He¢ Phdi Tang Gia Khdt Si Viét Nam
Thién Phic

Bai viét ngdn ndy chi nham phdc hoa lai so
luge vé sy thanh hinh va phdt trién ciia Hé Phdi
Tdang Gia Khdt St Viet Nam hoi giita thé ky thit muoi
chin. Gido héi Phat Gido Tang Gia Khdt Si Viét
Nam dugc Puc Ton Su Minh Pdng Quang sdng ldp
nam 1944. Gido Héi dugc sdng ldp trong giai doan
suy doi ciia Phdt gido Viét Nam. Pitc Tén Su da
khéo léo phdi hop giita hai truyén théng gido Iy
Nam va Bdc Téng dé lam gido Iy can bdn cho Gido
Hoi. Ddu chi mdi xudt hién ding 80 nam, nhung H¢
Phdi Tang Gia Khdt St Viét Nam da phdt trién va
16n manh viing vang song hanh véi mét sé tong phdi
lau doi nhu Thién Téng va Tinh PG Téng Viét Nam.
Vé sau ndy, Gido Hji Phdt Gido Tang Gia Khdt ST
Thé Gidi, dugc Hoa Thuong Thich Gidc Nhién, mot
bdc Tam Tang Phdp Su, thanh ldp vao ndm 1978
tai Hoa Ky, thodt thai tix Gido Hi Ting Gia Khat
ST Viét Nam sdng ldp bdi Piic Ton Su Minh Ddng
Quang vao ndam 1944. Hién tai, hé phdi Tang Gia
Khadt Si tai Viét Nam duoc sy lanh dao tric tiép ciia
Hoa Thugng Thich Gidc Toan, tru sé ddt tai Tinh
Xd Trung Tdm, thudc dia phdn Sai Gon. Trong khi
dé, Gido Hoi Tang Gia Khdt St Thé Gidi cé rdt
nhiéu tinh xd khdp noi trén thé gidi tix nudc My, dén
Canada, Uc, Phdp, Anh, Bi, Nga, vidn vin.

(A) Tong Quan Phdt Gido Viét Nam

Do bdi vi tri nim bén bd Pong Nam Chau A va c¢6 cling bién gidi
vGi Trung Hoa nén Viét Nam da bi dnh hudng bdi cd hai tdng phdi
Phat gido Nguyén Thily tif phia Nam va Pai Thira tit phia Bic. Hon
nita, trong s8 cdc qudc gia trong ving Pong Nam chiu A thi nén vin
héa clia Viét Nam gin gidng v6i nén vin héa ciia Trung Hoa nén Phat



Gido Viét Nam c6 khuynh huéng nghiéng hin vé Phat gido Pai Thira.
Tuy nhién, do hoan cdnh dia 1y va lich sit phét trién, Phat gido Nguyén
Thily ciing tir tir bit ré trong doi song hing ngay cta dan ching. Phat
gido d&€n Viét Nam tir nhiéu noi, bao gdm Trung Hoa, Phu Nam,
Champa (mot vuong qudc & mién Trung Viét Nam dd mat vao khodng
th€ ky thit 15), Cao Mién, va tir nhitng nha su di dudng bién tir An bd.
Phit gido c6 1& da dugc dua vao Viét Nam bing dudng bién vao diu
th€ ky thit nhat. Vao khodng thé€ ky thi hai hay thi ba tru6c Tay lich,
c6 nhiéu ph4i doan Phit gido dudc hoang d&€ A Duc phdi ra nu6c ngoai
dé truyén b4 gido 1y clia Pitc Phat § nhitng xif xa xdi, vudt xa bién gidi
An D6 nhu Phi Chiu, TAy A va Trung A ciing nhu Pong Nam A gém
cdc nudc nhu Ma Lai, Mi€n Pién, Thdi Lan, Lao, Cao Mién, Cham va
Viét Nam, thdi bay gid ¢6 tén 1a Quan Giao Chi (bay git 1a viing tinh
Béc Ninh). Mai cho d&n thé ky tht 10, Viét Nam vAn con nim dudi su
dd ho cla ngudi Trung Hoa, nén dnh hudng clia Trung Hoa ridt manh
vé moi mit trong xa hdi Viét Nam, bao gdm ludn viéc truyén b Phat
gido. Vao khodng th€ ky thit hai thi tai Giao Chi dd c¢6 nhitng vi Ting
ndi ti€ng, dién hinh 13 ngai Khuong Ting Hoi. Ngudi ta tin ring trong
ba trung tim Phat gido ¢§ dai 8 Pong A 12 Lac Dudng, Banh Thanh va
Luy Lau thi trung tAim Luy LAu & Giao Chi 13 trung tAm Phat gido dau
tién dudc thanh 1ap dudi triéu Hin vao khodng thé€ ky thit nhat Tay
lich. Thoi d6 Luy Lau Ia thi phii ctia Giao Chi, Itic bdy gi¢ 12 thudc dia
cta Trung Hoa. Vi Luy LAu ndm giita con dudng giao thudng An Hoa,
nén thdi d6 cdc nha su tién phong An Do trudc khi d&n Trung Hoa ho
déu ghé lai Luy Lau. Vi th€ ma Luy LAu di trd thanh mot djém thuan
tién va hung thinh cho cdc doan truyén gido tién phong tit An Do dén
luu trd, truyén b4 gido 1y nha Phat trude khi cdc vi ti€p tuc cudc hanh
trinh di vé phuong Bic. Ciing chinh vi th€ ma Ting Poan Luy Liu
dugc thanh 14p trude cd Lac Duong va Banh Thanh. Vao thdi d6 trung
tdm Luy Lau c6 trén 20 ngdi chiia va 500 Ting si. Pugc biét Kinh T
Thap Nhi Chuong xuAt hién diu tién tai Luy Lau vao thé ky thit hai
sau Tay Lich.

