AJANTA
MOT DI TICH PHAT GIAO

NGOAI HANG
Hoang Phong

Phat giao la mot trong nhirng ton
giao lau doi nhdt ciia nhén logi vin
con ton tai va dang phdt trién ngay
nay. Tuy nhién theo dong bién dong
cua lich sw thi Phat giao ciing khong
tranh khéi nhitng thing tram. Néu
Phat giao da tung gian tiep hay truc
tiep mang lai chiy viét, van_ hoa, triét
hoc va lich sw cho mot s quoc gia
tren dia cdu va danh dau mot cap buc
tién héa cao dé cho kho tang tw twong
cua nhan loai thi Phat giao cing da
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tirng bi hiiy di¢té An dp va nhiéu noi
khac.

Chiing ta déu biét dén ngéi dén Phit
gido lon nhdt thé gisi la Borobudur ¢
Indéonexia duwgc kham pha trong vung
rieng rgm ciia dio Java vao dau thé ky
XIX va ngay nay da hoi sinh dé tré
thanh mjt noi chiém bdi va mjt thang
canh du lich trong long mot quoc gia
Hoi gido. Tuy nhién cé Ié it ai biét vé
di san tuyét voi khac cua Phat giao la
Ajanta cung da dwoc kham pha mot
cach thdt tinh co vao dau thé kyXIX
dé ngay nay tro’ thanh mgt noi hanh
hwong tai An dj,noi ma Phat giao da
phat sinh va da tirng bién mat.



Bai viét ngin dwéi diy sé twong thudt
lai sw kham pha ly ky do va mo ta so
luge di tich quy gia nay kem theo mot
madu chuyén dé chiing ta cung suy tu.

Mot su tinh co' ly thu

Ngay 28 thang 4 nam 1819, c6 mot
toan quan linh nguot Anh thudc dao
quan vién chinh o An d6 cudi ngua di
tuan tra doc theo diy nui Indhyadri
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trong mot vung héo lanh phia dong bac
tinh Aurangabad, ti€u bang

Maharashtra no1 mlen Tay bac nudc
An. Poan linh tién dan vao mot hém
nui that sau va hoang da. Dudi chan ho
con sudi Waghora chay xiét, 6m sat
vao chan nai va ludn sau vao hém vue.
DPai Gy John Smith thudc do1 ky ma thir
28 cua doan ky binh dong & Madras
dang lo dang nhin l1én suwon nti1 dung
ding thi chot thay duong nhu co
nhirng ctra hang trén vach da. Kha to
mo vi cac cua hang co ve khong phai la
thién nhién ma do tay ngudi duc khac,
anh chang si quan nay bén nhay xuong
ngua va tim cach tréo 1én vach nai dé
xem cho biét. Lanh quanh mdt luc thi
anh ta tim duoc cach treo 1én duoc vi
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noi1nay co nhiéu bac thang kha hep duc
vao véch da. Sau khi 1én dén noi thi
anh ta cling chi quan sat qua loa canh
twong hién ra truoc mat roi phai tréo
xudng vi cac dong doi con dang ding
cho bén duodl. Tuy nhién anh chang
John Smith van co lay but chi ghi tén
minh va ngay thang vao mot goc kin
dao trén mot tru da ¢ mot cra hang 16n,
va nét but chi ay cho dén ngay nay van
con 10 mo. Sau do thi cac hang dong
nay lai chim vao sy yén lang ménh
mong cua nhirng ngan nam qua khi.
Tuy nhién cau chuyén khdm pha chdp
nhoang cua vién dai Uy sau do thinh
thodng ciing van dugc don dai trong
doan quan vién chinh.
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Nam nam sau, vao thang 2 nam 1824,
cO mot vién trung Uy tén la James
Alexander thudoc dao quan xung kich
16 trong doan quin vién chinh Anh
quoc quyét dinh xin nghi phép vai hom
dé di sin. Anh trung Gy tré nay rat say
mé sin ban va van thuong mong c6 dip
di san trong hem vyc Waghora vi anh
nghe néi noi day co rat nhiéu thu nhat
la cac loai thu dit, xirng dang vo1 biét
danh "thung liing cop" ma nguodi ta gan
cho no1 nay. Truoc khi 1én duong ban
be trong quan ngl canh giac anh ta la
ngoai thu dit ra con cé nhiéu thir nguy
hiém khac nira, nhat 1a bon tho dan
Bhil sinh song trong cac vung rung nui
thuéc mién trung va tay bac nudc An.
Tho dan Bhil rat ghét nguoi la dam ca
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gan xam nhap vao lanh dia cua ho.
Mac du da dugc canh giac nhung
James Alexander ching dém xia gi dén
chuyén 4y vi anh ta rat mé sian heo
rung, beo, bao va cop.

James Alexander nhd mot nguol thg
sin dia phuong dan dudng. Vao thoi
bay gid c6 nhiéu thg sin chuyén
nghiép goi 1a shikari, rat thién ngh¢ va
chuyén phuc vu cho nhitng ngud1 giau
cO va quy phai ta1 dia phuong hodc tur
Anh Quoc dén va nhat 1a cac si quan
thich sin ban trong dao quan vién
chinh. Anh trung Gy con dan theo hai
nguol linh trong nhom sepoys, tuc la
d6i linh tap tuyén md tai dia phuong.
Ca bon trang b1 khi gior du loai gom
sing ngan, sing dai, kiém, lao, mac..
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va doan di sin ct thé ma bing rung
tién vao hém nui Waghora.

Khi vira dén ctra thung liing noi c6 mot
dong sudi chay xiét thi bong nhién co
tiéng huyt sdo vong lai tir phia vach nui
trudc mat. Ca doan dung lai dé lang
nghe dong tinh, va dung la c6 nguol
dang rinh rap vi c6 nhiéu tiéng huyt sao
khac dap lai tir cac bui ram va hoc da
chung quanh. Qua dung la doan d1 san
dang bi tho dan Bhil phuc kich. Mic
dau so hai nhung ca doan tay cam khi
g101 cur tién Ién , vua can than quan sat
chung quanh. Bong nhién nhiéu thod
dan Bhil cam cung tén nho dau 1én tu
cac bui ram, goc cay va hoc da. Ciing
la 1a ho khong to ve gi tirc gian hay
dang chuan bj tan cong ma chi co vé to
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mo dua mat theo ddi thé ma thdi. Poan
san ban ciling bdt sg vi ho biét rang cac
miii tén ctia tho dan Bhil déu cé tam
thuéc doc. Trung Uy James Alexander
van gitt dugc binh tinh va nhan thay
nguol Bhil ¢6 than hinh nho tho, da
den sdm va gan nhu 13 tran trudng.

Poan sin ban tiép tuc nguoc theo dong
suodi dé tién vao hém vuc trong khi céc
tho dan Bhil van rinh rap phia sau
nhung chi quan sat ma khong tan cong
Sau cung thi doan sin ban ciing tién
dugc vao gitta hém nui, khu nay coé
hinh vong cung giong nhu hinh moéng
ngua, chiéu ngang d6 vai trim mét.
Vién trung uy James Alexander vua
canh ching cac tho dan Bhil vira quan
sat vach nui trudc mit va bat ngd anh
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ta trong thay khodng hon mot chuc
mi¢ng hang cheo leo trén vach da...

Vi to mo thuc day, trung Gy James
Alexander bén ra 1énh cho ca doan tim
cach tréo 1én dé xem. Khi 1én duoc dén
noi thi ho mai biét 1a cac hang ding 1a
do tay nguoi duc déo. Cura hang hinh
vom cung c6 cOt da chong dd va tat ca
cac hang déu dugc duc thang tir bén
ngoai vao trong vach nui. Tuong va cot
da ¢ ctra hang duoc cham noi voi céc
hinh nguo1, hinh tht vat, hoa, 1a.... Mot
s0 hang bi da sup lap kin 16i vao,
nhung mot s6 hang khac van con ké hé
c6 thé chui vao duogc. Vo cung kinh
ngac trudc quang canh do so ciia cac
cira hang dang hién ra trudc mat, James
Alexander bén quyét dinh chui vao bén
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trong xem sao. Ca doan tim canh va co
kho b6 lai 1am duoc roi chui vao mot
ctra dong. Anh sang lam cho hang ngan
con doi dangdeo ngugc trén tran hoang
so bay tan loan. Trén mit dat co nhiéu
dong phan dong vat cho biét la co
nhiéu tha nhu khi, cho rung, cop, gau...
den trii an. Poan nguoi lai tim thay mot
cau thang dua ho 1én cac gian phong o
tang trén. Tai day ho thay cd vét tro
con mad1 va trong mot goc t6i co6 mot bod
Xuong nguoi.

