5!'{?1: lich: 2556; Viét lich: 4891; Nong lich: Nham Thin

'!,}
N |.| §®’ @mﬁ @ﬂﬂ@

Nguyen tac: Pﬂul’ Crﬂucher 4' _
Vlet dich: TK Th:ch Nguyen Tnng

‘\w

[ Vlénﬂuéngﬂ g
hMuavuLan i‘iﬁ



LICH SU PHAT GIAO UC PAI LOI
(History of Buddhism in Australia)

Nguyén tac: Paul Croucher
Viét dich: Ty Kheo Thich Nguyén Tang



Muc Luc

Lo1 nguoi dich. TT Thich Nguyén Tang

Loi gidi thiéu. HT Thich Huyén Tén

Loi giéi thiéu. HT Thich Nhw Dién

Lot gi61 thi€u. TT Khantipalo Thera

Chuong 1: Nhitng chiéc binh tréng

Chuong 2: C nhu Ia tor mot x(r khac: 1910-1952
Chuong 3: L6i thoat doc nhat: 1952-1956

Chuong 4: Trong sen trén tang da: 1956-1971

Chuong 5: Nhitng Ngudi Panh Trong Phap 1971-1975
Chuong 6: Bo bén kia: 1975-1988

Phu luc:

- Phat Giao tai Uc

- Pai Ho1 Khoang Pai Ky IV...

- Tu Vién Quéang Puc trén dat Uc
- Doi nét vé tac gia va dich gia



Loi thwa cua nguwoi dich
TT Thich Nguyén Tang

DPay la cuon sdach dau tién ghi lai lich sir Phdt
Gido ¢ Uc Chdu va anh huéng cia Phat Gido doi
vGi doi song van héa va tam linh cia ngwoi Uc.
Cuon sach nay theo doéi qud trinh hinh thanh ciia
Phdt Gido tir giai doan so khai vao thé ky 19, dén
khi nhitng Héi Phdt Gido dau tién dwoc thanh ldp
vao dau thdp nién nam muwoi cia thé ky 20;cdc
phong trao hoc Phdt ciia ngwoi Uc va sau doé la
nhitng nguwoi ti nan dén tir chdu A. Giong nhw mot
birc tranh lich sit, khéng chi néi vé nhitng nguoi
Phat tw binh thuong tai xu so Nam Ban Cau nay,
cuon sach da hdap dan hon véi nhitng nhan vat
lp di, nhitng ké gia danh, nhitng nguwoi noi tiéng
va cdc bdc thanh thién.



Paul Croucher, tac gia tap sach, sinh nam 1961,
sinh truong ¢ Sydney, lan dau tién tiép xiic voi
sach Phat Giao va Ldo Gido trong thoi gian lam
viec 0 mot tiem sach vao nam 1979. Tuy chu tam
vao Thién hoc nhung cdc vi Thay dau tién cia
ong lai la Lat Ma Tdy Tang, do la Lat Ma Geshe
Nyawang Leyden va Lat Ma Yeshe. Nam 1983,
ong vieng tham Nhat Ban, Thai Lan, va nhitng
noi co nguoi Tay Tang luu vong o mién Bdc An
Dé. Tir nam 1984, 6ng nghién ciru lich sit A Chéu
va hoc tiéng Nhat o dai hoc Monash
(Melbourne). Nhitng quan tam khdc cua ong la
choi bong squash, di da ngoai va doc sach cua
Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862), mot nha van
My thudc phdi tw nhién. Hién tai 6ng dang song
tai Melbourne va viét ludn dn tién si vé lich sir
Thién Téng.

“Lich Sir Phdt Gido Uc Pai Loi” dwoc xudt ban
tai Sydney vao nam 1989, véi gan 150 trang, bao
gom sdu chwong: chuwong 1: Nhitng chiéc binh
trong; chuong 2: Cir nhw la tir mot xir khdc:
1910-1952; chwong 3: Léi thodt ddc nhat: 1952-
1956; chwong 4: Trong sen trén ting da: 1956-
1971; chwong 5: Nhitng nguoi danh trong Phdp
1971-1975; va chwong 6: Bo bén kia: 1975-1988.



Nhu vay, tap sach “Lich suw Phat Giao Uc” chi
giol han trong khoang thoi gian tw luc khoi
nguyén den nam 1988, tat nhién tir nam 1981,
Phat Giao Viét Nam dd co mat tai xur so nay, va it
nhiéu, Paul Croucher dd ghi lai nhitng gi ma éng
biét dwoc, cam nhin dwoc vé Phdt Gido Viét
Nam, ké ra cing rat Iy thi. Nhung théi, d6 la
chuyén sé dwoc dé cdp ¢ chwong cudi cia tdp
sach.

16i duwoc dao hitu Kerry Trembath va Swee Beng
Toh, Thuw Ky cua Hoi Phdat Gido New South
Wales trao ting cuoén sdch "Buddhism in
Australia 1048-1988”, nguyén tac Anh ngit cua
tc gia Paul Croucher vao dau thang 4 nam 1998
ngay sau khi t6i ddt chan dén nwéc Uc. Trude
day, toi tung lién lac thu tw voi dao hiru Kerry
Trembath tir dau nhitng nam 1990 khi nghién ciru
dé tai “Phdt Gido Thé Gidi”, lic dy dao hitu
Kerry Trembath dd cung cdp nhiéu tai liéu quy
bdau vé Phdt Gido T. ay Phuong va dac biet la Phat
Gido Uc Chdu, ching téi da viét mét bai ngan vé
Phdt Gido Uc Chdu dang trén BPdc San Gidc Ngo
vao nam 1996 (xem bai nay ¢ phan phu luc cuoi
sach). Nam 1998, nho sw bao lanh cua bao huynh
la Thuwong toa Thich Tém Phuong, t6i dén Uc
theo dién Minister of Religion (Nha Truyén
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Giao), duoc dao hitu Kerry Trembath moi dén
Sydney tham tru so cua Hoi Phat Gido New South
Wales, tai ddy téi dd cé dip tiép xic va néi
chuyén voi dao hitu Graeme Lyall, la mot Phat tu
ldo thanh nguoi Uc va dwoc xem la mét chirng
nhan song ciia lich sir Phdt Gido cia xir Uc nay,
ong la dé tu quy y Tam Bao cua Ni Su nguoi My
Dhammadina vao dau thdp nién 50. Gio ddy éng
da 80 tudi, nhwng van cong hién hét siec minh cho
Phat Giao, ong hien dang giup Hoa Thuong Tinh
Khong pho bién kinh sdch tzeng Anh mién phi cho
hé thong thw vién cong dong trén toan lién bang
Uc Chdu. Pao hitu Graeme Lyall von la nguoi
sang lap va la cuu Chu tich cua Hoi Phat Giao
New South Wales. Ong tirng gieo duyén xudt gia
lam Sa Di (Samanera) ngan han véi Hoa Thirong
Dhammananda o Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia vao
nam 1984. Hién nay ong dang la Chu tich Hoi
Phat Da New South Wales, Chu tich Quy Gido
duc Dai Hoc Phat Gido va la mot nhan vién
Tuyén uy Phat Gido lam viéc thién nguyén tai cac
trai giam ¢ tiéu bang New South Wales. Téi rat
vui mung vi da co duyén gap nhitng nhdn vat co
cong trong viéc déng gop cho sw phdt trién Phdt
Gido tai Uc Pai Loi. Trong cuoc gap go ong
Graeme Lyall lan nay, hai vi chanh phé thw ky
Kerry Trembath va Swee Hin Toh da goi tang tap
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sach “"Buddhism in Australia 1048-1988" va yeu
cau toi chuyen ngu sang tzeng Viét dé giup cho
cong dong nguoi Viet, von la mot trong nhitng
cong dong sdc téc déng dic nhat tai Uc, hleu biét
thém vé qud trinh hinh thanh va phdt trién cia
Phat Giao tai xur so nay.

Téi bat dau dich tdp sach nay tir dau nam 2000
nhung mdi dén nay méi hoan tat. So di viéc dich
tdp sach nay keéo dai hon muwoi nam, vi trong
khoang thoi gian do toi da wu tién cho cdc tdc
pham khac nhw Phat Gido Khdp Thé Gidi, Chét
va Tai Sanh, Phap Ngitr cua Hoa Thuong Tinh
Khong, Siurc Manh Cua Long Tuw..., Mot Iy do
khéc la vi tac pham lich sie nay cé phan khé khan
va cdch viét cia tdc gia dé bi hiéu lam ciing nhuw
dé lam mich long nguoi doc, nhat la nhitng nguoi
khong co cam tinh voi Phat Gido, khi doc tdc
pham nay sé c6 phan khé chiu khi tim thay nhing
giai doan thang tram cia Phdat Gido Uc, nhitng
phe nhom, hoi doan cua nguoi Uc da trang xung
dot, chong bang nhau. Au ciing la thoi thuong
ciia nhdn thé. Dich gid c¢6 lic muon bo ngang
dich pham nay, nhung bo thi thwong vuong thi
101, cuoi cung danh phai co gang tiép tuc di toi
trang cudi cia tac pham. Vi la mét tac pham lich
s nén phan dnh su that nhwng glaz doan kho

khén cua lich siv ma bat ky gido héi ndo, quoc gia
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ndao ciing khéng thé tranh khéi, mong déc gid
hoan hi khong chcfp mdc, chi nén doc lich sir Phdt
Gido Uc dé soi chiéu ban thdn va sinh hoat hién
tai ciia minh, ¢ gang khéng di vao vét xe do ciia
lich sw. Po la muc tieu dich phcfm nay ra doi.

Chan thanh cam on Dao Hitu Kerry Trembath va
Swee Beng Toh, Chanh Pho Thw ky Hoi Phat
Gido New South Wales da gdi ting tdp sach tiéng
Anh nay.
Chung con chan thanh cam ta Hoa Thuong
Thich Huyén Tén, Tang Gido Truéng GHPGVN
Thong Nhat Hai Ngoai tai UPL-TTL, nguwoi co
cong soan thao Hién Chuwong va thanh Igp Gido
Hgi PGVN Théng Nhat tai Uc Pai Loi vao dau
thap nién tam muoi, va la mot chung nhan cua
nhitng thang tram PGVN tai dat nuée nay, da viét
loi giGi thiéu thir nhat cho tdp sdch. Chiing con
ciing xin cam ta Hoa Thuwong Thich Nhw Dién,
Phuong Truong Chua Vién Gidc, Hannover, Puc
Quéc, dd duyét lai bdan thdo va viét loi gidi thiéu
thu hai cho tap sach trong thoi gian Hoa Thuong
vé giang day tai Khéa Tu Hoc Phdt Phdp Uc
Chau ky 11 tai Victoria. Nguwoi dich cing xin
chan thanh cam ta bao huynh, TT Thich Tam
Phuong da tao moi thudan duyén cho cong viéc
nghién cuu dich thuat trong mot thdp nién qua.



Dich gia cing xin ghi lai noi day loi tan duong
cong dirc cua Quy Phat tu gan xa da dong gop
tinh tai de dn tong tdp sdach nay.

Xin chap tay nguyén cau cho Chanh Phdp dugc

triong ton, chung sanh dwgc an lac. Nguyén cau

cho Ciru Huyén That T6, Cha Me nhiéu doi ciia
chiing ta sém tdi sinh vé céi gidi an lanh.

Melbourne, mua Phat Dan 2636, Tay lich 2012

Dich gid can chi

Ty Kheo Thich Nguyén Tang
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Lot gi61 thigu cua
Hoa Thwong Thich Huyén Ton

Lich st Phat Gido Uc Pai Loi cua tac gia Paul
Croucher, qua ban Viét dich v61 van phong hién
dai, xuat sic, gdy gon va trung thuc ctia Thuong
toa Thich Nguyén Tang. Thuong Toa Thich
Nguyén Tang dén Uc tir nam 1998, ngoai cong
viéc lam website Phat Gido, Thay dd wvui thich
trong coéng viéc phién dich, va c nhu thé nhiing
ban dich cua Thay mdi ngay mdi xuat sic hon.
Chinh nho vay ma qua
“ Lich Str Phdt Gido Uc Pai Loi”, chung ta dugc
thay tac gia Paul Croucher d3 phac hoa cho Phat
G1ao c6 mot b mat tua nhu “Nguwoi tim dat khai
khédn” hon 1a Nguoi chan tu di truyén dao.
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Bat cir ai doc tac pham lich st nay cta 6ng Paul
Croucher déu biét rang, 6ng da rat dau long ma
hoa 1én duong nét that trong thoi ky dau cua lich
sir Phat gido Uc, voi nhimg tam 1ong muon phat
huy Phat dao nhung sy h1eu Dao cua ho co I€
cling rat so nguyén. Vin goc d3 nhu vay roi thi
dich gia c6 cao siéu dén may ciing khong sao lam
khac duoc.

Thuong toa dich gia ciling tham thia khi cho rang:
“Bo thi thuong, vuwong thi toi, ciing mong doc gia
hoan hy khéng chap mdc, chi nén doc Lich sir
Phét Gido Uc Chdu dé soi chiéu ban than”. Vi
“tién xa ky phic, hau xa gidi chi” (Xe trudc nga
do, xe sau nén canh gidc), ma Thuong toa da tiép
tuc hoan thanh dich pham nay.

Poc lai “Lich sir Phdt Gido Uc Dai Loi” chot
nhu minh bi chao dao trong nguén song chong
d6i, thi phi. Trong d6 tac gia ciing da dé cap dén
cac vi chic sic ctia Phat Gido Viét Nam trong
thoi ky tir 1980 dén 1988. Tac gia ciing da ranh ré
va hiéu 16 nhimng cidu mo dau trong ban Hién
Chuong ctua Gido Hoi va di nghi rang vin ban
nay do nhitng nguoi dimg dau to chirc soan thao.
Tuy nhién thoi Ay nay di qua roi.... Toi mong
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trong tuong lai Thuong toa viét k¥ lai Lich st
Phdt Gido Viét Nam tai Uc Chdu dé cho Tang
Tin d0 Phat t&r Viét Nam biét rd hon vé sy hinh
thanh, on dinh va phat trién cta Phat Gido tai xt
s6 Nam Ban Cau nay.

Cam on Thuong Toa da tran trong co1 to1 1a mot
chimg nhan cua lich st Phat Gido Uc! Con tdi
van luon qui mén Thuong Toa la nguoi di day
cong duac vo1 Giao HO1, vol van hoa Phat Giao,
v6i nhiéu tac pham dich thuat.

Xin thanh tAm gidi thiéu véi chu qui doc gia gan
xa. Hay hoan nghinh va dén doc tac pham dich
thuat cua Thuong toa Thich Nguyén Tang, Pho

Tru Tri Tu Vién Quang DPuc, cling 1a nguo1 chu
bién Trang nha rong 16n quangduc.com

Viét tai Chuia Bao Vuong, Mua Phat Pan 2636
(2012)

Hoa Thuwong Thich Huyén Tén
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Lo1 gidi thi¢u cua
Hoa Thwong Thich Nhw Dién

Cudi nam 2011 va dau nam 2012, Gido Hoi Phat
Gi1ao Viét Nam Hai Ngoai tai Uc Pai Loi va Tan
Tay Lan to chic khoa tu hoc Phat Phap ky tha 11
tal Kyneton, thudc tiéu bang Victoria, nam cach
thanh pho Melbourne khoang 120 cay s6. Co trén
30 chu Ton Puc va 385 hoc vién tir khip cac tiéu
bang trén nudc Uc vé day chimg minh tham du,
glang day Phat Phap va tham gia khoa tu. Bac
biét 1an nay cé trén 100 em thanh thiéu nién da
cung voi1 Ba Mg vé day tu hoc. Nhan co hdi nay
toi cling da dén day tham gia voi Gido Hoi tai Uc
va Thuong Toa Thich Nguyén Tang da nho to1

doc ban dich cudn sach “Lich st Phat 2140 Uc
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Pai1 Lo1” do Thuong toa dich sang tiéng Viét tu
tac pham tiéng Anh cua tac gia Paul Croucher,
dong thoi viét 101 gidi thiéu cho dich pham nay.
T6i dd nhan 101 va doc ngau nghién hon 120 trang
A4 danh may trong vong hai ngay dé co thé viét
101 gi6i thiéu gdi dén quy doc gia.

Poc hét 6 chuong cua tac gia Paul Croucher viét
veé Phat giao nudc Uc, t01 ¢ nhirng nhan dinh sau
day:

- Tuy tac gia khong tu gi6i thiéu quyén sach nay
nhu 14 mot ludn vin cao hoc vé Ton giao, nhung
nguo1 doc cling co thé tu hiéu ra rang day la mot
nac thang can thiét dé tac gia chuan bi cho luan
an Tién si ciia minh.

- Tac pham nay da g101 thieu mot cach can ke, co
tinh cach khoa hoc vé Ton gido, nhung chi tiéc 1a
tac gia nhin ¢ khia canh thu dong cua Phat giao
vao budi binh minh, khi Phat giao duoc truyén
vao dat nudc nay chi méi gan 200 nim lich sur.
Trong khi1 do6 mat tich cuc cua Phat giao Uc da
gop cong dugc gi cho xa ho1 da van hoa nay, thi
tac gia Paul Croucher duong nhu da co tinh 1am
ngo. O phan cudi quyén sach c6 mot vai dé nghi

o thé giup cho nguo1 doc co6 mot cai nhin thuc té
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hon, nhung day ciing chi 1a nhitng dau hiéu budc
dau thu thach cua Phat gido cua nguoil phuong
Tay tai xtr cO dat dai rOng rai nay.

- Tac gia da noi1 1én duge cair nhin cua nguol da
trang da phan theo dao Phat, 1a nhirg nguoi budc
ra khoi ngudng cira than linh ctia Thién Chia
G140 hay Tin Lanh Giao ¢ phuong Tay va khong
nhdp cudc truc tiép véi gido 1y tir bi, tri tué cla
Phat gido, ma phai qua Thong Thién Hoc ciia An
Do hoidc triét gia Krishnamurti 1a nhitng dau an
ban dau cua Phat gido tai x Uc nay.

- Ké tiép 1a nhiing nguoi dén tr A Chau nhu:
Trung Hoa, Nhat Ban, Tich Lan va sau nam 1975
c6 cac dan toc khac di dan dén day nhu: Viét
Nam, Lao, Campuchia, Tay Tang v.v... Nguoi
Trung Hoa mang vao xt Uc ton gido da than,
ning phan cau nguyén 1& bai, ngudi Nhat tu nam
1828 da c6 mit tai xi Uc nay va ho la glong dan
da tiéu thu duoc nguyén chat Thién ciia An Do,
Tich Lan; Vipassana tr¢ thanh Ch'an cua Trung
Hoa va dac biét la Zen cua Nhat Ban. Zen khong
la mét phép la, nhung day la sy thanh cong cua
nguol Nhat khi tiéu thu giao 1y cua Phat Da.
Trong khi d6 nguot Tich Lan, nguot Thai, nguot
Lao, nguoi Cam bot vi giit truyén thong nguyén
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thuy cua minh va van dé gidi han cua ngon ngir,
khién cho mot dao Phat thuc sy ctia nguoi Uc
chua duoc mo cira dé goi mo1. Trong khi do Viét
Nam va Tay Tang d3 xay dung cho cong dong
cua minh ving manh hon qua nhimng hinh anh
chua chlen duoc xay cat, cung nhu nhing vi dai
su noi tiéng, nhung nguoi Uc van con ding &
ngudng cua bén ngoai cua hanh trinh tur b1 va tri
tué ay; chtr chua c6 nguoi Uc nao tham tin tuyét
d6i dé dan than vao nhiing truyén thong Phat gido
nay.

Nhitng ngudi cu s Phat t¢ Au My nhu: Pai ta
Henry Olcott hay ba Blavatsky la nhiing nguot
Phat tur tién phong co tam y muon khoi phyc va
phat huy vé Phat gido co truyén nay, von di co
mit hon 2400 nim trén qué huong x An Do va
Tich Lan thud bay gio, ké dén 1a nhitng ngudi Au
M3 xuat gia nhu: Ni su Dhammadina (nguoi
My¥), Ngai Nyanatiloka (nguoi Dutc), Thay
Dhammika (nguoi Uc), Ni su Ayya Khema
(nguodi Puc goc Do Thai) va Ni su Chi Kwang
(ngudi Uc tu theo Phat gido Trung Hoa va Dai
Han) v.v... ho 1a nhitng nguoi Au M§ chinh goc,
thuc sy chdi tir niém tin chinh thong Thién Chua
giao hay Tin Lanh ctia minh dé dan than vao con
duong tu b1, tri tu€ va co1 bo moi sy rang budc
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ctia Dao Phat dé tu hudng do1 minh vé con duong
giac ngd giai thoat ay.

Pay 1a niém ty hdo ctua Phat 8140, vi 0 not bao
Phat, ho c6 mot co quan truyén gido chinh thuc,
ma ngudi nao mudn dén véi Pao Phat bat luan 1a
Au, MYV hay A, Phi,... Tat ca déu do tu nguyen,
chtr khong do mot sy €p budc nao hay mot quyén
loi nao co6 san duogc dit dé o phia trude. Pay la
diém son cua Phat gido noi chung va cac truyen
thong Phat gido khac ndi riéng hién c6 mit khap
noi trén thé gidi ngdy nay. DT nhién 1a khi doc tac
pham nay, ching ta khong mong mot gi hon la
tim hiéu ngon nganh veé lich str cua Phat Giao tai
xt Uc nay, Néu ai d6 muodn di tim mot giao 1y
can ban dé thuc hanh Phat Phap, thi nd1 dung cua
sach nay khong chira dung van dé ay. Pa phan
nhitng ngudi Au My khong mudn chap nhan than
linh, nén mo1 di tim mot ton giao khong ton sung
ca nhan. Do vay khi cham phai vo1 van de truyen
thong cua mot var nudc co nén Phat gido co
truyén von c6 mit ¢ d6 lau doi nhu: Tich Lan, An
Do, Thai Lan, Phat tir nguoi Uc tan thoi dd khong
muon c¢é sy hién dién cua chu Tang Ni, nhung
day co thé 1a sy hiéu lam cia nhiing nguodi mai
lam quen vo61 dao Phat. Vi dé co mét tdn 2140 Vo1

day du y nghia cua no, phai c6 ba y€u td quan
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trong. Do 1a: Gido chu, Gido ly va Giao hoi. Ba la
Giao ho1 thi phai co du Tang va tuc gach vac
banh xe Gido Phap truyén thira nay. Néu chi mot
thanh phan dam dang, thi khong thé nao chuyén
di dugc su phat trlen giao ly cua Durc Phat dugc
sdu rdng vao quan chung. Neu bao rang: Phat
gido & giai doan ban dau truyén dén Trung Quoc
vao thoi Han Minh Pé (nim 48) do Pao Lio da
rong mé con duong dé thau nhap thi Viét Nam
nguoc lai do Nho Gido di tiép nhan Phat Gido.
Trong khi d6 Phat Gido tai Nhat do Than Pao
dang rong vong tay dé don moi Phat Giao vao thi
tal Uc chau nay Thong Thién Hoc d3 1a chiéc cau
ndi lién gitta nhitng ngudi A va Uc chau Phat
gido tai diy. Pay la nhitng dau moc quan trong dé
Phat Gido di vao timg dan toc trong cac quoc gia
trén hoan vi nay.

Thuong Toa Thich Nguyén Tang, pho Tru Tri Tu
Vién Quang Duc tar Melbourne la dich gia cua
tac pham nay tu tleng Anh sang tleng Viét. Thay
ay da chuyen dich sudt 6 chuong bang vin tir luu
loat, khién cho nguoi doc dé tlep nhan quan diém
clia tirng nguoi trong tac pham nay khi ho quan
niém va thuc hanh vé Phat gido, dau cho d6 1a tu
tuong ca nhan riéng I¢ cua tung vi mot.
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Ngay nay nhting nguoil chua lam quen duogc
nhiéu v&i ngoai ngir, thi dd co nhitng ban dich ra
Viét ngit luu loat nhu thé nay, qua la dicu dang
tan duong cho ca dich gia lan doc gia. Vi 1& néu
ban dich c¢6 hay cho may ma ngudi doc lanh lung
khong lvu tdm dén thi cling t0i nghiép cho mot
tac pham ma ca tac gia lan dich gia déu da cuu
mang va muon dem mot cai gi do goi gam vao
no1 tam kham cua nguoil doc. Riéng to1, doan
chéc rang tac phém nay s€ lam hai long vo1 mot
SO quy doc gia, dau cho nguol ay co kho tinh cach
may di nira, khi ma nguo1 ay chi muon di tim dau

vét ctia dan chim di, khi mang gido phap nhiém
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mau ctia Purc Gido chu Thich Ca Mau Ni tir Pong
sang Tay, tr A Chau sang xur Uc nay.

Toi xin trang trong gidi thiéu dich pham gia trl
nay cua Thuong Toa Thich Nguyén Tang dén voi
tat ca quy doc gia khap noi va mong rang sau khi
doc sach xong, gap sach lai, quy doc gia s€ nhan
chan duoc gia tri clia tac pham nay.

HT. Thich Nhu Dién

Phuong Truwong chua Vién Giac Hanover, Dirc Quoc viét loi gii thiéu
nay vao ngay 02 thang 01 nam 2012 tai Kyneton, tzeu bang Victoria, Uc

Chdu, nhdn khoa tu hoc Phat Phap ky thw 11 duoc 16 chirc tai da)i (do TT
Thich Nguyén Tang lam Truong Ban To Chirc).
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Loi gioi thi¢u cua
TK Khantipalo Thera

Phat Gido d3 lan truyén khap A Chau mét cach
cham chap, do bi han ché nhitng khoang cach dia
1y 16n va nhitng kho khin trong viéc an hanh kinh
sach. Tuy nhién, su phat trién cua ton gido nay
cling rat dang chu y, tr A Phtt Han (Afghanistan)
dén Nhat Ban, va tir Moéng Co dén Nam Duong
(Indonesia). Nhirng tar li€u lich st ¢ cac nudce
khac nhau nhu Tich Lan (Sr1 Lanka), Tay Tang
(Tibet) va Nhat Ban viét rang cac Tang Ni cua
Phat Gi1ao du hanh da gay dugc su quan tam cua
trieu dinh & nhitng Xt nay, va tiép theo sau 1a su
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quy y theo Phat Giao cua nhirng nguo1 thudc giai
cap thugng luu.

Chi ¢ Trung Hoa khi dugc truyén vao, Phat Giao

gap nén vin minh di dat trinh do cao roi, tiép do
Phat Gido ciing da lan toa khap noi, dic biét la
trong do1 nha Puong (T"ang dynasty). Su kién
nay c6 thé duoc xem 1a sy phat trién chinh thirc
cua Phat Gido, nhung con co nhiéu hinh thtc
truyén ba khac, c6 tinh cach dan di hon, qua céc
Tang N1 va Phat tir tai gia 1am viéc cach xa triéu
dinh va nhirmg hoat dong cua ho khong duoc ghi
nhan lai trong sur sach. Sy truyen ba Phat Giao ¢
Uc Chau cling giong sy truyén ba nay, nhung co
mot diém khac biét quan trong 1a trong thoi dai
ciia chung ta, sach dugc san xuat mot cach dé
dang va ré tién. Trudc thap nién 1970, nhu tac gia
Paul Croucher cho thay, da s6 nhitng nguoi Uc
chu y dén Phat Gido di chi duoc biét vé Phat
Gi4o qua nhirng cudn sich, ma nhiing cudn sach
nay thi khong giai dap dugc nhitng cau hoi quan
trong cua ho.

Céc tin do Phat Gido Uc dau tién va nhitng nguoi
cO cam tinh v&1 Phat Giao thuong duge thu hut
qua phuong dién duy 1y — nhan ban cua giao 1y
Phat Giao hay ngang qua sy trinh bay day nghé

thuat cua nén gido 1y nay. Piéu nay co nghia 1a
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nhitng phuong dién 16n khac cuia Phat Giao da bi
bo quén hodc bi hiéu lam. Chang han nhu gido 1y
luan hoi di bi nhirng nguoi qua duy ly xem la
mot g140 thuyet A Chau khong can thiét, cung vol
diéu nay, tat ca cac nghi 1é déu bi ché 1a dau hiéu
cua su thoai hoa, va nhirng nghi thirc Phat Giao
thong thuong nhu cti lay dé té long ton kinh, su
khiém ha va su biét on da bi xem 13 nhiing viéc
khong quan trong duogc dit thém vao triét 1y cua
DPtrc Phat. Phap mon Thién cua Phat Gido va
cong dung giai tru tinh ki€u cdng nga man cua
nhitng phap nay ciing bi hiéu sai, va dugc danh
cho rat it thoi gio thuc hanh. That vay, Phat Gido
van chi 1a nhitng 161 néi dé cho nguoi ta trich dan
khi can thiét chir khong dan tdi viéc nhiép phuc
tam tan loan. Két qua 1a cudn sach ndy bao gom
ca nhitng giai doan dang budn cua lich st Phat
Gido ¢ Uc Chau. C6 diéu dang khen 1a tac gia,
tuy 1a tin do Phat Gido, d3 khong che diy nhiing
giai doan nay, vi Ong chi quan tam to1 tinh chinh
xac vé mat lich st chr khong to diém thém cho
nhtrng su kién.

T6i nhd lai hai sy viec ma toi d3 gip, co thé
minh hoa khuynh huéng sai lam trong thoi ky dau
cta Phat Gido Uc chau. Thi nhat 1a c6 1an mot
ngudi 6n do, thich coi truyén hinh va khéng bao
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gio tham thién, bao dam vai toi 12 nguoi ta co thé
dac Niét Ban vao lic qua doi. Tat nhién t6i mong
nguol nay noi dung, nhung trong tan tham tam,
toi thay ¥ k1en nay khong phu hop vo1 101 day cua
buc Phat rang muon chung dac Niét ban, nguoi
ta can phai tinh tan tu tap. Su viéc thir hai 1a trong
mot cudc hop cua mot t6 chirc Phat Gido ma toi
dugoc moi tham du, phién hop kéo dai tur tdm
gio dén mudi mot gio dém, moi ngudi cdi nhau
dir doi, va diéu dang ngac nhién nhat 1a nhing
nguo1 tham dy khong c6 a1 duoc mo1 mot ly nuoce
nao ca. Vida séng & Thai Lan nhiéu nim, mot xur
ma nguoi dan rat hiéu khach, nén toi d3 ngac
nhién vi su vo tAm nay. Tat ca moi phap mén tu
tap theo gido 1y cua Puc Phat déu bat d?lu Vo1
hanh bo thi, hay long tir bi quang dai, va neu hanh
bo thi khong phai 1a mot phan cua doi song tu tap
thi nguoi ta kho co thé thanh tyu dugc bat cu
phap mon nao khac.

Trong thap nién 1980, quang canh di thay doi
dang ké, ngay nay c6 hon tAm muoi ngan tin do6
Phat Gido & Uc Chau, thuoc hon mot trim to
chirc Phat Gido khac nhau. Cac vi Thay Phat
G1ao cO kha nang da dinh cu ¢ xr nay, va cac
nhom d¢ tor da tu tdp xung quanh cac vi, vi vay
bay gid da sb cac tin do cha tAm vao viéc hoc va
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thuc hanh gido 1y mot cach sau xa. Tuong lai tot
dep ctiia Phat Gido ¢ Uc Chau tuy thudc vao viée
s€ cO bao nhiéu vi Th?ly ban dia s& xuat hién & xur
sO rong 16n nay dé chiéu anh sang Gido Phap cho
nhitng nguoi c6 mat duge thay.

Viét tai Chita Buddha Dhamma, thang Mwoi ndm
1988.

Ty Kheo Khantipalo Thera
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Chuong 1
Nhiing chiéc binh trong

Rat c6 thé nhiing tin d6 Phat Gido dau tién dat
chan 1én bo bién Uc chau dd dén day may trim
nim trudc hai nha tham hiém nguol Anh
Dampier va James Cook (1770). Mot 80 nha nhan
chung hoc hang dau cho rang khong nhung trong
nhiéu thé ky cac thuong gia A Chau da dén thim
Arnhem Land (Béc Uc) ma ho con c6 thé duoc
xem la da dé lai mot an tuong lau bén. Thi du,
trong cudn “Aboriginal Men Of High Degree”
giao su A. P. Elkin no1 rang 6ng nhan thay c6 anh
huong cua nén vian héoa An Gido-Phat Giao thoi
ban dau ctia Nam Duong. Sau khi nghién ctu
nhitng kinh sach Phat Gido do ba Alexandra
David — Neel va W. Y. Evans — Wentz phién
dich, 6ng 1y luan rang nhitng phuong phap luyén
tam va tin vao nhirng hién twgng tam ly cling nhu
thuyét tai sinh cta ngudi Tho Dan Uc “chi ¢o thé
duoc hiéu dudi anh sang Dong Phuong”. Nhu
vay huyén hoc Tho Dan Uc d3 khong phat trién
mot cach doc lap ma da xuat hién nhu mot phan

clia sy truyén ba van hoa An Do trong khu vuc. O
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gifta nhitng ¥ kién tdo bao hon cho ring c6 nhiing
tranh v& trén da ctia nguoi Tho Dan Uc mo ta
DBuc Phat, thuyét cua Elkin c6 18 khong qua xa
x61 mot chut ndo ca. Vi vy, co thé lich sir Phat
Gido & Uc Chau da bat dau tr 1au hon 1a bat cu
nha nhan chung hoc va str hoc nao dam tuong
tuong, tror var nguoi tao bao. Tuy nhién vi bang
chimg cu thé d6 co tinh cach suy luan nén dicu
nay chi c6 thé 1a mot gia thuyét hap dan ma thoi.

Theo 16i nhitng bai hat ctia ngudi Thd Dan Uc
thi cac thuong gia nguol Macassar ¢ Nam
Duong, dugc xem la da tiép xic sém it nhat 1a
trong thé ky muoi bay, chi dén sau mot giéng
nguol ¢c0 mau da nhat hon c6 tén la “Baijimi”,
thiét 1ap mot nén néng nghiép tam thoi & Arnhem
Land. Nhitng tranh v& trén vo ciy cho thay nhiing
chiéc tau rat khac tau cua ngudi Macassar dang
tha neo. Su tiép xtc ban dau vdi ngudi A Chau
nay chi dugc mo tda mot cach mo nhat, nhung tu
lau nguoi ta dd nghi rang cic nha hang hai tir cac
xr khéc nhau ¢6 thé da dé dang do b¢ 1én bo bién
mién Bic Uc. Cac thuy thu xtr Gujerat, mién Tay
An Do, ma trong s6 d6 at cd nhiu nguoi
theo Pao Phat, di thiét lap trudce hét lién hé
thuong mai vo1 ban dao Java vao nam 75 Tay
lich, trong khi mot truyén thuyét o0 Nhat Ban noi
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rang mot nha phiéu luu Samurai thudc dau thé ky
muo1 bay la Yamada Nagamasa da di xa hon
quan dao Nam Duong xuong huong Nam. Tuy
nhién, nhing chiéc tau c6 kha ning d6 bo Uc
Chau nhat d6 1a tau cua nguoi Trung Hoa, nhiing
chiéc thuéc ham doi 16n cua Pé Bdc Cheng Ho.
Trong khoang thoi gian tir nim 1405 dén nim
1433, cac hoang dé nha Minh rat chi y dén viéc
tham hiém duong bién. Nhitng chuyén hai hanh
16n cta ho bao gom khong dudi sdu muoi hai
chiéc tau 16n. Trong s0 d6 c6 nhiing chuyén di
dén quan dao Aru, cich Arnhem Land 480 km vé
hudng Bic vao khoang nim 1408 va mot lan nira
khoang nam 1414.

Bing chting cu thé vé su c6 mit sém cla ngudi
Trung Hoa 1a nhitng manh st va mot buc tugng
cao 13cm. Tuy nhién, ngudi ta khong dong v voi
nhau 13 birc tuong Ong Tho (Shou Lao/ the spirit
of longevity) nay c6 thé dugc xem 1a cung thoi
v6i d6 doc Cheng Ho hay khong. Bie tuong dugc
ong Strawbridge thuoc bd Coéng Chanh Uc tim
théy & gan hai cang Darwin (Bac Uc) nam 1879.
Ong Strawbridge no1 rang birc twong O sau duoi
dat mot thude, nam & giira nhing ré cua mot cay
da gia (banyan). Russel Ward viét rang chinh cay
da nay la bang chting cta su lién hé véi A Chau
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vi trude @6 Uc Chau khong co giong cay da, ma
nguodi Trung Hoa thi thuong l4p nhitng cai miéu
nhé & dudi goc nhitng ciy da gia. Nhung dong
thdi ciing c6 nhimg y kién khic, Geoffrey
Blainey cho rang buc tuwong Ong Tho lam bang
loai da steatite min khong thé bén dén 450 nam
trong diéu kién nhu vay. C6 1& btrc tugng da duoc
cac thuong gia Macassar hoac nguo1 Trung Hoa
dua dén Uc trong thé ky muoi chin, du diéu nay
khong giai thich dugc ta1 sao n6 b1 chon ¢ dudi
dat, va roi sau d6 khong duoc ai nhan quyén so
htru.

C6 thé néi nhitng tin 46 Phat Gido dau tién dén
Uc Chau la vao nam 1848, va ho 1a mot nhém
cong nhan nguoi Trung Hoa. Ton gido pho thong
cua Trung Hoa 1a mot loai tin ngudng thd nhiing
vi than dugc ghép thém nhiing tin ngudng khac
cua Khéng Giao, Lao Gido va Phat Gido. Nguoi
Trung Hoa mang theo vé1 ho mot thir tin ngudng
pha tron, khong co su phan biét 10 rét va chi véi
mot chiit anh hudng ctia Phat Gido. O Trung
Quéc, nhirng nguo1 tu nhan minh 1a nguoi Phat tir
c6 18 khong dén mot phan tram dan s6. Pa so6 thoa
man vé6i hinh thic “mdo Khéng Gido, do Ldo
Giao va hai Phat Giao", (a Confucian crown, a
Taoist robe and Buddhist sandals) va khi duoc
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héi thi ho kho trinh bay vé dao ctia minh. Thi du
mot nguo1 Hoa ¢ Darwin chi noi: “Dao cua toi
ciing giong nhir ¢ Trung Quoc”. Vi viy trong to
thong ké cua chinh phi Uc, nhitng ngudi Hoa nao
khong phai 1a tin d6 Ca To Gido thi déu duoc
xem 1a theo “Phat Gido/Khong Giao”.

Nguoi ta duge biét rat it vé doi song ton gido cla
ngudi Hoa & Uc Chau trong thé ky XIX. Ho
giong nhu mot loai chim di tra, chi ¢ lai mot noi
khoang nam nam, va nhu vay ho khong c6 v dinh
hoa nhip vao cong dong dia phuong, do d6 anh
hudng cua ho khong 16n, va nhitng diéu ghi nhan
vé ho ciling khong c6 nhiéu. Ngay ca nhitng dén
miéu & dau cling co cua ho ciing thuong chi cé
tinh cach tam thoi. O khap cac tiéu bang mién
Pong, dén miéu cua ho chi 1a nhitng cai 1éu hay
nhitng kién trac tho so bang gd, va thudng co tinh
cach thuong mai. Trong cong viéc dao vang kho
nhoc, nhiéu ngudi vui 10ng chiu ton tién cling cho
cac vi Than mong cac Ngai phu ho dé duoc gip
may man. Nhitng ngdi dén duoc thiét 1ap 1au dai
hon thuong la nhitng cong trinh phu cua cac hoi
tir thién hay cac hoi bi mat. Thi dy, dén Nam
Melbourne (South Melbourne temple) da duogc
ho1 Sze Yap xay dung nam 1856. Theo mot bai
trong to bao “Australian Sketcher” nam 1875 thi
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“nhitng budi 1& cting kién ¢ ngdi dén nay thuong
duoc cac thuong gia to chirc, nhing nguoi hay
cau nguyén Puc Phat, vao nhiing thoi gian da
duoc dinh sdn mdi ndm, dy 1& & dén mic 4o dai
lua Trung Hoa sang trong, cing té va cau Phat
ban phudc”.

C6 mot thiéu s6 ngudi Hoa ¢ Uc tyr xem minh 1a

tin d0 Phat Gido, nhung khong co gi cho thay
tranh twong Phat 1a mot thanh phan trong ton gido
cia dén tho & ddy. Vi Than trung wong trong dén
Nam Melbourne c6 1€ la Ngai Quan Cong (Kuan
Kung), mot vién tuong dugc phong lam Than
Chién tranh va Cong 1y, hoac Than Tai (Tsa
Shen). Ca hai vi nay déu khong lién quan gi dén
Phat Gido, du c6 nhitng lic cac vi Than pho
thong nhu vay duoc thay thé bang cac hinh tuong
Phat Giao. Chéng han, nguoi ta théy cO tuong Bb
Tat Quan Am (Kuan Yin) trong dén Nam
Melbourne vio nim 1883, va ngudi ta nghi rang
nhirng vi khdac nhu Phat A D1 Da (Amitabha) va
Phat Di Lic (Mi Lo/Maitreya) ciling c6 thé duoc
thd phung. Cach trang hoang cau ky trong nhiing
ngdi dén duoc thiét tri vitng chac thuong 13 ban
tho kiéu Phat Gio, chit Van, va ca nhitng 14 co in
nhitng cau than chu ctua Phat Gido.
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Viéc boi toan pho thong va viéc to chitc cung té
thuong dugc vi thu tu (temple attendant) phu
trach. Tat nhién khong phai 1a tu si, nguoi nay
duoc chi dinh 1am cong viée quan 1y dén, thuong
la Iuan phién vé1 nhitng nguoil khac. Nguoi ta
khong thay co tu si Trung Hoa nao dén Uc Chau
dé dam nhiém mot cong viéc gi, va chic chan G.
C. Bolton di 1am 1an khi ong viét rang “mot tu si
Phat Gido" dén séng & Herbert, mién Bic
Queensland vao nam 1886 dé dap tmg nhu cau
tinh than ctia cong dong nguoi Java & d6. Néu co
nhitng tu si Phat Gido nao & dao Java trong thé ky
muodi chin thi ho phai 1a mot sb it, va hau nhu
khong c6 1y do gi dé ho di dén mién Bac
Queenland dé phuc vu cong dong ngudi Java Hoi
Gido.

Nguoi Hoa ¢ Uc duoc go1 la “nhirmg nguo1 co1
trén” (celestials) da xdy dén miéu cua ho trong
mot khung canh nghi ngd va thu dich, khong
thuan loi cho viéc giao tiép vian hoéa. Bong ma
“hiém hoa da vang” da phat khoi, va su bai ngoai
cua nguoi da tréng da loa1 bo mo1 y dinh ddi thoai
thuc su. CO nguolr xem Vviéc xay dén Nam
Melbourne la “béng chirng cua mot ké hoach
khong 16 va thAm hiém dé pha hoai Ca T6 Gido”.
Tuy nhién, thinh thoang cling c6 nhitng nguoi
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biéu 10 su thong cam, thi du nhu mot ky gia cua
& “Queenslander” viét nhing 101 bong bay va voi
giong bé trén vé ngdi dén Brisbane: “Anh sdng
téa chiéu khdp noi, & trén ban tho Phdt ciing nhuw
& trong nha tho Ca Té gido”. Khi s6 ngudi Hoa
sut giam va trong sO nhing ngudi con lai ¢o
nhiéu nguol theo Ca T6 giao thi ton giao Trung
Hoa & Uc l1am vao tinh trang suy thoai. Pén miéu
khong duogc tu bo, va 1a muc tiéu cta bon trom
cap nhiéu hon trudc. Cho dén nay, nhiing ngdi
dén & hau hét nhitng thanh phd 16n duoc xem 1a
c6 tinh chat tin ngudng phd thong cuia nguoi
Trung Hoa, va cO mot mdi lién hé rat xa véi Phat
Gido.

Nhitng nguoil nhap cu Nhat Ban va Tich Lan
thuong tu xem minh Ia tin dd Phat Gido thuan
tay. C6 1& nhitng nguoi Nhat dau tién & Uc Chau
[d mot nhom nguoi lam tro xiée di luu dién vao
nim 1867. Giong nhu nguoi Tich Lan, tir cudi
thap nién 1870 trd di co nhiéu nguo1 Nhat hoat
dong trong k¥ nghé ngoc trai ¢ sudt mién Bic Uc
Chau. Mot thi dy 1a ¢ Thursday Island (ticu bang
Queensland) vao gitta hai thé ky 19 va 20, da co
3.600 nguoi Nhat vuot qua sO ngudi goc Au
Chau ¢ do. Tai nang cua nhirng nguoi thg mo
ngoc trai lam cho chinh sach Uc Chau Da Trang
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phai tranh can thiép vao k¥ nghé nay, va nhiing
nguoi Nhat c6 hop dong lao dong dugc phép
nhap canh Uc Chau cho dén nim 1941. Vi vy,
nhitng cong dong nhé ngudi Nhat & Broome,
Darwin, va Thursday Island c6 nghia trang Phat
Gido va to chitc nhitng nghi 1& Phat Gido. Mbi
nam, ngudi Nhat ctr hanh 1€ Vu Lan véi sy tham
du cua toan thé cong déng, dac biét la 6 Broom,
canh twong moi la nady di hap dan ca nhing
nguoi1 du lich cling nhu ngud1 ban xur.

Nam 1982, cac nhom Phat Gido Theravada lam
I¢é ky niém mot trim ndm Phat Gido Tich Lan &
Uc Chau. That ra ngay tir ndm 1870 d3 c6 nhiing
nguoi Tich Lan lam & nhitng don dién mia o
Queensland va cOng dong Phat Gido Tich Lan
duoc xem 1a dd co tré nhat cling tir nim 1876.
Nim 1882 duoc chon dé ky niém co6 1€ vi ly do
sau day: Khoang 500 nguo1 Tich Lan ro1 thu do
Colombo ciia xtt nay dé di dén nhitng don dién ¢
mién Bic Queensland, Uc Chau. C6 1& day la
doan nguoi Tich Lan dau tién tu nguyén di khoi
Xt s cua minh dé sinh séng & xu khac. 275
ngudi dén bén Mackay ¢ Queensland ngay 16
thang 11, con nhitng nguoi khac thi dén Burnett
hai ngay sau d6. O day ho bi ngin can khong
duoc 1én bén dé di dén Bundaberg boi 50 ngudi
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thuéc Poan Chong Cu Li (Anti-Cooli Leaguers)
liéng da vao ho. Nhiing gi tiép dién sau d6 da
duoc goi l1a “Tran Burnett” khi nhitng 161 théa ma
1an nhau dua dén bao dong, vdi nhitng nguoi Tich
Lan rat dao danh duoi phe kia. Khong bao 1au sau
d6, da s6 nhing ngudi Tich Lan nay bd viéc vi
dong luong qué thap, nhung mot s6 van ¢ lai
vung nay. Co 1€ da c6 nhitng ngudr Tich Lan
mang theo kinh sach Phat Gido vi nguoi ta tuong
thuat rang mot nguoi tén 1a Bastian Appi d3 tuyén
thé vdi mét cuén “Kinh Phat Gido" (Buddhist
Bible) 6 mot toa an & Mackay nam 1885 khi kién
mot ngudi Uc vé t6i hanh hung.

Chac chan nhiéu nguoi Tich Lan trong s6 nay da
tim dén dao Thursday véi mot cong dong Phat
Gido nho dang dugc thanh lap ¢ d6. Cong dong
nay dat dinh cao trong thap nién 1890, khi co
khoang 500 nguoi Tich Lan. Ho trong hai cay Bo
dé duoc xem 13 hau dué cua cay B6 dé noi Puc
Phat thanh dao. Hai cdy B6 dé nay hién nay van
con song, nhung ngdi chia nhd ma ho di xay
dung thi khong con nira. Nhitng ngay 1€ nhu 1€
Phat Pan (Vesak Day) dugc cut hanh nghiém
trang, va theo ong Peter Warnakulasuriya (sinh
nam 1888) thi vao dau thé ky 20 c6 mdt tu si Phat
Gido dén hon dao nay dé tru tri ngdi chua, nhung
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khi “Pao Luat Han Ché Nhap Cu” (Immigration
Restriction Act) dugc ban hanh nam 1901 thi
cong dong nay dan dan tan rd, theo diing nhu mot
chan 1y Phat Gido duoc ghi trén mot tam bia da ¢
dao Thursday: “Sable sankhara anicca” cd nghia
1a “Céac phap hitu vi déu vo thudng”.

{t nhat 1a mot trong nhimg gia dinh Tich Lan nay
da & lai Queensland va van giit dao Phat, chiu
dung dugc ap luc manh va su khuyén du theo Ca
T6 Gido. Trong nhiéu nim gia dinh Mendis ban
kinh sach Phat Gido ¢ ti€ém kim hoan cua ho, va
da xay Chua Phat Gido Brisbane nam 1982. Mot
nha kim hoan khac, dugc xem 1a nguoi gidu nhat
0 Broome, Tay Uc ¢6 18 1 tin d6 Phat Gido doc
nhit & Uc Chau con gilt dugc ban sic dan toc
trong nhirng nim giira thé chién thr I va thé chién
thu II, d6 1a Tudagala Badalge Ellias, con duogc
nguoi dia phuong goi 1a T. B. Ellies. Ong nay dén
Broome nim 1888, va trong hon bén muoi nim
duoc xem 1a chuyén vién rira ngoc trai gidi nhat
thé gidi. Ong c6 tai loai bé nhitng vét ban trén
ngoc trai dén murc trong hai gid 1am viéc dng co
thé kiém dugc mot trim bang Anh thoi d6. Nam
1917 6ng cung duong tai chanh dé xay dung mot
tu vién & Bope, qué huong cia dng, gan thanh
phd Galle. Véi gia mudi ngan bang Anh, phan
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bén trong cuia ngdi tu vién duoc 1am bang gd lim
tra‘ing, cO mot pho tuong Phat béng bac rong nang
306 kg, do chinh Ellies duc. La mdt nhan vat
huyén thoai, nhimg diéu vé 6ng dugc ghi nhan
trong tat ca nhitng sach bao viét vé k§ nghé ngoc
trai va vé thanh pho Broome.

Nam 1911, khong ké nhiing ngudi theo “ton gido
Trung Hoa”, c6 3269 nguodil khai ton gido cua
minh 14 Phit Gido. Chung ta chi c6 thé doan la
con s6 nay phai cao hon trong nhirng nim cudi
thé ky muoi chin. Trong giai doan giita hai thé
chién, s6 ngudi Phat Gido giam dan cho dén con
s thap nhat 411 nguoi nam 1947. Chic chan
nhitng tin dd Phat Gido tu nhén nay la nhirng
ngudi Trung Hoa va Tich Lan di & lai Uc, nhiing
nguo1 Nhat lam nghé ngoc trai, va co 1€ ca mot it
nguol c¢6 cam tinh vd1 Thong Thién Hoc
(Theosophy).

Vao nam 1891, ba nam sau khi xay ra nhirng vu
biéu tinh bai ngoai chong nguodi Trung Hoa, c6 18
d6 1a su kién té hai nhéat trong lich su Uc Chau,
Pai Ta Henry Steel Olcott, dong sang lap vién
cua HO1 Thong Thién Hoc, va la tin d6 Phat Giso,
dén Uc dé dién thuyét vé minh triét Pong
Phuong. Nhiéu thinh gia ctia 6ng san sang tin
rang c¢6 1& A Chau c6 nhiéu 101 giai dap co thé lap
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duoc hd sdu phan cach gitta khoa hoc va ton gido.
C6 thé con c6 nhitng nguoi dong ¥ voi Gilbert
Elliot, ho1 vién Thong Thién Hoc dau tién ctia Uc
Chau, trong bai bao viét vé cudn “Esoteric
Buddhism” (Mat tong Phat G1ao) cuia A. P.
Simmett nam 1883 da noi rang “nguoi Au Chau
hau nhu khong biét gl vé con nguo1 thuc sy dugce
cau tao vO1 nhing thé siéu vat chat”. Phong trao
huong vé Pong phuong huyén bi va quan tim
dén Phat Gido nhu mot su thay thé cho Ca To
Gido gop phan tao nén mot sy so1 dong vé van
hda va ton gido. Phan tu cudi cung cua thé ky 19
1a mot thoi ky khong giong thoi dai cuia chung ta
ngay nay. Luc d6 cac thanh pho ¢ Uc Chau, ¢6
day nhitng nguoi thudc cac phai Siéu Nghiém,
Tam Linh Hoc, Thong Thién Hoc, va phai chong
lai viéc giai phiu nhitng con vat dé thi nghiém.
Chu nghia 1y tudng trudc 1974 khong cé nhiéu
tho1 g10 cho cal duge xem 1a su bao thu dén murc
nham chan cua gido ho1 Anh Gido. So vo1 thot ky
nay thi nhitng nim giita hai thé chién co vé rat
budn té, va nhu Jill Roe két luan trong cudn sach
ctia ba vé Thong Thién Hoc ¢ Uc, diéu nay cho
thay rd rang “phong trao doi khdng van héa
truyén thong cé lich sw dai hon la ching ta
tuong”.
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C6 thé noéi thanh t6 Phat Giao trong phong trao
rong rai nay co6 nguon goc 1a tinh cam cua nhiing
nguo1 thudoc phar Tam Linh Hoc danh cho cac tin
do Phat Gido Tich Lan sau cudc “Tranh Luan
Lén Panadura” nim 1873 giita cac nha truyén
giao Ca T6 Gido va mot tu si Phat Gido. Tién si J.
M. Pecbles thudéc ho1r Tam Linh Hoc My da ghi
lai va xudt ban cudc tranh luan nay, va theo tap
chi “Harbinger of Light” cua ho1 Tam Linh Hoc
Uc thi ong cho ring “cdc xit Phdt Gido cé trinh
do dao dirc cao hon va co nhitng hoat dong tu
thien hon la nhirng xu Ca 170 Gido”. Nhung 101
nay khong chi 1a sy biéu 16 tinh cam dau tién
danh cho Phat Gido dugc dang trong mot tap chi
Uc, ma con la quan diém cta vi chu bat to tap chi
do, W. H. Terry, dugc xem la “mot nguwoi chira
bénh bd"ng tir luc” va “nha nghién cuu duoc thao
co tué nhan”. Khong bao lau sau do, tiém sach
Tam Linh Hoc cua ong & duong Russell,
Melbourne, d3 chira day nhitng cudn sach Phat
Gi4o nao co thé c6 duoc, trong d6 c6 Kinh Phap
Cu, Lich st Ptc Phat, va cudn dau tién trong loat
sach cia Max Muller, “Kinh DPién Phat Gido"
xuat ban nam 1879.

Nhitng tic pham ndy va nhitng cudn sach cua
Ho1 Phién Dich Kinh Pién Pali & Luan Pon méi
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duoc thanh lap nam 1881 da tao ra sy chu y dén
Thong Thién Hoc, cing nhu mo rong rat nhleu N
thirc Ve lich str ciia nguoi dan Uc, nhung néu co
mot cudn sach nao gay sy chu y rong rai dén Phat
Gi1ao thi do la cuon sach rat pho thong cua Sir
Edwin Arnold néi vé cudc doi va gido 1y cta Durc
Phat “The Light Of Asia” (Anh sing A Chdu). Du
ngay nay cudn nay cd vé qua hoa my va coé mot
s6 diém khéng chinh xac, 1an 10n mot s6 diéu cua
An Gido va triét Iy Phat Gido, nhung Arnold da
thanh cong trong viéc giai trir nhicu v kién thoi
d6 cho rang Phat Gido c6 tinh chat hu vo chu
nghia, va Ong tin tudng viing chac rang “/é ndo
mot phan ba nhan logi tin vao sw truu tuong
trong khong, hay tin rang hw vo la nguyén nhan
va két thic cua sw song”. Trong tap chi
“Harbinger of Light”, & muc diém séach, khi nhan
xet tac phém nay, C. W. Rohner viét rang “Puic
Phdt ciua An Do khong nhitng xwa hon nam tram
nam, ma ¢ nhieu diém lai con vi dai hon va it dao
dong hon Chua Jesus cua chung ta’.

Tuy nhi€n, ban than DPuc Phat khong phai la
nguyén nhan chinh cua phong trao hudng vé
Pong Phuong nay. Phai Tam Linh Hoc
(Spiritualism) la  nhtng nguor dau tién trong
nhiéu ngudi dd nham vao Phat Gido, von duoc
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xem 1a duy 1y va hop véi khoa hoc, dé dung lam
mot thtr vii khi chong la1 Ca To Gido chinh thong.
W. H. Terry, nguot cO dong hang dau cia Phat
Glao & Uc Chau trong thap nién 1880, tuyén bo
“sy ctru chudc tir Ca T6 Gido mu quang dén Phat
G14o duy 1y”. Phai Tam Linh Hoc tu cho minh 1a
duy 1y va khoa hoc, tat nhién da cht y dén Kinh
Kalama, triét 1y cta cudn kinh nay d3 duogc giai
thich trong cudn “Buddhist Catechism” (Phdt
Gido Van Pdp) cua H. S. Olcott. Trong kinh nay
buc Phat day réng khong nén tin nhing diéu gi
theo truyén thong hay do mot vi Thay nao do
truyén day, ma chi tin sau khi da xét bang ly tri va
kinh nghiém cua minh. C6 1€ diéu nay giéng nhu
mot thir thube bd, va v&i su bao dam cua Arnold,
cac nha dién thuyét Tam Linh Hoc Uc bat dau so
sanh Niét Ban v&i Thién duong: “Niét Ban, nhu
mét s6 ngum hiéu lam, khéng phdi la cham dirt
hién hiru, ma la lan dau tién thuc sy hién hiru”
(Nirvana, as some vainly imagine, is not to cease
to be, but for the first time to really be) Tuy
nhién, khi duoc biét vé thuyet vO nga, “anatta”,
ho da lu1 la1, vi khong chiu no1 y tuong “su hién
hitu khéng cé linh hon” (an existence without a
soul). Nhung nhitng nguodi Tam Linh Hoc van
phai dugc xem 1a di dap con duong cho Thong
Thién Hoc, va do d6 cho Phat Giao Tay Phuong.
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ong Olcott ba Blavatsky

[t nhat thi Emma Layman ciing d3 c6 1y mot
phan khi cho rang Phat Gido Hoa Ky bat dau co
tor kh1 HO1 Thong Thién Hoc dugc thanh lap &
New York vao nam 1875. Sau nay Thong Thién
Hoc d3 di theo hudng khéac véi lic ban dau. Luc
do hai nha sang lap HO1 Thong Thién Hoc la
Helena Petrova Blavatsky (1831-1891) va Henry
Steel Olcott (1832-1907) c6 quan ni€ém thuong
duoc xem la da tuyén duong Phat Gido nhu mot
thr vii khi chong lai Ca Té Gido. Thi du, ba
Blavatsky d3 viét vé “hdu qud dién cuong cia
giazo ly Tin Lanh” (the maddening effect of
Protectantism), va Pai Ta Olcott néi vé Ca T6
G1ao nhu “dich thu [on cua chung ta” (our great
enemy). Su ra do1 cua HO1 Thong Thién Hoc
chinh yéu 1a két qua cua viéc nhitng nguoi Tam
Linh Hoc dugc gap Phat Giao va nhiing triét 1y
ton gido khac cia An Po. Ho tim thay mot hé
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thong tu tudong bao quat c6 kha ning cung cap
mot cai gi sau xa hon gido 1y Tin Lanh ma lai
khong doi nghich véi1 khoa hoc. Theo Olcott,
nhiing 101 day cua Puc Phat trong Kinh Kalama
c6 du nhitng diéu kién nay. Ong viét: “Téi la
nguoi theo Phat Giao, vi trong Phat Giao khong
c6 mét chuit chii thuyét nao cd, néu cé thi téi sé bé
Phat Giao ngay ngay mai” (I am a Buddhist,
because there is no scrap of doctrine in
Buddhism. If there were I would give it up
tomorrow). Ba Blavatsky néi rang ¥ tudng thanh
1ap Ho1 Thong Thién Hoc khong phai cua ba ma
la ctuia cac vi chan su Tay Tang ma ba da theo hoc
va van con truyén thong lién tuc. Ba viét: “Phdt
Gido Bac Téng day tat ca nhitng gi ma ngay nay
duoc goi la gido Iy Thong Thién Hoc. Thong
Thién Hoc da dwoc trinh bay bang nhitng tir ngir
Phat Giao, va trong mot thoi gian da duwoc xem la
dong nghia véi “Phdt Gido Bi Truyén”, vi “Phdt
Gido van giit dwoc sw than cdn véi gido Iy bi
truyén hon bdat cir mot tén gido phéd théng ndo
khac”. Nam 1888, ba viét: “Ngay ca Phdt Gido
cong truyeén ciing la con dwong chdc chan nhat
dwa nguwoi ta den chan Iy bi truyén duy nhat”.

Ba Blavatasky va Dai Ta Olcott khong phai la
nhitng nguol tu nhan minh 1a tin d6 Phat Gido.
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Vao thang 5 nam 1880, ¢ Tich Lan hai v1 da lam
1€ quy y. Nhu vay, co 18 ho 1a nhitng Phat t&r Tay
Phuong dau tién ké tir khi nguoi Hy Lap ¢ thanh
phé Gandhara, An D0 tré thanh nhirng tin d6 Phat
Gi4o mot cach chinh thic. Tat nhién, thyc sy hai
vi thudc hang ngud1 Phat tir nao thi d6 1a chuyén
khac, du ho c6 vé khong c6 nhitng dong lyc tham
kin nao ca. Olcott 1a ngudi thich du lich khap noi
va da hién than cho 1y tuong Phat Gido, bénh vuc
cho cong cudc phuc hung Phat Gido ¢ Tich Lan
bang cach tranh dau cho quyén binh dang ton
2140 va thanh 13p nhirng truong hoc Phat Giao ¢
A Chau néi chung, va trong nhiéu nim di co
gang tai 1ap su thong nhat ciia ton gido nay. Ngay
nay, ngdy tudng niém Olcott van con dugc cir
hanh mot cach trong thé & Tich Lan (Sr1 Lanka),
noi ong dugc xem nhu mot vi BoO Tat
(Bodhisattva) giup khoi phuc tin ngudng cua ho
sau nhiéu thé ky ¢ trong bong toi thudc dia Anh
quoc. Mac du ba H. P. Blavatsky chiu nhiéu su
cong kich cua bao chi, hai vi da la nhitng nguoi
mo duong thénh thang cho Phat Gido, vi nguo1 ta
can phai xét dén nd luc cta ho thi méi c6 thé hiéu
lich sir Phat Gido ¢ Uc Chau.