Nhu trén dd néi, Phat gido c6 1& da dugc dua vao Viét Nam biing
dudng bién vao diu thé ky thit nhat. Vao khodng thé ky thit hai thi tai
Giao Chi di c6 nhitng vi Ting ndi ti€ng, dién hinh 13 ngai Khuong
Ting Hoi. Tuy nhién, Phat gido Viét Nam chwa dugc phdt trién manh
cho mdi d&€n nim 580 khi Thién su Ty Ni Pa Luu Chi, mot vi su An



Do, 1a dé tir cda Tam T Tang Xdn, truSc khi dong Thién Trung Hoa
bi chia lam hai, Bic vd Nam tong, di d&€n Viét Nam va sang lap dong
Thién T Ni Pa Luu Chi. T8 truyén cda dong Thién ddu tién ndy chim
dit sau khi t6 thit 28 clia n6 thi tich vao nim 1216. Tuy nhién, 4nh
hudng ctia né con rat manh & phia Bic. Dong Thién thit hai tai Viét
Nam dugc phat khGi bdi mot nha su Trung Hoa tén 12 V6 Ngon Thong,
mot dé ti cia Thién su Bach Trugng Hoai Hai. TS truyén clia dong
Thién niy chdm dift vao thé€ ky thit 13, du dong Thién niy van ton tai.
Mic di hai dong Thién ndy khong con tdn tai nhu nhitng dong truyén
thira, nhung chinh hai dong Thién ndy da dit nén méng vitng chic cho
Phit gido Viét Nam. Dudi thdi nha DPinh (969-981), vua DPinh Tién
Hoang di dit ra Tang Gia Viét Nam dugc nha vua bdo trd va bd
nhiém nhitng vi su ndi ti€ng vao cdc chiic vu trong triéu, nhitng chitc
vu ma trude kia déu do cdc hoc gid Khdng Nho ddm nhiém. Dudi thdi
nha Tién L& (981-1009), bd Pai Tang bing Han vin dau tién da dugc
thinh vé tir Trung Qudc, lam cin ban gido dién cho Phat gido Viét
Nam. Th&i nha Ly 12 thdi hoang kim clia nén ty chii Viét Nam. Nam
1069, vua Ly Thdnh To6n phéit dong chi€n dich Nam tié€n chdng lai
Chiém Thanh, trong chién dich nay trong s& hang trim ngan ti binh
bit dudc, c6 mot tii binh rat dic biét dugc dua vé kinh d6 Thing Long,
mot nha su Trung Hoa tén Thdo Pudng. Véi sy hd trd manh mé clia
vua Ly Thdnh Tén, dong Thién Thio Pudng di dudc khai sidng. V&
sau nay tong phai Tinh Do ciing dugc du nhap vao Viét Nam tir Trung
Qudc chi€m vi thé€ kha manh va ton tai cho d&€n ngay nay. Ngoai ra,
hau hét nhitng tong phdi Phat gido Trung Hoa déu dugc truyén bd va
ton tai tai Viét Nam.

Vo hiu ban thé€ ky thi 19, Phat gido vin con phd cip trong dian
chiing, nhung phai chiu thut hau trong thdi thu'c din Phdp thong tri Viét
Nam, ho Ging hd Thién Chia gido va dan dp Phat gido mdt cdch da
man. Ngudi Phdp bi danh dudi ra khdi linh thd Viét Nam vao thé ky
20. Vao nim 1917, Bdc Ho Phap Pham Cong Tic sdng 1ap Cao Pai
gido, ton gido bao gdm cé ba niém tin cia Phat, Lio, va Cd Pdc gido.
Cao-Pai chip nhan vii tru luan clia Phat gido Tinh D6 va Lio gido;
tuy vay, mdt s& Phat t¥ khong ddng y sip dit Cao Pai nhu 1a mot
trudng phdi ctia Phat gido. Vao giita thé ky thit 20, Viét Nam c6
khodng trén 80 phin trim dan chiing theo Phit gido; tuy nhién, phin
16n nhitng ngudi dudc goi 12 Phat tif ¢6 mdt ¥ nghi rit mo ho vé y



nghia that sy ciia Phat gido. Trong thap thiap nién 1920s, c6 mdt cudc
phuc hung Phat gido tai Viét Nam, va bdt ddu nim 1931 mot sd cic t&
chitc Phat gido ra doi trén toan qudc. T ndm 1931 dén 1934, Hoa
Thugng Khanh Hoa linh dao nhiéu hoi Phat Hoc khip Bic, Trung,
Nam va Phat gido da din din phuc hung. Vao nim 1948, Gido Hoi
Phit Gido Viét Nam Thong Nhat dudc thanh 1ap & Ha Noi. Nhiéu tap
chi va dich badn sdch bdo Phit gido dugc phdt hanh. Tai Hu€, Hoa
Thugng Thich Gidc Nhién va cu s Minh Tam Lé Dinh Tham da dong
g6ép tich cyc vao phong trao chidn hung Phit gido bing cdch thuyét
phép biing ti€ng Viét, thanh 1ap nhidu t§ chic thanh nién Phat ti va
dich Kinh Lidng Nghiém sang Viét ngit. Vao ndm 1951 mot hdi nghi
Phit gido toan qudc hop tai Hu& nhim thdng nhit cdc t6 chic Phat
gido va hoat dong cta Ting Gia. Hoi nghi da chip thuan cho Gido Hoi
Phat Gido Viét Nam gia nhap Hoi Phat T Than Hitu Thé Gidi dugc
thanh 14p tai Colombo Tich Lan vao nim 1950. Thing 9, ndm 1952,
hoi nghi Phat Gido th€ Gi6i ky 2 tai Pong Kinh, Nhat Ban. Phdi doan
Tich Lan, trén dudng t6i BPong Kinh, di ghé lai Sai Gon trén tau “La
Marseillaise” v6i x4 1i cia Piic Phat. Nhan cd hoi ndy Gido Hoi Phat
Gido Viét Nam thong nhit da biéu duong thuc luc ciia minh sau 1&
cung nghénh x4 1gi Phat ctia hon 50.000 Phit t& trong 6 ngay lién tuc.
Sau nim 1954, Viét Nam bi chia d6i, mién Bic Cong San dudi sy linh
dao ctia HS Chi Minh va mién Nam Cong Hoa dudi su lanh dao clia
Ng6 Pinh Diém. Do tinh hinh chinh tri xdo trOn trén ca hai mién Nam
Bic nén Phit gido Viét Nam khong dudc phat trién nhu Phat gido tai
nhitng qudc gia khdc trong ving. Phat gido bi dan d4p dudi cd hai ch€
dd, mién Bic Cong Sdn va mién Nam cia Ngo Pinh Diém, mot tin dd
Thién Chiia Gido. Sau nim 1963, Phit gido mién Nam phuc hdi véi sur
thanh hinh cia Gido Hoi Phat Gido Thong Nhait, nhung Phat gido mién
Bic vin Am thim v6i nhitng sinh hoat gi6i han dudi ché do Cong San.
Sau nim 1975, Cong S4n chi€m toan bd Viét Nam, Phit gido Viét
Nam bi phin tdn. Nhiéu Ting Ni va hang trim ngan Phat t& da vudt
thodt dé€n cdc quoc gia khdc trén thé gidi va Phat gido Viét Nam tai
hdi ngoai dugc hung thinh trén nhitng viing dit méi nady. Nim 1980
chanh quyén Cong Sin cho thanh lip Gido Hoi Phat Gido Viét Nam.
T d6 ndi qudc nodi, Phat Gido Viét Nam c6 hai gido hoi hoat dong
song hanh cho d&n ngay nay. Du sao di nita, Phit gido ludn dugc su
ling ho va bit ré siu xa trong quan chiing.