Poan "tham hiém" lai tiép tuc chui vao
cac hang dong khac. Mot s6 hang co
kich thudc nhé va khong sau lam,
nhung c6 mot s6 hang khac thi that
ménh mong, tran cao vat nhu trong
mot ngdi dén do so. Trong mdt hang
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[6n dudi anh dudc bap bung hién ra
trudc mat ho mot pho tuong Phat to 16n
va oal nghiem, trén tuong trong hang
c6 nhiéu birc tranh ve& rat tinh xao va
tuyét dep, mau sac ruc rd. Ca doan nhu
b1 mé hoac truoc nhitng kham pha
ngoan muc, queén bang viéc sian ban va
quén ca cac tho dan Bhil con dang rinh
rap dudi chan ndi. Pén chiéu thi ho
méi tréo xuongdé tim duong vé. Mic
du khéng ban dugc mdt con thi nao
nhung tay san James Alexander khong
hé that vong vi anh ta tin chac 1a minh
da kham pha ra mot di tich ngoai hang,
mot tu vién do so va tinh xao di chim
vao quén lang, bién mat trong trong tri
nhé cua con nguoi tu lau..., ngoai tru
mdt s6 tho dan Bhil 1a con biét dén
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nhitrng di tichdo trong su tho o. That ra
thi viéen trung uy James Alexander
trude khi di sin cling khong hé nghi
dén cau chuyén don dai vé nhirng hang
dong do dai Gty Smith ké lai tir nim
nam trudc, Tuy nhién John Smith don
gian 1a mot nguoi to mo va chi can biét
rang minh di trong thay nhimng
hangdong trong riung sau thé thoi,
trong khi d6 thi trung Uy James
Alexander lai tin chic 1a minh d3 kham
pha ra mot ky quan chua tung co.

Mot thoi gian ngan sau khi tin don vién
trung Gy James Alexander da kham pha
cic hang dong trong thung Ilng
Waghora dugc lan truyén di khap noi
thi cadc nha khao c6 kéo dén va ho déu
xac nhan déy la mot trung tam Phat
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giao lau doi va do so chua noi nao sanh
kip. Cac nha khao ¢O bén muon tén cua
ngdi lang gan nhat 1a Ajanta dé dit tén
cho di tich nay. Cac cong cudc tham do
tién khdi déu cong nhan 1a cac tranh
trén tuong trong cac hang dong rat tiéu
biéu cho nghé thuat tranh v& cua An
do, va day la nhirng btirc tranh vura xua
lai vira dep nhat ma trudc d6 chua hé
dugc kham pha. Nam 1983, Ajanta
duoc co quan UNESCO cua Lién Hi€p
Qudc xép vao gia tai van hoa clia nhan
loai.

Ajanta la mot tu vién Phat giao g(‘A)m 29
hang dOong duc sau vao vach nu tao
thanh cac "ngo1 chua" va "tinh xa".
Vach nlu 1a da basalt, mot loar da nin
ltra rat ctng. Trong s6 29 hang dong co
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ba hang con bo do dang chua hoan tat.
Theo cach bo tri thi cac hang dugc chia
lam hai loai : loai thu nhat 1a cac hang
"chinh dién" hay "thién duong"

(chaitya) bén trong cung la b¢ tho va
noi bé tho co6 moét bao thap (stupa).
Loai hang thir hai 1a cac hang "tinh x4"
(vihara) la no1 nghi ngo1 va tra ngu cua
tang doan, gom c6 mot gian tap thé va
nhiéu phong nho.

Cach kién tric, tranh v& va diéu khic
trong hang cho thay 1a Ajantadugc thuc
hién vao hai tho1 ky cach nhau kha xa.
Thoi ky tha nhat kéo dai tir thé ky thr
IT trude Tay lich dén tir thé ky thu I
treoc Tay lich va chiu anh huong 10 rét
cua Phat giao Nguyén thuy
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(Therevada). Cach trang tri trong thoi
ky nay kha don gian va kém phan hoa
my, dic biét nhat 1a khéng c6 mot biéu
twrong nao tuong trung cho Puc Phat.
Thoi ky mé mang thir hai thudc vao the
kytht V va chiu anh huong cua Phat
2140 Béc tong, tho1 ky xdy dung nay
tuy ngan ngui nhung da thuc hién dugc
nhiéu hang dong that d6 so, voi cach
thiét ké phuc tap hon, trang tri ciing
phong phu va mau me¢ hon. Cac hang
dong Ajanta c6 thé da bi bo hoang tur
thé ky thtt VI, tuy nhién theo mot vai
tur liéu khac thi ting doan van con luu
lai tai Ajanta cho dén thé ky tha VIII
trudc khi ro1 bo no1 nay.

Noi tru ngu cua Duwc Phat va tang
doan
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Cho dén nay ngudi ta khong hoic chua
tim thay dugc mot di tich kién tric
Phat gido nao duoc xay dung vao thoil
ky Duc Phat con tai thé, ké ca trong
cac giai doan dau tién cla cac ting
doan sau khi Vi Thay cua ho da tich
di¢t. Vao thoi ky khi Btirc Phat con tai
thé thi chua c6 chua chién nhu ngay
nay vi Puc Phat chi truong mot 16i
song hoan toan ty do khong bi troi
budc vao cac sinh hoat va lo toan thé
tuc, va cling khong ding lai mot noi ¢o
dinh nao ca. Theo 16i gido huan cua
Ngai thi néu nguoida tu hanh ma con
lin minh vao nhiing moi ban tim cia
thétuc, con bam viu vao nhitng tién
nghi vat chat va mot moi truong song
cO dinh dé nuodi dudng thdi quen cia
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minh thi nhat dinh ho s& khong thé nao
tu tap duoc.

Néu mdt ngudi tu hanh chua du nghi
luc vuot 1én trén nhitng tro1 budc bén
ngoai thi 1am thé nao c6 du kha ning
dé loai bo nhitng xung dong bén trong
tam thirc cua chinh minh. Dua theo cac
kinh sach xua cua Nam tong thi khi
Puc Phat con tai thé chi c¢o hai loai
"kién tric" c6 mai che han hoi c6 thé
tam goi 1a "nha ctra" dé gitp cho nguoi
tu hanh che than va tam tra. Loai thk
nhat goi 1a "avasa", ttrc 1a nhing tup
léu do cac vi ty kheo ty tay cat layde
tam tra trén duong hodng Phap hoic
dé an cu vao mua kict ha. Cac "kién
trac" nay that ra chi 1a nhitng chiéc

m" duoc dung 1én bang canh 14 cua



19

cay rung hodc bang cac vat liéu tim
dugc trong cac vung nong thon. Cac
noi tri an nay chi cé tinh cach tam thoi
vi su sinh hoat cua tang doan rat linh
dong khong bam vao mot noi co dinh
néo ca. Loai "kién trac" thu hai goi 1a
arama hay "vihara" tirc la cac "tinh
" do cac nguo1 thé tuc giau cO cung
du:ong va rat co thé ho ciing tiép tuc
dirng ra phu giip tang doan trong viéc
bao tri bo1 vi Birc Phat va tang doan la
nhitng nguoi song bang khat thuc nén
khong co tién cua gi ca. Tinh x4 1a céac
kién trac c¢6 dinh khang trang va co
tinh cach 1au bén hon cac "am cé"duoc
dung 1én trén duong hoang Phap. Cac
tinh x4 noi tiéng nhat dugc kinh sach
ghi chép 1a vuon Trac lam (Venuvana)
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gan thanh Vwong X4 (Rajagrha) va
vuon Ky Vién (Jetavana) gan thanh Xa
Vé (Sravasti), va dau sao thi day ciing
chi la nhiing no1 dung chan cua Duc
Phat va tang doan ma thoi. Tuy nhién
Ptrc Phat thuong luu lai1 vuon Ky Vién
nhiéu hon cac noi khac, nhat 1a trong
hai muo1 nam trude khi Ngai nhap diét.
Ngoai cac tinh x4 ma kinh sach néi dén
thi khong c6 mot ching tich nao khac
cho thay vao thoi ky Pac Phat con tai
thé dd co cac kién trac d6 sd do ting
doan hay do nguoi thétuc xay dung.
Tuong ung Bo kinh (pham 10) mo ta
vuon Ky Vién co "nhitng giang duong
to lon, cac gian phongtién nghi, kho
chira, duwong di lot da...", tuy nhién
chodén nay cac nha khao c6 da khong
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tim thay mot vét tich nao dang ké tai vi
tri cua vuon Ky Vién. Cac hoc giaTay
phuong cho rang cach mod ta trén day
ctia kinh sach co phan phong dai.

