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Heä Phaùi Taêng Giaø Khaát Só Vieät Nam 

 

Thieän Phuùc 

 

Baøi vieát ngaén naày chæ nhaèm phaùc hoïa laïi sô 

löôïc veà söï thaønh hình vaø phaùt trieån cuûa Heä Phaùi 

Taêng Giaø Khaát Só Vieät Nam hoài giöõa theá kyû thöù möôøi 

chín. Giaùo hoäi Phaät Giaùo Taêng Giaø Khaát Só Vieät 

Nam ñöôïc Ñöùc Toân Sö Minh Ñaêng Quang saùng laäp 

naêm 1944. Giaùo Hoäi ñöôïc saùng laäp trong giai ñoaïn 

suy ñoài cuûa Phaät giaùo Vieät Nam. Ñöùc Toân Sö ñaõ 

kheùo leùo phoái hôïp giöõa hai truyeàn thoáng giaùo lyù 

Nam vaø Baéc Toâng ñeå laøm giaùo lyù caên baûn cho Giaùo 

Hoäi. Daàu chæ môùi xuaát hieän ñuùng 80 naêm, nhöng Heä 

Phaùi Taêng Giaø Khaát Só Vieät Nam ñaõ phaùt trieån vaø 

lôùn maïnh vöõng vaøng song haønh vôùi moät soá toâng phaùi 

laâu ñôøi nhö Thieàn Toâng vaø Tònh Ñoä Toâng Vieät Nam. 

Veà sau naày, Giaùo Hoäi Phaät Giaùo Taêng Giaø Khaát Só 

Theá Giôùi, ñöôïc Hoøa Thöôïng Thích Giaùc Nhieân, moät 

baäc Tam Taïng Phaùp Sö,  thaønh laäp vaøo naêm 1978 

taïi Hoa Kyø, thoaùt thai töø Giaùo Hoäi Taêng Giaø Khaát 

Só Vieät Nam saùng laäp bôûi Ñöùc Toân Sö Minh Ñaêng 

Quang vaøo naêm 1944. Hieän taïi, heä phaùi Taêng Giaø 

Khaát Só taïi Vieät Nam ñöôïc söï laõnh ñaïo tröïc tieáp cuûa 

Hoøa Thöôïng Thích Giaùc Toaøn, truï sôû ñaët taïi Tònh 

Xaù Trung Taâm, thuoäc ñòa phaän Saøi Goøn. Trong khi 

ñoù, Giaùo Hoäi Taêng Giaø Khaát Só Theá Giôùi coù raát 

nhieàu tònh xaù khaép nôi treân theá giôùi töø nöôùc Myõ, ñeán 

Canada, UÙc, Phaùp, Anh, Bæ, Nga, vaân vaân. 

 

(A) Toång Quan Phaät Giaùo Vieät Nam 

 

Do bôûi vò trí naèm beân bôø Ñoâng Nam Chaâu AÙ vaø coù cuøng bieân giôùi 

vôùi Trung Hoa neân Vieät Nam ñaõ bò aûnh höôûng bôûi caû hai toâng phaùi 

Phaät giaùo Nguyeân Thuûy töø phía Nam vaø Ñaïi Thöøa töø phía Baéc. Hôn 

nöõa, trong soá caùc quoác gia trong vuøng Ñoâng Nam chaâu AÙ thì neàn vaên 

hoùa cuûa Vieät Nam gaàn gioáng vôùi neàn vaên hoùa cuûa Trung Hoa neân Phaät 
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Giaùo Vieät Nam coù khuynh höôùng nghieâng haún veà Phaät giaùo Ñaïi Thöøa. 

Tuy nhieân, do hoaøn caûnh ñòa lyù vaø lòch söû phaùt trieån, Phaät giaùo Nguyeân 

Thuûy cuõng töø töø baét reã trong ñôøi soáng haèng ngaøy cuûa daân chuùng. Phaät 

giaùo ñeán Vieät Nam töø nhieàu nôi, bao goàm Trung Hoa, Phuø Nam,  

Champa (moät vöông quoác ôû mieàn Trung Vieät Nam ñaõ maát vaøo khoaûng 

theá kyû thöù 15), Cao Mieân, vaø töø nhöõng nhaø sö ñi ñöôøng bieån töø AÁn Ñoä. 

Phaät giaùo coù leõ ñaõ ñöôïc ñöa vaøo Vieät Nam baèng ñöôøng bieån vaøo ñaàu 

theá kyû thöù nhaát. Vaøo khoaûng theá kyû thöù hai hay thöù ba tröôùc Taây lòch, 

coù nhieàu phaùi ñoaøn Phaät giaùo ñöôïc hoaøng ñeá A Duïc phaùi ra nöôùc ngoaøi 

ñeå truyeàn baù giaùo lyù cuûa Ñöùc Phaät ôû nhöõng xöù xa xoâi, vöôït xa bieân giôùi 

AÁn Ñoä nhö Phi Chaâu, Taây AÙ vaø Trung AÙ cuõng nhö Ñoâng Nam AÙ goàm 

caùc nöôùc nhö Maõ Lai, Mieán Ñieän, Thaùi Lan, Laøo, Cao Mieân, Chaøm vaø 

Vieät Nam, thôøi baáy giôø coù teân laø Quaän Giao Chæ (baây giôø laø vuøng tænh 

Baéc Ninh). Maõi cho ñeán theá kyû thöù 10, Vieät Nam vaãn coøn naèm döôùi söï 

ñoâ hoä cuûa ngöôøi Trung Hoa, neân aûnh höôûng cuûa Trung Hoa raát maïnh 

veà moïi maët trong xaõ hoäi Vieät Nam, bao goàm luoân vieäc truyeàn baù Phaät 

giaùo. Vaøo khoaûng theá kyû thöù hai thì taïi Giao Chæ ñaõ coù nhöõng vò Taêng 

noåi tieáng, ñieån hình laø ngaøi Khöông Taêng Hoäi. Ngöôøi ta tin raèng trong 

ba trung taâm Phaät giaùo coå ñaïi ôû Ñoâng AÙ laø Laïc Döông, Baønh Thaønh vaø 

Luy Laâu thì trung taâm Luy Laâu ôû Giao Chæ laø trung taâm Phaät giaùo ñaàu 

tieân ñöôïc thaønh laäp döôùi trieàu Haùn vaøo khoaûng theá kyû thöù nhaát Taây 

lòch. Thôøi ñoù Luy Laâu laø thuû phuû cuûa Giao Chæ, luùc baáy giôø laø thuoäc ñòa 

cuûa Trung Hoa. Vì Luy Laâu naèm giöõa con ñöôøng giao thöông AÁn Hoa, 

neân thôøi ñoù caùc nhaø sö tieàn phong AÁn Ñoä tröôùc khi ñeán Trung Hoa hoï 

ñeàu gheù laïi Luy Laâu. Vì theá maø Luy Laâu ñaõ trôû thaønh moät ñieåm thuaän 

tieän vaø höng thònh cho caùc ñoaøn truyeàn giaùo tieân phong töø AÁn Ñoä ñeán 

löu truù, truyeàn baù giaùo lyù nhaø Phaät tröôùc khi caùc vò tieáp tuïc cuoäc haønh 

trình ñi veà phöông Baéc. Cuõng chính vì theá maø Taêng Ñoaøn Luy Laâu 

ñöôïc thaønh laäp tröôùc caû Laïc Döông vaø Baønh Thaønh. Vaøo thôøi ñoù trung 

taâm Luy Laâu coù treân 20 ngoâi chuøa vaø 500 Taêng só. Ñöôïc bieát Kinh Töù 

Thaäp Nhò Chöông xuaát hieän ñaàu tieân taïi Luy Laâu vaøo theá kyû thöù hai 

sau Taây Lòch. 