(B) Ton Su Minh Ddang Quang &
H¢ Phdi Khat Si Viét Nam

1. Thén Thé Va Hanh Trang Ciia Téon Su Minh Ping Quang:
Minh Piang Quang 14 mdt Pai Tang quan trong ctia Phit gido Viét
Nam vao tién ban th& ky 20. Ngai sanh vao nim 1923 va ving béng
vao nam 1954. Ngai 1a mot trong nhitng nha su cai cach Phit gido chd
y&u trong ldc ludn 1y va dao ditc Phat gido dang con nghiéng ngita, va
12 ngudi sdng 1ap ra Gido Hoi Phat gido Ting Gia Khat ST Viét Nam.
Ngai da khéo 1éo phdi hop gifta hai truyén thdng gido Iy Bic va Nam
tong d€ 1am thanh gido 1y cin ban cho gido hoi. Khong bao 1au sau khi
thanh 1ap, hang triéu tin d6 da theo Ngai tu tdp. Vao giita thip nién
70s, mot dé tr 16n clia Ngai la Hoa Thugng Thich Gidc Nhién da thanh
1ap Gido Hoi Phat Gido Tang Gia Khat ST Thé Gidi vdi so tin dd khip
ndi trén th€ gidi. Ton s Minh Pidng Quang sanh ra va 16n 1én trong
mot gia dinh theo truyén thdng Khéng Manh. Chinh vi th€ nén du sau
nay lau thong Tam Tang kinh di€n, Ngai vin ton trong né nép Khdng
Manh d3 in siu trong 1ong din toc. Ngai thAm nhuan tri€t Iy Khdng
Manh ngay tir khi Ngai con rdt nhd d&€n ndi Ngai ludn ton trong gido ly
Khéng Manh mic dit hoan toan thong sudt kinh dién. Du thsi gian
hoing phép cta Ton su chi von ven c6 mudi nim, nhung Ngai di dong
g6p that nhiéu cho Phat gido Viét Nam néi riéng va cho Phat gido néi
chung. Tén su Minh Bing Quang di dén va di di. Pd 70 nim troi qua
tir khi cong cudc Hoing Phip ddy y nghia clia Ngai da diém td cho bdi
canh lich st Viét Nam vao thdi d6, dic biét 12 cdc ving & mién dat
phuong Nam. Tir mot chi€c béng don 1é trong thdi budi cuc ky ly loan
cta lich st Viét Nam, Ngai da md ra mot ky nguyén mdi cho Phit gido
Viét Nam, ky nguyén clia dao Phat thit sy, dao Phat chinh thong, dao
Phat thit sy ngdm siu vao long din Viét sau nhiéu nim oin oai dudi
chanh sdch hdy diét ton gido cla thuc dan Phiap. Pa hon nia thé€ ky
trdi qua, th€ ma cudc ddi va su nghiép tu hanh cia Ngai ching bao gid
mat dnh hudng, ching nhitng d6i v6i hang dé tir ma con ddi véi ta't cd
nhitng ai c6 cd hoi bi€t d&€n Ngai. Ky that, thdi gian dudng nhu khong
c6 4nh hudng gi hét véi nhitng ky Gc vé Ngai, vd dinh luit vo thudng
dudng nhu cling khong chiu in diu tang thuong trén danh ti€ng vi dai



clia vi thay vi dai nay. Tdc phong sdng ngdi va dic tdnh siéu nhién clia
Ngai, thém vao y chi kién quyét da gidp Ngai c6 khd ning khai mg
mot truyén thdng Phit gido ndi ti€ng tai Viét Nam. Ngai bit diu st
mang cla minh ngay tf khi hdy con rat tré. Sy nhiét thanh hing hdi
ctia Ngai dé tim ki€m va truyén ba Phat phdp lic ndo ciing khi€n hang
hau bdi chiing ta kinh phuc va luén khuyén tan chiing ta ti€p tuc di
theo budc chin ciing nhu tim guong rang ngdi cia Ngai d€ phuc vu
Chanh Phap.

II. Ton Su Minh Ddang Quang va Gido Hpi Phdt Gido Tang Gia

Khat Si Viét Nam:

Gido hoi Phat Gido Ting Gia Khat Si Viét Nam dudc Pic Ton Su
Minh Pidng Quang sdng 1ap ndm 1944. Gido Hoi dugc sdng 1ap trong
giai doan suy ddi cia Phat gido Viét Nam. Ptic Ton Su dd khéo 1éo
phdi hop giita hai truyén thdng gido ly Nam va Bic Tong dé€ 1am gido
Iy cin bdn cho Gido Hoi. Khong bao ldu sau ngay dugc Pic Ngai
thanh 1ap, hang triéu tin d6 di theo Ngai tu tap. Ti€ng Pifc Ngai vang
vong, tuy nhién Pitc Ngai thinh linh ving béng vao nim 1954, tir nim
dé6 Gido Hoi chinh thic tudng niém ngay Pitc Ngai ving béng. Sau khi
DPitc Ngai ving béng Gido Hoi Phat Gido Ting Gia Khi't Si Viét Nam
da phat trién nhanh hon trén mdt binh dién rong hon tir khip cic mién
Nam Viét ra tin Bic Trung Viét v6i hang triéu triéu tin dd. Cdc Gido
doan thudc Gido hoi Phat Gido Ting Gia Khat Si Viét Nam: Hién tai
c6 6 gido doan Tiang va 3 gido doan Ni trén toan qudc: Gido doan
Tdng: Gido doan Ting tht Nhat do Trudng Liao Gidc Chdnh lanh dao,
14y Tinh X4 Ngoc Vién trong tinh Vinh Long lam tru s chanh. Gido
doan thit hai do Trudng Lio Gidc T4nh linh dao, 14y Tinh X4 Ngoc
Trang trong tinh Nha Trang lam tru s§ chanh. Gido doan thé ba do
Trudng Lao Gidc An lanh dao, 14y Tinh X4 Ngoc Tong trong tinh Nha
Trang lam try s chanh. Gido doan tht tw do Phap Su Gidc Nhién lanh
dao, 14y Phdp Vién Minh Ding Quang trong tinh Bién Hoa lam tru s&
chanh. Gido doan thi nim do Trudng Lo Gidc Ly lanh dao, 18y Tinh
X4 Trung TaAm § Sai Gon lam try s chdnh. Gido doan thd sdu do
Trudng Lio Gidc Hué linh dao, 14y Gidng Pudng Loc Uyén & Sai
Gon 1am tru s& chanh. Gido doan Ni: Gido doan Ni thi Nhat do Ni
Trudng Huynh Lién linh dao, 14y Tinh X4 Ngoc Phuong & Sai Gon
lam try s& chanh. Gido doan thit hai do Ni Trudng Lao Ngan Lién lanh



dao, 14y Tinh X4 Ngoc Tién tai Ha Tién, trong tinh Rach Gid lam tru
s§ chanh. Gido doan th ba do Ni Trudng Tri Lién lanh dao, 14y Tinh
X4 Ngoc Hiép trong tinh My Tho lam tru s§ chanh. Nhitng nha lanh
dao cua Gido H)i Phdt Gido Ting Gia Khat St Viét Nam: Gido HoOi
Phat Gido Ting Gia Khit Si Viét Nam du6i sy lanh dao cda Ton Su
Minh Ping Quang tif nim 1946 dén 1954. T nim 1954 dén 1975 do
Trudng Lao Gidc Chanh lanh dao. Sau ndm 1975, tai qudc ndi, Trudng
Lio Gidc Chdnh ti€p tuc 1anh dao. Trong khi d6 Phdp Su Gidc Nhién,
trudng Gido doan 4 xuat ngoai va thanh 1ap Gido Hoi Phat Gido Ting
Gia Khat Si Th€ Gidi. Trudng Lio Gidc Chanh thi tich ndm 2004. Hién
Gido Hoi Khit Si trong v ngodi nuSc dude sy 1inh dao tinh thin cla
Hoa Thugng Thich Gidc Nhién. Tuy nhi€n, Gido Hoi trong nudc dugc
st 1anh dao truc ti€p cia Hoa Thugng Thich Gidc Toan, tru s§ dit tai
Tinh X4 Trung Tam, thudc dia phin Sai Gon.

(C) Hoa Thugng Thich Gidc Nhién &
Gido Hpi Tang Gia Khdt Si Thé Gidi

I. Phdp Su Gidc Nhién (1923 - 2015):

Phép Su Thich Gidc Nhién, th€ danh Nguyén Thanh Pugc, 12 con
trai Gt trong mot gia dinh ¢6 ndm anh em. Cu than sinh clia ngai la
Nguyén Hitu Hudn, va thidn miu la cu ba Ngd thi Sang. Ngai 1a mot
trong nhitng cao ting ndi ti€ng cla Phat gido Viét Nam, mot bac Tam
Tang Phdp Su. Ngai sanh nim 1923 tai Can Thd, Nam Viét Nam, xuit
gia 1am chd tiéu tir nhé. Thoat ddu ngai tho gido vdi Pitc Ton Su Minh
Tri v6i Phap danh Minh Chau. Ndm 1939, ngai tho gidi véi Pai Lao
Hoa Thugng Thich Minh Phung v6i phdp danh 1a Thich Minh Tam,
phédp hi€¢u Tanh Chon. Nam 1944, sau khi Pai Lao Hoa Thugng Minh
Phung vién tich, ngai ti€p tuc tu hanh cho d&€n nim 1951, ngai gip Puc
Toén Su Minh Ping Quang (vi sdng 1ap ra Gido Hoi Ting Gia Khat Si
Viét Nam). Ngai dugc TS Su Minh Ping Quang ban cho phdp danh
Thich Gidc Nhién va da trd thanh mot trong nhitng dai dé tir xuit sic
cia Bdc Ton Su Minh Pang Quang. Nam 1954, sau khi Tén Su Minh
bing Quang ving béng mot cdch bi mat thi ngai lam trudng Gido
DPoan 4, mdt trong siu gido doan clia hé phdi Khit ST Viét Nam, chu
du khdp tr Nam ra Trung hoding tri gido phap Khat Si. Nam 1958, ngai