Cac noi tri ngu xua nhat cua nhitng ty
kheo Phat giao ma cac nha khao co
kham pha dugc cho dén nay la céc
hang dong va nhitng hang xua nhat thi
cling chi duoc thiét ké bat dau tir thé ky
the II trude Tay lich nhu truong hop
cua cac hang Ajanta trén day. Ciling co
nhiéu di tich Phat gido xua hon, thudc
thé ky thi I1I trude Tay lich tic 1a dudi
triu dai cua hoang dé A-duc, do 1a cac
mitda va tru da ghi khac chi du cia
hoang triéu va nhat 1a cac bao thap do
chinh hoang dé A-duc ra lénh xay
dung khip noi trén dat An. Tuy nhién
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day chi 1a nhitng di tich va nhirng kién
truc thieng lieng chr khong phai 1a tu
vién hay chd & cua ting doan. Cac hoc
gia Tay phuong nghi riang cac tinh x4
(arama) no1 chung chi la nhiing gian
nha rong nhung rat don so, sudon bang
tre, lop 1a va vach dat, giong nhu nha
cra 6 nong thon An do ngay nay. Cac
giang duong hay cac tinh x4 16n chang
han nhu vuon Ky Vién hay Truc Lam
thi lam bang cay va gd va cac kién triic
bang "vat lieu nhe" va nhu thé thi
khong thé nao tén tai dwoc voi thoi
gian.

Sw hinh thanh ciia "Chua chién"

Mic dau Ajanta dugc thanh 1ap sau khi
Pirc Phat da tich diét hon ba thé ky
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nhung cung giap cho chung ta mot vai
¥ niém nao d6 dé hinh dung ra su sinh
hoat cua tang doan vao nhirng tho1 ky
xa xua nhat ctia Phat gido. Ajanta 1a
cac hang ddng duc thang vao nti da va
sau do thi b1 bo quén trong rung sau
nén van con gitt dugc kha nguyén ven
sau hon hai ngan hai tram nam, qua
that la mot di tich vO cung quy gia.
That vay trong suot thé ky XIX cac nha
khao c6 da kham pha ra rat nhiéu di
tich Phat giao rat rac khap noi & An do,
nhung cho dén nay thi van chua c6 mot
di tich nao cung loai lai d6 s9, tinh xao
va lau doi hon Ajanta. Trong sO Nay co
thé ké ra cac hang Bedsa gan thanh pho
Pune, cac hang Bhaja va Kharla gan
thanh pho Lonavala thudc tiéu bang
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Mabharashtra nam trén bo bién phia tay
cua nudc An, (xem hinh phu luc 1).

No1 chung thi cac loair hang dong duc
thang vao vach ndi nhutrén diy ciing
gian tiép gip hinh dung ra "chua
chién" va cac noi tr ngu xua nhat cta
Ptc Phat va cac d€ tu cua Ngai. Cac
chuyén gia khao cod d3 cin ctr vao cac
chting tich trong cac hang dong dé hinh
dung lai "chua chién" va "tinh xa" xay
dung bang gd vao nhitng thoi ky dau
tién sau khi Ptrc Phat tich diét, vi theo
ho thi hang dong duocduc dua vao
khudn mau cia cac kién tric ngoai tro,
va cac kién trGic nay thi tat nhién phai
duoc xay dung va thiét ké theo truyén
thong da co tir lau doi. That vay céc
hang dong Ajanta tuy duoc duc thang
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vao nu1 da nhungda kién tao lai tung
chi tict mot va rap khuon theo cach
kién tric bang gb. Nguoi ta nhan thay
trén tran clla Cac gian phong trong
hang co nhirng ke€o cot tuong trung cho
xa nha, hai dau cua cac kéo cot lai con
duc thém dau vét cua cac dau dinh.
Vach hai bén cua hang va bén trong
hang duoc trang tri bang cac cua so
gia, gac gia va bac thém gia duc tuong
trung trén mat da. Dua vao cac chi tiét
nay nguoi ta c6 thé hinh dung ra kién
trac ciia "chua chién” vao thoi bay gio.
Tuy nhién cho dén nay chua thay a1 co
sang kién st dung cay Va g0 dé xay
dung la1i ngoai tro1 cac "ngoé1 chua co
xua" cua Phat giao dua vao cac chi tiét
tim thay trong hang dong.



26

Ctra hang cac tinh xa ¢6 mai hién hinh
vom va cdt chong d&.Budc vao bén
trong 1a mot gian tap thé hinh vudng
hay chtrnhat dung lam no1 sinh hoat
chung. Ba mit vach ciia gian tap thé thi
duoc duc thém cac "phong" hay dung
hon 1a cac "hoc" nhé kich thudc bang
nhau, dung lam no1 nghi ngo1 cho cac
ty kheo. Trong mdi hoc c6 hai bé da
lam giuong. Cach thiét ké tong quat
cua cac tinh xa cung khong c6 gi thay
d6i nhiéu gitta hai thoi ky phat trién,
tuy nhién cac tinh xa Bac tong rong lon
hon, mdt s6 c6 nhiéu tang va cau thang
thong nhau, doi1 khi trong tinh x4 lai
con cO thém mot gian danh riéng lam
thién duong va noi thd phung.
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Cac chinh dién (chaitya) tai Ajanta
cling duoc thiét ké theo cung mot
khuon mau nhu nhau. Chinh dién 16n
nhat duoc cac nha khao co6 dit tén 1a
hang s6 10, thudc thoi kyPhat gido
Nguyén thuy, tuy dugc duc sau vao
vach nu1 nhung cac hang nay lai rap
khuon theo cach kién trGic bang gbd o
ngoai troi. Phan trong cung cua chinh
dién la bé thd co hinh ban nguyét, tran
la mot vom cao vdo1 cac "keo" hinh
vong cung dugc tac vao da nhung
trong giong nhu 1am bang g6, hai dau
kéo chong 1én cac tru da dung dung.
Vao thoi Pac Phat con tai thé thi chua
cO cac "chinh dién" xay dung bén canh
cac tinh x4 nhu truong hop trén day vi
cac tinh x4 thoi bay gio nhat thiét chi 1a
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nhirng no1 tam tra cho tang doan ma
tho1. Tuy nhién theo cac hoc gia Tay
phuong thi chinh dién xuat hién rat
som sau khi Ptc Phat tich diét va duoc
dung I€n bén canh cac tinh xa dé lam
noi thién dinh va don tiép nguoi the
tuc. Do d0 vai tro cua tinh x4 cting bién
d6i di, khong con 1a noi tam tra vao dip
kiét ha trong mua mua bao ntra, su sinh
hoat cua tang doan do do clung tré nén
¢d dinh hon.

Trong moi chinh dién noi vi tri ciia bé
thd déu co mdt bao thap xa loi. Cac
bao thap nay co 1& da xuat hién vao thé
ky tht IIT trude Tay lich khi hoang dé
A-duc quyét dinh phan tan va dua xa
loi dén gan hon véi moi ngudi trén
khap ving dé quoc cta 6ng. Kinh sach



29

cho biét 1a hoang dé A-duc xay dung
duoc tat ca 84 000 bao thap va bén
canh modi bao thap lai con xdy thém
mot tu vién va moi tu vién phai phu
trach nghién ctru mot chu dé riéng bict
trong kinh sach. Theo cac hoc gia Tay
phuong thi con so 84 000 1a mdt con so
twong trung vai it nhiéu phdong dai,
nhung du cho con sb6 nay chi co tinh
cach tuong trung di ntra thi cling phai
cong nhan la bao thap va tu vién hay
"chua chién" dudi triéu dai hoang dé
A-duc ciing that 1a nhiéu. Bao thap
duoc xay dung khap noi c6 muc dich
thay thé cho sy hién dién ctia Pang Thé
Ton. Cac vi ty kheo dung 1€n cac chinh
dién vo1 bao thap xa 1o1 bén trong vira
dé tho phung vira dé cam thay Vi Thay
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cua minh Iic nao clng ¢ bén canh
minh, dong thoi chinh dién ciing duoc
dung 1am noi dé nguodi thé tuc dén
chiém bai. Chua chién nhu ngay nay co
& cling dd bat nguon tir day.

Su sinh hoat cua tang doan

Su sinh hoat cua cac tang doan ngay
xua tai Ajanta nhat dinh phai phu hop
vO1 nhirng 101 day bao cua Puc Phat, co
nghia 1a khong qua kho hanh ma ciing
khong dugc qua tién nghi, va tat nhién
nguol tu hanh phai tuan thu cac gion
luat do chinh Btrc Phat quy dinh va cac
gigi luatdd vé sau nay duoc ghi chep
la1 trong Luat tang. Tuy nhién cing can
h1eu rang g101 luat trong Phat giao tuy
rat phong phu nhung khong hé cung
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nhac va bat di dich. Trong cac lan két
tap Pao Phap di ting c6 mot so gidi
luat 16i thoi bi loai bd va dong thoi co
nhiéu gidi luat duoc dat ra dé thich
nghi vo1 hoan canh mou.