Nhö treân ñaõ noùi, Phaät giaùo coù leõ ñaõ ñöôïc ñöa vaøo Vieät Nam baèng 

ñöôøng bieån vaøo ñaàu theá kyû thöù nhaát. Vaøo khoaûng theá kyû thöù hai thì taïi 

Giao Chæ ñaõ coù nhöõng vò Taêng noåi tieáng, ñieån hình laø ngaøi Khöông 

Taêng Hoäi. Tuy nhieân, Phaät giaùo Vieät Nam chöa ñöôïc phaùt trieån maïnh 

cho maõi ñeán naêm 580 khi Thieàn sö Tyø Ni Ña Löu Chi, moät vò sö AÁn 
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Ñoä, laø ñeä töû cuûa Tam Toå Taêng Xaùn, tröôùc khi doøng Thieàn Trung Hoa 

bò chia laøm hai, Baéc vaø Nam toâng, ñaõ ñeán Vieät Nam vaø saùng laäp doøng 

Thieàn Tyø Ni Ña Löu Chi. Toå truyeàn cuûa doøng Thieàn ñaàu tieân naày chaám 

döùt sau khi toå thöù 28 cuûa noù thò tòch vaøo naêm 1216. Tuy nhieân, aûnh 

höôûng cuûa noù coøn raát maïnh ôû phía Baéc. Doøng Thieàn thöù hai taïi Vieät 

Nam ñöôïc phaùt khôûi bôûi moät nhaø sö Trung Hoa teân laø Voâ Ngoân Thoâng, 

moät ñeä töû cuûa Thieàn sö Baùch Tröôïng Hoaøi Haûi. Toå truyeàn cuûa doøng 

Thieàn naày chaám döùt vaøo theá kyû thöù 13, duø doøng Thieàn naày vaãn toàn taïi. 

Maëc duø hai doøng Thieàn naày khoâng coøn toàn taïi nhö nhöõng doøng truyeàn 

thöøa, nhöng chính hai doøng Thieàn naày  ñaõ ñaët neàn moùng vöõng chaéc cho 

Phaät giaùo Vieät Nam. Döôùi thôøi nhaø Ñinh (969-981), vua Ñinh Tieân 

Hoaøng ñaõ ñaët ra Taêng Giaø Vieät Nam ñöôïc nhaø vua baûo trôï vaø boå 

nhieäm nhöõng vò sö noåi tieáng vaøo caùc chöùc vuï trong trieàu, nhöõng chöùc 

vuï maø tröôùc kia ñeàu do caùc hoïc giaû Khoång Nho ñaûm nhieäm. Döôùi thôøi 

nhaø Tieàn Leâ (981-1009), boä Ñaïi Taïng baèng Haùn vaên ñaàu tieân ñaõ ñöôïc 

thænh veà töø Trung Quoác, laøm caên baûn giaùo ñieån cho Phaät giaùo Vieät 

Nam. Thôøi nhaø Lyù laø thôøi hoaøng kim cuûa neàn töï chuû Vieät Nam. Naêm 

1069, vua Lyù Thaùnh Toân phaùt ñoäng chieán dòch Nam tieán choáng laïi 

Chieâm Thaønh, trong chieán dòch naày trong soá haøng traêm ngaøn tuø binh 

baét ñöôïc, coù moät tuø binh raát ñaëc bieät ñöôïc ñöa veà kinh ñoâ Thaêng Long, 

moät nhaø sö Trung Hoa teân Thaûo Ñöôøng. Vôùi söï hoå trôï maïnh meõ cuûa 

vua Lyù Thaùnh Toân, doøng Thieàn Thaûo Ñöôøng ñaõ ñöôïc khai saùng. Veà 

sau naày toâng phaùi Tònh Ñoä cuõng ñöôïc du nhaäp vaøo Vieät Nam töø Trung 

Quoác chieám vò theá khaù maïnh vaø toàn taïi cho ñeán ngaøy nay. Ngoaøi ra, 

haàu heát nhöõng toâng phaùi Phaät giaùo Trung Hoa ñeàu ñöôïc truyeàn baù vaø 

toàn taïi taïi Vieät Nam.  

Vaøo haäu baùn theá kyû thöù 19, Phaät giaùo vaãn coøn phoå caäp trong daân 

chuùng, nhöng phaûi chòu thuït haäu trong thôøi thöïc daân Phaùp thoáng trò Vieät 

Nam, hoï uûng hoä Thieân Chuùa giaùo vaø ñaøn aùp Phaät giaùo moät caùch daõ 

man. Ngöôøi Phaùp bò ñaùnh ñuoåi ra khoûi laõnh thoå Vieät Nam vaøo theá kyû 

20. Vaøo naêm 1917, Ñöùc Hoä Phaùp Phaïm Coâng Taéc saùng laäp Cao Ñaøi 

giaùo, toân giaùo bao goàm caû ba nieàm tin cuûa Phaät, Laõo, vaø Cô Ñoác giaùo. 

Cao-Ñaøi chaáp nhaän vuõ truï luaän cuûa Phaät giaùo Tònh Ñoä vaø Laõo giaùo; 

tuy vaäy, moät soá Phaät töû khoâng ñoàng yù saép ñaët Cao Ñaøi nhö laø moät 

tröôøng phaùi cuûa Phaät giaùo. Vaøo giöõa theá kyû thöù 20, Vieät Nam coù 

khoaûng treân 80 phaàn traêm daân chuùng theo Phaät giaùo; tuy nhieân, phaàn 

lôùn nhöõng ngöôøi ñöôïc goïi laø Phaät töû coù moät yù nghó raát mô hoà veà yù 
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nghóa thaät söï cuûa Phaät giaùo. Trong thaäp thaäp nieân 1920s, coù moät cuoäc 

