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August 18, 2022

Chua Tam Bao

975 Monterrey Blvd.

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70815

RE: AN OPEN LETTER TO THE CONGREGATION OF THE TAM
BAO TEMPLE

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Tam Bao Temple:

It is with great sadness that I read newspaper stories and social media posts about
serious and disturbing allegations made against the spiritual head of your temple,
“Thay” Thich Dao Quang. Having known Thay for approximately six years in a
professional capacity, I am shocked that certain members of the Tam Bao congregation
would lower themselves to publically slander this religiously sincere man, simply
because they do not agree with some of his decisions regarding the removal of a certain
monk from religious service at the temple. I wish to make the following clarifications
to some of the allegations I have read in the articles published as well as the petition
that was filed against Thay in the 19 th Judicial District Court in Baton Rouge.

As some of you may know, I am an immigration lawyer and, for the past six years, I
have assisted Thay and the Tam Bao Temple in bringing Buddhist monks and nuns from
Vietnam to serve at the Tam Bao Temple. The monks and nuns are originally brought
over on R-1 nonimmigrant visas, to serve at the temple. These visas are temporary and
are valid for up to 30 months. The visas may be renewed for an additional 30 months,
for a total of 60 months, or five years. R-1 nonimmigrant visas are “site specific,”
which means that the sponsored monk or nun may only work at the temple that
sponsored them, in this case, the Tam Bao Temple. If the monk or nun wishes to
transfer to a different temple, the new temple must file a new petition. A monk or nun
cannot just move from temple to temple without requesting formal permission from U.S.
Immigration (USCIS). It is illegal to do so.

If a monk or nun is dismissed from their position, or decides to return to Vietnam, the
sponsoring temple must notify USCIS in writing within 14 days of termination of
religious service. This is a mandatory procedure and, in every petition, Tam Bao
temple, certified to USCIS that it would comply with this requirement. Again, this is
not optional. Tam Bao has consistently notified USCIS when a monk or nun chooses to
or is asked to leave, because this is a legal obligation.
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Many of the monks and nuns who come to serve at Tam Bao Temple prove to be sincere
to their religious commitment, which results in the Temple wishing to seek a permanent
immigrant visa (or green card) for the monk or nun. I am not going to go into details of
this procedure in this letter because it is not relevant to the purpose of this letter.
However, Tam Bao has applied for and received several green cards for its monks and
nuns.

On February 27, 2017, Tran Thi My Trang, who goes by the religious name Thich Nu
Phuoc Chau, entered the United States at Houston, Texas, after the Tam Bao Temple’s
petition for an R-1 nonimmigrant visa for her was approved and the visa was issued in
Ho Chi Minh City. According to U.S. Custom and Border Protection records, Thich Nu
Phuoc Chau was authorized to remain in the United States as a nun at the Tam Bao
Temple until August 23, 2019. However, this nun left the Tam Bao Temple
approximately three months later on May 27, 2017. As required, USCIS was notified of
the nun’s departure from the Temple. However, the nun apparently did not immediately
depart the United States as required. U.S. Custom and Border Protection records show
that she did not leave the USA until over one year later from Orlando, Florida, on
October 6, 2018.

Therefore, and again, just to clarify, Thich Nu Phuoc Chau only served as a nun at the
Tam Bao Temple for three months, from February-May, 2017, not for six months as is
being alleged. She left the temple more than two years earlier than she was required to
do so, but opted to remain in the United States illegally for an additional 15 months. In
paragraph 9 of the petition that Elisabeth Le, Phuong Le, Lan Tran, and Lien Tia filed
against Thay, they allege that Thay immediately sent “said nun” back to Vietnam
without notice. Obviously, based on government records mentioned above, this is a lie.

There also are allegations being circulated about this nun’s medical examination in
Vietnam before coming to the USA. This allegation is totally false because R-1
nonimmigrant visa applicants are not required to have a medical examination. A
medical examination is only required if one is coming to the United States on an
immigrant visa (green card).

Regarding the dismissal of the monk who triggered all of this unnecessary chaos,
USCIS was notified upon his departure for the Tam Bao Temple within the required 14
days. There is no USCIS or Customs and Border Protection (CBP) record documenting
his required departure from the United States. This monk therefore, appears to be
unlawfully present in the United States. It was recently brought to my attention that
someone re-submitted a copy of the withdrawn petition that I prepared for this monk to
USCIS without Thay or my knowledge or permission. I only learned about this because
USCIS questioned the submission. Submitting false documents using my name is
something I will not tolerate. It also causes creates doubt at USCIS whether Tam Bao
is sincere in its desire to bring Buddhist qualified monks and nuns to the United States,
or whether it is just a “visa factory” to bring people to the United States. Tam Bao does
not want to find itself in the position of USCIS being suspicious of future requests for
nonimmigrant visas and green cards.