lanh trdch nhiém Tri Sy Trudng kiém Trudng Ban Hodng Phdp, din
doan du Téng di khdp noi tr Nam ra Trung, xay dung trén 30 ngdi tinh
x4d. Ndm 1960, ngai dugc bé nhiém vao chic vu téng tri sy trudng,
tdng vu trudng tdng vu Ting sy, tong vu trtdng tdng vu hoing phap,
va tong vu trudng tdng vu xa hdi cia Gido Hoi Ting Gia Khit Si Viét
Nam. Nam 1964, ngai kiém nhiém chdc vy Vién Trudng Vién Hanh
Pao. Nim 1965, ngai m& Vién Truyén Gido dao tao chu Tang Ni cho
gido hoi. Tir khi TS Su ving bong d&€n nim 1975, ngai vira hoiing phap
vira bién soan rit nhiéu kinh siach. Chinh ngai da suu tap va in lai 69
quyén Chon Ly ctia T8 Su Minh Ping Quang. Ngai sang M§ nim 1978
va dinh cu tai California, cuing ndm d6 ngai sdng 1ap ra Gido Hoi Phat
Gido Ting Gia Khat ST Thé Gi6i tai California, M§ Qudc. Sau khi nhi
t6 Gidc Chdnh vién tich nim 2004, ngai trd thanh tam td cta hé phai
Tiang Gia Khat Si. Trong sudt hon bdy thap nién hanh dao, ngai da thu
nap hang tri¢u tin dd va xdy hang trim ngdi tinh x4 tif trong Viét Nam
ra d€n hai ngoai. Ngay nay & tudi 86 thé ma ngai van con chu du khip
ndi trén th€ giGi thuyét gido tir khip noi trén nuéc My, dé€n Canada,
Uc, Phép, Anh, Bi, Nga, vin vén.

I1. Gido Héi Phét Gido Tang Gia Khat Si Thé Gidi:

Gido Hoi Phat Gido Ting Gia Khat S Thé Gi6i, dugc Hoa Thugng
Thich Gidc Nhi€én, mot bdc Tam Tang Phidp Su, thanh lap vao nim
1978 tai Hoa Ky, thoat thai tr Gido Hoi Ting Gia Khat Si Viét Nam
sdng 1ap bdi Bic Ton Su Minh Ping Quang vao nim 1944. Hoa
Thugng Thich Gidc Nhién 13 mdt trong nhitng cao ting ndi ti€ng clia
Phit gido Viét Nam, mot bac Tam Tang Phdp Su. Ngai sanh nim 1923
tai Can Tho, Nam Viét Nam, xuit gia 1am chd ti€u tif nim 8 tudi. Nim
1944, ngai gip va lam dé t&r Ton Su Minh Pang Quang (vi sang 14p ra
Gido Hoi Tang Gia Khat Si Viét Nam). Nim 1954, sau khi Ton Su
Minh Ping Quang ving bong mdt cdch bi mat thi ngdi lam trudng
Gido Poan 4, mot trong sdu gido doan clia hé phai Khit Si Viét Nam,
chu du khdp tr Nam ra Trung hoing tri gido phap Khat Si. Ngai sang
M¥ ndm 1978 va dinh cu tai California, cing ndm dé ngai sdng lap ra
Gido Hoi Phat Gido Ting Gia Khat ST Thé Gidi tai California, My
Quéc. Sau khi nhi t8 Gidc Chanh vién tich nim 2004, ngai trd thanh
tam t8 cia hé phdi Ting Gia Khat Si. Trong sudt hon by thip nién
hanh dao, ngai da thu nap hang triéu tin dd va xay hang trim ngdi tinh



x4 tif trong Viét Nam ra d&€n hdi ngoai. Lic tudi 86 th€ ma ngai vin
con chu du khip noi trén th€ gidi thuyét gido tir khdp ndi trén nude
My, d&€n Canada, Uc, Phap, Anh, Bi, Nga, vin van. Ngai thi tich vao
ngay 3 thang 8 nim 2015, tho 93 tudi.
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The Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Sect
Thién Phic

This short text is only a brief sketch on the
formation and  development of the Vietnamese
Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Sect in the middle of the
twentieth century. Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu
Buddhist Association, founded in 1944 by the Late
Most Honourabled One Minh Ddng Quang. The
school was established during declined period of the
Vietnamese Buddhism. Most Honourabled One Minh
Ddng Quang cleverly combined both doctrines from
Theravada (Hinayana) and Mahayana to make the
doctrine for the Vietnamese Sangha Buddhism. Even
though the Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist
Sect appeared just 80 years, it has firmly developed,
strengthened, and walked together with other old
time sects such as the Vietnamese Zen Sects and the
Vietnamese Pure Land Sect. Later, the International
Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association, founded in
1978 in the United States by Most Venrable Thich
Gidc Nhién, a Tripitaka teacher of dharma. ISBBA
was originated from the Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu
Buddhist Association whose founder was late Great
Venerable Minh Pdng Quang in 1944. At the present
time, the Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist
Association in Vietnam is directly led by Most
Venerable Thich Giac Toan, and its headquarters is
Central Monastery in Saigon. Meanwhile, the
International Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association
has so many monasteries in all over the world, from
the U.S.A., Canada, Australia, France, England,
Belgium, Russia, Vietnam, etc.
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(A) An Overview of Vietnamese Buddhism

Because of its location at the edge of Southeast Asia and bodering
on China, Vietnam has been influenced by both Theravada from the
South and Mahayana from the North. Furthermore, among the
Southeast Asian countries, Vietnamese culture had been more closely
akin to that of Chinese, so Vietnamese Buddhism tends to lean more to
the Mahayana Buddhism. However, owing to her geographical location
and historical development, Theravada Buddhism gradually rooted into
the daily lives of the people. Buddhism came to Vietnam from a
variety of quarters, including China, Funan, Cambodia, Champa (a lost
kingdom in Central Vietnam in the 15" century), and form monks who
traveled directly from India by sea. Buddhism may have been
introduced to Vietnam by sea as early as the first century. In around the
second and the third century B.C., when numerous Buddhist missions
were sent abroad by Emperor Asoka to disseminate the Buddha’s
Teachings in such distant countries beyond the borders of India as those
in Africa, West and Central Asia as well as South East Asia including
Malaysia, Burma, Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, Champa and Vietnam
which was then known as Tongkin or Giao Chi District (now Bac Ninh
province). Until the o™ century, Vietnam was still under Chinese
control, so Chinese influence was so strong on Vietnamese society in
all aspects, including the spread of Buddhism. By the second century,
Tongkin already had several famous monks, especially Sanghapala. It
is believed that among the three ancient Buddhist centers in East Asia,
Lo-Yang, Peng-Ch’eng, and Luy-Lau, Luy Lau center in Giao Chi
(Tongkin) was then the first to be founded under the Han Dynasty,
around the early first century A.D. Luy Lau at that time was the capital
of Giao Chi, which was then a Chinese colony, was on the main trade
route between India and China, so before landing in China, most
pioneer Indian monks landed in Tongkin. Therefore, Luy Lau became
a favorable and prosperous resort for Indian pioneer missionaries to
stay and preach the Buddha’s Teachings before continuing their
journey to the North. And therefore, the Order Buddhism of Luy Lau
was founded even before the ones in Lo-Yang and Peng-Ch’eng.
According to the document recorded in an Anthology of the Most
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Talented Figures in Ch’an Park, our most ancient Buddhist literary
collection, Master K’ang Seng Hui, a monk of Sogdian origin, was the
first Buddhist Master at Luy Lau Center. He was born in Tongkin,
where he was received into the Order of monks afterwards. He became
the most famous monk who translated a large number of Buddhist
Canonical books into Chinese and later he visited Nan-King, where he
built the first temple and preached the Dharma. At that time, Luy Lau
had more than 20 temples and 500 monks. It is known that the Sutra of
the forty-Two Sections appeared at Luy Lau in the second century.