Lan dau tién ngudi Uc dugc biét dén Thong
Thién Hoc 1a do cudc du hanh dién thuyét cua
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mot ho1 vien HO1 Thong Thién Hoc ngudlr My,
Emma Harding Britten, vao nam 1878. W. W.
Terry gia nhap HO1 ngay sau do va dung to bao
ctia minh 1am dién dan trinh bay tu twéng Thong
Thién Hoc. TAm Linh Hoc cung cip doan thé hoi
vién chinh yéu cho Hoi Thong Thién Hoc. Jill
Roe nhan théy ho1 vién Thong Thién Hoc Uc tiéu
bicu 1a ngudi goc Ca T6 Gido va Tin Lanh, d3 trai
qua mot thoi ky bat kha tri (agnostic), va sau d6
1a mot thoi ky chtl ¥ ¢én Tam Linh Hoc trude khi
gip Thong Thién Hoc. Tuy nhién, chi hoi dau tién
cua HO1 Thong Thién Hoc quéc té chi duoc thanh
lap vao nam 1889 ¢ Tasmania. Ho1 Thong Thién
Hoc Melbourne dugc thanh 1ap mot ndm sau boi
Elise Pickett, mot ngudi Nga moéi dén tir New
Zealand, va theo Jill Roe thi ba nay tu nhan minh
1a Phat tir. Néu qua that nhu vay thi Elise Pickett
rat c6 thé 1a “tin d6 Phat gido da trang” dau tién
dat chan 1én Uc Chau.

46



6ﬁg Olcott

Nhu vay c6 1€ Da1 Ta Olcott
la nguoi the hai. Vao dau
nim 1891, ong di khap
nudc Uc de dién thuyet
trong may thang, dic biét vé
“Thong Thien Hoc va Phat
Gi4ao". Ong nol rang muc
dich chinh yéu cua Thong
Thién Hoc 1 truyén ba triét
Iy Phat Gido ma 6ng cho la
cO tinh cach duy ly va do do
rat thich hop véi nhimng
nguol coO tu tudng tu do.
Trong mot cudc phong van
cua to “Daily Telegraph”
ong tuyén bo Phat Gido la
“mot he théng tam Iy hoc
hoan hdo c¢é tir thoi ¢6” (a
perfect system of
psychology dating back to
antiquity). La dién gia dau
tién tr nudc khac dén
truyén ba Phat Giao mot
cach co hi€u qua, Olcott
nhan thay nguoi Uc 1a
nhitng thinh gia rat dang
kinh va san long nghe dién
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thuyét. Ong thay ho “don
gian”, nhung ciing cé rat
nhiéu “thién hudng va kha
nang huyén bi”.

Cudc viéng thim cta Pai Ta Olcott chi giy ra
mot phong trao nho, nhung khong co6 tinh cach
cudng tin mot chat nao. Jill Roe dua ra nhiing s6
liéu thong ké & Victoria cho thay Hoi Thong
Thién Hoc bao gom nhiing phu nit tri thirc thudc
nhiéu tin ngudng, tiép theo 1a nhitng thanh phan
cO hoc thudoc nam gidi1, va sau do 1a nhirng nguoi
v6 than. Nhu vay, Thong Thién Hoc c6 nhitng hoi
vién thudc hang nguoi ¢ tu tudng cao nhat cia
thoi dai, chi co6 diéu con sd héi vién nho khong
noi 1én dugc su tic dong dang ké cua Thong
Thién Hoc 1én van héa Uc. Pi dén dau Olcott
cing mang theo minh buc thu gio1 thieu cua mot
cuu tong thong Hoa Ky, va ong rat thich khi thay
Thong Thién Hoc Uc Chau duoc su chu y cua
nhitng nguoi thudc giai cap thuong luu, thi du
nhu 6ng da du tiéc vdi thong doc tiéu bang New
South Wales va dén thim ng6i nha Nhat Ban cua
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Tham Phan Paul thudc toa an thanh phd Brisbane.
Chuyén du hanh dién thuyét cia Pai Ta Olcott
cho thay rd phong trao thoi thuong lac d6 1a thich
tat ca nhing gi lang man lién quan dén “Pong
phwong huyén bi”’ (Mystic East), ké ca cac giao
s1, nhu Olcott dd viét trong hoi ky cua 6ng: “Ngay
17 thang 5, o Melbourne, toi dwoc hwong mot
mét niém vui hiém co la nghe mot giao si Ca To
Gido, Muc Sw Tién ST Buchanan, thuyét giing
trwde 1500 thinh gia vé “Phdt Gido va Ca T6
Giao”, ca tung Hoi cua chung ta. Toi nghi nguoi
xwa da néi khéng sai “khéng bao gio thiéu phép
la!”. ( On the 17" May, at Melbourne, I enjoyed
the rare pleasure of hearing a Christian clergy,
the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, in preaching to an
audience of 1500 people on *“ Buddhism and
Christianity”, praise our Society. Well, I thought,
the old saying is true — wonders will never cease

!)

T The Age & Melbourne viét rang trong thoi do
c¢6 su khong thoa méan vé tdm linh, vi vy nguoi
Uc noéi chung cam théy 1a ho c6 thé “hoc duoc
nhiéu diéu tir cac nha hién triét Dong Phuong, ma
tr xua dén 210 mot nura nhan loar da hau nhu
khong duogc biét dén tri hué cua cac Ngar”. Mot
ky gia khac cua to The Age, Alfred Deakin luc do
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méi tir An Do trd vé, co 18 ciing dong v nhu vay:
la mot ho1 vién nang dong cua Ho1 Thong Thién
Hoc, 6ng da chu toa nhirng budi dién thuyét cua
Olcott & Melbourne.

ong Alfred Deakin ong Alfred Deakin

Vé nhiéu mit, Alfred Deakin (1856-1919), da
thu tom duoc tinh than cua thoi dai. Vé sau ong
lJam thu tuéng nuéc Uc ba lan. Manning Clark
xem Deakin 1a mot anh hung vi dai cia Uc Chau
(du ong thudc phai tu san ty do) vi 6ng dé “co6 can
dam doi dién cau hoi: néu Thuwong Dé da chét thi
dieu gi xay ra?” (If God is dead, what then?).
Noi cach khac, ong di ¢ can dam doi dién véi
cai ma Manning Clark goi 1a “vieong quoc hw vé”
(Kingdom of nothing). Lic con nho, ciing giong
nhu nhiéu nguodi khéc cung thé hé, 6c tudng
twong cua ong da dugce kich thich boi xit An Do
va boi tat ca nhimg gi ky la ctia Pong Phuong.
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Ong ludn ludn ua thich “huyén hoc”, va vao nam
1878, la nam ong doc cubn “Isis Unveiled” (Go
B6 Tam Mang Ciia Nit Than Thién Nhién Isis)
cua ba H. P. Blavatsky, 6ng tr¢ thanh chu tich cua
Ho6i Tam Linh Hoc Melbourne. Nguoi viét tiéu str
cua Ong la J A. La Nauze binh luan mot cach qua
dang rang “cé 1é & tuoi hai muoi hai ong nen chu
tam choi mén criket thi hon”. Cé thé nguoi ta
khong ngac nhién khi thay rang nhitng ngudi cha
¥ dén sy nghiép chinh tri ctia Deakin di kho dung
hoa phuong dién nay vo1 phuong di€én ton giao
cua ong, vi chinh Ong ctng kh6 lam dugc nhu
vay. Ong c6 hai doi song rat khac nhau, doi song
chinh tr1 thoi Victoria vao ban ngay va “Phat
Giao Bi T ruyén vao ban dém. Ong doc nhiéu vé
Phat Gido, triét hoc Vedanta cia An Gido, va
Thong Thién Hoc, va lu6n luén bi tdc dong boi

“su pho dién ré tién, 1oe let, va dé dai cua doi
song pham tuc”. Vé Ca T6 Giao, ong viet: “Toi
khéng chong Ca T6 Gido vé mdt tén gido, ma chi
chong lai giGi gido si, gido diéu, va sw khong
khoan dung” (What I detest is not religion but
priestcraft, dogma and intolerance). Ong la ngu:&ri
co ban tinh trung dung, va luon ludn s “nguoi co
thé lirc uy hiép nhitng ngu’m ndo tin vao sw huyén
bi o trong long van vat”.
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Tu thang 11 nam 1890, Deakin viéng tham Tich
Lan va An D0 trong ba thang. Sau do ong viét
cuon “Pén Chua Va Ling Tam O An D¢~
(Temple and Tomb in India), trong d6 cO ba
chuong danh cho Phat Giao. Vé Puc Phat,
Deakin viét: “Long tir bi vé lirong ciia Pirc Phdt
da chap canh cho nhitng loi day ciia Ngai, va lam
cho Ngai tro thanh vi chua té ciia moi sinh linh”.
(It was an all-pervading pitym an infinite
tenderness, and boundless compassion, which
winged the words of the Buddha Gautama and
made him a sovereign of souls). Phat Giao la
“thanh kinh sinh ra trong thién dinh”, lam cho
ngudi An Do dugc phong phu, va ban cho nhiing
cong df)ng dan chu ¢ gira mot xa ho1 phong
kién”. Ong than thé vi sy suy tan cua tinh than
nay:

“O khdp noi Phdt Gido dang bi mdt ban sdc ciia
minh. Tin d6 Phdt Gido dang bi 16i cuon boi
nhitng tin nguong manh hon, tho kech hon va
kich thich hon. Chac chan dé la vi khéi thiy Phdt
Gido la mét niém tin ma ciing la mot sw nghi ngo
- mét triét Iy hon la mot tin diéu”. (Everywhere
Buddhism is losing its identity, and its followers
are being merged in other stronger, coarser, and
more stimulating creeds. This is doubtless

52



because, it was in its origin almost as much a
doubt as a belief — a philosophy rather than a
creed).

Nhian xét rat hay nay lam cho 6ng tin rang
Schopenhauer va cac nha nghién cuu Phat Giao
nguo1l Tay Phuong khac da co may man nam
dugc tinh tiy cua ton giao nay nhiéu hon la da SO
ngudi A Chau, do khong song trong tam anh
huong cua An Gido trong nhiéu thé ky. Gioéng
nhu Olcott, Rhys Davids, va cac nha Dong
Phuong hoc khac ciia cudi thé ky 19, Deakin
cling phan khoi véi trién vong Phat Gido dich
thuc s€ dugc khoi1 phuc. Tuy nhién, ong c6 mot
su thong cam nao d6 danh cho Phat Gido duong
thoi & A Chau, vi “chdc chan la déi véi mot tin
ngudng cé ¥ nguyén hién lanh va tot nhw vdy,
nhitng sw thdi qud va nhitng sy thiéu hut can phdi
duoc tha thir”. (surely to a creed so gentle and
good in its aspirations much extravagance and
much failure must be forgiven).

Khi tr& vé Melbourne, Alfred Deakin hoat dong
manh trong Ho1 Thong Thién Hoc, va lap mot chi
hoi c6 chd hoi hop 13 nha cua ong o South Yarra.
Tuy nhién, phuong dién do1 song nay vé sau da
phan nao giy khé khin cho viéc bau cur cia ong,
khi bao chi chAm biém 6ng 1a “ngudi ma” va
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“cyu Tam Linh Hoc, cuu tin d6 Phat Gido, cuu
hoi vién Thong Thién Hoc”. Co 18 mot phan vi
viec nay ma ong da ro1 khoi HOi Thong Thién
Hoc vao nim 1896, sau khi viét thu cho Pai Ta
Olcott vé “tinh cach kho hiéu” cua ba Blavatsky.
Sau d6 Ong trd nén u uat, va ong viét trong nhat
ky 1a minh cam thay “trong rong” (empty) mot
cach ly la. Theo Manning Clark thi ngay ca khi
chién thang trong chinh tr1 ong ciing b1 dan vit
boi ¥ nghi cho rang su trong rong cua con nguol
bén trong tuong Ung vo1 sy trong rong cua xa hoi
bén ngoai. Pén mot mie dd nao do, ong da chiu
anh hudng cua xa hoi xung quanh, noi tién bac
ngu tri, va doi séng tam linh thuong b1 xem la
mot su sai 1am. Rot cude Thong Thién Hoc cling
nhu Phat Gidao cua ong co 1€ da bi thiéu su thuc
hanh. Nguoi ta cling c¢6 thé dit cau hoi 1a nhiing
cam tinh danh cho Phat Gido c6 anh hudng gi dén
chinh tr1 cua 6ng hay khong, vi chinh Deakin la
nguoi dua ra Luat Han Ché Nhiap Cu vao nim
1901. Nhung co diéu la 13 & gilrta sy phan biét
ching toc thd kéch nhat, ong ciing khen ngoi
ngu’&ri A Chau khi no1 rang “nhitng khd nédng cao
va pham chat tot cia nhitng nguoi ngogi chung
nay lam cho ho nguy hiém doi véi chung ta”

(good qualities of these alien races that make

them dangerous to us). Nhu vay ong chi s¢ su
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canh tranh vé kinh té, vi 6ng di qua quen thudc
v6i vin hoa Pong Phuong dé tin vao su siéu dang
von c6 ciia ngudi Au Chau. C6 18 viée nghiéng vé
mot Uc Chau Da Trang 1a khong thé tranh duoc,
va it nhat Deakin cling d3 dua ra dugc mot 1y 18
cho khuynh huéng nay.

Su kieén Thong Thién Hoc xa ro1 can ban Phat
Gi4o ban dau trong hai thap nién trudc nam 1914
cling khong thé tranh duoc, v6i sy 1dnh dao mai
cia Annie Besant va C. W. Leadbeater. Vao dau
thap nién 1890, sau khi ba Blavatsky qua doi,
khuynh huéng Phat Gido van con khd manh. Thi
du nhu sau chuyén du hanh dién thuyét cua
Olcott, mot sb nguo1 Thong Thién Hoc Uc di di
Tich Lan dé day ¢ nhiing truong Phat Gido. Co 1&
cd Kate, con gai cua Elise Pikett, 1a ngudi dau
tién lam cong viéc nay vao nam 1891. Trong
cuon hoi ky, Pai Ta Olcott ké nhu sau:

“Téi dwa cé Pikett dén tham vi Sw Truong va
truong hoc cua Ngai, va vi co ta rat mong muon
dwoc tro thanh tin do Phdt Gido nén Sw truong
va toi Sap xep mot cuoc hop o dai dién vao t0i
hém sau dé cé ta lam 1é quy y. Moi ngwoi dén
tham dy dong nghet va Vo tay thdt Iém sau khi c6
ta trai qua nghi le quy y don gian. Do dwoc yéu

cau, toi dién thuyét vé nhitng sw kién lién quan
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dén Phdt Gido trong chuyén di thaim Uc Chdu
cua toi”.

Co J. M. Davies va nguo1 em gai, tr Brisbane,
cling day hoc ¢ vién md c¢di Colombo do Hoi
Thong Thién Hoc Phat Gido Tich Lan thiét lap.
Co trd vé Sydney nam 1900 dé thuyét trinh vé
Phat Gido Tich Lan va t6 chtrc nhitng khoa hoc
tiéng Sanskrit chinh thirc. Tat nhién, vao dau thé
ky hai muoi di c6 moéi lién hé dia 1y chinh trj
gitta Uc va Tich Lan mat thiét hon 1a ngay nay, vi
vay khong nén xem nhiing su ki€n no1 trén la dac
biét.

Trong thap nién 1890, cac chi ho1 Thong Thién
Hoc ¢ khap Uc Chau thuong to chtrc nhitng cudc
dién thuyét vé cudc doi cua Pac Phat, va vao
“Ngay Hoa Sen Trang” ky niém ngay ba
Blavatsky qua doi, nguoi ta tuyén doc cudn
Anh Sang A Chau” (The Light Of Asia) mot ban
thién truong ca vé Ptc Phat cta thi hao nguoi
Anh, Arnold. Nam 1898 ¢ Hobart, co0 Octavia
Susman xuit ban mét cudn sich mong tua dé
“Puc Phat va Phat Phap" (Buddha & Buddhism),
day c6 18 1a tap sach hoang duong Phat Gido dau
tién dugc xuat ban. Nhung noéi chung thi thap
nién nay danh dau mét su xa roi rd rét khoi Phat

Gi1ao trong xa ho1 Uc. Giong nhu nhitng nguoi
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Tam Linh Hoc trudc ho, nhirng nguoi Thong
Thién Hoc dd gip kho khin 16n trong viée chap
nhin ¥ niém vo ngd (anatta) va thuyét vo than,
tic khong-Thugng Dé cua Phat Gido. CO 18
nhitng thuyét nay qua thyuc té d6i voi nhiéu ngudi
laing man va tinh cam dugc thu hat dén Thong
Thién Hoc. Co mot thot gian nguoi ta tu y dat ra
nhirng thuyet nhu “Duc Phat day rang con nguoi
cé linh hon bdat t’. ROt cude, du Hoi Thong
Thién Hoc van “dwoc lam cho song dong boi
gido Iy cua cdc nha hién triét Pong Phuwong,
nhirng vi da théu triét séu xa dwoc chén tinh cua
van vat", nhung nhitng vi nay dugc khoac 4o An
G140 hon la trang phuc Phat Gido.

Nim 1897, Pai T4 Olcott tr¢ lai Uc va New
Zealand trong nam thang, nhung I4c nay ong da
tr6 nén mo nhat so vo1 Annie Besant. Dudi su
lanh dao cua ba nay, Ho1 Thong Thién Hoc da
quay vé hudéng An Gido, va ca Ca T6 Gido. Tu
lau hoi nay da bi to cao 1a binh phong cho “mdt
cuoc tai phat Phdt Giao". Va nhan thirc nay co 1€
d3 gay tai hai. Nhiéu nguoi nhu Alice Cleather da
than thd vé sy d6i hudng cia Hoi Thong Thién
Hoc, du it ai trong thay trudc 1a hoi s& trugt dai
vao thuyét Pang ctru thé xuat hién, thuyét Tam
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Diém (Co-masonry) va Gido Hoi Cong Gido Tu
Do.

Anagarika Dharmapala (1864-1933), mot nguoi
Tich Lan dugc Da1 Ta Olcott bao hd va la nguoi
sang 1ap Hoi Maha Bodhi nim 1890, ciing chong
lai ¥ dinh phdi hop ton gido ctia ba Besant ciing
nhu Vv dinh chung “Ki 76 hoa ba Blavatsky va
gidm thiéu sy quan trong ciia Pirc Phdt". Vao
dau thé ky 20, trong chién dich phat trién Phat
Gido trén toan thé gidi ciia 6ng, Dharmapala viét
mot bai vé Phat Gido & Uc Chau ding trong “Tap
Chi Maha Bodhi1”. RO rang la ong da trao doi y
kién voi nhirng nguol Uc nao da viét bat cir mot
diéu gi vé Phat Gido trong bao chi. Bai viét cla
ong dang trén nhirng to bao dia phuong nho nhu
“Albury  Banner”, “Hay  Standard”, va
“Healesville Guardian”. Tac gia cta bai viét trong
to “Healesville Guardian™ chi ky tén la “Nguoi
Ranh ROi”(An Idler) da that sy bi mat viéc sau
khi viét rang nhiing nguoi ndo soan thanh kinh
Ca T6 Gido chiac chian d3 phai tham khao kinh
sach Phat Giao. Dharmapala clng duoc nhing
nguol trao doi thu tin vdi minh cho biét rang Thu
Hién tiéu bang Victoria, Lord Brassey, di tham
du nhirng cudc hop cua mot HO1 Phat Gido ¢
London, va ring mot ngudi “hoc rong va hung
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bién” 1a Tién ST Worthington da thiét lap khap Uc
Chau va New Zealand mét Ho1 dugc goi la
“Nhitng Nguoi Tim Hiéu Chéan Ly~ (The Students
of Truth) va dugc mod ta 1a co tinh chat “Phdt
Giao Thien Chua” (Christian-Buddhism), nhu’ng
cuon “Nhimg Vu Tai Tiéng Lén O Uc
Chau"(Great Australian Scandals) cua Blaikie
viét rang Muc Su Tién Si Arthur B. Worthington
that ra Ia mot nguo1 My c¢o tén la Sam Crawford
bi két 4n tu 7 ndm vao nim 1901 sau khi Itra bip
nhiéu ba gidu c6 dén “Pén Tho Chan
Ly “(Temple of Truth) cta ong ta dé xem Ong ta
hoa trang lam Than Osiris. Viéc nhitng ngudi lién
lac voi Dharmapala xét nguoi sai lam khong phai
la diéu dang ngac nhién vi thoi do c6 rat nhiéu
nhitng nguoi di truyén dao va nhiing ké lira gat.
S6 hoi vién Hoi Thong Thién Hoc gia ting lién
tuc trong hai thap nién trudc va sau thé chién thi
I, nhung nhitng nguoir lién lac thu tin voi
Dharmapala khong ¢ gi nhiéu dé noéi vé hoat
dong Phat Gido. Chinh phu Uc va Chinh Sach Uc
Chau Da Trang c6 vé dd ngin trd anh hudng noi
khac. Trong nira dau cua thé ky 20, da s6 nhiing
nguo1 nghi€n ctru Phat Giao 1a nhitng ca nhan
don doc ¢ gitta mOt moi truong van hoa khac biét
vé nhiéu mat.
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Pa s6 nguoi Thong Thién Hoc chong lai Chinh
Sach Uc Chau Da Trang, va thi si Bernard O’
Dowd thuong dung to tap chi cua ho1 lam dién
dan trinh bay y kién ctia minh cho rang nguorl Uc
khong thé song thanh thuc véi “chan ngd” hay “ly
tuong dan chu” cua ho, tru khi ho biét ¢ ‘ton trong,
tim hzeu va yéu mén Dong Phuong tram tw 1d
dai”. O’ Dowd noi rang ‘ong da doc “hai cuon
Sach rat hay viét vé Co Thu Trung Hoa cua
Legge, va doc mot cdach thanh kinh giong nhu mot
em bé doc Thanh Kinh”. Sinh ra ¢ gan Ballarat
nam 1886, lic con nho, O’ Dowd dd bi 16i cudn
boéi khu Chinatown ctia thanh phd. Gioéng nhu
Deakin, sau d6 6ng quen biét W. H. Terry va TAm
Linh Hoc, nhung khi ¢6 cam tinh vo1 Thong
Thién Hoc, quan diém cua Ong vé Phat Giao va
triet hoc An Gido Vedanta chinh yéu 1a quan
diém cua mot nguodi thudc phdi Siéu Nghiém
(Transcendentalist), Ong doc nhiéu vin hoc ton
gidao Pong Phuong, va voi nhitng tic pham cuia
Whitman, Emerson, Blake va Nietzsche c6 anh
hudng 16n nhat dén thi ca cta ong. Hoan toan co
nhan quan chu nghia thé gidi, 6ng ndi rang minh
“khai thac cac vi than thanh” cho mét nudc Uc
mdi. Nhitng bai tho cua ong chtra day mo thuc
Phat Gido, nhung ciing giong nhu Deakin, sy
quan tAm cua 6ng c6 tinh cach chiét trung siu
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rong. Nuéc Uc ciia ong phai 1a “ngudi thira ké
clia toan thé gigi", trong do con duong sang cua
Puc Phat va dao ciia Jesus tram budn cé vi tr
ngang nhau. Tho cia 6ng cé tinh chat Siéu
Nghiém r3 rét, va la mt sy phan doi dai va manh
chu nghia duy vat cua nuoc Uc Ong viét cho
than tuong Walt Whitman qua co ctia minh dé noi
rang minh rat cht y dén van hoa Nhat Ban. Ong
chap nhin thuyét “Linh Hon Pho Quat” cua
Emerson, va goi “hon chung” nay 1a “Céi Im
Lang” ( The Silent Land). Ong ciing hoan toan
dong v véi thuyét da than cua Emerson.

Tinh chat Siéu Nghiém trong van hoc Uc bat dau
cO tu Charles Harpur, va thuong chiu anh huong
ciia Phat Gido. Tat nhién nhitng tac pham cua
Emerson va Thoreau chta day triét 1y Pong
Phuong. Thoreau ndi riéng, rat chu y dén Phat
G140 va da chuyén ban dich moét phén dau tién
cuia Kinh Phdp Hoa (Lotus Sutra) sang tiéng Anh
(ttr ban tiéng Phap ctia Eugene Burnouf), va viét
vé “Purc Christ cua ho dwoc néi dén bén canh
Dirc Phit cia t6i”. C6 1& d¢ tir 1on nhat cia ong &
Uc Chau 13 an si phai tu nhién E. J. Banfield, tac
gia cua bon cudn sach co kha nhiéu doc gia quoc
té. Sinh nim 1852, Banfield truong thanh o
Ararat, Victoria, no1 gia dinh cua ong c6 mot to
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bdo dia phuong. Sau khi lam ky gia cho to The
Age va t0 Daily Telegraph, nam 1897 ong b1 suy
nhuoc than kinh, va chuyen ra Dunk Island, ngoai
khoi bo bién mién Bic Queensland, song mot
cudc do1 mai trong ba muo1 nam. Sau khi da thuc
su phan ly véi Uc Chau, Banfield quyét dinh thi
nghiém tri hu¢ cua “nha hién triét”, vi ay da day:

“Néu gia ting hanh phuc thi chmg gia tang tai
san ma hay giam thiéu duc vong” (If you wish to
increase a man’s happiness seek not to increase
his possessions, but to decrease his desires). Doi
v6i Banfield thi “sy hap dan thong thuong cua thé
giéi muoén mau mudn vé” d cho thay 1a vd muc
dich, vo vi, va khong dang thoa man mdt chit nao
ca”. Ong viét sach 1a chi dé ca tung thé gidi tu
nhién va trinh bay vé “nhitng nd luc yéu 6t dé
song nhu chinh minh”.

Cubn sach dau tién cta Banfield, “Loi Tran Tinh
Ciia Mét Nguoi Lang Thang Trén Bdi Bién”,
dugc tai trg bo1 mot thi si phai tu nhién nguot
Anh, Sir Walter William Strickland, co 1€ cling la
ngudn kién thtrc Phat Gido dau tién cua Banfield
ngoai nhirng gi ong luom lat dugc trong nhirng
tac phém cia Thoreau. Tt nghiép DPai1 Hoc
Cambridge va thura hudéng mot tar san kha 16n,
Strickland quyét dinh chi di du lich véi vé hang
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ba “trong bd quan 4o xap x¢ va cai tui xach cu
ky”. Trong hai nam 6ng song “nhu nguoi ban xu”

& mién Nam An D6 va Tich Lan, cho rang Ca T
Giao chi 1a “cdi béng phdn chiéu mo nhat va
khong lanh manh” ctia Phat Gido. Ong ciing xem
Luin Tang cia Phat Gido Mién Dién la bang
chimg cho thay ngudi A Chau di tién hoa dén
mot kiéu suy nghi cao hon nguodi Au Chau trung
binh. Nam 1903 Banfield nghe nd1 ¢ “mot nguoi
khung bo bién” (Walter Strickland), va ngay sau
d6 hai nguoi gip nhau va két ban véi nhau, r01
Strickland cung dén tham Dunk Island trong may
tuan. Theo nguoi viét tiéu sir cua ong 1a Mlchael
Nooman thi Banfield b1 “th6é1 mién” boi
Strickland, va nguoc lai tac phém cua Banfield
gy an tuong voi Strickland dén muc 6ng bé tién
ra dé giup viéc xudt ban qua mot cong ty o
London. Chang bao 1au sau, Strickland bién mat,
va vao nam 1921 nhu mot hanh dong phan do6i Bé
Qudc Anh, ong tré thanh coéng dan Tiép Khac.
Bao chi Uc ding tin ong qua doi vao nge‘ty 7
thang tam 1939: “Sir Walter Strickland, co mot
thoi gian song ¢ Uc, dd qua doi hém nay. Ong dé
lai phan thu nhap tai san cua ong, 16,000 bang,
dé dung vao viéc truyén ba Phdt Gido”.

63



Strickland chap nhan “niém tin pho quat vao tinh
than cua thién nhién”, do la niém tin ctia “ nhiing
nguoi song tu nhlen cung nhu nhiéu chung toc
duoc cam ng manh nhat”. Theo ong thi trong so
nhtrng chung tdc nay khong c6 nguo1 Anh Ca To
Gi4o v6i y niém vo 1y trong Thanh Kinh vé Pang
Tao Hoa cta ho. Kho c6 thé biét chic 1a Banfield
c6 dong v voi Strickland dén mtic d6 nay hay
khong, nhung c6 mot diéu rd rang 1a 6ng c6 cam
tinh sdu xa va bén ving vo1 Phat Giao, dac biét la
trong mot truyen ngan viét nam 1914, tuya dé
“Vwot Moi Hiéu  Biét. (Passeth  All
Understanding). Truyén nay ké vé mot ngudi lam
vuon Trung Hoa tén 1a Hu Dra, “tin do ciia Pirc
Phdt ciru kho”, xem x(t 8¢ ky la va dé lam giau
nay chi 1a mot gidc mong, nhung di bi ti oan. La
mot “ngudi Phat Gido tram tu”, Hu Dra lam cho
manh dat kho can trd thanh mét 6¢ dao xanh tuoi,
va sau do bién “chat dat thd kéch” cua san nha tu
thanh xa lach, cir nhu lam phép la. Trong khi
dwoc dua dén nha ti, Hu Dra niém “Om Mane
Pade Om” (An Ma Ni Bat Di Hong), va nguoi
linh gac ciing niém theo mot cach vo tam, “thé la
ngwoi Ai Nhi Lan lwc lwéng, thé kéch va nguoi
Trung Hoa hién lanh xa qué hwong budc di ma
hau nhw khéng cé y thire gi vé nhitng ddm dwong
bui bam, cung nhau mo mang ca tung vién ngoc
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trong bong sen”. Chac chan Banfield d3a dung
hoan canh khé khin ctia Hu Dra dé néi 1én cdm
nghi cua minh vé nuéc Uc. Ong d3 cd gang giy
dung “Mot y thirc gidc ngé vé nhitng gi & xung
quanh minh, xa cach nhirng cam xuc than xdc tho
kéch”. RS rang su cO gang nay 1a mot phan cua
thuyét Siéu Nghiém dat theo kiéu vo than, va nhu
vay gan voi ton gido ciia Hu Dra hon 13 véi Ca
To Gido.

Néu c6 mot diéu gi lam cho Banfield nghiéng vé
phia Phat Gido thi do 1a mot ngud1 ban ¢ Sydney
nim 1921, ong viét: “Néu phdi chon mét trong
hai tén gido nay thi téi sé vui long chdp nhdn
Phdt Gido. It nhat thi tén gido ndy ciing thanh
tinh, con tén gido cia ching ta thi c6 day nhitng
cho néi dén mau, hay nhw mét trong nhitng vi
gido si truong cua chinh ton gido nay da noi “sac
mui lo sat sinh”. (If one had to make a choice
between the two religions I for one would gladly
accept Buddhism. At least it is clean. Ours teems
with reference to blood or as one of its own
Ministers said, “ reeks of the abattoirs”)

Hon dao Dunk noi 6ng an cu 1a chd tra cta du
giong chim ma ong nhat quyét cho rang can phai
duoc bao v¢. Nhu vay Banfield da di trudce nhi€u

nha hoat dong bao v& mod1 sinh trong nhirng thap
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nién 1970 va 1980 chiu anh hudng cua Phat Gido
vO1 su ton trong sinh vat cua ton gido nay, chu
truong su twong lién gitta van vat. Co thé thay ¢
day phuong di€én quan trong thur hai cua Phat
Gi4o c6 anh huong dén nguodi Uc. Ngoai tinh chat
duy ly va hop vo1 khoa hoc, Phat Gido ciing hap
dan duoc nhiing nguo1 theo chu nghia hoa binh
va nhitng ngudi cho rang ¥ niém con nguoi thong
tr1 thién nhién cua Ca T6 Giao da gay ra tai hoa
vé sinh thai. Nhu vay phai Pa Siéu Nghiém va
Thong Thién Hoc la not m& ra sy gap g0 va
thong cam vdo1 Phat Gido. Cau viét trén bia md
ciia Banfield 14 nhiing 16i noi tiéng ctia Thoreau
“Neu mot nguoi khéng di cung nhip véi nhitng
nguwoi dong hanh thi dé la vi y nghe thday mot
tieng trong khac. Cir dé cho y budc theo diéu
nhac ma y nghe thay, di khdc bao nhiéu hay xa
bao nhiéu”.

Nhiéu ngudi Uc quan tAm dén Phat Gido va sinh
thal hoc, thi du nhu thi si Robert Gray, da noi
rang D. H. Lawrence 1a mot anh hudng dau tién
cua ho. D. H. Lawrence (1885-1930), mdt trong
nhitng nha vin vi dai ciia nén vin hoc Anh.
Lawrence cho rﬁng cO mot “lién h¢ sinh ddng
gifta con ngudi va thién nhién”, va “chap thu” 1a
nguyén nhan cua dau kho. Nhu vay tu tuong cla
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ong hoan toan phu hgp vo1 nhitng gido ly chinh
yéu ctua Phat Gido. Tu lau ong di chi y dén
nhitng ton gido Pong Phuong va Thong Thién
Hoc, va vao nam 1922 6ng di Tich Lan dé nghién
ctu Phat Giao vdo1 hai nguol ban My 1a Earl va
Achsah Brewster. Nhung 6ng that vong vi cam
thay tinh trang suy thodi cua Phat Gido & day:
“Téi rat nghi ngo rang sw khoa trwong ciia Phdt
Gido hau nhw chi ¢é & trén nhitng trang sach, va
sw choi bo linh hon lam cho tén gido nay ludn
luén khé khan, dit cé thé vé mdt triét Iy va nhitng
mdt khdc tén gido nay hoan hdo hon.”. Giéng
nhu nhirng nguo1 Tam Linh Hoc va Thong Thién
Hoc truéc ong, cudc tranh chap riéng tu cua
Lawrence vo1 Phat Gido tap trung vao thuyét vo
ngd, mot cudc tranh chap dat dén mic cao nhat
ctia n6 ¢ trén dat Uc Chau.

nha van Lawrence

D. H. Lawrence khét tiéng vé tinh xao dong, hay
thay doi, va da co luc la1 san sang di theo cap
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Brewster dén An Do dé hanh thién. Xét cho cung
thi sy hiéu biét vé Phat Giao ctia 6ng chi c6 tinh
cach vun vit, va lai con nhuém mau mot s thanh
kién thuc dan thoi bay g10; nhung tin d6 Phat
glao Uc Chau c¢6 thé xem 1a may man d3 c6 mot
sO van dé nan giai ciia minh duoc trinh bay trong
boi canh Uc Chau bdi mot trong nhitng nha vin
vi dai ctia thé ky hai muoi nhu thé.

Chuong 2
Ctr nhu 1a tir mot xiwr khac: 1910-1952

Su kién dau tién co thé duoc kiém chirng vé mot
Tang si Phat Gido, hay it nhat mot nguoi tu xung
14 tu si, ddt chan 1én xt Uc, duge xem 1a vao dau
nam 1910. D6 1a Pai Puc U Susana Dhaja (Ld
Co Chan Ly), mét Tang si thude “Dong Ao Ving”

(Order of the Yellow Robe) ¢ vung d6i Sagaing,
Mién Pién, vi nay con duoc biét véi tén E. H.
Stevenson, mot nguoi Anh sinh nam 1863 ¢
Yarmouth. Ong néi rang Phat Gido Mién Dién d
giy an tuong cho minh trong khi lam cong viéc

kinh doanh & do, va khong thoa man vl cudc
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song thé gian, nén da quy y tho gio1 vao thang 9
nim 1908. Ong dén Uc Chau la dé truyen giao,
theo 101 dé nghi cua nhiig nguot ban Mién Dlen
va cling dé duong bénh sau khi b1 bénh SOt 1ét
nang.

Sau mot chuyén dién thuyét trudc rat dong thinh

gia & Perth, ong dén Adelaide vao dau thang 5
nam 1910, tuyén duong Phat Giao nhu mot “he
thong phat trién tam I, giong nhir san vian dong
la hé thong phdt trién thdn thé”(Buddhism as a
system of mental development just as a
gymnaszum is a system of physical development).
Nhu vay, “nguoi ta co thé vua la tin d6 Ca To
Gido lai vira song theo 10i song cta tu si Phat
G1ao mot cach tu nhién cling nhu mdt nguo1 co
thé vira 1a sinh vién vira 1a mot van dong vién thé
duc cung mot luc”.

Ngay 31 thang 5, ong dién thuyét & Ballarat City
Hall, v&1 su chu toa cua 6ng thi truong. Hom do
troi rat lanh, nhung ong chi mic chiéc 4o vang, di
chan khong véi1 cai dau cao troc, va Nhat bao
“Ballarat Star” d3 ghi nhan rang 6ng “néi chuyén
mot cach rat hung bién va nhiét thanh”. Ong da to
diém thém cho bai dién thuyét ctia minh véi “mau
sac va nhitng giai thoai Pong phuong dé hap dan
thinh gia”. Nhung vé chinh Phat Gido thi ong

69



khong c6 gi nhi€u dé no1, va ong két luan rang
Purc Phat 1a anh sang cua A Chau, va Ptc Christ
van la anh sang cua thé gio.

Ong di noi 1a chi dén Uc Chau trong mot thoi
gian ngan, nhung vao ngay 16 thang 12
Stevenson van con dién thuyét & Sydney. Theo to
bao “Adelaide Advertiser” thi may nam trudc 6ng
d3 lam mot chuyén dién thuyét & Uc 16i va véi
mot cai tén khac, vi vy nguoi ta nghi ngd vé
nhan vit md 4m nay. Ngudi ta ciing dugc biét 1a
ong c¢6 mot danh thiép kinh doanh va dang tai tro
cho chuyén di cia minh bang cach ban nhitng buc
twong Phat 1am bang thach cao ma 6ng noi 1a xua
cti 700 nam, vi mQt burc tuong véi to chirng nhan
kém theo vé sau d6 da lot vao tay cia Leo
Berkeley, nguol sang 1ap HoO1 Phat Gido New
South Wales.

Niam nam sau chuyén dién thuyét ciia Stevenson,
mot nhom tu si Phat Gido khac da dén Sydney
trong hoan canh rat khac. Ping dau 1a Thuong
toa Nyantiloka, nim Tang si nay déu 1a nguoi
Purc da tho gid1 ¢ Tich Lan, va tor d6 ho dugc dua
dén Trai Tap Trung Holdsworthy & Liverpool
nhu nhitng tu nhan thoi chién. La mot trong
nhitng nguoi tién phong thuc su cua Phat Giao
Tay Phuong, Ngai Nyantiloka co tén tuc la Anton
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Gueth, sinh nam 1878 ¢ Wiesbaden, nudc DPuc, 1a
mot tay dan vi cam co tai (sau Allan Benett,
ngudi Anh), 1a ngudi Au Chau thir hai tro thanh
tu si Phat Gido, ¢ Rangoon, Mién Dién, nim
1903. Cudn “Loi Pirc Phdr" (The Word of the
Buddha) cua ong xuat ban lan dau tién nam 1906
d3 lam cho 6ng ndi tiéng, va cudn nay dugc xuat
ban 1an th mudi sau vao nim 1988.

Nam Tang si Nyantiloka, Vappo (Ludwig Stolz),
Mahanama, Kondanna, va Vimaha, cling nhu hai
sinh vién cu si dén bén Sydney vao dau thang 8
nam 1915 cung va1 ba tram nguol Pice khac. Mot
nguodi ching kién mo ta hoan canh cua ho ¢ trai
tap trung nhu sau: “Cdc tu si Phdt Giao mac do
vang va do nau vua moi dén trai da tro  thanh dé
tai ché giéu. Ho dwoc goi la chim yén, va trong
mdy ngay sau do, cho nao ho di dén ciing co tiéng
huyt sao gia tieng chim yén ... Viéc an mdc cia
ho rat dé dang, ho khéng nhan mot mon vdt dung
thong thwong nao ma trai cap phdt, ciing khéng
can chan mén, con vé goi thi ho xin phép duoc di
lay nhitng cuc da lon o bén ngoai trai dé goi dau
khi nam ngu. Nhung vé sau da sé nhitng nguoi
trong nhom da bo dao cua minh, co lé vi sy ché
giéu, ho mac tro laz quan do binh thuwong va dn
dii ba bita moi ngay”.
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Ho thay doi c6 1& vi bi ché giéu va vi lanh, chi ¢
Ngai Nyantiloka va Vappo 1a van mic 4o tu si.
Theo dé¢ tir noi tiéng cua Ngai 1a Nyanaponika
Thera thi Pai Ptic Nyantiloka van gift nhitng ky
trc khong vui vé thoi gian ¢ trong trai tip trung
d6. Nhung c6 mot ngudi Y nhd rang Ngai 1a mot
ngudi “map, hay noi chuyén va dé lam quen ...
lac nao ciing di quanh trai dé tim nguoi theo
dao”. Con Vappo thi “khoéng noi gi ca, lam lo
nhitng ngudi ché gidu minh, két qua 1a ho cut
hirng va nguong nghiu”.

Sau do it 1au, “Tang doan” nho nhiing tu si va cu
sT nay dugc dua dén chd ¢ tot hon o Trial Bay,
phia Bic thanh pho New Castle, tiéu bang NSW.
O day, Nyantiloka 1am mot cai nha tranh nho &
gan bo bién, va co thé viét sach ma khong bi lam
ron. Ngai dugc cho phép di Hawaii vao thang 11
nam 1916, con Vappo thi ¢ lai day cho dén khi
thé chién thit I cham dut (1918). Ngay sau do
Ngai tim duoc chd day hoc & Pai Hoc Tokyo va
tré lai Tich Lan nim 1926. C6 diéu dang ngac
nhién 13 bao chi Sydney khong ndi gi vé viéc
Ngai dén hay di khoi thanh pho nay, va su c6 mit
cua Ngai cling khong dugc tap chi cua Ho1 Thong
Thién Hoc ghi nhan. C6 1& diéu nay cho thay Hoi
Thong Thién Hoc da xa ro1 can ban Phat Giao lac
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d4u cta minh. Khi F. L. Woodwagd dén Uc Chau
nam 1915, ong dugc xem la tin d6 Phat Gido thu
hai dén day, sau a1 Ta Olcott.

Thuong toa Nyantﬂoka va ndm Taﬁg Si vira dén
Vinh Trial (Sydney) tur Tich Lan

Frank Lee Woodward sinh nam 1871 & Norfolk,
Anh Quéc, con trai thir ba cua mot giao si Anh
Giao. Tot nghiép trung hoc, va sau do ¢ Sydney
Sussex College, Cambridge, ong la mot tay choi
thé thao no1 tiéng, nhung vao khoang nam muol
chin tudi, 6ng trai qua mot thoi ky “u tram” vé
tam ly (psychological distress), dua ong dén triét
Iy khac ky ciia Marcus Aurelius, 12 ngudi ma ong
goi 1a “cdt tru vitng chac cho nhitng nguoi song
no1 tam” (a pillar of strength to those who live
inwardly). Tu nam 1898 6ng day hoc ¢ Stamford
trong nam nam, nhan béng Tién si & Pai Hoc
Cambridge vao nam 1901. Trong khoang thot
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gian nay Oong kham pha ra Thong Thién Hoc
(Theosophy), lac dau 1a qua thuyét ludn hoi
(reincarnation) ctia Plato. Ong gia nhap Hoi
Thong Thieén Hoc nam 1902, va rat tin vao Pai T4
Olcott va loai hinh Phat Giao cua 6ng nay. Du
ngay tur lic d6 di 1a mot diéu 16i thoi, nhung nhu
mot nguoi theo Phat Giao Thong Thién Hoc,
Woodward van tuyét doi tin vao cac vi Mahatmas
vung Hy Ma Lap Son ma ba Blavatsky da nor
dén. Vé sau ong viét cho mot ngudi ban: “Dirng
che giao ly Thong Thien Hoc chi vi minh khong
nam dwoc hay vi co su thién vé mét mdt, tirc la
thién vé An Gido. ch Bo Tat Di Lic dang quan
sat thé giéi nay” (Do not repulse Theosophy
Society’s teachings because you cannot grasp
them or because on side is prominent i.e
Hinduism... the Bodhisatava Maitreya is
watching over this world).

La mot nguo1r Thong Thién Hoc thudc phai ci,
ong san sang lam theo y Pai T4 Olcott. Nam
1903, Olcott cong cu cho ong chic vu hi€u
truong Truong Makinda cua Ho1 Thong Thién
Hoc Phat Giao ¢ Galle, Tich Lan.

O day ong lam viéc khong mét méi trong muol
sau niam, dat mot dia vi huyén thoat gan ngang
v6éi Pai Ta Olcott. Khong nhan tién luong, 6ng
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dung nhiéu tai san ctia minh dé xay dung nhimg
co s méi va nghia cir nay 1am cho dng phai song
nghéo kho vao cudi doi. Tuy 1a mot thay gido
nghiém khic, ong van duoc 350 nam sinh cua
truong nay xem 1a than tuong.

Ngoai cong viéc diéu hanh truong, ong dich than
giang day véi nhiéu 16p khac nhau. Ong biét o
tén cua tung hoc sinh va nhéd ca tén long ma
chinh 0ng dat cho tirng dwra theo tén cua nhan vat
trong cac vo kich cua Shakespear. Woodard ciing
day nhtng lop Phat Hoc cao cap. Ong thuong
mac 40 so mi trang va tho tri tam gi161 cam vao
ngay trang tron, Ong cling thuong dich than rura
chan cho nhiéu vi Tang khi ho dén truong khat
thuc. Trong mot thol gian ong lam chu but to
“Buddhist”, tap chi Phat Gido hang dau cua Tich
Lan, va nim nao ciing di Madras, An Do, dé tham
du hd1 nghi hang nam cua Ho1 Thong Thién Hoc.
Tuy nhién, khi hdu nhiét déi bat dau cé anh
hudng o rét dén stc khoe cua ong, vi thé nim
1919, trang b1 vo1 tron mot tan sach va nhitng “xa
loi”, ting pham cua cac Tang si ¢ quan Galle, ong
vé huu ¢ Tasmania (Uc chau) va song phan doi
ba muo1 nam con lai cua minh va dich kinh sach
tiéng Pali.
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L 1 o
-

Frank LLee Woodward

Wooward mua mot vuon tdo nho cung vé1 ngoi
nha tranh cua mot ho1 vién Thong Thién Hoc.
Toa lac & bo song Tamar ciach Launceston bon
muoi cdy so, ngdi nha cua 6ng nhin ra phong
canh hung vi cua nii Ben Lemond, mot trong
nhitng dinh nui cao nhat & Tasmania, cach d6 65
cay s0. Trong khung canh tho mong nay, 6ng bat
dau thuc hién cong trinh thuc su cua do1 minh, &
tudi gan nim muoi. Ngoai viéc thinh thoang dong
gop bai vOo cho tap chi “Theosophy in
Australasia”, cong viéc chinh cua Woodward la
dich thuat cho Hoi Kinh Pién Pali (Pali Text
Society), do Tién si Rhys Davids thanh 1ap nim
1881 & Luan Pon. Tinh tr ndm 1916 tro di, s0
kinh sdch dong gop cua ong khong dudi muoi sau
cuon, trong d6 co cac kinh nhu Truong Bo Kinh
(The Digha Nikaya, or "Collection of Long
Discourses”), Trung B0 Kinh (The Majjhima
Nikaya, or "Middle-length Discourses), Tuong
Ung B Kinh (The Samyutta Nikaya or The
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Grouped Discourses), Tang Chi BO Kinh (The
Anguttara  Nikaya, The "Further-factored"
Discourses). Pang ké nhat 1a tuyén tap “Loi Day
cua Duc Phat” (Some Sayings Of The Buddha), co
1& 1a cudn nay lam cho 6ng duoc nhd dén nhiéu
nhat. Chirstmas Humphreys, mot tin d6 Phat Giao
Thong Thien Hoc no1 tleng ngang VOl
Woodward, viét vao nam 1972 rang ong xem
cudn nay van 13 tuyén tap vé Kinh Pién Pali hay
nhat d3 duoc xuat ban. Cudn nay ciing dugc dua
vao loat sach “Co Thu Cua Thé Gibéi” (World'’s
Classics Series) vo1 101 g161 thieu cua Sir Francis
Y ounghusband. Po6i v6i  nhiéu nguol Tay
Phuong, ké ca nhiing tin d6 PG Uc noi t1eng sau
nay, thi cubn “Loi Day cua Puc Phdt” van la
ngudng cira dé budc vao Phat Gido, va du ngiy
nay van phong cta cudn nay cé vé hao nhoang,
né van 1am cho Wooward dugc dit ngang hang
vO1 Rhys Davids va Nyanatiloka nhu mot hoc gia
kinh dién Pali.

Poi song cua F. L. Wooward 0 Tasmania c6 tinh
cach don so va thon di. Ong song cho nhiing tac
pham dich thuat cua minh va Tasmania cung cap
su tich tinh can thiét cho ong. Tuy nhitng ngudi
trong lang ndy xem ong 1a ¢6 phan lap di, 6ng van
giao tiép thian mat v4i nhitng nguoi lang giéng
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g?m nhat va dugc tré em dia phuong yéu mén.
MOi khi dén tiém tap hoa 6ng lai mua keo phan
phat cho chung. Ong ciing 1ap nhiing 14 so tir vi
(astrological charts) cho cac em, va day la mot
thu giai tri Thong Thi€én Hoc. La nguoi an chay
truong va yeéu suc vat, ong lam cho hang xom
ngac nhién khi ho thay 6ng thich loai ran trong
vung, trong dé c6 nhiing con ran dugc éng dit tén
rieng.

Trong nhitng nim cudi doi cia 6ng, khu vuon
khong dugce cham soc, va 16i song thiéu duc tr1
tac” cua ong khong tién nghi gi hon dor song cua
mot tu si Phat Gido, voi sb tién tro cap khoang
70 bang mdt nim, nhung dng van xem 13 ludn
luon kha “vui vé va s6i noi” r6i. Ong hanh thién
moi dém, va tré nén xao lang véi trang phuc cia
minh, ngoai nhirng dip ro1 khoi “ban kinh dao
vién” ong thuong chi mic “mdt cai quan
pyjamas, mot cai bao gidy thay cho 40 so mi, va
cai khan d6i dau mau tréng theo 101 ké cua ong.
Nhimg nguor lang giéng nor rang trong mot
chuyén di dao, ong tinh c& gip Sir Robert
Menzies luc d6 dang di tham ngudl ban trong
ving, va di moi 6ng dén nha minh udng tra.
Woodward chi di thanh ph6 Launceston hai hay
ba 1an mdi nam, thuong 1a dé tham du nhitng hoat
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dong cua chi hoi1 Thong Thién Hoc dia phuong.
Ong tuyén bd rang minh ludn ludn “tin tuéng vao
phu’ang dién tot dep cia bat cir sw viée gi xay

. C0O 1€ su nhiét thanh nay da giam bot phan
nao khi ong giao tiep voi nhing Phat tu Uc mbi
lic moi dong hon trong may nim trudc khi 6ng
qua do1 vao nam 1952.

Mot ngudt khac thuoe Ho1 Thong Thién Hoc cua
Olcott ciing song ¢ Uc nhiéu nam 1a Charles
Webster Leadbeater (1847-1934), canh tay phai
cua Annie Besant, va theo y kién cua Jill Roe, ¢
1& ciing 1a “g6t chan Achilles” tirc “nhugc diém"
ciia ba. Leadbeater 1d mot gido si Anh Gido bat
man vo1 giao phai cua minh, di theo Olcott va
Blavatsky dén Tich Lan, ¢ ddy vao nim 1884 6ng
chinh thirc tré thanh tin d6 Phat Gido nhu mot
phan coéng viéc ciia minh cho Hoi Thong Thién
Hoc. Trong s6 nhiing tic pham cia 6ng la cudn
“So Luoc Giao Ly Phdt Gido" (Smaller Buddhist
Catechism), nhung c6 1€ 6ng khong bao gi6 cam
thay tu nhién véi Phat Gido. Ong 1a ngudi thude
phai bao thu trung kién, va theo John Cooper thi
¥ tudng cua ong vé “ngudi tién hoa” cd 1& ludn
luon 1a mot “gentleman ngud1 Anh”. Leadbeater
dén Uc vao nam 1914, ngay khi thé chién thtr I n6
ra, va & lai Uc cho dén nam 1929. Cudc chién
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tranh nay lam noi lai lién hé mat thiét véi nudc
Anh va tor do phat sinh mot loai than Anh
(Anglophilia) ma 1y thuyét Thong Thién Hoc cua
ong phu hop mot cach ky la. Leadbeater 1a tac
nhan chinh yéu & phia sau nhiéu thay d6i 16n vé
chiéu hudng cua Hoi Thong Thién Hoc trong thoi
ky mnay. Leadbeater la nguoi kham pha ra
Krisnamurti va do do dat ra “Dong Ngoi Sao
Dong Phuong” (Order of the Star of the East).
Ong ciing 1a nguoi dung 1én Gido Hoi Cong Gido
Tu Do ¢ Sydney (Liberal Catholic Church) va
Giang Duong Ngo61 Sao (Star Amphitheatre) ¢
Balmoral no1 “Dtrc Christ Tai Lam” duoc xem la
s& xuat hién. Leadbeater thu hat mét sd 16n hoi
vién Thong Thién Hoc dén Uc, ké ca Gido Su
Ernest Wood, song & Uc mot thoi gian, va 1a tac
gia cua cudbn “Tu Dién Thién Hoc” (Zen
Dictionary) xuét ban nam 1957. Trong thap nién
1920, nho c¢6 Leadbeater ma HO1 Thong Thién
Hoc Sydney 1a chi hoi 1én nhat va giau nhat thé
g101.

Nhiéu nguoi da kich cling nhu bao chi Sydney
hay noi rang Leadbeater co 1& ciing 12 mot ngudi
khong dung dan, va hinh nhu diéu nay con 1a mot
phan trong chuong trinh hoc cua truong Thong
Thién Hoc ¢ Sydney. Nguoi ta khong thay ong

80



bac bo 101 t6 cao nay,vi vdy ma canh sat ¢6 mot
ho so vé ong va cong luan ciing co nhirng lo1 phé
binh nang né. Pa so tac gia xem Leadbeater la
nguodi thu doan, gan nhu mot minh lam cho
phong trao Thong Thién Hoc bi mang tiéng - chi
c6 mot diéu thic mac 13 1am sao mot nhan vat
nhu ba Annie Besant lai chép nhan Leadbeater.
Gandhi xem ong 1a “mot ke lua bip” (humbug),
con cuon “Australian Dictionary of Biography”

thi viét «“ Co Ié ong ta da song ca doi cua minh
trong viung bong toi ¢ giita chii nghia tén gido vé
nguyén tdc va hoang tuwéng tw dai” (He seems to
have lived out his life in the shadowy borderlands
between antinomianism and clinical
megalomania).

Vao nam 1922, khi Alice Cleather, dé tir cua ba
Blavatsky cing nhu cua Ngai Panchen Lama
dang & Uc, co mot phong trao thugc loai “Tro Vé
Vo1 Blavatsky™ nodi 1én & Sydney dé chong lai cai
ma nhiéu ngudi nghi 13 “nhitng hoat dong nhd
mon giong nhu dia hat mau” do Leadbeater chu
truong, va cling chong lai viéc ba Annie Besant
thay d6i chiéu hudng cua Hoi Thong Thién Hoc
“dud1 anh huong cua An Gi4o”. Cac hdi doan
Phat Gido rét cude duogc thanh 1ap vao dau thap
nién 1950 c6 ¥ kién chung 1a Thong Thién Hoc
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da tro thanh mot “tin nguong pha tron khong phai
thé nay ma ciing khong phai thé kia”. O trong
quan diém nay nhing giao thuyét ky cuc cia
Thong Thién Hoc van khong bi bac bo, vi mot ly
do 1a Thong Thién Hoc da tr¢ thanh mot mé y
trdng hon tap ma khong ai hiéu noi, va mot 1y do
ntra la da s6 hot vién Thong Thién Hoc thuge giai
cap trung luu trén. Nhu vay khong muon ndi rang
nhiéu nguoi trong Héi Thong Thién Hoc khong
nhin ra rang lac dau phong trao nay da mac no
Phat Gido. Khi cac hoi doan Phat Gido duoc to
chirc, ho da duogc cac hoi1 vién Thong Thién Hoc
gitip d& rat nhiéu, thuong 1a vé phuong dién vat
chat. Du da bi mat nhicu stc manh ké tir nim
1929, khi Krishnamurti bat ngd choéi bo bat ctr
mot vai trd dang ctu thé hay nha tién tri nao
nguo1 ta gan cho minh, nhirng ti€ém sach cua Ho1
Thong Thién Hoc Uc van 1a noi chira nhiéu sach
Phat Gido nhat c6 thé c6 dugc & Sydney va
Melbourne, va nhu vay tiép tuc dong gop vao
viéc quang ba thong tin vé Phat Gido, giong nhu
y nguyen cua DPai Ta Olcott.

Chac chan viéc phan doi Thong Thién Hoc di co
anh huong dén ¥ kién cta cong chiing vé ton gido
Pong Phuong no1 chung trong nhitng nam gitra
hai thé chién. Tinh cam “than Anh” duoc tai lap
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va Chinh Sdch Uc Chiu Da Trang (White
Australia Policy) tao ra mot khong khi van hoa
khong thuan lg1 cho viéc ca tung nhirg thanh qua
vi dai ctia nén van minh A Chau. Uc Chau khong
chi 1a mot luc dia trong khong, ma phan 1on lai
con khong dugc phong vé, va diéu nay lam phat
sinh bong ma nhitng dao quan xam lugc ngudi A
Chau. Hau qua 1a sy quan tim day cam tinh danh
cho Dong Phuong da suy giam, va cudc khung
hoang kinh té c6 1& di tao thém sirc manh cho chu
nghia duy vat. Thap nién 1930 1a nhitng nam kho
khan cho Phat Gido & Uc Chau. Sach bao Thong
Thién Hoc va bao chi néi chung hiém khi viét vé
Phat Gido, va con s6 nhiing tin d6 Phat Gido hoat
dong khong phai 1a nguoi A Chau co thé chi dém
duogc trén mot ban tay.

Nam 1926 cac dai bieu Uc Chau tham dy ho1
nghi cua HO1 Thong Thién Hoc 6 Madras, mién
Nam An Py, dd mang vé cung v4i ho mot cau bé
chin tuoi, ngudi Anh, tén 1a Peter Finch. Peter da
duoc ba Noi ciia minh, mot tin do Phat Giao lap
di, dat di khap An Do va Tich Lan, va roi sau do
& hoi nghi da mat tich may ngay. Cau ta di theo
mot Tang si Phat Gido nhiéu tudi va duge vi ndy
cho mac 4o vang. C6 1€ chuyén nay khong dang
duoc nhac dén néu khong ¢ mot su kién 1a subt
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do1 minh Peter Finch ludn ludén ndé1 minh 1a Phat
tir. Nhitng 101 day bao cua ba No1 va kinh nghiém
lam tu si cua Peter da dé lai an tuong 1au bén:

“Téi khéng phdi di giay. Téi cam thdy tw do va
mat me mot cach ky la ... Toi thich di vao chua
noi ¢é nhiéu bong 161, noi cé mot birc twong Phat
I6m, ngoi khoanh chdn, hai tai dai, néi chuyén véi
Ngai va hoi du thw cau hoi. Nguoi ta sé rang
budc vdao nhitng hinh nao do, néu nhitng hinh dé
la mot phan ciia cudc doi khi nguoi ta con nhé”.

Peter Finch

Sau khi hoc Thong Thién Hoc ¢ Sydney, mot
phan 1a voi Leadbeater, Peter Finch trd thanh mot
Ty khuu, hay mot tu si khat thuc ¢ Uc, song
bang nhitng viéc tam thoi véi thai do kiéu ky.
Mot trong nhitng ngudi viét tiéu sir ciia dng cho
réng du da 1a mot dién vién thanh cong lon, mot
phan con nguol cua ong van luén ludn muon trd
thanh tu si lan nita. Chic chan 6ng d3 noi nhicu
vé Phat Gido, dén muc 1am cho nhiéu nguoi ban
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ciia ong phat ngan. Ong ghét tat ca moi loai bao
dong, va nhu vay co 1€ Phat Giao da co6 anh
huong dén 6ng & mit nay cting nhu da anh huong
dén y kién cta 6ng vé dién xuat: “Cai ta” khong
cO that. C6 mot ngan cai “ta” khac nhau. Mot
dién vién gioi co thé trinh bay hang ngan cai “ta”
cua minh da quan sat mot cach tinh te”. Vat so
hitu gia tri nhat cua ong 1a mot buc tuong Phat
16n mau den. C6 lan ong noi: “Téi nghi rang mot
nguoi chét trén thdp gid la mot biéu twong kinh di
cho mot ton glao 10i nght mng mot ngu’m ngoz
duéi goc Bo dé va gidc ngé la mdt biéu twong
dep” (I think a man dying on a cross 1s a ghastly
symbol for a religion. And I think a man sitting
under a bodhi tree and becoming enlightened 1s a
beautiful one). Ong thuong nd1 vé1 moi nguol
rang minh 13 tin dd Phat Gido, nhu vy theo tiéu
chuan nao 6ng ciing phai dugc xem 1a mot trong
vai nguoi Phat Gido Uc Chau don doc trudc the
chién thir 1.

Niam 1926, nim Peter dén Uc Chau, David
Maurice 1én duong di A Chau dé nghién ctru Phat
Gido. Co thé xem Maurice 14 tin do Phat Gido dau
tién sinh ra & Uc va khong co lién hé gi voi Hoi
Thong Thién Hoc. Ong ra doi & Maclean, New
South Wales, nam 1899. Cha cua 0ng la mot tin
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dd Presbyterian nghiém khic, nhung lai c6 mot
thu vién véi nhiéu loai sach khac nhau. Khoang
nam 12 tudi, David Maurice di doc cuén 7. rueong
B¢ Kinh (Digha Nikaya) ban dich tiéng Anh ciia
Gido Su Rhys Davids, va 6ng cho biét: “Du
khong hiéu tron ven, nhung tirc khdc t6i biét day
chinh la minh” (though not able fully to
understand it all, at once I knew, this 1s me). Sau
hai nam hoc y khoa ¢ Pai Hoc Sydney, ong nghi
hoc va trd thanh mot nha van, di theo nhiing
nhom “Bohemian” thudc thanh phd Sydney.
Trong s6 nhitng ngudi ban than cua ong vao dau
thap nién 1920 la Walter Burley Griffin, Rosaleen
Norton, hoa si “huyén bi”, va Dulc1e Deamer,
“Nit Hoang Bohemian”, noi tiéng vé mic mot
tam da beo xuat hién trudc moi nguodi. Khoang
nam 1925, Maurice gap thi si Max Dunn sinh ¢
Ai Nhi Lan, méi dén Uc dugc mot nam, va co 18
ong con gip mdt, hai nguoi nita quan tdm dén
Phat Gidao. Co 1€ ho da thao luan than mat voil
nhau, va trong mot phit noi thi himg, Dunn d3
go1 day la “Ho1 Poan Nho Nhirng Nguor Gap
Gi1ao Phap”. Max Taylor va M. Johnstone, co khi
duoc viét 13 Johnson, cing dugc xem la thudc
nhom nay. Nguoi ta néi rang Max Taylor di tho
giéi mot thoi gian & Mién Dién, con Johnstone
quy y ¢ Thai Lan. Khi Su truong nguot1 Thail Phra
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Dharmmadhiraraja Mahamuni dén thim Uc nim
1956, Ngai no1 rang c6 mot nguoi Uc d3 quy y
trude thé chién the II, nhu vay co 18 day la
Johnstone. Tuy nhién nhu ching ta sé& thay, nguoi
ta nghi ngo rang khong c6 mot nhom tin d6 Phat
Giao nguoi Uc nao xuat hién nam 1925, véi Iy do
la Max Dunn thuong “théu dét qua kha cua
minh”.