Finally, I would like to address this situation on a personal note. In my capacity as an
immigration lawyer and as a resident of Baton Rouge, I have dealt with Thay closely
over the years. [ have always enjoyed working with him and admire his sincerity,

humility, honesty, and dedication to the Buddhist faith. The social service and
charitable programs that Thay and the Tam Bao Temple support are positive things for
our community. As a Christian, I would refer to him as a “man of God.” I have no
doubt in my mind that the allegations made against him are completely false and have
been made in extremely bad faith. The damage that has been done and continues to be
done to Thay’s personal and professional reputation is terrible and inexcusable. These
false and slanderous allegations have only resulted in tearing apart and permanently
damaging the reputation and good standing of the Tam Bao Temple. The congregation
members who are raising these allegations should be ashamed of themselves. I also
have reviewed the names of those who signed the petition seeking to remove Thay from
his position because of his alleged immoral actions. I was frankly surprised and
saddened to see that many of the individuals who signed on to these petitions are
former and present clients of mine, who, I would have thought, would have better sense
than believing such lies.

Please, for the sake of unity and for all the good work that the Temple does for the
community, end this nonsense and resume living according to the teachings of the
Buddhist faith. It is my hope that the Tam Bao Temple can get past this situation and
begin the slow and painful process of preparing the massive damage that has been done.
I believe Buddha said, “No matter how hard the past, you can always begin again.”

Sincerely,

Roger K. Ward

THU BACH HOA KHONG NIEM KiNH GU'I BAO TRANG CHUA TAM BAO
Kinh thwa quy liét vi thanh vién chua Tam Bao:

Téi rat budn khi doc nhirng cau chuyén trén bao chi va cac bai dang trén cac
trang mang xa hdi vé nhirng cdo budc nghiém trong va gay phién nhiéu chéng lai
vi tru tri chua ctia quy vi, “Thay” Thich Dao Quang. Da dwoc quen biét Thay qua
gan sau nadm trong tw cach va quan hé nang lwc chuyén mén, t6i rat bang hoang
khi mot s thanh vién chua Tam Bdo tw ha thap chinh minh dé& dat diéu vu khéng
ngang nhién vi tu sT thuan thanh tén gido nay, don gian chi vi ho khéng déng y
véi mot sé quyét dinh clia Thay vé viéc tir chéi sw nhap ching mot mot nha sw
nao dé tiép tuc hién dién tham gia sinh hoat tu hoc tai chua. Sau day té6i muén
lam minh bach déi v&i mot sé cao budc vé Thay ma t6i da doc trong cac bai bao



da xuét ban cling nhw trong don kién Thay dwoc dé trinh 1én Toa an Quan Tw
phap so 19 & Baton Rouge.

Nhw mét sd quy vi co thé da biét, toi la mot luat sw chuyé&n nganh Di Tra va
trong sau nam qua, t6i da hd tro Thay va Chuia Tam B3o trong viéc dwa cac tang
ni Phat t& tlr Viét Nam sang phuc vu tai chia Tam Bao. Cac tang ni ban dau
duwoc dwa qua thi thuc theo dién khéng dinh cw R-1, dé phuc vu tai chuia. Nhirng
visa nhap canh (thj thwc) nay la tam thdi va cé gia tri 18n dén 30 thang. Thi thuc
c6 thé dwoc gia han thém 30 thang, tdng cong 1a 60 thang hodc ndm nam. Thi
thwe khéng dinh cu R-1 14 “dia diém cu thé”, cé nghia 1a nha sw hodc niy tu dwoc
b&o tro chi cé thé 1am viéc tai ngdi chua da béo tro ho, trong trwdng hop nay 1a
chua Tam Bao. Néu tang, ni muén chuyén dén chua khac thi chua méi phai lam
don xin phép ma&i. Mot nha sw hodc niv tu khong thé tuy tién di chuyén tir chua
nay sang chuia khac ma khéng yéu ciu sw cho phép chinh thirc ciia Co' quan Di
tri Hoa Ky (USCIS). Di chuyén khéng cé gidy phép chinh thirc clia co quan Di
Tra |14 bat hop phap.