As mentioned above, Buddhism may have been introduced to
Vietnam by sea as early as the first century. By the second century,
Tongkin already had several famous monks, especially Sanghapala.
However, Vietnamese Buddhism had not developed until 580 when
Vinitaruci, an Indian monk, a disciple of the Third Patriarch Seng-
Ts’an, long before its split into northern and southern schools. The first
lineage of Vietnamese Zen Masters ended with the death of its twenty-
eighth patriarch in 1216, however, its influence continued to be
prominent in the north. The second Zen lineage in Vietnam was
initiated by the Chinese monk named Wu-Yun-T ung, a disciple of Pai-
Zhang. This lineage of Zen Masters also died out in the thirteenth
century, though the school itself survives. Although the first two
lineages of Zen did not survive as lineages, they did lay the solid
foundations for future Vietnamese Buddhism. In the DPinh dynasty
(969-981), king binh Tién Hoang established a State-sponsored
Vietnamese Sangha and initiated the pactice of appointing eminent
monks to advisory positions at court, offices formerly filled exclusively
by Confucian scholars. In the Early Le dynasty (981-1009), the first
complete Chinese Tripitaka was imported from China, establishing the
scriptural basis of Vietnamese Buddhism. The Ly dynasty spanned the
golden age of Vietnamese independence. In 1069, the Ly dynasty’s
campaign of southward expansion against Champa reached its farthest
extent, the seventeenth parallel. In the course of this campaign, a very
significant prisoner of war was brought to Thang Long Capital from
captured Champa territory. This prisoner was the Chinese monk Ts’ao-
Tang. With the strong support of king Ly Thanh Toén (1054-1072),
Ts’ao-Tang established the Ts’ao-Tang Zen lineage. Later, the Pure
Land sect (from China) also gradually became prominent in Vietnam
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and it maintains to the present day. Besides, most of Chinese Buddhist
sects were propagated and survived in Vietnam.

In the second half of the nineteenth century, though Buddhism
remained popular among the masses, but encountered a setback during
the age of French colonists’ domination over Vietnam, they supported
Catholicism and cruely suppressed Buddhism. The French were only
expelled in the twentieth century. In 1917, Dharma Protector Pham
Cong Tac founded a new religion called “Cao-Dai” which embraces
Buddhism, Taoism and Christianity. Cao-Dai has adopted the
cosmological view of Buddhist Pureland School and Taoism; however,
some Buddhists do not agree to classify it under Buddhism as a school.
By the mid-twentieth century, there were more than eighty percent of
Vietnamese population were Buddhists; however, the majority of the
so called Buddhist had very vague ideas of true Buddhism. In the
1920s, there was a Buddhist revival in Vietnam, and beginning in 1931
a number of new Buddhist organizations were founded throughout the
country. From 1931 to 1934, Most Venerable Khanh Hoa headed many
Vietnamese Buddhist Learning Centers and he tried to gradually
restore Vietnamese Buddhism. In 1948 the United Vietnamese
Buddhist Association was established in Hanoi. Many Buddhist
magazines and translations were issued. In Hue, Most Venerable Thich
Giac Nhien and Upasaka Minh Tam Le Dinh Tham have tried their
best to contribute to the Buddhist restoration by preaching the Buddha’s
Teachings in Vietnamese, founding several Buddhist youth
organizations and translating the Surangama Sutra into Vietnamese. In
1951, a National Buddhist Conference was held in Hue, aimed at
unifying all Buddhist associations and reorganizing the Sangha’s
activities. It approved the participation of Vietnamese Buddhist in the
World Fellowship of Buddhists which was founded in Colombo, Ceylon
in 1950. In September 1952, the Second Buddhist World Congress was
held in Tokyo, Japan. The Singhalese Delegation to this congress was
taking a relic of the Buddha to Japan on a French steamer named “La
Marseillaise”, which had stopped for a day in Saigon. The Unified
Vietnamese Buddhism proved to the world its auspicious strength with
50,000 Buddhists assembled to accord a devout reception to this relic in
6 days. After 1954, Vietnam was divided into two parts, the Communist
North Vietnam, under Ho Chi Minh; and the Republic of South
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Vietnam, under Ngo Dinh Diem. Because of the political turmoils in
both North and South Vietnam, Buddhism could not been developed as
it has been in some other countries in the region. Vietnamese
Buddhism was oppressed in both North and South Vietnam, the North
was under the Communist regime, the South was under Ngo Dinh
Diem, a Catholic. After 1963, Buddhism in the South restored with the
formation of the United Buddhist Order, but Buddhism in the North was
still quiet with limited activities under the Communist regime. After
1975, the Communist Regime dominated the whole country, Buddhism
in Vietnam had been disintegrated. Many Buddhist monks and nuns
and several hundred thousands of Buddhists had escaped to other
countries in the world and Oversea Vietnamese Buddhism prospers in
its new homes. In 1980, the government founded another Vietnamese
Buddhist Congregation. Since then, there exist two Buddhist
Congregations in Vietnam. No matter what happens, Buddhism always
has public support and remains deeply rooted in Vietnam.