Dau sao di nita thi 16i song cua cac
tang doan dau tién tai Ajanta tat nhién
van con chiu it nhiéu anh “huong cua 16i
tu kho hanh va vi thé rat nghiém tuc.
Moi ngay cac vi ty kheo thuc day that
som dé ngoi thién va tung niém. Sau do
khi anh binh minh vua 10 dang trén
dinh nu1 thi ho kéo nhau xuong sudi dé
tam rira va giat giti. Theo gidi luat thi
cc vat tuy than ctia moi vi ty kheo chi
gém ¢6 hai manh 40 ca sa, mot 4o 4m
dé khoac bén ngoai, mot cai kim dé va
40, mOt con dao nhd dé cao toc va cod
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thé con c6 mot cai que bang gd ciy
neem (tiéng Phan) dung dé cha ring
khi sic miéng va rra mat. Neem tén
khoa hoc 1a Melia Azedarach (hay la
mot giong cdy tuong tg goi la
Azadirachia indica) Ia mot loai cay cé
vi thudc lam cho sach miéng. Sau do
thi tat ca chia nhau thanh ting toan
bing rumg tim dén cac lang mac quanh
vung dé khat thuc.

Vao thé ky XIX, khi cac hang dong
trong hem vyc Ajanta duge kham pha
thi noi dan cu gan nhat la ngo1 lang
Ajanta cach d6 nam cay so. Nguoc veé
hon hat ngan nam truoc thi khong biét
c¢6 dan cu dong dao song gan no1 hem
nUi Waghora hay khong ? Dé tranh tha
dit cac vi ty kheo noi dudi nhau di
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thanh tung doan va can than tung buoc
mot dé tranh "ddm lén cdc mam non
cua cdy co va con trung dwoi chdn”

(kinh  Mahatanhasankhaya). Ho di
vao cac lang mac trong vung, budc
tung budc that cham va khoan thai, vira
buéc vira nham di nham lai nhiing 101
Phat day. Nguoi thé tuc thi di chan dat
dé to long ton kinh, ho dimg chd & ctra
dé chia sé vdi nguoi tu hanh miéng an
ma ho c6. Khi ¢6 a1 dua tay dat mot
chut thirc an vao binh bat thi nguo1 tu
hanh nhin thing ra trudc mat hoic nhin
Xuéng dat dé tranh moi su thém muodn,
ché bai haydanh gia vat cing duong.
Khi trd vé tinh x4 thi mdi vi ty kheo
dat binh bat cua minh vao gitra gian
phong tap thé roi quiy quan chung
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quanh, phan chia thuc pham cing
duong véi nhau va ngoi an trong yén
lang, ho khong dugc phép no1 chuyén
va cung khong dugc phép chon luwa
miéng ngon hay Itra bé nhitng thtrc in
ma minh khong thich. Ho phai an trudc
g10 ngo, sau do thi khong an gi nira cho
dén trua hom sau.

Ho dugc phép nghi trua mot luc vi con
v sb cac viée khac dang cho do1 ho,
nao la quet don chinh di€n, nao la vé
sinh tinh x4, cac vi 1on tuoi thi hau tiép
nguoi thé tuc dén chiém bai, ngoai ra
con thém mot buoi thién dinh vao budi
chiéu. Pén dém ho con phai on tap va
truyén khau cho nhau nhiing 101 gido
huan cua Ptc Phat vi khi Ajanta bat
dau duoc thanh lap thi Idc do chua co
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kinh sach bang chit viét, kinh sach trén
14 boi chi xuat hién mot thé ky sau ma
théi. Cac vi ty kheo ngodi quay quan
trong cac gian tap thé chung quanh mot
ngon dén daudé on tip nhiing 101 giang
cia Pang Thé Ton. Nguoi cé tri nhd
tot giap cho ngudi chdm tri hon, moi
nguol thay nhau doc lén mot doan
kinh, néu quén thi co6 ngu0’1 khéc nhac.
Nguodi 16n tudi binh glang thém cho
ngudi trétudi va ctr nhu thé ma ho thao
luan va giup do nhau. Dau sao thi viéc
truyén khau va cach hoc thudc long
nhitng 101 Phat day cling mang tinh
cach sinh dong va linh thiéng hon
nhitng dong chir kho khan trén nhirng
td 14 boi. Co théviéc on tap do cling 1a
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nguon goc lam phat sinh ra vi€c tung
ni¢m sau nay.

Vao nhitng ngay 1€ lac, chang han nhu
nhiing ngdy ram, mung mot thi ho con
phai nhin d6i dé tu nhac nhd va biéu 16
long quyét tdm tu tdp ciia minh. Ho
sam hoi truoe tap thé ting doan, vi ty
kheo 16n tudi nhat xuong lén tung gio1
luat mot, cac vi khac lang nghe néu
thay minh pham vao mot giéi luat ndo
do thi phai thu nhan, "ai pham vao mgt
16i lam chwa co dip noi len va néu
muén tiy ué 16i lam dé thi phdi thi
nhdn. Thii nhdn 16i lam sé mang lai
sw nhe nhom cho chinh minh"(Kinh
Mahavaga, 2).
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Tuy nhién doi song & Ajanta ciing c6
nhirng phut gidy thanh than. Vao Iic
tinh suwong khi nhirng nguot tu hanh
xudng sudi dé tam git thi chim muong
cing thac day hot vang trén cac
momda va trong cac canh 1a cuaa cay
rung. CO nhitng dém trang sang gitra
canh rung niu ménh mong va yén lang
ho ngodi chung quanh nhitng dong lira 6
ctra ddng dé han huyén hay chi dé tram
tr mdt minh. Tiéng sudi roc rach tu
thung ling vang Ién gitra canh tich
mich ciia dém thau. Tiéng sudi thi lic
nao cling vong lén cira dong nhung
trong ngay thi su ban ron nao c6 cho
phep ho dung tay dé lang nghe. Dot ltra
lén dé xua dudi tht dir va dé sudi am,
nhung anh sang cting thu hut con trung
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cua rung sau keo dén, nguoi tu hanh
quan chiéc 40 toi 1én ngudi nhin su
song dang bién dong chung quanh dé
yeu thuong tung chung sinh dang bi
mé hodc va 16i cudn béi Itra d6 cua ta
ba.

Nhirng sinh hoat trén day tuy duogc
"hinh dung" va "tuong tuong" ra dua
vao kinh sach nhung ciing c6 thé tuong
trung phan nao cho su sinh hoat cia
cac vi ty kheo thudc cac ting doan dau
tien not hang dong Ajanta. Sau nay khi
Ajanta chuyen sang gial doan phat trién
ciia Bdc tong thi sy sinh hoat cia ting
doan cung tro nén phuc tap hon, da
dang hon va mau me hon, nhat 1a trong
mo1 twong quan voOl nguol thétuc. bo1
song cua cac tang doan cling tré nén cO
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dinh hon. Ngoai ra theo mot s6 hoc g1a
Tay phuong thi Ajanta trong thor ky
Bic tong d3 trd thanh mot trung tim
da1 hoc 16n, va su sinh hoat cling theo
do ma tr¢ nén nhon nhip hon so vol
tho1 ky Nam tong.

Vi tri cua Ajanta

Khi Buc Phat con tai thé thi Ngai ciing
dd dan do cac dé tir vé nhitng ti€u
chuan can phai c6 khi thiét 1ap tinh xa :
phai chon no1 nao c6 nuoc nhung vi tri
phai cao dé tranh ngap lut, tranh noi
chen chiic va 6n ao dé hanh thién va tu
tap, tuy nhién tinh x4 phai gan noi dan
cu dé co thé khat thuc va thuin tién
cho nguoi thé tuc lui tdi. Trén phuong
dién rong 16n hon thi nguoi ta cling ¢co
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thé tu hoi tai sao vi tri ciia Ajanta lai
duoc chon ¢ phia tay cua ban luc dia
An do, cach xa thung lung song Hang
gan mot ngan cay so ? Ngoai Ajanta ra
con c6 nhiéu hang dong khac chang
han nhu cic hang Bedsa, Bhaja,
Kharla..., tat ca déu thudc vao vung
phia tay nudc An.

Vao thoi ky co dai hon hai ngan nim
truoc, Ajanta va cac hang dong vua ké
déu nam trén truc giao thuong noi lién
tir dong sang tay cua ban luc dia An do,
tuc la tu thung ling song Hang cho dén
dén bo bién phia tdy. Cac duong giao
thong va thuong mair quan trong
thuong tao ra cac diéu kién thuan loi
giup cho viéc hoiang Phap dé dang
hon, chéing han nhu con duong to lua
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da mang Phat gido dén cic ving cin
dong, trung dong va Trung quoc. Dau
sao d1 ntra thi ngoal nhirng phuong tién
giao thong thuan lgi ra con c¢6 mot yéu
to quan trong khac la y chi va long
quyét tim cua con nguol, va chinh day
mdi that 1a dong co thiét yéu trong viéc
quang ba DPao Phap. Mot tram nam
truoc khi Ajanta dugc thanh lap thi
chinh hoang dé A-duc di quyét tam
quang ba Phat giao ra xa hon thung
[ing song Hang va mang xa loi den
gan voi ting nguoi dan trén khap mién
lanh tho cta ong.