phuïc höng Phaät giaùo taïi Vieät Nam, vaø baét ñaàu naêm 1931 moät soá caùc toå 

chöùc Phaät giaùo ra ñôøi treân toaøn quoác. Töø naêm 1931 ñeán 1934, Hoøa 

Thöôïng Khaùnh Hoøa laõnh ñaïo nhieàu hoäi Phaät Hoïc khaép Baéc, Trung, 

Nam vaø Phaät giaùo ñaõ daàn daàn phuïc höng. Vaøo naêm 1948, Giaùo Hoäi 

Phaät Giaùo Vieät Nam Thoáng Nhaát ñöôïc thaønh laäp ôû Haø Noäi. Nhieàu taïp 

chí vaø dòch baûn saùch baùo Phaät giaùo ñöôïc phaùt haønh. Taïi Hueá, Hoøa 

Thöôïng Thích Giaùc Nhieân vaø cö só Minh Taâm Leâ Ñình Thaùm ñaõ ñoùng 

goùp tích cöïc vaøo phong traøo chaán höng Phaät giaùo baèng caùch thuyeát 

phaùp baèng tieáng Vieät, thaønh laäp nhieàu toå chöùc thanh nieân Phaät töû vaø 

dòch Kinh Laêng Nghieâm sang Vieät ngöõ. Vaøo naêm 1951 moät hoäi nghò 

Phaät giaùo toaøn quoác hoïp taïi Hueá nhaèm thoáng nhaát caùc toå chöùc Phaät 

giaùo vaø hoaït ñoäng cuûa Taêng Giaø. Hoäi nghò ñaõ chaáp thuaän cho Giaùo Hoäi 

Phaät Giaùo Vieät Nam gia nhaäp Hoäi Phaät Töû Thaân Höõu Theá Giôùi ñöôïc 

thaønh laäp taïi Colombo Tích Lan vaøo naêm 1950. Thaùng 9, naêm 1952, 

hoäi nghò Phaät Giaùo theá Giôùi kyø 2 taïi Ñoâng Kinh, Nhaät Baûn. Phaùi ñoaøn 

Tích Lan, treân ñöôøng tôùi Ñoâng Kinh,  ñaõ gheù laïi Saøi Goøn treân taøu “La 

Marseillaise” vôùi xaù lôïi cuûa Ñöùc Phaät. Nhaân cô hoäi naày Giaùo Hoäi Phaät 

Giaùo Vieät Nam thoáng nhaát ñaõ bieåu döông thöïc löïc cuûa mình sau leã 

cung ngheânh xaù lôïi Phaät cuûa hôn 50.000 Phaät töû trong 6 ngaøy lieân tuïc. 

Sau naêm 1954, Vieät Nam bò chia ñoâi, mieàn Baéc Coäng Saûn döôùi söï laõnh 

ñaïo cuûa Hoà Chí Minh vaø mieàn Nam Coäng Hoøa döôùi söï laõnh ñaïo cuûa 

Ngoâ Ñình Dieäm. Do tình hình chính trò xaùo troän treân caû hai mieàn Nam 

Baéc neân Phaät giaùo Vieät Nam khoâng ñöôïc phaùt trieån nhö Phaät giaùo taïi 

nhöõng quoác gia khaùc trong vuøng. Phaät giaùo bò ñaøn aùp döôùi caû hai cheá 

ñoä, mieàn Baéc Coäng Saûn vaø mieàn Nam cuûa Ngoâ Ñình Dieäm, moät tín ñoà 

Thieân Chuùa Giaùo. Sau naêm 1963, Phaät giaùo mieàn Nam phuïc hoài vôùi söï 

thaønh hình cuûa Giaùo Hoäi Phaät Giaùo Thoáng Nhaát, nhöng Phaät giaùo mieàn 

Baéc vaãn aâm thaàm vôùi nhöõng sinh hoaït giôùi haïn döôùi cheá ñoä Coäng Saûn. 

Sau naêm 1975, Coäng Saûn chieám toaøn boä Vieät Nam, Phaät giaùo Vieät 

Nam bò phaân taùn. Nhieàu Taêng Ni vaø haøng traêm ngaøn Phaät töû ñaõ vöôït 

thoaùt ñeán caùc quoác gia khaùc treân theá giôùi vaø Phaät giaùo Vieät Nam taïi 

haûi ngoaïi ñöôïc höng thònh treân nhöõng vuøng ñaát môùi naày. Naêm 1980 

chaùnh quyeàn Coäng Saûn cho thaønh laäp Giaùo Hoäi Phaät Giaùo Vieät Nam. 

Töø ñoù nôi quoác noäi, Phaät Giaùo Vieät Nam coù hai giaùo hoäi hoaït ñoäng 

song haønh cho ñeán ngaøy nay. Duø sao ñi nöõa, Phaät giaùo luoân ñöôïc söï 

uûng hoä vaø baét reã saâu xa trong quaàn chuùng. 
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(B) Toân Sö Minh Ñaêng Quang & 

Heä Phaùi Khaát Só Vieät Nam 

 

I. Thaân Theá Vaø Haønh Traïng Cuûa Toân Sö Minh Ñaêng Quang:  

Minh Ñaêng Quang laø moät Ñaïi Taêng quan troïng cuûa Phaät giaùo Vieät 

Nam vaøo tieàn baùn theá kyû 20. Ngaøi sanh vaøo naêm 1923 vaø vaéng boùng 

vaøo naêm 1954. Ngaøi laø moät trong nhöõng nhaø sö caûi caùch Phaät giaùo chuû 

yeáu trong luùc luaân lyù vaø ñaïo ñöùc Phaät giaùo ñang côn nghieâng ngöûa, vaø 

laø ngöôøi saùng laäp ra Giaùo Hoäi Phaät giaùo Taêng Giaø Khaát Só Vieät Nam. 

Ngaøi ñaõ kheùo leùo phoái hôïp giöõa hai truyeàn thoáng giaùo lyù Baéc vaø Nam 

toâng ñeå laøm thaønh giaùo lyù caên baûn cho giaùo hoäi. Khoâng bao laâu sau khi 

thaønh laäp, haøng trieäu tín ñoà ñaõ theo Ngaøi tu taäp. Vaøo giöõa thaäp nieân 

70s, moät ñeä töû lôùn cuûa Ngaøi laø Hoøa Thöôïng Thích Giaùc Nhieân ñaõ thaønh 

laäp Giaùo Hoäi Phaät Giaùo Taêng Giaø Khaát Só Theá Giôùi vôùi soá tín ñoà khaép 

nôi treân theá giôùi. Toân sö Minh Ñaêng Quang sanh ra vaø lôùn leân trong 

moät gia ñình theo truyeàn thoáng Khoång Maïnh. Chính vì theá neân duø sau 

naøy laøu thoâng Tam Taïng kinh ñieån, Ngaøi vaãn toân troïng neà neáp Khoång 

Maïnh ñaõ aên saâu trong loøng daân toäc. Ngaøi thaám nhuaàn trieát lyù Khoång 

Maïnh ngay töø khi Ngaøi coøn raát nhoû ñeán noãi Ngaøi luoân toân troïng giaùo lyù 