David Maurice (giﬁ: & hai nu:c‘)’i ban Mién Pién

Giéng nhu Dunn va mot sd nguo1 Phat Gido Uc
khac sau do, Maurice 1a mot dang vién cua Dang
Cong San Uc (Communist Party of Australia).
Suét doi ong manh mé chong lai chil nghia dé
quoc thudc bat ctr loai nao, va co 1e diéu nay gop
phan gial thich viéc 6ng yéu mén nudc Mién
Pién. Ong cO mot cach giai thich khac, do 1a luan
hoi. Ong da viét rﬁng minh khong bao gio cam
thay thoai mai ¢ Uc con khi dén Mién Dién thi
“cam tudng trd vé qué huong manh thém véi moi

budc chan cua t6i”. That ra khi mdi roi khoi Uc
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Chau o6ng da c6 y dinh nghién ctru Phat Giao ¢
Trung Hoa, nhung sau khi hét tién & Singapore,
ong nghe noi ¢ Rangoon, thu do Mién Pién, co
nhiéu viéc lam hon. Ong song & Mién Dién 34
nam, chi vai lan trd vé Uc trong thoi gian ngan.

Khi méi dén Mién Dién, ong rat bat man vi thay
cac tu si Phat Gido lui t6i trong cac chg dé khat
thuc, va vi vay ong “nhap bon vd1 nhitng nguoti
l[am chinh tri”. Trong mot cudc phong van vao
nam 1981, 6ng da no1 vo1 giong nura dua nura that
rang ltc do ong la “nguot ta phai thir hai doc nhat
& Mién Pién”. Ong biét nhiéu nguoi trong nhom
“Thakin” sau nay lanh dao nuéc Mién Dién,
trong do c6 U Nu, la ngud1 ma trong thap nién
1950 da danh cho dng mot tiéng ndi quan trong
trong chinh truong Pong Nam A. O Mién Dién,
lac dau ong lam mot cong viec khiém nhuong
trong nganh quang cao, ro1 lam cho xuong chat
nd cua Nobel, cho ICI, va sau khi chinh quyén
Anh ra 1énh cho mot nguot chu dudi viéc ong,
ong da dung kién thirc vé hoa hoc ctia minh dé
ché tao muc viét va dau bong tu nhirg nguyén
lieu dia phuong Mién Pién. Ong luon ludn sdng
rat dam bac, nhu mot nguol Mién Pién, & trong
mot cai nha tranh rong 4m2, dai 4m8. Nhung ong
van luon ludn 1a chinh minh, khong bao gid “trd
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thanh nguo1 ban xU0”, va cO rat nhiéu ban be
nguol Au la nhitng cong chirc hay lam vigc ©
nhirng st quan.

Ong David Maurice va quy Su Mién Pién

D3 dén luc 6ng nghi rang minh phai di tim nhiing
vi cao Tang am tuong Gido Phap, va ong bat dau
nghién ctiru Phat Gido Mién Pién. Ong hoc tiéng
Mién Pién va lam ban véi céc tu si trong xtr. Ong
cling nghién ctru nhitng k¥ thuat thién dinh cta
Mahas1 Syadan va cac vi khac, du khong bao gio
la mot hoc gia tleng Pali g1ong nhu F. L.
Woodward, ong van doc kinh dién mot cach tron
ven va kién thuc tong quat ctia 6ng vé Phat Gido
Nguyén Thily (Theravada) tré nén rat dang kham
phuc. Ong lu6n luén mudn trd thanh tu si, ma U
Nu va nhitng nguoi khac ciing thuc day 6ng xuat
gia, nhung do t6n trong ¥y mudn cia me minh,
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ong da khong lam nhu vay. Vi vay ma ong chi la
“mot tu s mac thuong phuc” ( a monk in mufti).

Trong trdn oanh tac Rangoon dau tién cua thé
chién tht II, David Maurice d3 gép phan chong
lai cht nghia phat xit Nhat voi mot sé6 hanh dong
can dam. Trong cudén “Bom Roi Trén DBat Mién”
(Bombs over Burma) ngud1 ban cdng san cua ong
la Wilfred Burchett ké rang c6 1& ong da ctu
duoc bén tau Rangoon béng viée t0 chirc mot
nhom cong nhan dang sttng so vi bom, trut bo
hang chiéc tau chd thudc nod trong khi may bay
dich oanh tac ma bién dang boc chay & xung
quanh. Burchett ciing ké rang vi Maurice 1a tin d6
Phat Gido va la moét trong vai nguo1 Tay Phuong
no1 giol tiéng Mién Dién nén ong dugc mo1 nguoi
0 Rangoon wa thich thyc sy, va ho thuong dén
ho1 y kién ong vé moi viéc. Khi quan Nhat sap
tién chiém Mlen Dién, ong di dén Trung Hoa
bang duong bo roi tir d6 dén mién Bac An Po. O
An D06 o6ng gia nhép mot nhom nguoi Mién
chong Nhat trude khi vé lam cho dai phat thanh
Uc & Melbourne, doc ban tin tiéng Mién. Nim
1945, 6ng bi mat tr¢o lai Mién Pién, va la nguol
khong phai géc A doc nhat tham dy cudc Pai
Dién Hanh Tu Do do Tudng Aung San to chirc dé
doi doc 1ap cho Mién Pién. Nhu chiing ta s& thay
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khoang thoi gian tot dep nhat ctia Maurice 1a thap
nién 1950, voi viee dai dién Mién Dién trong
nhitng cudc hop véi cac quoc gia Phat Gido khac,
lam chu but tap chi Phat Gido bang tiéng Anh ©
Anh sang cua Chanh Phap” (Light of the
Dhamma) duoc doc khap thé gidi, va soan cudn
T1eng rong cua Su Tu” (The Lion’s roar), mot
tuyén tap kinh van Pali dugc nha Rider xuat ban
nam 1962. Theo bat ¢t tiéu chuan nao thi nhiing
thanh tyu nay cling lam cho 6ng dugc xem la mot
trong nhitng quan trong nhat déng gop cho viéc
phat trién Phat Gido Tay Phuong. Chac chian ong
cung voi1 Harold Steward va Marie Byles, la
nhitng tin do Phat Gido ddc nhat cho dén ngay
nay da dat duoc danh tiéng quoc té. Marie Byles
1a nguo1 tap hgp mot nhom nho nhitng nguo1 chu
¥ dén Phat Gido ¢ Sydney va Melbourne, va do
d6 lam nay sinh to chirc Phat Gido ¢ Uc Chau.

NO luc nghiém chinh dau tién thiét 1ap mot hoi
doan Phat Giado ¢ Uc nam 1938 1a cia Len
Bullen, mot kién tric su & Melbourne. Sinh nim
1908 & Anh Quodc va duoc dua dén Uc lac con
nhd trude thé chién tht I, Bulllen gip Phat Gido
sau khi di tir thién van hoc dén chiém tinh hoc rdi
dén Thong Thién Hoc. Ong bat dau lién lac véi
Chirstmas Humphrey thuoc HO1 Phat Giao ©
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London nam 1932, va sau d6 vo1 F. L. Woodward
& Tasmania. Nguoi ta cling noi rang ong gitp dd
cac d¢ tor nguo1r Duc cua Ngai Nyanatiloka ¢
Tich Lan béng cach dich mot sb tac phém cua ho
sang tiéng Anh. La hoi vién ctia Hoi Thong Thién
Hoc, nhung vé cin ban ong 1a mot ngudi duy 1y
Theravada, khong chép nhan mot diéu di doan
thudc bat cr dao ndo. Phat Gido cua 6ng 1a mot
loai tam 1y thuc hanh, dugc 16t bo nhitng dac
diém ton g1ao. Déi vo1 Ong thi nhiig cau hot vé
nhing ngh1 le co truyén, nhiing tuc 1¢ di doan, va
vé tu vién” tot hO’Il nén “dugc gui den nhitng toa
dai su lién quan”. Quan diém cimmg ran lam cho
ong dung cham véi nhiéu ngudi trong Hoi Phat
Gio khi hoi nay rot cudc duge thanh lap.

Vio gitta thap nién 1930, Len Bullen bat dau dién
thuyét ¢ phong tra Tudor & Flinders Walk,
Melbourne. Nhirng nguo1 chu cua phong tra nay
to chic cho 6ng dién thuyét 1a dé kiém tién, vdi
mot ¢6 gai Trung Hoa ban nhirng tuwgng Phat nho
gid 2 s1 linh 6 xu va mot nguoil khac xem boi
bang ba tra. Nhung cong viéc nay khong lau dai.
Nam 1938 6ng to chirc mot nhom nghiém chinh
va phat to truyén don c6 ndi dung nhu sau:
“Nhom Nghien Cuu Phat Giao Melbourne. Muc
dich ciia nhém nghién ciru Phdt Gido la khuyén
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khich viéc tim hiéu Phdt Gido nhw mét moén tam
Iy hoc thuc tién cé thé thich g véi nhitng van
dé cua thoi dai. Nhitng cuoc hop duoc 16 chirc
moi thang mét lan & Martell Library, tang thir
hai, s6 149 Swanston Street, Melbourne, dé thdo
luan than mat, va vi cac hoi vién khong nhdt thiét
phdi la tin do Phat Gido nén nhitng dé tai khdc
nhw Yoga hay tam Iy hoc Tdy Phwong cé thé
duoc thao luan. Kinh moi quy vi tham du cuoc
hop sap t6i. Mrs. C. Ross, thu ky”.

C6 18 thé chién thu IT d3 cat ngang hoat dong cla
nhom nay truéc khi ho thuc su lam vi€c, va
Leonard Bullen duoc dua dén mot don vi nguy
trang 0 Darwin. Elizabeth Bell viét rang trong
may nim do, su quan tdm dén Phat Gido 1a “Ié té
va phan tan”, va nhirng 101 nay cting dugc dung
dé mo ta chinh Bullen. La ngudi chu truong hoa
binh, c6 su hap dan va dugc nhiéu ngudi hAm mo
(da so 1a phu ntt), dng ciing 1a ngudi mo mong.
Giong nhu nhiéu ngudi Phat Gido tién phong cla
Uc Chau, 6ng c6 cai nhin xa xo6i, hay nhu D. H.
Lawrence mod ta mdt nhan vat cua 6ng, cai nhin
xa vo1 “cu nhu la tor mot xr khac”.

Néu F. L. Woodward, David Maurice va Len
Bullen ¢6 ve lac 1ong ¢ Uc Chau trong nhiing

nam gitra hai thé chién thi s6 it nhirng hoa si chu
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y dén triét Iy va my thuat Phat Gido ciing vay.
NoO1 chung thi gig1 lam van hoa thuong ludng lu
trong viéc dua huyén hoc vao ngh¢ thuat, nhat 1a
d6i v4i huyén hoc Péng Phuong. Nhu chung ta
s& thay, Godfrey Miller va Ian Fairweather 13 hai
hoa si ning dong & Uc trong thap nién 1930,
nhung lac d6 hai ngudi chua noi tiéng. Mot s6
hoa si Thong Thién Hoc nhu Ethel Carrick Fox
va Frank Hinder it nhat ciing gian tiép chiu anh
hudong cua Phat Gido, con Lionel Lindsay thi
nghiém loai tranh thuy mac Trung Hoa. Nhung
ngudi nhiét thanh nhat voi my thuat Pong
Phuong 1a Margaret Preston, mdt nhan vat trung
tam trong hoi hoa hién dai Uc Chau. Ba dugc biét
vé tranh Nhat Ban nam 1905, va hoc vdi con trai
cua hoa si Hiroshige 6 Nhat nam 1934 tru6e khi
dén Trung Qudc, noi my thuat va kién trac Phat
Giao gay an tuong manh cho ba. Ba viét nhitng
101 nong nhiét vé cac hoa si Trung Hoa, 1a nhiing
nguodi cho rang “tranh phong canh phai co su
huyén diéu”, phai 1a sy biéu 16 nhiing y tudng,
chtr khong chi 1a mot “no1” hay “canh™.

Ba dua ra loai tranh pha tron cua minh, vay muon
cac loa1 my thuat Lap The Ban Dia, va Dong
Phuong, va ba tin rang néu nguol Uc mudn “dugc
hudng din ma khéng con bi diéu khién “boi anh
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huong hai ngoai nita thi ho nén “nghiéng vé
phuong Bong”.

Cudn sach viét vé Margaret Preston “Con Thién
Nga DPen Xam Nhap” ( The Black Swan of
Trespass) cia Humphrey McQueen c6 tua dé lay
tor mot bai tho cua “Ern Malley”, mot thi si khong
cO that dugc dung 1€n trong mot vu gia mao van
hoc ndi tiéng ma c¢6 nguol cho 1a “lam cham lai
chu nghia hién dai ¢ Uc mét thé hé”. Mot trong
nhirng bai tho cua “Ern Malley” ¢6 nhitng cau sau
day:

“Téi thay cdc sdch viét rang nghé thudt khéng de,
Nhung khéng ai canh cdo rang do vé
minh
Téam tri Igp lai quan kién cia nguoi khdc,
Téi van la con Thién nga den xam nhdp
vung nuoc la”.

Diéu dang nodi ¢ day 1a trong hai ngudi dung 1én
vu gia mao, Harold Stewart, cling quan tdm dén
bong Phuong ngang vo1 Margaret Preston. Ca
hai chiu su tac ddng manh cua “vuong quoc hao
huyen (kingdom of nothingness), su trong rong
ve van hoa va tam linh 6 Uc Chau. Ho déu nghi
rang chu nghia dia phuong, ton thd vat chat, va
chinh sach tinh than cua xtr ndy d3 bung bit nhin
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quan my thuat, va do d6 ho hudng vé A Chau, noi
ho thay Phat Gido va triét Iy Pong Phuong hira
hen mot su tar hop nhat ctia con nguo1 va thién
nhién, mot mon huyén hoc ma trong Ca T6 Giao
hau nhu d3 bi xem 13 di gido. Nhung c6 18
khuynh hudng chinh tr1 khong lam dugc gi cho
viéc nay, vi trong khi Margaret Preston la nguoi
cap tién thi Stewart lai thudc hang nguo1l chinh
thong, va con duoc md ta 1a “Bao Thu bdc lira”,
1a nguoi dung vu gia mao “Ern Malley” dé pha
hoai trrong phai thi nghiém trong my thuat va thi
ca Uc Chau.

Nam 1944, Stewart cung voi ngudi dong muu
cling chinh thong va bao thi ngang véi minh la
James Mc Auley dua mot tap tho ma ho bao la do
“Ern Malley” viét cho “Angry Penguins”, mot tap
chi dang loai tho tu do. Y dinh ctia ho 1a bdi lo
chi nghia hién dai. Vé sau hai ngudi ndi rang
nhitng bai tho nay tuyét d6i khong cé y nghia hay
ngh¢ thuat gi ca, ma cting khong c6 gia tr1 nhu
mot van ban ghi la1 mot giong tam thire lién tuc,
vi ho thay phién nhau viét mdi nguoi mot cau.
Tuy nhién chu but to “Angry Penguins” di cin
ciu, va cho dang nhiing bai tho nay trong s6 Mua
Thu 1944, tin rang minh d3 kham pha ra mot nha
tho méi. Van dé 1a khi Stewart va Mc Auley tiét
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16 danh tanh cua ho thi mét sb nguoi, trong do ¢co
ca Sir Herbert Read ndi tiéng, mot nguo1 thudc
phai vo chinh phu, d3 chay dén bénh vuc cho ong
chu but, néi rang nhiing bai tho d6 cé gia tri thuc
su, va lai con “r0 rang si€u déng hon bat ct bai
tho nao ma hai nguoi di viét riéng r&”. Moi ngudi
vach tran tuyén trong vu gia mao nay, va theo y
kién cua A.D. Hope thi day 13 vu hay nhat “keé tur
khi Francis Bacon viét nhiing vé kich cia
Shakespeare”. Cudc tranh luan tr¢g thanh tin tic
loan truyén khap thé gidi, dugc ding trong tap chi
“Time” cua My va nhat bao “Times” ¢ London.
Moi nguodi dong ¥ cho rang vu nay la “tieu diém
ctia van hoa Uc hién dai”. Stewart rat hanh dién
vO1 vu gia mao va ci danh manh m€ cua no vao
tho tu do, va chinh chu nghia truyén thong nay da
duoc ong dua vao Phat Gido cua minh, vi trong
nim 1944 co ai ngd rang mot nira Ern Malley s&
cO ngay tro thanh tu si Phat Giao?

Giong nhu David Maurice, Stewart viét rang ong
l[uon ludén cam thay minh 1a “ngwoi lwu vong &
chinh noi minh da sinh ra” (exile 1n the land of
my birth). Tuy nhién, hai nguoi chi giong nhau 6
chd cung theo Phat Gido, con ¢ nhitng diém khac
thi ho rat khac nhau, vi Stewart 13 bang chimng
cho thay ngudi Phat Gido Uc Chau trude dau thap
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nién 1970 da khong co v tudng chong van hoa.
Sinh nim 1916 & Sydney, Stewart bat dau cha y
dén Phat Gido va Lao Giao khi doc nhiing tic
pham ctia nha tam 1y hoc nguo1 thuy Si C. G.
Jung vao nam 1939. T d6 dng viét vé phong trao
ua chugng thi ca Trung Hoa trong thoi gian dién
ra thé chién tht 1T (1939- 1945), nhung 6ng no1
rang minh khong bao gio nham dén cai tam thoi
ma chi quan tim dén cai vo thoi gian. Nguyén
nhan gay ra phong trao nay la Trung Hoa tro
thanh dong minh dang ngudng md trong thé chién
the II, va tr d6 sach cua nha van Lam Ngu
Puong (Lin Yu Tang) trd nén pho thong, cung
v6i nhitng bai tho nhu bai “Lu Huong Trd Vé
Qué Nha” cua Frederic Macartney. Trong khung
canh nhu vy, Stewart trd thanh nha tho Uc quan
trong dau tién dua y nigm Phat Giao vao thi ca,
ké tur nhing tac pham ctia Bernard O’Dowd xuat
hién gan nua thé ky trude. Tu twong Thién dic
bi¢t tham nhap vao tinh than cua nhitng bai tho
dau tién thudc loai nay nhu “Ba Ngwoi Nem Thirc
An”, “Feng Lén Cao”, “Péi Thoai Vé Pao”, va
“Chuyén Bay Ciua Pan Ngong”. Ban cia ong la
nha phé binh vin hoc Dorothy Green thay anh
huong nay khong phai la do mot sy huong Ve
DPong Phuong can thiét “dé tho phdi luén luén cé
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vé xa xoi”’, ma la do “y thich sy mo do rieng tu”
tim thay “sw dung nap” trong Phat Giao.

Vao dau thap nién 1950, Stewart lam nhtng bai
tho Phat Gido vé dé tai An Do, nhu trong bai
“Muchalinda”:

“Ngai hy sinh dau ciia minh trong rirng,

Ngai la nguoi ma trong cugc doi da chét,

Nhwng van song trong an lac bat tan,

trong Hién Tai vinh cuu.
Chim xuong véi sy tri gidi ldu dai,
Hai mat nham, khéng Mi Qudng, ma
quay vao noi tam,
Con mat thir ba thay Niét Ban,
Trong khi moi Ngai van no nu cuoi chién
thang”.

Nhitng nguoi phé binh Stewart c6 thé ndi rang tai
lam tho cia Ong rat dang né, con khuynh huéng
dung chitr hoa cua ong thi goi1 nhd Sir Edwin
Arnold, va nguoi ta cam thay chit hoa duoc quy
trong nhat 1a chit ‘T’ trong “Tradition”, “Truyén
Thong”. Ong phan dbi nhiing nguodi nhu Len
Bullen c6 y dinh dua ra mot “ban soan la1” cua
Phat Gido dé lam “phuong thudc tam 1y trj liéu
cho nguoi Tay phuong". Tuy nhién, nhu ching ta
s& thay, cong hién 16n nhat cta Stewart cho viéc
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nghién ciru Phat Gido chinh thong phan 16n thudc
ve thot ky sau nam 1966, khi 6ng ro1 Uc Chau
sang Nhat song ¢ Kyoto.

Nhu Dorothy Green nhan xét, su quan tam dén
vin hda A Chau, dic biét 1a vian hoa Nhat Ban,
duoc gay dung boi A. L. Sadler, gido su Ban
Pong Phuong Hoc cua Pai Hoc Sydney tor nam
1922 cho dén sau thé chién thtr II. Ong rat c6 cam
tinh vo1 Phat Giao, va thuc hanh tra dao theo kiéu
thién. Do anh hu:crng truc tiép hay gian tiép cua
ong, nhiéu nguoi Uc trong nganh tinh bao quan
doi 1am viéc & Nhat sau chién tranh d3 rat thOong
thao Phat Gido va van hdéa Nhat Ban. Mot trong
nhitng ngudi nay, Les Oates, c6 thé duge xem 1a
nguol Uc dau tién thuc hanh Thién tong mot cach
chinh thirc, va sau d6 gitp viéc thanh lap va duy
tri HOo1 Phat Gido ¢ Victoria. Sinh nam 1926, 6ng
bat dau hoc tiéng Nhat vao nam 1939 & truong
University High School ¢ Melbourne. Ciling trong
thoi gian nay ong doc cudn “Anh Sing A Chédu"
(The Light of Asia), va chiu anh huéng cua “su
thuc té khong tinh cam” trong cuén “Loi Phdt
Day" (Some Sayings of the Buddha) cua F. L.
Woodward.

Nhu vay, vo1 s6 von Phat Gido can ban, Les

Oates da dén nudc Nhat, va bi 101 cudn bd1 “su
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hoa hop vé my thuit va sttc manh trong tat ca
nhitng vat don so” ma Thién tong Nhat Ban cong
hién. Két qua la 6ng theo hoc & mdt tu vién Soto
Zen (ThiénTao Pong) gan thanh phd Hiroshima,
va tham du nhitng khoa “sesshin” (nhiép tim)
cudi tuan trong khoang bon nam. Trong cung thoi
gian nay, mot thanh nién Uc khac 1a Len
Henderson lam viéc & mot bénh vién trén mot
hon dao trong Vinh Hiroshima, va du khong gap
Les Oates ltc nay, cung da chu y dén Zen. Len
Hendersen viét rang ong da co cam tinh sau dam
voi A Chau tir thoi tho Au, khi xem cudn sach noi
vé cudc noi loan & An PO “Nhé Lai Lawnpore™.
Trong khi & Nhat Ban va gan nhu khong biét gi
vé Phat Gido, 6ng da dén thim nhiing ngdi chua
va da ghi lai nhitng cam tudng dau tién ciia minh
mot cach thanh thuc:

“Téi dd khéng biét ré la minh dang & trong mot
logi dén chia nao, chi dugc nghe noi rang Zen la
mét gido thuyét vé “tri hué". Téi nghi “tri hué"
nghe cé vé dwoc véi minh, va thé la trong su kieu
ky nhw vay, téi bat dau nghién ciru ve T, hién. Liic
do t6i khéng biét tri hué la tri hué vé cdi gi, vi vdy
t6i dd bat dau véi y twong hoan toan sai lam".
Ong xem kinh sach mot cach don ddc cho dén khi

Ho1 Phat Gido ¢ Victoria dugc thanh 13p vao nam
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1953. Trong nhiéu nam, hai nguo1, mot Les Oates
rat tri thirc va mot Len Henderson rat tinh té, la
luc van hanh cua hoi.

Thé chién th II lam cho chi nghia Than Anh
giam bét sttc manh, va cling lam giam ndi sg vé
“hiém hoa da vang” (yellow peril). Véi su cham
dat cua chu nghia thuc dan, mac cam “Ganh
Niang Cua Nguoi Da Trang” diu di phan nao, va
mot thé hé méi nhitng ngudi Uc 1y tuong thoat
khoi chii nghia duy vat chat cuia thoi ky Suy
Thoai Kinh Té di co6 thé nhin van hoa va triét 1y
Pong Phuong vé1 mot nhan quan khac. Phong
trao danh doc lap dan toc va chién tranh Triéu
Tién da lam ndi vi tri caa Uc Chau & bén canh A
Chau, giéng nhu Viét Nam doi véi thé hé tiép
theo sau. Vi vay, co 1€ khong dang ngac nhién khi
trong muoi nam cho dén khoang nam 1956, & Uc
boc phat mdt sy quan tam dén Phat Giao dé roi di
vao mot thoi ky yén lang khac, chi cham dat vao
dau thap nién 1970. Nhung luc dau, theo mot sd
diéu ké vé ngudi Uc gip g& Phat Gido trong cudi
thap nien 1940 thi sy quan tam ma&1 nay c¢6 nhirng
tinh chat trai nguoc nhau, vira khen vira ché.

Trong lo1 ké cla tiéu thuyét gia George Johnston
Ve viéc ong dén thim mot sO tu vién Tay Tang

vao cudi nam 1945, nguoi ta thay mot thi du tiéu
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biéu vé tinh kiéu ngao thuc dan nhuong chd phan
nao cho chu nghia lang man. Johnston la ban than
cua Peter Finch, va theo nguo1 viét tiéu sir cua
ong, Gary Kinnane, thi 6ng van chu y dén triét
hoc Dong Phuong. Ong dén mlen bong Tay Tang
trén mot chiéc may bay Vo1 may nguorl My muodn
d6i mot may bay day loai mii mém vanh rong (
slouch hats) ciia nguoi Uc dé 1ay ngua Tay Tang.
Johnston va cac ban dang tang vi Su trudng cua
tu vién dia phuong mot dia hat “Cdi Nay Chdc
Chan La Thach’, Vi Mt Trai Cdy Ddu Cé Run
Rdy Nhw Vay” (‘It Must Be Jelly’ Cause Jam
Don’t Shake Like That), va khi ca1 may hat cu
phat ra tiéng nhac “nd lién dugc huong tng nhiét
l1i€t, vi Phat Song gat gu theo di€éu nhac Jazz nong
bong, hai mat nham va trén mat hién 1én net hoan
hy”. Khi nhac d3 ling xuong, Johnston goi
chuyén vi Lama hoa than vé luan hoi va vé nhiig
diém khac nhau gitra Phat Gido va Ca To Gido.
Trudce khi tra 101 nhitng cau hoi cua 6ng, vi Lama
lai “mim cuwoi lang le, va toi lai cam thday minh
giong nhuw mot em be mau gido kho khao”.

Kinnane cho rang truéc day kho cé thé cd mot
nguoi Uc nao lai c6 mot cudc hoi kién cao trong
nhu vay. Y k1en nay khong dung lam vi dd c6
mot s6 nha truyén g140 Uc dén Tay Tang, nhung

coO 1€ day la cudc d6i thoai dau tién ma & trong do
103



ngudi hoi thuc sy san long nghe. Trong mot
chuyén di phy, Johnston va mot nguo1 ban dén
tham may ngay tu vién Konda Gomba 0 trén do
cao gan bon ngan thudc, duoc xem la boi canh
that cua cudn tiéu thuyét “Shangri-la” cua James
Hilton. Y kién chung ctia dng vé viéc tu tip cla
cac tu si ¢ day la “lam cho ho tro thanh con két
nhdc lai nhitng gido Iy, véi mét chit thue hanh
bén ngoai”. Johnston khong hiéu y nghia cua
nhitng birc tranh mat giao trong tu vién, nhung
ong rat khAm phuc mot nir hanh gia ngudi Trung
Hoa dang thuc hién mot ky nhap that ba nam. Nét
mat an lac cua ba ta lam cho ong ngac nhién, va
c6 1& hinh anh cta ba ta di duoc dua vao cudn
tiéu thuyét “Thung Liing Trén Cao” (The High
Valley) cua 6ng ma trong d6 nhan vat chinh la
Salom.

Mot cudc gap go Phat Giao khac vor it an tuong
trai nguoc hon, dugc ké lai trong cudn tiéu str clia
mot dai biéu 23 tudi tham du ho1 nghi thé gibi
Thanh Nién Ca To Gido ¢ mién Nam An D0 nam
1952, Robert J. Hawke. Ong d3 rat bat man véi
thai 6 cua nhiéu nguoi ¢ hoi nghi, va sau d6 6ng
da di Colombo, noi 6ng tri v61 mdt ngud1 ban
Tich Lan ma ong da quen trong khi hoc dai hoc ¢
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Perth. Nam 1982 6ng néi vé chuyén di nay véi
Blanche d’ Alpuget nhu sau:

“Ho la nhitng nguwoi Phdt Gido, co nha o trong
khu dat ciia chua. Khéng khi trong nha rdat an lac
va hién hoa dén mirc khéng thé tin dwoc. Téi néi
nhiéu vé Phdt Gido véi ho, va ho dwa t6éi dén mot
ngdi chiia trén doi & Kandy, noi t6i gdp cdc tu si
va noi chuyén voi vi Sw truong rat gia. Ngdi
gidng gidi thém vé gido Iy cho toi ... Sau kinh
nghiem dang bat man & An Do, thi sur duy Iy hap
dan cuia Phdt Gido lam cho t6i bat man thém. Téi
chwa bao gio di dén ché chdp nhdn Phdt Gido,
nhung t6i da thay va van thay Phdt Gido dang
théa man hon la triét Iy Do Thdi- Ca Té Gido”.

Mot nam trudc khi Hawke dén Tich Lan, mot
doanh gia giau c¢d nguolr Sydney tén la Leo
Berkeley da c6 nhiing cudc thao luan tuong tu
volr DPai DPuc Narada Thera thudc tu vién
Vajirarama 6 Colombo. Sinh nam 1902 & Hoa
Lan, Leo Berkeley dén Uc nim 1947 sau hon hai
muo1 nam trong xem mot tiem sach cti & London.
Vao dau nam 1951, trén mot chuyén tau tré vé
Anh Quoc, dng gip Sir Lalita Rajapakse, lic d6
la by trudng tu phap cua Tich Lan, va dugc ong
nay gio1 thi¢u Phat Giao. Berkeley dac biét chu y

dén tu twdong trong Phat Gido 1a ngudi ta co thé
105



kiém soat duoc van ménh cia minh. Khi tau ghe
Colombo, Rajapakse gidi thi€u 6ng vé1 Pair Buac
Narada. Pai Duc dua cho 6ng mot s6 sach Phat
Gido va moi 6ng dén tham Ngai lan nira trén
duong trd vé Uc. Hai thang sau ong trd lai tham
Dai Ptic Narada, va khi Ngai dé nghi ong lap mot
Ho1 Phat Giao ¢ Sydney, ong da rat phan khoi.
Ngay sau khi tr& vé Uc vao giita nam 1951, ong
doc mot bai bao viét vé Marie Byles trong to
“Sydney Morning Herald”, va da lién lac vo1 ba
dé noi vé viéc thanh 1ap mot Hoi Phat Giao. Luc
dau ba nay ludng lyu, cho rang Uc Chau chua san
sang chap nhan Phat Gido, nhung sau do ciing
dong ¥, vi sttc quyén rii khong it cua Berkeley.
Vao ngay thr sau trong tuan do, Leo Berkeley
cho dang thong bao viéc lap hoi trén cac nhat bao,
va sau hai tudn di c6 muodi hoi vién hop ¢ nha
cua ong ¢ East Roseville. Mot t6 chirc Phat Giao
trén quy mo lau dai da ra dou.

Pén nam 1951, Marie Byles d3 tién xa trén con
dudng tré thanh mot nhan vat huyén thoai. Ba la
phu nir dau tién tot nghiép luat khoa & New South
Wales va 1a mot ngudi tién phong trong viéc bao
ton thién nhién, leo nui, di rung, chong chién
tranh, ung h¢ phong trao nir quyén, va Phat Gido.
Trong cudn tiéu st tu thuat “Nhiéu Kiép Song
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Cua Mot Nguoi” (Many Lives in One) chua xuat
ban, ba viét rang du van song than thién vor xa
hoi chinh théng, nhung da s6 nhitng diéu muu
cau khac cia ba duoc hudng vé phia “gdp phan
mot cach vo thirc trong viec pha hoai xa ho1 do™.
Ba noi rang minh 1a nguoi “khong tim” bam sinh,
c6 cha me 1a tin d6 bat man cua gido phai
Unitarian, ra doi ¢ gan thanh phd Manchester,
Anh Quéc vao thang tu nam 1900, va duoc dua
dén Uc nam 1911. Cha cua ba 1a nguoi theo chu
nghia xa ho1 Fabian, va Mg cua ba cho ba an chay
hoan toan, vi vy 1957 ba néi rang minh chua bao
g10 an thit.

Tu khi con nho Marie Byles da la nguoi ¢ y chi
manh mé&, va cha cua ba da go1 ba la “Mrs
Mahabili Pushbar”, “ba lam duoc mo1 viéc”. Khi
16n 1én, cac ban cua ba théy ba l1a “nguoi tu 1ap”
va “coO tinh thich c6 doc”. Ba ty mo ta minh la
“ngudl doc than tu nhién”, va nhu vay tat ca
nhitng ning luc cua ba dugc dung dé hudng vé
nhitng muc tiéu khac nhau. Sau khi t6t nghiép
Pai Hoc Sydney nim 1924, ba gop phan thanh
lap hé1 nguor d1 rung & Sydney (Sydney
Bushwalkers) nam 1927 va dong mot vai tro quan
trong trong viéc van dong cho khu vuc Bouddi
duoc cong nhan 1a cong vién quoc gia. Trong
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thap nién 1930 ba danh nhiéu thoi gio cho viéc
leo nui, du chi cao 1™57 va luc nao ciing rat manh
mai; Cho xuit ban cudn sach dau tién ctia minh
“Bang Tau Cho Hang Va Nui” (By Cargo Boat
and Mountain). Nam 1936 ba khoi hanh trong
mot chuyén tham hiém d3 dwoc hoach dinh tir 1au
dé chinh phuc Nui Sansato cao hon siu ngan
thudc & mién Tay Trung Qudc, nhung qua ndi da
khéng dé cho bi chinh phuc, va cudc doi cua ba
c6 mot sy thay doi 16n. Pay 1a 1an dau tién ba
cam thiay minh that bai va khong viing chic,
trong mot thdi gian ngan ba doc tac pham cua
Gandhi va ca di 1é nha thd nita, nhung viéc 1am
theo tap quan xa ho1 nhu vay khong thich hop voi
ba, ba so br nguo1 khac kham pha ra minh khong
phai 1a ngudi cap tién.

Do hoat ddng trong phong trao hoa binh vao cudi
thap nién 1930, ba cd nhiéu ban thudc gido phai
Quaker va thuong tham du nhirng cudc hop cua
ho, nhung c6 1& ba dd khong bao gid ¢ thé tin
vao mot Thuong Dé (God); nhu mot nha bao vé
sau d3 viét rang ludn ludn chi c¢6 “su hung vi cua
trai dat 1am cho ba siing s0”. Mua xuan nam 1941
ba chiu thém mét tai hoa khién chan cta ba bi
thuong, khong thé di rimg dugc nita. V&i nhiing
vién canh bén ngoai khong con, ba quay vao bén
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trong, doc cubn “Loi Purc Phdr" ciua F. L.
Woodward trong mot thoi ky quan trong, vao
khoang 1& Giang Sinh 1941. Ba tiép tuc tham du
nhitng cudc hop cua cac tin d6 Quaker, va mot
nguodi ban ¢ d6 day ba tham thién véi thé ngdi
hoa sen, nhung ba thuong dung nhirng dip nhu
vay dé trinh bay nhiing quan diém Phat Gido va
Gandhi cua minh. Ba xin gia nhap gido phai
Quaker, nhung sau sau thang ctru x¢&t, ba la mot
trong sO rat it nguoi bi tir choi. Ba cho rang
nguyén nhan la vi “nhu thuong 1€, to1 di trudc
nguo1 khac hai muoi ndm”, con cac ban Quaker
cua ba thi nghi ring mot 1y do khong nhé 1a ba
mic quan ma khong mic vay.

Hé qua cua viéc bi tir chdi nay 1a ba cha v dén
Phat Gido nhiéu hon, va bat dau nghiém chinh
nghién ctru kinh dién Pali, cling nhu lién lac véi
F. L. Woodward, David Maurice, va Ho1 Phat
Gidao & London. Co ngudi nodi rang ba khong bao
210 xem minh Ia tin dd Phat Gido, ma thich thao
luan vé Phat Gido khi gip nhiing Ca T6 Gido, va
thao luan vé Ca T6 Gido voi ngudi Phat Gido.
Pung nhu vy, ba 1a nguoi chiét trung, nhung
nhitng ngudi ban Quaker than nhat cia ba cam
thay rang ba ludn ludn 1a nguodi Phat Gido & trong
tam. Khi viét cho nhiing tap chi Phat Gido nhu to
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‘Trung Pao’ (The Middle Way), ba dung cau
“Ngwoi Phat tu chung ta” (we Buddhists), va vay
c6 thé néi rang 1y do chinh ma ba thao luan vé tu
twong Ca Td Gido va Gandhi véi Phat Gido 1a dé
mang lai sy khoan dung trong s6 khong it ngudi
chong Ca T6 Gido mdt cach vo Iy. Nhu ching ta
S€ théy, su kién ba & An Pd mét nam, ba 1an dén
tham cac tu vién & Mién Dién, hai 1an di Nhat
Béan dé nghién clru Zen, va Itteen, viét bon cudn
sach vé Phat Gido, va tién phong trong viéc thanh
lap Hoi Phat Gido New South Wales, cho thay
Phat Gi4o 1a anh hudng quan trong nhat trong doi
ba, néu khong phai 13 dnh huéng quan trong ddc
nhat.

Ngay tur 1946 Marie Byles da ban tinh xay dung
Trung Tam Tu Tap Phat Gido véi tién si
Chalmers, mot nha thién van hoc thuoc dai thién
van Mount Stromlo cung ba vo cua éng, co 364 ™
dat trén mot cao nguyén cao hon 900 thude, gan
Shelley, Victoria. Ho thong bao ké hoach nay trén
tap chi “The Middle Way” so thang 5 nim 1946,
va Marie d3 moi mét sb6 ban di rung cua minh
tham du, nhung vi nguyén nhan nao ma ké hoach
nay bi hiy bo thi khong rd. Giéng nhu Marie, vo
chong Chalmers 1a nhitng nguoi thudc phai tu
nhién nhung ho c¢6 khuynh huéng Thién tong, vi
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vay c6 thé c6 mot su bat dong ¥ kién nao d6 trong
vu ndy, vi Marie Byles thién vé Phat Gido
Theravada. Co 1€ nguyén nhan ¢6 ly hon la ho da
thao luan vdi nhau vé viéc thanh lap trung tam
nay qua thu tir, va khi 6ng ba Chalmers gap mat
marie Byles thi ho bat man vé 16i xir sy ¢6 phan
doc doan cua ba.

C6 1& phai dén nim 1951, Marie Byles méi lai
lien lac vo1 nhing tin d6 Phat Gido ¢ Sydney.
Trong mot cudn sO tay nhan dé “Phdt Gido &
New South Wales” dugc tim thay trong nhiing cai
thung dung tai liéu chua xuat ban cta ba ¢ Thu
Vién Mitchell, myc dau tién néi dén mot “Khda
Tu Tinh Khau” (Silent Retreat), gom tam nguoi
tham du vao ngéy 20 thang 5 nam 1951, ¢ nha
mot nguodi ban ¢ Lindfield dé ky niém 1& Phat
Pan. Luc d6 Marie Byles c6 1€ khong phai la
nguol tung kinh niém Phat, nhung co thé ba da
doc mot doan kinh, va nhu vay day 1a 1é Phat Pan
dau tién duoc cir hanh boi mot nhom ngudi Uc
khong phai 1a nguoi géc A Chau. Muc thir hai dé
ngay 9 thang 9, nor dén mot nhom muoi nguoi,
gom ca Leo Berkeley, tu tip dé giap David
Maurice ¢ nha cua Marie Byles ¢ Cheltenham.
Trong thang 11 nidm 1951, Maurice huéng dan
mot nhom nho vé Phap Thién Mién Pién. Trong
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chuyén viéng thim nay 6ng ciing dién thuyét vé
Phat Gidao 0 Pai Hoc Melbourne, va danh duoc
su cht v ctia mot s6 ngudi trong nhém ban cii cia
Len Bullen.

Trong khi d6 & Sydney, trong khoang tir hai dén
ba thang sau khi Oong thong bao viéc thanh 13p
mot HO1 Phat Gido, nhitng cudc hop tbi chi nhat
cia Leo Berkeley thu hut duoc dén ba muoi
nguoi. Nhu vdy, dén cudi nim 1951, Phat Gido
6 to chirc di hoat dong t6t & Uc Chau. Tuy nhién
theo mot thuyét van dugc moi ngudi ndi chung
chap nhan thi mot Ni su ngudi My ¢6 phap danh
la Dhammadinna d3 dua Phat Gido dén Uc Chau
vao cudi nim 1952. Tat nhién tat ca cac truyén
théng ton gido déu cd nhitng huyén thoai cia
minh, va day 1a huyén thoai 1on nhat trong lich sir
Phat Gido ¢ Uc Chau. Huyeén thoai nay da xuat
hién vi vao nam 1956, mot phai moi1 voi 161 tlep
can Phat Gido rat khac d3 nam quyén diéu khién
Ho1 Phat Giao & New South Wales, day Leo
Berkley ra khoi1 dia vi cua 6ng va truc xuat Marie
Byles. Lich str thoi ky dau cia hoi da bi viét lai,
di cO 1€ mét cach vo thuc, va N1 su
Dhammadinna dugc nang 1€n dia vi “Ngudo1 Sang
Lap Phat Gido Uc Chau" mot cach khong xing
dang. Huyén thoai nay co tinh chat phuc tap vi
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nhiing nguol tao ra no da biet rat it vé N1 su
Dhammadinna hay v€ qua khir cua ba.

Chuong 3
Loi thoat ddc nhat: 1952-1956

Natasha Jackson, chu but tap chi hai thang mot ky
“Metta” ( Tt Bi), 1a tiéng nodi hang dau trong Phat
Gi4o Uc Chau tir 1955 t6i 1971. Sinh nam 1902 &
Moscow, thu d6 cua nudc Nga, ba Natasha
Jackson dugc ba me cap tién, chong Nga Hoang
cia minh dua t&i Uc vao nim 1én sau tudi. Ba hoc
nganh y ta va lam gido vién, gia nhap Pang Cong
San (Communist Party) mot thoi gian ngan trong
thap nién 1930. Cudc hon nhan cua ba lau dai
nhung khong hanh phuc, ¢6 1€ vi vay ma ba chu y
rat nhiéu t6i lich sir va triét hoc. La nguoi biét nodi

chuyén mot cach quang bac, nhung theo con trai
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cua ba va nhttng nguoil khac thi ba khong co
nhiéu kinh nghiém thuc té vé thé gidi hang ngay.
Ba la nguoi tri thirc vé mat triét hoc, va khong
chap nhan nhiing viéc khong nghiém chinh.
Natasha Jackson dé gdy bat hoa, va 10i cu xir
thiang thirg cua ba gy ra lién hé xau giira ba va
nhiéu hoi vién ctia Hoi Phat Gido New South
Wales.

N1 Su Dhammadmna

Nam 1953, Natasha Jackson tham du mét s6
budi dién thuyét cia Ni Su Dhammadinna ¢
Centre Club, duong George. Du chi gap N1 Su
Dhammadinna trong vai lan nay, qua thot gian vi
nit tu d3 trd thanh gan nhu mot than tuong trong
tam tri ctia ba: “Néu co nguo1 nao hoi rang to1 coi
ai 12 nhan vat dang ghi nhé nhat ma minh d3 gip
to1 s€ tra 101 ngay d6 la N1 Su Dhammadinna. Tu
nglt “charisma” hay suc thu hut nguor khac da bi
lam dung tG1 mic nham chan, nhung du tu ngtr
nay ham v tinh chat gi di nita thi Ni Su ciing ¢6
tinh chat d6. Suc thu hut nay khong tuy thudc vao
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vé bén ngoai, dirc hanh, tri hu¢, hay tinh kién
dinh, ma 1a sy dé cam mén. Ni Su du d3 cao dau
va khong mic y phuc hop thoi trang nao ca, van
c6 mot vé dep siéu pham véi nudce da trang sang
gan nhu trong sudt, thém vao 1a doi mat xam dem
mau d4 phién. Du 14 ngudi thanh tdm tu hoc Phat
Gido, Ni Su van c6 mot chut vé ‘Femme fatal’,
(nguodi dan ba nguy hiém), ma ba hoan toan
khong luu tam to17.

Ni Su Dhammadinna 13 nguoi hing bién, va nhat
la mot phu nir, vi vay day la mot su gio1 thi¢u
Phat Gido manh mé& doi v&i Natasha Jackson. Sau
d6, vi nhitng 1y do ma ching ta sé thay, ba d3 ha
g1a vai tro ti€n phong cua Leo Berkeley va Marie
Byles roi dit ra huyén thoai Ni Su Dhammadinna
da mot minh dua Phat Gido t6i bo bien Uc Chau.

Poi véi Natasha Jackson thi mot phan quan trong
trong huyén thoai Dhammadinna 13 vi nit tu nay
n6i rang minh di tir chdi thira huong mot gia tai
16n dé di tu. Su that vé phan dau cudc doi ciia Ni
Su Dhammadinna 1a mot bi mat. Sinh nam 1881,
cO 1€ ¢ San Francisco, va hinh nhu tén 1a Pearce
hay Van Stemn gi do, ba da lam cho nguot ta tin
rang ba 1a ngudi thira ké mot dé quoc dau hoa.
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Nguo1 ta nghe no1 ba hoc ¢ Thuy Si va ¢ Pai Hoc
Sorbonne ¢ Paris, sau d6 lay mot Nam tudc nguoi
Nga, nguyén la mdt vién tudng trong quan doi
ciia Nga Hoang. Ho di di du lich khiap A Chau,
va sau khi ong ta qua do1 hoac ly di gi do, ba tro
thanh mot Ty khuu Ni ¢ Thuong Hai. Gan nhu
chic chan day l1a chuyén da su, vi that ra boi canh
ciia ba co 1& rat “trung luu”, va lan dau tién ba
tiép xuc v4i Phat Giao 1a qua nhitng khoa Thién
ciia Nyagen Senzaki & San Francisco, bat dau vao
nam 1922. Nguoi ta dugc biét 1a ba tho gidi véi
mot vi Thay nguoi Au ¢ Thuong Hai vao cudi
thap nién 1920. Trong mot cudc phong van véi to
“Argus” & Melbourne nim 1952, ba ndi rang vi
Thay nay 1a nguodi Puc, va ba gip lan dau tién
nam 1928. Vi nay chi co6 thé 1a Ignatz Trebitsch,
c6 su nghiép rat nhiéu thing tram duoc Holmes
Welch ké lai trong cubn “Phdt Gido Phuc Hoi O
Trung Hoa" (The Buddhist Revival in China).

Trude kia Ignatz Trebitch dd lan lugt 14 gido si
thudc cac gido phai Lutheran, Presbyterian, va
Anh Giao, nhung cong viéc ca doi thuc su cua
ong 1a gian diép quoc té, ma roét cudc vao nim
1916 d3 dua 6ng vao modt nha ti & Anh Quoc
trong ba nim vi t0i lam gidy to gia. Nam 1925
ong duoc 1am 1& tho gidi & Tich Lan, va tir nim
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1926, 6ng truyén dao trong hai nim & San
Francisco. Co 1€ ong da gap N1 Su Dhammadinna
& day. Sau d6 ba di theo vi Thay dén Thuong Hai,
no1 Ong thanh lap mot “Niem Phat Duong”
(Buddha House) 0 T6 G161 Phap, lam co van cho
mot so tuong lanh Trung Hoa, va viét nhitng cudn
sach vé nhitng van dé quoc té. Luc nay 6ng tu goi
minh la Trigu Cong (Chao-k’ung). Nam 1933,
ong di khap Au Chau dé truyén dao va trd vé voi
tam nit va bon nam d¢ tir. Nhung nhom tu si ndy
dan dan tan rd, khi hai nguoi tu tir, mot nguol qua
doi, va nhtng nguot con lai bi Trebistch duoi di
trong nhing con noi gian cua ong. Trong S0
nhitng nguoi ndy chiac chan c¢6 Ni Su
Dhammadinna.

Sau nam nam o Thuwong Hai, Ni Su
Dhammadinna dén Ba La Nai (Sarnath) o mién
Bic An Do, no1 Duc Phat Chuyén Phap Luan. O
day ba viét cho tap chi “Maha Bodhi Journal” va
hoc v&é1 mot Tang si nguor Tich Lan tén la
Matiwella Sanghratana. Gan bon muoi nim sau
vi nay chi c6 mot tir ngir dé mo ta ba: “gan do”.
C6 ngudi nodi rang ba di cd gang thiét 1ap mot nit
tu vién ¢ Los Angeles vao nam 1938, nhung sau
khi viéc nay khong thanh, ba d1 Tich Lan va ¢ do
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méy nam. Pai Pic Nyanaponika, dai dé tor cua
Dai Su Nyanatiloka, nho lai rang vao cudi thap
nién 1930 ba song trong mot ngo1 nha tranh thude
mot truong Phat Hoc gan Kanty, r6i dén “Tinh
That Rimng” 14 noi ma Pai Su Nyanaponika ciing
t5i & vao nam 1988. Ni Su Dhammadinna biét
Ngai Nyanatiloka, nhung Ngai la nguot bao thu
vé hau hét moi mat, vi vay co 1€ Ngai da xem ba
14 nguodi mai noi 1én do doi quyén mic 4o vang
va dugc doi xtr binh dang véi cac Ty Kheo. Vi
dong Ty Kheo Ni thuoc hé Theravada da khong
con tir may thé ky trudc roi nén bat ctr dang cap
nao ma ba cé thé cé ciing 13 do Phat Gido Trung
Hoa ban cho hodac do ba ty dat ra. Ba thuong do1
ho1 quyen lo1 ngang vo1 cac Ty Kheo, va nguot ta
con néi rang ba tranh dau dé cé phong vé sinh
kiéu Tay Phuong & bat ctt noi nao minh dén, nhu
vay cO thé ba di xuc pham tinh than bao vé
truyén thong cua nguoi Tich Lan. Sau khi co
chuyén bat hoa véi nguo1 bao trg doc nhat cta
minh 1a Lady de Silva, ba dugc Tién Si
Malalasekera, chu tich Ho1 Lién Htru Phat Gido
Thé Giéi, cung cap dia chi cta Ernie Dadswell va
Marie Byles. Ong nay cung tra tién mua vé tau
cho ba va chac chan ciing mung vi da loai bd
dugc mot van dé kha gai goc.
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Khi Ni Su Dhammadinna d¢én Uc Chau vao ngay
30 thang 8 nam 1952, ba dugc gio1 truyén thong
& khap nudc nay cha y toi. Ba ndi rang trude day
minh 1a ngud1 hoat dong xa hodi, va la chau cua
mot dai gia dau hoa, va bay gid muodn thiét lap
mot trung tam nghién ctru “Khoa Hoc Phat Giao".
Noi dén dau tién cta ba 13 Melbourne, ba di &
day vai tuan trong ngdi nha nhd cua 6ng ba
Dadswell & Bac Melbourne, dugc bao chi phong
van, va dién thuyét vai budi & Hoi Thong Thién
Hoc. Tuy nhién ba Dadswell khong vui long vi
ché do dn udng nghiém khac cta Ni Su va 16i day
cia ba rang cac cip vo chong nguodi Phat Gido
phai “trir bd sy cam do cia xac thit” va két qua 1a
ong chil nha in Ernie Dadswell khong muon 1am
mot hoat dong Phat su nao nira.
Vé sau, trong nhitng bai xa luan cia ba trén tap
chi “Metta” cua Lién Hiép Phat Gido Uc Chau,
Natasha Jackson viét rang Ni Su Dhammadinna
da to1 Sydney “khong bao trudce va khong co su
don rudc”. Natashsa Jackson tin rang vi nit tu si
da viéng thim ba Marie Byles ma khong cho biét
trude, va duge cho ngl trén hai tdm mén trai trén
san kho chira d6. Su that 1a Marie Byles da biét
trudc viéc N1 Su Dhammadinna s€ to1 tham va da
cho mot thu ky cua minh té1 don ba ¢ phi cang.
Tuy nhién, tat ca nhitng nam doc kinh sach Phat
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G1ao cua Marie Byles da khong stra soan tam tri
cho ba doi pho véi Ni Su Dhammadinna va trong
cudn tiéu sir ty thudt ctia minh ba viét rang nhitng
gl xay ra tiép theo 13 “mot man bi hai kich”.

Marie Byles c6 mot ngdi nha nhd toa lac trén may
mau dat rimg rat dep ¢ Cheltenham. Cac ngdi nha
khoang hai muoi thudc ba cho xiay “Am Diém
Lanh” dé 1am noi tham thién va cung lam cho ngu
cho khach. Tat nhién ba di nghi rang day 1a chd
tbt cho mot vi Ty khuu N1 t61 tham minh, va ba
cling ra cong sura sang con duong dua to1 nha vé
sinh. Khi Ni Su Dhammadinna t6i, truéc hét
Marie Byles ngac nhién vi “hét va li nay tdi
ruong hanh 1y khac cia ba ta, va sau d6 ba bat
ngd khi vi nit tu ngd cai “Am Piém Lanh” roi
“dua hair tay lén chan ngan”. Du Ni Su
Dhammadinna néi rang minh da Séng trong
nhtng hang da ¢ Tich Lan, ngo1 nha nay van lam
cho ba e ngai dang ké. Con vé chuyén Ni Su dén
tham khong c6 mot xu trong ti1 thi nhirng nguo1
lang giéng ciia Marie Byles nhd rat rd ba néi véi
ho: “Toi khong can tién, toi xai thé tin dung du
lich”. Tuy nhién Marie Byles d3 ton trong tudi tac
ctia Ni Su, va vi ba ta phai deo dai sat ¢ lung nén
da danh ng61 nha nho cua minh cho ba, nhung khi
N1 Su Dhammadinna dugc mo1 no1 chuyén voi

cac ban Phat Giao va Quaker cua ba, Marie Byles
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lai mot lan nita siing so: “Ba ta dién thuyét cho
nhom ban cia t6i nghe véi nhitng 1oi 1€ giong
nhw ciia mot nguoi Thién Chita Gido hep hoi nhat
va gido diéu nhat. Trudce d6 téi da rat muon ba ta
sé gdy an twong manh cho nhitng ngwoi ban
Thién Chiia Gido c6 dau oc rong rdi ciia t6i!”.

Sau d6 Leo Berkeley dén ctru Marie Byles bang
cach moi Ni Su Dhammadinna vé nha ciia 6ng va
noi chuyén trong nhitng cudc hop toi chu nhat.
Nhitng cudc no1 chuyén cua vi nit tu tor phuong
xa téi da 16i cudn duogc khoang nim muoi nguoi,
nhung Leo Berkeley thay ba ta 1a ngudi khong
thé chiu noi, vi khong nhitng ba ta tim cach pha
hoai cudc hon nhan cua 6ng ma con rat “doi hoi”.
Ong khong tin chuyén “dai gia dau hoa”, va nghi
rang ba ta dd dung cai 4o vang cua minh dé giy
an tuong roi “dan mo tdi voi nhitng ngudi nao ma
ba ta biét 1a co tien”. Con trai cua dng, Hartog,
nim 1988 1a co van tu phap tiéu bang Victoria,
no1 réng N1 Su Dhammadinna 1a mot Phat tuo
thanh tam, nhung ba ta c6 mot sy “kho hiéu” nao
d6, va “ndi chung 1a thiéu tim binh dang”. Tuy
nhién, ba vo cta Leo Berkeley va mot so ban cia
ong lai thich N1 Su Dhammadinna, vi vay ong thu
xep cho ba ta ¢ trong mot can nha, no1 doc nhat
ma ba ta thay c6 thé chap nhan dugc: Double

Bay. Tat ca nhiing cudc dién thuyét sau do6 déu
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duoc t0 chitc & Centre Club, va Ni Su hau nhu
khong con lién quan gi té1 Ho1 Phat Gido New
South Wales — do 1a cong trinh cua Leo Berkley,
va hai nguo1 khong ua gi nhau. Vi vay nhiing 101
no1 sau nay cho r?mg ho1 dugc thanh 1ap “dudi su
bao ho cua Ni Su” 1a rat sai 1am.
Pung hon, Ni Su Dhammadinna chon mot nhém
tdm d¢ tr nhiét thanh ctia minh, gém ca vo cla
Leo Berkeley, Lummechien, Lyn va Eric Penrose,
va Graeme Lyall, roi day ho tung niém bang tiéng
Pali. Ho 13 tim ngudi ma ba ta cho rang di “san
sang tho nhan Giao Phap”, nhung “Giao Phap”
ma ba day ho kha khac biét voi gido 1y Theravada
thuan tiy ma ba tuyén xung trong nhiing bai
thuyét phap ctia minh. Ba thuong niém Bo6 Tat
Quan Thé Am, va ndi vdi cac dé tir rudt cua minh
1a vi Nt BO Tat di hién ra trong mot s6 budi
thuyét phap, cling nhu vua troi Dé Thich xuat
hién trong nhiing dip khac. Ba ciing néi rang
minh c6 than thong, va thuong la 1én trong khi
tham thién dé cho cac dé tir thay 1a minh dang dat
“chirng nghi€ém”. Nhom d¢ to nay tu hop ¢ can
nha cua ba may lan mot tuan, ngudi ndo toi tré s&
khong duogc vao. Ni Su yéu cau ho phai tuyét doi
tuan 101 minh, vi vay ho goi1 ba la “Hitler cua Phat
Gi4o". Trong nhiing thu tir gdi cac dé tr, ba viét
“Guru cta con, tc “Thay cua con”. Graeme
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Lyall 1a ngudi quyét dinh khong chap nhan
duong 16i doc doan ctia Ni Su, sau khi bi ba khién
trach ning né vi vang mit cudi tuan ma khong xin
phép ba trudc. Nhung Lummechien, Berkeley va
vo chong Penrose van 1a nhitng dé tir trung thanh,
va sau khi Ni Su Dhammadinna roi Uc Chau vao
gitra nam 1953, ho Van g1 cho ba mdt mon trg
cap moi thang trong may nam.
Luc dau ba tré vé Los Angeles, va ¢ day Robert
Aitken, vé sau 1a “so t6” Thién & Uc Chau, nhé
lai 12 ba da cai nhau v6i vi Thay cii cia minh,
Nyogen Senzaki, trong cudc tu hop cua cac dé¢ tu
ky cuu nhat cia 6ng. Sau d6 Ni Su duoc cong
dong nguoi Hoa ¢ San Francisco bao trg, va roi
vao thang 8 nam 1957, Lyn va Eric Penrose dua
ba trd lai Uc. Ho danh mét “phong ba ngoai” cho
ba trong ngdi nha cua ho ¢ Bilgola, va vi ba nhap
canh béng ho chiéu du lich nén khong duogc dién
thuyét. Lyn Penrose néi rang trong lan téi Uc
nay, Ni Su khong tiép xuc gi véi Hoi Phat Gido
New South Wales . Ba trii & Sydney mot nim rat
lang 18 roi di Hawaii vao thang 10 nim 1958.
Robert Aitken ciing biét ba & d6 va nhé lai rang
16i cu xu “khd chiu” lam cho ba gip kho khin
trong vigc tim nguol bao trg, vi vay ba khong
duoc vui lam. Nam 1962 ba bi bé xuong hong,
phai nam mot chd may nim cho t&i khi qua doi
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vao thang muo1 mot nam 1967. Nhitng ngudo1 bao
tro cta ba & Hawaii néi rang lac ba qua doi co
nhitng diém la nhu sam va chép xuat hién.
N1 Su Dhammadinna Ia ngu61 hung bién va co6 ca
tinh manh. Sy hién dién cta ba giy nhiéu chi y
trong lic cac hoi doan Phat Gido dang noi lén.
Tuy nhién, theo da so nhitng ngudi biét vé ba thi
ba cung la mot nguoi ky cuc, vo1 nhing o1 khoe
vé quyén nang tam linh cua minh, vé nhing 1é
truyen phap dang nghi ngo, va qua khir day Ve
huyén thoai ciia ba. Ba song mot loai doi song
mo ao cua nhitng nguot di1 theo mot ton g1do ma
lac d6 van thudc vong ngoai & Tay Phuong. Ba
d3 song hai nim & Sydney, nhung chi thu nhin
duoc var d¢ tu, nhu vay chi co it anh huong to1
con duong ciia Phat Gido Uc Chau.
Trong lich st duogc chép nhan chung cua Phat
Giao & Uc Chau, Ni Su Dhammadinna néi 1én 1én
nhu vay la do ba da tr¢ thanh mdt nhan vat co
tam voc huyén thoai trong tAm tri ciia Natasha
Jackson, 12 nguoi da khong duogc biét nhiéu vé ba.
Ciing giong nhu Pai Su Lién Hoa Sanh, tirc
Padmasambhava, dua Phat Gido tt An DO tdi
Tay Tang, va Bo Pé Pat Ma dua Thién Tong t6i
Trung Hoa, Natasha tin rang Ni Su
Dhammadinna da “dwa Phat Phap d6 bo 1én bo
bién ctia chung ta”, noi ma cho téi nim 1952,
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Phat Gido di chua duogc biét t&i”. Jackson tin
rang Ni Su 1a tin d6 Theravada nghiém khic, va
c6 18 khong biét gi vé bdi canh Dai thira ciing nhu
tinh 13p di cua N1 Su. Nhung cung luc Natasha
Jackson noéi rang Ni Su d3 ké ra cho ba nghe
nhitng chuyén qua khir ctia ba, nhitng diéu ma ba
khong bao gio nghi 14 minh sé& néi cho ai biét, du
1a nguoi dang tin cdy nhat. Theo 10i cac ban cua
ba thi Natasha Jackson 1a nguodi rat thanh that,
nhu vay viéc ba nang N1 Su Dhammadinna 1én
dia vi cao nhat ctia Phat Gido Uc Chau c6 thé c6
dong luyc ma chinh ba da khong c6 y thuc tron
ven to1. Nguol ta nhan thay rang ngay ca nhing
nguoi tinh té nhat cling c6 thé tin vao nhiing dicu
bia dit cua chinh minh. Néu khong c6 Ni Su
Dhammadinna thi Natasha Jackson cling dat ra
mot nhan vat giong nhu Ni Su dé bién minh cho
vi1 tri cua minh ¢ trong HO1 Phat Gido New South
Wales, va trong nhtrng nam tu 1953 t61 1956, thai
d6 va 16i tiép can Phat Gido rat tri thic cta ba da
gy ra bat hoa giita ba va Leo Berkeley voi Marie
Byles, 1a nhitng nguoi chu ¥ nhiéu téi thuc hanh
thién dinh. Hau qua 1a mot sy phan hoa, va vi hau
nhu tat ca nhitng hoi vién ky cuu dan dan roi khoi
hoi nén chi con lai Natasha Jackson nam quyén
diéu khién hoi va duogc tu do dua ra huyén thoai

Dhammadinna.
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Du dan dan bi day ra khoi lich s “chinh thirc”
cua hdi, Leo Berkeley la chu tich sang lap va
nguoi bao tro chinh yéu ciia Hoi Phat Gido New
South Wales, va da hoat dong nhi¢t thanh cho ho1
tr 1951 t6i 1956. Cac hoi vién ban dau di hop
vO1 nhau trong mud1 tam thang, nhung HO1 Phat
G1ao0 New South Wales chi duoc chinh thuec
thanh lap vao ngay 4 thang 5 nam 1953. Leo
Berkeley danh mot can phong trong co s¢ kinh
doanh ctia minh & Oxford Street, Darlinghurst dé
lam van phong ghi danh cua Hoi, con vg ong thi
trong co1 mot thu vién ma vé sau trd nén kha 16m.
Nhitng budi dién thuyét va thao luan duoc to
chtrc vao t6i thtr sau ¢ dai sanh cua Hoi Thong
Thién Hoc. Chinh sach cua ho1 1a “do phép lich
su thong thuong, tranh nhitng 1é nghi hay nghi
thirc thuc hanh mot cach cong khair”, vi vay
nhitng khoa thién hay tung niém dugc t6 churc
cho nhttng nhom nho ¢ nha riéng cua Leo
Berkeley hodc cua Marie Byles.
Thang 6 nam 1953, ho1 quyét dinh rang can phai
c6 mot an pham cua riéng minh, vi viy “Ban Tin
Phat Gigo" dugc ra doi, véi vi chii bit dau tién 1a
Gordon Lishman, mot nhan vat noi tiéng cua dai
phat thanh Sydney. Khuynh huéng cua ong nay
chinh yéu 1a Pai thira, va nhitng bai viét cliia 6ng
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duoc diém xuyén v&i nhiing tu tuwéng Thién
Tong, vi vay sau mot thot gian ngén ong da gap
rac r01 vO1 nhting ho1 vién dang dan dan c6 nhiéu
quyén luc va la nhirng nguo1l da viét vao hién
chuong cua ho1 rang “HoO1 tap trung va gi61 han
viéc nghién ctru cua minh vao nhirng van pham
va Xuat ban pham néi vé Phat Gido Nam Tong”.
Vi da s6 nhiing ho1 vién dau tién ciia hoi cho rang
viéc thao luan vé gido 1y cla cac tong phai Phat
Gi1ao chi gay xao lang ma khong c¢6 ich lg1 gi ca
nén churc vu chu but cua to “Ban Tin Phat Giao"
dugc giai ctiru khoi ban ¢d cua nhitng nguoi tri
thirc” sau ba s6 phat hanh va duoc giao cho Leo
Berkeley. Gordon Lishman van con 13 mot hoi
vién hoat dong trong mdt vai nam nira, nhung
moi tiéng noi Pai thira trong hdi di bi dan ap
hoan toan trong gan hai muoi nam.