Néu mot nam tu sT hodc ni tu si bj cach chirc hodc quyét dinh tré vé Viét Nam,
ngdi chuia bdo tro phai théng bao cho USCIS bang van ban trong vong 14 ngay
ké tlr ngay chAm durt trach nhiém phuc vu tén gido. Pay la tha tuc bat budc va
trong moi don thinh nguyén, chua Tam Bao déu cam két véi USCIS sé tuan tha
yéu cau nay. Mét 1an nira khang dinh rang, day la khéng phai |a tw do tuy chon.
Chua Tam Bao da lién tuc théng bao cho USCIS khi mét vi tang hay ni nao tw
chon hoéc bi yéu ciu roi di, vi day 1a nghia vu phap ly.

Poéng ddo Tang Ni dén tu hoc va hoang phap tai chua Tam Béo da chirng minh
cho sw nghiém tac déi véi cam két phuc vu tén gido cta ho, diéu nay dan dén
viéc nha chiia mong mudn c6 dwoc mét sy thi thwe nhap cu thwdng tra (hodc
thé xanh) cho céc tang, ni. T6i s& khong di vao chi tiét cia tha tuc nay trong birc
thw nay vi né khéng lién quan dén muc dich cta bire thw nay. Tuy nhién, Chua
Tam Bao d3 xin va nhan duwoc mot sé thé xanh cho cac tang, ni tai chua.

Ngay 27 thang 2 ndm 2017, ni ¢d Thich N& Phuéc Chau, thé danh Tran Thi My
Trang nhap canh Hoa Ky tai Houston, Texas, sau khi chua Tam Bao ndp don xin
thi thwe theo dién khong dinh cw R-1 cho ni ¢6 4y. Don xin da dwoc chip thuan
va visa thj thwe da dwoc cap tai Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh. Theo hé so Hai Quan
va Bién Phong Hoa Ky, Thich Nir Phwédc Chau dwoc phép Iwu lai Hoa Ky voi tw
cach 1a ni cé cla chiia Tam Béo cho dén ngay 23 thang 8 nam 2019. Tuy nhién,
ni ¢ nay da roi khoi chua Tam Bao khoang ba thang sau vao ngay 27 thang 5
nadm 2017. Theo yéu cau, USCIS da dwoc thong bao vé s ra di cta ni co nay
khdi chua. Tuy nhién vi ni c6 nay dwdng nhw da khéng roi Hoa Ky ngay 1ap tic
theo yéu cau. H6 so Hai Quan va Bién Phong Hoa Ky cho thay rang ni cé ay da
khéng r&i Hoa Ky cho dén hon mét nam sau dé tr Orlando, Florida, vao ngay 6
thang 10 nam 2018.



Vi vay, mot 1an niva, xin néi ré thém rang niv tu Thich N Phwéc Chau chi lam ni
c6 tai chtia Tam Bdo trong ba thang, tir thang Hai dén thang Nam, 2017; khéng
phai sau thang nhw hién tai bi cado budc. C6 r&i chua sém hon hai nam so voi
yéu cau nhung da nan & lai Hoa Ky bat hop phap thém 15 thang niva. Trong
doan 9 cua don khai kién ma Elisabeth Le, Phuong Le, Lan Tran va Lien T|a
ndp chéng lai Thay, ho cao budc rang Thay da ngay lap tic gt “ni ¢b da noi” vé
Viét Nam ma khong can théng bao. Ré rang, dwa trén cac hd so ctia chinh ph
da dé cap & trén, day la mét 16 néi dbi.

Ciing c6 nhi*ng cdo budc dwoc lwu hanh vé viéc kiém tra y té cta niv tu nay &
Viét Nam truéc khi dén My. Cao budc nay hoan toan sai vi R-1 dwong don xin
thi thire nhap canh khéng dinh cw nén khéng bat budc phai kham sirc khde. Muc
kiém tra y té chi dwoc yéu cdu néu mot ngudi dén Hoa Ky theo dién thi thuc
nhap cw thwong tra (thé xanh).