Khoång Maïnh maëc duø hoaøn toaøn thoâng suoát kinh ñieån. Duø thôøi gian 

hoaèng phaùp cuûa Toân sö chæ voûn veïn coù möôøi naêm, nhöng Ngaøi ñaõ ñoùng 

goùp thaät nhieàu cho Phaät giaùo Vieät Nam noùi rieâng vaø cho Phaät giaùo noùi 

chung. Toân sö Minh Ñaêng Quang ñaõ ñeán vaø ñaõ ñi. Ñaõ 70 naêm troâi qua 

töø khi coâng cuoäc Hoaèng Phaùp ñaày yù nghóa cuûa Ngaøi ñaõ ñieåm toâ cho boái 

caûnh lòch söû Vieät Nam vaøo thôøi ñoù, ñaëc bieät laø caùc vuøng ôû mieàn ñaát 

phöông Nam. Töø moät chieác boùng ñôn leû trong thôøi buoåi cöïc kyø ly loaïn 

cuûa lòch söû Vieät Nam, Ngaøi ñaõ môû ra moät kyû nguyeân môùi cho Phaät giaùo 

Vieät Nam, kyû nguyeân cuûa ñaïo Phaät thaät söï, ñaïo Phaät chính thoáng, ñaïo 

Phaät thaät söï ngaám saâu vaøo loøng daân Vieät sau nhieàu naêm oaèn oaïi döôùi 

chaùnh saùch huûy dieät toân giaùo cuûa thöïc daân Phaùp. Ñaõ hôn nöûa theá kyû 

troâi qua, theá maø cuoäc ñôøi vaø söï nghieäp tu haønh cuûa Ngaøi chaúng bao giôø 

maát aûnh höôûng, chaúng nhöõng ñoái vôùi haøng ñeä töû maø coøn ñoái vôùi taát caû 

nhöõng ai coù cô hoäi bieát ñeán Ngaøi. Kyø thaät, thôøi gian döôøng nhö khoâng 

coù aûnh höôûng gì heát vôùi nhöõng kyù öùc veà Ngaøi, vaø ñònh luaät voâ thöôøng 

döôøng nhö cuõng khoâng chòu in daáu tang thöông treân danh tieáng vó ñaïi 
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cuûa vò thaày vó ñaïi naøy. Taùc phong saùng ngôøi vaø ñöùc taùnh sieâu nhieân cuûa 

Ngaøi, theâm vaøo yù chí kieân quyeát ñaõ giuùp Ngaøi coù khaû naêng khai môû 

moät truyeàn thoáng Phaät giaùo noåi tieáng taïi Vieät Nam. Ngaøi baét ñaàu söù 

maïng cuûa mình ngay töø khi haõy coøn raát treû. Söï nhieät thaønh haêng haùi 

cuûa Ngaøi ñeå tìm kieám vaø truyeàn baù Phaät phaùp luùc naøo cuõng khieán haøng 

haäu boái chuùng ta kính phuïc vaø luoân khuyeán taán chuùng ta tieáp tuïc ñi 

theo böôùc chaân cuõng nhö taám göông raïng ngôøi cuûa Ngaøi ñeå phuïc vuï 

Chaùnh Phaùp. 

 

II. Toân Sö Minh Ñaêng Quang vaø Giaùo Hoäi Phaät Giaùo Taêng Giaø 

Khaát Só Vieät Nam:  

Giaùo hoäi Phaät Giaùo Taêng Giaø Khaát Só Vieät Nam ñöôïc Ñöùc Toân Sö 

Minh Ñaêng Quang saùng laäp naêm 1944. Giaùo Hoäi ñöôïc saùng laäp trong 

giai ñoaïn suy ñoài cuûa Phaät giaùo Vieät Nam. Ñöùc Toân Sö ñaõ kheùo leùo 

phoái hôïp giöõa hai truyeàn thoáng giaùo lyù Nam vaø Baéc Toâng ñeå laøm giaùo 

lyù caên baûn cho Giaùo Hoäi. Khoâng bao laâu sau ngaøy ñöôïc Ñöùc Ngaøi 

thaønh laäp, haøng trieäu tín ñoà ñaõ theo Ngaøi tu taäp. Tieáng Ñöùc Ngaøi vang 

voïng, tuy nhieân Ñöùc Ngaøi thình lình vaéng boùng vaøo naêm 1954, töø naêm 

ñoù Giaùo Hoäi chính thöùc töôûng nieäm ngaøy Ñöùc Ngaøi vaéng boùng. Sau khi 

Ñöùc Ngaøi vaéng boùng Giaùo Hoäi Phaät Giaùo Taêng Giaø Khaát Só Vieät Nam 

ñaõ phaùt trieån nhanh hôn treân moät bình dieän roäng hôn töø khaép caùc mieàn 

Nam Vieät ra taän Baéc Trung Vieät vôùi haøng trieäu trieäu tín ñoà. Caùc Giaùo 

ñoaøn thuoäc Giaùo hoäi Phaät Giaùo Taêng Giaø Khaát Só Vieät Nam: Hieän taïi 

coù 6 giaùo ñoaøn Taêng vaø 3 giaùo ñoaøn Ni treân toaøn quoác: Giaùo ñoaøn 

Taêng: Giaùo ñoaøn Taêng thöù Nhaát do Tröôûng Laõo Giaùc Chaùnh laõnh ñaïo, 

laáy Tònh Xaù Ngoïc Vieân trong tænh Vónh Long laøm truï sôû chaùnh. Giaùo 

ñoaøn thöù hai do Tröôûng Laõo Giaùc Taùnh laõnh ñaïo, laáy Tònh Xaù Ngoïc 

Trang trong tænh Nha Trang laøm truï sôû chaùnh. Giaùo ñoaøn thöù ba do 

Tröôûng Laõo Giaùc An laõnh ñaïo, laáy Tònh Xaù Ngoïc Toøng trong tænh Nha 

Trang laøm truï sôû chaùnh. Giaùo ñoaøn thöù tö do Phaùp Sö Giaùc Nhieân laõnh 

ñaïo, laáy Phaùp Vieän Minh Ñaêng Quang trong tænh Bieân Hoøa laøm truï sôû 

chaùnh. Giaùo ñoaøn thöù naêm do Tröôûng Laõo Giaùc Lyù laõnh ñaïo, laáy Tònh 

Xaù Trung Taâm ôû Saøi Goøn laøm truï sôû chaùnh. Giaùo ñoaøn thöù saùu do 

Tröôûng Laõo Giaùc Hueä laõnh ñaïo, laáy Giaûng Ñöôøng Loäc Uyeån ôû Saøi 

Goøn laøm truï sôû chaùnh. Giaùo ñoaøn Ni: Giaùo ñoaøn Ni thöù Nhaát do Ni 

Tröôûng Huyønh Lieân laõnh ñaïo, laáy Tònh Xaù Ngoïc Phöông ôû Saøi Goøn  

laøm truï sôû chaùnh. Giaùo ñoaøn thöù hai do Ni Tröôûng Laõo Ngaân Lieân laõnh 
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ñaïo, laáy Tònh Xaù Ngoïc Tieân taïi Haø Tieân, trong tænh Raïch Giaù  laøm truï 