O Melbourne thi nguoc lai, bon trong sau hoi
vién dau tién nang dong nhat cua Hoi Phat Gido &
Victoria 1a tin d6 Dai thira, va du khong phai 1a
khong c6 mot su tranh chap tong phai nao do,
duong 16i cta hoi 1a chiét trung va khoan dung.
Luc phat dong dau tién cung la cua Len Bullen.
Ong cung voi mot nha huyét hoc tre tuoi tén 1a
Syd Hill va vai nguoi nita hop mdi tuan mot lan,
bat dau vao ngay 18 thang 4 nim 1953, & quan ca

phé “The Windjammer” ¢ Swanton Street, va nhu
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vay da cho ra do1 Ho1 Phat Giao ¢ Victoria. Ho
cho dang quang cdo ¢ muc “Church Notices”
trong cac nhat bao, nhung chi khi Les Oates m&i
tir Nhat Ban trd vé gip hai nha to chirc vao thang
9 nam d6 thi nhom nay mdi duoc tiép sinh khi
mo1. Vao ngay 6 thang 10 cudc hop cong khai
dau tién dugc to chirc & mot phong hop cia gido
phai Presbyterian ¢ Melbourne, vo1 muol lam
nguo1 tham du. Nhirng cudc hop dugc tiép tuc hai
tuan mot 1an vao ngay tha ba, va trong thang 11
nhom nay thanh 1ap mot uy ban, vo1 Len Bullen
lam chu tich, va v&1 muc dich cua Hoi 12 “nghién
ctru, thyc hanh, va ching ng6 Giao Phap”. Len
Henderson, nh¢ lai rang trong cudc hop dau tién
ma ong tham du vao thang 12, co tat ca la hai
muo1 hai ngudi, trong do co hai sinh vién du hoc
& Uc theo ké hoach Colombo, hai “ba gia bé nho
thich suu tam ton gido", va nhitng nguoi khac, da
sO 1a thanh nién. Ong ciling nhéd 1a nguoi ta doc
nhitng doan trich trong cuén “Loi Puc Phat" cia
F. L. Woodward.
Tu 1954 té1 1956 1a thoi ky thinh vueong cua Phat
Giao Uc Chau, véi cac vi khach quan trong dién
thuyét trong nhitng hoi trudng day chat thinh gia
va dugc gidi truyén thong cha v t6i, voi mot so
ngudi Uc tré thanh Tang si ¢ cac nudec A Chau,
va vdi cac hoi doan ting trudng dang ké. Khong
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phai ngau nhién ma day ciing 1a nhitng nim danh
dau 2,500 nam Phat Gido va cudc Két Tap Kinh
Pién Lan Thi Sau. Nhiing tin do Phat Giao Uc
Chau gan lién voi cude phuc hung cua Phat Gido
A Chau, nhu nhimg c4 nhén, va dic biét 1a Chinh
Phti Mién Dién san long bao tro nhung chuyén
dién thuyet 0 hat ngoat. Nhu vay mot1 lién hé chat
ch& nhat d3 dugc thiét 1ap voi hai quoc gia lién
quan td1 nudc Uc vé mit dia 1y chinh tr1 va mot
lich sir qua Pé Qudc Anh va 1a hai quoc gia rat cé
thé c6 nhitng vi Cao Tang gidi tiéng Anh, do 1a
Mién Dién va Tich Lan. Trong khi d6 Phat Gido
& nudc My van ludn ludn nghiéng vé cac tong
phai Nhat Ban, va trung tim Theravada dau tién &
My chi dugc thanh lap vao nam 1966.

U Thittila t6i Uc Chau lan dau tién trong ba lan
vao thang 4 nam 1954, mang lai nhiéu strc manh
cho c4c hoi doan Phat Gido vira méi duge to chirc
& day. Sinh nim 1886 ¢ mién Trung Mién Dién,
ong da gir mot vai tro quan trong trong lich su
Phat Gido & Anh Qudc, noi dng song trong muol
bon nam, tu nam 1938. Ong d3 duoc noi tiéng khi
lam tai xé xe ctru thuong ¢ London trong thoi ky
cO nhitng cudc oanh tac dir doi nhat cua khong
quan Ptrc. Sau d6 ong dién thuyét trén dai BBC
trong hai nam truéc khi trd thanh giang vién vé
Luan Tang ¢ Pai Hoc Rangoon nam 1952. David
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Maurice, mot nguo1 ban than, da giap viéc t6
chtrc chuyén di Uc ctia ong, vO1 su ta1 trg cua Ho1
Pong Phat Gido (Buddha Sasana Council). U
Thittila duoc tiép don nong nhiét & Uc, vi ong
bicéu 16 sy phoi hop hiém cé ctia hai pham tinh
khiém ton va bac hoc. Ong 13 ngudi co long
khoan dung rong rdi, nhiing nim song & Anh
Quéc gitip cho 6ng co kha ning trinh bay Phat
Gido bang thuat ngit Tay Phuong. Ngay ca
Natasha Jackson vdi khuynh huéng chong gido si
manh mé cua ba cling c¢6 161 khen U Thittila:
“Ong mang téi cho chung ta mot tam guong tri
hu¢ va thanh thién thuc su”.
Moi hoat dong cua U Thittila trong chuyén tham
viéng nay déu dugc bao chi ghi nhan va duoc thu
vao nhirng cudn phim thoi su, va 6ng dugc coi la
tu si Phat Gido dau tién t6i Uc Chau; tat nhién
day la mot nhan xét sai lam. Mot sy kién gay soi
no1 la 6ng da mot lan thién dinh trong hai muo1
hai gio lién. Nhitng bai dién thuyét ctia 6ng co
chu dé la “Phat Gido Cho Tay Phuong” va
“Thanh Qua Cua Thién Dinh”, va 6ng ciing
huéng dan nhitng nhém nho thuc hanh minh sat
quan, trc “Vipassana”. Khi mot ky gia ho1 tai sao
lai can phai c6 su huéng dan nhu vay, Len Bullen
tra 101 rang néu khong duoc hudng dan “hanh gia
s& phat khung”. Vi vay d6i véi nhitng nguoi e
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ngai viéc hanh thién giy ra hau qua khong tot thi
“phap tinh tam” dugc cong nhan rong rai cua U
Thittila la an toan.
S6 hoi vién tang 1én téi khoang bon muoi ngudi &
Sydney va mot trim ngudi & Melbourne, phan
16n 13 vi c6 cudc viéng thim kéo dai mot thang
nay. Khac véi khuynh huéng chong vin hoa cua
Phat Gido Uc trong thap nién 1970, nhom ho1
vién nay bao gdom nhiing nguoi Uc cé gido duc
thudc loai cao, va viéc ho chu y td1 Phat Giao co
nhtrng nguyén nhan khac nhau. David Maurice
cho ring “hau hét nhitng nguoi Tay Phuong theo
Phat Gido co6 1y do 1a tinh cam chir khong phai ly
tri, hodc chi dé ching to minh 13 ngudi tri thic”.
Pay la mot nhan xét cuc doan, nhung nhu
Natasha Jackson cho thay, dung 1a nhiing cudc
thuyét phap cong cong thu hat nhitng ngudi theo
dao mot cach phu du, khong it ngudi trong s6 do
“thich nhitng gi c6 tinh chat lang man, nhiing
nguot 1ap di thuoc vong ngoai cua xa hor”. That
vy, kha nhiéu nguo1 chi quan tam to1 “con mét
thtr ba” hay quyén ning tam linh, va chi muon
biét 13 hanh gia Phat Gido co6 thé “kich thich tung
qua tuyén (pituitary gland) dé mé hué nhin” dugc
hay khong.
Natasha Jackson 1a nguoi theo triét 1y binh dang
gitra mo1 nguo1 trong xa ho1 nén ba khong thich
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khi thay Leo Berkeley thuong néi voi bao chi va
v6i phan nao hanh dién rang “cac gido su & cac
truong dai hoc ¢ Sydney va Canberra la tin do
Phat Giao. Cac bac s, kién tric su noi tiéng va
mot so chinh tri gia & Sydney va nhitng thanh phd
khac cting bi mat ton tho Puc Phat". Nhu nhirng
cudc khao sat & Hoa Ky cho thay, tir trudc toi nay
nhitng nguo1 chu y té1 Phat Giao va cac ton gido
Pong Phuong khac thuong 1a nhtng ngudl co
trinh d6 hoc van cao. Nén moéng gido duc viing
chic 1am cho ho chu ¥ téi nhiing tu twdng mdi la
va quan tdm hon tdi viéc phat trién van héa. Vi
vay trong thap nién 1950 nhiéu nguoi Uc chu y
téi Phat Gido 14 do tinh to mo tri thirc, do mudn
tim mot phuong thtrc tri phién ndo va dau kho, do
mudn chtng té minh 13 nguoi “gidc ngd", hodc do
thanh tAm tim cau chén 1y. Nhiéu nguoi c6 triét 1y
hoa binh, duy ly, an chay, nhan ban, va bao tén
thién nhién nhan thay trong Phat Gido c6 nhiing
tu twdng giong voi nhitng quan diém ma ho da co
san, va ciing c6 khong it ngudi dung Phat Gido
lam mot tha vo khi dé chong lai Thién Chua
Gi4o. D6i véi nhiéu ngudi thi sy hap dan 16n nhat
cua Phat Gido 1a 6 mot binh dién Phat Giao co vé
giong nhu mot tén gido, nhung it nhat trén giay to
Phat Gido khong doi hdi nguoi ta phai c6 diéu
kién tién quyét 13 niém tin. Phat Gido thu hut
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nhiéu ngudi ma d6i voi ho gido thuyét Thién
Chtia Gido di doi hoi niém tin qua nhiéu, nhimng
nguoi ma mot thé hé trude ¢ thé da trd thanh tu
si Cong Giao, nguol Quaker, hay ho1 vien Hoi
Thong Thién Hoc.

Ngudi ta nhan thay da s6 nhitng nguoi tham du
cac buoi thuyét phap ctia Phat Gido 1a dan ong.
Sy kién nay c6 thé duoc giai thich 1a do kinh sach
Phat Gido thuong no1 to1 su tu luc cua ca nhan.
Ngoai nhitng diém néi trén thi c6 thé nodi rang
trong thap nién 1950 céac tin d6 Phat Gido Uc
khong ¢6 khuynh huéng chong lai xa hoi truyén
thong Ho thuong la nhirmg nguoi than phuc mot
triét 1y méi la hon 1a hang nguo1 muon 1am khéc
xa ho1 hay hang nguo1 cap tién. Khac véi thap
nién 1970, nhiéu ngudi trong thap nién 1950 chap
nhan Phat Gido nhu mdt tha tiéu khién, va khong
tmg dung Phat Gido trong moi mit cta doi song.
Phat Gi1do c6 cung mot su hép dan d6i vdi ca hai
thé hé nay, chinh yéu 1a su phong phu vé triét 1y,
su khoan dung, ph'flm tinh tr bi, va tinh than tu tu
stra, nhung trong thap nién 1950, nguot ta twong
d6i it c6 gang thuc hanh nhitng diéu nay.

Su xuat hién dot ngodt cua cac hoi doan Phat Gido
lam cho xa hoQ1 nghi ngo, du khong gay ra su thu
dich thuc su nao, thi du nhu trong nam 1954 hai

nhan vién cua Cuc Diéu Tra Hinh Su to1 hoi Leo
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Berkeley 1a co that Nguo1 Phat Gido ung hd Cong
San hay khong. Ong lién nhiét thanh trinh bay so
luge giao 1y Phat Gido cho ho, va theo ong thi ho
gan nhu d3 tin theo Phat Gido. Ciing c6 lan mot
nguoi Tin Lanh noi vdi Les Oates rang khong nén
theo mot ton gido nao khac ton giao cua to tién
minh, ong dap rang néu tr xua toi nay moi ngu’(n
déu lam theo diéu nay thi nguoi Uc d3 van la
nhitng tin d6 cta tin ngudng Druid c6 tir thoi xa
xua & Anh Qudc chir khéng phai 1a ngudi Thién
Chtia Gido. Chac chan nguoi Tin Lanh kia di bo
di mot cach buc boi ma khong biét néi gi hon.

Ngay 1 thang hai nam 1955, Pai1 Dtic Narada
Thera t6i Sydney trong mot chuyén thuyét phap
ba thang & Uc. Nam 1951, Ngai da khuyén khich
Leo Berkeley thiét 1ap mot Hoi Phat Gido. Sinh
nam 1898 ¢& Tich Lan, Pai Pic Narada da di
khap thé gidi, va du khong kem hung bién hon U
Thittila, nhung van cO ngudi noéi raing Ngai co
nhtng tinh chat huyén thoai. Luc do bao chi no1
nhiéu Ve viéc Ngai dd mang may nhanh cay Bo
bé dé trong 0 Dai Hoc Berkeley (Berkeley’s?) va
mot s6 “xa lgi” cia Pc Phat dung trong mot hop
giay nhd trén duong téi Viét Nam. O Sydney,
Ngai thuyét phap vé dé tai “Phap Tu Tam” va
“Nghiép Qua” cho hon nam tram thinh gia. Clng

nhu trong chuyén viéng thim cta U Thittila, da
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sO nhitng budi thuyét phap duoc to chirc mién phi
O dai sanh cua HO1 Quan Thong Thién Hoc, vi
vay Leo Berkeley d3a hét long ca ngoi nhiing
ngudi “anh em tinh than” cia ong. Pai Puc
Narada ciing huéng dan thién dinh hai bu6i mdi
tuan va to chirc nhitng cudc tham van riéng ¢ Pai
Hoc Berkeley.

O Melbourne, Pai Puc thuyét phap vé Luan hoi,
Nhan qua, va thuc hanh tu tdp. C6 nhiéu tinh chat
chinh théng hon U Thittila, Ngai bat dau mbi
cudc thuyét phap bang viéc tung niém ma theo
mot ky gia thi “lan ndo ciing dudng nhu sap tré
nén tram bong, nhung khoéng bao gid nhu vay".
Ngai ciing day tiéng Pali, lam 18 vao ngay ram, va
lam 1& cing & mot miéng dat & Templestowe, vira
méi dugc hién cho Hoi. Trong mdt budi 18, Les
Oates doc méy cau Kinh Phap Hoa cua Dai thura,
“vi sy thong nhat cua Phat Giao”, hau qua 1a Dai
Ptric Narada tré vé Sydney sém, noi Ngai “cam
thay chac chan hon vé tinh chat nguyén thily cta
Ho1 Phat Gi1ao".Cudc Viéng tham Melbourne cua
Ngai lam noi 16 thém mot sb tranh chap vé gido
thuyét nhan su va to churc trong Ho1, dua to1 viéc
roi bo HoOi cia mot sb hoi vién quan trong vao
ngay 5 thang 5. Cling nhu ¢ Sydney trong nam
sau do, sy chia ré nay phat sinh tu viéc huong

dung dat cta Hoi, nhung muc dd thi rat khac.
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New South Wales vuot xa Victoria vé su tranh
chap giita nhiing c4 nhan, va khong bao gio dat
duoc su hoa gia1 hoan toan, con ¢ Melbourne thi
day chi 1a mot su ngung tré tam thou.
V61 nhrng hoi vien maot va nang dong nhu thi si
Max Dunn c6 khuynh hudng Thién Tong va
David McKay; mot tin d6 Kim Cwong Thira d3 tur
lau lién lac vo1 W. Y. Evans-Wentz, hoc gia noi
tiéng vé Phat Gido Tay Tang, ching bao lau
nhitng nguoi thudc phai Theravada “chinh thong”
nhu Syd Hill cam théy minh trd thanh thiéu so.
Du la nguot kha chiét trung, Len Bullen cling cho
rang mau sac ton g1ao da xuat hién ¢ trong HO1,
va thé 13 hai nguol dau tién van dong viéc thanh
lap Hoi tach ra lap mot nhom khac lay tén 1a
Trung Tam Théng Tin Phat Gido. Len Bullen ¢o
gang gilt cho nhom nay hoat dong nhu mot phan
phu thudc cua HO1 cho td1 khi 6ng qua do1 vao
nam 1984, nhung nhom nay chua bao gio ¢6 hoat
dong nao dang ké . Ong tiép tuc tlep xuc vo1 Ho,
nhung theo mdt ngudi ban thi chiéu huéng ma
Hoi da di theo 1a “ndi dau ctia doi 6ng”. Mot dicu
lam cho Syd Hill bat mén la chi c6 Les Oates va
David McKay la dugc quyen biét danh tanh cua
vi hién tang dat, theo y muon cua vi nay, va diéu
nay lam cho 6ng quyét dinh roi khoi Hoi, khong
bao gio tro lai. Nhirng ngudl khac ro1 bo Ho1 vi
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khong dong v vé 1¢ phi ¢6 dinh, nhung sau d6 thi
it c6 nhing tranh chap vé tong phai. Mot vién
chitc Mién Pién & Melbourne c6 lan ngd y sé
mua cho Hdéi mot khu dat néu Hoi tuyén bd minh
thuéc phai Theravada, nhung dé nghi nay bi tur
chdi va Hoi van lam theo chinh sach bao dung doi
v6i tat ca cac phai.

Chuyén viéng thim cua Pai Puc Narada ciing
dua tdi viée thanh 1ap Hoi Phat Gido ¢ Tasmania
va viéc cing cd mot hoi d3 c6 tir trude O
Brisbane. Ngai t61 tham Tasmania mot tuan, kich
thich su cht y téi Phat Gido, va dé lai day mot
nhom muodi bay nguodi dau tién. Ho hop mdi
thang mot lan trong nim nim trude khi giai tan.
Vi thi quy dau tién cua Hoi Phat Gido nay 1a Ken
Wriedt, vé sau 1a thu lanh Pang Lao Pong &
Quoc Hoi trong thoi Thu Tudng Whitlam, va thu
lanh d6i lap ¢ Tasmania trong thap nién 1980.
Ong duoc biét vé Phat Gido trong khi 1am nghé
budn ban dudng bién, va sau d6 doc sach cua
Christmas Humphreys. Ken Wriedt van con hanh
thién va xem kinh sach Phat Gido. Ong néi rang
trong chinh tri cia minh c6 nhitng nguyén tic
khoan dung va tu bi cua Phat Gido: ““T01 thich su
hién hoa cua nhitng ¥ niém nay - khong phai 1a
nhitng diéu luat dé nguoi ta phai 1am theo ma cho

phép mo1 nguoi tu tim hi€u theo cach cuia minh”.
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Cudc hop cong cong dau tién cua Hoi Phat Gido
Queensland dugc to chirc ngdy 28 thang 5 nim
1953. Hoi doan nho nay duoc tiép thém sinh luc
boi chuyén viéng thim Uc Chau cua Pai Buc
Narada ma ho da gop phan to chtc, nhung hoi
som suy tan, va chi gdbm mot nhom nguoi tu goi
minh la “nhttng nguo1l ban cua Ho1 Phat Giao".
Sau khi vi sang 13p la 6ng E. V. John Siepen qua
doi vao dau thap nién 1960 thi hoi ciing khong
con. “Nhom Phat Gido Nam Uc” du khong duoc
huong mot cudc thuyét phap nao ciing hoat dong
trong mot thoi gian ngan vao khoang nim 1958,
va xuat ban mot ban tin c6 tén 1a “Gop Nhit Phat
Phap”.

Chuyén di Uc cua Pai Puc Narada duoc tai tro
bo1 moOt cuu hoc sinh truong Makinda, Tilak
Narayaha, dé tudng niém vi Thay cua minh, F. L.
Woodward. Nguoi ta ciing néi nhiéu vé mot tu
vién s& duoc thiét lap ¢ Sydney trong tuong lai
gan ma cac nha budn tra giau ¢ nguoi Tich Lan
da htra vo1 Pai1 DPic Narada la s€ tai tro. Leo
Berkeley no1 vo1 bao “Sydney Morning Herald”
rang: “nhitng thuong gia ndy muon tra lai cho Uc
Chau nhiting gi ma ho da léy ra tu xo nay’.
Graeme Lyall nhan thay vy kién cho rang nguoil
Tich Lan muon giam bot mac cam to1 161 da truc

lg1 nhirng nguo1 uong tra dang thuong cua nudc
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Uc bang cach xay chua cho ho 1a ky cuc. Phi ton
xay dung ngd1 tu vién dugc phong dinh 1a 14,000
bang, va Anthony Miles, dugc coi la tu si Phat
Gido dau tién cia Uc Chau, s& 14 vj try tri.

Anthony Miles la mot sinh vién y khoa nguoi
Anh t6i Uc Chau nim 1950, va da quyet dinh tro
thanh Tang si sau khi doc mot s6 sach vé Phat
G140. La ho1 vién cua HO1 Phat Giao New South
Wales, ong di Tich Lan tho gi61 Ty Khuu voi
phap danh la Anoma Mahinda vao thang 11-
1953. Ong déng gép déu dan nhitng bai rat trong
sang cho tap chi “Buddhist News”, va da viét
cudn sach duoc danh gia cao, “The Blueprint of
Happiness”. Sau d6 ong di Mién Pién va Thai
Lan, va rat noi tiéng ¢ nhitng nudc nay. Thang
hai nim 1957, tap chi “People” cua Uc ding mot
bai vé ong v4i dau dé “Mot Vi Thanh Phat Gido
Ngudi Anh”, néi rang 6ng da “tré thanh mot
trong nhu:ng vi hién gia dugc yéu mén va kinh
trong nhat A Chau”. Thang 7- 1957, mot ban tin
cua thong tan xd AAP-Reuter cho biét 6ng vira
médi cham dat mot ky nhap that bon thang o
“Hang An Tu” trén “Nui Ran”, cach thu d6
Bangkok 130 cay s6 vé hudng Bic, “séng trong
hang cung v4&1 nam tram con doi, may triéu con
kién va mot dan qua”. Nguoi ta noéi rang Quoc
Vuong Thai Lan da dich than ghé tham ong. Vi
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vay cac Phat tir nguoi Uc da néng long cho doi
dai hanh gia Miles tr& vé. Nhung khi ong vé tdi
Sydney thi ho rat bat man vi thay 6ng da roi bo
phai Theravada sau khi gap mot nguoi My tén 1a
Robert Stuart Clifton, va dd mac ca sa cua “B0
Phai Tay Phuong". Duong nhu su thay d6i nay
chua du, thoi gian nhap that don doc o trong hang
c6 18 lam cho 6ng c6 phan loan tri, vi ong tuyén
bd voi bao chi rang kiép truéc minh 13 Vua
Chulalongkorn cua Thai Lan. Ho1 Phat Gido coi
day 1a “ndi dau 16n nhat” ciia minh. Hinh nhu
chang bao lau sau Miles thAn mat v4i Rosaleen
Norton, hoa si “huyén bi” ban cii cua David
Maurice, va c6 hinh chup trong mot bai bao, trén
mot trang 1a hinh ong mac ao Tang si va ¢ trang
ké 1a hinh 6ng mic trang phuc phu thity, dudi dau
dé “Phu Thuy Tha Lanh Cua Hoi Dong Phu Thuy
Uc Chau".

Robert Stuart Clifton, “vi Thay cua Anthony
Miles, that ra d3@ & Uc may tuan trong thang 4-
1956. Ong da theo Thién Téng Tao Pong va Tinh
Do Tong, sang lap “Western Buddhist Order” hay
“Tay Tong” theo duong 16i lién phai vao nim
1951. Tuy nhién 6ng téi Uc Chau trong mau 40
cua Phat Gido Nam Tong Theravada, vl phap
danh Phra Sumangalo va di cung vo1 mot Tang si

cao cap nguoi Thai Lan 1 Phra Dhammadhiraraja
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Mahamuni. O Sydney, Clifton dién thuyét bon
budi ¢ rap Conservatorium, va & Melbourne 6ng
dién thuyét ba budi & Kelvin Hall, v6i sb thinh
gia 1a hon hai traim ngudi. Ong ciing dién thuyét &
Ho1 Thong Thién Hoc Melbourne, kéu go1 cac hoi
vién Thong Thién Hoc trd vé voi chiéu hudng
Phat Gido cta ba Blavatsky. Khi bao chi hoi vé
phuong dién “tho than tarong” cua Phat Gido thuc
hanh, 6ng tra 10i rang tugng Puc Phat dbi voi
nguoi Phat Gido cling giong nhu “tuwong cua
Thuyén Truéng Cook d6i véi nhitng ngudi Uc
yeu nuoc’.

Robert Stuart Clifton da té1 tham St Quan Hoa
Ky mot vai lan, vi vay ma Natasha Jackson cho
rang Ong 1a nhan vién CIA. Theo Natasha Jackson
thi con mot diéu té hai hon nira 1a Clifton di cap
“oigy chtirmg nhan tho gidi Pai thira bat hop phap
cho cac thi chu nam nt cua minh vd1 ve uy
quyén”. Ping 1a 6ng da lam 1& “tho gidi" cho
nam nguoi theo Tay Tong, nhung viéc nay da
duoc 1am trude khi 6ng tdi Uc Chau, va chac
chin da co su chép thuan cua phai Tao Pong ¢
Nhat Ban. Nguoi ta noéi rang vi Su truéng nguoi
Thai da tham du 1é tho giéi ndy, hodc vi khong
ranh tiéng Anh nén di khong biét viéc gi dang
dién ra cho tdi khi da & Uc lau ngay va khi d6
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Ngai dot ngot roi khoi Uc, mang Clifton tré vé
Bangkok dé chiu khién trach.

Robert Stuart Clifton gay cam hing cho Graeme
Lyall va Les Oates ¢ Melbourne thanh 1ap nhiing
Hoi Thanh Nién Phat Tt, véi da so hoi vién 1a
cac sinh vién ngudi A Chau, nhung mdi hoi doan
chi bén dugc mot hay hai nam.

Mot viéc dang ghi nhan khac trong chuyén viéng
thim Uc Chau cua Clifton 12 6ng d3 c6 anh
huong di thuong tdi Tién ST Raymor C. Johnson
thudc Pa1 Hoc Melbourne trong hai lan hai nguol
gip nhau ¢ nha ctia 6ng nay. Johnson rat chu v t6i
“kha nang tam linh” (cac ho1 vién cua HO1 Phat
G1ao nghi Oong thudc hang nguoi “quai dan™), va
ong ta than phuc “quyén ning di thuong “ cla
Clifton t61 muire hal nguol da lién lac voi nhau lau
dai. Két qua 1a Johnson viét mot cudn sach
“nghién ctru tinh chat" cua Clifton c6 tén 1a “The
Light And The Gate”. Johnson con xuat ban sau
tac pham nita vé nghién ctru tam linh va triét hoc
bong Phuong. Cung voi may nguol khac, ong
thiét 14p gido phai khét tiéng “The Family” ma
sau khi 6ng qua do1 nam 1987 da b1 canh sat toi
kham xét.

Clifton 1am 1é tho gidi cho nhan vat noi tiéng cla
dai phat thanh Sydney, Gordon Lishman va vg

cua Ong ta, cung vd&1 Ong ba Chalmers ¢
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Canberra, 1a hai ngud1 vira moé1 thanh 1lap mot Hoi
Phat Gido va mot nhom Thién Tong. Nguoi thir
nam tho gi61 la Max Dunn, tac gia cua khoang
mudi 1dm cudn sach vé tim 1y hoc, may bay, kich
va tho. Cudn “The Oxford Companinon To
Australialan Literature” mo ta ong 1a “mot nguoti
da dang bi mat, va tri thirc dang kham phuc, vo1
boi canh c6 phan khong rd rang". Sinh nim 1895
0 Dublin, Ai Nhi Lan, c6 1& Max Dunn di duoc
biét vé Phat Gido tu thoi con nho qua mot vi giao
vién d3 ting song & An P6 mot thoi gian. Sau khi
phuc vy trong Khong Quan Hoang Gia Anh trong
thé chién thu I, ong to1 Uc Chau nam 1924 sau
khi di qua mién Bac An Do, la no1 ma ong noi
rang minh d3 duogc 1am 1& truyén phap ctia dong
“mi d6” va dong “mil vang” thudc Phat Giado Tay
Tang. Ong ciing nodi rang minh da tham dyu “Phap
Ho6i Nho” véi David Maurice vao nam 1925, Vé
su that ctia nhitng 101 noéi nay thi theo mot s6 ban
cua ong, Max Dunn “thuong hay théu dét qua
khtr ciia minh”, va c6 18 diéu nay lién quan tdi
chimg bénh dong kinh ctia 6ng. Ong 1a nguoi “cé
nhiéu tinh cach khac nhau", mdi tinh cach c6 mot
net tho riéng. Nguoi ta blet la sau khi quan ly
nhitng phong trién 1dm my thuat, viét bai cho bao
chi, va cling co lan d3 tim cach tu ti, ong danh tat

ca cho viéc lam tho vao nam 1945. Cong vi€c nay
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hau nhu chi du song, va 6ng phai nuong tua nhiéu
vao nhirng ngudi ban lang tir “bohemian”, nhirng
ban van chuong va nhiing nguoi ban cii theo
Cong San va theo gido phai Unitarian. Néu co
nhitng dé tai Phat Gido trong nhitng bai tho thudc
thoi ky dau cua 6ng thi nhitng dé tai nay khong
dugc trinh bay rd rang, nhung trong bai “La
Ngoc” 1am nam 1952 nguoi ta thay cd ¥ tudng
ham mo thi ca Trung Hoa:

“Nhirng dan chim bay qua trén troi,

Mot dam may troi. T6i ngdi mot minh

V61 dinh nti Chim Ting trén kia.

Chung t61 khong bao gid chan nhau, ni va
to1”.
Harold Stewart va Max Dunn quen biét nhau vi
cung la hdi vién cua HO1 Phat Giao Victoria,
nhung vé mit thi ca cling nhu tinh khi thi ho 1a
hai thai cuc, voi tinh hién dai va 16i séng cua
Dunn ma Stewart rat kiéng ky.
Max Dunn tham du cudc hop dau tién cta minh
& Hoi Phat Gido vao thang 10 nam 1954, va roi
vGi sy hd tro cia Les Oates va Len Henderson,
ong dugc bau lam chu tich Hoi vao céi ngay dinh
ménh co sy bung nod gilta cac phai tranh chap
nhau, ngay 5 thang 5 nam 1955. C6 mot diéu hién
nhién 14 6ng theo Thién Tong, va vi vy ma ong
da di tr v tho kiéu Trung Hoa t&i nhitng cau tho
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kiéu cong an Thién, thi du nhu “T6i nhay mua
trude khi co hai chan”. Tac pham noi tiéng nhat
cua Oong “Chan Dung Mot Xt S¢” (Potrait of a
country) dugc so sanh v&i bai tho “Pat
Hoang”(Waste Land) cua thi si nguol Anh, T.S.
Eliot, rang nguoi ta dan dan tiép nhan nhiing dic
tinh cia X ma minh sinh song, “cho t6i khi doi
vo1 nha dia Iy hoc cua linh hon, dat va nguol tro
thanh biéu tuong ciia nhau”. Giai phap Phat Gido
cua Ong danh cho cai ma Patrick White goi la
“Hu Khong Léon Uc Chau" duoc trinh bay rd nhat
trong bai “Chudi Ngoc Cua Bipankara” va bai
“Pi Vao Quang Minh”, dugc in moi cdu mot
trang v6i sO in gidi han vao cudi nim 1955 dé
mung viéc ong sap duogc tho gidi Ty khuu Thién
Tong.

“Hay co1 chan khong

Von 1a dat, hat giéng, hoa va trai cua van vat,

Ma lai khong b1 g161 han bo1 danh Sac,

Yén lang hon nti1 truée khi binh minh,

Lang 1€ hon su lang I€ sau nhirng am thanh

Hay y nghi yén lang.

Chi c6 cai khong hoan hao méi chuyén dong:

Hay coi con ngudi, hat cat di chuyén trong
thoi gian,

Vong tuong cuay,
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Sa mac c¢6 don cuay.

Nhung nguot da to1 thi da vuot qua

Ao anh cia ai, va thi, cta thi va phi.

Quan sat chan khong,

Khong c¢6 su trong rong”.
Ngay ca nhitng nguo1 ban khong theo Phat Giao
cua Max Dunn cling nghi rang, viéc tho gidi cua
ong la mot su on dinh hoa, va ho sung suong khi
thay 6ng “hoan hy budc vao do1 song cua mot
bac cao trong”. Ong d3 ding ky tu si kip lic dé
tré thanh nguoi dau tién duogc chinh thie chi dinh
lam tuyén uy Phat Gido trong mot Thé Van Hoi.
Bao chi ¢ Melbourne ghi nhan su kién nay, vi
nguoi ta nhan thay rang ¢t muoi van dong vién
tham dy Thé Van Hoi thi co it nhat mot nguot1 la
tin d6 Phat Gido. Trong may nam cudi doi ong
thiét 1ap “Hoc Vién Thién Tong Uc Chau" &
Richmond, gom mot thu vién nhd, phong nghién
ctiu, va di€n tho, nhu mot so s¢ phu thudéc Hoi
Phat Gido. Ong dién thuyét vé Phat Gido cho Hoi
Pong Gido Duc Trang Nién va cac hoi doan khac,
to chic nhitng “khda hudng dan riéng”, di thim
nguoi bénh va ngudi gia nhu mot phan cia “Dich
Vu Phat Giao Tai Nhé” Mot ngudt ban go1 Ong
la nguo1l “da to1 nor”, va diéu nay duoc phan
chiéu trong mot s6 bai thor sau cung cua ong:

“Tdi ca tung chan Iy vdi moi va mat cudi
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Am nhac cua cai hién tai"

Ong qua doi vao ngay 4 thang 9 nim 1963.

Vio thang 5 nam 1956, vai tuan sau khi Clifton di
khoi, U Thittila tré lai Uc Chau, viét bai phat
thanh va dién thuyét true nhimg cir toa ¢6 khi
dong to1 tam tram nguol. Cing nhu chuyen viéng
tham Uc trude, chuyén nay cé su phoi hop cong
viéc cua David Maurice, bay gi0 1a mot vién chire
cao cap trong chinh phtt Mién Pién. La nguoi tng
ho manh mé “Chu Nghia Xa HO1 Phat Giao" cua
Mién Dién, Maurice soan nhirng bai dién vin cho
ban cua minh 1a thu tuéng U Nu, va ong cling co
mot anh huong nao d6 d6i voi U Thant, tong thu
ky Lién Hiép Qubc. Nam 1954, khi Thai Lan vao
gid chot quyét dinh khoéng tham du 1& Phat Pan
do thu tudng U Nu bao trg, ong dugc cir lam st
gia cua chinh phi Mién Pién ¢ Thai Lan. Nguoi
ta cho rang trong vai tro trung gian, dng da thuyét
phuc dugc vi Tang Poan Truong cua Phat Gido
Thai Lan thay d6i quyét dinh ctia minh. C6 18 vi
thanh cong nay ma cling trong nam do chinh phu
Mién Pién d3 ting 6ng huy chuong cao quy
“Wunnakyawhtin”, c6 nghia 1a “nguo1 hoat dong
xuat sac vi loi ich cta nguoi khac”. Nhung vai tro
chinh yéu cta ong trong chinh phu Lién Bang
Mién Pién 1a trudng ban dich thuit kinh dién Pali
sang tiéng Anh cho Hoi Pong Phat Gido. Véi but
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danh Mién Pién, U Ohn Ghine, ong ciing 1a chu
but cua tap chi “Anh Sang Gido Phap”, xuat ban
tac pham Phat Gido bing tiéng Anh dugc phan
phdi rong rdi nhat thé gidi. Ong con 1a phd chu
tich Hoi Phat Tt Toan Cau duogc thanh lap ¢ Hoa
Ky vao dau thap nién 1950. Khi nha xuat ban
Rider & London dé nghi dng viét mot cudn hoi ky
thi dng tir chdi, nhung 6ng dua cho ho xuat ban
cudn “Su Tu Hong”, gom nhitng ban dich kinh
dién Pali ctia 6ng. Ong trd vé Uc Chau nam 1959
va bi cudng bach phai roi Mién Pién khi “mot
cuu nhan vién buu chinh thudng ban tem thu cho
t6i 0 quay trd thanh Tudéng Ne Win va giai tan
chinh phu”. Nguoi1 thay ong gitt chirc vu chu but
to “Anh Sang Gido Phap” 1a ngudi ban cta U
Thittila.
Nam 1954, Maurice khuyén chinh phi Mién Pién
tai trg 10 phi cho mot nguo1 ban khac 1a Syd Hill
dé Uc Chau c6 dai biéu cta minh & cudc Két Tap
Tht Sau duogc to chitc ¢ thu d6 Rangoon. Hill
giao tiép than mat vdi mot s6 ngudi Cambodia &
cuoc Két Tap, va vao thang 8 nam 1955 Ong tho
2101 Sa D1 ¢ Phnom Penh, thu d6 cua Cambodia.
Pay 1a trudng hop c6 thé dugc kiém chung dau
tién mot nguoi sinh ra tai Uc Chau trd thanh tu s
Phat Giao, va ong da ludon luon mac ao ca sa
trong mot nam. Vi biét néi tiéng Phap nén ong
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khong gip kho khin ndo trong viéc truyén thong
vo1 nguo1 Cambodia, nhung 6ng chi dugc ho coi
nhu moét “man trinh dién phu”, voi nhiéu nguoi tir
khap ving kéo ti dé ngd ong. Ong ciing hoi bat
man vi bi loi dung dé day tiéng Anh cho sau tram
tu si & tu vién. La nguoi thuc tién, giong nhu
Maurice, ong co6 qua nhiéu tinh ddc lap, dé lam
mot ngudi Pong Phuong gid hiéu, khac véi nhicu
nguoil Uc Phat Gido ngay nay, ong khong nguong
Vi nguon goc van hoa ciia minh méot chut ndo, 6ng
noi1 rang viec Me ong gui cho ong ban thanh tich
ctia doi bong Collingwood mdi tuan khong co gi
1a ky cuc ca. Syd Hill luon ludn 1a tin dd Phat
G140 trung thanh, du khong ¢6 lién hé gi voi cac
ho1 doan Phat Giao.
C6 it nhat 1a bon nguoi Uc tho gido trong nim
1956, trc nam 2500 Phat Lich. Ha1 hdi vién cua
Hoi1 Phat Giao Victoria la Bob Shackleton va
Fred Whittle da lam Tang si truée khi b1 bénh,
mot nguol dugc nam thang va nguoi kia duogc
muo1 hai thang. Fred Whittle cung Iuc 1a hd1 vién
cua HO1 Tam Linh Hoc, HO1 Thong Thién Hoc va
cac ho1 Phat Giao, da co6 nhtrng lac lam chu tich
ciia nhitng hoi nay, va nhu vay co thé coi con
nguodi ong 1a toan thé lich st Phat Gido ¢ Uc
Chau, ké tr W. H Terry trong thap nién 1880.
Ong 14 noi hoi tu tat ca gido 1y ctia nhitng hoi
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doan do, va theo 101 cac ban cua Ong thi 6ng co
mot kha ning hiém c6 1a phan loai nhimng v tudng
cua minh tuy theo cac loai cu toa, vi vay ong rét
han hoan khi dién thuyét & Hoi Phat Gido vé dé
tai con nguoi khong coé “linh hon”. Va sau do
dién thuyét & Hoi Thong Thién Hoc vé diéu
nguoi ta co thé co tdi bay 16p hon via! Ong tho
gi61 Sa D1 ¢ chua cua Dai Duc Narada ©
Colombo, Tich Lan truéc khi di Mién DPién tham
du khoa thién cua Mahasi Sayadaw. O day, glong
nhu Shackleton, dng cam thay mot su di biét vé
van hoa nao do, va co 1€ da mung khi bénh ticu
héa mang lai cho 6ng mot cai ¢d dé rat lui.

Trong s6 nhitng ngudi Uc gia nhap Tang doan &
Pong Nam A thi dang ké nhat 1a truong hop hai
vo chong Lishman, quyét dinh bo tic cho Thién
Tong cua ho vdi viée tho gionr Theravada. Sau khi
ban ngoi1 nha & North Shore, ho ra di vao thang
10 nam 1956, va dugc dang tin trén bao vol dau
d¢ 16n: “Nhan Vién Dai Phat Thanh Tré Thanh
Tu Si Phat Gi14ao". Joyce Lishman du dinh s€ hoat
dong & Indonesia trong hai nam, con Gordon
Lishman thi s& tho gidi & mién Bac Thai Lan. Sau
khi tho gidi it lau ong lam mot “chuyén thuyét
phap ting tién” vdi mot thong dich vién. Nhat
bao “Sydney Morning Herald” goi day la “Su
Mang Phat Gido Ctia Cip Vo Chong Nguoi Uc”
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dau tién & hai ngoai, nhung hoat dong nay cham
dut trong su that vong sau ba hay bon thang.
Gordon Lishman néi rang nguoi Thai Lan chi
quan tAm téi “1¢ nghi va hinh thirc bén ngoai, nhu
tung niém, tranh tugng Phat, nhirng ngo1 chua
trang tri cau ky”. Ong ciing thay ky ludt tu vién
khéng thich hop véi minh. “Ky luat 1a diéu rat
tot, nhung s& c6 luc ngudi ta tu tréi budc minh
vao ky luat”. Vg ong tur Indonesia t61 Bangkok
khi ong dang lam cong viéc quang cdo cho mot
cong ty stra.
Tap chi “Buddhist News” ma Lishman d3 c6 lan
lam cha bat duoc doi tén thanh “Metta” (T Bi)
vao thang nam 1955. Natasha Jackson nhan chirc
vu chil bat trong thang 11 nam 1955,véi sO ban
giam dan, nim sau d6 c6 mot ngudi ban tu
Queensland td1, do la Charles F. Knight, nguoi
ma Natasha Jackson di truyén gido 1y Phat Gido
khi ba di nghi he ¢ d6 vao nam 1954. Cung voi
nhau, hai ngudi hoat ddng gan nhu toan thoi gian
cho Phat Gido Uc Chau cho t6i ndm 1971.
Charles F. Knight sinh nam 1890 ¢ mot nong trai
& Gippsland, va trude khi 6ng di Au Chau chién
dau trong thé chién thir I, mét nguol thuoc Hoi
Tam Linh Hoc noi rang mot 6ng bac da qua doi
ctia dng nhd nguoi d6 chuyén 10i tién tri rang ong
s& bi thuong ning. Vé sau, ong thé 1a diéu nay da
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xay ra dung nhu vay, vi khi tham du cudc do bo &
Gallipoli, Thé Nhi Ky vao nguoi 25 thang 4 nim
1915, 6ng b1 tring manh dan, nhitng manh vai ao
vui vao lung cuia ong va khong dugc 1ay ra bang
giai phau cho tdi cudi thap nién 1960. Nguoi ta
ndi rang vét thuong dau dén nay lam cho 6ng chu
y toi Phat Giao Theravada voi gido 1y chinh yéu
“doi 1a kho”.
Charles Knight con la dai dién cong doan Puong
Sat Queensland. Ngudi ta duge biét éng ciing ¢o
lac di truyén dao ¢ vung rumg nui, nhung ong da
that vong voi Thién Chua Gido sau khi bi khién
trach vi da chon mot nguon ty tir trong nghia dia
cua nha tho. Hodac do viéc nay hoac vi bi dau tim
nang vao nam 1946, ong da de la1 ta1 san cho vo
va con gai 0 Bundaberg roi song nhu mot an si &
mién Bac Queesland. Trong mot thoi gian ong
khong so hiru mot vat nao ca va khong mac quan
40, nhung dan dan ong tro lai vo1 doi song van
minh, luc dau 1a trao d6i vé 6¢ véi nhitng nha suu
tam nao di1 to1 bai blen cO quanh cua ong. Trong
sO nhitng nha suu tam vo Oc ndy c6 mot ba tu got
minh la nha nhuyén thé hoc, vi dd c6 mot so vo
6c duoc dit tén theo tén cua ba, do 1a Natasha
Jackson. Chac chan ba d3 néi Charles Knight 1a
theo Phat Gido thi viéc ong tir bo doi song gia
dinh 13 viéc hoan toan ty nhién. Nhung néu vay
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thi “hanh xa ly” ndy cia 6ng da that bai, vi it lau
sau Natasha Jackson moi ong tdi Sydney song o
nha cua ba ¢ Anzat Porade, Kensington. Charles
Knight 13 nguoi dé mén, nhung 6ng c6 “lop vo
cirng’’ tral ngugc vo1 ca tinh cua Natasha Jackson,
vi vay lién hé cua hai nguoi da luon luén kho
khan. Tuy nhi€n, 6ng nhan dugc tién tro cép xa
ho1, va vo1 nang luc chung cua hai nguo1, ho hoat
dong dé truyén ba loa1 Phat Gido cua ho. Ho danh
dau giai doan tir 1956 téi 1971 véi c4 tinh manh
mé ctia ho dé roi ba truc xuat 6ng khoi Hoi sau
khi mot vy bat hoa nita xay ra trong Ho1.
Theo cach nhin cta da s6 nguoi Phat Gido Uc thi
16i tlep can cua ho 1a mot giai doan ma Phat Giao
Tay Phuong phai trai qua trong tién trinh thich
tmg vé mit van hoa ciia minh. Charles Knight va
Natasha Jackson tuyén bd rang ho con cé nhiéu
tinh chat Theravada hon nhtng nguo1 Theravada
cua Dong Nam A, nhung diéu ma ho thuc su
cong hién 1a dién dich Phat Gido mot cach hién
dai. Nam 1957, Knight d3 di xa téi muic viét cho
Dai Ptic Narada (mot trong nhitng ngudi ¢ tham
quyén nhat thé giéi vé gido thuyét Theravada) dé
ndi rang mot trong nhiing tap gisi thiéu Phat Gido
cua Dai Duc ¢6 nd1 dung “khdng phu hop voi
Gi4o Phéap thuan tiy” va do d6 nhitng ban in cua
tap g161 thieu nay ma Pai Bic g1 cho HO1 da
153



duogc dua thang téi “nha may lam bot gidy”.
Malcolm Pearce, chu tich cua HO1 vao nam 1988,
mo ta nhiing bai dién thuyét cua Natasha Jackson
la “mdt su trinh bay hap dan vé gido thuyét
Theravada cai cach, nhan manh téi nhiing diém
duy ly, vO than (atheism), va phé binh xdy dung".
Giong nhu nhiéu nguo1 thot do, ho cot Phat Giao
la mot su chién thing cua chu nghia duy 1y, va
dung Phat Gido nhu vo khi dé da kich Thién
Chta Gido. Pay la 16i tiép can duogc tri thirc hoa
mot cach manh me, ra sic chirng minh réng Phat
G1ao hoan toan phu hop vo61 tu duy khoa hoc.
Nam vao truyén thong duy 1y va thuc tién trong
Kinh Kalama (Kalama Sutra), ho giam thiéu
phuong dién t6n gido ctia Phat Gido dé 1am noi
bat su khac bi¢t gitra Phat Gido va Thién Chua
Gido. Natasha Jackson coi Puc Phat 1a mot triét
gia duy ly, giong nhu Socrates cua Hy Lap, va
mdt nha cai cach xa hoi. Ba tan cong dir do1 loai
Phat Gido tinh cam, nghi t61 chuyén tu b1 vt loai
vat trong khi nguoi ta dang phai chiu dau kho va
dang bi boc 10t, va ba tuyét doi khong c6 lién hé
nao vo1 loa1r Phat Giao Thong Thién Hoc, khong
ca voi nhitng gido thuyét “dang nghi” nhu thuyét
luan hoi.

TAt nhién, su hudng ngoai chua chat va su chu

trong v€ nhan ban nay phat xuat tr chu nghia xa
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ho1 cua ba. Nhan vat ly tuéong cua ba la Ashoka,
v1 vua Phat Giao vi dai ¢o tu tuong cai cach, con
16i song an dat cia cac Ty khuu thi ba khong
thich, va coi hg 1a “nhugc di€ém cta Phat Gido".
Vi vy ma ba chong la1 nhiing chuyén viéng tham
cua cac Tang si, cho rang ho s& gay Xuc dong va
“syr troi day cua nhirng phan tr xau”. Nguoi Uc
c6 nhitng diéu kién tot hon nguoi A Chau dé
truyén ba Gido Phap, vi “sy hiéu biét cta tri ning
Tay Phuong thi gia tr1 hon kha nang tung Kinh
Tir Bi bang tiéng Pali”. Véi khuynh huéng chong
2101 2140 si nhu vay, d6i véi ba y toeong xay mot
tu vién cho cac Tang st 1a chuyén vo ly, vi nguot
Uc Chau sé& “thac mac va nghi ngo nhirng nguol
nao khong tu kiém song bang strc luc cua chinh
minh”, va trong bat ctr trudng hop nao cac Tang
si cling co thé thay minh “bi bat vi toi vo gia cu,
vo nghé nghiép”. Néu c6 nhiing “ngudi song nho
tam linh” ¢ xa ho1 ta1 nhirng cudc hop cua Ho1 dé
trinh bay nhiing y tuong hoa my cia minh vé
Phat Gido va cac tu si Phat Gido thi ba nghi rang
cach tét nhét dé stra chita ho 1a “tir ch6i”. Ba con
cho rang giong nhu mlnh “Purc Phat khong chiu
noi nhimg ké vé van”. Nhiing bai viét cia ba
trong tap chi “Metta” thuong ca tung “nhirng
nguoi tién phong can dam trong viéc vach tran
nhitng sai lam ctia xa hoi", tir triét gia nguoi Phap
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Voltaire cho t&i triét gia ngudi Anh Bertrand
Russel, so voi ho thi nhiéu nguoi Phat Gido chi la
“nhitng con ctru”. Khau hiéu cua ba 1a “Phé Binh
Cao Hon”, va cham ngodn cua ba la mdt cau cua
thi si triét gia nguoi My Emerson: “Co hai con
duong danh cho tam tri: su that va ngung suy
nghi. M6i ngudi hdy tiy ¥ chon mot. Khong bao
gid ¢6 thé co ca hai”. Tuy nhién, da so nguoi Phat
Giao thuong cho rang ngudi ta khong thé co diéu
nay ma khong cé diéu kia.
Ban dau, Phat Gido phat sinh tir truyén théng
chiém niém, hay tham thién trong rimg ctia Kinh
Upanishad cua An Gido. Nhu vay, lo1 day cua
Dtrc Phat trong Kinh Kalama rang dung tin bat ct
diéu gi cho toi khi chinh minh chting nghiém va
thay d6 1a su that, dugc dua ra cung voi viéc hanh
thién mot cach tinh tAn. Mait khac, Natasha
Jackson, Charles Knight, va nhiéu ngudi Phat
Gido Tay Phuong khac nghi rang khi Puc Phat
néi “chi c¢6 nguodi khén ngoan méi hiéu duoc
Gido Phap” thi d6 1a Ngai muodn noéi téi nhimg
nguoi doc sach nhiéu. Jackson bat dau theo Phat
Giao trong tudi ndm muoi, con Knight thi trong
tudi sau muoi, nghién ctru co 1€ day 1a mot loa
Phat Gido ngdi ghé banh doc sach. Natasha
Jackson hiéu “chanh niém” 1a “suy nghi rd rang",
va ba khong c6 thoi gio danh cho viéc hanh thién.
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Doi v6i nhitng nguoi cho rang thién 1a dé tai hap
dan nhat cua Phat Gido, ba luon luén khuyén rang
muén vuot 1én trén 1y tri thi trude hét phai phat
trlen mot 1y tri dang dé vuot 1én trén”. Ba nghi
rang nguoi ta nén thuc hanh tron ven bay diéu
dau tién cta Bat chanh dao trude khi thyc hanh
chanh dinh. Vé cau hoi di c6 ai dat “gidc ngod"
chua thi cau tra 10i cua ba 1a “khong biét”.
L4i tiép can Phat Gido cua Leo Berkeley thi co
tinh cach truc giac hon nhiéu. Gidong nhu Marie
Byles va mot s6 hoi vién ban dau khac, 6ng quan
tAm nhat t4i thién dinh, phdi hop voi mot chut
doc kinh sach va di rung (bushwalking). Vi vay
vao thang 6 nam 1955, dng t0 chirc mot “quy tin
dung tu vién” dé co tién xay dung mot Thién
vién. Vao cudi nam do, Marie Byles tim théy mot
khu dat 1.8 mau véi canh rung tho mong o
Pennant Hills, khong xa ng61 nha cua ba. Viéc
mua khu dat véi gia 450 bang duogc tuyén bo
trong mot cudc hop dac biét cua Ho1 vao thang
giéng 1956, va mo1 nguoil cam on ba da lam thu
tuc mua dat. Ho nghi réng Thién vién sé& duoc
thiét 1ap & d6, vi Anthony Miles hay mot Tang
si tru tri nao khac tung kinh va hudng dan hanh
thién. Nhung Natasha Jackson di c6 v kién khac,
va khu dat tro thanh noi tap trung nhitng dac biét
16n vé ca nhan, 2140 thuyét va chinh tri.
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Noi chung thi nhiing nguoi duy 1y véi duong 16i
tri thirc ctia ho chong lai nhitng ngudi ¢6 khuynh
hudng thuc hanh tu tap quan tam hon td1 phuong
dién ching nghiém ban than cua Phat Gido.
Natasha Jackson khong thich tu vién v61 nhirng tu
sT va nhitng khoa thién, nhung ba che gidu diéu
nay biang cach néi rang Hoi chi c¢6 khoang mot
tram ho1 vién thi khong thé thuc hién mot chuong
trinh 16n nhu vay. Khi U Thittila bao cao voi
Mién Pién rang Phat Gido Uc Chau dang phat
trién manh, ba da to ring 10i noi cia 6ng khong
phai 13 “chanh ngii”. Nén mong tri thirc ctia Hoi
chua duoc thiét lap tron ven, vi vay ba cling dac
biét t0 Leo Berkeley 1a “hang hai mot cach sai
lJam". Leo Berkeley d3 dung nhiéu tién dé mua
khu dat, nhung su quang dai ctia 6ng chi lam cho
Natasha Jackson buc b1, vi vao nam 1956 Leo
Berkeley dang tré thanh ngudi giau nhat Sydney
(ndm 1987 doanh nghiép ctia gia dinh 6ng thu vé
it nhat 1a bay muoi triéu d6 la Uc), va Natasha
Jackson co1 ong la mot quai vat tu ban. Trong
mot bai1 cua tap chi “Metta”, ba da kich nhiing
“Phat Tu gao™ chi coi1 trong nhirng nguo1 giau co,
nhu vay ba 4am chi nhiéu ngudi téi hop ¢ nha cia
Leo Berkeley chi vi nghi to1 bira ti€c ma ho s€
duoc huong sau cudc hop.
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C6 nhitng nguoi trong Hoi nhd rang ba da dit ra
nhirng diéu luat kiém duy¢€t ¢ nhirng cudc hop hoi
dong tri sy dé cam Loe Berkeley noi véi bao chi
ma khong co sy chap thuan cua HO1 trude, va ba
thuong 0 gang hét stc van dong mo1 nguol
chong lai diéu ma ba goi 1a duong 16i doc tai cua
Berkeley. Ba noi v6i Berkeley vé doi tu ciia minh
vO1 nhitng chuyén ludn luon lam cho 6ng kho
chiu khi co su hién dién cua ba, va lai con budc
toi vo cua Ong tu ¥ dung tién trong két sat cua
Hoi. Leo Berkeley noi rang vi nhitng “hanh vi
nho mon” nhu vay, long nhiét thanh cua 6ng danh
cho Hoi dan dan suy giam. Nhiéu nim sau d6
Natasha Jackson cong nhan la da c6 mot ké hoach
“loa1 bo Leo”, nhung khong nhan 1a minh lién
can gi toi ké hoach nay. Leo Berkeley van ¢ trong
Ho1, nhung chi thinh thoang tham du mot cudc
hop, nhudng cong viec quan tr1 Ho1 cho “nhi dau
ché” Jackson-Knight. Trong mot cudc hop véi
tinh vo chinh phtl ciia ba, Marie Byles dé nghi
“ctr dé cho Hoi suy tan, con cac hoi vién thi hop
khong chinh thitc v6i nhau”. Sy viéc d3 dién ra
ding nhu vay. Vo chong Berkeley, Penrose,
Marie Byles, Graeme Lyall, va nhing nguo1
khac, chan ngan nhirng chuyén tranh chap va 16i
quan tri doc doan trong hoi, van tiép tuc hop déu

dan ¢ nha riéng cua ho dé tham thién cung vol
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nhau. Trong tap chi “Metta”, Natasha Jackson
viét rang “mot s6 nguoi thudc thanh phan lung
lay d3 roi bé ching ta dé tim sy an tinh tAm tri
cua ho ¢ no1 khac”. Tuy nhién, ho da mang theo
v&i ho nhiéu nang luc von di duoc tich luy tu
1952 t&1 1956, va trong nam 1957 mot ky tap chi
“Metta” d3 khong dugc xudt ban vi thicu tai
chinh. Su chia r& nay ning né téi muc cho tbi
ngdy nay Hoi Phat Gido New South Wales van
chura hoan toan hoi phuc.

Leo Berkeley van nghi toi viée 1ap tu vién trén
khu dat & Pennant Hills, nhung Natasha Jackson
va Charles Knight do1 ong phai nhuong chu
quyén dat cho Hoi, va tiép theo sau dé 1a mot
cudc tranh chap vé phap 1y kéo dai trong nim
nim. R6t cudc nim 1961 Leo Berkeley dua gidy
cht quyén cho Hoi sau khi ho doa dua vy nay ra
toa. Marie Byles dd bao dam rang ong la chu
nhan hgp phap cua khu dat, nhung 6ng muon
tranh viéc 1am xau danh nghia Phat Gido & toa an.
Malcolm Pearce luc do theo phe Jackson va
Knight ciing néi rang sau may nim ong da nhan
ra day “chinh la mot hanh dong an cap” va ho da
tur col minh co quyen st dung khu dat

Nam 1963, khu dat von da duoc xép vao hang
“Vanh Dai1 Xanh” nay dugc d6i thanh hang “Phat

Trién Tam Tho1”, va mo1 nguo1 tranh luan voi
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nhau 1a Hoi c6 nén ban khu dat hay khong. Marie
Bbyles huy dong nhiing nguo1 ban di rung va bao
ton sinh thai ciia minh dé chong lai nhiing nguoi
thuoc phe phat trién, va Leo Berkeley khuyén
khich moi nguoi gia nhap Hoi Phat Gido dé co
thém “nhan s6”. Tuy nhién khong viéc nao thanh,
thi du nhu Graeme Lyall da phai nop don xin gia
nhap ho1 lai. Trong truong hop cua Marie Byles
thi Natasha Jackson gur1 mot buc thu truc xuat ba
khoi Hoi. Co 18 Marie byles 1a nguoi dau tién va
doc nhat trén thé gidi bi truc xuat khoi mot hoi
doan Quaker cling nhu mot Ho1 Phat Giao. Trong
nhtrng nam sau do, nhu dugc trinh bay trong tap
chi “Metta”, tinh trang ctia Hoi da di toi chd “bat
budc phai” ban khu dat cho mot cong ty phat trién
nha dat. Marie Byles va nhom ban ctia ba d3 stng
sot khi thay khu dat dugc ban cho Coéng Ty
Hooker vo1 gia muoi ngan bang, hon hai muoi
lan tién mua khu dat cia Leo Berkeley. Khéi can
phai no1 Ia Ho1 Phat Gidao Victoria da strng so khi
trong théy nhitng hoat dong cua HO1 Phat Gido
New South Wales.
Natasha Jackson c6 strc manh tri thitc dang ké, va
c6 phong cach xuat sac khong kém Marie Byles,
nhung ba khong phai l1a loai nguo1 dam trach mot
hoi doan, cang khong thé dam nhiém mot Hoi
Phat Gido. C6 mot s6 hoi vién khac bi ba truc
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xuat khoi Hoi chi vi da khong cung v kién vai ba.
Du ba d3 cong hién hai muoi nim trong doi cua
minh cho HO{1 nhung khi nhin la1 tr thap nién
1980 ngudi ta khong thé nao khong di t6i két luan
1a ba cling da 1am hai Hoi trong nhiéu cach.