(B) Venerable Master Minh Dang Quang &
The Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Sect

I. The Life & Acts of Honorable Master Minh Dang Quang:
Venerable Master Minh Dang Quang was an important
Vietnamese Monk in the first half of the twentieth century. He was
born in 1923 and considered missing on the way to preach in 1954.
When moral and traditions of Vietnamese Buddhism were in rapid
decline, he was one of the key monks in the revival and reformation of
Vietnamese Buddhism during that time; he was also the founder of the
Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist school. Most Honorable One
Minh Pédng Quang cleverly combined both doctrines from Mahayana
and Theravada (Hinayana) to make the doctrine for the Vietnamese
Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Sect. Not long after the day he founded the
school, millions of followers followed him to practice. In mid 70s, one
of his great disciples, Most Venerable Thich Gidc Nhién, founded the
International Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association in the United States
of which followers are all over the world nowadays. Venerable Master
Minh Dang Quang was born and raised in a family with Confucian
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tradition. He was much imbued with the lofty principles of
Confucianism since he was very young so that He was always sincerely
respect the main principles of Confucius-Mencius although he deeply
devoted to the Triple Gem. Even though his time of propagation of the
Dharma was only ten years, he had contributed so much to Vietnamese
Buddhism and to Buddhism in general. Venerable Master Minh Dang
Quang had come and gone. Seventy years had elapsed since his
magnificient propagation of the Buddha-dharma adorned the historical
background of Vietnam at that time, especially the Southern parts.
From a lonely shadow of his during the most chaotic time of
Vietnamese history, he opened a new era for Buddhism in Vietnam, an
era of a real Buddhism, an era of an orthodox Buddhism, a Buddhism
that indeed deeply infiltrated Vietnamese people after years of suffer
under the policy of religious destruction implemented by the French
colonists. More than half a century had passed, Venerable Master Minh
Dang Quang, his life and his religious works never lose their powerful
impact upon not only his disciples, but also those who come across
them. As a matter of fact, time seems to have no impact on his memory
and the law of impermanence also seems to refuse to imprint its
miserable seal on the great fame of this outstanding master. His shining
personality and supernatural character, in addition to his determined
will to carry out his noble mission had helped his ability to found a
famous Buddhist tradition in Vietnam. He started his mission even
when he was very young. His vigor and his unceasing search for and
propagation of the Buddha-dharma always inspire our respect and
encourage us to continue to follow his footsteps and his gorgeous
example to serve the Correct Dharma.

I1. Honorable Master Minh Dang Quang and the Vietnamese

Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Sect:

Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association, founded in
1944 by the Late Most Honourabled One Minh Piang Quang. The
school was established during declined period of the Vietnamese
Buddhism. Most Honourabled One Minh Pédng Quang cleverly
combined both doctrines from Theravada (Hinayana) and Mahayana to
make the doctrine for the Vietnamese Sangha Buddhism. Not long
after he founded The Vietnamese Sangha Buddhism, millions of
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followers followed him to practise. He was so famous; however, he
suddenly disappeared in 1954. He was officially considered missing in
1954. After he disappeared, the Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhism
developed more quickly on a larger scale from all over the South
Vietnam to North of Central Vietnam with millions more followers.
Missionaries of Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist AssociationAt
this time, in Vietnam, there are six Missionaries of Monks and three
Missionaries of Nuns: Missionaries of Monks: The first Missionary of
Monks led by Most Venerable Giac Chanh and its headquarters is Ngoc
Vien Monastery in Vinh Long Province. The second Missionary of
Monks led by Most Venerable Giac Tanh and its headquarters is Ngoc
Trang Monastery in Nha Trang Province. The third Missionary of
Monks led by Most Venerable Giac An and its headquarters is Ngoc
Tong Monastery in Nha Trang Province. The fourth Missionary of
Monks led by Dharma Master, Most Venerable Giac Nhién and its
headquarters is Minh Dang Quang Dharma Institute in Bien Hoa
Province. The fifth Missionary of Monks led by Most Venerable Giac
Ly and its headquarters is Central Monastery in Saigon. The sixth
Missionary of Monks led by Most Venerable Giac Hue and its
headquarters is Loc Uyen Dharma Hall in Saigon. Missionaries of
Nuns: The first Missionary of Nuns led by Venerable Nun Huynh Lien
and its headquarters is Ngoc Phuong Monastery in Saigon. The second
Missionary of Nuns led by Venerable Nun Ngan Lien and its
headquarters is Ngoc Tien in Ha Tien, Rach Gia Province. The third
Missionary of Nuns led by Venerable Nun Tri Lien and its
headquarters is Ngoc Hiep Monastery in My Tho Province. Leaders of
Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association: Vietnamese Sangha
Bhikshu Buddhist Association led by Most Honorable One Minh Dang
Quang from 1946 till 1954. From 1954 to 1975, led Most Venerable
Giac Chanh. After 1975, Most Venerable Giac Chanh continued to lead
the Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association in Vietnam.
Meanwhile, Dharma Master Thich Giac Nhien, leader of the fourth
Missionary of Monks went oversea and established the International
Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association in California, the United States
of America. Most Venerable Giac Chanh passed away in 2004. At this
time, Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association and
International Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association led by Dharma
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Master, Most Venerable Thich Giac Nhien. However, Vietnamese
Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association in Vietnam is directly led by ost
Venerable Thich Giac Toan, and its headquarters is Central Monastery
in Saigon.

(C) Most Venerable Thich Giac Nhien &
The International Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Order