sôû chaùnh. Giaùo ñoaøn thöù ba do Ni Tröôûng Trí Lieân laõnh ñaïo, laáy Tònh 

Xaù Ngoïc Hieäp trong tænh Myõ Tho laøm truï sôû chaùnh. Nhöõng nhaø laõnh 

ñaïo cuûa Giaùo Hoäi Phaät Giaùo Taêng Giaø Khaát Só Vieät Nam: Giaùo Hoäi 

Phaät Giaùo Taêng Giaø Khaát Só Vieät Nam döôùi söï laõnh ñaïo cuûa Toân Sö 

Minh Ñaêng Quang töø naêm 1946 ñeán 1954. Töø naêm 1954 ñeán 1975 do 

Tröôûng Laõo Giaùc Chaùnh laõnh ñaïo. Sau naêm 1975, taïi quoác noäi, Tröôûng 

Laõo Giaùc Chaùnh tieáp tuïc laõnh ñaïo. Trong khi ñoù Phaùp Sö Giaùc Nhieân, 

tröôûng Giaùo ñoaøn 4 xuaát ngoaïi vaø thaønh laäp Giaùo Hoäi Phaät Giaùo Taêng 

Giaø Khaát Só Theá Giôùi. Tröôûng Laõo Giaùc Chaùnh thò tòch naêm 2004. Hieän 

Giaùo Hoäi Khaát Só trong vaø ngoaøi nöôùc ñöôïc söï laõnh ñaïo tinh thaàn cuûa 

Hoøa Thöôïng Thích Giaùc Nhieân. Tuy nhieân, Giaùo Hoäi trong nöôùc ñöôïc 

söï laõnh ñaïo tröïc tieáp cuûa Hoøa Thöôïng Thích Giaùc Toaøn, truï sôû ñaët taïi 

Tònh Xaù Trung Taâm, thuoäc ñòa phaän Saøi Goøn. 

 

(C) Hoøa Thöôïng Thích Giaùc Nhieân & 

Giaùo Hoäi Taêng Giaø Khaát Só Theá Giôùi 

 

I. Phaùp Sö Giaùc Nhieân (1923 - 2015): 

Phaùp Sö Thích Giaùc Nhieân, theá danh Nguyeãn Thaønh Ñöôïc, laø con 

trai uùt trong moät gia ñình coù naêm anh em. Cuï thaân sinh cuûa ngaøi laø 

Nguyeãn Höõu Huôøn, vaø thaân maãu laø cuï baø Ngoâ thò Sang. Ngaøi laø moät 

trong nhöõng cao taêng noåi tieáng cuûa Phaät giaùo Vieät Nam, moät baäc Tam 

Taïng Phaùp Sö. Ngaøi sanh naêm 1923 taïi Caàn Thô, Nam Vieät Nam, xuaát 

gia laøm chuù tieåu töø nhoû. Thoaït ñaàu ngaøi thoï giaùo vôùi Ñöùc Toân Sö Minh 

Trí vôùi Phaùp danh Minh Chaâu. Naêm 1939, ngaøi thoï giôùi vôùi Ñaïi Laõo 

Hoøa Thöôïng Thích Minh Phuïng vôùi phaùp danh laø Thích Minh Taâm, 

phaùp hieäu Taùnh Chôn. Naêm 1944, sau khi Ñaïi Laõo Hoøa Thöôïng Minh 

Phuïng vieân tòch, ngaøi tieáp tuïc tu haønh cho ñeán naêm 1951, ngaøi gaëp Ñöùc 

Toân Sö Minh Ñaêng Quang (vò saùng laäp ra Giaùo Hoäi Taêng Giaø Khaát Só 

Vieät Nam). Ngaøi ñöôïc Toå Sö Minh Ñaêng Quang ban cho phaùp danh 

Thích Giaùc Nhieân vaø ñaõ trôû thaønh moät trong nhöõng ñaïi ñeä töû xuaát saéc 

cuûa Ñöùc Toân Sö Minh Ñang Quang. Naêm 1954, sau khi Toân Sö Minh 

Ñaêng Quang vaéng boùng moät caùch bí maät thì ngaøi laøm tröôûng Giaùo 

Ñoaøn 4, moät trong saùu giaùo ñoaøn cuûa heä phaùi Khaát Só Vieät Nam, chu 

du khaép töø Nam ra Trung hoaèng trì giaùo phaùp Khaát Só. Naêm 1958, ngaøi 
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laõnh traùch nhieäm Trò Söï Tröôûng kieâm Tröôûng Ban Hoaèng Phaùp, daãn 

ñoaøn du Taêng ñi khaép nôi töø Nam ra Trung, xaây döïng treân 30 ngoâi tònh 

xaù. Naêm 1960, ngaøi ñöôïc boå nhieäm vaøo chöùc vuï toång trò söï tröôûng, 

toång vuï tröôûng toång vuï Taêng söï, toång vuï tröôûng toång vuï hoaèng phaùp, 

vaø toång vuï tröôûng toång vuï xaõ hoäi cuûa Giaùo Hoäi Taêng Giaø Khaát Só Vieät 

Nam. Naêm 1964, ngaøi kieâm nhieäm chöùc vuï Vieän Tröôûng Vieän Haønh 

Ñaïo. Naêm 1965, ngaøi môû Vieän Truyeàn Giaùo ñaøo taïo chö Taêng Ni cho 

giaùo hoäi. Töø khi Toå Sö vaéng boùng ñeán naêm 1975, ngaøi vöøa hoaèng phaùp 

vöøa bieân soaïn raát nhieàu kinh saùch. Chính ngaøi ñaõ söu taäp vaø in laïi 69 

quyeån Chôn Lyù cuûa Toå Sö Minh Ñaêng Quang. Ngaøi sang Myõ naêm 1978 

vaø ñònh cö taïi California, cuøng naêm ñoù ngaøi saùng laäp ra Giaùo Hoäi Phaät 

Giaùo Taêng Giaø Khaát Só Theá Giôùi taïi California, Myõ Quoác.  Sau khi nhò 

toå Giaùc Chaùnh vieân tòch naêm 2004, ngaøi trôû thaønh  tam toå cuûa heä phaùi 

Taêng Giaø Khaát Só. Trong suoát hôn baûy thaäp nieân haønh ñaïo, ngaøi ñaõ thu 

naïp haøng trieäu tín ñoà vaø xaây haøng traêm ngoâi tònh xaù töø trong Vieät Nam 

ra ñeán haûi ngoaïi. Ngaøy nay ôû tuoåi 86 theá maø ngaøi vaãn coøn chu du khaép 

nôi treân theá giôùi thuyeát giaùo töø khaép nôi treân nöôùc Myõ, ñeán Canada, 

UÙc, Phaùp, Anh, Bæ, Nga, vaân vaân.   