T6i ndm 1975 thi chinh ba bi day ra khoi Hoi va
nhu vay danh dau su cham dut mot gial doan ntra
trong lich sir Phat Gido ¢ Uc Chau. Nhiéu ngudi
cam thay co 1& day 1a nghiép qua xau cua Natasha
Jackson. Trong th3p nién 1980, nhiing nguoi
giong nhu ba cé khuynh hudéng khong gia nhap
mot hd1 doan Phat Giao nao ca. Mot nguo1 ban
than cua ba, Paul Boston, bay gio la Pai Dtc
Dhammika thudc Theravada, nghi ring “ba co
nhiéu cam tinh véi mot s phuong dién ciia Phat
G1ao0, nhung xet cho cung thi ba khong bao gio
thuc sy 1a tin d6 Phat Gido". Tat nhién ngudi ta
khoé co thé xac dinh “Phat Gido thuc sy” nghia 1a
gi, nhung c6 diéu chiac chan 1a Phat Gido co to
chitc & Uc Chau trudc dau thap nién 1970, sau
khi ty g& minh ra khoi Thong Thién Hoc, da
thuong tré nén rat giong mot Hoi Nhan Ban hay
Duy Ly.

Chuong 4
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Trong sen trén tang da
(Lich Su Phat Giao Uc Chdu, giai doan tw
1956-1971)

Mot Thién su Nhat Ban co 1an so sanh viéc
truyén ba Phat Giao 6 My trong nhimg nam gitra
hai thé chién véi viéc trong hoa sen trén mot tang
da. Hoa sen dugc dua dén Uc Chau vao gitra thap
nién 1950, nhung ngay sau khi sap sitra bam ré
sau thi nd lai héo tan vi su ran vo trong ca hai Hoi
Phat Gido ¢ Victoria va & New South Wales. Mo61
truong cling bdng nhién trd nén kho can va khong
chiu tiép nhéan, vi 1y tudng sau thé chién thir II
nay d3 suy giam, va su xuat hién cia truyén hinh
da giét chét nhicu to chirc x3 hoi va ton gido co
nho. Nh1eu nguol da ro1 bo, va d6i véi nhiing
nguol van con cam hoa sen tal cho thi lai c6 mot
diéu dang bat man vao cudi thap nién 1950, do la
khong co ai dat “giac ngd", va da s6 nhitng nguoi
tho gi61 ¢ A Chau tré vé di bj bénh hoic hoi loan
tri.
Natasha Jackson da phé binh Leo Berkeley la
“chu trong vao phuwong dién xa hoi mot cach thadi
qud”, nhung sau khi dng cat dat lién hé vai Hoi
thi s6 hoi vién d3 giam xudng toi muirc c6 khi chi
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cO ba nguol tham du nhiing cudc hop. Vi vay
Jackson va Knight da phai xay dung la1 Ho1 cua
ho gan nhu tir nhirng budc dau tién. Leo Berkeley
d3 bat man voi Phat Gido ¢ to chirc, nhung 6ng
van tra phi ton di chuyén cho chuyén viéng tham
Uc Chau nam 1958 cta Pai Puc Narada trong nd
luc han gan nhiing ran v& giita hai phe tranh chap
nhau ¢ Sydney. T cudc viéng thim ctia Robert
Stuart Clifton, vo chéng Chalmer ¢ Canberra da
dé nghi 1ay hoi doan nho cua ho 1am co sé cho
mot Hiép Hoi Phat Gido Uc Chau, véi Tu Vién
trung tam la mot khu dat ma ho da hién cho Hoi,
nhung Charles Knight va Natasha Jackson cho
rang chuyen vieng tham cua DPai DPuc Narada
duoc t6 chic véi y dinh la dé thuc hién nhirng
diéu nay, va nhu vay dia vi cua ho s€ tr¢ nén
khong can thiét nita. Theo nhirng ngudi thudc
“phe” Berkeley thi Natasha Jackson da rat kich
dong va cang chong lai y dinh thanh 1ap Tu Vién
dir do1 hon, vi vay theo 101 Dai Duc Narada nor
v6i Les Oates thi so v6i chuyén viéng thim 1955,
lan nay Ngai thay Hoi Phat Gido Victoria rat
nhiét thanh don tiép minh.
Jackson va Knight giam dugc moi lo ngai vi mol
dé nghi thanh lap Hiép Hoi déu “chét tir trong
treng nudc”’, nhung gid1 Phat Giao van duoc
nghe no1 1a cac tu si s€ khong dugc Ho1 Phat Giao
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New South Wales dén tiép. Vi vy nhiing chuyén
viéng tham hiém hoi trong thap nién 1960 khong
lam cho Natasha Jackson lo ngai nhung c6 1€ da
gay nhiéu tro ngai cho sy phat trién cta Phat Gido
Uc Chau. Ni Su Dhammadinna ciing c6 & Sydney
nim 1958, nhung tdi luc nay thi nhitng ngudi tiép
d3i Ni Su 1a vo chong Penrose khong con lién hé
gl voi Hoi, va ho ndi rang khong co sy tiép xuc
nao gira Ni Su Dhammadinna va Natasha
Jackson. That vay, su hi¢én dién cua Ni Su chi
duoc nbdi té6i mot 1an trong tap chi “Metta”, va
nhu vay chi sau tho1 gian nay nguoi ta méi dugc
tu do dit huyén thoai va viét lai lich st thoi ky
dau ciia Hoi mot cach sai lac.

“Chiéc be Giao Phap” cua Natasha Jackson dugc
gitr cho nodi trén mat nudc trong cudi thap nién
1950 va dau thap nién 1960 13 nho vao nhitng bai
dién thuyét va nhing bai dang trong tap chi
“Metta” thuong rat uyén bac va hap dan cua ba.
Hoi Phat Gido New South Wales thiéu sy khoan
dung va thiéu phuong tién thuc hanh tu tap,
nhung bu lai Hoi c6 su kich thich vé mit tri thirc,
nhitng cudc hop hai tuan mot lan dugc chuyén tur
try s0 Hot Thong Thién Hoc to1 mot sanh duong
ciia Gido Hoi Unitarian & gan dai ky niém chién
tranh ctia Hyde Park. Nhitng khoa tham thién va

tung niém cua Leo Berkeley dugc bo voi ly do 1a
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cac vi khach s& “cam thay thi vi hay huyén bi
nhung chac chan khong hoc dugc diéu gi méi”.
Nhu vay nhitng cudc hop bao gom mét bai dién
thuyét va sau do 1a phan héi dap, va duoc quang
cdo trong muc “Dién Thuyét” cht khong phai
muc “B6 Cdo Ton Gido” trén nhat bao “Sydney
Morning Herald”, du rang ding & muc nay thi dat
tién hon. Theo tap chi “Metta” thi cac hoi vién
khong nhat thiét 1a “Phat ti", ma la nhitng nguoi
“chu y to1 Phat Giao".

Mot cudc hop tiéu biéu s& bao gém viéc Charles
Knight hodc Natasha Jackson doc mot bai dién
van dugc soan trude trong khoang béon muoi 1am
phut. Ho ngdi & mot trong cac ban danh bai doi
dién vd1 cu toa khoang hon mdt chuc nguoi, va
Natasha Jackson d3 hat thudc lién tuc. Phan hoi
dap thuong rat s6i noi va thuong 1 xét xem mot y
kién nao d6 phu hop hay khong phu hop vo1 Kinh
Dién Pali. Sau d6 moi nguoi uong tra, dn banh va
theo Malcolm Pearce thi nhing chuyén ho
thuong no1 vol nhau 1a phé binh Thién Chua
Gi4o, nhirng chuyén khoi hai vé nhiing tin diéu
va nhirng nghi thirc cua nha tho, cac nha Khoa
hoc va cac Triét gia noi tiéng nao d3 co nhiing
nhan xét thuin lgi vé Phat Phap, va nhitng chuyén
vé Phat Gido phuc hung ¢ nhitng xr ma trude day
Phat Gi1ao da suy vong.
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Trong thot gian nay Malcolm Pearce cting chu y
dén Thién Tong, nhung mot co gang thao luan Ve
Th1en Tong déu gip phai nhimg “anh mat trong
rong” va 161 nhac nhé rang Hoi chi nghién ciru
“Phat Giao can ban".
Thinh thoang cac hoi vién thué mot cudén phim veé
mot phuong dién nao do cua van hoa A Chau, va
cd mot lén Hoi bao trg mot vé kich An DO soan
theo cuén “Anh Sang A Chau” (The Light of
Asia) cua Sir Edwin Arnold. Nam 1964, hop tac
voi dai ABC, ho t0 chire mot cudc thi vé& tranh vé
cuoc do1 buc Phat, dugc thong bao trong chuong
trinh truyén hinh cia céc truong hoc. Ngay 1& 16n
nhat moi nam 1a “Vesak Day”, tic 1a Pai 1& Tam
Hop, ky ni€ém ngay Dtrc Phat dan sinh, thanh dao
va nhap Niét Ban. Pay la ngay ddc nhat trong
nam, Natasha Jackson nhugng b0 nhirng nguo1 co
khuynh hudéng ton sung, va qua tho1 gian HoO1
cing c¢6 nhitng nghi thiec mung Phat Pan cua
riéng minh. Cac hoi vién xép hang, dang hoa va
thap nhang trudc mot ban thd sang trung dén nén,
thuong co tiéng nhac hoa tau cua Beethoven hay
Sibelius phat ra tr mot may hat dia. Sau d6 mot
nhom tung bar Quy Y Tam Bao va Ngu Gio1
bang tiéng Anh. Mot hoi vién cao tudi giai thich y
nghia cta ban thd va doc dién vin. Sau d6 moi
nguoi cung doc Loi khuyén tan:  qudn xét nhitng
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y kién khdc nhau va nhitng cdch biéu 16 hoat
dong cua chung sanh voi tam binh dang va xa ly
hoan toan, hiéu rang do la ban tinh, tinh chat cia
sw vdt, va luon luon an tru trong an lac”. Sau do
mo1 nguol tung mot doan Kinh Pai Bat Niét Ban
roi két thuc budi 18 voi viée “hoi huwdng cong dirc
va ban rdi long tr”’, nguyén cau chung sanh thoat
khoi dau kho va san han. Pé giup vui cho khoang
tr ndm muoi téi moét trim quan khach, trong so
nay thuong co nhiéu sinh vién A Chau, nguoi ta
chiéu phim hay trinh dién nhitng “hoat dong lién
quan té1 mo1 truong van hoa Phat Giao” nhu
Yoga, nhu dao, hoac ca di¢u mua cua cac ky ntr
Geisha Nhat Ban.
Lé Phat Pan & Melbourne thudng don gian hon
mot chut, nhung cting ¢6 nhitng nghi thirc twong
tu. Trong nhiéu nim, Hoi Phat Gido Victoria hop
vao toi thir nAm mdi tuan & Henry George Club
Room trong thanh phd. Méi thang mot budi toi
duoc danh cho tung ni€ém va tham thién nhom, va
mot budi t6i khidc cho viéc to chuc. Viéc dién
thuyét hai tuan mot lan trudc khoang hai muoi
nguo1 thuong do Max Dunn, Les Oates, hay Len
Henderson dam trach. Nhirg nguo1 nay quan tam
to1 Thién Téng, con Fred Whittle thi néi vé mot
s6 phuong dién cua Phat Gido Nguyén Thiy va
vé kinh nghiém cua 6ng nhu mot tu si, va Len
168



Bullen trinh bay nhitng phdp hanh tu tap. Ngoai
nam nguoi hoat dong nay trong khoang thot gian
tir cudi thap nién 1950 téi dau thap nién 1960,
nhitng ho1 vién it hoat ddng hon cling c6 khi dugc
moi dién thuyét. Mot dién gia khac 1a David
McKay, 1a ngud1 da 1ap mdt nhom thao luan cua
riéng minh, cht trong dén Phat Gido Tay Tang.

Thinh thodng cac dién gia duoc moi tir nhiing
nhoém nhu nhém Hoa Binh hay trong s6 nhiing
hoc gia nhu Raymor C. Johnson, Ainslie Meares,
hay nhting nguoi khac quan tam dén mot mit nao
d6 cta vin hoa va triét hoc A Chau. Khong bao
g10 thiéu dé tai dién thuyet, va dac biét Les Oates
va Len Henderson 1a nhitng nguoi doc sach nhiéu
va c6 kha ning ndi vé bat ctr diéu gi lién quan tdi
Phat Gido ma khong can nhiéu thoi gio dé sira
soan trude. Dan dan ho vén birc man che ca mot
thé gidi mai cho nhitng ngudi quen thudce véi nén
van minh Phat Gido, nhung thoi dai da thay doi,
va vao dau thap nién 1960 thi HO1 da phai thuc su
tranh dau dé song con. Trong mot thoi gian ho
khong thé muon duoc Henry George Club Room,
va do bi mat mot sd dién g1a, nhirng cudc hop
cong cong dd dugc giam xudng mdi thang mot
lan trong nam 1965. Tuy nhién, Oates,

Henderson, Whittle va Bullen van giit duoc
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“chiéc bé Gido Phap” (Little raft of Dharma) cua
ho nodi trén mat nude va chd duge mot sb nguol
thanh tam sang bo bén kia, it nhat 1a vé mot mat
nao do. Trong s6 khoang ba muoi hoi vién vao
dau thap nién 1960 thi nhitng nguoi dang cha v 1a
thi si va tiéu thuyét gia ngudi ban dia, Colin
Johnson, vé sau tho 2101 dugc ba nam tai An Do,
va mot vo si quyén anh kiém dién vién dong thé
tén 1a Harry Lister, d3 dong thé cho Gracie Fields
trong phim “Shipyard Sally”. Tt nam 1959 tr¢ di
cac hoi vién chinh yéu cia Hoi Phat Gido
Victoria ciing danh nhiéu thoi gian cta ho dé
dong gop bai vo cho tap chi “Metta”.

Vao thang 10 nim 1958, sau thang sau chuyén
Viéng tham Uc cta Pai Pac Narada, Charles
Knight t6i Melbourne véi ké hoach cia 6ng vé
viéc thanh lap mot Higp Ho1 Phat Giao Uc Chau.
Ong thay rang Hoi Phat Gido New South Wales
san 10ng giam b4t quan diém Theravada manh mé
cua minh vi muc tiéu nay, va ong con soan mot
van ban “nhin nhan sw kiéen ‘Phat Gido chinh
théng (Orthodox Buddhism) khong co tinh cach
Quéc gia hay giao phai, va tinh tuy cua Phat
Giao chinh thong cung khéng co trong bat cir mot
phai tu tuong nao”. Pa c6 mot su thoa hi€p nhu
vay thi bay gid chi con viéc hai Hoi dong v voi
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nhau vé nhiing mau so chung trong triét 1y Phat
Gido d¢ ghi nhitng diéu d6 vao mot hién chuong:
“Muc tiéu cua Hiép Hoi la no lc chung cua tat
ca cdc to chire Phdt Gido Uc Chdu dé truyén bd
gido ly cua Puc Phat, voi nhirng gido ly can ban
la ba chan Iy V6 Thuong- Kho- Vé Ngd, Tir Diéu
Pé, va Bat Chanh Pao”.
Cudc hop uy ban dau tién cta Hiép Ho1 Phat Giao
Uc Chau dugc to chtric vao ngay 30 thang 8 nim
1959, va bau Charles Knight lam chu tich, Les
Oates thu ky, Fred Whittle thu quy, va Natasha
Jackson chu but tap chi “Metta”, bay gio 1a tap
chi cuia Hiép Hoi. Hoi Phat Gido Canberra tir choi
gia nhap Hiép Hoi vi nhimng “thanh kién” trong
Ho1 Phat Giao New South Wales, nhung du sao
thi Hoi Canberra ciing siap suy tan. Len Bullen
xin cho Trung Tam Thong Tin Phat Gidao cua
minh gia nhap Hi€p Hoi, nhung khong duogc chép
thuan, véi 1y do 1a s6 hoi vién cia Trung Tam
“qua it”. Hiép Hoi trd thanh thanh vién Quoc gia
ctia Hoi Phat Gido Thé Gidi. Hai chi hoi Victoria
va New South Wales hop vd1 nhau hai nam mot
lan dé trao doi thong tin, nhung hoat ddng thuc su
cua Hiep HO1 luc do cling nhu bay gio chi 1a viec
xuat ban tap chi “Metta”.
Trong sudt thap nién 1960, Charles Knight giit
viéc bién tap va 1n to tap chi, trong khi nhirng bai
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xa luan cua Natasha Jackson lam cho ba tré thanh
tiéng noi chinh yéu cta Phat Gido Uc Chau. Hai
nguodi dam nhiém khoi luong thu tir 16n, va nha
ciia ho gidong nhu mdt vin phong, voi nhitng ti
ho so, may chit, ké sach 1on, vd mot may in
roneo. Ngan sach cua ho rat eo hep, vi vay ho
khong c6 dién thoai, nhung t6i nim 1961 so ban
in cua tap chi da tang lén 250 ban, trong do 50
ban dugc gui cho cho cac to chirc Phat Giao trong
hai muoi hai quoc gia. Véi m01 sO tap chi co chu
dé 1a mot phuong dién cua triét Iy Phat Gido, va
nhitng ngudi viét bai quan trong nhat trong dau
thap nién 1960 la Natasha Jackson, Knight, va
Les Oates. To tap chi “Metta” dugc danh gia cao
trong thé gidi Phat Gido. Thinh thoang Hiép Hoi
cling xuat ban nhiing cudén sach nho, thi du nhu
ban dich cudn “Nhdp B6 Tat Hanh” (A Guide to
the Bodhisattva's Way of Life) cia Luan su An
D06, Shantideva, trong nam 1961, va mot cubn
gi6i thiéu Phat Gido nhan dé “Gido Phdp Vinh
Cuu’.

C6 18 Les Oates va Len Henderson s& vui hon néu
ho ¢6 dii s0 ngudi dé thanh 14p mdt nhom Thién
Tong, nhung cud1 thap nién 1950 su chu y tor
Thién thudc vé mot loai rat khac, d6 1a Pd Toa
Chi Qudn Thién (Beat Zen). Luc d6 nhitng nguoi
nhu D. T. Suzuki, Alan Watts, Jack Kerouac, va
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Gary Snyder dang tuyén truyén Thién nhu mot
kinh nghiém tdm linh bén ngoai thé xac sdn ¢o
cho nguoi Tay Phuong va dé lay tir trong truyén
thong Phat ‘Gido. Nhing tac pham cua ho, dic
biét 1a cuén “The Dharma Burns” cua Jack
Kerouac, d3 giy ra cai goi 1a “su bung no Thién”,
va phong trao nay cing chu y dén nhiing ¥ tu:0’ng
giong Phat Gido trong cac tac pham cua Emeron,
Thoreau, va Whitman. TAt nhién, sy hoi tu cla
Phat Gido va thuyét Siéu Nghiém 1a tac nhan giy
ra nhirng bién d6i quan trong vé mit xa hdi cua
thap nién 1960.

Bao chi ¢ Uc trong khoang tir 1959 t&i 1961 nhin
“Thé Hé Beat” v4i su to mo thong cam ciing nhu
su ngac nhién. Nhitng bai phé binh cac tac pham
cua Kerouac va D. T. Suzuki trén nhting to bao
nhu “Sydney Morning Herald” da gay ra mot
cudc tranh luan so6i noi trong nhitng birc thu doc
gia giri cho cac bao. Nhitng ngudi ing hd Thién
Tong tO cdo nhiing ngudi ndi xau Thién 1a cod
thanh kién. Marie Byles nhay vao cudc va néi
rang van dé o day khong phai la sy mo1 la cua
Thién, von “cé thé duoc ghép dé dang vao Thién
Chua G1ao”, ma la da s0 nguoi ta da khong san
sang “bo nhu’ng thtr ¢6 thé hu hoai hay c6 thé bi
mat cap dé tim Vién Ngoc Quy, “hay Satorl hay

mot tén go1 nao khac tuy y mor nguoi”. Nam
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1960, to “Meanjen” lai con giao cho John
Blofeld, tin d6 Phat Giao nguol Anh nodi tiéng,
viét mot bai noi rd vé van dé nay. Ong d3 ti mi
phan biét loai “ Beat Zen” gia v6i Thién Tong
chinh hi¢u “c6 kha nang lam cho nhirng nguo1 da
chan ngan nhiing mén d6 choi dep d& nhung
khong dang thoa man cuia nén vian minh hién dai
trong thay Chan Ly”.

Max Dunn c¢0 mot chut cam tinh nao do voi
phong trao Beat, von gdom nhitng nguoi cO
khuynh huéng song budng tha, nhung da sob
nhirng ngudi khac trong cac hoi doan Phat Giao
thi nhin hién tugng nay véi su khing khiép. Ho
nghi rang Beat Zen quan tAm t&i Thién chi 13 cai
c& dé ngudi ta song dé dai theo kiéu “Bohemian”.
Kha nhiéu nhitng “thién sinh ciia Thién Pd Toa”
dé rau rAm, mic do dai, lui téi nhitng cudc hop
cua cac ho1 Phat Gido, co 1€ mong dugc vui choi
dai dai v4i nhitng cudc d6i dap theo kiéu cong an
Thién. Nhung 6 Melbourne ho chi gap su boi roi
va lo1 day bao rat ngan cua Natasha Jackson. Ba
ndi voi ho rang 16i song ctia ho khong lién quan
g1 t&d1 con duong tam linh mot chut nao ca, con vé
Thién thi ba dit cau hoi: “Tai sao lai phai dung
nhtng ky thuat quai dan dé hanh ha tri nao? Tai
sao la1 dung riu dé pha ctra, trong khi chi can vin

qua nam 1a md dugc cra?”. Co 18 ba mudn ndi téi
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viéc doc sach va 1y luan. Thai do cua cac hoi vién
d6i v4i Thién Pa Toa c6 18 cling chiu anh hudng
boi v tudng cho rang trong Phat Gido ngudi ta
khong nén huong nhitng tha vui. Cé nhiéu nguoi
rat nghiém chinh va bao thu, vi vdy theo 10i cia
Joan, vo cua Len Henderson thi y kién chung la
vi doi 1a kho nén ngudi ta can phai cho ngudi
khac thay 12 minh dang chiu kho.
Tat nhién, nha vin M¥y Jack Kerouac cé nhiéu
anh hudng quan trong d6i véi cac nha vin tré tuodi
cia Uc Chau. Trong s6 d6 co Peter Carey va
Frank Moorehouse, nhung phan 1én thi chinh céc
hoa si Uc 1a nhtng nguo1 vao cudi thap nién 1950
bat dau trong thay trong Thlen mot cha nghia pho
quat hitu co, do d6 sy trong rong ctia phong canh
vat chat va phong canh van hoa 6 Uc Chau co thé
duoc chuyén thanh mot sy thiéng liéng bao la va
tich cuc. My thuat va triét Iy Thién htra hen su tai
hop nhat ctia con nguoi va thién nhién, va voi su
xuat hién cua loai tranh triru twong va loai tranh
hoat dong & Sydney vao nim 1956, Thién trd
thanh su quan tim chung cta nhiéu hoa si tré, va
trong s6 d6 John Olsen, Peter Upward , va
Stanislaus Rapotec, vao cudi thap nién 1950, da
“hoan toan chim trong van hoc Thién”. Va ho 1am
nhiéu hon 1a chi theo Thién, hay dung Thién dé
bién minh cho vé bé ngoai Bohemian.
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Bernard Smith, nhan xét day la thot ky ma “John
Olsen vé6i tac pham, sy nhiét thanh, c4 tinh, va 10i
song ctia ong da mang lai sttc manh va tinh chat
mo&i cho hd1 hoa Sydney”. Olsen vua la dé nhét
hoa si biéu hién triru tuwong vira 1a nguoi tuyén
truyén nhiét thanh nhat cua Thién. Ong bat dau
cht ¥ dén Thién sau khi nha phe binh Paul
Hacfliger dua cho 6ng xem cudn “Thién Va Vin
Hoa Nhat Ban"(Zen & Japanese Culture) cua D.
T. Suzuki. Sau do ong nham t6i viéc “khdéng ban
vao cai dich, ma giong nhw nguoi ban cung Nhdat
Bdn, bdn vao chinh minh - tleng vo khéng ciia
ban tay nao, do la satori, ngo”. Nhitng 161 sau
day ctua Olsen gan nhu 13 mot ban tuyén ngon:
“Tranh vé cua toi thuoc loai truu tuwong, vi chi
bcing 16i V€ nay téi méi cé thé dién ta dwoc sw tim
kiéem chitng nghiem huyen bi cua minh. Con
nguoi cam thay c6 mot ho sdu ¢ gitta minh va van
vdt, va muon lap ho sau ngan cach do. Cai ma t0i
van luén luén co gang trinh bay day la mét sirc
song huyén bi dang rung dong trong khdp thién
nhien”.

Nhiing tac pham sau nay cta ong chiu anh hudng
cia triét 1y Pong Phuong nhiéu hon nita. Loat
tranh “Chan Khong Lake Eyrre” phoi hop su chu
¥ dén Thién va sinh thai hoc cta ong: “Trong

Chin Khéng an chira tiéem ndng sdng tao. Mot
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cho cho su twong twong chiem nghiém. Ché tin
cung’.

Khi két hop triet Iy Thién véi 16i v& triru tuong,
Olsen da tao ra mdt net madi1 trong tranh phong
canh Uc Chau, trinh bay ve dep cua vung Lake
Eyre voi my thuat Thién. Trong thap nién 1980
ong dén Nhat Ban dé “nghién ciru do si, tat cd
dira trén thé tho haiku mwoi bay chit cua Nhat”.
Hai nhan vat dia phuong dugc cac hoa si tre tudi
nay kinh trong nhat trong cudi thap nién 1950 va
dau thap nién 1960 1a Godfrey Miller va Ian
Fairweather. Miller sinh nam 1893 & New
Zealand, mot nguoi theo thuyét hoa binh manh
mé sau khi b1 thuong ¢ Gallipoli va b1 giam trong
mot trai tu binh cua Tho Nhi Ky. Nam 1919 6ng
du lich nhiéu noi ¢ T rung Hoa va Nhat Ban trudce
khi séng va v& tranh & gan Warrandyte, Victoria.
Trong khi theo hoc truong my thuat Slade o
London nam 1933, 6ng no1 rang ba anh huong
16n nhat d6i véi tac pham ctia minh 13 d0 gom
Trung Hoa, tranh Phat Giao v€ trong hang dong
Ajanta & An Do, va 16i tiép can toan hoc cua
nguoi Phap. Luc d6 ong ciing viét: “Khéng phdi
la tnt’O’ng phai Slade hay nha danh hoa Cézanne,
ma la triét hoc An P, da dwa cho toi chia khoa
vé héi hoa”’. Mot dé tai ludn ludn xuét hién trong

tranh cua Ong la Mandala, biéu d6 vu tru huyén bi
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cua Mat Tong, “sw hoa vao nhau cua nhirng cap
doi nghich, sw song ciia nhitng thuc thé bén trong
mot thé giol co sy twong lién chat ché voi nhau,
twong phan mot cach linh dong voi tuw tuwong duy
vat cua Tay Phuong".

Miller chi bat dau trién 13m tranh ctia minh vao
nim 1952, khi buc “Hop Nhat Mau Xanh” cua
ong gay xuc dong ¢ Sydney. Bernard Smith cam
thay tranh cua Miller hap dan 1a vi “huyén hoc
ciia 6ng biéu 16 trong tranh vé, va tranh cia éng
twong 1eng voi thi hiéu vé sw dong nhat vii tru ciia
6ng”. Nhiing ngudi khac dong y voi nhau rang
cai lam cho hoa pham cua Miller gay nhiéu an
trong nhu vay 13 sttc manh triét 1y an & bén trong
buc tranh. Trong mot bure thu gut mot nguo1 ban
trude khi ong qua doi it lau, ong no1 ro ve nguodn
goc cla strc manh triét hoc nay: “Phdi ndi la t6i
khong ldy dwoc gi tir Au Chdu, thi dy nhw tw
Cézanna hay nguwoi nao khac, ma la tiw An DY vi
dai”. Trong mot to trinh bay tan man vé triét 1y
chinh tr1 va my thuat cua minh, ong cling két luan
vOo1 mot cau Phat Gido: “7oi dung trong danh hao
quang, ma tam chua dwoc thanh tinh".

Trong nhitng nam truoc khi qua doi, Miller tham
du nhirng khoa nghién ciru ¢ HO1 Thong Thién
Hoc Sydney. Tinh 13p di lam cho ong tr¢ thanh

mot nhan vat dugc sung bai: ong song cudc doi
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clia mot an si va hiém khi trién 1dm tranh cia
minh hay ban cho nhitng nha suu tdp tu nhan.
Godfrey Miller co thé song ling 18 nhu vay vi
ong duoc thtra huong mot tai san thudc nganh
van tai duong bién tri gia mot trdm ngan bang.
Trong khi do6 Ian Fairweather lai séng mot cudc
doi nghéo kho mot cach khac thuong.
Sinh nam 1891 ¢ T6 Cach Lan, Fairweather chu y
dén triét hoc Pong Phuong sau khi doc nhiing
cudon sach cua Ernest Fenollosa va Lafcadic
Hearn trong trai tu binh ¢ Plirc vao nam 1916.
Ong tham du nhitng 16p hoc budi toi & Truong
Pong Phuong London vao dau thap nién 1920.
Sau khi bat hoa véi gia dinh vé viéc chon nghé
clia minh, ong t&i Canada roi tr d6 di Thuong
Hai vao nam 1929 va song & thanh phd Trung
Hoa nay trong bon nim. Ong lam viéc trong mot
cong vién dé cé thé hoc vé tranh phong canh nhu
mot hoa si Trung Hoa. Khi quan do1 Nhat Ban
sap danh chiém Trung Quoc, 6ng chay tdi dao
Bali, Indonesia, 16i tir d6 dén Melbourne vao nim
1934. Nam sau d6 ong trd lai Bac Kinh, va theo
101 cta Ong, “bién thanh” mot nguodi Trung Hoa
danh duy: “Mot cach vo thic, t6i tip nhiém nhiéu
16i nghi cta nguoi Trung Hoa. Khi gip mot nguoi
Au nao, t6i thay hinh dang nguoi d6 hoi kho coi
... To6i sg nhat 1a tinh c4 nhan hung hing cia
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ngudi Au Chau”. Ong chil tAm nghién ctru Phat
Giao, Lao Giao, va ho1 hoa Trung Hoa.
Fairweather song cudc doi cia mot an si kiém du
tu. CO nhing lac ong ngheo t61 mire chi co bo
quan a0 mac trén nguol vol cudn tir dién Hoa
Ngit cli nat. Nhung theo Robert Hughes thi
Fairweather di day d6 khong phai 1a dé tim nhiing
cai m&i la ma 1a dé tim “y nghia cta vin hoa
Pong Phuong", dé “khai mé taim vo chuong ngai
va ching nghiém thyuc tai”. Cudc tim kiém dua
ong to1 Queensland vao cudi thap nién 1930 va
roi toi An DP9, noi 6ng da co6 lan dinh gia nhap
mot tu vien Phat Giao Tay Tang. Vao cuoi thap
nién 1940 ong xuat hién & gan Darwin va tu day
lam mot chuyén du hanh liéu linh bang bé tdi dao
Timor trong nam 1952.
Nam 1953 tinh phiéu du cta Fairweather c6 phan
giam xudng va 6ng di chiu song yén trong hai
muoi nim cudi cung ctia doi minh trong mot ngdi
nha tranh tan ta trén dao Bribie, ¢ phia bac thanh
phd Brisbane. Tuy nhién, hinh nhu sy c¢6 doc da
lam g1au cho my thuat cua Ong: Song ngheo bao
nhiéu nam nhu vady ngu’O’z ta sé biét cdach song
don so, va nhdn ra gid tri no doi v&i tam linh”.
Sau nam 1956, tranh v& cua 6ng duoc nhiéu
nguoi biét téi hon, va Phong tranh Macquarie bat
dau gui cho 6ng mot ngan phiéu nhé mdi thang,
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nhung 6ng “tir choi mt cach lich sy khi ho ngo
y gia tang ngan phleu nay. Loi song dam bac cua
ong trai nguoc vé nhiéu mat véi 161 song Thién
ba Toa, va ong “hoan toan khong c6 mot su gia
do6i nao, va khong thay can phai gay an tuong cho
ngudi khac”. Ong khong t0 vé minh 1a hoa si
chuyén nghiép, va khong can phai noéi la ong
tranh g161 my thuat “chinh thire” nhu tranh bénh
dich.
Hoa phém dau tién cua Fairweather dugc khen
ngo1 thuc su 1a birc “Tu Vién”, vé nam 1961 theo
ky (rc vé mot ngdi chua & ni Thai Son gan Bac
Kinh, noi 6ng di viéng thim hai muoi lim nim
trude. Nam 1981, Murray Bail viét rang day la
btrc tranh dugce noéi dén nhiéu nhat trong my thuat
hién dai ctia Uc Chau. Vé mit btc tranh khac
cung tho1 ky nay cua 6ng, Robert Hughes, nha
phé binh m¥y thuat hang dau cua Uc, viét: “C6 it
nhat 14 bon birc tranh ma toi thay 1a goi cam nhat
va dep nhat trong ho1 hoa Uc Chau, trong s6 do,
btrc ‘Epiphany’ 1a dep nhat ". Nha phé binh m¥
thuat Wallace Thornton cua nhat bao “Sydney
Morning Herald” cling c¢6 101 ca tung: “Hién tai,
lan Fairweather 1a hoa si vi dai nhat caa Uc”. Loi
khen nay lam cho gia tranh cua Fairweather tang
gap bon 1an trong mot sém mot toi, va nguoi ta
cling xOn xao tranh luan véi nhau 10i tiép cin my
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thuat nhu vay co thyc sy gia tri hay khong. Co
nhing nha phé binh cam thay rang nguoi ta soi
ndi nhu vay mot phan 1a vi Fairweather 1a de tai
an khach: nha tu 1ap di va phiéu du dang song &
gifra chung ta trén mot hon dao & Queensland.
Du sao thi d6i vdi mot so ngudi, Miller va
Fairweather cling da tr¢ thanh nhtrng nha tién tri
(va lai con 1a nhitng vi “vua triét gia” nita). Nha
phé binh Thornton con tuyén bo rang Fairweather
d3 “dat nhitng dinh cao thanh tyu cia thé gidi
trong thoi dai va noi chd cua ong ... Vé mit tdim
lmh, giai phap cua Fairweather cho thay co thé
dap ung su thir thach cua ban cau nay rang sy
lanh dao cta vung nay co6 thé hudng dan s phan
cua loar nguo1 ¢ day. Su viec co tam quan trong
nhu vay". Loi ca tung nong nhiét ndy c6 nguyén
nhan chinh yéu 1a Fairweather di thanh cong
trong viéc dung dé tai xuyén van hoa trong my
thuat cua ong. Va “giai phap” ma Ong trinh bay
chinh yéu 1a giai phap cua mot nguoi tu tip theo
Thién Tong.
Bernard Smith cho thay Fairweather da chiu anh
huong ctia Thién khi ong dung 16i v& Lap Thé va
nhitng nét ngoan ngoéo giong hoa si ngudi My
Mark Tobey nhu moét “loai my thuat thich hop ae
biéu hién nhitng quan diém cé tinh ludn hoi, tinh
héa, va thién dinh vé kié’p nguoi, vad tat nhién
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ciing thich hop dé trinh bay van dé chin nghia”.
Nhitng nguo1 ham md tranh cua Fairweather cho
rang Thién hién 10 16 rang trong “nhing duong
nét giong nhu thu phap” cua 6ng, nhitng diém
gitta nhitng duong nét no1 1én nhiing luc trong
mot loai boi toan, con nhimg khoang trong 1a
“chan khong day tiém luc”. Trong khi d6 nhiing
ngudi c6 y kién dé dat vé my thuat cia
Fairweather thi thuong 13 nguodi chong lai tu
tuong Phat Gido cua ong. Smith xem day 1a “mot
su tron tranh, va mét tinh cam nho”, nhuoc diém
16n nhat cta Fairweather 13 hoai c6: “éng la mt
nguoi tot van con tin vao hinh anh nguoi so khai
cao quy, va nhitng Phat tu trudc khi ho tw hy sinh
cho vi than Chi Nghia Quoc Gia cua Tdy
Phuong".

Nim 1965 Fairweather xuat ban cudn “Vi Phdt
Say” (The Drunken Buddha), con dugc goi la
“Cuoc Doi Cua Dai Su Tao Chi” ma ong dich tu
nguyén ban tiéng Hoa. Cudn ndy cho thdy mot
kién thurc thau dao vé triét 1y va truyén thong Phat
Giao, va dugc hoc gia cuing nhu cac nha phé binh
don nhan néng nhiét. RO rang la Fairweather tu
dong hoa minh véi nhan vat chinh ctia cudn sach,
mot Thién Su 1ap di thudc thé ky muoi ba. Nhung
cho toi ltc ndy, hai ngudi viét tiéu str clia ong
cling nhu cdc nha phé binh d3 khong co gang
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trinh bay rd vé 16i tiép can Phat Gido cia ong.
Pay la viéc nén lam, vi dia vi cua ong trong my
thuat Uc Chau va cac nha phé binh d3 dong ¥
rang “nhitng hinh anh cta 6ng duoc phong chiéu
qua triét 1y ching nghiém, mot loai triét 1y bao
dam rang 6ng khong tin theo thuyét “Trong
Khong Vi Pai Uc Chau".
C6 mot 1an, khi nguoi thuyét phuc Fairweather
trinh bay rd vé triét 1y t6n gido cua minh, ong
trich dan moét ciu cua thi si Ba Tu Omar
Khayyam' “Téi dén giong nhw nude, va di giong
nhw gio” (I came like water and like wind I go).
Ong song mot cudc doi glong nhu mot Thién Su
van du, khong ¢ su yén 6n cua nhiing birc tudng
Tu Vién. Nam 1963, trong mot cudc phong van
vo1 Hazel de Berg, khi dugc hoi 1a nhiing gi da co
anh huong dén 6ng nhiéu nhat, éng chi noi tdi
van hoa Trung Hoa va Phat Giao. Ong thuong
chon dé tai Thién dé noi chuyén vo1 nhirng nguoi
khéac t6i thim ngdi nha tranh day chudt cua ong.
O trudc clra ngdi nha dng dan mot cau than cha
Phat Gido bang chit Hoa. C6 thé noi 1a Thién da
tham nhap vao cudc doi va tic pham cua Ian
Fairweather, va nhirng Phat tu Uc cam nhan duoc
diéu nay da xem Ong 13 nguoi dong dao cua ho,
du c6 1& 6ng khong chinh thirc thudc vé mot phai
Thién nao.
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Co mot truyén nhan thuc sy thudc Thién Tong
Trung Hoa song ling 1& & Sydney vao nim 1961,
do la Bai Su Tuyeén Hoa (Hsuan Hua), sinh nam
1908 & mién Pong Bac Trung Qudc, di duoc
Thién Su Hu Van truyén phap nim 1949. Ngai
dén Hong Kong nam 1949, va du cac dé tir cua
Ngai ¢ San Francisco thic giuc Ngai té1 do, va
mot 1y do nao d6 Ngai da tu y td1 Sydney vao
thang muoi mot ndm 1960. Theo cudn tiéu st clia
Ngai xuat ban nam 1975, Ngai d ngac nhién khi
duoc biét 1a khong c6 mot Phat tir nao sinh hoat
trong cong dong nguodi Hoa, vi vay Ngai di bé
tam, tu luyén, va cho thoi diém thich hop. Tuy
nhién, thoi co nay khéng bao gio dén va co lac
Ngai da suyt bi chét doi, phai an vo cam, va hau
qua la hai ban tay cua Ngai b1 t€ i€t va run to1
murc khong thé viét chit dugc.

Thang 2 nam 1961, Ngai bat ngd xuat hién & mot
cudc hop hing tuan cta Hoi Phat Gido Victoria
va no1 chuyén qua mot thong dich vién. Sau do
Malcolm Pearce lién lac vo1 Ngai 6 Sydney va
thu Xep cho Ngai doc dién vin trong Lé Phat Dan.
Bai dién vin duoc dich sang tiéng Anh rat kém,
va Dai Su Tuyén Hoa clng phan phat nhiing tap
sach nho cua minh bang tiéng Anh, noéi vé viéc
Ngai da chitra cho nguo1 bénh lao, tru ta, va lai

con lam cho nguo1 chét song lai ntra. V€ sau
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Charles Knight néi dua rang Pai Su Tuyén Hoa
chi thiéu mot phép doc nhat co thé cé ich cho
nguoi khac, d6 la kha ning néi tiéng Anh.
Malcolm Pearce nhd lai rang sau Lé Phat Pan
nam d6 c6 mot s6 hoi vién rit ra khoi Hoi.
Vé phan minh, Pai Su Tuyén Hoa roi Uc Chau di
California vao cudi nam 1961 sau khi song mot
nim & Sydney. O d6 Ngai dd trd thanh nguoi
dting dau mot trong nhitng to chirc Phat Gido 16n
nhat nudce MY, va vao nam 1976, Ngai da mua lai
mot bénh vién tim than 16n trén mét khu dat rong
237 mau Anh (96 hecta), va tai tao bénh vién nay
thanh mot quﬁn thé Tu Vién Phat Gido 1é6n duoc
goi 1a “Van Phat Thanh Thanh”. Trong sudt thap
nién 1970, tap chi “Metta” dang mot s6 bai cua
Pai Su Tuyén Hoa, nhung vi luc & Uc Ngai lay
tén To Lun nén ngudi ta khong biét rang Hsuan
Hua chinh 1a vi Tang d3 song ¢ Sydney trude kia.
Chuyén Pai Su Tuyén Hoéa cho thay ca hai Hoi
Phat Gido déu khong chap nhan t6i mot muc do
nao do nhtrng diéu di doan thudc bat cir loai nao,
du & Melbourne c6 mot s6 hoi vién Thong Thién
Hoc. Phai Duy 1y va phai chu trong viéc tham
Thién déu khong tin vao nhiing diéu nhu cé sy
hién hitu thuc su cta cac vi Phat va cac vi Bo Tat.
David Maurice va mdt vai nguoi khac da song
nhiéu ndm ¢ Pong A néi rang ho di trong thay
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nhitng tu si ngoi lo liing trong khong khi va sir
dung quyén ning tdm linh, nhung Phat tir Uc
Chau da c6 du kho khan véi nhitng v niém nhu
luan hoi hay nhitng diéu huyén bi khac. Néu
khong bac bo luan hoi vé mat 1y thuyét thi it nhat
ho ciing khong bao gio c¢o thé thanh tdm tin vao
thuyét luan hoi. No6i chung, ho cam thay rang
nhitng chan 1y cia Phat Gido van co gia tri, du
dugc xet vol thuyét con nguoi chi co6 mot klep
song doc nhat hay véi thuyet nguol ta o voO sO
kiép trudc va sau. Thuyet luan hoi 12 mot phan
cua hanh trang van hoa An D6 dugc khoac vao
Phat Giao, va theo Natasha Jackson thi day 1a mot
phan ctia “nhitng diéu ky cuc va du thua trong
kinh sach", va do d6 can phai duoc “giai phau
mot cach cap tién”.

Ba choi bo thang thimg hau nhu tat ca nhitng diéu
khac la cua Bong Phuong, thi du nhu cac dao su
hay “guru”, tao cong duc, va nhirng ngdi chua
trang tri mau me. Ba xem mot sO nghi thirc Phat
Gido chi 1 tro khoi hai tho thién, va do do6 ba
ludn ludn phan biét Phat Gido “thuan tay” véi thi
Phat Gido “bé ngoai” pho thong hon. Phat Gido
can phai loai bé nhitng phan thira thai va co hu da
tich tu trong nhiéu thé ky. Thém nita, nhitng Phat
tr cap tién cho rang ngudi A Chau di danh mat
tinh than Phat Gido, va theo loi cua Charles
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Knight thi Phat Giao “da suy tan vao khoang mot
tram nam truoc khi dwoc cdac hoc gia Au Chdu
kham phd”. O Melbourne thi Len Bullen van
luén ludén dong y voi diéu nay. Phat Gido cla ong
1a mot thir Phat Gido da trat bo tat ca nhiing tinh
chat tén gido ctiia minh, va nhu vay ong da giap
viéc bac bo ¥ dinh moi mot Thién Su ngudi Triéu
Tién cua Len Henderson vao nam 1964. Nam sau
do, Len Bullen tur chirc chu tich Ho1 Phat Gido
Victoria sau khi b1 mot ho1 vién chi trich 1a da
phat Aam chit “karma” (nghiép) theo kiéu tiéng
Anh, ma khong phat am chtt “r’ nhu trong
“karrma”.
Charles Knight va Natasha Jackson cling khong
tin vao phuong dién tu luyén Phat Gido. Jackson
xem tham thién, hay “huyén hoc khong ngirng”,
thuong 1a khong thé phan biét v4i bénh tAm than
phan liét, va ba ndi ti nhitng khoa Thién tap cua
Leo Berkeley trong d6 co hanh gia da co “ao giac
vé nhitng a0 anh khong 16 ctia Chua Jesus va Puc
Phat ... mot hanh gia bi bat tinh, va mot ngudi
khac bong nhién cudi khéng thé ngung lai dugc
ma khong co 1y do gi ca”. Ho cho rang da s6
“nhtrng ho1 vién mo1 khong thich hop mot chut
nao véi viéc tham thién”. Tat nhién ho nghi nhu
vay, mot phan 1a vi ho tin rang nguoi ta c6 thé

vuot sang “bd bén kia” bang “1y luin va phan tich
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mot cach tinh t&”. Chi c¢6 mot diéu dang noi 1a
Natasha Jackson khong thich “huyén hoc”, va
nhitng vét thwong vi manh dan cua Charles
Knight d3 1am cho 6ng khong thé ngdi yén lau
hon vai phit mot lan ma khong cam thay dau
don.
Nguyén nhan lam cho nhiéu ngudi Uc khong ngoi
Thién duoc van 1a dau chan. Thién _Tong va Phat
Giao Tay Tang chu trong viec ngdi Thién dung
thé hoa sen, va the ngo1 nay khong phai la mot
“tap tuc quoc gla c6 thé tmg dung mét cach linh
dong nhu vy kién cia Ptc Pat Lai Lat Ma. Trong
Phat Gi1ao Nguyén Thuy, viéc nay co tinh cach co
dan hon, nhung c6 1€ David Maurice ho1 qua da
khi 6ng néi rang “ngoi Thién nhw thé nao ciing
duwoc, dieu nay khéng quan trong mot chit ndao
ca”. Du sao thi nhirng nguo1 ¢6 khdp xuwong cing
cling thuong cam thay riang hanh Thién dung cach
la diéu vuot qua kha ning cua ho. Trong so
nhtrng nguol nay la nha tam 1y hoc Ainslie
Meares, 1a nguoi dd c6 nhiing 1an dién thuyét &
Hoi Phat Giao Melbourne, va da ké lai viéc ong
rat chu y dén Phat Gido va thoi gian ong luu tra 6
mdt Thién vién Nhat Ban trong cudn “Nhirng Noi
Xa La va Nhitng Chdn Ly Pon Gian” (Strange
places & Simple Truths) cua ong, nhung cling noi

rang minh khong thé nao ngdi yén trong mot lic
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dé tham thién va vi vay khong thé thuc hanh dé
tim hiéu sdu xa hon vé Phat Gigo.

Vo chong Berkeley 13 nhitng nguoi dau tién thiét
lap dugc mot Trung tam thuc hanh Thién dinh &
Uc Chau vao thang 12 nim 1962, du Trung tam
nay ton tai khong 1au. Ho da don dén mot khu dat
2.6 hecta ¢ Belrose, va sau khi tu tap & Rangoon,
Mién PDién, trong ba thang, Lummechien
Berkeley moi Ngai U Thittila téi Sydney dé day
Thién. Vao ngay 30 thang 12, Ngai lam 1& khanh
thanh cho nha cua ho tré thanh Trung Tam Thién
Pinh Phat Gido, va sau d6 huéng dan ba muoi
lam nguoi trong moét khoa Thién hai tudn véi
nhitng thoi Thién bat dau tir bon gid rudi sang va
cham dt vao ntra dém mdi ngay. Trong khi d6
cac ho1 vién quan trong cua HO1 Phat Gido New
South Wales co1 Ngai U Thittila chi 1a “mot
nguodl don so”, va khong tham du. Nam 1988,
Thién Su U Thittila van con song & tudi 100, va
van con lién lac vdi Leo Berkeley, da 85 tudi va
van rat linh hoat véi d6i mat sang, vui tuoi. Leo
Berkeley van tiép tuc xem minh la Phat tu, thuc
day vao nim gid sang moi ngay dé tyng niém va
tham thién, va tuy ong gui tién dong gop cho cac
Trung tam Phat Giao, nhung bay gio ong cho
rang khong can thiét phai tham du nhiing cudc
hop hay phai gia nhap mot hd1 doan nao.
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Mot trong so it nhirng nguo1l dy khoa Thién cta
Berkeley co cung quan diém nay la Marie Byles.
Nam 1954 ba song mot nam o mién Bac An Do
dé soan cudn “Ddu Chdn Dirc Phdt" (Footprint
of Gautama Buddha), xuat ban nim 1956, ciing
nhu déng vai an tu trong nam thang & gan Almora
trong ring Himalaya. O diy ba gip va rat kham
phuc mot Phat tr My, Earl Brewster, 1a nguo1 ma
nha vin ndi tiéng D. H. Lawrence da dén tham o
Tich Lan, va ba cho rang Brewster “dat toi gan su
glac ngo" hon la nhiéu tu si Phat Gido hay An
Gido. Tré vé Sydney, ba thay d6i huéng hoat
dong cua HO1 Phat Giao New South Wales, va ba
tin réng “néu mot hoi doan khong phai la mot hoi
doan tu tdp thi ¢é thé héi doan do chi ¢é it gid
tri”, vi viy ba gia ting so “l& ngay ram”, nhiing
cudc thao luan vé Gido 1y, va nhitng ngay tham
thién & “Ahimsa”, ngdi nha cua ba & Cheltenham.
Nam 1957 ba t6 chitc chuyén hanh huong dau
tién trong ba chuyén di Mién Dién dé viéng tham
cac Tu Vién & day, roi két qua 1a cudn sach co 18
nodi tiéng nhat ctia ba, “Hanh Trinh Vao Céi An
Tinh Mién Dién” (Journey into Burmese Silence)
duoc xuat ban. Ba dung da so thoi gian cua minh
0 Trung Tam Thién Dinh Maha Bodhi gan thanh
phd Mandalay, danh cho cac cu si. Cudn sach ké

lai nhitng trang thai Thién khac nhau ma ba da
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tral qua. Ba khong quan tam t61 my thuat va van
hoa Mién DPién mot chit ndo ca, va ciing khong
c¢6 ¥ dinh tim cac vi Thay, ma chi nham vao viéc
hanh Thién & khung canh thich hop nhat cho viéc
nay. Ba nhan thay rang d6i voi ngudi Mién Dién
nhiing rang nui hung vi ¢ xung quanh no1 ba hanh
thien khong c6 y nghia gi ca, vi ¢ trén nhiing ring
nu1 nay khong c6 mot ngé1 chua nao, nhung noi
chung thi ba thich ngudi dan Mién Pién, va ba
cam thay rang co 18 “Adnh Sang Néi Tam” d6i voi
Phat tor co thuc hon 1a ddi vdi nhiing ngudi
Quaker, vi ¢ nhitng xt nhu Mién Dién “ton gido
khong xa roi doi song thé tuc nhu & cac nudc Tay
Phuong".

Tuy vay, mot trong nhirmg dé tai trong cac sach
cua Marie Byles 1a phan d6i “su chuyén ché cua
gio1 ao vang”. David Maurice da day ba cach
chap tay xa chao mot Ting si, va ba ciing lam
theo dicu ndy, nhung khong phai 1a khong cé su
mién cudng va sy kho chiu & trong long. La
nguoi theo chu nghia nit quyén mot cach manh
me, ba thudng so sanh sy tw man cua cac Ty kheo
v6i sy khiém ton va dang wa cia cac Ty kheo Ni.
Nhung 16i ba cing két luan 12 néu “xd hoi can
phai co mot giai cap thong tri thi con gi tot hon 1a
mot gial cap it nhat cling nham téi viéc lam

guong vé su tu ché va di chan khong dé khat
192



thuc”. Vi Thay day Thién ndi tiéng cua Mién
Dién 12 U Ba Khin khong giy an tugng gi doi véi
ba, va khi ba dén Nhat Ban nim 1964 dé nghién
ctru Thién Toéng va gip hoc gia D. T. Suzuki, ba
nghi rang Suzuki quéa nhién 13 nguoi “dé thuong”,
nhung that ra thu ky cua ong 1a ¢c6 Okamara mai
1a nguoi 1am cho ba ¢6 nhitng cam tudng tot nhat.
V&1 su quan tam dén sinh thai hoc cua minh, tu
nhién 1a ba cam thay Thién rat hap dan, nhung ba
cling dd hon sau muoi tudi va rat manh dé, va 10i
song khiac nghiét cua tu vién Daitaku & Kyoto noi
ba tri ngu hon mot thang khong thich hop vai ba.
Trong cuon “Con Puong Dan T6i An Tinh Noi
Tam” (Paths to Inner Calm), ba viét rang khong
khi & ngo1 chua nay khong than thién, va viéc tu
tap cua cac Tang si ¢ day danh nhiéu co hoi cho
“su pho dién ctia ban niang bat binh thuong”. Poi
voi ba, Thien Nhat Ban di bi mat tinh than cta
minh, va sy hap dan cua Thién Nhat Ban chi gidi
han ¢ trong thi ca va my thuat da co tu trudce, thi
du nhu “mwoi buc tranh chan trau, van con
“tham thity hon Tin Diéu Thién Chia Gido rat
nhieu" (with the ten ox-herding pictures still
much more profound than the Apostles Creed).
Trong chuyén viéng thim Nhat Ban nay ba ciing
cht y dén Tinh Do Téng, va trong nhitng luc bi
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tham vao cudi doi, ba thuong quay sang phéap
mon Niém Phat.
Thang 11 nam 1966, mdt nguol xam nhap ngoi
nha “Ahimsa” cua Marie Byles va hanh hung ba.
Ba phai vao bénh vién trong sau tuan 1& véi so va
quai ham bi bé, va thoi gian duong thuong cua ba
kéo dai mot cach kho khian. Vé mot so mit nao
d6, ba khong bao gio hoan toan hoéi phuc. Trong
sudt thap nién 1970, ba tiép tuc viét nhiéu bai cho
cac tap chi Phat Gido quoc té, dang chu y nhat 1a
tap chi Trung Dao “The Middle Way”, va trong
nam 1988, cuon “Dau Chdn Dirc Phat"” cua ba
van con dugc an hanh. Tuy nhién, vé mit tinh khi
ba khong bao gi10 1a “nguo1 tham du”, su lién lac
cua ba vo1 nhitng Phat tt ¢ Sydney tré nén ro1
rac. C6 1an Phra Khantipalo t6 chirc mot khoa tu
Thién tai nha cua ba, va ong nho lai rﬁng Marie
Byles c6 vé quan tim dén khu rimg hon 1a quan
tam t4i loi ich cua cac hanh gia. Ba ty nhan rang
phuong chadm cta minh 1 song “hodn toan thanh
thiee, dep bo tat cd nhitng sw gia doi thong
thuwong cua tap qudn xa hoi”, va vi vay ba bi mat
nhiéu ban bé. Tuy nhién, rat nhiéu nguodi ngudng
mo ba, va ngay nay ba da tr¢ thanh mot nhan vat
huyén thoai: ba 1a chu dé cua cudn phim tai liéu
“Mot Nguoi Dan Ba Doc Ddo” (A Singular
Woman) cua Gillian Coote, dugc phat hinh trén
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dai ABC nam 1986, va mét cudn tiéu st cling
dang duoc soan nam 1988. Ba ludn ludn nghi
rang “chét la mét cudc phiéu leu 1on”, va khi ba
tir tran vao ngay 21 thang 11 nim 1979, huodng
tho 79 tudi, cac ban ctia ba nhd lai réng luc do co
mot con bdo 16n va nguoi ta ndi voi nhau rang:
“Mot nguoi nhu Marie Byles thac sinh vao coi
troi la nhw vdy; cir xem cudc tiép don cia ba thi
biet”.

Co 1€ ba da khong hoan toan thanh tam khi tu
theo Tinh P§ Tong vao nhiing nam cubi doi,
nhung vé viéc niém Phat ctia minh thi ba viét nhu
sau: “Khong dé gi buéng bo va binh tinh nhay
vao con lut chi véi mét cdu than chii don so lam
cdi phao cuu nan va la chan tinh cua moi vat.
Khéng de, nhung khi lam nhiw vay, ngueoi ta sé an
tam hon rat nhiéu". Cho ti ngay nay, c6 18 chi co
nam nguol Uc di tin theo phap mén Tinh Do,
trong s6 d6 nguoi quan trong nhat la Harold
Stewart (xem Stewart va vu “Ern Malley” da no1
O chuong 2).

Stewart 1a ho1 vién cua Ho1 Phat Giao Victoria,
nhung trong sudt thap nién 1950 cho téi khi sang
Nhat Ban vao nam 1966, dleu ong quan tam nhat
1a nhitng cudc hoi thao t6i thi sdu mdi tuan vé
mon Ton Giao Ty Giao (Comparative religion)

ma Ong to churc ¢ tiém sach Norman Robb, noi
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ong lam vigc. Trong muo1 ba nam tiém sach nay
1a noi tu hop cua tat ca nhimg nguoi Melbourne
cht ¥ toi triét hoc Pong Phuong, vao nim 1957
Les Oates bat dau day tiéng Nhat & day cho
Stewart va cac ban cua ong. Nam 1960 Harold
Stewart xuat ban cudn “Ludi Pom Pém” (A Net
of Fireflies) gom ban dich nhimg bai tho haiku
Nhat Ban, vo1 giong van bong bay, du co ve lap
di. Cac nha phé binh cho rang thé tho hai cau van
vOo1 nhau khong phai 1a phuwong tién thich hop
nhat dé chuyén tai tinh than cua tho haiku, nhung
nha xuat ban Charles E. Tuttle van phat hanh
cuon nay khap thé gidi.

Hai chuyén di Nhat cia Stewart vao nim 1962 va
1966 dugc modt nguoi ban kién tric su tén la
Adrian Snodgrass tai trg. Vao nam 1954 ong nay
da di khap mién Nam An Do nhu mot tu si trong
chin thang, truoc khi b1 bénh. Stewart la nguot co
Oc bao vé truyen thong manh mé nén Ong rat bat
man trong chuyén di Nhat dau tién, nhung theo
Snodgrass thi qua thot gian ong da “xo6a bo dugc
nudc Nhat hién dai trong tam thic cua minh”.
Hai nguot trg lai Nhat Ban vao nam 1966 cung
vOo1 Rodney Timmins, mQt nhac si giau co ¢
Melbourne va dugc coi 1a da co lan 1am Tang si ¢
Mién Pién. Lan nay ho téi Nhat Ban dic biét 1a
dé nghién ciru Tinh B Tong, Snodgrass ké lai
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rang khi ho téi chua Hongan & Kyoto, cac tu si
nguoi Nhat ¢ day khong biét phai lam gi véi ho,
vi vay ho chi don gian dugc cho hoc mot khoa roi
duoc tho gidi.
Timmins qua doi nim 1969, con Snodgrass thi rot
cuoc tré veé day mon kién trac & Pai Hoc Sydney,
va du khong con la mot Phat tor thuc hanh nira,
ong ciing da xuat ban modt so tac pham chuyén
khao vé my thuat Phat Gido. Harold Stewwart
khong bao gid trd vé Uc Chau, va hién gio ong 1a
nguol thuoc loai danh nhan van hoéa 6 Kyoto.
Ong song trong mot cin phong nhd chira day
sach, va dugc gitp d& boi vi Thay ctia minh 1a
Gido Su Bando Shojun va nhiéu ban bé nguoi
Nhat. Moi ngudi xem 6ng 13 mot nguoi 1ap di dé
thuong, va theo Snodgrass thi ong miac ching
bénh tuwong “t6i muc hau nhu khong thé tin
duoc". C6 18 diéu nay da 1am cho ong tin theo
Tinh Do Tong vi 6ng di “nam cho chét trong ba
muoi nim cudi cung cudc doi", va ludn ludn nodi
rang minh dang han hoan cho doi phit cudi trong
dai. Mot sb bai tho cua ong biéu 10 mot su thoat
tuc la thuong, ngay ca khi xét theo tiéu chuan
Tinh Po. “Lan tro1 trong luAn hoi sanh tu",
Harold Stewart viét: “Van con v minh, nhu’ng
trong hanh phuc, toi ta on, sy that bai trong kié’p
nay, diéu kién dé siéu thang céi tinh, noi vé nga
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an lac, duwoc san sinh qua cdi chét, va la thanh
tuu 161 hau”.
Nam 1969, o6ng xuat ban mét tap tho haiku nira,
“Tiéng Chuong Gio” (A_Chime of Windbell),
cung viét theo thé van van hai cdu, nhung tac
pham quan trong nhat cia ong 1a “Bén Nhitng
Buc Tuwong Xua Cua Kyoto” (By the Old Walls of
Kyoto), do Weatherhil xuat ban nim 1979. Pay la
mot trudng ca gdom 4350 ciu, ndi dén sy quan
trong vé mit van hoa va ton gido ctia Kyoto nhu
hau canh cua su chuyén hda tam linh cua nha tho
tur Thién to1 Tinh DO, tir “tu luc” té1 “tha luc”. Co
1& giong nhu Marie Byles, su kho khan cua phap
mon Thién d3 lam cho ong huorng vé Tinh Do
“nhu phuong cach cudi cung". Cudén “Bén Nhirng
Burc Tuwong Xuwa Cua Kyoto™ trinh bay sy chuyén
huong nay, va du nhleu nguodi cho rang nhiing
cau van van trong cudn nay c6 vé 10i thoi, nhung
cudn binh luan bang vin xudi dai ba trim trang
cia ong lai viét rat uyén bac. Nha phé binh
Dorothy Green c6 1& 1 nguoi doc nhat xem
Stewart 1la mot thi si quan trong ngang hang voi
Chistopher Brennan hay James Mc Miley. Ba
viet: “Harold Stewart la mot trong hai hay ba
nghé si su dung ngon tu ti mi nhat, cau ky nhat va
thanh twu nhat cia thi ca Uc Chau". Ba tac pham
pho thong nhat cua 6ng ban rat chay khap thé
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g101, tuy vay ong da gap kho khan trong viéc tim
nha xuat ban cho nhiing tac pham gan day hon.
Trong may nam ong da viét mot cuon truong ca
“Pé lam cho Phdt Gido Dai thira nhitng gi
md thi st ngwoi Y Dante va thi si nguoi Anh
Milton da lam cho Thien Chua Gidao”. Nam 1987
ong lam truong ca “Nhitng Van Tho Dia Nguc”
dé trinh bay “su khac biét rat quan trong giira ¥
ni¢ém Dia Nguc cua Thi€n Chaa Giao va cua Phat
G1ao".
Du ¢6 su 1ap di, hodc c6 thé chinh vi su 1ap di cta
ong, Harold Stewart la mot nguol quan trong
trong viéc thiét lap moi lién hé vé van héa cua Uc
Chau voi Bong A. Chi c6 ba nha tho quan trong
khac ctia Uc, Max Dunn, Colin Johnson, va
Robert Gray, 1a chiu nhiéu anh hudéng cia tu
twéng Phat Gido. Cuon “Ben Nhitng Birc Tuong
Xua Cua Kyoto” dugc xudt ban véi sy gitp do
ctia Hoi Pong Uc Chau va Co ‘Quan Uc Nhat;
nhung trong khi Nhat Ban 1a qudc gia Phat Gido
c6 anh hudng 16n nhat t6i my thuat va thi ca Uc
Chau thi s6 nguoi Uc thyc hanh Phat Gido 6 nudc
Nhat lai khong nhiéu. So vdi Hoa Ky thi cac tong
phai Phat Gido Nhat Ban tuwong doi it anh hudng
truc tiép. Khong ké “Thién Vién” ciia Max Dunn
thi Phat Gido Nhat Ban c6 to chuc lan dau tién

duoc dua vao Uc Chau boi Daisaku Tkeda vao
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nam 1964, khi 6ng thiét lap & Melbourne mot chi
nhanh cua Nichiren Shoshu (Nhat Lién Chanh
Tong), con duoc go1 1a Soka Gakkai (Sang Gia
Hoc Ho1), vo1 sau hoi vién.