Vé viéc bai nhiém tang nhan da gay ra tat ca sw hén loan khéng can thiét nay,
USCIS da dwoc thdng bao trong vong 14 ngay theo luat dinh khi dwong sy roi
chua Tam Bao. Khong c6 tai liéu, hé s USCIS hoac Hai Quan va Bién Phong
(CBP) yéu cau khi nguoi nay khO’I hanh roi Hoa Ky. Do d6, ngwdi nay dwong
nhw 1a dang hién dién béat hop phap tai Hoa Ky. Gan day toi chi y rang, cé ai do
da nop lai ban sao cla thw kién nghi ma t6i da rat theo dung thd tuc phap ly cla
USCIS cho nha sw nay. Hanh déng 1én lat ndp lai hé so da rut néi trén khéng cd
Thay (Thich DSdao Quéng) hay t6i biét hodc cho phép. Toi biét vé diéu nay bdi
vi USCIS da dat cau héi vé viéc ndp hd so clia ngudi ndy. Viéc gii tai liéu gian,
st dung vung trom tén cua toi la moét sw viéc ma téi sé khong dung thr. N6 cling
gay ra sw nghi ngd tai USCIS dbi véi chua Tam Béo vé sy thanh tin mudn dua
cac tang ni co trinh dd Phat gido dén Hoa Ky hoang phap hay néu nguwpoc lai, nd
chi la mét “nha may san xuét thi thwe xuét canh” dé dwa moi nguwdi dén Hoa Ky.
Chua Tam Bao han nhién khéng muén thay minh & vi tri ma USCIS dat nghi nge
vé cac yéu cau trong twong lai dbi véi viéc thj thwe khdéng dinh cw (Dién R.1) va
thé xanh (thwdng tra).

Cudi cung, t&i mudn minh giai tinh hudng kién cao chéng bang ndy bang mbi
quan tam trai nghiém ctia chinh minh. Vé&i tw thé 1a mét luat sw Di Tra déng thoi
v&i tw cach la cw dan ctia Baton Rouge, t6i da cé dip tham gia sinh hoat va
twong tac chat ché véi Thay (Thich Pao Quang) qua nhiéu ndm. T6i ludn thich
lam viéc cung Thay va ngwdng mo sw chan thanh ctia Thay véi dire tinh khiém
cung, trung thwe va tan tuy véi diee tin Phat giao. Dich vu x& héi va nhirng
chwong trinh tir thi&én ma Thay va Chua Tam Bao Gng ho giup dai ching 1a
nhirng viéc lam tich cwc cho cdng déng clia ching t6i. La mét tin hivu Thién
Chua Gido, t6i mudn goi vi nam nhan tu si Phat gido (Thich Pao Quang) nay la
“Nguwoi Thanh Thién” (Man of God). T6i khong co trong tam tri toi chut nghi ngo
nao khi cho rang, nhirng cdo budc chdng lai Thay la hoan toan sai sw that va da
bi d&t diéu theo nhirng ta y xau xa. Nhirng sv thiét hai da xay rava tlep tuc gay
tac dong xau dbi véi danh tiéng ca nhan va chirc nghiép cia Thay la diéu khing
khiép va khong thé bao chira dwoc. Nhirng cdo budc sai trai va vu khéng day



tinh ma ly ndy chi dan dén viéc chia ré va vinh vién lam tdn hai dén uy tin ciing
nhw phwong vi tot dep ctia Chiia Tam Bao. Nhirng thanh vién, héi hiru nao dang
néu ra nhirng cao budc nay nén tw biét xau hé vé ban than. Téi cling da xem xét
danh tanh cta nhitng ngwdi da ky vao ban kién nghi tim cach loai bd Thay ra
khdi vi tri dwong nhiém cta Thay vi nhirtng hanh dong bi cao budc 1a trai dao dirc
cta Thay. Téi thwe sw ngac nhién va rat budn khi thiy rang nhiéu ca nhan da ky
vao cac ban kién nghi nay la nhitng khach hang than cha trwéc day va hién tai
cda t6i, nhirng ngudi ma tdi nghi rang sé tw minh cé y thirc tét hon la tin vao
nhirng 16i néi dbi tra nhw vay.

Xin vui ldng quan tam réng, vi sy doan két hoa hop va vi tit ca nhirng diéu tbt
dep ma chuia Tam Bdo da lam cho cdng dong, xin hdy cham dit tinh trang vo
nghia ly dang dién ra va tiép tuc séng theo nhirng I&i day ctia Pirc tin Phat gido.
Téi hy vong rang chua Tam Béo c6 thé thoat khdi tinh trang dang tiéc hién tai va
bat dau mot tién trinh cham chap va xot xa dé hoa giai sw thiét hai Ién da xay ra.
Téi tin |61 Dire Phat da day rang: "Bét luan qua khiv tai wong nghiét nga thé nao,
ngwdi ta van ludn ludn cé kha nang bat dau lam lai.”

Tran trong,

Roger K. Ward