 

II. Giaùo Hoäi Phaät Giaùo Taêng Giaø Khaát Só Theá Giôùi:  

Giaùo Hoäi Phaät Giaùo Taêng Giaø Khaát Só Theá Giôùi, ñöôïc Hoøa Thöôïng 

Thích Giaùc Nhieân, moät baäc Tam Taïng Phaùp Sö,  thaønh laäp vaøo naêm 

1978 taïi Hoa Kyø, thoaùt thai töø Giaùo Hoäi Taêng Giaø Khaát Só Vieät Nam 

saùng laäp bôûi Ñöùc Toân Sö Minh Ñaêng Quang vaøo naêm 1944. Hoøa 

Thöôïng Thích Giaùc Nhieân laø moät trong nhöõng cao taêng noåi tieáng cuûa 

Phaät giaùo Vieät Nam, moät baäc Tam Taïng Phaùp Sö. Ngaøi sanh naêm 1923 

taïi Caàn Thô, Nam Vieät Nam, xuaát gia laøm chuù tieåu töø naêm 8 tuoåi. Naêm 

1944, ngaøi gaëp vaø laøm ñeä töû Toân Sö Minh Ñaêng Quang (vò saùng laäp ra 

Giaùo Hoäi Taêng Giaø Khaát Só Vieät Nam). Naêm 1954, sau khi Toân Sö 

Minh Ñaêng Quang vaéng boùng moät caùch bí maät thì ngaøi laøm tröôûng 

Giaùo Ñoaøn 4, moät trong saùu giaùo ñoaøn cuûa heä phaùi Khaát Só Vieät Nam, 

chu du khaép töø Nam ra Trung hoaèng trì giaùo phaùp Khaát Só. Ngaøi sang 

Myõ naêm 1978 vaø ñònh cö taïi California, cuøng naêm ñoù ngaøi saùng laäp ra 

Giaùo Hoäi Phaät Giaùo Taêng Giaø Khaát Só Theá Giôùi taïi California, Myõ 

Quoác. Sau khi nhò toå Giaùc Chaùnh vieân tòch naêm 2004, ngaøi trôû thaønh  

tam toå cuûa heä phaùi Taêng Giaø Khaát Só. Trong suoát hôn baûy thaäp nieân 

haønh ñaïo, ngaøi ñaõ thu naïp haøng trieäu tín ñoà vaø xaây haøng traêm ngoâi tònh 
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xaù töø trong Vieät Nam ra ñeán haûi ngoaïi. Luùc tuoåi 86 theá maø ngaøi vaãn 

coøn chu du khaép nôi treân theá giôùi thuyeát giaùo töø khaép nôi treân nöôùc 

Myõ, ñeán Canada, UÙc, Phaùp, Anh, Bæ, Nga, vaân vaân. Ngaøi thò tòch vaøo 

ngaøy 3 thaùng 8 naêm 2015, thoï 93 tuoåi.  
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The Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Sect 

 

Thieän Phuùc 

 

This short text is only a brief sketch on the 

formation and  development of the Vietnamese 

Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Sect in the middle of the 

twentieth century. Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu 

Buddhist Association, founded in 1944 by the Late 

Most Honourabled One Minh Ñaêng Quang. The 

school was established during declined period of the 

Vietnamese Buddhism. Most Honourabled One Minh 

Ñaêng Quang cleverly combined both doctrines from 

Theravada (Hinayana) and Mahayana to make the 

doctrine for the Vietnamese Sangha Buddhism. Even 

though the Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist 

Sect appeared just 80 years, it has firmly developed,  

strengthened, and walked together with other old 

time sects such as the Vietnamese Zen Sects and the 

Vietnamese Pure Land Sect. Later, the International 

Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association, founded in 

1978 in the United States by  Most Venrable Thích 

Giaùc Nhieân, a Tripitaka teacher of dharma. ISBBA 

was originated from the Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu 

Buddhist Association whose founder was  late Great 

Venerable Minh Ñaêng Quang in 1944. At the present 

time, the Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist 

Association in Vietnam is directly led by Most 

Venerable Thich Giac Toan, and its headquarters is 

Central Monastery in Saigon. Meanwhile, the 

International Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association 

has so many monasteries in all over the world, from 

the U.S.A., Canada, Australia, France, England, 

Belgium, Russia, Vietnam, etc. 
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(A) An Overview of Vietnamese Buddhism 

 

Because of its location at the edge of Southeast Asia and bodering 

on China, Vietnam has been influenced by both Theravada from the 

South and Mahayana from the North. Furthermore, among the 

Southeast Asian countries, Vietnamese culture had been more closely 

akin to that of Chinese, so Vietnamese Buddhism tends to lean more to 

the Mahayana Buddhism. However, owing to her geographical location 

and historical development, Theravada Buddhism gradually rooted into 

the daily lives of the people. Buddhism came to Vietnam from a 

variety of quarters, including China, Funan, Cambodia, Champa (a lost 

kingdom in Central Vietnam in the 15
th

 century), and form monks who 

traveled directly from India by sea. Buddhism may have been 

introduced to Vietnam by sea as early as the first century. In around the 

second and the third century B.C., when numerous Buddhist missions 

were sent abroad by Emperor Asoka to disseminate the Buddha’s 

Teachings in such distant countries beyond the borders of India as those 

in Africa, West and Central Asia as well as South East Asia including 

Malaysia, Burma, Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, Champa and Vietnam 

which was then known as Tongkin or Giao Chæ District (now Bac Ninh 

province). Until the 10
th

 century, Vietnam was still under Chinese 

control, so Chinese influence was so strong on Vietnamese society in 

all aspects, including the spread of Buddhism. By the second century, 

Tongkin already had several famous monks, especially Sanghapala. It 

is believed that among the three ancient Buddhist centers in East Asia, 

Lo-Yang, Peng-Ch’eng, and Luy-Lau, Luy Lau center in Giao Chi 

(Tongkin) was then the first to be founded under the Han Dynasty, 

around the early first century A.D. Luy Lau at that time was the capital 

of Giao Chi, which was then a Chinese colony, was on the main trade 

route between India and China, so before landing in China, most 

pioneer Indian monks landed in Tongkin. Therefore, Luy Lau became 

a favorable and prosperous resort for Indian pioneer missionaries to 

stay and preach the Buddha’s Teachings before continuing their 

journey to the North. And therefore, the Order Buddhism of Luy Lau 

was founded even before the ones in Lo-Yang and Peng-Ch’eng. 

According to the document recorded in an Anthology of the Most 
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Talented Figures in Ch’an Park, our most ancient Buddhist literary 

collection, Master K’ang Seng Hui, a monk of Sogdian origin, was the 

first Buddhist Master at Luy Lau Center. He was born in Tongkin, 

where he was received into the Order of monks afterwards. He became 

the most famous monk who translated a large number of Buddhist 

Canonical books into Chinese and later he visited Nan-King, where he 

built the first temple and preached the Dharma. At that time, Luy Lau 

had more than 20 temples and 500 monks. It is known that the Sutra of 

the forty-Two Sections appeared at Luy Lau in the second century.   

As mentioned above, Buddhism may have been introduced to 

Vietnam by sea as early as the first century. By the second century, 

Tongkin already had several famous monks, especially Sanghapala. 

However, Vietnamese Buddhism had not developed until 580 when 

Vinitaruci, an Indian monk, a disciple of the Third Patriarch Seng-

Ts’an, long before its split into northern and southern schools. The first 

lineage of Vietnamese Zen Masters ended with the death of its twenty-

eighth patriarch in 1216, however, its influence continued to be 

prominent in the north. The second Zen lineage in Vietnam was 

initiated by the Chinese monk named Wu-Yun-T’ung, a disciple of Pai-

Zhang. This lineage of Zen Masters also died out in the thirteenth 

century, though the school itself survives. Although the first two 

lineages of Zen did not survive as lineages, they did lay the solid 

foundations for future Vietnamese Buddhism. In the Ñinh dynasty 

(969-981), king Ñinh Tieân Hoaøng established a State-sponsored 

Vietnamese Sangha and initiated the pactice of appointing eminent 

monks to advisory positions at court, offices formerly filled exclusively 

by Confucian scholars. In the Early Le dynasty (981-1009), the first 

complete Chinese Tripitaka was imported from China, establishing the 

scriptural basis of Vietnamese Buddhism. The Ly dynasty spanned the 

golden age of Vietnamese independence. In 1069, the Ly dynasty’s 

campaign of southward expansion against Champa reached its farthest 

extent, the seventeenth parallel. In the course of this campaign, a very 

significant prisoner of war was brought to Thang Long Capital from 

captured Champa territory. This prisoner was the Chinese monk Ts’ao-

Tang. With the strong support of king Lyù Thaùnh Toân (1054-1072), 

Ts’ao-Tang established the Ts’ao-Tang Zen lineage.  Later, the Pure 

Land sect (from China) also gradually became prominent in  Vietnam 
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and it maintains to the present day. Besides, most of Chinese Buddhist 

sects were propagated and survived in Vietnam.      