Soka Gakkai la mot trong nhirng “Ton Gido Md1”
cua Nhat Ban, va 1a mot chi nhanh cua phai
Nichiren (Nhat Lién Tong) noi tiéng véi chu
truong ddc quyén va 10i truyén gido qua khich.
Vé cac tin d6 cia phai nay nodi chung thi D. T.
Suzuki viét rang ho co “it nhiéu tinh chat quan
phiét va khong hoa dong tot v4i nhitng tin do
Phat Gido khac”. Nichiren Shoshu khong thuc
hanh Thién quan, ma chi niém cau Daimoku (Dé
muc) “Namu Myoho Renge Ky”, tirc 1a “Nam Mo
Diéu Phap Liéen Hoa Kinh”, dugc xem la mang
la1 sttc khoe va tai 10c. Nhu Charles Prebish cho
thay, Nichiren Shoshu “thuong dung su phan
khich va 161 n61 manh m€ hon la dung ly luan",
va vé mit nay cung voi nhitng mit khac, ho rat
giong giao phai Tin Lanh cta Thién Chua Gido.
Thanh cong trong doi song thé gian 1a miéng moi
ma ho dung dé dan du céc tin do twong lai, va vi
vay glao phai nay thuong 101 cudn nhimng nguol
nghéo. O Hoa Ky, 65 phan tram so tin do 1a tur
cac nhom sic toc thleu 50, va & Uc diéu nay con
rd hon nita: trong so khoang 650 tin d6 vao nim
1986, 50% la nguo1 Hoa tir Malaysia, 25% nguoti
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Nhat, va 25% nguoi Uc. Co 1& nguoi ta khong
ngac nhién khi thdy cidc nhom Phat Gido khac
khong c6 thi€n cam vd1 Nichiren Shoshu. Tong
phai nay tu cho minh la phai “Phat Gido Chan
Chinh” doc nhat, va d6 1a nguyén nhan chinh lam
cho ho b1 co 1ap trong cOng déng Phat Giao Uc.
Thi du nhu & Victoria, khong c6 su tiép xic nao
gitra HO1 Phat Gi1do Victoria va Nichiren Shoshu,
va cO 1€ tong phai nay s€ khong bao gio gia nhap
Hiép Hoi Phat Giao Uc Chau.

Ngoai1 Daisaku Ikeda, cac yéu nhan Phat Giao
khac ciing di viéng thaim Uc Chau trong thap nién
1960, trong d6 c6 Qudc Vuong va Hoang Hau
Thai Lan vao nim 1962, hai tu si Nhat Ban lam 1&
0 nghia trang quan do1 Cowra, va Su truéong chua
Higashi Hongan-ji (Péng Bon Nguyén Tu) ¢
Kyoto vao nam 1965. Ciing trong nam 1965, Dai
Pt Piyadassi Thera ghé thim Uc Chau dé thuyét
phap trén duong tr Hoa Ky trd vé Tich lan,
nhung nhimg cudc thuyét phap nay chi co6 khong
td1 mot tram nguoil tham du. Cubi nim 1966,
Thuong Toa Thich Nhat Hanh, Thién su nguol
Viét Nam, thi si va nha van dong hoa binh, da co
mot chuyén di dién thuyét tai Uc Chau, voi su
bao tr¢g cua mot nhom gido si Thien Chua Giao.
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Ngai khong néi nhiéu vé Phat Phap ma chi kéu
goi nguoi Uc rit quan khoi Viét Nam. Viéc ndy
lam cho mot sb Phat ti nguol Uc bat min, vi
khong it nguoi trong so ho ung ho quan doi Uc
tham chién & Viét Nam.

Nhu vay cudc viéng thaim Uc ctia Thién Su Nhat
Hanh lam néi bat tinh chat phi chinh tr1 thong
thuong cta Phat Gido Uc Chau vao trudc thap
nién 1970. Cac ho1 doan Phat Giao thuong khong
dat cau hoi gi vé van dé dao dirc noi tro1 o Uc
Chau, vi vay nén dugc xem la mot nén van hoéa
phu hon 13 thuéc vé mot phong trao “phan vin
héa" nao. Tat nhién David Maurice va Marie
Byles la nhing nguoi chong lai x4 hoi truyén
théng vé mot mat nao doé, nhung ho déu khong
tham du lau dai cac ho1 doan. Charles Knight va
Natasha Jackson la nhirng nguoi1 thudc phai ta va
manh mé chong chién tranh, nhung ho thuong
tranh thao luan chinh tr1 & nhitng cudc hop cua
Hi¢p HoO1 Phat Gido, vi c6 mot vai hd1 vién quan
trong cua Ho1 Phat Gido Victoria bao thu vé mait
chinh tri, va bat ¢t mot su chia ré nao vé mit nay
cling c6 nghia 1a sy cham dut cua t6 chiic trong
nhitng nim kho khin nhat, tir 1965 téi 1968.

Phat Gido & cac nudc Pong Nam A van luén luon
& mot truyén théng, va do d6 tu nhién 1a co
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khuynh huéng bao thu; trong khi d6 ¢ Trung Hoa
va Nhat Ban, Phat Gido phan 16n 1a tén gido
“khach”, duoc chép nhan chi ¢ mirc d6 cac Tang
sT khong can thiép vao chinh tri. O Tay Phuong
tat nhién khong con nhing sy kiém ché cua
truyén thong, va nhing nguoi theo Phat Giao
thuong “tu do" vé quan diém chinh tri, du chi to1
muc co cam tinh vo1 A Chau vung diy. Mot so
Phat tir Uc cho rang vi Phat Gido ton trong mo1
loai sinh vat nén tu nhién ciing chong lai bat ctr
mot su truc 1oi nao, ké ca su boc 16t lao dong cua
tu ban. Tat nhién day la quan diém ctia Natasha
Jackson, vi ba chul y t61 mo hinh Phat Gido phung
su x3 hoi ctia Hoang Dé Asoka, va vi “tung Kinh
T Bi ciing vo ich, néu khong lam gi dé trir bo
nghéo d6i, that hoc, va thiéu vé sinh”. Ba va
Charles Knight dd ung ho quyén loi vé dat dai
cia Tho dan Uc trudc khi viée ndy tré thanh
phong trao thoi thuong, va chién tranh Viét Nam
cung véi su phan doi cia Phat Gido tir 1963 t6i
1966 1am cho ho tng ho loai d6i khang thu dong.
Ho nghi rang Phat Gido khong phai 1a mot cai gi
dé cat gilr, ma phai duoc “pho bay” dé khoi “mai
mot vi chinh sy bat dong cua minh”. Doi véi
Knight va Jackson thi diéu nay c6 nghia la dién
hanh phan d6i chién tranh va trong it nhat 1a mot
dip, co biéu nglt cho biét ho 1a cac hoi vién cua
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Ho1 Phat Giao New South Wales. Viéc nay giy ra
cing thang, vi nhitng Gy vién ctia Hoi c6 ¥ chong
lai viéc nay di khong dugc tham khao y kién
trude, va do d6 ho da bat man khi duge biét nhu
vay. Trong nhitng bai viét ciia ba, co 18 Natasha
Jackson nham dén ca hai huéng: “Ching ta
khong ung ho viec dwa chinh tri vao Phat Gido.
Chung ta ung dung Phdat Giao trong chinh tri.
Giong nhu David Maurice, ba va Charles Knight
xem cudc chién tranh nay 1a chién tranh giira luc
luong hic 4am hiéu chién Thién Chua Gido va A
Chau hién hoa, bi xdm pham, nhung khac voi
Maurice, ho khong quéa thang thung dé bi nhiéu
nguol xem la nhan vién tinh bao KGB cua Lién
S6. Nhitng Phat tor Uc khong chong chién tranh
Viét Nam thi nghi rang phong trao phan d6i cia
Phat Gido ¢ Nam Vi¢t Nam ¢ tinh cach ton giao
thuan tay, va khong han 1a chong My.

Trong thap nién 1960, co the noi 1a y kién cua
nguoi Phat Gido Uc ciing giong nhu ¥ kién cua x3
hoi Uc ndi chung, tuy nhién da s6 ho quan tim tdi
viéc bao v€ cac thua vat, mo1 truong, va hoa binh
(it nhat 1a theo nghia tong quat). Jackson va
Knight khong dong v véi viée an chay, nhung ho
rat hanh dién véi sy kién mot nhom nho nhirng
nguor mua dai han tap chi “Metta” & Port
Moresby, dugc goi la “Nhirng Nguo1 Ban Cua
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Phat Gido", t6 chitrc chién dich chong lai viéc giét
loai chim Thién Puong vao nam 1966. Marie
Byles da c¢6 lan viét: “Phdt Tinh cé & trong canh
hoa mai ciing nhu trong con sau hen mon hay con
chudt bi gidi phdu song trong phong thi nghiém”.
Nhung Jackson va Knight thi khong quan tam gi
tdi con chudt bj mo xé song, va rat kho chiu voi
nhting nguo1 hinh nhu lac nao cling chi nghi to1
quyén lo1 cua loai sau bg. Ho dat cau hor “Ngon
Deén Gido phdp” thi ¢6 ich loi gi, “néu chi dwoc
dung dé tim bat nhitng con kién duc rong tam
bang chi dwong da xwa 2,500 ndam réi?”

Vao cudi thap nién 1960 ngon dén nay chi toa
anh sang chap chon ¢ Uc Chau. Nam 1965, Les
oates trd thanh giang vién mon Pong A Hoc o
Pai1 Hoc Melbourne, va tor d6 6ng khong tham du
thuong xuyén nhittng cudc hop cua Ho1 Phat Giao
Victoria. Vi vay Len Henderson tr¢ thanh cot tru
tri thirc ctia Hoi ciing nhu ngudi to chie chinh
yéu. Tuy nhién, du c6 nd luc ciia Ong, t6i nim
1968 s6 hoi vién da giam xuodng chi con hai muoi
nguoi, va Hoi bat budc phai bo Héi Quan Henry
Goerge vi thiéu kinh phi. C6 18 diéu nay lai lam
cho su viéc tot hon, vi Elizabeth Bell (nguo1 da
két hon véi nhac si Jazz danh tiéng Graeme Bell
va da gia nhap HO1 nam 1963 sau khi du mot
cudc thuyét phap cua Ty kheo U Thittila) danh

205



ngo1 nha cua ba & North Carlton cho HO1 str dung,
va chang bao lau sau Hoi di c6 mdt bau khong
khi am ctng hon voi két qua 1a s6 hoi vién gia
tang. To1 nam 1970 HO1 da c6 sau muo1 hdi vién.

Ho1 Phat Gido New South Wales c6 khoang tam
muoi hdi vién vao nim 1966 nhung gom ca mot
s6 hoi vién tir nhitng vung lién tiéu bang va nong
thon. HO1 da phai phan dau kho khin va lau dai
dé ton tai, vao cudi thap nién thi Charles Knight
da that vong hon. Ong quyét dinh rang Hoi da di
toi gidi han cia tiém luc ctia minh duéi su lanh
dao cua céc cu si, va di dén lac phai thu dung
von ctia A Chau mét lan nira. Nhung viéc thuong
lvong v6i Phat Gido Thai Lan dé ho gui ting mot
Tang sT da keo dai hang may nim, nguyén nhan
chinh yéu la Knight mu6n ho chiu gan nhu tat ca
chi phi. Khi diéu nay co ve kho tro thanh su that,
su bat man cta 6ng dan téi mot bai chi trich
manh me trong tap chi “Metta” trinh bay “cam
twong khong tot” cua 6ng d6i véi Tang Poan va
ca Theravada nira. Cam tudng ndy co 1& di bat
dau thanh hinh vao nim 1964, khi Hoi Phat Gido
Thé Gidi gitip chi phi di chuyén dé éng co the
tham du ho1 nghi hai nam mot lan do Hoi to chirc
& Sarnath, An Do. O d6 ong trii ngu véi mot V1
Lat Ma Tay Tang, nguo1 gay cho ong nhiéu 4n

trong manh vo1 nang luc va su tu tic cua minh.
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Qua thoi gian, Knight, c6 luc 1a tin d6 kién cuong
ctia Theravada, nay dd mém di t6i mirc c6 thé viét
rang trong khi Phat Gido Nam Téng chon vui tai
ning ctia minh va bao ton tinh chat “nguyén
thuy” ma khong tang truong, Dai thura da thich
nghi véi x3 hoi hién dai va do d6 ting trudng gap
trim lan & bén ngoai nguyén quan cia minh.
Natasha Jackson cling chiu anh huong; ba cong
nhan la Pai thwra cling co6 “nhiing mat hép dan”,
va 0 mot s6 phuong dién nao d6 da “phat trién
mdt nén dao dic cao hon phai Theravada”. Cudc
gip g& ngan cua Knight voi Phat Gido Tay Tang
con 1am cho 6ng tin vao thuyét luan hoi ciing nhu
dat ra Quy Ctiu Tro Nguoi1 Tay Tang, quyén gop
duoc hon 1,600 do la.
Pén nam 1966, Hoi Phat Gido New South Wales
da c6 20,000 do la tir viéc ban khu dat ctiia Leo
Berkeley, va khac véi truoce kia, mot s6 hoi vién
lanh dao bay gio dé nghi dung so tién nay vao
viéc quan 1y mot ngoi chua, tién mua ngdi chua s&
do “mdt Quoc gia Phat Gido than hitu” cung cap.
Khong it Phat tir Uc cho rang diéu nay quéa xa
voi, va mong duoc hd trg boi nhitng Quodc gia
thuoc thé gidi th nhi 1a mot didu “ngugc lai”.
Nhitng cudc thuong lugng cua Charles Knight
vol Co Quan Mahamakut ¢ Bangkok cling nhu
céc t6 chirc khac da c6 it nhat 1a tir dau nam 1966.
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Co 1& diéu dang noi trong vu thuong luong kéo
dai nay 1a sy tri tha cta ho d3 1am cho 6ng noi
gian. Nhung su that 14 cac to chirc Phat Gido A
Chau di tim c& dé thoai thac, tir viée dit ra nhitng
diéu kién khong that nhu chd ¢ va phuong tién di
chuyén cia mot Tang si cho toi diéu “khi ¢6 long
vO1 Phat Gido thi nguoi ta sé tar sinh trong mot
xtr Phat Giao".
Trong nam 1968 su viéc bat dau tién trién khi Dai
Pirc Phra Sasanasobhon, chu tich HoO1 Déng G140
Duc Mahamakut, dap may bay td1 Sydney trong
mot cudc Viéng tham thién chi. Nam sau do6 mot
mon tién 21,277 d6 la dugce htra cung cap, va co
nhitng nguo1 xem day la mot cir chi ngoai giao
dap lai Uc Chau cho viéc Thai Tu Thai Lan dugc
hoc ¢ Duntroon. Tuy nhién, Charles Knight
khong phai la nha thuong thuyét co tai ngoai
glao, va do khong kién nhan ong da gay on a0 Ve
chuyén “vat da ra mau” . Ké hoach duogc xép la1
va Ho1 quyet dinh tu tic bang cach truc tlep
thong bao tim mot Tang si.
C6 nguoi cho rang Charles Knight cam thay dia
vi cia minh trong Hoi khong c6 quyén luc vi 6ng
khong tho gid1, vi vay ma ong tim mot tu si nhu
mot loal ngudt hop tac day dao dé nang cao uy tin
ciia minh. Natasha Jackson manh mé chong lai y
kién dua mot Tang si vao HO1, va do do hai nguon
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d3 noi gian cai nhau. Nhung Charles Knight dugc
da s6 nguoi trong Uy ban tung ho, vi vy Natasha
Jackson phai mién cudng chap nhan ké hoach.
Pau nam 1971, Knight chap nhan viéc gia nhap
Ho1 cua moét tu si tre nguor Tich Lan tén la
Ratmalane Somaloka. Su ki€n vi tu si nay dén Uc
Chau nhu mét Ty khuu ¢6 trach nhi€ém day giao
ly dugc xem la s& dua dén mot thoi ky mdi,
nhung su viéc da dién ra khong tot dep. Theo Pao
hitu Graeme Lyall (hién nay 2010, van con song
0 Sydney) thi Dai1 Dtirc Somaloka 1a mot Tang si
rat “non kém”, va Natasha Jackson ciing sém ban
cho Pai Burc mot “1é nhap mon Itra”. Ba ciing cho
Charles Knight ra khoi HO1, va nhu vay trong
khoanh khac Hoi khong c6 nguoi to chtrc chinh
cua minh cing nhu khong co mot Tang si.
Trude khi Dai Buc Somaloka dén Uc, Hoi Phat
Gido Victoria dd viét thu chiic miung Charles
Knight thyc hién ké hoach cua minh: “Chung t6i
rat sung Swong thay mng trong tuwong lai moi
thanh pho [on sé€ co mot ngoi chua, va nhiéu
nguwoi Uc sé quy y ... Ching ta hdy lam cho thdp
nién nay tro thanh thoi ky ma Phdt Gido in dau
trong van héa Uc Chéau!”. Diéu nay da trd thanh
su that, to1 mot muc do co 1€ khong thé tuong
tuong dugc trong nam 1970; nhung sy bung no
trong moi huéng nay phan 1én 1a danh cho gidi
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Phat Gido sac toc va gio1 hippie, va vé nhi€u mat,
ca hai HO1 b1 bo lai phia sau mot cach dang
buodn./.

Chuong 5

Nhitng Nguoi Panh Trong Phap
(giai doan 1971-1975)

Pai Ptic R. Somaloka dén Sydney vao ngay 9
thang 5 nam 1971, phi ton di chuyén do Tu vién
Malaccan Buddhist chi tra. Tién nghi duy nhat ma
Hoi Phat Gido New South Wales ¢6 thé tim duoc
cho Ong 13 mot cai nha thay quan 4o dugc sua
sang & bén canh mot ho boi nhd & Brighton-Le-
Sand, va khi 6ng vira méi 1én tiéng kéu ca vé diéu
nay thi Natasha Jackson lam cho su viéc khong
dé chiu hon nira. Ba dé 1 ra tanh khi chong tu si
ctia minh, va nhat dinh néi réng vi Da1 btrc dung
c6 ngdi & d6 khong 1am gi ca ma hdy gitp viéc
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danh may chir va nhirng viéc nho khac. Ba cling
noi rang néu Pai Puc co di choi quanh Sydney
thi hidy di bang phuong tién giao thong cong
cong. Pai Puc Somalaka phan d6i diéu nay voi 1y
do la cac Tang si khong dugc cam tién (mdc du
da s6 Tang si ¢ Tich Lan ngay nay dugc gitr tién).
Natasha Jackson noi gian; ba nghi rang thai do
cua cac Tang si no1 chung la * ‘rat khong thuc té
trong thé gidi ngay nay, khi ma ngay cd Nip
Hoang Elizabeth ciing dwoc xem la nén bién minh
cho dia vi dimg dau quoc gia ciia minh. Lam sao
nguoi ta co thé doi héi mét dia vi chi ¢ quyén loT
ma khong 6 bon phgn?”, doi v6i ba thi Tang si
phan nhiéu 13 nhiing nguol ngoi khong va nhiing
nguoi “ghét dan ba”. Tat nhién mot phan nguyen
nhan cia thai do nay 1a ba cho rang minh thuyét
phap gioi hon da so cac Tang si, va vi viy ba
khong hoan hy khi thay ho 1a nhitng ngudi thu
hut dugc nhleu thinh gia. Pai Ptc Somaloka hai
muoi bay tudi, va vé sau ba viét rang Pai Duc
“khong phdi la ngwoi thuyét phdp dang hai long
cho lam”. Nhitng ngudi khac trong Uy ban xem
Pai1 Duc la ngud1 nho co hdi, va nhu vay nguoi ta
khong ngac nhién khi thay lién hé ctia Pai Duc
Somaloka vd1 HO1 Phat Gido New South Wales
chi kéo dai1 dugc hon mot thang.
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Luc d6 Charles Knight va Natasha Jackson cling
dang bat hoa voi nhau mot thoi gian vé chi phi cu
trii ctia ho, va do co thém su bat dong v kién giira
hai ngudi vé Pai Ptic Somaloka, ba bao dng hiy
tranh xa ba ra. Vi khong ¢6 tai san va dang nhan
huu bong nén ong thay 1a chi con cach tré vé
Bundaberg véi ngudi con gai ctia minh. Thé la
bat ngd Hoi khong c6 Tang si ma ciing khong co
Charles Knight, ngudi d3 cong hién rat nhiéu cho
Ho1 trong muol lam nam. Natasha Jackson va
Charles Knight khong bao gi¢ no1 chuyén lai véi
nhau hay viét thu cho nhau nita. Knight qua doi
vao ngay 5 thang 11 nam 1975, ding bon tuan
trudec khi Natasha Jackson rut ra khoir HO1 voi
nhitng 10i 18 gay gat.

Trong luc d6, Pai birc Somaloka, it nhét cling la
theo cai nhin cua Ho1 “dang gay cam tinh voi
mot ba nha giau mudn ¢6 mot vi dao su cua riéng
minh”. Co I€ day la truong hop cua mot trong
nhtrng nguo1 nhu Graeme Lyall, Jurges va Elva
Miksevicius thi ding hon. Ho da 1a hor vién tu
trudc khi c6 vu chia r€ nam 1956, nay lai noi 1én
khi ho thay c6 mot sy thay doi cho ché do
Jackson va Knight.

Vao ngay 13 thang 7 nam 1971, Da1 Duc
Somaloka don dén mot cian nha rong ra1 ¢ Rose

Bay, gan cho ¢ cua N1 Su Dhammadinna trudce
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kia. Pai Ptrc cho thong bao chd nay la Trung
Tam Phat Gido Sydney. Vao ngay Phat Dan
1973, Tu Vién Phat Gido Uc Chau dugc khanh
thanh ¢ Katoomba, phia Tay Sydney. Nam 1988
Pai buc Somaloka van song ¢ do, nhung trung
tam nay thuong dugc gior Phat Giao xem la co
tinh cach doc doan va khong than thién. Nguo ta
noi rang nhiéu ngudi Tich Lan ¢ Sydney rat bat
man khi théy mot no1 dugc xem 1a mot ngdi chua
lai c6 mot tam bang dé “keep out” & trude cong,
va ho chi dugc gap Pai Buc Somaloka dé cung
duong vao mét so dip nao d6 dd duoc quy dinh.
Hién nay Pai1 Duc c6 khoang mudi de tur, va ong
khong cho phép ho tiép xuc véi cac hoi doan Phat
Giao khac. Ong khong chiu tiét 10 mot diéu gi vé
minh, ngay ca vo1 cac dé tr nguol Tich Lan, va
khong phai tat ca su doc doan cta ong déu 1a mot
su de dat phat sinh to khi 6ng gap Natasha
Jackson. Tu vién cua Pai Ptc c6 thé duoc xem 1a
dau tién trong sO nhiing tu vién Phat Giao dugc
thiét 1ap tai Uc Chau. Nhiéu nguoi cho rang tu
vién nay di nguoc lai Phat Gido von cé truyén
thong mo rong cira cho moi ngudi, va nhu vay 1a
cO khuynh hudng tr6 thanh mot loai tin nguong
riéng tu.

Vo1 su ra di cua Charles Knight, Ho1 Phat Giao
New South Wales khong con kha nang dam
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nhiém viéc xuét ban tap chi Metta, va nhu vay
tam diém cua Phat Gido Uc Chau trong dau thap
nién 1970 di chuyén dén Melbourne. Elizabeth
lam chu tich Hiép Hoi Phat Gido Uc Chau thay
thé Charles Knight, con chirc vu chi but thi thudce
vé Larry Fayers-Jessop va Len Henderson. Khong
hoi nao lay lai duoc strc manh cua thoi ky 1956,
va trong nam 1971, Hiép Hoi khong thé tra 1¢ phi
cia minh cho Hoi Phat Gido Thé Gidi, nhung tur
nim 1968 thi sy viéc dan dan tré nén tot hon &
Melbourne. Nam 1969 moét nhom tham thién
hang tuan duoc to chitc, va nhitng cudc hoi thao
cudi tuan dau tién dién ra ¢ nhiing nha khach
vung ngoal 0. Sau muol nguol tham du nhirng
cuoc hop cubi tuan trong nam 1971, v41 nhiing
bai dién thuyét cia Len Henderson, Len Bullen,
Fred Whittle va Elizabeth Bell, tiép theo 13 nhiing
cudc thdo ludn nhém. Nhitng dip 1é hang thang
duoc cu hanh tro lai, va HO1 tim cach thu hut cac
hoi vién thudc cong dong nguoi Tich Lan &
Melbourne bang nhing bira ti¢c va nhiig cugc
g1ao té xa hoi, voi sO nguoi tham dy co khi 1eén
dén hon mot trim. Hoi cling xuat ban cudn “Gido
Ly Phat Gido" cia riéng minh, va cudn nay dugc
tap chi “The Middle Way” ¢ London khen ngo1
rat nhiéu.
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Tuy nhién, phan 16n ning luc cia Hoi Phat Gido
& Melbourne duoc danh cho viéc xuat ban tap chi
“Metta”. To tap chi da dugc giao cho mot thé hé
tr¢ hon, va nhirng bai cua Len Henderson noi
riéng cho thay mot su thay d6i tuoi mai. S6 dau
tién, vao thang 7 nam 1971, c6 mot bai ca tung
Charles Knight, nhung chi néi qua vé Natasha
Jackson, du ba d3 cong hién khong kém hon.
Diéu nay cho thay rd tinh cam ciia ho dugc danh
cho ai, v6i nhitng 101 binh pham kha thang thimg
rang “vi tranh luan hiém khi thuyét phuc dugc
nguodi nao, chua noéi gi dén gidc ngd ngudi do,
nén ngudi Phat tr tranh tat ca nhitng cudc tranh
luan vo ich, ma chi nghi dén viéc gitp d& nguoi
khac theo kha nang cua minh”. Nhitng cay but
mdi viét nhitng bai sinh dong vé nhitng dé tai ma
phan 16n d3 bi tranh né trude kia, dic biét 1a dé
tai Thién, va Len Henderson lai con dam viét
“Dharmapada” (Kinh Phap Cu) theo tiéng
Sanskrit thay vi “Dhammapada” theo tiéng Pali.
Theo Natasha Jackson thi luc lugng phi ly hic 4m
d3a ngoc dau day, va ba thuong viét nhitng birc
thu c6 giong gidn dit cho Melbourne. Vao dau
thap ni€n 1970, cudc chién cua ba chéng la1
nhitng nguo1 Pai thua dang xam pham dia vi cua
minh & c& Sydney lan Melbourne, va nhiing
hippy dang dén trudc cira Hoi moi lic mdi dong

215



hon. Mot s6 hoi vién ky cuu da thich tng duoc
vO1 mo1 treong moi, thi du nhu Len Henderson,
ong cho rang chinh Puc Phat dd “noi 1én va gia
nhdp hang ngu nhirng nguo1 vugt ra ngoai khuon
kho cua xa hoi". Nhung doi voi da so thi chi co
cam giac hoang mang va tirc gian vi thay tuong
lai ctia Phat Gido Uc Chau lai di cung véi nhing
ngudi hon tap nhu vay.
Tir 1965 dén 1977, s6 sinh vién dai hoc Uc hoat
dong trong nha tho giam hon mot nura, tir 59%
xudng 27%, nhung trong cung thoi gian nay so
nguoi ty nhan la co ton gido giam it hon, tur 86%
xuong 76%. Nhing nguoi dai dien cho phai
chong van hoa cho rang nguyén nhan cia su da
tap trén “thi truong” ton giao 1a phai Thién Chua
Gi1ao Tin Lanh (Protestant Christianity) da “phi
thiéng liéng hoéa” thé gidi tu nhién. Gido phai Tin
Lanh hau nhu d3 loai bo huyén hoc cua minh mot
cach c6 hé thong, dé lai su trong rong “lo au veé
viéc cuu roi” (salvation anxiety), theo 1di cua
Max Weber, mot sy khiém khuyét dugc che day
bang viéc dé cao dao duc lao dong va phung su
xa hoi. Trong cudn “Su Hoang Mang Lon Cua Uc
Chau", Ronald Conway viét rang ¥ kién chung vé
ton gido 1a trong ton gido phai co sy tim kiém cai
tuyét doi, va “ton gido ma khong khang dinh tinh
chat siéu viét, thiéng liéng trong doi song con
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nguo1 thi do khong phai la ton giao". Trong phan
két luan cua cuon sach, 6ng nhan xet rang diéu
ma ngudi Uc can phai co nhat 1a “mot su kinh
trong 16n hon d6i voi vii try ¢ xung quanh minh”
va “mot su cam nhan méi vé ‘Pao’ 7. Day cung
la quan diém cta nhiéu nguoi trong phong trio
chong vin hoa quy udc vao dau thap nién 1970,
ho nhan thay trong Phat Gido va cac triét ly Pong
Phuong khac sy htra hen vé mot sy “tdi cam
nhan” th¢ gi6i. Hinh dnh nguoi tu s Phat Gido
Vo1 101 song dam bac va triét 1y thién duong nhu
muon cho thay mot 16i thoat ra khoi doi song ca
thé. Trong mdt sO truong hop, trang thai nay
duoc thuc hién béng kinh nghi€ém do cac loai
thudc kich thich giy ra, va su kién nay ciing cho
thay rang cach doc nhat dé dat sy man nguyén la
qua tién trinh 1am cho minh tréng rong, mot diéu
nghe c6 vé mau thuan.

C6 rat nhiéu bang chimg cho thay rang qua kinh
nghiém vo1 mescalin, psilocybin, LSD va nhiing
loai thudc kich thich, nhiéu nguoi cho rang minh
da thoang thay nhitng kha ning ton gido ma ngay
nay da khong con dugc trinh bay cho ho trong
Thién Chta Gido. Qua nhitng cudn sach cua
Alan Watts, Aldous Huxley, Timothy Leary, va
nhitng nguol khac, kinh nghi€ém ao giac duoc
dién dich bang thuit ngir Péng Phuong, vi vay
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khi muén c6 mot “chuyén” tam linh an toan hon,
tu nhién 13 nguoi ta s& tim dén Phat Gido va
Yoga. Hién tugng nay khong phai 1a madr la, vi
nhitng cudn sach ctia ba Blavatsky duoc xem 1a
da duoc viét vai “su hd tro cua thude 14 hashish”,
nhung trudc diy chua bao gid viéc dung chat
kich thich va y thitc h¢ cua viéc nay lai lan rOong
va co tinh chat cach mang nhu vay. Mot s6 16n
nhitng ngudi dung LSD, véi rat it nguodi dung
heroin va amphetamine, dd dugc dua thang dén
Phat Gido. Robert Aitken, sau nay 1a nguoi dau
tién thuc su thiét 1ap Thién Tong & Uc Chau,
trong khi chinh 6ng 13 nguoi thudc thé hé gia,
nhan xét rang nhitng nguoi nay 1a phai c6 khuynh
hudng yoga trong phong trao chong van hoa, va
“thuc su chu y dén ton gido c6 tinh cach giac ngo,
c6 v thic vé toan thé tinh va yéu tinh, yéu thién
nhién, thich sy kho hanh va dam bac, nhay cam
v6i nhau, va mudn thuc hanh hon 14 néi sudng”.
Vé nhing dé tir 16n tudi cua 6ng & Hawaii thi gan
nhu tit ca d3 dén voi Thién qua LSD hay
mescalin, con & Trung Tam Thién Sydney ciing
do 6ng hudng dan thi trong hai muoi hai hoi vién
hoat dong dugc tham do nam 1985, hai muoti mot
nguoi cho biét 13 ho da “thi nghiém véi cac chat
kich thich”.
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Nhitng bién dong 16n trong thoi ky nay c6 nguyén
nhan 13 viéc dung ma tdy va chién tranh Viét
Nam. Chién tranh Viét Nam ciing giy ra y thue
doan két v6i nguoi A Chau va nhitng truyén
thong van hoa cua ho. Tam trang chung la mot
lan nita bat ngo huong ung Pong Phuong, nhung
lan nay nén moéng di duogc dat vimg chic. Gan
mot thé ky vdi Thong Thién Hoc, véi nhitng ban
dich tot ctia cac hoc gia nhu F. L. Woodward,
triét Iy Pong Phuong thuc hanh boi nhiing nguoi
tri thic nhu David Maurice va Les Oates, sinh
thal hoc tr cam hing Phat Giao cua nhirng nha
van nhu Marie Byles, su tan lui cua thai do Thién
Chta Gido quan phiét doi vé6i A Chau, Thién
Beat, thudc kich thich, va sy nhan biét réng Uc
Chau nam & bén canh A Chau - tat ca nhiing diéu
nay dan dén su bing nd cta Phat Giao & Uc Chau
trong dau thap nién 1970. Cac tong phai duoc
xem 1a kho khan, va vin héa Uc c¢6 18 ciling van
noéng can va duy vat chat nhu trong dau thap nién
1890, nhung 1an nay Phat Gi4o san c6 hon nhiéu,
v6i nhitng ban dich kinh sach tot hon tran ngip
thi truong, va viéc di dén cac nudc A Chau tuong
d6i thuan tién va khong dat d6. Ciing nhu trong
gitra thap nién 1950, nhitng nguoi quan tim dén
Phat Giao thuong thudc gio1 ¢o hoc cao, gﬁn vO1
hang ngii tién phong trong viéc phat trién van hoa
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moi. Tuy nhién bay g10' nguol ta cam thay bat
man hon nhiéu véi “xur trong rong”. Phat Giao
duoc nam gitt khong phai nhu mot chién théng
cua phat duy ly, cing khong phai nhu mot triét Iy
duoc dung dé chong la1 Thien Chua Gido, ma nhu
mot su phé binh cap tién doi véi chil nghia duy
vat chat caa Uc Chau, nhu mot moén huyén hoc
khong co su nghi tuong, va nhu mét mon dao duc
hoc tr b1 co6 tinh cach thuc hanh - khong phai
nhu nhitng gido diéu tr trén ban xuéng, ma nhu
mot sy trinh bay nhiing gi dugc cam nhan la tinh
chat that cua sy song. Trong su bién d6i 16n nay,
cac hoi doan Phat Gido va cac nhom yoga xuat
hién dé gop phan trong phong trao chong vin hoa
cu.
Pa s6 hoi vién ctia hai Hoi Phat Gido Victoria va
New South Wales la nhiing nguo1t chi chuyén
mon mot nira, va chac chan thudc giai cap trung
luu, va nhtrng nguo1 hippy thuong xem ho chi do
nham chan hon nhirng nguo1 thudc giao ho1 Anh
G1ao mot chut. Ho khong thue sy gay dung dugc
truyén thong thuc hanh thién dinh, nguyén nhan
chinh Ia vi ho khong c6 mot vi dao su nao va xét
theo quan diém chong vin hda cii thi nhiing
nguol nhu Natasha Jackson cling thudoc hang
nguol doc doan cua xa hor quy udce vi ba chu
truong modt sy duy 1y ma khong xét dén ching
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nghiém ton gido. Lo6i tiép can mai thi co tinh cach
hién sinh va truc giac, cho thay diém quan tam da
duoc chuyén tir dau dén tim. Natasha Jackson va
nhing nguo1 khac co 1€ khong phai la khong co
ly khi cho rang tat ca su viéc qua nghiéng vé cam
xUc va vé van. Tat nhién vé mot sO mat nao do ba
rat phong khoang, thi du nhu ba da vui vé chap
nhan mot ngud1 ban nam ban nir hoat dong trong
Ho1, nhung khi mot ho1 vién khac b1 kham pha la
da dung marihuana thi nguoi1 doé bi xem la da
vuot ra ngoai gi101 han. Theo ba thi LSD va
mescalin “lam mé mudi1 tam tri” 1a cung mot thi
v6i nhitng hién tuwong thoi dai ma ba thay “kho
hiéu va ky cuc” nhu “hippy” va “t6i pham thiéu
nién”. Cac beatnick va hippy “hanh dong nhu la
dang bi ket trong hién tai, va cung luc lai chién
dau mot cach thoai hoa dé ngin can twong lai".

Pung v&1 ca tinh cua minh, Elizabeth Bell co
duong 16i 6n hoa hon. Ba ndi véi nhitng ngudi
nghiéng vé chu nghia hudng lac trong phai chong
van hoa rang Gido Phap 1la mot chiéc be, “chu
khong phai 1a mot chiée tau du lich sang trong dé
cho ngudi ta lay cé chat day 1én doé nhiing sy thu
huong khong c¢6 1y do chinh dang, lam cho no
chim trong bién luan hoi". Harold Stewart, ngudi
Bao Thu boc lira, tat nhién xem gidi tré cua dau
thap nién 1970 1a “thé hé vo chinh phu”, nhiing
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ngu’(‘ri di trén “con duong hoa co dan dén loan
. Ban cua Stewwart, Adrian Snodgrass clng
ndi rang “khong co gi ngoat sy khinh bi danh cho
phong trao hippy”. Y kién nay c6 thé lam cho
nguoi ta ngac nhién vi 6ng di chju nhiéu anh
huong cua Aldous Huxley va da la mot tu si An
Gido & An Po. Tuy nhién, ciing giong nhu nhiéu
nguo1 khac, Snodgrass, nhin lai qua khir vd1 mot
chut that vong: “Chung ta da trong doi tia chdp
16n khi ma ngudi ta bat ngd trong thay chan 1y
vinh quang, va c6 thé khoe vdi moi nguol: ‘Xem
ne to1 giac ngod roi!’. Hién tai c6 mot so nguol
van dang trong doi nhu vay".
Trong s6 nhitng nhan vat linh dao ctia Phat Gido
Uc Chau thoi ky dau, c6 18 chi c6 David Maurice
va Marie Byles 1a c6 mot su thong cam thuc su
nao dé voi phai chong van hoa. Tir khi tré vé Uc
Chau vao niam 1959, Maurice van tiép xuc véi
nhiéu ngudi ban Phat Gido ctia 6ng, nhu Leo
Berkeley va Syd Hill, nhung 6ng thudng song
mot cach lang 1€, tu tic va an chay, 0 nhig nong
trai nhd & mién Biac Queensland. Tir cudi thap
nién 1960 trd di, Ong danh mot ngd1 nha nho trén
dat cua minh cho “mot loat nhitng vi Thay luu
dong lién tiép nhau” dén & mién phi. Ong nhan
thay da s6 ho 13 nhiing nguoi ty xem minh 14

quan trong va hiéu dong, nhung ciing giong nhu
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ho, 6ng rat ghét viéc thuong mai hoa tén gido va
van hoa pho théng, vi vy ndi chung thi ho Ia
“nhitng nguoi dé wa, tot hon nhitng ké chi biét
mua ban”. Mot sb bai viét ciia 6ng lam cho nguoi
ta nghi 6ng 1a mot tin do0 Theravada hoan toan
chinh théng va khong khoan nhugng, nhung that
ra day thuong 13 16i viét mia mai. Sy that 1a 6ng
thich cudn Pao Ptc Kinh cua Lio T va tho cia
Ly Bach, va la1 con rat thich bai tho “Wichita
Vartex Sutra” cua Allen Ginsberg.

Robert Gray cho rang Brett Whiteley, hoa si
nguoi Uc twong tmg voi Allen Ginsberg, thi si
nguoi My, va c6 18 1a hoa si trinh bay gioi nhat
nhitng cam xuc cua cudi thiap nién 1970. Thé gidi
ciia 6ng 1a thé gidi cua nhac s ngudi Anh Bob
Dylan, ctia a0 giac thudc kich thich va cua Thién
Beat. Triét 1y hoi hoa cua dng chiét trung hon 1a
cua hoa si Olsen hay hoa si Fairweather, nhung
ong van cong nhan 1a minh chiu anh huéng cua
Thién: “Thién 1a than hoc cua hoi hoa” (Zen 1s
the theology of painting). Ong ciing viét rang
“tranh Pong Phuong cao nhat va ciing 1 nhiing
btrc tranh cao nhat ctia thé gidi. Cac hoa sT bac
thay cia ‘Tay Phuong da nhan xét nhu vay". Su
that 1a vé mat tranh v€, Brett Whiteley gan voi
Thién hon 1a Olsen hay Fairweather, dac bi¢t la

trong nhirng birc tranh v€ bang muc den cua ong,
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thi du nhu burc “Chan Dung Tu Hoa Sau Ba Chai
Ruou” nam 1971. Tuy nhién, su chi y dén Thién
ciia 6ng c6 nhiéu tinh cach tap nhap, nhu trong
mot cudc trién 1dm vao nam 1976, cung Vol
nhitng birc tranh muc den cua minh, ong dat mot
btrc tugng Phat 16n véi mot anh dén mau do chiéu
ra tu tran buc tugng va tugng mot con thu chét
nam ngang bung cia tuong Phat.

Giong nhu Whiteley, Robert Gray ciing 1a mot
san pham cua thoi hippy. Cung voi Les Murray,
c6 18 ong 1a thi si Uc ¢6 nhiéu anh hudng nhat va
duoc ca tung nhiéu nhat cia thap nién 1980. Ong
cling rat chi y dén Phat Gido. Sinh nim 1945,
ong trudong thanh ¢ gan Coffs Harbour & bd bién
mién Bac New South Wales, noi cha ctia dng 1lam
chi mot don dién chudi trong mot thoi gian.
Robert Gray tur mo ta minh 1a “mot dira tré khung
khung, qua nhay cam véi doi song gia dinh khong
hoa thuin”, va vi vdy ma ong ludn ludn chu y dén
mot birc tuong Phat ma cha Ong gitr 6 trong nha,
mot buc tugng toat ra mot bau khong khi an tinh
va binh yén. Nhu vay ong da c6 khuynh hudng
Phat Giao tir luc con nhd, va diéu nay lam cho
ong wa thich nhirng nguo1 Trung Hoa trong thanh
phé: “To1 théy ho biét tu ché, binh than, nghi€m
trang, va rat khac nhiing nguoi lao dong Uc binh

thuong”, vi gia dinh rat nghéo nén ong bo hoc
224



som, lam viéc cho mot t& bao va sau do Ong dén
Sydney lam ky gia, viét quang cao va ban sach.
Trong may nim gan day o6ng ciling nhan duoc
nhiéu hoc bong cua Ban Vin Hoc.

Nhitng nguoi c6 anh hudng dén tho ciia Robert
Gray trong thoi ky dau la D. H. Lawrence va
Willian Carlos Williams thi si ngud1 My, vi vao
gitra thap nién 1960, khi méi chu y dén Thién qua
nhitng cudn sach ciia Alan Watts, dng rat thich
cham ngon cua Williams vé loai tho ‘hinh anh’:
“Khong c6 ¥ tho nao, chi co trong sy vat”. Thién
hép dan dbi vai ong vi “su tu nhién va su tuoi
mat”, vi trong Thién c6 “nhiing hinh anh sic nét,
linh dong”, va vi trong nhiéu phuong dién, Thién
la “Phat Gido tién hoa, 16t bo tat ca nhing gi
huyén bi, bat thuong, va trd thanh mot kinh
nghiém thuan tdy, day chat tho” (Buddhism
evolved, 1t gets rid of all the occultism and
spernaturalism and becomes a pure, poetic
experience). Nhu trong bai “Gui Thién Su
Dogen” xuat ban nim 1974, mot trong nhitng bai
tho hay nhat cua 6ng, Dogen (Pao Nguyén) tur
Trung Hoa tro vé Nhat Ban khong vo1 mot tau
day kinh sach va nhiing gido Iy méi, ma véi “hai
tay khong" va mot thong diép doc nhat: “tat ca
nhitng gi quan trong, do6 la nhiing vat binh
thuong”. Gray chi quan tdm dén loai Phat Gido

225



tai thé gian nay, khong lan man, chinh yéu la
Thién Tao Pong va phan cot tay duy 1y cua
Theravada. C6 thé nodi rang mdi bai tho cta 6ng
kéu go1 su khiém cung va su tu quén minh trudce
thé giéi ty nhién. Thuyét vo ngd 1a mot van deé
kho cho nhiéu ngudi, nhung c6 vé khong phai 1a
mdt van dé doi vai ong, ma la mot su giai thoat
dich thuec.

Vi c6 thé thay “cai ta” cia mot c4 nhan chi 1a mot
40 tuéng (ma ching ta cam thdy xa cach va
khong co su song), nén bat cir mot triét 1y nao,
phat xuat tir 40 tudng d6 va cing co cho 4o tudng
do, thay cO mot tu nga trong vi try, thi du nhu
Thuong Dé hay mot dang Tuyét Poi nao do, thi
triét 1y d6 cling gia tao nhu vay".

Tho cua Robert Gray trinh bay mot cai nhin mo1
vé phong canh Uc ChAu, cam nhan tinh chat that
cua no, trong "chan nhu” cua nd. Pay la mot su
phoi hop c6 vé khong cudng bach ma lai tu
nhién, va nhu vay 1a két qua ciia mot truyén thong
trong Phat Gido Uc Chau co tir Marie Byles va
Max Dunn dén E. J. Banfield. Tho cta 6ng du
ngan hay dai ciing co sy tip trung cia thé tho
haiku Nhat Ban, thi du nhu trong bai tho “Phap
Thira” (Dharma Vehicle), phong canh xen lan véi
triét 1y tong hop Phat-L3ao ma 6ng xem la tinh

chat cua Thién:
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“Nhitng thdn cay vuwon lén cham,

Roi téa ra nhw hwong khoi.

Téi doc sach suot ngay dwdi nhitng goc cay,

Say mé véi cdc hién triét Trung Hoa ngay xua,
Nhirng nguoi tim 16i song diing,

Va thay rdang nguoi ta phdi thich g voi thién
nhién,

Voi cdi o bén ngoai tam vi ky cua minh,

Nhitng nguoi yéu thé gian nay”.

"The paperbacks climb

slowly

and are spreading out, like incense-smoke.
I read beneath the trees all day,

caught up

with those old Chinese

who sought the right way to live, and found
one must adapt to nature,

to what is

outside our egotism

who loved this earth"

Cam hung ctia Robert Gray vé “Vo Niém” (No
Thought), vé “danh thirc tdm ma khong tru tim
vao dau” (awaken the mind without fixing 1t
anywhere), dugc dat tron ven bén trong pham vi

phong canh Uc Chau. Ong viét rang nu cuoi cla
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Pirc Phat “giéng nhu mot miéng dua hau, xé toac
nhitng vong niém cua tam”, va mot trong nhiing
vong niém d6 1a cho rang trung tdm cta Phat
Gi4o nim & mot noi nao d6 & A Chau.

Robert Gray chi that su thuc hanh thién dinh vao
cudi thap nién 1970, sau g::?m nam muol nam doc
sach va theo cach néi cua 6ng “bi mac bay” cua
“con nguoi theo chi nghia thuan tay”
Krishnamurtt vo1 y tudng “khong ¢d6 phdp mon
dac bi€t nao ca” cua ong ta. Vao nam 1980, Gray
va vg cua Ong, Dee Jones, hoc & Trung Tam
Thién San Francisco — sau d6 ba tré lai hoc thém
muo1 hait thang ntra. Gray khong tr¢ lal cung voi
ba vi vi dao su dd khuyén ong 1a phai thoi viét
van trong khi tu hoc. Tuy nhién ong da thuc tap
thién quan Theravada v&i Joseph Golstein va chu
y nhiéu dén liéu phap Morita c6 nguon goc Thién.
Ngay nay Oong c¢6 mot trong nhitng b0 suu tap
séch Phat Gido ctia tu nhan 16n nhat Uc Chau, va
ong noéi rang minh quan tAm dén Phat Gido chi vi
“Phat Gido la ding su that, tirc 1a cd thé kiém
chirng dugc vé mat khoa hoc. Poi véi nhitng cau
ho1 cua chung ta vé su that cua cudc doi, Phat
Gido co6 1oi giai dap tot hon bat ctt mot hé thong
triét Iy nao khac”.
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Robert Gay

Robert Gray da dugc tang Giar Thuong Tho
Quéc Gia ciia Dai Hoi Nghé Thuat Adelaide, Giai
Thuong Premier of New South Wales, va vao
nim 1988 “Tuyén Tap Tho” cua ong co 1& & trong
sO ba tac pham ban chay nhat cua thi ca Uc Chau
duong dai. Nam 1988, cubn sach duoc dua vao
chuong trinh hoc Anh van HSC ¢ New South
Wales, va nhu vay theo bat cit tiéu chuin nao cua
ong cling la mot nguo1 phat ngdn quan trong cua
Phat Gido & Uc Chau. Trong to “Sydney Morning
Herald”, Kevin Hart nhan x¢&t réng “nhu mot
nguo1 thugc phai hinh anh, 6ng la ngudt vo song
trong the 2161 no1 tleng Anh”. Nguoi thi dua
ch1nh yeu vO1 Ong ¢ Uc la Les Murray cling no1
rang “Ong ¢6 con mat tinh nhat trong thi ca Uc
Chau", con Patrick White von 13 ngudi thuong
thao luan vé van hoc Thién véi Gray thi viét rang
tho ctia 6ng “mé ra nhirng vién canh siéu thoat co
kha ning lam thay d6i cudc doi cua ban trude khi
ban biét diéu gi dang xay ra”. Robert Gray nhéin
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xét rang trong khi doc gia ctia Les Murray la
nhtrng nguo1 Cong Giao thi doc gia cua ong la
nhiing nguoi chu truong bao vé moi1 truong, va
ong noi rang thi ca co thé 1a nghé thuat danh cho
nhitng nguol “wu t0”, nhung nhitng thi si nguot
M¥ c6 cam hung Thién nhu Jack Kerouac va
Gary Snyder lai gdy anh hudng vin hoa 16n dén
muc ¢6 thé 1am thay d6i tinh chat cua ca mot dan
toc. Giong nhu nhitng ngudi Phat Gido My c6 thé
ké ra Kerouac, Snyder, va nhitng nguoi khac nhu
nhitng anh hung van hoa cua ho, chic chan s& cé
lac nguoi Uc ké vé Fairweather va Gray mobi
ngay moi nhiéu hon.

Nhiing nha vin Uc noi tiéng khac chiu anh hudng
ciia Phat Gido trong cudi thap nién 1960 va dau
thap nién 1970 1a C. J. Koch, David Easter, Judith
Wright, Michael Dransfield, Vicki Viidikas, va
Colin Johnson. Du vé sau trd thanh ngudi Cong
G140, trong thap nién 1960 Chirstopher Koch da
st dung marthuana vo1 Ken Kesey ¢ Stanford va
da “khoi hanh” véi van hdéa An Gido va Phat
Giao & An Do va Indonesia: vi thé cta Uc ¢ A
Chau 1a mot dé tai chinh yéu trong tic pham cua
ong. Tu:0’ng tu, David Easter 14 mot phan cua
cudc “md rong vé mat tdm tri” cua thap nien
1960, va v&i quan diém cua ong cho rang Uc
Chau 1a “thung liing budn ngt cua thé gidi Tay
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Phuong", ong da khai thac nhing dé tai Phat
Gido. Piac biét 1a trong cudn tiéu thuyét “Coi
Tinh P9” (The Pure Land) xuat ban nim 1973,
Judith Wright khong nhan la minh rang budc voi
Phat Gido, nhung ba cling no1 vo1 mot nha bao
rang triét 1y riéng cua ba 1a mot loai Phat Gido
trong tu ¥ niém “than tho dia” (spirit of place)
ciia ngudi ban dia Uc Chau. Tuy nhién ba noi
rang “ngay ca trong Phat Gido, con nguoi ciing tu
xem minh 13 hang sanh linh cao hon céc vi than ...
D6 1a diéu ma toi khong déng v véi Phat Giao".
Trong mot sé bai tho cua Michael Dranstield va
trong bon cudn sach ctia Vicky Viidikas viét khi
ba di khiap An Do trong muo1 ndm co quan diém
chong vin hoa manh hon vé Phat Gido.

Thi si va tleu thuyet gia Tho Dan Uc Colin
Johnson d4 séng & An Do trong bay nam tir 1968
dén 1975, trong d6 ba nam nhu mot tu si Phat
Gido. Néu c6 thé so sanh Robert Gray véi Gary
Snyder thi ciling c6 thé xem Johnson vé nhiéu mit
1a mot Jack Kerouac ciia Uc Chau. Giong nhu
Kerouac ong cung da la nguoir Cong Giao, cing
co nhung luc song theo kiéu behomian, va cung
dic biét chu y dén Theravada véi ¥ thitc sic bén
vé su kho cua gido phai nay. Sinh nim 1938 &
gan Perth, 6ng dugc nudi trong mot vién mod coi,

va sau d6 trong mot lan bi ti, 6ng bat ngd quy y
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Phat Gido. Sau khi chi nghe n61 danh hi¢u DPtrc
Phat 6ng biét rang trong kiép trudc minh phai la
mot Phat tir: “Néu khong thi ta1 sao to1 lar chu
tam dén Phat Gido nhu vay?". Nam 1959 6ng doi
dén Melbourne véi sy gitp d& ctia Hoi Thing
Tién Ngudi Tho Dan, hoa tron ngay véi nhiing
“beatnick” va song trong mot “ngdi nha thudc
canh ta” & Carlton. Ong viét cho Mary Durack
rang minh d3 tré thanh “mot Beatnick 1am cong
viéc thiéng liéng tim lai chinh minh. Téi da dé
mot ham rdu nhéd va di lang thang khap
Melbourne chi dé tim va tim ..” Trong cling nim
1959 6ng gia nhap H61 Phat Giao Victoria nhu
mot trong sO rat it nguo1 a1 mo Kerouac thudc hoi
doan nay, va sau d6 thinh thoang noi chuyén vé
nhitng dé tai nhu “Y Nghia Cua Hinh Tuong Dirc
Phat". Nam 1965 6ng 1a nguoi Tho Dan Uc dau
tién c6 mot cudn tiéu thuyét duoc xuat ban, d6 1a
cuon “Wild Cat Falling” ctia nha xuat ban
Penguin, dwa trén kinh nghi€ém cua ong trong
“nén van hoa phu ctia nguoi Tho Dan” & Perth.
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Colin Johnson

Nam 1968 Colin Johnson hanh huong den An
Do, dac biet dé xuat gia lam tu si va co gang ri
b “ndi budn ning nhu chi” cua minh. Phan 16n
tho1 gian ong tru ngu ¢ Calcutta va Darjeeling,
lam viéc cho Ho1 Dai B6 Pé (Maha Bodhi) va
hoc tiéng Pali. Ong tho giéi nam 1971 & Bo6 Bé
Pao Trang (Bodh Gaya), va ciing hoc thién quan
Vipassana voi Thién Su Goenka, va Phat Gido
Tay Tang vo1 Lat Ma Kalu Rinpoche. Nam 1975
ong trd vé Uc, danh thoi gid cho viée viét sach va
cing hoc mot khoa tiéng Sanskrit & Pai Hoc
Melbourne. Ong d3 xuat ban hai cuén tiéu thuyét
va mot cuon tho “The Song Circle of Jacky”,
duogc dé cir tranh giai National Book Council
Awards nam 1987. Giéng nhu loai Phat Gido cua
Robert Gray, Phat Gido ctia 6ng ciing nhudém mau
y thire x4 hoi, va cudn tho pha tron Phat Gido voi
chinh tri ¢6 tinh cach tranh dau cia ngudi Tho
Dan, mot phan dugc gay cam himg boi triét Iy cai
tao cua Dr. Ambedkar va viéc phuc hoi Phat Gido
trong giai cap thap nhat & An Do cia ong nay.
Nam 1988 Colin Johnson day mon van hoc Tho
Dan Uc ¢ Pai Hoc ‘Queensland, va ong viét rang

“oiong doi chinh yéu cua toi chay xudi theo Gido
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Phap” (The central flow of my life follows the
Dharma).

Trong dau thap nién 1970, rat it ngudi Uc dén A
Chau dé nghién ctru Phat Gido védi cung quéa khu
tim hi€u lau dai nhu Colin Johnson. Déi véi dai
da s6 ho thi nhirng trung tdm Phat Gido ¢ Thai
Lan, Nepal, va An D¢ chi 13 nhitng tram nging
tam linh tam tho1 trén con duong hippy. Nam
1959 ¢o 10,800 nguoi Uc di A Chau, nhung chi
dén nam 1969 con s6 nay da tang vot 1én 82,000.
Nhiéu nguoi dung y phuc va 16i song A Chau dé
biéu 16 su chdi bo xa hoi Uc cua minh, va nhu
vay Phat Gido chi Ia mdt cam xuUc giai doan.
David Maurice da hanh huong chiém bai nhitng
Phat tich & An Do vao nam 1972, nhiéu hippy ma
ong da gip trong chuyén viéng thim nay thi 6ng
nghi rang khoang 50% chi 14 nhitng ngudi nghién
can sa, 20% la gian di€p cua mot nudc nao do,
thuong déng vai dan ghién, 20% la nhitng nguoi
“tam dao”, noéi cho ding hon 1a nhirng nguoi “luc
lo1”, va 10% la nhitng nguo1 tim dao thuc su, tuy
nhién trong s6 ndy chi c6 mot phan nho 1a co tri
hué va can dam dé tim.

Riéng trong viéc du hanh cling c6 mot cam tuong
khong goc ré nao do, va nhing nguo1 doc sach
Phat Gido nhu mot phan “bon phan cta nguoi du
lich”, hoac chi tinh c& gap mot vi Thﬁy hay mot
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khoa Thién, thuong thay minh dé hap thu mot
cach khong ngo. Thi du 1a vao khoang nam 1973,
nguoi ta duoc biét 1a co hai vi Lat Ma Tay Tang
dang day nhirng khoa Thién dai ba muoi ngay 6
tu vién Kopan gan Thung Ling Katmandu. Trong
nam nam sau d6 c6 gan ba tram nguol Uc tham
du nhitng ky nhdp that hang nim nay, khoang
hon chuc nguoi sé ¢ lai xuat gia lam Tang Ni dé
t&r ctia hai vi Thay, d6 1a Lat Ma Thubten Yeshe
va Lat Ma Zopa Rinpoche. Nhiéu nguol dan mién
Bac An Do va Nepal theo Phat Giao Tay Tang
von 1a maot tin ngudng cO mau sac huyen ao giong
nhu mot thir do giac psychedelia.

Mot noi rat khac va ciing khong kém dong duc, it
nhat 1a d6i véi dan 6ng, la nhimg trung tam tu hoc
trong rimg & mién Pong Bic Thai Lan. Theo 10i
Phra Khantipalo thi ¢ day c6 1& dd c6 dén hai
tram ngudi Uc tho gidi Ty Kheo véi nhitng thoi
gian khac nhau. Phra Mahasamai thuoc Chua
Buddharangsee & Sydney ndi rang khoang mot
ntra tong s6 Tang si Tdy Phuong ¢ Thai Lan 1a
ngudi Uc.
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Thién Su Robert Aitken

Nho ¢6 Phra Khantipalo ma nhiéu ngudi nghe noi
dén truyén thong tu hoc trong rimg va di dén Thai
Lan. Cung v61 Lat Ma Yeshe va Robert Aitken,
Pai1 Duc Phra Khantipalo 1a mt trong ba vi To
c¢6 nhiéu anh hudng nhat ctia Phat Gido Uc Chau
thoi ky gan day. Sinh nim 1932 & gan London
v6i thé danh Lawrence Mills, 6ng nhé lai rang
mon hoc ddc nhat hép dan duoc minh & truong la
lich sit A Chau. Sau hai nam hoc nghé lam vuon,
ong lam giang vién giao duc trong quan do1 Anh
& Ai Cap, vi ca ngay khong c6 nhiéu viéc dé lam
nén ong chi doc sach, va khi ngau nhién xem
cudn “Phat Giao" cta Chirstmas Humphreys ong
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c¢6 cam tuong 1a minh d3 “trd vé nha”. Nam 1959
ong tré vé London lam trong nganh hoa vién, gia
nhap Hoi Phat Gido, sau d6 xuat gia va tho gidi
v6i Pai Pt Tién S H. Saddhatissa, & Tu Vién
Phat Gido London nam 1959. Nam sau d6 ong di
An PO dé hoc véi vi Ty khuu ngudi Anh,
Sangharakshita, & Kalimpong. Ho cung nhau di
nhiéu noi, vi c6 lién quan dén phong trao cia
Tién Si Ambedhar. Phra Khantipalo song & Thai
Lan tir 1963 dén 1973. Noi thuong tra ctia 6ng 1a
chua Bovoranives ¢ Bangkok, v&1 nhirng giai
doan ngan & cac tu vién trong ring. Vi tu s Cong
Gido noi tiéng Thomas Merton gip Ong &
Bangkok vao cudi thap nién 1960, va thay ong
“dugc tiéng 1a hoc rong va nhiét thanh trong
nhu’ng nguol That Lan”. Merton cing nhan thay
ong “rat 6m, xuong lo1 ra thay rd. Ong co vé la
nguodi nghiém khac vé gidi luat, nhung hiéu biét”.
Trong mot s6 phuong dién nao d6 co 1& Phra
Khantipalo khong phai 1a mot vi Thﬁy thich hop
cho cac hippy Nimbin, nhung do1 song cua ong
c¢6 nhiéu diéu 1am cho ho kinh trong: khong gia
dinh, khong tai1 san, thién dinh va tir bi. Ong dén
Sydney ngay 5 thang 4 nam 1973, mud1 ngay
trudc Phra Chao Khun Pariyattikavee, dugc cu
dén boi Hoi Phat Gido Mahamakut nhu 1a két qua

cua cudc thuong luong dai va kho khan cua
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Charles Knight. Hai v1 tu si tri ngu ¢ mot ngo1
nha & Eastlake (do HO1 Phat Gido New South
Wales mua vao cudi nam 1972) mot thoi gian
ngfm trudc khi Sir quan Thai Lan tim dugc nhirng
cho & khac. DD Phra Khantipalo thuyet phap va
day nhitng khoa thién ¢ Hoi trong may thang,
nhung véi ché d6 Natasha Jackson van con
nguyén ven va hai hd1 vién quan trong thudc uy
ban diéu hanh, Malcolm Pearce va Bill Rait, 1a tin
d6 Pai thira, nguoi ta cé thé biét trude 1a sy hop
tac nay khong lau dai va Phra Khantipalo chuyén
sy chtl tim clia minh dén noi khac.