Vao cac thot ky thinh tr, sudt trén truc
glao thong tu thung lung song Hang
dén cac cira bién phia tay, nguoc xuol
cac doan xe bo, xe ngua day ap hang
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hoa, thinh thodnglai con théy mot vai
vi ty kheo thap tung vd1 nhitng nguoi
budn ban. Lich st cho thay dan budn
ban tha phuong va cac doanh nhan giau
c6 di gop phan khong nhd vao viéc
hoing Phap. Ho di mang tin ngudng
cia minh dén nhing noi xa x6i va
dong thoi lai ciing 1a nhitng nguoi cung
duong tich cuc nhat.

Mot vai di tich khac

Ngay nay cac nha khao cd tham do
nhirng vung doc theo cac con duong
thuong mai co xua da phat hién duoc
nhiéu di tich Phat gido. Trong sO nay
c6 di tich bdo thap Bharhut tai mién
trung nudc An (tiéu bang Madhya
Pradesh) dugc mot dai Gy kysu trong
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quan ddi vién chinh va cling 13 mot nha
khao co tén 14 Alexander Cunningham
kham pha ra vao nam 1873. Bao thap
Bharhut do chinh hoang dé A-duc xay
dung vao thé ky thtr IIT trude Tay lich,
va sau do thi c6 nhiéu cong trinh kién
trac mo1 duoc tiép tuc thuc hién thém
cho dén thé ky thu II trudc Tay lich
mdi cham dat. Cac pho tugng va Cac
mit d4 cham noi tim thay tai noi nay
cho théy mot nghe thuat diéu khic vo
cung tinh xao va dic sac. Tiéc thay
Bharhut chi con luu lai mot so di tich
khao co dugc cat gilt trong bao tang
vién ma thoi.

Mot di tich noi tieng khac 1a cac bao
thap trén ngon doéi Sanchi (Kién-chi)
do dai tuéong Taylor trong quan doi
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Anh quoc kham pha vao nim 1818. Tai
noi nay hoang dé A-duc cho xay cat
tam bao thap 16n va mot so tu vién, va
cac thé hé sau tiép tuc xay dung thém
cho dén khi Phat giao b1 cac dao quan
Hoi gido x6a mat trén ban luc dia An
d6 vao théky thir XII. Khi tin don vé
viec kham pha di tich Sanchi landi
khap noi thi mot s6 nha khdo co bat
chinh va bon tim vang do x6 dén day
dé dao x&i va da gian tiép tan pha di
tich nay. Mai cho dén nim 1881 thi
chinh phu thudcdia Anh méi bat dau
gin gift di tich San chi can than hon.
Sau d6 vao dau thé ky XX thi Sanchi
mo1 dugce trung tu va ngay nay da tro
thanh mot no1 hanh huong quan trong
ctia Phat gido trén dat An.
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Qua trinh thanh Iap Ajanta

Trén binh dién tong quat thi cac hang
9, 10, 19, 26, 29 la cac hang chinh di¢n
(chaitya), va tat ca cac hang con lai déu
la cac tinh xa (vihara). Nhu da trinh
bay so lugc trén day, Ajanta dugc xay
dung vao hai tho1 ky khac nhau : thoi
kythtr nhat kéo dai tir thé ky tha 1T dén
thé ky thr | trude Tay lich; thoi ky tha
hai kha ngan ngui thudc thé ky tha V
sau Tay lich. Trong dot phat trién tht
nhat thi Ajanta c6 thé chi 1a cac tinh x4
dung lam no1 tri ngutam thoi1 cho cac
vi ty kheo Nam tong trong mua kiét
ha,sau do6 thi cac tang doan mai luu lai
lau da1 hon va sinh hoat thuong xuyén
hon. Giai doan thir hai dugc phat trién
vao thoi ky banh truéng 16n cia Bac
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tong va Ajanta da tro thanh mot dai
hoc Phat gido. Sau cung thi Ajanta tro
nén hoang phé va chim vao quén lang
tir thé ky thee VI (hay thir VIII tiy theo
tu litu) cho dén ngay dai Gy John
Smith di tuan tra ngang d6 vao thang tu
nim 1817, tong cong lai thi Ajanta da
ngu yén trong rung sau hon mot ngan
hai tram nam.

Thoi ky phat trién thir nhat gom c6 cac
hang 10, 12, 8, 9, 13, xép theo thir tu
thoi gian. Nghé thuat diéu khac trong
cac hang nay kha don so va khong co
mot biéu tuong nao tuong trung cho
DPuac Phat hoac trinh bay gido 1y cua
Ngai. Keo cOt duc trong da thi bt
chude theo cac vat liéu bang gd, cira s6
va thém ctra duoc duc g1a vao da. Trén
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tuong cla cac hang so6 9 va 10 ngudi ta
con nhan ra dwoc mot vai vét tich tranh
v& cac mau hoa 14 va cac duong nét
hinh hoc, dau sao thi day ciing Ia
nhing di tich xua nhat cua ngh¢ thuat
tranh v& An do con luu lai dén nay.

Trong mot thoi gian dai bon trim nim
sau khi dot xay dung dau tién cham dut
vao thé ky thu I trude Tay lich thi bong
nhién vao thé ky tha V duéi triéu dai
Vakataka déng thoi véi mot triéu dai
khac cuc thinh & mién bic 1a tridu dai
Gupta, thi cong cudc phat trién Ajanta
la1 duoc tiép tuc. Dot phat trién nay
chiu anh hudng rd rét cua Bac tong.
Thoi gian khéi cong va cham dat cia
tho1 ky xay dung tht hai khong duoc
xac dinh chinh x4c 1am va van con 1a
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mot van dé tranh cdi gilta cac hoc gia,
c6 thé dot xay dung thr hai khoi cong
vao khoangnam 450 dudi thoi vua
Harisena va cham dat vao khoang nim
550 tire 1a vao the ky thir VI. Mot gia
thuyét khac cho rang dot xay dung nay
thuéc han vao trieu dai clia vua
Harisena va da kho1 cong vao nam 462
va cham dut vai nam sau khi vi vua nay
qua doi vao nim 486. Néu dua theo
giathuyét nay thi vua Harisena c6 thé 1a
nguoi chi xuéng mé mang Ajantra va
sau khi ong mat thi Ajanta ciing bi bo
hoang. Tuy nhién ciing co gia thuyét
cho rang su sinh hoat cua Ajanta kéo
dai cho dén thé ky thir VIIL.

Cach dinh tudi cac bién co ¢ Ajanta
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Cach dinh tudi cac bién cO xay ra o
Ajanta trude hét duge dua vao cac kinh
sach co dé cap dén cac hang dong nay
va sau do 1a dua vao cdc mau ma trong
tranh v€ va cac hinh tugng dicu khac vi
nhitng chi tiét dic thu do tuong trung
cho tung giai doan phat trién cia nén
van hoa va nghé thuat An do. Ngoai ra
cach so sanh vo1 cac hang dong tuong
to duoc thuc hién & cac no1 khac vao
cung mot thoir ky vdor Ajanta cling
mang lai nhiéu hiéu biét hitu ich.Dic
biét nhat 1a trong hang so 16 ngudi ta
tim thay chitky cua mot vi quan thudc
trieu dinh cta vua Harisena, vi thé cac
hoc gia thuong xoay quanh moc thoi
gian nay dé dinh tu01 cho dot xay dung
thir hai va cac bién co lién hé.



50

Trong dot phat trién th hai thi cac
hang duoc dugc khdi cong gan nhu
lién tiép nhau va khong cé su gian
doan nao dang ké. Hang 11 va tang bén
dudi 1a hang s6 6 dugc khai cong trude
nhat, va ngay sau khi duoc hoan tat thi
dén luot cac hang 7, 8, 16 dugc khoi
cong cung mot luc, tuy nhién chi c¢6 hai
hang 7 va 8 la dugc hoan tat tron ven,
hang 16 bi bo dd, va sau d6 dén luot
hang 17 duoc khdo1 cong va cling b1 bo
do, trong khi d6 hang 19 dugc khoi
cong gan nhu cung luc vo1 hang 17 thi
la1 duoc tiép tuc cho dén khi hoan tat.
Hang s6 1 va so 2 1a hai hang quan
trong va tiéu biéu nhat duoc thuc hién
vao gitta thoi ky phat trién thir hai.
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Sw khac biét vé kién truc va trang tri
giira hai thoi ky phat trién

Cach kién trac, diéu khic va tranh vé&
trong cac hang rat khac biét nhau gitra
hai giai doan phat trién. Phan trinh bay
dud1 day s€ phan tich su khac biet do
trong ba lanh vuc nhukién trac, diéu
khac va céc tranh v& trén tudng.