In the second half of the nineteenth century, though Buddhism 

remained popular among the masses, but encountered a setback during 

the age of French colonists’ domination over Vietnam, they supported 

Catholicism and cruely suppressed Buddhism. The French were only 

expelled in the twentieth century. In 1917, Dharma Protector Pham 

Cong Tac founded a new religion called “Cao-Dai” which embraces 

Buddhism, Taoism and Christianity. Cao-Dai has adopted the 

cosmological view of Buddhist Pureland School and Taoism; however, 

some Buddhists do not agree to classify it under Buddhism as a school. 

By the mid-twentieth century, there were more than eighty percent of 

Vietnamese population were Buddhists; however, the majority of the 

so called Buddhist had very vague ideas of true Buddhism. In the 

1920s, there was a Buddhist revival in Vietnam, and beginning in 1931 

a number of new Buddhist organizations were founded throughout the 

country. From 1931 to 1934, Most Venerable Khanh Hoa headed many 

Vietnamese Buddhist Learning Centers and he tried to gradually 

restore Vietnamese Buddhism. In 1948 the United Vietnamese 

Buddhist Association was established in Hanoi. Many Buddhist 

magazines and translations were issued. In Hue, Most Venerable Thich 

Giac Nhien and Upasaka Minh Tam Le Dinh Tham have tried their 

best to contribute to the Buddhist restoration by preaching the Buddha’s 

Teachings in Vietnamese, founding several Buddhist youth 

organizations and translating the Surangama Sutra into Vietnamese. In 

1951, a National Buddhist Conference was held in Hue, aimed at 

unifying all Buddhist associations and reorganizing the Sangha’s 

activities. It approved the participation of Vietnamese Buddhist in the 

World Fellowship of Buddhists which was founded in Colombo, Ceylon 

in 1950. In September 1952, the Second Buddhist World Congress was 

held in Tokyo, Japan. The Singhalese Delegation to this congress was 

taking a relic of the Buddha to Japan on a French steamer named “La 

Marseillaise”, which had stopped for a day in Saigon. The Unified 

Vietnamese Buddhism proved to the world its auspicious strength with 

50,000 Buddhists assembled to accord a devout reception to this relic in 

6 days. After 1954, Vietnam was divided into two parts, the Communist 

North Vietnam, under Ho Chi Minh; and the Republic of South 
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Vietnam, under Ngo Dinh Diem. Because of the political turmoils in 

both North and South Vietnam, Buddhism could not been developed as 

it has been in some other countries in the region. Vietnamese 

Buddhism was oppressed in both North and South Vietnam, the North 

was under the Communist regime, the South was under Ngo Dinh 

Diem, a Catholic. After 1963, Buddhism in the South restored with the 

formation of the United Buddhist Order, but Buddhism in the North was 

still quiet with limited activities under the Communist regime. After 

1975, the Communist Regime dominated the whole country, Buddhism 

in Vietnam had been disintegrated. Many Buddhist monks and nuns 

and several hundred thousands of Buddhists had escaped to other 

countries in the world and Oversea Vietnamese Buddhism prospers in 

its new homes. In 1980, the government founded another Vietnamese 

Buddhist Congregation. Since then, there exist two Buddhist 

Congregations in Vietnam. No matter what happens, Buddhism always 

has public support and remains deeply rooted in Vietnam.  

 

(B) Venerable Master Minh Dang Quang & 

The Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Sect 

 

I. The Life & Acts of Honorable Master Minh Dang Quang:  

Venerable Master Minh Dang Quang was an important 

Vietnamese Monk in the first half of the twentieth century. He was 

born in 1923 and considered missing on the way to preach  in 1954. 

When moral and traditions of Vietnamese Buddhism were in rapid 

decline, he was one of the key monks in the revival and reformation of 

Vietnamese Buddhism during that time; he was also the founder of the 

Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist school. Most Honorable One 

Minh Ñaêng Quang cleverly combined both doctrines from Mahayana 

and Theravada (Hinayana) to make the doctrine for the Vietnamese 

Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Sect. Not long after the day he founded the 

school, millions of followers followed him to practice. In mid 70s, one 

of his great disciples, Most Venerable Thích Giaùc Nhieân, founded the 

International Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association in the United States 

of which followers are all over the world nowadays. Venerable Master 

Minh Dang Quang was born and raised in a family with Confucian 
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tradition. He was much imbued with the lofty principles of 

Confucianism since he was very young so that He was always sincerely 

respect the main principles of Confucius-Mencius although he deeply 

devoted to the Triple Gem. Even though his time of propagation of the 

Dharma was only ten years, he had contributed so much to Vietnamese 

Buddhism and to Buddhism in general. Venerable Master Minh Dang 

Quang had come and gone. Seventy years had elapsed since his 

magnificient propagation of the Buddha-dharma adorned the historical 

background of Vietnam at that time, especially the Southern parts. 

From a lonely shadow of his during the most chaotic time of 

Vietnamese history, he opened a new era for Buddhism in Vietnam, an 

era of a real Buddhism, an era of an orthodox Buddhism, a Buddhism 

that indeed deeply infiltrated Vietnamese people after years of suffer 

under the policy of religious destruction implemented by the French 

colonists. More than half a century had passed, Venerable Master Minh 

Dang Quang, his life and his religious works never lose their powerful 

impact upon not only his disciples, but also those who come across 

them. As a matter of fact, time seems to have no impact on his memory 

and the law of impermanence also seems to refuse to imprint its 

miserable seal on the great fame of this outstanding master. His shining 

personality and supernatural character, in addition to his determined 

will to carry out his noble mission had helped his ability to found a 

famous Buddhist tradition in Vietnam. He started his mission even 

when he was very young. His vigor and his unceasing search for and 

propagation of the Buddha-dharma always inspire our respect and 

encourage us to continue to follow his footsteps and his gorgeous 

example to serve the Correct Dharma.  

 

II. Honorable Master Minh Dang Quang and the Vietnamese 

Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Sect:  

Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association, founded in 

1944 by the Late Most Honourabled One Minh Ñaêng Quang. The 

school was established during declined period of the Vietnamese 

Buddhism. Most Honourabled One Minh Ñaêng Quang cleverly 

combined both doctrines from Theravada (Hinayana) and Mahayana to 

make the doctrine for the Vietnamese Sangha Buddhism. Not long 

after he founded The Vietnamese Sangha Buddhism, millions of 
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followers followed him to practise. He was so famous; however, he 

suddenly disappeared in 1954. He was officially considered missing in 

1954. After he disappeared, the Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhism 

developed more quickly on a larger scale from all over the South 

Vietnam to North of Central Vietnam with millions more followers. 