Ong duoc moi dén Nimbin trudc hét vao cudi
nam 1973, va sau d6 di day Thién ¢ khap noi
trong nude, phoi hop su quan tAm ciia moi ngudi
dua dén viéc thanh 1ap nhitng Hoi Phat Gido mdi
& Perth, Canberra va Brisbane. M6t mua kiét ha,
ong luu trd ¢ Mullumbimby, New South Wales,
va mot mua khac voi Ilse Ledermann, tic Su Co
Ayya Khema, & gan Nambour, Queensland, 13
nguoi gitr gidi luat nghiém khic nén di dén dau
ong ciing dugc moi nguoi tin tudng, va cac tin d6
Phat Gido Uc rat kinh trong dng vi sy uyén béc va
kinh nghiém vé Gido Phap cua ong. C6 nguoi cho
rang nhitng ban dich vin van cia 6ng cé phan co
dién, nhung ong hoan toan co kha nang viét van

xudi. Vé cach hudng dan cia o6ng thi mot Ty
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Kheo Ni Thién Tong trude kia da hoc voi dng noi
rang moi nguol nhan thay tuy bé ngoai cO Ve
nghiém khac nhung that ra ong la nguoi rat coi
mo.

Ngudi ta khong thé tim dwgce hai vi Thay Phat
G1ao nao khac nhau hon Phra Khantipalo va Lat
Ma Yeshe. Co thé so sanh hai vi Thay nay véi Bo
Pé Pat Ma va B6 Pai Hoa Thuong — mot nguol
¢ vé khic kho va nghiém nghi, nguoi kia thi vui
ve va rong mo. Phra Khantipalo nh¢ 1a da gap Lat
Ma Yeshe ¢ Hoc Vién Chenrezig, g?m Nambour,
vao khoang nam 1975, va dugc mo1 an nhirng
miéng thit bo chién 16n, theo kiéu Tay Tang. Ong
nhé lai rang véi tinh “ngudi” cua nguodi Anh, 6ng
khong quen cudi nhiéu nhu vdy, nhung “khé tim
duoc nguol nao vui ve, han hoan va sinh dong
nhu Lat Ma Yeshe”.

Hai Thay tro, Lat Ma Yeshe & Lat Ma Zopa

Lat Ma Yeshe sinh nam 1935 ¢ mot ngo1 lang
nho gan Lhasa, mien trung Tay Tang, va theo lo1
hudng dan cua mot vi Lat Ma phai Kagyu, ong

duoc xem la hoa than cua vi Su truong cua mot
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nit tu vién & gan d6. Cac Ty Kheo Ni chiéu
chudng 6ng cho dén khi 1én sau tudi ong dugc
dua dén tu vién Sera dé bat dau tu hoc. Trong sO
cac vi Thay cua ong 13 hai gido su cua Ptc Dalai
Lat Ma, va ong da trai1 qua chuong trinh hoc cam
go trong mudi hai nim trude khi duge cap bang
“geshe”, nhung 6ng dugc nodi tieng khong phai vi
1a mot hoc gia 130 luyén, vi sau khi tron khoi Tay
Tang nam 1959 va tiép tuc viéc hoc ¢ T4y Bengal
ong duoc tiéng 1a hay ngi guc hodc vang mit
trong 16p hoc. Su that 1a ong thuong thic sudt
dém dé bi mat hoc tiéng Anh, va khi cac ban
dong tu kham pha ra ho ndi dua rang chic chan
ong chi nghi dén tién. Co 18 rat sém d6ng di cd
dinh dua Phat Gido dén véi ngudi Ty Phuong.
Trong thot gian nay ong duoc giao cho viéc trong
xem mot vi hoa than tré tudi tén 1a Thubten Zopa.
Lat Ma Zopa sinh nim 1946 & Nepal, gan nui
Everest va duoc xem la hoa than cua cua vi
“Lawudo Lat Ma”, ngudi dd hanh thién trong ba
muo1 nam trong mot hang nui. Trudc nam 1959
Lat Ma Zopa da hoc ¢ tu vién DungKar ¢ bén kia
bién giéi Tay Tang r6i sau d6 hoc voi Geshse
Rubten va hoc mot chut tiéng Anh ¢ Dalhousie
trudce khi gap Lat Ma Yeshe.

Nam 1965 Lat Ma Yeshe va Lat Ma Zopa chuyén

dén Darjeeling, noi ho gip dé tir nguoi Tay
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Phuong dau tién ctia minh, mot cong chta nguoi
Nga, xinh dep va giau c6 tén la Zema Rachevsky.
Niam 1969, ba nguoi dinh cu & Kopan, gan thu d6
Katmandu cua Nepal, va day khoa Thién dau tién
cho muo1 hai nguo1 Tay Phuong vao thang 11
nam 1971. Nam 1974 s6 hoc vién duoc giéi han
khoang hai tram ngudi vi thiéu phuong tién. Mdi
khoa hoc ba muoi ngay dua theo phap “Lam
Rim” (ti€m tu), tc 1a chuwong trinh tu hoc tung
budc mot theo thir tu trude sau tir lac bat dau cho
dén khi dat gidc ngd. Sau khoa hoc 1a nhiing ky
nhép that co sy giam sat ctia cac vi Thay. Hai vi
Lat Ma bd tic cho nhau mot cach hoan hao: Lat
MaYeshe 1a nguot soi noi, con Lat Ma Zopa thi
rat tram tinh va khiém nhuong, v6i nhitng bai néi
chuyén vong quanh, 1ap di lap lai, gidn doan boi
nhitng con ho kéo dai, thuong nhan manh tinh
chat dau kho ctia cudc doi va hanh gia can phai
sam hoi.

Trong s6 nhitng nguoi Uc dau tién ngodi dudi
chan hai vi Lat Ma la bac si Nick Ribush, mot
chuyén vién vé than & Melbourne, va ban gal cua
ong, Marie Obrot, mOt nguoi1 thich truot tuyét.
Hai nguoi roi Ue Chau nam 1972, va sau khi tinh
cd tham dy mot khoa Thién cua hai vi Thay Tay
Tang, Ribush rat cam phuc tinh chat khoa hoc cua
Phat Gido: “Pay 1a mot hé thong tu tudong khoa
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hoc viing chac dua trén hai ngan nim trim nam
thién quan”. Ong nhiét thanh dén muc chang bao
lau sau da dua ca me va em trai cua minh vao
Phat Gido va tra tién vé may bay cho céc ban cia
minh sang tham du khéa Thién ké tiép. Mot phan
1a vi 6ng ma Phat Gido Tay Tang & Uc Chau phan
16n 1a mot hién tugng cua thanh phé Melbourne.

Bac Sl Nlck Ribush, ngwoi Tdy Phuong dau tién
tu theo Phat Giao Tay Tang

Nam 1974, Marie Obrot, vé sau c6 phap danh 1a
Yeshe Khadro, va mot Ty khuu N1 nguo1 Canada
tén 14 Ann McNeil, t6 chic chuyén viéng thim
Uc Chau dau tién cua Lat Ma Yeshe va Lat Ma
Zopa, vé sau trd thanh nhiing viéng thim hang
nam. Pén Uc vao thang bay, hai vi ¢ lai1 hon ba
thang, t6 chirc mot khoa thién ba muoi ngay cho
khoang hai tram nguo1 ¢ Diamond Valley,
Queensland, va thuyét phap & Melbourne va
Sydney. Trong cudc viéng tham nay, Nick Ribush
va Marie Obrot ciing hién 65 hecta dat ma ho da
mua vo1 hai nguol ban la Tom va Kathy Vickta
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trude khi di ra nudc ngoai. O day Hoc Vién
Chenrezig duoc thiét 1ap, va 1a trung tAm dau tién
ciia Lat Ma Yeshe trong s6 hon ba muoi trung
tam trén khap thé gidi vdi may ngan hoc vién.
Chuyén viéng tham nim 1974 cia hai vi Lat Ma
nhan duogc sy quan tdm dang ké cua gidi truyén
thong, voi nhitng to bao “khdéng theo truyén
thong” nhu t& “Cosmos” trang trong tuong thuat
tat ca nhitng hoat dong cua hai vi. Cac phong vién
thudc loai “nghiém chinh” thay loai tiéng Anh sai
van pham va giong noi cua Lat Ma Yeshe 1a kho
hiéu. Co 1& 6ng d3 hoc tiéng Anh phan 16n véi
cac hippy. Néu khong ké Phra Khantipalo thi
chua bao gio trude do lai o mot nguo1 nao dua
may tram nguoi Uc dén voi viéce thuc hanh Phat
Giao. Ngoat sy kien ong la mot tu si Phat Giao
Tay Tang, Lat Ma Yeshe la1 la nguoi co su nong
am va tinh kho1 hai, vi vay ong da gay an tuong
manh cho moi ngudi . Ong 1a mot ngudi trinh
dién hoan hao, va & bat ctr ddu ong ciing chiém
ngu toan thé cur toa. Theo 15i cua chinh ong thi
ong la mot “hippy Tay Tang”, va khong it nguot
dong huong Tay Tang cam thay kho chiu véi
hanh vi khong chinh thong cla 6ng.

Vé nhiéu mit Lat Ma Yeshe 1a nguol chinh
thong, thi du nhu khi tréng thay mot tam hinh ni

than Tara nao ong cuing bi€u 10 1ong ton sung mot
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cach nhi€t thanh, hoac dap vao phia sau cac d¢ tu
ctia minh mdt ca néu ho ddm budc 1én trén mét to
béo, vi tat ca nhiing to gidy c6 chit viét hay chit in
dugc nguot Tay Tang xem la thiéng li€ng, nhung
ong cung cho rang “0 Tay Phuong, nhung loai
thudc kich thich t6t cho nguoi so co, vi dung
nhitng loai thudc nay la moét su thi nghiém cho
thay kha ning cua tam tri”. Ong nghi rang cac dé
tr ctia minh nén t6 chtc nhimg “hdp dém Giao
Phap” (Dharma Nighclub) mét cach déu dan, noi
ho “khiéu v va uong ruou giong nhu nguoi Tay
Phuong". Ong 1a nguodi nau dn gioi, thich xem
truyén hinh va 1ai xe hoi, thich ndi dua bat cur luc
nao va om moi nguoi, do d6 vi pham mot s6 2101
luat nho cua cac Ty kheo. Nhirng hanh vi nhu vay
ciia ong lam cho gidi chinh thong [én tiéng phé
binh, va thuong dua dén su lan truyén nhitng tin
don, thi du nhu cac Ty kheo ni, dé tur cua ong lam
nghé mai dam. Chac chan mot sO nguodi Tay Tang
khong thich sy noi tiéng cua 6ng; vi nhu chung ta
s& thay, ong da tro thanh mot hién tugng truyén
thong quoc t&, mot hién twong ma luc da qua do1
lai con 16n hon 1a khi con sdng, vi bay gio nguot
ta d3 tim thay “hoa than” nguo1 Tay Ban Nha cua
ong. It co ai biét rang vao nim 1981, Lat Ma
Yeshe da “cud1” mot nguol vo Uc dé co thé nhap
canh Tay Tang bang ho chiéu Uc. Viéc ndy cho
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thay 6ng c6 lién hé mat thiét vdi Uc Chau va
cling cho thay tinh chat linh dong ciia cac tu si
Tay Tang. Da sO cac tu si Theravada s& phat so
néu ho nghe noi dén chuyén mot Ty kheo cuor
vo, du chi dé 1ay mot to gidy thong hanh.

Vao dau thap nién 1970, v6i nhirng hoat dong ciia
Phra Khantipalo va Lat Ma Yeshe, Ho1 Phat Giao
New South Wales trai qua mot cudc bién dong vé
tinh chat. Nhiéu hippy di tr& vé Uc dé “danh
trong Phap” bang viéc thiét 1ap nhiing trung tam,
va cac nhom sac toc moc lén 6 Sydney, két qua 1a
hoi doan nhd cta Natasha Jackson bat dau kho
can dan. Trung tim cta Phat Gido khong con & A
Chau ntra, nhung cling khong ¢ trong Ho1 Phat
G1ao nay. Pé stra d6i tinh trang, cac ho1 vién
trong ban diéu hanh quyét dinh thuc hién mot su
da dang hoa bang cach cho phép Bill Rait t(3 chirc
nhitng 16p day Thién va Malcolm Pearce t6 chirc
nhitng khoa thién tap thé. Bill Rait 1a nguoi To6
Cach Lan va d3 chuyén hudng tr Phat Gido
Theravada dén Thién Tong sau khi chimg kién
may bay Nhat tan cong kiéu “kamikaze” céc
chién ham Pong Minh trong Thé Chién Thir Hai.
Vao dau thap nién 1960 dng tham du nhiing khoa
Thién cta Christmas Humphreys ¢ London, roi
gia nhap Ho1 Phat Giao New South Wales sau khi
dén Uc Chau nim 1966. Khi Charles Knight “vé
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huu”, Bill Rait dam trach nhiéu cong viéc quan tri
cua Ho1, vi ong than vo1 Natasha Jackson, du ong
c¢6 khuynh hudng Thién Téng va chinh trj thudc
canh hitu. Piéu nay cho thay 6ng 1a nguoi dé
mén, va khong phai 1a Natasha Jackson da tré nén
dé tinh khi vé gia. Vao nam 1973 khi Natasha
Jackson dugc 71 tu01 mot ky gia cua to “Sydney
Morning Herald” viét rang ba van rat “quyén rii
va linh hoat mét cach thuc té ... c6 tinh thfmg
thirng va dé noi gian”.

Malcolm Pearce di xa cach Hoi dan vao dau thap
nién 1960, va sau modt cudc gip gd ngan vdi gido
phai Scientology (Khoa Hoc), 6ng dén Nhat Ban
nam 1964 dé nghién ctru Rissho Kosei-kai (Phai
Lap Chanh Giao Thanh Ho61), mdt chi phai cua
Nichiren (Nhat Lién Tong). Co 1€ it gay tranh
luan hon chi phai Soka Gakkai (Sang Gia Hoc
Hoi), Rissho Kosei-kai doi héi cac tin d6 moi
ngay nguyen trung thanh véi vi chu tich cua phai
1a Nikkyo Niwano. Su phoi hop tin ngudng tho to
tién cia phai nay lam cho ngudi ta nghi ngd rang
day khong phai la mot giao phai Phat Giao.
Malcolm Pearce khong chap nhan mot SO phuong
dién cta phai ndy, nhung ong rat chu y dén chu
trrong lam cong tac xa ho1 va phuong phap tham
van nhom cua phai. Trong mot chuyén di Nhat

sau do, ong két hon voi mot nhan vién cia Rissho
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Kosei-kai, va hai nguoi trd vé Uc véi ¥ dinh
truyén ba gido 1y cia phai nay. Luc dau ho lam
cong vigc nay vo1 mot nhom thi nghiém 6 mot thi
tran noi Pearce 1am nghé day hoc. Pén nam 1973,
Natasha Jackson, khong biét 1a minh s& di den
dau, da cho phép vo chong Pearce song ¢ ngdi
biét thy moéi mua & Eastlake dé lam “quan gia”.
Pugc Natasha Jackson cho phép, Pearce t0 chirc
“Hoi Gido Phap” (Dharma Circle) dau tién cua
ong, mot “nhom thanh nién gap go6” vao thang
bay nam do, duoc dit ra dé “khong bi can tro boi
su ¢cO mat cua cac tu si hay nguoi gia (tru khi
nhitng nguodi nay duge moi tham du)”. Mot diéu
lam cho Natasha Jackson khong vui long la
nhtrng cudc hop t6i thtr sdu mdi tuan cua Pearce
duoc nhiu ngudi hudng ung hon 1a nhitng cudc
dién thuyét toi thur tu ciia ba, va chang bao lau,
hai bén tré nén d6i dich nhau, v&i Bill Rait & vao
khoang gitra.
Luc d6 su ciang thang di xuat hién duoc mot thoi
gian va coO 1€ Natasha Jackson da tu lau cam théy
loai Phat Giao cua minh dang gap nguy hiém,
nhung diéu nay chi lam cho ba cuong quyét hon.
Khi su d6 v& xay ra thi d6 cling 12 mot trong
nhitng giai doan it dugc biét rd nhat trong lich sir
Phat Gido Uc Chau. Pay 1a mot diém tranh luan
16n cho dén ngay nay, va cung voéi nhitng ngudi
247



theo Theravada, ngudi ta thuong cho ring
Natasha Jackson d bi “truc xuat mot cach tan
bao” trong mot cudc “cach mang no1 hoang
cung”. Nguo1 ta xem day la mot am muu cua phai
Rissho Kosei-kai nham hiém, v&i nhitng phuong
phap xam nhap va chiém cu cac hot doan cua ho.
Tat nhién Malcolm Pearce muon dung Hoi Phat
Gido New South Wales lam phuong tién truyén
ba Rissho Kosei-kai, nhung c¢6 1€ khong co gi
tham ddc trong viéc nay ca. Su viec chi la dudi su
lanh dao cua Natasha Jackson, HO1 da khong con
stc manh, va Malcolm Pearce nghi rang duong
16i ciia minh s& lay lai mot chut sinh khi cho Hoi.
C6 1& d3 c6 mot bau khong khi dao chanh trong
thang 11 nam 1975. Malcolm Pearce nhin nhan
rang & ban diéu hanh ong da “choi tro chinh trj
nhiéu hon bat ctr ngudi nao khac”, nhung 6ng co
dung k§ thuat “shakubuku” (nhiép phuc) nhu
Natasha Jackson da am chi hay khong thi do la1 la
chuyén khac. Natasha Jackson néi rang Malcolm
Pearce ciing d3 nghién ctru mot cuén sach cta J.
A. Brown tén la “Ky Thuat Thuyét Phuc”, va viéc
ong dung chiéng va trong Nichiren d3 dugc “tinh
toan dé pha huy tam ly d01 khang” theo kiéu
“nhitng nhéan t6 thoi mién”. Ba ké rang nhu mot
phan cua viéc nhiép phuc, Pearce va vo ciia 6ng
cung v&i nhitng ngudi ho trg dd “la hét ... va rot
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cudc t6i phai tir chirc”. SO sach ciia Hoi cho thay
rang mot trong nhirng nguoi ban cua Natasha
Jackson 1a Paul Boston — ma cudi nim dé di An
Po dé tho 2101 Ty kheo — da nhan dugc mot “thu
khién trach”, va bi de doa s& chi duoc lam “hoi
vién dy bi” vi da khong hoi y kién ban diéu hanh
trude khi dién thuyét & Wayside Chapel. Viéc nay
c6 thée di duoc dung dé khiéu khich Natasha
Jackson vi tir truéc dén gid ba dd cd nhitng hanh
v1 khong than thién vo1 ca nhirg ho1 vién “trung
lap” trong ban diéu hanh, va mot nguoi trong so
d6 nho lai rang minh thuong “bi duc ba xé ra
tirng manh”.
Moi viéc trd nén cong khai vao ngay 6 thang 12,
trong mot cudc hop khong cd6 mat Natasha
Jackson khi nhirng ngud1 thudc phai cia Malcolm
Pearce phé binh rang ba la nguoi “rat khac nghiét,
doc doan va vé nhiéu mit khong phat la Phat ti",
va “néu & trong bat ctr mot to chirc nao khac
nhtrng hanh dong cua ba s€ lam cho ba b1 truc
xuat”. Ho noi rang ba c6 tinh hung hing, va néu
ba khong tan cong Pai Puc Somakola hay Phra
Khantipalo thi ba ciing tan céng chinh nhiing hoi
vién cua HO1. Malcolm Pearce cho dang mot ban
trong trinh trong ban tin cia Hoi, ndi rang “tranh
luan vé gido 1y ... nhicu nhat chi co gia tri gitp
vui giéi han, con vé lau dai thi cling khong giai
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quyet duoc van dé cia ai ca, ma con lam gia tang
van dé". Luc nay ong da co du sO nguoi trong ban
diéu hanh dé dua cho Natasha Jackson mot toi
hau thu yéu cau ba dimg noi “nhitng 101 phi bang
c6 tinh chat bé phai” nita, tirc 12 ba hiy ngimg chi
trich Rissho Kosei-kai. Co 1€ Natasha Jackson
cam thay minh khong con cach ndo khac ngoai
viée tir chire, nhung ba da tir chtre véi su phan no.
Ba cho luu hanh thu tir chtrc ciia minh trong khap
gidi Phat Giao, v6i v dinh t6 cao Malcolm Pearce
va am muu “Kosei-Kai hoa” Ho1 Phat Gido New
South Wales mot cach phan bdi. Luc lugng tin
ngudng phi 1y di ché ngu nhiing nguoi khac
nhung ba s& khong chiu khuat phuc.

Tiéng noi cua 1y tri trong vu ndy co 18 1a Bill Rait,
nguodi da co gang vira ¢ lai trong HoOi vira gitr
dugc tinh ban vo1 Natasha Jackson. Ong noi rang
mac du Malcolm Pearce van luén luon mudn Hoi
“d1 theo con duong Rissho Kosei-kai”, nhung ong
ta “khong am muu lam cho Natasha Jackson phai
tir chitc, ma ba ta ty rat lui vi d3 c6 thai do day
thanh kién va c6 chap”. Pai Pticc Dhammika tirc
Paul Boston du phé binh Malcolm Pearce nhung
cling noéi rang Natasha Jackson phé phan viéc
Pearce danh trong va nhiing viéc khac nhung ba
ta ¢ khong hung hing vé nhirng diéu nay, va néu
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ba mém déo hon mét chat, va Malcolm Pearce
b6t 1ol dung co ho1 nay mot chut thi hai nguot da
c6 thé lam viéc cung voi nhau. T4t nhién day la
mot vu dang budn, vi mot nguo1 dan ba da Céng
hién hon hai muoi nim trong doi cua minh cho
Hoi lai cam thay bi cudng bach phai tir chic
trong mot bau khong khi day ac cam nhu vay. It
nhat 1a cho dén ndm 1971 Hoi Phat Gido New
South Wales da 1a tdm diém cta Phat Gido Uc
Chau va Natasha Jackson da la nhan vat chinh
ciia Hoi. Natasha Jackson d3 co nhiing sai lam 1
rét, nhung c6 18 Phat Gido & Uc Chau ngay nay
c6 thé dung nhiéu duc tinh nghi van va strc manh
duy 1y cua ba.

Niam 1976, sau mot chuyén thim viéng nudc
Nga, Natasha Jackson b1 dot quy, nhung hoi phuc
du strc khoé dé hoat dong vo1 cac sinh vién Ban
Nghién Ctru Ton Giao cua Pai Hoc Sydney trong
hai1 nam. Thang 10 nam 1988 ba vao mot vién
diéu dudng ¢ Sydney, & tudi 86, vi bi bénh
Alzheimer.

Chuong 5
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Nhitng Nguoi Panh Trong Phap
(gia1 doan 1971-1975)

Pai Ptiic R. Somaloka dén Sydney vao ngiy 9
thang 5 nam 1971, phi ton di chuyén do Tu vién
Malaccan Buddhist chi tra. Tién nghi duy nhat ma
Hoi Phat Gido New South Wales c6 thé tim duoc
cho 6ng 1a mot cai nha thay quan ao dugc sta
sang & bén canh mot ho boi nhé & Brighton-Le-
Sand, va khi ong vira mdi 1én tiéng kéu ca vé dicu
nay thi Natasha Jackson lam cho su viéc khong
dé chiu hon nita. Ba dé 16 ra tanh khi chéng tu s1
ctia minh, va nhét dinh néi réng vi Dai btrc dung
c6 ngdi & d6 khong lam gi ca ma hiy giup viée
danh may chit va nhitng viéc nho khac. Ba cling
noi rang néu Pai Puc cé di choi quanh Sydney
thi hdy di bang phuong tién giao thong cong
cong. Pai Puc Somalaka phan d6i diéu nay voi 1y
do 1a cac Ting si khong dugc cam tién (mic du
da so Tang si ¢ Tich Lan ngdy nay duoc giif tién).
Natasha Jackson noi gian; ba nghi rang thai do
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cia cac Tang si noi chung 1a “rdt khéng thuc té
trong thé gidi ngay nay, khi ma ngay cd Nip
Hoang Elizabeth ciing dwwoc xem la nén bién minh
cho dia vi dimg dau quoc gia ciia minh. Lam sao
nguoi ta co thé doi héi mét dia vi chi ¢ quyén loi
ma khong cé bon phgn?”, doi v6i ba thi Tang si
phan nhiéu 1 nhiing nguol ngoi khong va nhiing
nguoi “ghét dan ba”. Tat nhién mot phan nguyen
nhan cia thai do nay 1a ba cho rang minh thuyét
phap gioi hon da so cac Tang si, va vi viy ba
khong hoan hy khi thay ho 1a nhitng ngudi thu
hut dugce nhiéu thinh gia. Pai Ptrc Somaloka hai
muoi bay tudi, va vé sau ba viét rang Pai Duc
“khong phdi la ngwoi thuyét phdp dang hai long
cho lam”. Nhirng nguoi khac trong tly ban xem
Pai Duc 1a ngud1 nho co hdi, va nhu vay nguoi ta
khong ngac nhién khi thay lién hé ctua Pai Duc
Somaloka vo1 HO1 Phat Giao New South Wales
chi kéo dai1 dugc hon mot thang.
Luc do Charles Knight va Natasha Jackson clng
dang bat hoa voi nhau mot thoi glan vé chi phi cu
tri cua ho, va do co thém su bat dong v kién giira
hai nguoi vé Pai Ptrc Somaloka, ba bao 6ng hiy
tranh xa ba ra. Vi khong co tai san va dang nhan
huu bong nén 6ng thay 1a chi con cach tro veé
Bundaberg voi ngudi con gai cua minh. Thé 1a
bat ngd Hoi khong c6 Tang si ma ciing khong co
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Charles Knight, ngudi d3 cong hién rat nhiéu cho
Ho1 trong muol lam nam. Natasha Jackson va
Charles Knight khong bao gi¢ no1 chuyén lai véi
nhau hay viét thu cho nhau nita. Knight qua doi
vao ngay 5 thang 11 nam 1975, ding bon tuan
trudc khi Natasha Jackson rat ra khoir HO1 voi
nhitng 10i 18 gay gat.
Trong luc d6, Pai bic Somaloka, it nhat cling la
theo cai nhin cua Ho1 “dang gay cam tinh vot
mot ba nha giau mudn ¢6 mot vi dao su cua riéng
minh”. Co 1€ day la truong hgp cua mot trong
nhtrng nguo1 nhu Graeme Lyall, Jurges va Elva
Miksevicius thi ding hon. Ho da 1a hor vién tu
trudc khi c6 vu chia r€ nam 1956, nay lai noi 1én
khi ho thay c6 mot sy thay doi cho ché do
Jackson va Knight.
Vao ngay 13 thang 7 nam 1971, Dai Duc
Somaloka don dén mot cian nha rong rai & Rose
Bay, gan chd ¢ ctia Ni Su Dhammadinna trudc
kia. Pai Ptrc cho thong bio chd nay la Trung
Tam Phat Gido Sydney. Vao ngay Phat Dan
1973, Tu Vién Phat Gido Uc Chau dugc khanh
thanh ¢ Katoomba, phia Tay Sydney. Nam 1988
Pai Puc Somaloka van song ¢ d6, nhung trung
tam nay thuong dugc gior Phat Giao xem la ¢o
tinh cach doc doan va khong than thién. Nguoi ta
ndi rang nhiéu nguoi Tich Lan & Sydney rat bat
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man khi théy mot no1 dugc xem 1la mot ngdi chua
lai c6 mot tam bang dé “keep out” & trude cong,
va ho chi dugc gap Pai Buc Somaloka dé cung
duong vao mét so dip nao d6 dd duoc quy dinh.
Hién nay Pai1 Duc c¢6 khoang muodi de tur, va ong
khong cho phép ho tiép xuc véi cac hoi doan Phat
Giao khac. Ong khong chiu tiét 10 mot diéu gi vé
minh, ngay ca vdo1 cac dé tr nguol Tich Lan, va
khong phai tat ca su doc doan ctia dng déu 1a mot
su de dat phat sinh to khi 6ng gap Natasha
Jackson. Tu vién cua Pai Ptc c6 thé duoc xem 1a
dau tién trong s6 nhitng tu vién Phat Giao duoc
thiét 1ap tai Uc Chau. Nhiéu nguo1 cho rang tu
vién nay di nguoc lai Phat Gido von co truyén
thong mé& rong ctra cho moi ngudi, va nhu vay 1a
cO khuynh hudng tr6 thanh mot loai tin nguong
riéng tu.

V&1 su ra di cua Charles Knight, Ho1 Phat Gido
New South Wales khong con kha nang dam
nhiém viéc xuit ban tap chi Metta, va nhu vay
tam diém cta Phat Gido Uc Chau trong dau thap
nién 1970 di chuyén dén Melbourne. Elizabeth
lam chu tich Hiép Hoi Phat Gido Uc Chau thay
thé Charles Knight, con chirc vu chu but thi thudc
vé Larry Fayers-Jessop va Len Henderson. Khong
hoi nao lay lai duoc strc manh cua thoi ky 1956,
va trong nam 1971, Hiép Hoi khong thé tra 1é phi
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cia minh cho Hoi Phat Gido Thé Gidi, nhung tir
nim 1968 thi sy viéc dan dan tré nén tot hon &
Melbourne. Nam 1969 moét nhom tham thién
hang tuan duoc to chitc, va nhitng cudc hoi thao
cudi tuan dau tién dién ra ¢ nhiing nha khach
vung ngoai 0. Sau muoi nguol tham du nhing
cugc hop cudi tuan trong nam 1971, v4i nhiing
bai dién thuyet cua Len Henderson, Len Bullen,
Fred Whittle va Elizabeth Bell, tiép theo 13 nhiing
cudc thdo ludn nhém. Nhitng dip 1é hang thang
duoc cur hanh tré lai, va Ho1 tim cach thu hut cac
hoi vién thudc cong dong nguoi Tich Lan &
Melbourne bang nhiing bira tiéc va nhitng cudc
giao t& x3 hoi, v6i s6 ngudi tham du c6 khi 1én
dén hon mot tram. Hoi cling xuat ban cuén “Gido
Ly Phat Gido" cua riéng minh, va cudn nay duoc
tap chi “The Middle Way” ¢ London khen ngo1
rat nhiéu.

Tuy nhién, phan 1én ning luc ctia Hoi Phat Gido
& Melbourne duoc danh cho viée xuat ban tap chi
“Metta”. To tap chi da dugc giao cho mot thé hé
tr¢ hon, va nhttng bair cua Len Henderson noi1
riéng cho thay mot sy thay doi tuoi méi. S6 dau
ti€n, vao thang 7 nam 1971, c6 mot bai ca tung
Charles Knight, nhung chi néi qua vé Natasha
Jackson, du ba d3 cong hién khong kém hon.

Diéu nay cho thay r0 tinh cam cua ho dugc danh
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cho ai, v6i nhitng 101 binh pham kha thang thimg
rang “vi tranh luan hiém khi thuyét phuc dugc
nguodi nao, chua noéi gi dén gidc ngd ngudi do,
nén ngudi Phat tr tranh tat ca nhitng cudc tranh
luan vo ich, ma chi nghi dén viéc gitp d& nguoi
khac theo kha nang cua minh”. Nhiitng cay but
mdi viét nhitng bai sinh dong vé nhitng dé tai ma
phan 16n d3 bi tranh né trude kia, dic biét 1a dé
tai Thién, va Len Henderson lai con dam viét
“Dharmapada” (Kinh Phap Cu) theo tiéng
Sanskrit thay vi “Dhammapada” theo tiéng Pali.
Theo Natasha Jackson thi luc luong phi 1y hac am
d3a ngoc dau day, va ba thuong viét nhimg birc
thu c6 giong gian dit cho Melbourne. Vao dau
thap nién 1970, cudc chién ctia ba chong lai
nhitng nguo1 Pai thwra dang xam pham dia vi cua
minh & c4 Sydney lan Melbourne, va nhimng
hippy dang dén trudc cira Hoi mdi luic mdi dong
hon. Mot so hdi vién ky cuu d3 thich tng dugc
vOo1 mo1 truong mo1i, thi du nhu Len Henderson,
ong cho rang chinh Puc Phat d3 “nodi 1én va gia
nhdp hang ngti nhirng nguo1 vugt ra ngoai khuoén
kho ctia xa hoi". Nhung ddi voi da so thi chi co
cam giac hoang mang va tirc gian vi thay tuong
lai ctia Phat Gido Uc Chau lai di cung véi nhiing
nguol hon tap nhu vay.
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Tir 1965 dén 1977, s6 sinh vién dai hoc Uc hoat
dong trong nha tho giam hon mot nura, tir 59%
xudng 27%, nhung trong cung thoi gian nay so
nguoi ty nhan 1a co6 toén gido giam it hon, tir 86%
xuong 76%. Nhitng nguoi dai dién cho phai
chong van hoa cho rang nguyén nhan cia su da
tap trén “thi truong” ton giao 1a phai Thién Chua
Gi1ao Tin Lanh (Protestant Christianity) da “phi
thiéng liéng hoéa” thé gidi tu nhién. Gido phai Tin
Lanh hau nhu d3 loai bo huyén hoc cua minh mot
cach co hé théng, dé lai su tréng rong “lo au vé
viéc cuu roi” (salvation anxiety), theo 101 cua
Max Weber, mot sy khiém khuyét duoc che day
b?mg viée dé cao dao duc lao dong va phung su
xa hoi. Trong cudn “Su Hoang Mang Lén Cua Uc
Chau", Ronald Conway viét rang ¥ kién chung vé
ton gido la trong ton gido phai c6 sy tim kiém cai
tuyet d6i, va “ton gido ma khong khang dinh tinh
chat siéu viét, thiéng liéng trong d0’1 song con
nguo1 thi d6 khong phai la ton giao". Trong phan
két luan cua cuon sach, ong nhan xet rang diéu
ma nguol Uc can phai co nhat 1a “mét sy kinh
trong 16n hon d6i véi vil tru & xung quanh minh”
va “mot su cam nhan méi vé ‘Pao’ 7. Day cling
la quan diém cua nhiéu nguoi trong phong trao
chong van héa quy udc vao dau thap nién 1970,
ho nhan théy trong Phat Giao va cac triét Iy Pong
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Phuong khac sy htra hen vé mot sy “tdi cam
nhan” th¢ giéi. Hinh dnh nguoi tu s Phat Gido
Vo1 101 song dam bac va triét 1y thién duong nhu
muon cho thay mot 16i thoat ra khoi doi song ca
thé. Trong mdt sO truong hop, trang thai nay
duoc thuc hién béng kinh nghi€ém do cac loai
thudc kich thich giy ra, va sy kién nay ciing cho
thay rang cach doc nhat dé dat sy man nguyén la
qua tién trinh 1am cho minh trong rong, moét diéu
nghe c6 vé mau thuan.

C6 rat nhiéu bang chimg cho thay rang qua kinh
nghiém vo1 mescalin, psilocybin, LSD va nhiing
loai thudc kich thich, nhiéu nguoi cho rang minh
da thoang thay nhitng kha ning ton gido ma ngay
nay da khong con dugc trinh bay cho ho trong
Thién Chta Gido. Qua nhitng cudn sach cua
Alan Watts, Aldous Huxley, Timothy Leary, va
nhing nguoi khac, kinh nghiém ao giac duoc
dién dich bang thuat ngr Dong Phuong, vi vay
khi muén c¢6 mot “chuyén” tAm linh an toan hon,
tr nhién la nguol ta s€ tim dén Phat Gido va
Yoga. Hién tuong nay khong phai 1a mdr la, vi
nhitng cudn sach ctia ba Blavatsky duoc xem 1a
da dugc viet véi “su hd trg clia thudc 14 hashish”,
nhung trudc diy chua bao gid viéc dung chat
kich thich va y thitc h¢ cua viéc nay lai lan rong

va c¢O tinh chat cach mang nhu vay. Mot so 16n
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nhitng ngudi dung LSD, véi rat it nguodi dung
heroin va amphetamine, d3 dugc dua thang dén
Phat Gido. Robert Aitken, sau nay 1a nguoi dau
tién thuc sy thiét 1ap Thién Tong & Uc Chau,
trong khi chinh 6ng 13 nguoi thudc thé hé gia,
nhan xét rang nhitng nguoi nay 1a phai c6 khuynh
hudng yoga trong phong trao chong van hoa, va
“thuc su chu y dén ton gido c6 tinh cach giac ngo,
c6 v thic vé toan thé tinh va yéu tinh, yéu thién
nhién, thich sy kho hanh va dam bac, nhay cam
vGi nhau, va mudn thuc hanh hon 13 noi suong’.
Vé nhitng d¢ tir 1on tudi cia 6ng & Hawaii thi gan
nhu tit ca di dén véi Thién qua LSD hay
mescalin, con & Trung Tam Thién Sydney ciing
do 6ng hudng dan thi trong hai muwoi hai hoi vién
hoat dong dugc tham do nam 1985, hai muoti mot
nguoi cho biét 1a ho da “thi nghiém vdi cac chat
kich thich”.

Nhiing bién dong 1on trong thoi ky nay cé nguyén
nhan 13 viéc dung ma tdy va chién tranh Viét
Nam. Chién tranh Viét Nam ciing giy ra y thure
doan két voi ngudi A Chau va nhiing truyén
thong van hoa cua ho. Tam trang chung 1a mot
lan nita bat ngo huong Ung Dong Phuong, nhung
lan nay nén mong da duoc dit vimg chac. Gan
mot thé ky voi Thong Thién Hoc, véi nhitng ban
dich tot cua cac hoc gia nhu F. L. Woodward,
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triét Iy Pong Phuong thuc hanh boi nhiing nguoi
tri thic nhu David Maurice va Les Oates, sinh
thal hoc tr cam hing Phat Giao cua nhirng nha
van nhu Marie Byles, su tan lui cua thait do Thién
Chta Gido quan phiét doi véi A Chau, Thién
Beat, thudc kich thich, va sy nhan biét réng Uc
Chau nam & bén canh A Chau - tat ca nhiing diéu
nay dan dén su bing nd cta Phat Giao & Uc Chau
trong dau thap nién 1970. Cac tong phai duoc
xem 1a kho khan, va van héa Uc c6 18 ciing van
noéng can va duy vat chat nhu trong dau thap nién
1890, nhung lan nay Phat Giao san c6 hon nhiéu,
v6i nhitng ban dich kinh sach tot hon tran ngap
thi trudng, va viée di dén cac nudc A Chau tuong
d6i thuan tién va khong dat d6. Ciing nhu trong
gitra thap nién 1950, nhitng nguodi quan tim dén
Phat Gi4o thuong thudc gidi c6 hoc cao, gan véi
hang ngil tién phong trong viéc phat trién vin hoa
moi. Tuy nhién bay g10' nguol ta cam thay bat
man hon nhiéu v&i “xt trong rong”. Phat Gido
duoc nam gitt khong phai nhu mot chién théng
cua phai duy ly, cing khong phai nhu mot triét 1y
duoc dung dé chong la1 Thien Chua Giao, ma nhu
mot su phé binh cap tién doi véi chu nghia duy
vat chat cia Uc Chau, nhu mot mon huyén hoc
khong co sy nghi teong, va nhu mot mon dao duc
hoc tir b1 coO tinh cach thuc hanh - khong phai
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nhu nhiing gido diéu tir trén ban xudng, ma nhu
mot sy trinh bay nhiing gi dugc cam nhan la tinh
chat that cta sy song. Trong su bién d6i 16n nay,
cac hoi doan Phat Gido va cac nhom yoga xuat
hién dé gop phan trong phong trao chong vin hoa
cu.

Pa s6 hoi vién ciia hai Hoi Phat Gido Victoria va
New South Wales la nhiing nguo1i chi chuyén
mon mot nira, va chac chan thudc giai cap trung
luu, va nhitng nguoi hippy thuong xem ho chi do
nham chan hon nhirng nguoi thudc giao ho1 Anh
G1ao mot chut. Ho khong thuc su gay dung dugc
truyén thong thuc hanh thién dinh, nguyén nhan
chinh 1a vi ho khong ¢c6 mdét vi dao su nao va xét
theo quan diém chong vin hda cii thi nhiing
nguol nhu Natasha Jackson cling thudoc hang
nguol doc doan cua xa hoi1 quy ude vi ba chu
truong modt sy duy 1y ma khong xét dén ching
nghiém ton gido. Loi tiép can mai thi ¢ tinh cach
hién sinh va truc giac, cho théy diém quan tam da
duoc chuyén tir dau dén tim. Natasha Jackson va
nhing nguot khac co 1€ khong phai la khong c6
ly khi cho rang tat ca sy viéc qua nghiéng ve cam
Xuc va vo van. Tat nhién vé mot s6 mat nao d6 ba
rat phong khoang, thi du nhu ba da vui vé chap
nhan mot ngud1 ban nam ban nt hoat dong trong
Ho1, nhung khi1 mot ho1 vién khac b1 kham pha la
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da dung marihuana thi nguoi do6 bi xem la da
vuot ra ngoai gi161 han. Theo ba thi LSD va
mescalin “lam mé mudi1 tam tri” 1a cung mot thi
v6i nhitng hién tuwong thoi dai ma ba thay “kho
hiéu va ky cuc” nhu “hippy” va “t6i pham thiéu
nién”. Cac beatnick va hippy “hanh dong nhu la
dang bi ket trong hién tai, va cung luc lai chién
dau mot cach thoai hoa dé ngin can twong lai".
Pung v&1 ca tinh cua minh, Elizabeth Bell co
duong 101 on hoa hon. Ba no1 vo1 nhimg nguoi
nghiéng Ve chu nghia huong lac trong phai chong
van hoa rang Gido Phap 1a mot chiéc be, “cht
khong phai 1a mot chiéc tau du lich sang trong dé
cho nguoi ta lay cd chat day 1én d6 nhitng su thu
huong khong c6 1y do chinh dang, lam cho no
chim trong bién luan ho6i". Harold Stewart, nguoi
Bao Thu boc lira, tat nhién xem gidi tré cua dau
thap nién 1970 1a “thé hé vo chinh phu”, nhiing
ngu:&ri di trén “con duong hoa co dan dén loan
. Ban cua Stewwart, Adrian Snodgrass cling
néi rang “khong co gi ngoai sy khinh bi danh cho
phong trao hippy”. Y kién nay co thé lam cho
nguodi ta ngac nhién vi ong di chiu nhiéu anh
huong cua Aldous Huxley va da la mot tu si An
Gido & An P9. Tuy nhién, ciing giong nhu nhiéu
nguo1 khac, Snodgrass, nhin lai qua khir vo1 mot
chut that vong: “Chung ta da trong doi tia chdp
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16n khi ma ngudi ta bat ngd trong thay chan 1y
vinh quang, va c6 thé khoe v&i moi nguol: ‘Xem
ne to1 giac ngod roi!’. Hién tai c6 mot so nguol
van dang trong doi nhu vay".

Trong s6 nhitng nhan vat 1dnh dao ctia Phat Giao
Uc Chau thoi ky dau, co 18 chi c6 David Maurice
va Marie Byles 1a c6 mot su thong cam thuc su
nao dé véi phai chong van hoa. Tir khi tré vé Uc
Chau vao niam 1959, Maurice van tiép xuc véi
nhiéu nguol ban Phat Gido cua ong, nhu Leo
Berkeley va Syd Hill, nhung 6ng thuong song
mot cach lang I€, tu tic va an chay, ¢ nhirng nong
trai nho ¢ mién Bac Queensland. Tir cudi thap
nién 1960 tré di, ong danh mdt ngd1 nha nho trén
dat cta minh cho “mét loat nhitng vi Théy luu
dong lién tiép nhau” dén & mién phi. Ong nhan
thay da sO ho la nhing nguoi ty xem minh 1a
quan trong va hiéu dong, nhung ciing gidong nhu
ho, ong rat ghét viec thuong mai hoa ton giao va
van hoa pho théng, vi vay ndi chung thi ho 14
“nhitng nguoi dé wa, tot hon nhitng ké chi biét
mua ban”. Mot s6 bai viét ciia 6ng lam cho ngudi
ta nghi ong la mot tin d6 Theravada hoan toan
chinh thong va khong khoan nhuong, nhung that
ra day thuong la 16i viet mia mai. Su that 1a ong
thich cu6n Pao Ptc Kinh cua Lao Tu va tho cua
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Ly Bach, va la1 con rat thich bai tho “Wichita
Vartex Sutra” cua Allen Ginsberg.

Robert Gray cho rang Brett Whiteley, hoa si
nguoi Uc twong tmg voi Allen Ginsberg, thi si
ngudi My, va co 18 1a hoa si trinh bay gidi nhat
nhitng cam xuc cua cudi thiap nién 1970. Thé gidi
ciia 6ng 1a thé gidi cua nhac s ngudi Anh Bob
Dylan, ctia a0 giac thudc kich thich va cua Thién
Beat. Triét 1y hoi hoa cua dng chiét trung hon la
cua hoa si Olsen hay hoa si Fairweather, nhung
ong van cong nhan 13 minh chiu anh hudng cua
Thién: “Thién 13 than hoc ctia hodi hoa” (Zen is
the theology of painting). Ong ciing viét ring
“tranh Pong Phuong cao nhat va ciing 1a nhiing
blrc tranh cao nhét cia thé g101. Cac hoa si bac
thay ctia Tay Phuong di nhan xét nhu vay". Su
that 1a vé mit tranh vé&, Brett Whiteley g?m vO1
Thién hon 1a Olsen hay Fairweather, dic biét 1a
trong nhitng burc tranh vé bang muc den cia ong,
thi du nhu burc “Chan Dung Tu Hoa Sau Ba Chai
Ruou” nam 1971. Tuy nhién, su chu y dén Thién
ciia 6ng c6 nhiéu tinh cach tap nhap, nhu trong
mot cudc trién 1dm vao nam 1976, cung Vol
nhitng btirc tranh muc den cua minh, ong dat mot
burc trgng Phat 1on vo1 mot anh déen mau do chiéu
ra tu tran buc tugng va tuwgng mot con thu chét

nam ngang bung ctia tuong Phat.
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Giong nhu Whiteley, Robert Gray ciing 1a mot
san pham cua thoi hippy. Cung voi Les Murray,
c6 18 ong 1a thi si Uc ¢6 nhiéu anh hudng nhat va
duoc ca tung nhiéu nhat cia thap nién 1980. Ong
cling rat cht y dén Phat Gido. Sinh nim 1945,
ong trudong thanh & gan Coffs Harbour & bd bién
mién Bac New South Wales, noi cha ctia dng 1am
chi mot don dién chudi trong mot thoi gian.
Robert Gray tur mo ta minh 1a “mot dira tré khung
khung, qua nhay cam véi doi song gia dinh khong
hoa thuan”, va vi vay ma ong luén luon chu y dén
mot buc tugng Phat ma cha ong gitt ¢ trong nha,
mot buc tuong toat ra mot bau khong khi an tinh
va binh yén. Nhu vy ong da c6 khuynh hudng
Phat Gido tir lic con nho, va diéu nay lam cho
ong ua thich nhiing nguo1 Trung Hoa trong thanh
phd: “Téi thay ho biét tu ché, binh than, nghiém
trang, va rat khac nhiing nguoi lao dong Uc binh
thuong”, vi gia dinh rat nghéo nén 6ng bdé hoc
som, lam viéc cho mot t& bao va sau do Ong dén
Sydney lam ky gia, viét quang cdo va ban sach.
Trong may nam gan ddy ong ciing nhin duoc
nhiéu hoc bong ctia Ban Vian Hoc.

Nhitng nguoi cé anh hudng dén tho ciia Robert
Gray trong thoi ky dau la D. H. Lawrence va
Willian Carlos Williams thi si nguo1r My, vi vao
gitra thap nién 1960, khi médi chu y dén Thién qua
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nhitng cudn sach ciia Alan Watts, dng rat thich
cham ngon cua Williams vé loai tho ‘hinh anh’:
“Khong c6 ¥ tho nao, chi co trong sy vat”. Thién
hép dan dbi vai ong vi “su tu nhién va su tuoi
mat”, vi trong Thién cé “nhiing hinh anh sic nét,
linh dong”, va vi trong nhiéu phuong dién, Thién
la “Phat Gido tién hoa, 16t bo tat ca nhiing gi
huyén bi, bat thuong, va trd thanh mot kinh
nghiém thuan tdy, day chat tho” (Buddhism
evolved, 1t gets rid of all the occultism and
spernaturalism and becomes a pure, poetic
experience). Nhu trong bai “Gui Thién Su
Dogen” xuat ban nam 1974, mot trong nhimg bai
tho hay nhat cua 6ng, Dogen (Pao Nguyén) tur
Trung Hoa tr& vé Nhat Ban khong v4i mét tau
day kinh sach va nhimg gido Iy méi, ma véi “hai
tay khong" va mot thong diép doc nhat: “tat ca
nhiing gi quan trong, d6 la nhttng vat binh
thuong”. Gray chi quan tdm dén loai Phat Gido
tai thé gian nay, khong lan man, chinh yéu la
Thién Tao Pong va phan cot tay duy 1y cua
Theravada. C6 thé néi rang mdi bai tho ciia ong
kéu go1 su khiém cung va su tu quén minh trudc
thé gidi tu nhién. Thuyét vo ngd 1a mot van dé
khé cho nhiéu nguoi, nhung ¢ vé khong phai 1a
mot van dé doi véi ong, ma 1a mot sy giai thoat
dich thuc.
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Vi c6 thé thay “cai ta” cia mot c4 nhan chi 1a mot
40 tuéng (ma ching ta cam thdy xa cach va
khong co su song), nén bat cir mot triét 1y nao,
phat xuat tir a0 tudng d6 va cing ¢ cho 4o tudng
do, thay cO mot tu nga trong vi try, thi du nhu
Thuong Dé hay mot dang Tuyét Po6i nao do, thi
triét 1y d6 cling gia tao nhu vay".
Tho cua Robert Gray trinh bay mot cai nhin mo1
vé phong canh Uc ChAu, cam nhan tinh chat that
cua no, trong "chan nhu” cua nd. Pay 1a mot su
phdi hop co vé khong cudng bach ma lai tu
nhién, va nhu vy 1a két qua ciia mot truyén thong
trong Phat Gido Uc Chau co6 tir Marie Byles va
Max Dunn dén E. J. Banfield. Tho ctua 6ng du
ngan hay dai ciing co sy tip trung cia thé tho
haiku Nhat Ban, thi du nhu trong bai tho “Phap
Thira” (Dharma Vehicle), phong canh xen 1an véi
triét 1y tong hop Phat-Liao ma o6ng xem la tinh
chat ctia Thién:
“Nhutng thdn cay vwon lén cham,
Roi téa ra nhw hwong khoi.
Téi doc sach suot ngay dwdi nhitng goc cay,
Say mé vdi cdc hién triét Trung Hoa ngay xua,
Nhitng nguoi tim 16i song ding,
Va thay rdang nguoi ta phdi thich vmg voi thién
nhien,
Voi cdi o bén ngoai tam vi ky cua minh,
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Nhitng nguoi yéu thé gian nay”.

"The paperbacks climb

slowly

and are spreading out, like incense-smoke.
I read beneath the trees all day,

caught up

with those old Chinese

who sought the right way to live, and found
one must adapt to nature,

to what is

outside our egotism

who loved this earth"

Cam hung ctia Robert Gray vé “Vo Niém” (No
Thought), vé “danh thirc tdm ma khong tru tim
vao dau” (awaken the mind without fixing 1t
anywhere), duoc dat tron ven bén trong pham vi
phong canh Uc Chau. Ong Vlet rang nu cudi cla
Purc Phat “giong nhu mot miéng dua hau, xé toac
nhing vong ni¢m cua tam”, va mot trong nhing
vong niém do la cho rang trung tam cua Phat
Gi4o nam & mot noi ndo d6 & A Chau.

Robert Gray chi that sy thuc hanh thién dijnh vao
cudi thap nién 1970, sau gan nim muo1 nam doc
sach va theo cach ndi cua 6ng “bi mac bay cua

“con nguoi theo chi nghia thuan tay”
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Krishnamurtt vo1 y tudng “khong ¢d6 phdp mon
dac bi€t nao ca” cua ong ta. Vao nam 1980, Gray
va vg cua Ong, Dee Jones, hoc & Trung Tam
Thién San Francisco — sau d6 ba tré lai hoc thém
muo1 hait thang ntra. Gray khong tr¢ lal cung voi
ba vi vi dao su dd khuyén ong 1a phai thoi viét
van trong khi tu hoc. Tuy nhién ong da thuc tap
thién quan Theravada v&i Joseph Golstein va chu
y nhiéu dén liéu phap Morita c¢6 nguon goc Thién.
Ngay nay Ong cO mot trong nhung b0 suu tap
sach Phat Giao cua tu nhan lon nhat Uc Chau, va
ong noéi rang minh quan tAm dén Phat Gido chi vi
“Phat Gido la dung sy that, tirc 1a co thé kiém
chirng dugc vé mat khoa hoc. Doi véi nhitng cau
ho1 cua chung ta vé su that cta cudc doi, Phat
Gido co 10i giai dap tét hon bat ct mot hé thong
triét 1y nao khac”.

Robert Gay

Robert Gray da dugc tang Giai Thuong Tho
Quoc Gia cua Dai Ho1 Nghé Thuat Adelaide, Giai
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Thuong Premier of New South Wales, va vao
nim 1988 “Tuyén Tap Tho” cua ong co 1& & trong
sO ba tac pham ban chay nhat cua thi ca Uc Chau
duong dai. Nam 1988, cubn sach duoc dua vao
chuong trinh hoc Anh van HSC & New South
Wales, va nhu vay theo bat cir tiéu chuin nao cua
ong cling la mot nguo1 phat ngdn quan trong cua
Phat Gido & Uc Chau. Trong to “Sydney Morning
Herald”, Kevin Hart nhan x¢&t réng “nhu mot
nguo1 thugc phail hinh anh, 6ng la nguoi vo song
trong thé 2161 no1 tiéng Anh”. Nguoi thi dua
chmh yeu vO1 Ong ¢ Uc la Les Murray cling no1
rang “ong co con mat tinh nhat trong thi ca Uc
Chau", con Patrick White von 1a ngudi thuong
thao luan vé vian hoc Thién véi Gray thi viét rang
tho ctia 6ng “mé ra nhirng vién canh siéu thoat co
kha ning lam thay doi cudc doi cua ban trude khi
ban biét diéu gi dang xay ra”. Robert Gray nhéin
xét rang trong khi doc gia cua Les Murray la
nhitng nguo1 Cong Giao thi doc gia cua Ong la
nhtrng nguo1 chu truong bao vé mo1 truong, va
ong noi rang thi ca c6 thé 1a nghé thuat danh cho
nhtrng nguo1 “uvu t0”, nhung nhting thi si nguoti
M¥ c6 cam hung Thién nhu Jack Kerouac va
Gary Snyder lai gdy anh hudng vin hoa 16n dén
muc c6 thé lam thay d6i tinh chat ctia ca mot dan
toc. Giong nhu nhitng nguoi Phat Gido My co thé
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ké ra Kerouac, Snyder, va nhitng nguoi khac nhu
nhitng anh hung van hoa cua ho, chic chan s& cé
lac ngudi Uc ké vé Fairweather va Gray moi
ngay mdi nhiéu hon.
Nhiing nha vin Uc noi tiéng khac chiu anh hudng
ciia Phat Gido trong cudi thap nién 1960 va dau
thap nién 1970 1a C. J. Koch, David Easter, Judith
Wright, Michael Dransfield, Vicki Viidikas, va
Colin Johnson. Du vé sau trd thanh ngudi Cong
Giao, trong thap nién 1960 Chirstopher Koch da
st dung marithuana vd1 Ken Kesey ¢ Stanford va
dd “khéi hanh” voi van héa An Gido va Phat
Gidao & An D0 va Indonesia: vi thé cia Uc ¢ A
Chau 1a mot dé tai chinh yéu trong tic pham cua
ong. Tu:ong tu, David Easter 12 mot phan cua
cudc “mod rong vé mit tdm tri” cla thap nién
1960, va v4i quan diém cua ong cho rang Uc
Chau 1a “thung liing budn ngt cua thé giéi Tay
Phuong", 6ng di khai thic nhiing dé tai Phat
Gido. Pac biét 1a trong cudn tieu thuyét “Coi
Tinh P9” (The Pure Land) xuat ban nim 1973,
Judith Wright khong nhan la minh rang budc voi
Phat Gi1do, nhung ba cting no1 vo1 mot nha bao
rang triét 1y riéng cua ba 1a mot loai Phat Gido
trong tu ¥ niém “than tho dia” (spirit of place)
ciia ngudi ban dia Uc Chau. Tuy nhién ba noi
rang “ngay ca trong Phat Gido, con nguoi ciing tu
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xem minh 13 hang sanh linh cao hon céc vi than ...
D6 1a diéu ma toi khong déng v véi Phat Giao".
Trong mot sé bai tho cua Michael Dranstield va
trong bon cudn sach ctia Vicky Viidikas viét khi
ba di khiap An Do trong muo1 ndm co quan diém
chong vin hoa manh hon vé Phat Gido.

Thi si va tleu thuyet gia Tho Dan Uc Colin
Johnson d3 séng & An Do trong bay nam tir 1968
dén 1975, trong d6 ba nam nhu mot tu si Phat
Gi4o. Néu co thé so sanh Robert Gray voi Gary
Snyder thi ciing co thé xem Johnson vé nhiéu mit
1a mot Jack Kerouac cia Uc Chau. Giong nhu
Kerouac ong cting da la nguo1 Cong Gido, cing
co nhing luc song theo kiéu behomian, va cling
dac bi¢t cha y dén Theravada véi y thirc sic bén
vé su khd ciia gido phai nay. Sinh nam 1938 ¢
g?m Perth, 6ng dugc nudi trong mot vién mo coi,
va sau do trong mot 1an bi ti, 6ng bat ngd quy y
Phat Gido. Sau khi chi nghe nd1 danh hi¢u Duc
Phat ong biét rang trong kiép trudc minh phai 1a
mot Phat tir: “Néu khong thi ta1 sao to1 lar chu
tam dén Phat Gido nhu vay?". Nam 1959 ong doi
dén Melbourne véi sy gitp d& cia Hoi Thing
Tién Ngudi Tho Dan, hoa tron ngay véi nhiing
“beatnick” va song trong mot “ngdi nha thudc
canh ta” & Carlton. Ong viét cho Mary Durack

rang minh d3 trd thanh “mot Beatnick 1am cong
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viéc thiéng liéng tim lai chinh minh. Téi da dé
mot ham rdu nho va di lang thang khap
Melbourne chi dé tim va tim ..” Trong cung nim
1959 6ng gia nhap H61 Phat Giao Victoria nhu
mot trong so rat it nguoi 4i moé Kerouac thudc hoi
doan nay, va sau d6 thinh thoang noi chuyén vé
nhitng dé tai nhu “Y Nghia Cua Hinh Tuong Dirc
Phat". Nam 1965 6ng 1a nguoi Tho Dan Uc dau
tién c6 mot cudn tiéu thuyét duoc xuat ban, d6 1a
cuon “Wild Cat Falling” ctia nha xuat ban
Penguin, dva trén kinh nghiém cua ong trong
“nén van hoa phu ctia nguoi Thé Dan” & Perth.

Colin Johnson

Nam 1968 Colin Johnson hanh huong den An
Do, dac biet dé xuat gia lam tu si va co gang ri
b “ndi budn ning nhu chi” cua minh. Phan 16n
tho1 gian ong tru ngu ¢ Calcutta va Darjeeling,
lam viéc cho Ho1 Dai B6 Pé (Maha Bodhi) va
hoc tiéng Pali. Ong tho giéi nam 1971 & Bo6 Bé
Pao Trang (Bodh Gaya), va ciing hoc thién quan
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Vipassana voi Thién Su Goenka, va Phat Gido
Tay Tang vo1 Lat Ma Kalu Rinpoche. Nam 1975
ong trd vé Uc, danh thoi gid cho viée viét sach va
cing hoc mot khoa tiéng Sanskrit & Pai Hoc
Melbourne. Ong da xuat ban hai cuén tiéu thuyét
va mot cuon tho “The Song Circle of Jacky”,
duogc dé cir tranh giai National Book Council
Awards nam 1987. Giéng nhu loai Phat Gido cua
Robert Gray, Phat Gido ctia 6ng ciing nhudém mau
¥ thirc x4 hoi, va cudn tho pha tron Phat Gido véi
chinh tri co tinh cach tranh dau ctua nguoi Tho
Dan, mot phan dugc gay cam himg boi triét Iy cai
tao cua Dr. Ambedkar va viéc phuc hoi Phat Gio
trong giai cap thap nhat & An Do cia 6ng nay.
Nam 1988 Colin Johnson day mon van hoc Tho
Dan Uc ¢ Pai Hoc Queensland, va ong viét réng
“oidong doi chinh yéu cua toi chay xudi theo Gido
Phap” (The central flow of my life follows the
Dharma).