Cach kién triic va bo tri cac hang thiét
ké dudi cac tritu dai Gupta-Vakataka
vao thé ky thtr V khac han vdi cac hang
thanh 1ap tir trude thude cac thé ky thu
IT va th 1 trude Tay lich. Cach bo tri
cac hang tinh xa (vihara) thuocdot xay
dung thur hai phtre tap hon, gom nhleu
tang va nhiéu phong 6c hon, tran cé
thém cot chong dd, va nhat 13 gian tap
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thé khang trang hon va thuong thi c6
thém mot gian lam no1 tho phung ngay
bén trong trong tinh xa. N6i chungdoi
v6i cac hang trong dot phat trién nay
thi cach trang tri dua theo cac vat li¢u
bang ciy khong con dugc chl trong
nita, cac kéo cot gia go kho nhan ra
hon va chi dugc tuong trung mot cach
kin ddo. Mit tién cac tinh x4 va chinh
dién c6 thém mai che rat cao va rong
16n hinh vom va nhiéu cdt chong da,
tat ca déu duoc trang tri bang cac diéu
khic du loai.

Trong cac chinh dién thudc giai doan
thiét ké th nhat khong thay c6 mot
biéu tuong nao tugng trung cho Pirc
Phat ma chi c6 moét bao thap xa lo1 duy
nhat noi bé tho. Trong giai doan thiét
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ké thtr hai thi cac hinh tugng ctia Ptc
Phat xuat hién khip noi gom cac pho
twong that 16n va cac loai diéu khac
cham noi trén tudng, trén tran va trén
cac keo cot. Tuong Duc Phat dugc
dién dat bang hai cach : hodc ngdi
buong chan trong mot chiéc ngai nhu
mot dé vuong, hodc trong tu thé thién
dinh. Trong cac chinhdién s6 19 va 26,
no1 bé thd va phia truéc bao thap con
dat thém mot pho twong Phat that 16n.
Su gheép dat tuong Phat va bao thap
chung véi nhau noi bé tho co thé xem
nhu cach tugng trung cho su phdi hop
gitta Nam va Bic tong chung trong mot
chinh dién. Ngoai ra trong cac hang
thudc dot xay cat thr hai ngudi ta con
nhan théy lan dau tién xuit hién cac
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burc tuong "Phat nam", twong trung cho
giay phut Bic Phat nhap vao Dai bat
Niét ban.

Poi véi cac tranh vé thi trude hét cac
mat da dugc t6 thém mot 1op ho lam
bang dat sét tron véi phan bo va gao,
bén trén 16p ho duoc to thém mot 16p
vO1 va sau cung thi 16p v61 dugc mai
cho that phang truéc khi vé& tranh.
Ngoai cac buc tranh tuong trung "mot
ngan vi Phat" dua theo su tich xay ra
tai thanh Xa V¢ (Sravasti) tim thay
trong hang so 2 thi hau hét cac tranh
anh khac déu muon cac chu dé vé tién
than Duc Phat trong kinh Jataka. Cach
trinh bay sy tich ve tién than Plrc Phat
duoc dién ta that khéo 1éo bang nhiéu
btrc tranh lién tuc noi tiép nhau, khong
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thay mot su gian doan nao ca. Ctr chi
va anh mat cua cac nhan vat phu trong
tranh dugc dién ta that ¥ nhi va tai tinh,
huéng dan sy chll y ciia ngudi xem vao
nhan vat chinh hodc chuyén sang mot
su tich khac. Mau sdc trong tranh that
phong phu, g@)m cac mau nau, do gach,
vang, xanh, luc... Cac nhan vat nir g161
duoc dién tathat hién thyc va tinh te,
vira khéu go1 la1 vura e then. Hau hét
cac hoc gia déu cong nhan 1a cac tranh
trén tuong trong cac hang dong Ajanta
rat tiéu bicu va co thé dai dién cho cac
loai tranh truyen thong dic thu nhat
ciaAn d0. Tiéc thay so du khach ngay
cang dong dao cua nganh du lich "k¥
nghe" ngay nay da lam hu hai phan 16n
gia tai van hoa d6 cua nuéc An va cua
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nhan loai no6i chung, vi khong lam sao
ngan can duogc hang ngan du khach
somoO 1én tuong. Hon nira su hién dién
dong dao cua du khach trong cac hang
dong cing lam cho khong khi b1 0
nhiém thém, nam va vi khuan du loai
phat sinh va x6a dan nhitng birc tranh
vO gia cua nhting di tich ngan nam.

Su suy tan cua Ajanta

Tu liéu va khao ctru vé Aj anta that hét
sttc phong pha, tuy nhién rat khd tim
thay mot hoc gia Tay phuong hay An
d6 nao dé cap dén nguyén nhan suy tan
cua cac hang dong nay. Mot hoc gia
Tay phuong la ba Sophie Royer néu
In trong quyén sach "Durc Phat"
(Bouddha, nha xuat ban Gallimard,
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2009, Paris) mot gia thuyét giai thich
vé su suy tan cua Ajanta (trang 286-
287) nhu sau :

" ...Bén canh chan dung cua cac vi Bo-
tat va cdc canh twong mo ta lai sy tich
cac tién than Pirc Phdt, nguoi ta ciing
c6 thé chiém nguwong trén cdc vich dd
trong tinh xa nhung hinh anh phu nir
khéu goi va thdt tinh xao, moi thoa do
dang ldc méng nhay mua, va cd nhitng
canh twong tiép noi nhau néu lén tirng
chi tiét nho cdc canh xa hoa cia cudc
Song vuong gid... Khi thuc hién cdc tac
phdam vé gid ciia nghé thudt An dé trén
day, cac vi ty kheo noi hang dong
Ajanta ¢ thé da khong nght rang la
chinh minh dang chuan bi khi gidi dé
duwa cho ke khdc hai minh : vi mot ngay
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nao do nhitng nguoi Ba-la-mon sé
khong con do du gi nita khi dua tay tro
thcfng vao sw xa hoa va biét ddu cd s
dam 6 bat déu lan rong trong cac tu
vién lon ¢ An do.Nhitng chi trich dé
cua nguoi Ba-la-mon ciing da gop
phan vao sy suy tan cia Phdt gido
ngay trén phan dat nguyén thuy cia
chinh minh"

Thiét nghi cac 1y do néu lén trén day
that 1a hoi hot va hoan toan sai lam.
Cac canh tugng rat hién thuc trong cac
buc hoa trén twong c6 muyc dich trinh
bay dién tién cac ciu chuyén vé tién
than ctia Ptc Phat trich dan tur kinh
Jataka, cac canh tuong do6 giup cho
nguo1 tu hanh chiém nghiém va suy tu.
Tac gia Sophie Royer chi nhin thay
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nhirng phu ntt khéu go1 va nhirng canh
xa hoa nhung khong nhin thay su doi
nghich cua ching tirc 1a hinh anh cac vi
Bo-tat dimg bén canh nhiing tht ay véi
guong mit trong sang, trong ddi mat
cua ho hién 1én Iong tir b1 va su giac
ngd. Su suy tan cua Phat giao trén dat
An c¢6 nhitng nguyén nhin bao quat
hon, thuc té hon va sau xa hon nhiéu.

Vi thé thiét nghi néu muon tim hiéu su
suy tan cua Ajanta va Phat 2140 no1
chung & An dd thi c6 1& can phai nhin
vao boi canh chung cua lich su quoc
gia nay vao thoi bay gio. Vao thé ky
thu V, cac dao quan Hung n6 xam lang
Ando da tan pha hau hét cac trung tam
Phat gido 16n trong ving tiy bac cia
nudce nay. Rat nhiéu tu liéu cho biét 1a
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cac dao quan xam luge Hung no rat thil
ghét Phat gido, giét ting ni va tan pha
chua chién, nhung lai khong giai thich
vi ly do gi. Tuy nhién nguoi ta co thé
nghi rang nguoi Hung no rat thu ghét
ngudi Han va da gian tiép khong thich
ton giao cua ho tuc la Phat gido. Su
xam lang cua cacdao quan Hung no
vao mién bac An do lam cho dé quoc
Gupta phai tan ra. Khi toan thé mién
bac An bi chia cat thanh nhiéu vuong
quoc va gidc gid nodi 1én khap noi thi
nguol dan phai ro1 bo no1 chon nhau
cat ron cua minhdé chay loan va da do
dén vé cac vung mién dong va trung
An. Su sdi cling chay theo va cé I su
phat trién va xdy dung Ajanta cling vi
thé ma phai ngung lai vao thoi ky nay
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tic 1a vao cudi thé ky tha V hay dau
thé ky thr VI. Su sinh hoat cua tang
doan no1 cac hang dong Ajanta cting bi
bi thu hep va hai thé ky sau thi hoan
toan tro thanh hoang phé. Ajanta chim
vao quén lang hon modt ngan nam cho
dén thang 2 nam 1824 khi trung uy
James Alexander trong mot cudc san
ban da kham pha ra mot cach that tinh
CO.

