as Manjushri, and at another time in his usual
form but riding a white elephant. Five visions appeared when, for different reasons,
Khedrub Je cried and prayed.

Why do I tell you these stories? It is good to know that Lama Je Tsongkhapa was a great
yogi, a mahasiddha — there is no question — and that Khedrub Je had such inner
realizations that just by calling on him, Lama Tsongkhapa would manifest. You should
also understand that Lama Tsongkhapa's principal field was tantra. Even though we are
degenerate, we have the chance to hear his way of explaining the tantric path and to try
to actualize it. We are so lucky. Even if we do not know much about Buddhist things, if
we practice what we do know, Lama Tsongkhapa will be very happy.

"Lama Tsongkhapa's special field is tantra, particularly the illusory body," said Lama
Thubten Yeshe in one of his last major teachings before he passed away in 1984. "The way
he describes everything and gives meditation instructions has distinctive characteristics;
it is incredibly clean-clear. When you understand them, you really get something helpful,
and devotion arises. While giving this teaching, I have been feeling especially grateful to
Lama Je Tsongkhapa. Because he explains the Six Yogas of Naropa in such a profound
way, I feel much devotion to him. The way he puts things together, there is no question -
he must be a mahasiddha."

From The Bliss of Inner Fire by Lama Thubten Yeshe, edited by Robina Courtin and Ailsa Cameron; 1996 by
Wisdom Publications, Boston.

http://mandala.fpmt.org/archives/older/mandala-issues-for-1995/november/the-mahasiddha-je-tsong-

khapa/
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