1. Dharma Master Thich Giac Nhien:

Dharma Master Giac Nhien, given name Nguyen Thanh Duoc. He
is the little son in a family of five brothers and sisters. His father named
Nguyen Huu Huon and mother Ngo Thi Sang. He is one of the most
famous monks of Vietnamese Buddhism, a Tripitaka teacher of
dharma. He was born in Cantho, South Vietnam in 1923, left home and
became a novice at the age his young age. First, he received his
Buddha name Minh Chau and studied with Master Minh Tri. In 1939,
he was ordained by Great Master Thich Minh Phung with another
Buddha name Thich Minh Tam and title Tanh Chon. In 1944, Great
Master Minh Phung passed away, he continued to cultivate until he met
Honorable Great Master Minh Dang Quang in 1951, he then became
one of the most imminent disciples of Most Venerable Master Minh
Dang Quang (Founder of the Vietnamese Mendicant Order).
Honorable Great Master Minh Dang Quang granted him another
Buddhist name Thich Giac Nhien. In 1954, after the secret absence of
Master Minh Dang Quang, he headed the Fourth Mendicant
Missionary, one of the six main missionaries of Vietnamese Mendicant
Order. In 1958, he was the director of affairs and director of
propagation of the Dharma for the Vietnamese Mendicant Order. He
guided monks in the Order to travel all over the South and central
Vietnam to expand the doctrines of the school and to build over 30
monasteries. In 1960, he was assigned to the general director of affairs,
general director of monk affairs, general director of propagation of the
Dharma, and general director of social welfare for the Vietnamese
Mendicant Order. In 1964, he was also responsible for the Head of the
Central Institute of the Vietnamese Mendicant Order. In 1965, he
opened the Institute of propagation of the Dharma to train new monks
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and nuns for the Order. From the time of the absence of the Great
Master Minh Dang Quang until 1975, he wandered all over the South
and Central Vietnam to propagate the Dharma and to compose a lot of
Buddhist books. He was the one who collected and printed 69 books
titled “The True Principles” of Great Master Minh Dang Quang. He
came to the United States of America in 1978, there he founded the
International Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Order in the same year
(ISBBA). After the passing away of the second patriarch Giac Chanh in
2004, he became the Third Patriarch of the Vietnamese Mendicant
Buddhist Order. During more than seven decades of propagation of the
Buddha-dharma, he admitted more than a million of followers, and he
also built hundreds of monasteries from all over Vietnam and all over
the world. To this day, at the age of 86, he is still traveling all over the
world (all over the U.S.A., Canada, Australia, France, England,
Belgium, Russia, Vietnam, etc.) to preach the dharma.

II. The International Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association:
The International Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association, founded in
1978 in the United States by Most Venrable Thich Gidc Nhién, a
Tripitaka teacher of dharma. ISBBA was originated from the
Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association whose founder was
late Great Venerable Minh Pédng Quang in 1944. Most Venerable
Thich Giac Nhien was one of the most famous monks of Vietnamese
Buddhism, a Tripitaka teacher of dharma. He was born in Cantho,
South Vietnam in 1923, left home and became a novice at the age of 8.
In 1944 he met and became of of the most imminent disciples of Most
Venerable Master Minh Dang Quang (Founder of the Vietnamese
Mendicant Order). In 1954, after the secret absence of Master Minh
Dang Quang, he headed the Fourth Mendicant Missionary, one of the
six main missionaries of Vietnamese Mendicant Order to travel all
over the South and central Vietnam to expand the doctrines of the
school. He came to the United States of America in 1978, there he
founded the International Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Order in the same
year (ISBBA). After the passing away of the second patriarch Giac
Chanh in 2004, he became the Third Patriarch of the Vietnamese
Mendicant Buddhist Order. During more than seven decades of
propagation of the Buddha-dharma, he admitted more than a million of
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followers, and he also built hundreds of monasteries from all over
Vietnam and all over the world. At the age of 86, he was still traveling
all over the world (all over the U.S.A., Canada, Australia, France,
England, Belgium, Russia, Vietnam, etc.) to preach the dharma. He
passed away on August 3, 2015, at the age of 93.

12.

13.

14.

15.
16.

17.
18.

Tai Liéu Tham Khdo
References

Dai Viét Sut Ky Toan Thu, Vol. I, Vol. 11, Vol. Ill, Lé Vian Huu, Dich Gid Cao Huy
Giu, NXBKHXH, V.N., 2004.

The History of Buddhism in Vietnam, mnay authors: Dinh Minh Chi, Ly Kim Hoa,
Ha Thuc Minh, Ha Van Tan, and Nguyen Tai Thu, Institute of Philosophy,
Vietnamese Academy of Social Sciences. The Council for Research in Values and
Philosophy, U.S.A., 2008.

A History of Vietnam From Hong Bang To Tu Duc, Oscar Chapuis, Greenwood
Publishing Group, CT, U.S.A., 1995.

History of Viet Nam, Pham Tran Anh, Published by Amazon, U.S.A., 2015.

Lich Sit Thién Hoc, Ibuki Atsushi, dich gid Tan M¢ong Tit, NXB Phuong Péng, VN,
2001.

Phdt Phdp Cdn Bdn (Viét-Anh)—Basic Buddhist Doctrines, 08 volumes, Thién
Phiic, USA, 2009.

Tdng Gia Viét Nam, Hoa Thuong Thich Tri Quang, Phdt Lich 2515.

Thién Phdi Lam Té Chiic Thdnh, Thich Nhu Tinh, Illinois, U.S.A., 2006.

Thién Téng Viét Nam Cudi Thé' Ky 20, Hoa Thugng Thich Thanh Tir, 1991.

Tri Khong, Vinh Long Phdt Gido Sit Lugc, NXB Téng Hop TP HCM, 2012.

Trich trong Phdt Phdp Cdan Bdn, Thién Phiic, California, U.S.A., 2009, Quyé°n 8,
Chuong 188—Extracted from Basic Buddhist Doctrines, Thien Phuc, California,
U.S.A., 2009, Volume 8, Chapter 188.

Tiv Pién Phdt Hoc Anh-Viét—English-Vietnamese Buddhist Dictionary, 10
volumes, Thién Phiic, USA, 2007.

Tir Bién Phdt Hoc Viét-Anh— Vietnamese-English Buddhist Dictionary, 6 volumes,
Thién Phiic, USA, 2005.

Tir Dién Thién & Thudt Ngit Phdt Gido— Dictionary of Zen & Buddhist Terns, 12
volumes, Thién Phiic, USA, 216.

Tix Pién Thién Tong Hdn Viét, Hin Mdan & Thong Thién, NXB TPHCM, 2002.

Tir Pién Thién Téng Hdn Ngit, H6 Bdc Nhdn Ddn Xudt Ban Xa, Trung Quéc,
1994.

Viét Nam Phdt Gido Sit Lugc, Hoa Thuong Thich Mdt Thé, 1943.

Theo 15i k€ ciia nhi vi Hoa Thugng Thich Gidc Chdnh & Thich Gidc Nhién ciia Hé
Phdi Tang Gia Khét St Viét Nam.