Sau mot thoi ky gidc gid trién mién
suot hon hai trim nim va mai cho dén
thé ky thir VII thi nha vua

Harsavardhana (606-647) dudi tricu
dai Pusyabhuti mo1 thong nhat duoc
mién bac An. Mic dau trieu dai nay
kha ngan ngui nhung viéc giao hao véi
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cac quéc gia khac lai rat tich cuc, nhat
la d6i voi T rung quoc. Chinh vao thoi
ky nay Trung quoc da dua nh1eu nha su
sang tu hoc tai An va trong s6 do co
ngai Huyen Trang. Trong tap Dai
Puwong Tay vuc ky, ngai Huyén Trang
O cho biét 1a mot dai luan su Phat o140
la ngai Tran Na (Dignaga, 440-520) da
ting dén Ajanta. Trong giai doan lich
sir nay mién nam nudc An bi chia lam
ba quoc gia khac nhau la Calukya
thudc tay nam, Pallava thu¢c dong nam
va Pandya thudc cuc nam. Cac quoc
gia nay déu tham nhuan nén vin hoa
Dravidien cua nguot Tamoul (ngon
nglt va van hoa rat khac vor mién bac).
Mic du cac qudc gia mién nam khong
thu nghich vo1 Phat giao nhung khong
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hé ung ho Phat giao nhu cac quéc gla
mién bac. Khi cac dao quan Hoi gido
tran vao bac An thi mot so nha su Phat
g1a0 thuong lanh nan 1én Tay tang hoac
vuot bién sang Indonéxia va da mang
Phat gido dén cac noi nay.

Vao thé ky thir VIII mot dé quoc mai
la Pala dugc thanh 13p tai cac vung
mién bac gom c6 Ma-kiét-da

(Maggadha) va Orissa (mién cuc dong
thudc ctra song Hang) va triéudai nay
d3a danh dau thoi ky hung thinh cudi
cung cua Phat gido tai ban luc dia An
d6. Duéi triéu dai Pala c6 mot so dai
hoc Phat giao 16n dugc thanh 1ap nhu
Somapura va Odantapur: dudi su quan
Iy cua mot tong phai Phat gido moi la
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‘an-tra thua con go1 la Kim cuong
thtra. Tong phai nay dugc truyén vao
Tay tang ke tu thé ky thir VIII.

la

Triéu dai Pala chua kip cung co lanh
tho thi cac dao quan Hoi glao tu
Afghanistan lai tran vao bac An dot
pha chua chién, glet ha1 su sa1. Pai1 hoc
Na-lan-da b1 san béng vao nam 1199,
su sai bi giét, thu vién bi dot sach va
bién cO nay d3a danh dau trang cuoi
cung cua lich st Phat giao kéo dai
muoi bay thé ky trén phan dat nay cia
dia cau.

Loi két

Muoi bay thé ky hién dign cua Phat

glao trén dat An dadi vao lich su,
nhung rat nhiéu di tich van con do.
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Ajanta hién ra vo1 chung ta hdm nay
nhu mot ky quan ngoai hang cua mot
thoi Phat gido vang son. Trén quan dao
Indonéxia, Phat giao cling da ting hién
dién hon mdt ngan nam va cung da di
vao lich str, chirng tich Iuu la1 1a ngoi
dén Phat giao Borobudur lon nhat thé
gidi van sung stng trén hon dao Java
nhu muodn tiép tuc thach do voi véi
thot gian. Quy luat vo thuong tac dong
lén tat ca moi hién twong trong vi tru
nay, khéng c¢6 mot ngoai 1 nao ca.Tat
ca moi hién tuong déu lién két voi
nhau ma chuyén dong, Ajanta ciing 1a
mot hién tuong vi thé ciing khong tranh
khoi con 16c cua vo thuong. Tom lai
thiét nghi ciling khong co gi khac hon
dé gop ¥ thém cho phan két luan nay,
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chi xin phép duogc ké ra ddy mot cau
chuyén kham pha hoan toan khac han
dé cung vo1 nguol doc suy tu.

Néu trung uy James Alexander cua
quan doi vién chinh Anh quoc trong
mot cudc sin ban & An do da tinh co
kham pha ra mot ky quan dugc xép vao
gia tar van hoa cua nhan loai, thi tai
mot no1 khac cung c6 mot trung uy
khac la Henri de Ponchalon trong quan
doi vién chinh Phap tai An Nam trong
mot cudc sin ban cling da tinh cd kham
pha ra mot thir gi d6 ma biétdau cung
c6 thé 1am cho chtng ta xao xuyén tin
day long ?

Quan doi vién chinh Phap do dé doc
har quan Rigault de Genouilly chi huy
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d6 bo 1én ban dao Tién Tra (ngay nay
go1 la Son Tra) ngay 1 thang 9 nam
1858 dé danh chiétm Da Nang.
Trongdoan quan nay cO mot vién trung
ay tén 1a Henri de Ponchalon rat say
mé sin ban va dong thoi cling 1a nguoi
duy nhat trong dao quan vién chinh ghi
chep vao nhat ky cua minh tung chi tiét
mot nhitng bién cO ctia cudc danh
chiém thudc dia va ca nhitng cam nghi
cling nhu nhiing bién ¢ da xay ra voi
minh. Cach hanh van cua ong that gian
di va chan that, tor cach suy nghi cho
dén nhitng xtc cam trong ong. Sau d6
nhiéu nam thi cac trang nhat ky cua
ong duoc xuat ban thanh sach véi tua
dé "Péng Duwong, nhitng ky niém cia
mot chuyén du hanh va mot cuoc
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chién, 1858-1860" (INDO-CHINE,
Souvenirs de voyage et de campagne,
1858-1860, nha xudt ban Alfred Mamé
et Fils, Editeurs, 1896). Sau day la
phan trich dich (trang 162 dén 167) ké
lai mot vai chuyén sin ban cua tac gia
Henri de Ponchalon :

Ngay 20 thang 3 : Mot 16-cot dwoc xdy
dung trén dinh cao nhdt cia ban ddo
Tién Tra dung lam dia diém quan sat
va ciing dé bdo vé toan ving phia sau
lung doanh trai ; toi duwoc giao pho
trong trach mang trung doi dudi quyén
ciia téi den dong giir noi nay trong tam

ngay.

Sau mot cuoc hanh trinh cuc nhoc
chung toi ciing da den dwoc noi dong
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quan. That la mot quang canh tuyét voi
! Duéi chén téi mdy thdt thap che phii
ca doanh trai Tien Tra ; chi can ddo
mat la téi cé thé nhin thay hét cdc
tiendon cia qudn ddi vién chinh, ngoai
xa la bién cd va nhitng ngon nui da
hoa (Ngii Hanh Son), t6i nhin thay cd
con song nho va cdac vi tri cua ke thu.
Khu rung nguyén sinh chung quanh [o-
cot dcfy sinh vdt va cdc loai thii dé san :
nao la cop, beo, meo rung, chon den, té
te, heo rung, hu’ou,hoc%ng, khi dot, ga
rimg logi soc dao hang (rat palmiste),

. Cha toi la mot nguoi lieu linh va
say mé san bdn, néu ong ta ma dwoc o
day thi sé thich lam ! Tiéc thay ! thang
con trai cua ong ta thi chi duwoc phep
lan qudn chung quanh 16-cot ma théi ;
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han con phai canh chung cho swan
toan cua doanh trai.

SC dao hang (rat palmiste)

Ngay 21 thang 3 : T6i vira giét duoc
mot con khi lo noi (douc). Tai mot khuc
quanh trén mot con dwong mon rdt
khodi t6i vut tréng thay mét con khi
khong 16 hai chin mau dé dang bdam
trén cay. Con khi hoan toan bat dong
va cunhin toi cham cham; toi dua sung
len vai, no phong sang canh khac : tol
bop co, no roi xuong dat va bi thuong
nang. Phdi thii nhdn rang t6i hét sirc
xuc dong khi chay dén bén canh né va
nhin thay con vdt ddng thwong hai mat
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nira khép nita mé hinh nhw dang cau
khan t6i tha mang cho né. Quyét dinh
cua toi thi lai khong phu hop ti nao voi
sy xuc dong cua toi ; no bao toi phai
tém lay con khiva téi lién dam vao gdy
con khi mot qud thdt manh roi lot xac
né mot cach thit oai hing dem vé giao
cho tén dau bép. Pén bita com toi, toi
moi thém hai tén trung si duedi quyén
cua toi.