Missionaries of Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist AssociationAt 

this time, in Vietnam, there are six Missionaries of Monks and three  

Missionaries of Nuns: Missionaries of Monks: The first Missionary of 

Monks led by Most Venerable Giac Chanh and its headquarters is Ngoc 

Vien Monastery in Vinh Long Province. The second Missionary of 

Monks led by Most Venerable Giac Tanh and its headquarters is Ngoc 

Trang Monastery in Nha Trang Province. The third Missionary of 

Monks led by Most Venerable Giac An and its headquarters is Ngoc 

Tong Monastery in Nha Trang Province. The fourth Missionary of 

Monks led by Dharma Master, Most Venerable Giac Nhieân and its 

headquarters is Minh Dang Quang Dharma Institute in Bien Hoa 

Province. The fifth Missionary of Monks led by Most Venerable Giac 

Ly and its headquarters is Central Monastery in Saigon. The sixth 

Missionary of Monks led by Most Venerable Giac Hue and its 

headquarters is Loc Uyen Dharma Hall in Saigon. Missionaries of 

Nuns: The first Missionary of Nuns led by Venerable Nun Huynh Lien 

and its headquarters is Ngoc Phuong Monastery in Saigon. The second 

Missionary of Nuns led by Venerable Nun Ngan Lien and its 

headquarters is Ngoc Tien in Ha Tien, Rach Gia Province. The third 

Missionary of Nuns led by Venerable Nun Tri Lien and its 

headquarters is Ngoc Hiep Monastery in My Tho Province. Leaders of 

Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association: Vietnamese Sangha 

Bhikshu Buddhist Association led by Most Honorable One Minh Dang 

Quang from 1946 till 1954. From 1954 to 1975, led Most Venerable 

Giac Chanh. After 1975, Most Venerable Giac Chaùnh continued to lead 

the Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association in Vietnam. 

Meanwhile, Dharma Master Thich Giac Nhien, leader of the fourth 

Missionary of Monks went oversea and established the International 

Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association in California, the United States 

of America. Most Venerable Giac Chanh passed away in 2004. At this 

time, Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association and 

International Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association led by Dharma 
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Master, Most Venerable Thich Giac Nhien. However, Vietnamese 

Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association in Vietnam is directly led by ost 

Venerable Thich Giac Toan, and its headquarters is Central Monastery 

in Saigon.  

 

(C) Most Venerable Thich Giac Nhien & 

The International  Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Order 

 

I. Dharma Master Thich Giac Nhien: 

Dharma Master Giac Nhien, given name Nguyen Thanh Duoc. He 

is the little son in a family of five brothers and sisters. His father named 

Nguyen Huu Huon and mother Ngo Thi Sang. He is one of the most 

famous monks of Vietnamese Buddhism, a Tripitaka teacher of 

dharma. He was born in Cantho, South Vietnam in 1923, left home and 

became a novice at the age his young age. First, he received his 

Buddha name Minh Chau and studied with Master Minh Tri. In 1939, 

he was ordained by Great Master Thich Minh Phung with another 

Buddha name Thich Minh Tam and title Tanh Chon. In 1944, Great 

Master Minh Phung passed away, he continued to cultivate until he met 

Honorable Great Master Minh Dang Quang in 1951, he then became 

one of the most imminent disciples of Most Venerable Master Minh 

Dang Quang (Founder of the Vietnamese Mendicant Order). 

Honorable Great Master Minh Dang Quang granted him another 

Buddhist name Thich Giac Nhien. In 1954, after the secret absence of 

Master Minh Dang Quang, he headed the Fourth Mendicant 

Missionary, one of the six main missionaries of Vietnamese Mendicant 

Order. In 1958, he was the director of affairs and director of 

propagation of the  Dharma for the Vietnamese Mendicant Order. He 

guided monks in the Order to travel all over the South and central 

Vietnam to expand the doctrines of the school and to build over 30 

monasteries. In 1960, he was assigned to the general director of affairs, 

general director of monk affairs, general director of propagation of the 

Dharma, and general director of social welfare for the Vietnamese 

Mendicant Order. In 1964, he was also responsible for the Head of the 

Central Institute of the Vietnamese Mendicant Order. In 1965, he 

opened the Institute of propagation of the  Dharma to train new monks 



 19 

and nuns for the Order. From the time of the absence of the Great 

Master Minh Dang Quang until 1975, he wandered all over the South 

and Central Vietnam to propagate the Dharma and to compose a lot of 

Buddhist books. He was the one who collected and printed 69 books 

titled “The True Principles” of Great Master Minh Dang Quang. He 

came to the United States of America in 1978, there he founded the 

International Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Order in the same year 

(ISBBA). After the passing away of the second patriarch Giac Chanh in 

2004, he became the Third Patriarch of the Vietnamese Mendicant 

Buddhist Order. During more than seven decades of propagation of the 

Buddha-dharma, he admitted more than a million of followers, and he 

also built hundreds of monasteries from all over Vietnam and all over 

the world. To this day, at the age of 86, he is still traveling all over the 

world (all over the U.S.A., Canada, Australia, France, England, 

Belgium, Russia, Vietnam, etc.) to preach the dharma.   

 

II. The International Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association:  

The International Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association, founded in 

1978 in the United States by  Most Venrable Thích Giaùc Nhieân, a 

Tripitaka teacher of dharma. ISBBA was originated from the 

Vietnamese Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Association whose founder was  

late Great Venerable Minh Ñaêng Quang in 1944. Most Venerable 

Thich Giac Nhien was one of the most famous monks of Vietnamese 

Buddhism, a Tripitaka teacher of dharma. He was born in Cantho, 

South Vietnam in 1923, left home and became a novice at the age of 8. 

In 1944 he met and became of of the most imminent disciples of Most 

Venerable Master Minh Dang Quang (Founder of the Vietnamese 

Mendicant Order). In 1954, after the secret absence of Master Minh 

Dang Quang, he headed the Fourth Mendicant Missionary, one of the 

six main missionaries of Vietnamese Mendicant Order to travel all 

over the South and central Vietnam to expand the doctrines of the 

school. He came to the United States of America in 1978, there he 

founded the International Sangha Bhikshu Buddhist Order in the same 

year (ISBBA). After the passing away of the second patriarch Giac 

Chanh in 2004, he became the Third Patriarch of the Vietnamese 

Mendicant Buddhist Order. During more than seven decades of 

propagation of the Buddha-dharma, he admitted more than a million of 
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followers, and he also built hundreds of monasteries from all over 

Vietnam and all over the world. At the age of 86, he was still traveling 

all over the world (all over the U.S.A., Canada, Australia, France, 

England, Belgium, Russia, Vietnam, etc.) to preach the dharma. He 

passed away on August 3, 2015, at the age of 93.  

 

Taøi Lieäu Tham Khaûo 
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