Khllo noi (Douc tén khoa hoc
Pygathrix nemaeus)

Ngay 22 thang 3 : Thit khi lo noi van
duwoc xem la tuyét hao nhat, nhung theo
toi thi thit loai soc dao hang ma toi vira
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ban dwoc mot con sang nay thi phdi
noi la thom tho hon hét.

Teén thuoc ha cua toi - phai cong nhdn
han thdt thdo vic —vira dung len cho
t6i mot can léu thdt xinh xan, toi dung
né lam nha an va cho nghi trua. Duoi
chdn trén chiéc vongdong dua, toi mo
mang nghi dén chuyen du hanh dep
dénay roi cing sé cham ditt, dén mot
tran chién dang dién ra thdt thi vi, dén
sw khen thuong ma téi hang mong
doi,den khu rimg nguyén sinh ma toi
dang woc mo sé tao dwoc tai noi nay
nhitng thanh tich san ban rang ngoi va
roi t6i ngu thiép di.

Khi ngay da hét, dudi anh trang sing
t6i c6 tim mot noi démai phuc. Pém
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hém qua cé tiéng hwou kéu ngay bén
canh 16-cot. Sau mét gio cho doi thi ¢6
tieng gam cua thu dir vong lai bdo cho
t6i biét da dén lic phdi chudn bi ; t6i
lien chay dén noi an nap. Canh 16-cot
bong c6 mét con vt chdn rat ngan
chay bang ngang dwong, toi ben nha
dan va giét diwroc mot con te-tg, té té la
mot con vat thuoc loai co vu thuoc ho
dong vat thiéu rdng, chuyénan kién ;
toan than co mot lop giap mau den ;
thit cua cua no khong an duoc.

pr————
W, -

Con
Ngay 23thang 3 : .................
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Ngay 24 thang 3 : T6i giét dwoc mot
con ga rung long den ; san loai thu nay
rat kho. thirc tir lic ba gio sdng toi
ngoi rinh thdt im hon mét gio dong ho
duoi mot lum cay. Con ga chay xet
ngang mat toi nhu mot tia chop ;
nha mot phat dan vao cai hanh phuc
nho bé ay. Qua thdt, vao bira com toz
hém dé thi t6i méi biét la cong lao ngoi
cho ciia t6i ban sang dd dwoc dén bu
that hau hinh ; thit ga rung that vo
cung tuyéet hao.

Ngay 25 thang 3 : Néu dirng bi chuyén
di noi khdc va cu dwoc o day thi thich
thi biét chung nao ! Duoc olai giira
canh rung day dp mudn thi nhw thé
nay thi toi chang phai la nguoi sung
swong nhat thé gian hay sao ? Ngay
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nhé t6i van thuong wéc mo dwoc song
nhw Lo Binh Son (Robinson Crusoé).
Lo Binh Son So”’ng mot minh trén mot
hon ddao hoang thi chdc gi da sung
suwong hon toi trong khu rung nguyén
sinh nay ? Tén hau cdn Thir Sdu
(Vendredi) cua ong ta lam gi sanh kip
voi tén thuoc ha Dulout vo cung hao
hung cua toi ? Duoi bong mat cua
nhitng goc co thu tram ndm, t6i chi
muon ngdm lén nhitng cdu tho ciia thi
hao Chateaubriand ma cha toi da mot
lan ngam nga khi di san trong khu
rung Ecouves thdt dep gan tinh ly
Alencon, bong nhién tiéng ngam ciia
cha t6i bat than dung lai vi co mot con
hodng chay ngang, cha téi ha dwoc né
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tai mot khuc quanh trén mot con duong
mon :

Giira khu rung yen lang, trong canh
co quanh dang yéu,

Téi chi muén 6m ldy nhitng bong ram
chwa hé ai biéet den !

Trong nhitng khuc quanh am u, cw
ngo rang minh dang lac loi,

Trong long thanh than khong mot
chut lo au.

Chao éi ! sao hanh phiic thé nay, wéc
g1 toi dwoc song tron kiép noi day,
Xa loai ngwoi, giira tieng sudi reo roc
rach.
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Mong rang moi ngwoi hdy cir quén toi
di, noi chon quanh hiu nay,

Duwoi bong mat cua loai cay du, toi
thiep di trén tam tham ddy hoa.

Ngay 26 thang 3 : HOm qua khi tham
hiém chung quanh don canh, t6i kham
pha duwoc mot ché ma khi lo noi thurong
kéo dén dua gion. Cir thdy t6i la ching
bo chay. Sang hom nay, khe khe toi
luon vao cdc bui cdy dé ndp va téi ban
duwoc mot con khi dang nhay nhot trén
canh. 76i vo cung ngac nhién khi trong
thay mot con khi khdc tir trén cdy tut
ngay xuong dat ém lay xdc con vit bj
ban chét roi chay vao rimg vira kén 1én
nhitng tiéng kéu thwong thong thiét !
Qua that la mot ban nang tuyét voi !



Vai loi gop y

Trung uy James Alexander kham pha
ra mot hang dong bo quén hon mot
ngan nam va ngay nay da duogc Lién
Hiép Quoc xép vao gia tai van hoa cia
nhan loai, trung Gy Henr1 de Ponchalon
thi nhin thay mot con khi tir trén cAy
tut xudng dat dé 6m xacdong loai chay
vao rumg va phat 1én nhiing tiéng kéu
thuong thong thiét. Hinh anh con khi
om xac dong loai chay vao rung da
dugc trung ty Henri de Ponchalon ghi
lai bang mot dong chit trong mot quyén

sach nho da ngu yén hon mot tram nam
trong thu vién qudc gia Phap.

Nguoi doc cling c6 thé tu hoi tai sao lai
dem so sanh hai cau chuyén khong co
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gi lién hé voi nhau nhu thé ? That vy,
ha1 su kién thudc vao hai lanh vuc khac
nhau. Hang d0ng Ajanta thudc vao
linh vuc vat-chat thu hat dwoc hang
nghin du khach dén viéng mdi ngay,
nguodi dén xem c6 thé chupanh va so
mo duogc, trong khi do thi tinh thuong
yeu déng loai cua mot con thu la1 thudc
vao lanh vuc phi-vat-chét nén khé nam
bat va khong 16i kéo dugc su quan tAm
ciia con nguoi. Cling thé, rat dé cho
ching ta so sanh gilra cua cai cua mot
ngudi giau co va su thiéu thon cia mot
ké co han, nhung lai rat kho cho chung
ta so sanh gitta cia bo thi cia mot
nguol du thtra va nhitng xtc cam tu
tam hién ra trong long cua mot nguol
nghéo kho. Ciing thé, rat dé cho co
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quan Vin hoa Lién Hiép Quoc biéu
quyét xép cac hang dong Ajanta vao
gia tal van hoa cua nhan loai, nhung
néu c6 mot thanh vién ndo do6 néu 1én y
kién can phai bao vé long yéu thuong
dong loai trong 1ong mdt con thu thi co
[& cac thanh vién khac ciing chi biét
cuo1 trir ma thol.

Khi thay con khi liéu chét tir trén cay
tut xuot dat om lay xac cua dong loai
chay vao rung thi trung uy Henri de
Pochalon kéu len : "Quad thdt la mot
ban nang tuyét voi !", trong khi do thi
chinh 6ng lai khong nhin thay céi ban
nang thu tinh va hung bao trong long
minh, dang khich dong minh tim kiém
mot miéng an "ngon", su thoa man khi
nha mot vién dan vao mot sinh vat
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hac. That vay, ngay nay néu muon
n1iém nguong di tich Ajanta thi ciing

k

nong dén no1 kho lam, nhung la1 vo

cung kho khin cho chung ta néu ching
ta muon kham pha ra mot hang dong
that sau kin va sinh dong vo1 bé tho va
x4 loi dang bi che lap trong mot noi
tham kin cua day 1ong minh.

Bures-Sur-Yvette, 06.07.10
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Un sulre singn descendit de arbiro ransaser b+ corps de ma victime,

Mot con khi tir trén cay tut xuong dé



nhit xac cua con khi bi ban chét
(anh trich trong sach cua Henri de
Ponchalon, trang 167)

Phuluc 1: Hinh anh cac hang Ajanta,
Bedsa Bhaja va Kharla
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Karla caves
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Ajanta Caves



Water Falls, Ajanta Caves
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Bén trong Ajanta Caves:
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Reclmln‘g Budvdha ca'rve'd In the Ajanta
Caves In Northern India,
dating to the 2nd century B.C
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Tranh vé trong Ajanta Caves
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Temptation of Mara, ainting of mural
In Cave 1, Ajanta,
1875-1876, Museum no. 1S.13-1885
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Ajanta Bodhisattva