Trong dau thap nién 1970, rat it ngudi Uc dén A
Chau dé nghién ctru Phat Gido véi cung qua khur
tim hi€u lau dai nhu Colin Johnson. Doi véi dai
da s6 ho thi nhirng trung tam Phat Giao ¢ Thai
Lan, Nepal, va An D0 chi 1a nhitng tram ngung
tam linh tam tho1l trén con duong hippy. Nam
1959 ¢6 10,800 ngudi Uc di A Chau, nhung chi
dén nam 1969 con s6 nay da tang vot 1én 82,000.
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Nhiéu nguoi dung y phuc va 16i song A Chau dé
biéu 10 su chdi bo xa hoi Uc cua minh, va nhu
vay Phat Gido chi la mdt cam xuUc giai doan.
David Maurice da hanh huong chiém bai nhitng
Phat tich & An Do vao nam 1972, nhiéu hippy ma
ong da gip trong chuyén viéng thim nay thi éng
nghi rang khoang 50% chi 14 nhitng ngudi nghién
can sa, 20% la gian di€p cua mot nudc nao do,
thuong déng vai dan ghién, 20% la nhitng nguoi
“tam dao”, nodi cho ding hon 1a nhirng nguoi “luc
lo1”, va 10% la nhitng nguo1 tim dao thuc su, tuy
nhién trong s6 nay chi c6 mdt phan nho 1a cé tri
hué va can dam dé tim.

Riéng trong viéc du hanh cling c6 mdt cam tudng
khong goc ré nao d6, va nhitng nguoi doc sach
Phat Gido nhu mot phan “bon phan cta nguoi du
lich”, hoac chi tinh c& gap mot vi Théy hay mot
khoa Thién, thuong thay minh dé hap thu mot
cach khong ngo. Thi du 1a vao khoang nam 1973,
nguoi ta dugc biét 1a co hai vi Lat Ma Tay Tang
dang day nhung khoa Thién dai ba muoi ngay o6
tu vien Kopan gan Thung Ling Katmandu. Trong
nam nam sau do c¢6 gan ba tram nguol Uc tham
du nhitng ky nhip that hang nim ndy, khoang
hon chuc nguoi sé ¢ lai xuat gia lam Tang Ni dé
tir cua hai vi Thﬁy, do 1a Lat Ma Thubten Yeshe

va Lat Ma Zopa Rinpoche. Nhiéu ngudi dan mién
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Bac An Do va Nepal theo Phat Giao Tay Tang
von 1a mot tin ngudng cO mau sac huyen ao giong
nhu mot thir do giac psychedelia.

Mot noi rat khac va ciing khong kém dong duc, it
nhat 1a d6i véi dan 6ng, 1a nhitng trung tdm tu hoc
trong riung ¢ mién Pong Bac Thai Lan. Theo 10i
Phra Khantipalo thi ¢ day c6 1& dd c6 dén hai
tram nguoi Uc tho gidi Ty Kheo véi nhitng thoi
gian khac nhau. Phra Mahasamai thuoc Chua
Buddharangsee ¢ Sydney ndi rang khoang mot
ntra tong s6 Tang si Tdy Phuong ¢ Thai Lan la
ngudi Uc.

Thién Su Robert Aitken
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Nho ¢6 Phra Khantipalo ma nhiéu nguoi nghe noi
dén truyén thong tu hoc trong rimg va di dén Thai
Lan. Cung v&1 Lat Ma Yeshe va Robert Aitken,
Pai Ptrc Phra Khantipalo 1a mdt trong ba vi T
c¢6 nhiéu anh huong nhat cua Phat Gido Uc Chau
thoi ky gan day. Sinh nim 1932 & gan London
v6i thé danh Lawrence Mills, 6ng nhd lai rang
mon hoc doéc nhat hép dan dugc minh & trudng 1a
lich st A Chau. Sau hai nam hoc nghé lam vuon,
ong lam giang vién giao duc trong quan do1 Anh
& Ai Cap, vi ca ngay khong c6 nhiéu viée dé lam
nén ong chi doc sach, va khi ngau nhién xem
cudn “Phat Giao" cua Chirstmas Humphreys 6ng
c¢6 cam tuong 1a minh d3 “trd vé nha”. Nam 1959
ong trd vé London lam trong nganh hoa vién, gia
nhap Hoi Phat Gido, sau d6 xuat gia va tho gidi
v6i Pai Pirc Tién S H. Saddhatissa, & Tu Vién
Phat Gido London nam 1959. Nam sau d6 ong di
An PO dé hoc véi vi Ty khuu ngudi Anh,
Sangharakshita, ¢ Kalimpong. Ho cung nhau di
nhiéu noi, vi co lién quan dén phong trdo cua
Tién Si Ambedhar. Phra Khantipalo song & Thai
Lan tir 1963 dén 1973. Noi thuong tra ctia 6ng 1a
chua Bovoranives 0 Bangkok, voi nhimg giai
doan ngan 0 cac tu vien trong rung. V1 tu s Cong
Giao no1 tleng Thomas Merton gap Ong o
Bangkok vao cudi thap nién 1960, va thay ong
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“dugc tiéng 1a hoc rong va nhiét thanh trong
nhu’ng nguotl That Lan”. Merton cung nhan thay
ong “rat om, xuong loi ra thay rd. Ong co vé la
nguoi nghiém khac vé gidi luat, nhung hiéu biét”.
Trong mot s6 phuong dién ndo d6 c6 1& Phra
Khantipalo khong phai 1a mot vi Thay thich hop
cho cac hippy Nimbin, nhung doi song cua ong
c¢6 nhicu diéu lam cho ho kinh trong: khong gia
dinh, khong tai san, thién dinh va tir bi. Ong dén
Sydney ngay 5 thang 4 nam 1973, muoi ngay
trudc Phra Chao Khun Pariyattikavee, duoc cu
dén boi Hoi Phat Gido Mahamakut nhu 1a két qua
cua cudc thuong luong dai va khd khan cua
Charles Knight. Hai vi tu si tri ngu ¢ mot ngoi
nha & Eastlake (do HO1 Phat Gido New South
Wales mua vao cudi nam 1972) mot thoi gian
ngén trudc khi Sir quan Thai Lan tim dugc nhirng
cho & khac. DD Phra Khantipalo thuyet phap va
day nhitng khoa thién ¢ Hoi trong may thang,
nhung véi ché d6 Natasha Jackson van con
nguyén ven va hai hd1 vién quan trong thudc uy
ban diéu hanh, Malcolm Pearce va Bill Rait, 13 tin
d6 Dai thira, nguoi ta co thé biét trude 1a sy hop
tac nay khong lau dai va Phra Khantipalo chuyén
su cht tAm ctia minh dén noi khac.

Ong dugc moi dén Nimbin trudc hét vao cudi
nim 1973, va sau d6 di day Thién ¢ khap noi
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trong nude, phoi hop su quan tAm ciia moi ngudi
dua dén viéc thanh 1ap nhitng Hoi Phat Gido mdi
& Perth, Canberra va Brisbane. M6t mua kiét ha,
ong luu tri ¢ Mullumbimby, New South Wales,
va mot mua khac vo1 Ilse Ledermann, tiec Su Co
Ayya Khema, & gan Nambour, Queensland, 1a
nguoi gilt gidi ludt nghiém khac nén di dén dau
ong ciing dugc moi ngudi tin tudng, va cac tin do
Phat Giao Uc rét kinh trong O0ng vi su uyén bac va
kinh nghiém vé Gido Phéap cua ong. Co nguoi cho
rang nhitng ban dich vin van cia 6ng cé phan co
dién, nhung 6ng hoan toan c6 kha ning viét vin
xudi. Vé cach hudng dan cia o6ng thi mot Ty
Kheo Ni Thién Tong trudc kia dd hoc véi dng noi
rang moi nguol nhan thay tuy bé ngoai cO Ve
nghiém khac nhung that ra ong la nguoi rat coi
mo.
Ngudi ta khong thé tim dugce hai vi Thay Phat
G140 nao khac nhau hon Phra Khantipalo va Lat
Ma Yeshe. C6 thé so sanh hai vi Thay nay vdi Bo
DPé Pat Ma va B6 Pai Hoa Thuong — mot ngudi
c6 vé khac kho va nghiém nghi, nguoi kia thi vui
ve va rong mo. Phra Khantipalo nh¢ 1a da gap Lat
Ma Yeshe & Hoc Vién Chenrezig, gan Nambour,
vao khoang nam 1975, va dugc mo1 an nhing
miéng thit bo chién 16n, theo kiéu Tay Tang. Ong
nhé lai rang véi tinh “ngudi” cua nguodi Anh, 6ng
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khong quen cud1 nhi€u nhu vay, nhung “kho tim
dugc nguol nao vui ve, han hoan va sinh dong
nhu Lat Ma Yeshe”.

Hai Thay tro, Lat Ma Yeshe & Lat Ma Zopa

Lat Ma Yeshe sinh nam 1935 & mot ngdi lang
nhd gan Lhasa, mién trung Ty Tang, va theo 10i
huéng dan cua mot vi Lat Ma phai Kagyu, ong
duoc xem la hoa than cua vi Su truong cua mot
nit tu vién & gan d6. Cac Ty Kheo N1 chiéu
chuong o6ng cho dén khi 1én sau tudi o6ng duoc
dua dén tu vién Sera dé bat dau tu hoc. Trong so
cac vi Thay cua ong 13 hai gido su cua Ptc Dalai
Lat Ma, va ong da trai qua chuong trinh hoc cam
go trong mudi hai nim trude khi duge cap bang
“geshe”, nhung 6ng dugc noi tieng khong phai vi
1a mot hoc gia 130 luyén, vi sau khi tron khoi Tay
Tang nam 1959 va tiép tuc viéc hoc ¢ Ty Bengal
ong duoc tiéng 1a hay ngi guc hodc vang mit
trong 16p hoc. Su that 1a dng thuong thirc sudt
dém dé bi mat hoc tiéng Anh, va khi cac ban
dong tu kham pha ra ho néi dua rang chic chan
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ong chi nghi dén tién. Co 18 rat sém o6ng da co y
dinh dua Phat Gido dén véi ngudi Ty Phuong.
Trong thot gian nay ong duoc giao cho viéc trong
xem mot vi hoa than tré tudi tén 1a Thubten Zopa.
Lat Ma Zopa sinh nim 1946 & Nepal, gan nui
Everest va duoc xem la hoa than cua cua vi
“Lawudo Lat Ma”, nguoi da hanh thién trong ba
muo1 nam trong mot hang nui. Trudc nam 1959
Lat Ma Zopa da hoc ¢ tu vien DungKar ¢ bén kia
bién giéi Tay Tang r6i sau d6 hoc voi Geshse
Rubten va hoc mot chut tiéng Anh ¢ Dalhousie
trudce khi gap Lat Ma Yeshe.

Nam 1965 Lat Ma Yeshe va Lat Ma Zopa chuyén
dén Darjeeling, noi ho gip dé tir nguoi Tay
Phuong dau tién ctia minh, mot cong chua nguoi
Nga, xinh dep va giau c6 tén la Zema Rachevsky.
Niam 1969, ba nguoi dinh cu & Kopan, gan thu do
Katmandu cua Nepal, va day khoa Thién dau tién
cho muo1 hai nguo1 Tay Phuong vao thang 11
nam 1971. Nam 1974 s6 hoc vién duoc giéi han
khoang hai tram nguoi vi thiéu phuong tién. Moi
khoa hoc ba muol ngay dwa theo phdap “Lam
Rim” (ti€ém tu), tc 1a chuwong trinh tu hoc tung
budc mot theo thir tu trude sau tir luc bat dau cho
dén khi dat giac ngd. Sau khoa hoc 1a nhimng ky
nhap that co su g1am sat cua cac vi Thﬁy. Hai vi

Lat Ma bo tic cho nhau mét cach hoan hao: Lat
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MaYeshe 1a nguot soi noi, con Lat Ma Zopa thi
rat tram tinh va khiém nhuong, véi nhitng bai néi
chuyén vong quanh, 1ap di lap lai, gidn doan boi
nhitng con ho kéo dai, thuong nhan manh tinh
chat dau kho ctia cudc doi va hanh gia can phai
sém hoi.

Trong sO nhitng nguoi Uc dau tién ngdi dudi
chan hai vi Lat Ma la bac si Nick Ribush, mot
chuyén vién vé than & Melbourne, va ban gal cua
ong, Marie Obrot, mOt nguo1 thich truot tuyét.
Hai ngudi roi Uc Chau nam 1972, va sau khi tinh
co tham du mot khoa Thién cua hai vi Thay Tay
Tang, Ribush rat cam phuc tinh chat khoa hoc cua
Phat Gido: “Pay 1a mot hé thong tu tudong khoa
hoc viing chac dua trén hai ngan nim trim nam
thién quan”. Ong nhiét thanh dén muc chang bao
lau sau da dua ca me va em trai cua minh vao
Phat Gido va tra tién vé may bay cho cac ban cua
minh sang tham du khoa Thién ké tlep Mot phan
1a vi 6ng ma Phat Gido Tay Tang & Uc Chau phan
16n 1a mot hi€n twgng cua thanh pho Melbourne.
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Bac Sl Nlck Ribush, ngwoi Tdy Phuwong dau tién
tu theo Phat Giao Tay Tang

Nam 1974, Marie Obrot, vé sau c6 phap danh 1a
Yeshe Khadro, va mot Ty khuu N1 nguo1 Canada
tén 14 Ann McNeil, t6 chic chuyén viéng thim
Uc Chau dau tién cua Lat Ma Yeshe va Lat Ma
Zopa, vé sau trd thanh nhitng viéng thim hang
nim. Pén Uc vao thang bay, hai vi ¢ lai hon ba
thang, to chitc mot khoa thién ba muoi ngay cho
khoang hai tram nguo1 ¢ Diamond Valley,
Queensland, va thuyét phap & Melbourne va
Sydney. Trong cugc viéng tham nay, Nick Ribush
va Marie Obrot ciing hién 65 hecta dat ma ho da
mua vo1 hai nguol ban la Tom va Kathy Vickta
trudc khi d1 ra nudc ngoai. O day Hoc Vién
Chenrezig duogc thiét 1ap, va 1a trung tam dau tién
cia Lat Ma Yeshe trong s hon ba muoi trung
tam trén khap thé gidi voi may ngan hoc vién.

Chuyén viéng thim nam 1974 ctia hai vi Lat Ma
nhan dugc su quan tam dang ké cua 2101 truyén
thong, v4i nhitng to bao “khong theo truyén
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thong” nhu t& “Cosmos” trang trong tuong thuat
tat ca nhitng hoat dong cua hai vi. Cac phong vién
thudc loai “nghiém chinh” thay loai tiéng Anh sai
van pham va giong néi cua Lat Ma Yeshe 1a kho
hiéu. Co 1& 6ng d3 hoc tiéng Anh phan 16n véi
cac hippy. Néu khong ké Phra Khantipalo thi
chua bao gio trude do lai O mot nguo1 nao dua
may tram nguodi Uc dén voi viéce thuc hanh Phat
Gi1ao. Ngoai su ki€én ong 1a mot tu si Phat Giao
Tay Tang, Lat Ma Yeshe lai 1a nguo1 co su néng
am va tinh khoi hai, vi viy ong di gdy an tuong
manh cho moi ngudi . Ong 1a mdt ngudi trinh
dién hoan hao, va & bat ctr ddu ong ciing chiém
ngu toan thé cr toa. Theo 10i cta chinh ong thi
ong la mot “hippy Tay Tang”, va khong it nguo1
dong huong Tay Tang cam thay kho chiu voi
hanh vi khong chinh théng cta 6ng.

Vé nhiéu mat Lat Ma Yeshe la nguo1 chinh
thong, thi du nhu khi tréng thay mot tam hinh ni
than Tara nao ong ciing biéu 1§ 1ong ton siing mot
cach nhi¢t thanh, hoac dap vao phia sau cac d¢ tir
ctia minh mot ¢ néu ho ddm budc 1én trén mét to
béo, vi tat ca nhiing to gidy co chit viét hay chit in
dugc nguol Tay Tang xem la thiéng li€ng, nhung
ong cung cho rang “o Tay Phuong, nhung loai
thude kich thich tot cho nguoi so co, vi dung

nhitng loai thudc nay la moét sy thi nghiém cho
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thay kha ning cua tam tri”. Ong nghi rang cac dé
tir cua minh nén to chirc nhitng “hop dém Gido
Phap” (Dharma Nighclub) mét cach déu dan, noi
ho “khiéu v va uong ruou giong nhu nguoi Tay
Phuong". Ong 1a ngudi ndu an giodi, thich xem
truyén hinh va 1ai xe hoi, thich néi dua bat ct luc
nao va om moi nguoi, do d6 vi pham mot s6 2101
luat nho cua cac Ty kheo. Nhirng hanh vi nhu vay
ciia 6ng lam cho gidi chinh thong 1én tiéng phé
binh, va thuong dua dén su lan truyén nhitng tin
don, thi du nhu cac Ty kheo ni, dé tu cua Ong lam
nghé mai dam. Chac chan mot sO nguodi Tay Tang
khong thich sy noi tiéng cua 6ng; vi nhu chung ta
s& thay, ong da tro thanh mot hign tugng truyén
théng quoc t&, mot hién twong ma lic da qua doi
lai con 16n hon 1a khi con song, vi bay gio ngudi
ta d3 tim thay “hoa than” nguo1 Tay Ban Nha cua
ong. It co ai biét rang vao nim 1981, Lat Ma
Yeshe da “cud1” mot nguol vo Uc dé co thé nhap
canh Tay Tang bang ho chiéu Uc. Viéc ndy cho
thay 6ng c6 lién hé mat thiét véi Uc Chau va
cling cho thay tinh chat linh dong cua céac tu si
Tay Tang. Da sO cac tu si Theravada s& phat sg
néu ho nghe noi dén chuyén mot Ty kheo cuoi
v, du chi dé lay mot to giay thong hanh.

Vao dau thap nién 1970, vo1 nhitng hoat dong cua
Phra Khantipalo va Lat Ma Yeshe, Ho1 Phat Giao
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New South Wales trai qua mot cudc bién dong vé
tinh chat. Nhiéu hippy di tr& vé Uc dé “danh
trong Phap” bang viéc thiét 1ap nhiing trung tam,
va cac nhom sac toc moc lén 6 Sydney, két qua l1a
hoi doan nho ctia Natasha Jackson bat dau kho
can dan. Trung tim cta Phat Gido khong con & A
Chau ntra, nhung cting khong ¢ trong Ho1 Phat
Gido nay. Dé sira doi tinh trang, cac ho1 vien
trong ban diéu hanh quyet dinh thuc hién mot su
da dang hoa bang cach cho phép Bill Rait to chirc
nhitng 16p day Thién va Malcolm Pearce to6 chirc
nhitng khoa thién tap thé. Bill Rait 13 nguoi To
Cach Lan va di chuyén hudng tr Phat Gido
Theravada dén Thién Tong sau khi chimg kién
may bay Nhat tin cong kiéu “kamikaze” cac
chién ham Pong Minh trong Thé Chién Thir Hai.
Vao dau thap nién 1960 ong tham du nhirg khoa
Thién cua Christmas Humphreys & London, rdi
gia nhap Ho1 Phat Giao New South Wales sau khi
dén Uc Chau nim 1966. Khi Charles Knight “vé
huu”, Bill Rait dam trach nhiéu cong vi€c quan tri
cua HoO1, vi ong than vo1 Natasha Jackson, du ong
c¢6 khuynh hudng Thién Tong va chinh trj thudc
canh hiru. Piéu nay cho thay 6ng 1a ngudi dé
mén, va khong phai 1a Natasha Jackson d3 tré nén
dé tinh khi vé gia. Vao nam 1973 khi Natasha

Jackson dugc 71 tudi, mot ky gia cua to “Sydney
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Morning Herald” viét rang ba van rat “quyén rii
va linh hoat mot cach thuc té ... c6 tinh thang
thirng va dé noi gian”.
Malcolm Pearce di xa cach Hoi dan vao dau thap
nién 1960, va sau modt cudc gip gd ngan vdi gido
phai Scientology (Khoa Hoc), 6ng dén Nhat Ban
nam 1964 dé nghién ctru Rissho Kosei-kai (Phai
Lap Chanh Giao Thanh Ho61), mdt chi phai cua
Nichiren (Nhat Lién Tong). Co 1€ it gay tranh
luan hon chi phai Soka Gakkai (Sang Gia Hoc
Hoi), Rissho Kosei-kai doi héi cac tin d6 moi
ngay nguyén trung thanh véi vi chu tich cua phai
1a Nikkyo Niwano. Su phoi hop tin ngudng tho to
tién ctia phai ndy lam cho ngudi ta nghi ngd rang
day khong phai la mot gidao phar Phat Gido.
Malcolm Pearce khong chap nhan mot SO phuong
dién cta phai ndy, nhung ong rat chu y dén chu
trrong lam cong tac xa hd1 va phuong phap tham
van nhom cua phai. Trong mot chuyén di Nhat
sau do, ong két hon voi mot nhan vién cia Rissho
Kosei-kai, va hai nguoi trd vé Uc véi v dinh
truyén ba gido 1y cia phai nay. Luc dau ho lam
cong vi¢c nay vol mot nhom thi nghiém o mot thi
tran noi Pearce lam nghé day hoc. Pén nim 1973,
Natasha Jackson, khong biét 1a minh s& di dén
dau, da cho phép vo chong Pearce song o ngdi
biét thy md&i mua & Eastlake dé lam “quan gia”.
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Pugc Natasha Jackson cho phép, Pearce t0 chirc
“Hoi Gido Phap” (Dharma Circle) dau tién cua
ong, mot “nhom thanh nién gap g6” vao thang
bay nam do, duoc dit ra dé “khong bi can tro boi
su ¢cO mat cua cac tu si hay nguoi gia (tru khi
nhitng nguodi nay duge moi tham du)”. Mot diéu
lam cho Natasha Jackson khong vui long la
nhtrng cudc hop t6i thtr sdu mdi tuan cua Pearce
duoc nhidu ngudi hudng ung hon 1a nhitng cudc
dién thuyét toi thur tu ciia ba, va chang bao lau,
hai bén tré nén d6i dich nhau, v4i Bill Rait & vao
khoang gitra.
Luc d6 su cang théng da xuét hién duoc mot thoi
gian va cO 1€ Natasha Jackson da tu lau cam théy
loai Phat Giao cua minh dang gap nguy hiém,
nhung diéu nay chi lam cho ba cuong quyét hon.
Khi su d6 v& xay ra thi d6 cling 12 mot trong
nhitng giai doan it dugc biét rd nhat trong lich sir
Phat Gido Uc Chau. Pay 1a mot diém tranh luan
16n cho dén ngay nay, va cung voéi nhitng ngudi
theo Theravada, nguoi ta thuong cho rang
Natasha Jackson di bi “truc xuit mot cach tan
bao” trong mot cudc “cach mang no1 hoang
cung”’. Nguo1 ta xem day 1a mot am muu cua phai
Rissho Kosei-kai nham hiém, v&i nhitng phuong
phap xam nhédp va chiém ctr cac hoi doan cua ho.
TAt nhién Malcolm Pearce mudn dung HO1 Phat
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Gido New South Wales lam phuong tién truyén
ba Rissho Kosei-kai, nhung c¢6 1€ khong co gi
tham ddc trong viéc nay ca. Su viec chi la dudi su
lanh dao cua Natasha Jackson, HO1 da khong con
stc manh, va Malcolm Pearce nghi rang duong
16i ciia minh sé& lay lai mot chut sinh khi cho Hoi.

C6 1& d3 c6 mot bau khong khi dao chanh trong
thang 11 nam 1975. Malcolm Pearce nhin nhan
rang O ban diéu hanh ong da “choi tro chinh trj
nhiéu hon bat ctr ngudi nao khac”, nhung 6ng co
dung k§ thuat “shakubuku” (nhiép phuc) nhu
Natasha Jackson da am chi hay khong thi do la1 la
chuyén khac. Natasha Jackson néi raing Malcolm
Pearce ciing dd nghién ciru mot cudn sach cua J.
A. Brown tén la “Ky Thuat Thuyét Phuc”, va viéc
ong dung chiéng va trong Nichiren da dugc “tinh
toan dé pha hiy tam 1y d6i khang” theo kiéu
“nhitng nhan to thoéi mién”. Ba ké rang nhu mot
phan cua viéc nhiép phuc, Pearce va vo ciia 6ng
cung v4i nhitng ngudi ho trg dd “la hét ... va rot
cugc to1 phai tu chure™. S6 sach cua Hoi cho thay
rang mot trong nhiing nguoi ban cua Natasha
Jackson 1a Paul Boston — ma cudi nim dé di An
Po dé tho 2101 Ty kheo — da nhan dugc mot “thu
khién trach”, va bi de doa s& chi duoc 1am “hoi
vién dy bi” vi d3 khong héi v kién ban diéu hanh
trude khi dién thuyét & Wayside Chapel. Viéc nay
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c6 thé dd duoc dung dé khiéu khich Natasha
Jackson vi tir trudc dén gid ba dd cd nhitng hanh
v1 khong than thién vo1 ca nhirg ho1 vién “trung
lap” trong ban diéu hanh, va mot nguoi trong so
d6 nho lai rang minh thuong “bi duc ba xé ra
tirng manh”.
Mo viéc trd nén cong khai vao ngay 6 thang 12,
trong mot cudc hop khong cd6 mat Natasha
Jackson khi nhirng ngud1 thudc phai cia Malcolm
Pearce phé binh rang ba 1a ngudi “rat khac nghiét,
doc doan va vé nhiéu mit khong phai 1a Phat ta",
va “néu O trong bat ¢t mot to chirc nao khac,
nhitng hanh ddng cua ba s€ lam cho ba b1 truc
xuat”. Ho noi rang ba co tinh hung hing, va néu
ba khong tan cong Pai Puc Somakola hay Phra
Khantipalo thi ba ciing tan céng chinh nhiing hoi
vién cua Ho1. Malcolm Pearce cho dang mot ban
tuong trinh trong ban tin cua Ho1, noi rang “tranh
luan vé gido Iy .. nhleu nhat chi co gia tri gitp
vul g101 han, con vé lau dai thi ciing khong giai
quyet duogc van dé cua ai ca, ma con lam gia tang
van d&". Luc nay ong di co di so nguoi trong ban
diéu hanh dé dua cho Natasha Jackson mot toi
hau thu yéu cau ba ding néi “nhirng 16i phi bang
c6 tinh chat bé phai” nita, tirc 12 ba hay ngimg chi
trich Rissho Kosei-kai. Co 1€ Natasha Jackson
cam thay minh khong con cach nao khac ngoai
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viée tir chtre, nhung ba da tir chtre voi su phan no.
Ba cho luu hanh thu tir chtrc cia minh trong khap
gidi Phat Gido, v6i y dinh t6 cdo Malcolm Pearce
va am muu “Kosei-Kai hoa” Ho1 Phat Gido New
South Wales mot cach phan bdi. Luc lugng tin
ngudng phi 1y di ché ngu nhiing nguoi khac
nhung ba s& khong chiu khuat phuc.

Tiéng noi cua 1y tri trong vu ndy co 18 1a Bill Rait,
nguodi da co gang vira ¢ lai trong Hoi vira gitr
duoc tinh ban vo1 Natasha Jackson. Ong noi rang
mic du Malcolm Pearce van luén ludén mubn Hoi
“d1 theo con duong Rissho Kosei-kai”’, nhung ong
ta “khong am muu lam cho Natasha Jackson phai
tir chirc, ma ba ta tu rat lui vi di co thai do day
thanh kién va c6 chap”. Pai Puc Dhammika tirc
Paul Boston du phé binh Malcolm Pearce nhung
cling no1 réng Natasha Jackson phé phan viéc
Pearce danh trong va nhing viéc khac nhung ba
ta da khong hung hang ve nhing diéu nay, va néu
ba mém déo hon modt chut, va Malcolm Pearce
bot 11 dung co ho1 nay mot chat thi har ngudr da
c6 thé lam viéc cung voi nhau. Tat nhién day la
mot vu dang budn, vi mot nguo1 dan ba da céng
hién hon hai muoi nim trong doi ctia minh cho
Ho1 la1 cam théy b1 cudng bach phai tu chirc
trong mot bau khong khi day ac cam nhu vay. It

292



nhat 1a cho dén nim 1971 Hoi Phat Gido New
South Wales da 1a tdm diém cta Phat Gido Uc
Chau va Natasha Jackson da la nhan vat chinh
ciia Hoi. Natasha Jackson d3 co nhiing sai lam 1
rét, nhung c6 1& Phat Gido & Uc Chau ngdy nay
c6 thé dung nhiéu duc tinh nghi van va strc manh
duy 1y cua ba.

Niam 1976, sau mot chuyén thim viéng nudc
Nga, Natasha Jackson b1 dot quy, nhung hoi phuc
du strc khoé dé hoat dong vo1 cac sinh vién Ban
Nghién Ciru Ton Giao cua Dai Hoc Sydney trong
hai1 nam. Thang 10 nam 1988 ba vao mot vién
diéu dudng & Sydney, O tudi 86, vi bi bénh
Alzheimer.

Chuwong 6
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Bo Bén Kia: 1975-1988

Trong nhitng nam sau khi Natasha Jackson tu
chtrc, va dic biét 1a tir khi Bill Rait chuyén t6i
Queesland nam 1982, Ho1 Phat Giao New South
Wales da tré thanh mot chi nhanh cua Rissho
Kosei-kai vé moi mat, chi trir danh nghia. Nhan
vién cua tong phai nay tu Nhat Ban té1 tham
viéng hai 1an mdi nim. C6 nhiing nguoi & lai Uc
may thang. Trong nim 1983, Rissho Kosei-kai bo
ra 78,000 d6 la dé xay mot Tu vién trén 152 hecta
dat & Blue Mountain. Nara Pearce 1am nghé “boi
tén”, va Hoi td chirc nhitng khoa ba muoi tuan
giang Kinh Phap Hoa.

Quyén gia nhap Hoi khong con danh cho bat ctr
al, ma chi danh cho nhirng nguoi nao c6 “thai do
tng hd”, theo V kién cua Pearce. Ba “giang vién”
la Malcolm Pearce, vo cua oOng, va Robert
Urquhart, cung s6 hoi vién la dudi bon muoi
nguoi. Tuy vay, Pearce dé nghi 1a Hoi s& khong
bao gio tuyén bo minh 1a Rissho Kosei-kai vi Hoi
co lich su riéng cua minh. Nhung nhiing nguot da
kich ong, trong do co Leo Berkeley, lai cho rang
Ho1, vo1 tru s6 mo1 0 Bic Sydney, dugc diéu
hanh giong nhu mot dén tho gia tdc, va rang 10i
tuyén bo Hoi khong co tinh cach tong phai 1a gia
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doi. Ho thuong vach ra nhitng diém cho thay Hoi
Phat Gido New South Wales song hanh vd1 Hoi
Phat Gido Soka Gakkai, va giong nhu tong phai
nay bay gio HO1 da dimg 0 ngoai ¢ clia g101 Phat
Giao ¢ Uc Chau, hau nhu khong ¢ su tiép xuc
nao voi cac hoi doan khac. Co 1€ tén cua Ho1 da
duoc gilt nguyén dé lam cho Hoi c6 vé van cd
tinh chat thong thuong, du ¢ bén trong da doi
khac, tuy nhién Malcolm Pearce c6 vé thanh tam
mudn gilp d0 moi nguoi, thi du nhu “Hor Tu
Thién Karuna” ctia 6ng da lam rat nhiéu diéu dé
giup nhiéu nguoi ti nan Péng Duong duoc dé
dang hon trong viéc tai dinh cu vao cudi thap
nién 1970 bang cach cung cap mdt s6 nha o, day
tiéng Anh va to chtrc nhirng hoat dong xa hoi cho
ho. Piéu quan tAm chinh yéu cua ong 1a cong tac
xa hoi, va ong ndi rang Plrc Phat co phai la “dang
giac ngd" hay khong, khong phai la diéu quan
trong. Vi vay, theo V kién cta da so nhiing nguoi
Phat Giao khac, thi du nhu Pa1 Pirc Dhammika,
thi Rissho Kosei-kai “c6 vé giong nhu mot thir to
chirc manh thudng quan qudc té Rotary Club pha
tron voi mot chat téon gido. Toi nghi rang Phat
G1ao khong chi c6 nghia 1a lam viéc thién”.
Hoi Phat Gido Victoria di theo huéng gan nhu
nguoc lai vao nam 1975, khi Len Henderson,
nguoi Pai thira cudi cing con hoat dong roi khoi
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vi tri ciia minh trong ban diéu hanh ciing nhu
chirc vu chu but tap chi “Metta”. Vo1 su xuat hién
cua cac Lat Ma Tay Tang, vo1 Les Oates va
nhitng nguoi khac tién tdi, va véi thanh phan
nguodi Tich Lan dang phat trién trong Hoi, 6ng
cam théy minh “b1 101 ra khoi” vi tri, nhung Ong
roi khéi vi tri voi sy thanh nha, chir khong lam 6n
ao nhu trong nhiéu vu rat lui khac & Sydney.
Khong co ai 1am nhiéu hon Len Henderson trong
viéc hoang duong Phat Phap & Victoria, ma ciing
khong cé ai 1am véi sy dé chiu nhu 6ng. Ong 6
lai may nam nira trude khi roi khoi Hoi va vao
nim 1988 1a thanh vién ctia Nhém Thién
Melbourne. Elizabeth Bell thay thé ong lam cong
viéc bién tap tap chi “Metta”, va tuy to tap chi co
it bail thudc loai man dam hon dudi tho1 Natasha
Jackson, nhung phan thong tin va nhiing bai co
tinh cach thuc hanh thi ting 1én gap muol.

La ngon dén huéng dan trong Hoi sudt hai muoi
nam qua, Elizabeth Bell da lam cho Ho1 co6 tinh
chat thoai mai va rong rii giong nhu c4 tinh cua
ba. Cing nhu ban cua ba, Natasha Jackson, ba
danh tron tho1 gi0 cua minh lam viéc cho Phat
Giao Uc Chau. Nhung hai nguoi rat khac nhau &
chd ba 1a nguoi rat khoan dung va thuc teé.
Nhing hoi vién chu chot khac 1a me ctua Bac Si
Nick Ribush, Beatrice, George Ho, Dr Mendis, va
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Fred Whittle, nhitng nguoi con lai sau nhitng bién
dong va d6i hudng trong ca hai hoi tir thap nién
1950. Nam 1988 s6 hoi vién 1a khoang 170
nguoi, dong hon nhiéu so vi Hoi Phat Gido New
South Wales. Tir nam 1975, Hot ¢6 try so la tu
vién ¢ Richmond, vo1 nhiing hoat dong dugc to
chtrc hau nhu mdi ngay trong tuan, bao gom dién
thuyét, nhitng khoa thién, 1& cing “puja”, va
nhitng hoat dong xa hoi. Tin d6 Phat Giao Tich
Lan khoang nam tram ngudit ¢ Melbourne gay
duoc kha nhiéu anh huong. Elizabeth Bell thay
ho “vo tu vé Phat Phap hon 13 nhimng ngudi Tay
Phuong, nhung ho thanh tam hon, theo 16i rieng
ciia ho”. Két qua cua lién hé nay la da so cac
Tang si tru tri & HO1 1a nguot Tich Lan. Cac hoi
vién ngudi Uc thi quan tdm nhiéu t&i thue hanh
thién dinh, va vi Phat Gido Tich Lan khong coi
trong viéc nay lam nén Elizabeth Bell gian xép
cho HO1 hop tac nhiéu hon véi cac Tang si thudc
truyen thong tu vién trong rung ¢ Thai Lan. Dai
DPtrc Dhammika 12 mot Ty kheo nguoi Uc rat thuc
t¢ va hung bién, ma c6 nguoi goi 1a “thang
thung”, va da tru tri ¢ HQ1 trong nhirng khoang
thoi gian mudi mot thang va sau thang. Ong va
Phra Khantipalo la nhirng v1 khach thuong xuyén
ké tir thang sau 1973.
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Pai Buc Dhammika

Sau hai nam dau tién day Phat Phap & Sydney,
Phra Khantipalo da khanh thanh Wat
Buddharangsee (Chua Phat Quang / Monastery of
the Buddha's Radiance), vao ngay Phat Dan 25
thang 5 nim 1975. Pay 12 mot ngdi nha co uy
nghi, v6i kiéu kién trac thoi Victoria, tri gia
65,000 do la, duoc mua béng tién cung duong cua
Ba Lamun Meenahnan ¢ Bangkok. Ngb1 chua
duoc Thai Tu Thai Lan chinh thirc khanh thanh
vor sy hién dién cua Somdet Phra
Nyanasamsvara, Thay cta Phra Khantipalo, va
bay vi Su truong khac. Pay co I€ cling 1a co hoi
dé to chitc Gidi dan chinh thic dau tién trén dat
Uc, va ngudi tho giéi Ty kheo 1a Rod Plant, mot
gido vién hai muoi bon tuéi & Melbourne. Wat
Buddharangsee da thay thé Hoi Phat Gido New
South Wales lam tdm diém cua Phat Gido &
Sydney. Khong chi danh cho cong dong Thai Lan
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nim trim ngudi, ngdi chua dudi su hudng dan
cua vi Su truéng nguoi Lao, Phra Mahasamai, ma
con cung cap phuong tién truong dudng cac hoi
doan Kampuchia, Mién Pién, Lao, ca Viét Nam
va Trung Hoa, trong thoi ky pho1 thai cua ho.
Nguoi Uc thuong khi to1 chua nay dé hanh thién
vao budi toi, con ngudi A Chau thi tdi trong
nhing dip 1&. Phra Mahamasai hoan hy lam chiéc
cau no1 hai bén lai vo1 nhau, va ong la mot trong
sO rat it nhing vi Thay sic tdc thanh cong trong
VIEC gl1ao tlep V01 cOng dong 1én gdbm moi sic toc.
Ong lam hét strc dé hoa giai nhitng vu tranh chap
sac toc trong cong dong Chua, va khong vui long
khi thay khong c6 thém nguoi Uc dugc tho gidi.
Nam 1987, mot chi nhanh cua Chua dugc xay
dung vo1 gia 250,000 d6 ¢ Campbeltown thudc
vung ngoai 0, trong mot khung canh hy vong sé
thich hgp hon v&1 viée tinh tu.

Wat Buddharangsee cting 1ap hai chua chi nhanh
lién tiéu bang. Vao ngay Lé Phat Pan nam 1985
Wat Rattanapradeepa dugc khanh thanh o
Adelaide, vo1 har Tang si tru tri va khoang 150
gia dinh tin do. Nam sau d6 Wat Dhammarangsee
duoc khanh thanh ¢ Forest Hill thuoc ngoai 6
Melbourne, do Ho1 Phat Giao Victoria xay dung
trong hai nim. Voi cac tin d6 da s6 1a nguoi
Thai, Lao, Kampuchia, va Uec, Chua nay canh
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tranh vo1 Chua Thai Lan 6 Box Hill, Melbourne,
cia Thuong Toa Dr. Viriyanando. Mot phan
nguyén nhan cua cudc canh tranh nay la su tranh
chap giita cac phai ¢ Thai Lan duoc dua ra hai
ngoai, nhu hai phat Dhammayut va Mahanikaya
thi dua véi nhau trong viéc truyén gido. Trong ba
nim qua Chua Thai Lan di dua ra nhiéu vi Su
truong dé tham du 1& dang y Kathina. Thi du, vao
thang 11 nam 1985, ba muoi sau Tang si Thai
Lan c6 mit & 1€ tho gidi cua bay Ty kheo va muoi
Ty kheo ni, da so ho van mic 4o tu si trong ky
nghi he cua ho.
Cac nhom Theravada sic tdc c6 thém hai hoi
doan Phat Gido Mién Pién, mot & Sydney do Dr.
K.K. Wain thanh lap, va mot ¢ Perth do Sir
Fzekiel Daniel thanh 1ap. S¢ D1 Tru Cabramatta
cling cho phép xay dung mét s6 chua & khu ngoai
6 vong ngoai phia Tdy Sydney. Trong s6 mudi
bon ngan nguoi Kampuchia & Uc c6 nhiing ngudi
séng 0 vung nay. Wat Kaymarang Saram va trung
tam cong dong tr1 gia nua trigu d6 la dugce khoi
cong cay cat nam 1987 & Bonnyrigg. Vol sO tin
d6 1,500 nguodi va mot Tang doan gom mot Ty
kheo va dudi hai muoi Ty kheo ni, c6 1& day 1a to
chtrc Phat Giao 16n nhat Uc Chau. O gan d6 ciing
c6 hai chua Lao voi tong cong muoi Tang si. Hai
chua nay co su phan biét nhau vé giai cap - mot
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chua co tinh chat quy toc hon va chong cong
manh mé& hon - nhung ca hai déu do nhiing nhém
tuoi tré hoat dong va da thu hat dugc mot sb
thanh nién tho gié1 Sa D1 trong ky nghi he cua ho.
Graeme Lyall, nim 1988 dung dau Hoi Pong
Phat Gido New South Wales, nghi rang trong tat
ca cac nhom Theravada sac toc thi ngudi Lao co
nhiéu trién vong nhat trong viéc bao ton truyén
thong ctia minh. Nguoi Tich Lan da thiét 1ap mot
tu vién ¢ Brisbane nam 1982, nhung nguodi ta
thay tuong lai ctia ho c6 vé it hira hen nhat. S6 tin
d6 Phat Gido Tich Lan khoang hai ngan nguoi &
Uc Chau da sb thudc gidi chuyén nghiép o Sri
Lanka, vi d6 1a diéu kién nhép cu cia ho, va diéu
nay cO nghia la trinh d0 Anh nglr cua ho thudc
loai cao, 1am cho ho cé thé hoa nhap vo1 nhirng
hoi doan Phat Gido nguoi Uc di cé tir trude. Tuy
nhién modt s6 Tang si Tich Lan di khong thanh
cong, voi it nhat 13 hai nguoi dd bo 4o ca sa dé
theo duoi nhitng muc tiéu thé gian.

Vé Phat Gido Dai thira thi Sydney ciing dan dau.
Eric Liao, m0t nha kinh doanh khiém nhuong
ngudi Quang Poéng téi Uc Chau nam 1961, da
thanh 1ap Hoi Phat Gido Trung Hoa & Uc Chau
trong nha dé xe ctia ong & Lane Cove vao thang
giéng nam 1972. Thang 8 nam do Chua Bat Nha
(Prajna Temple) dugc thanh 12p ¢ Dixon Street,
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trung tam cua khu Chinatown ¢ Sydney. Qua thoi
gian chua ndy d3 tiép dai nhiéu Tang Ni tir Dai
Loan, Thai Lan, Viét Nam, va Malaysia. Nhing
khoéa thién budi toi duoc to chtrc cho nguoi U,
va nhimg 1& hoi duoc to chitc cho khoang nim
muoi tin d6 ngudi Hoa. Chinh sach cua Eric Liao
la khong phan bi¢t Pai thira va Theravada, vi vay
ma Phra Khantipalo da chu tam t&1 chua nay sau
khi bat hoa véi Natasha Jackson vao nim 1973.
Thang 10 nam 1974 hon mot tram nguoi tham du
1& truyén phap Quan Thé Am do Lat Ma Yeshe t6
chitc ¢ chua Bat Nhi. Nhu vay Phat Gido ¢ Uc
Chau da tién xa ké tir khi Ni Su Dhammadinna
ban 1& truyén phap cho nhoém dé tir cta ba hai
muo1 nam trudec.

Thang 5 nam 1984, Eric Liao thanh 13p thém Thu
Vién Phat Giao Uc Chau ¢ Sussex Street, Sydney
gan Chinatown. Thu vién nay c6 toan bo kinh
dién Pai thira va Threravada bang mot s6 ngdn
ngit, voi ba ngan cudn sach khac lién quan tdi
Phat Gido. Thu vién cling t6 chirc nhirng buoi
thuyét phap hang tuan ctia Phra Khantipalo, va 1a
no1 hop cua HO1 Phat Gido New South Wales. Co
diéu dang tiéc 1a chi co it ngudi dung thu vién
nay, von do hao tdm cua Eric Liao ma co, va vao
thang giéng nam 1987, nguoi ta quyet dinh

chuyén tat ca cac sach téi Thu Vién Quodc Gia &
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Canberra. Khong ké tién mua sach, viéc thiét lap
thu vién da lam cho gia dinh Liao tén hon 80,000
d6 la nhu d3 noi trong bai thuyét phap cudi cung
cua ong ¢ thu vién, nho cong duc cua Eric Liao
ma “anh sang Gido phap di roi téi nhiing noi toi
tam” (the ligh of the Dharma has illuminated
some no doubt very dark places).

Ngay 14 thang 11 nam 1985, Chua Bat Nha bi
thi€u huy sau mot vu nd binh ga. Birc tuong Phat
con nguyén ven cua chua dugc dua td1 mot chua
méi thiét 1ap & Hornsby. Vao luc ay, & Sydney co
hai hdi doan khac cua nguol Hoa, do 1a Tu Vién
Hwa Tsang ¢ Homebush do Thugng Toa Tsang
Hui ( Tang Hué) lanh dao, va Ho1 Phat Gido cua
nguoi Uc Géc Hoa ¢ Bonnyrigg. Nguodi ta noi
rang hoi nay khong dang duoc goi 1a mot Hoi
Phat Gido, vi cac vi than cia Trung Hoa cling
duoc coi 1a ngang hang véi chu Phat, B6 Tat. O
Melbourne HO1 Phat Gido cua Nguor Viet géc
Hoa 1a hdi doan doc nhat c6 thé so sanh duoc.
Pugc thanh 14p trong mot nha dé xe & Springvale
nam 1980, hoi doan nay to chtrc nhimg khoa tung
niém vao moi chu nhat & mot hoi quan cua Hoi
Tam Piém ¢ Collingwood. Nhing ho1 doan nay
khong dung nhiéu tiéng Anh, vi vay cé rat it
ngudi Uc tham du. Noi chung thi nhitng nguoi
Uc cht v ti Thién thay cac phai Thién ctia Nhat
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Ban va M§¥ dé tiép can hon 1a cac phai ciia Trung
Hoa, Triéu Tién hay Viét Nam, va cho to1 luc nay
c6 18 chi cd mot ngudi Uc dugce thu nhan vao mot
dong Thién Trung Hoa, d6 1a Ni Su Ching Hua,
nam 1988 1a mot Ty kheo ni ¢ Dai1 Loan.
Cac sinh vién M4 Lai goc Hoa cta nhiéu truong
dai hoc & Uc d to chirc cac hdi doan Phat Gigo,
va co giao tiép vdi cac sinh vién ngudi Uc, nhung
phan 16n ho 13 tin d6 Kim Cuwong Thira hodc tin
d6 Theravada, giong nhu phong trao phuc hoi
Phat Giao ¢ Malaysia do nguo1 Thail kho1 xudng.
Khi d6i dién véi chil nghia chinh théng Hoi Gido
hay Thién Chta Gido, nhiéu nguoi Hoa phai suy
nghi vé ton gido cua minh, vi vy cac hoi doan
Phat Gido cua sinh vién & cac truong dai hoc Uc
Chau canh tranh véi1 hai tin ngudng co tinh cach
hudng ngoai nhiéu hon kia. C6 18 hoi doan dau
tién dugc thanh 13p 1la & Monash vao nam 1976,
nhung hoi doan 16n nhat 1a & Pai Hoc New South
Wales, vo1 133 ho1 vién cua “Unibuds” nam
1986, trong d6 123 1a nguoi Hoa, 6 nguoi Uc, va
4 nguoi Tich Lan. Pé chinh phuc hd1 vién moi,
nhitng ho1 doan nay dat trong tam vao cac hoat
dong xa hoi, t6 chitc cdc nhom déng ca, kich
nghé, va thé thao. Pa s6 nhitng hoi vién méi noi
r'?mg ho chi biét rat so lwoc vé Phat Gido. Mot
ngudi M3 Lai goc Hoa c6 anh huong 16n tdi
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“Unibuds” 1a Pa1i Buc Mahinda, da tré thanh tu s1
Theravada sau khi hoc ¢ Tan Tay Lan. Graeme
Lyall gap ong nam 1983 trong khi dang tho gioi
Ty kheo mot thor gian ¢ Malaysia, va sau mot
vong thuyét phap thanh cong nim 1985, hai
nguoi hop tac thanh 1ap Hoi Truyén Ba Phat Giao
Uc Chau & Ambervale, New South Wales vao
nam 1988

Tat nhién nhém Phat Gido sic tdc 16n nhat & Uc
Chau luc nay 1a nguodi Viét Nam. Theo thong ké
nam 1986 thi co hon 35,000 nguoi Viét Nam tu
xem minh 13 Phat t, chiém 30% cong déng
nguodi Viét Nam & Uc. Nhimng hoi doan dau tién
duoc thanh 13p ¢ Melbourne va Brisbane nam
1978, va & Sydney nidm sau d6. O Melbourne, ltc
dau cong viéc nay nhan dugc su gitp d& cua Tara
House, mo0t trong nhitng trung tam cua Lat Ma
Yeshe, no1 da don tiép vi Tang si Viét Nam dau
tién t6i Uc Chau vao thang 7 nim 1980, do 1a
Thuong Toa Thich Phuoc Hu€. Thuong Toa da di
nhiéu noi & Uc Chau, giup thém dong luc cho cac
to chirc khac, va vao thang 4 nim 1981, da ding
ra thanh 14p Gido Hoi Phat Gido Viét Nam Thong
Nhat tai Uc Chau, Ba muc tiéu cin ban cua Hoi
duoc trinh bay nhu sau:

1) Tuyén dwong sw hiéu biét gido 1y cia Phdt
Thich Ca, vi Thdy cua ba ngan thé gidi, do c¢é

305



long dai tw bi voi chung sinh da chi day con
duwong giac ngo.
2) Duy tri phat huy truyén thong Phdt Gido va
van héa Viét Nam & Uc Chau.
3) Phat trién tam tir bi gidi thodt cho chiing sinh.
Hién tai, trung tam cua cong déng Phat Giao Viét
Nam o Melbourne la Chua Quang Minh ¢
Sunshine, va L& Phat Pan da duogc to chuc 0 Toa
Thi Chinh Collingwood trong may nim. O
Sydney, Chua Phap Bao uy nghi ¢ Smithfield da
duoc khanh thanh vao thang 5 nam 1984. Chua
nay co kiéu kién trac dic biét Viét Nam, nhung
duoc xay béng gach do va toa lac trong mot
khung canh Uc tiéu biéu voi nhiing cay bach dan.
Chinh quyén New South Wales d3 hién nira hecta
dat, va 75% chi phi lao dong cho giai doan dau
ctia du an dugc cung cap qua Chuong Trinh Viéc
Lam Cong Pong. Hoi Phat Gido Viét Nam &
Queensland chiu thiét hai nang khi ngd1 chua Ion
cua HO1 ¢ Corinda b1 chdy vao thang 6 nam 1985,
va trong nam 1988 s6 hdi vién hoat dong cua Ho1
chi c6 200. C6 hai ho1 Phat Gido dang hoat dong
manh ¢ Perth va Canberra. Ho1 6 Canberra co sau
Tang N1 va dang xay dung mot ngo1 chua moi.
La nhitng nguoi Viét Nam tai dinh cu ¢ vung dat
mdi Uc Chau, cac hoi Phat Gido chu trong viéc
bao ton truyén thong Viét Nam. Vi muc tiéu nay
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cac hoat dong van hoa va phuc lo1 xa ho1 dugc t6
chirc cung vdo1 cac hoat dong ton gido. Cac doi
Gia Pinh Phat Tu, duoc to chuc, va ngoai Lé
Phat Pan va Tét Nguyén Pan, nhiing ngay 1é
khac duoc cir hanh 1a L& Vu Lan va Tét Trung
Thu. Giéng nhu Phat Gido Trung Hoa, da so
nhing tong phai Phat Giao lon cua Viet Nam
thuc hanh tong hop theo Thién Téng va Tinh Do
Tong. Phat Gido Viét Nam ¢ Uc Chau ciing vay,
cO nhing tu st chu trong le nghi va co6 nhiing vi
xuat than tir nhiing truyén thong quan tam toi
viéc hanh thién va nghién ctru kinh dién hon. Mot
thi du 1a Thuong Toa Thich Bao Lac, tru tri Chua
Phap Bao, di tu hoc sau rong theo Thién Tong &
Viét Nam va sau d6 nghién ctru Thién Tao Pong
(Sotozen) o Nhat Ban trong bay nam vi vay ong
chu trong viée to chuc nhimg ky nhap that deu
dian cho cac cu si. Thuong Toa ndi giodi tiéng
Anh, vi vy qua tho1 gian, khi cac ho1 doan Phat
Gido da dugc thiét 1ap ving chac hon va bét cach
biét hon, nhimg nguor Uc quan tAm tdi Th1en
Toéng c6 thé s& nhan thady minh dang ngodi trén
mot mo vang, v4i nhitng tu si Phat Gido co tam
cO nhu vay.
V1 lich su chéng chién tranh 1au dai cia minh,
Phat Gido Viét Nam c6 thé ciing ching té rang
minh c6 nhiéu cong hién cho nhitng van dé chinh
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tr1 va nhan quyén. Thuong Toa Thich Nhét Hanh,
nha hoat dong vi hoa binh noi tiéng di viéng
tham Uc Chau nim 1966 va di tro lai Uc trong
hai thang vao nam 1986. Ong 1a tac gla cua
nhtng cuén sach nhu “Hoa Sen Trong Bién Lira”,
“Chia Khéa Thién Tong", va “Chiéc Bé Khong
Phai La BoO Giac” (cung viét véi Daniel
Berrigan), va co 1€ 1a vi Thién su dugc xem trong
nhat thé gidi dang hoat dong & Tay Phuong ngay
nay Thuong Toa co ve 1a vi Thay ma cac “Thién

* ngudi My tim dén tham van. Véi co so la
Le‘mg Mai, mot cong déng Thién Tong 0 nuoc
Phap, Thuong Toa Nhat Hanh dac biét noi tleng
1a nguoi thuyét giang vé chanh niém va thién
hanh. Nhitng cudc no1 chuyén va nhiing khoa
thién cta 6ng khong chi thu hut nhiéu tin do Phat
Giao nguodi Uc va ngudi Viét ma con ca mot so
nguodi Cong Gido biét tiéng ong qua nhirng cudn
sach cua Thomas Merton. Nhitng cudc d6i thoai
do Thuong Toa Nhéat Hanh t6 chtic dua t&i két
qua 13 nguoi Uc va nguoi Viét hop tac mua 100
mau Anh (40 hecta) dat gan Singleton, & mién
Bic New South Wales dé xay dung Lang Sen
Bup, rap khuon theo Lang Mai ¢ Phap.
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N1 Su Chi1 Kwang

Truyén thong Thién ning dong nhat the gidi ngay
nay la cua Pai Han, va N1 Su Chi Kwang la
nguo1 coO thé t6 chirc mot cude dbi thoai gilra cac
tin d6 Phat Gido Uc va tin d6 Phat Gido Pai Han.
N1 Su Chi Kwang nguyén la Debbie Cain va la d¢
tu cua Phra Khantipalo trong may nam, sau do ba
dén Han Quodc xuat gia vao nim 1979 va tu hoc o
d6 trong bay nam, khoang thoi gian dai nhat ma
ngudi TAy Phuong co thé chiu dung duoc truyén
thong tu hanh cam go. Nam 1986 ba tré vé tham
Uc Chau mot thoi gian, nhung Phat Gido Pai Han
& Sydney khong han 1a nhing gi ba di trong
mong. Mot vu dung cham va ran nit xay ra dua
to1 vu mot tu si cao cap tron trong mot can nha de
khoi mat mang. Nguoi ta to cao 1an nhau vé mot
s6 tuong Phat bi mat cép, nhitng bic thu khiéu
nai dugc gui dén B6 Di Tra va sé canh sat. Két
qua 1a nim 1988 c6 hai chua & Sydney va so
nguol theo Phat Gido Pai Han hoat dong o
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Sydney khong hon 300, ca hai chua déu thudc
phai Tao Khé (Chogye).

Céc tin d6 Phat Gido & Sydney da thanh lap mot
ho1 dong vao thang 12 nam 1984 dé phan xtr va
giai quyet nhitng van dé nhu vay. Nguoi ding
dau hoi dong nay 1a Graeme Lyall, d3 c6 ltc 1a dé
tr tinh tin ctia ca Ni Su Dhammadinna 1an Pai
Ptc Somaloka, va hoi dong thuong gilt vai tro
mot van phong van dong va lién lac. Khong ké
Soka Gakkai von dugc xem 1a “cuc doan”, tat ca
khoang ba muoi hdi doan Phat Gido ¢ khu Vuce
Sydney da duoc khuyén khich tham du hoi dong,
va cho dén lic nay d3 c6 muoi tam hoi doan 1a
thanh vién chinh thitc ctia hoi dong. Hoi dong
diéu phdi cac vi Thay Phat Gido cho cac 16p day
ton gido O nhitng truong cd sinh vién nguoi A
Chau, giip viéc nop don xin chiéu khan cho cac
tu si bang cach trung glan vo1 Bo D1 Tru, va cO
ging gdy dung tinh than hoa dong gitra nhirng ho1
doan khac nhau & Sydney. Tat nhién, day 1a viéc
kho khi ma gitta cac cong déng sic toc co su chia
ré sau xa, nhu truong hgp gitra nguolr Viét va
nguo1 Kampuchia.
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Cu Si reme Lyall

Sau khi quy y Tam Bao vao ngay Thanh cua Dai
Ié Phat dan nam 1953, Graeme Lyall tung 1a thu
ky cua HO1 Phat giao New South Wales tor nam
1953 dén nam 1956. Nam 1982, ong thanh lap
Ho1 Phat gido Pai hoc Sydney, nay dugc goi la
UNIBODHI, va phuc vu nhu 1a Chu Tich cua hoi
nay cho dén nim 1986. Trong nam 1984, dng tap
su Xuét gia nhu mot tu si tai chua Brickfields,
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. T nim 1986 dén nam
1992, 6ng la Chu tich Ho1 Phat Gidao Lién Bang
Uk, Théy ¢ van tinh than cta Hoi 1a T huong Toa
Mahinda. T nim 1992 dén nim 1994, ong la
Sang Lap Vién cua Thu vién Phat gido va Trung
tdm Thién. Tt nim 1997 dén hién tai, ong la mot
thanh vién Uy ban Hoi nghi Thé gi6i cua ton gido
vi hoa binh (WCRP) New South Wales. Graeme
Lyall 1a Chu tich Ho1 Phat giao cua New South
Wales tir nim 1985 cho dén nam 2006. Ong ciing
la nhan vién Tuyén Uy Phat gido tai Parklea,
Gaols Dilwynia va John Moroney, giang day cac
t0 nhan phéap tu thién dinh va triét Iy Phat gido.
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Tt nam 1953, ong 1a Phat tir Uc 1au doi nhat con
sot lai tir thoi ky nay. Ong di dai dién cho nuéc
Uc tai nhiéu hoi nghi Phat gido thé giéi va da
duoc Uy Ban Quan Hé Cong Pong Pa Vin Hoéa
tiéu bang New South Wales trao giai thuéng cho
cong viéc thi€n nguyén Vao nam 2001, ng0a1 ra
ong cling dugc chinh quyen Lién Bang Uc trao
tang huan chuong Order of Australia nam 2002
va Huan chuong Centenary vao nam 2003.

Mot van dé dau dau khac trong viec thlet lap cua
gan nim muoi to chitc Phat Gido sac toc ¢ Uc
Chau trong thap nién 1980 1a nhirng vu truy to va
tranh chap vé nhitng toa nha gia cu dugc dung
lam dén chua. Khi ngoi chua Viét Nam o
Melbourne duogc dat tar Footscray, nhirng nguoi
song o0 khu nay di phan doi manh mé, con o
Sydney thi Thuong Toa Thich Phuéc Hug, chu
tich moi1 cua Gidao HO1 Phat Giao Viét Nam
Thong Nhat tai Uc Chau, di dugc Hoi Pong
Thanh Pho Fairfield goi gidy thong bao noi rang
Thuong Toa da vi pham luat quy dinh khu vuc
cua hoi dong Bao chi dugc thong bao vé vu nay,
va Thu Hién Barrie Unsworth d3 dic biét quan
tam va dé nghi danh mot truong hoc khong st
dung cho Hoi vé6i nhimg diéu kién rat thuan loi.
Vo ngay 16 thang 7 ndm 1987, hoi dong gitp t6

312



chitc mot cudc hop gitta Thu Hién va hon mot
tram dai dién cua cOng déng Phat Gigo. Thu Hién
da doc dién vin ca tung “tinh than khoan dung va
tir bi" trong Phat Gido, va diéu nay lam cho Phat
Gi4o hoan toan phu hop véi dudng 16i da vin hoa
cua New South Wales.

Qua su trung gian ctia hoi dong, cong dong Phat
Gi1ao ¢ Sydney da thanh cOng trong viec lam cho
mot muc quang cao dugc rat khoi ba dai truyén
hinh cua Sydney. Muc quang cdo nay la cua Ho1
Nha Khoa Uc, dugc mé dau béng mot canh trong
Chua Rang Phat ¢ Kandy, Tich Lan, dugc xem la
cO tho mot cai rang xa lg1 cua Puc Phat, va mot
dién vién ndi rang chic Puc Phat 13 nguoi phat
minh tam xia rang. CO nhirng nguo1 Phat Giao
mich long vi muc quang cdo nay, va cO mot
nguo1 con dat cau hot: “Nguoi Thi€n Chua Giao
s& phan Ung ra sao néu Tam Vai Liém ¢ Turin
duoc nguol ta dung trong muc quang cdao bot
giat?” Hoi Pong ciing to chie 1& cudi va Ié tang
noi cac tu si co thé lam nhiéu hon 1a chi bam nut
& 10 thiéu. Tin d6 Phat Gido & Melbourne van
ludn ludn it 6n ao hon nhitng ngudi Phat Gido &
Sydney, vi vay chi dén nim 1987 ho mdi thanh
1ap mot hoi dong tuong tro.
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C6 nhirg nguoi cam thay cong vi¢c nay phai co
tinh cach khan cép, vi thé hé thir nhi nhirng nguoi
nhap cu Dong Duong va nhimg nguoi A Chau
khac dang xa ro1 truyén thong ctia 6ng cha ho dé
cO gang tré thanh nguoi Uc. Nhirng lo1 cua
Alfred Deakin vao nam 1893 van cé thé duoc
dung dé dang cho thap nién 1980, vi 6ng da ndi
rang nhiéu tin d6 Phat Gido sac tdc “dang hoa
nhap vao nhirng tin nguéong manh hon, tho hon va
kich thich hon” — c6 18 phan 16n 1a hoa nhép tin
ngudng duy vat chat cia ngudi Uc. Nhiéu tap
quan x3 hoi Phat Gido s& phai tranh dau mot cach
khé khin néu mudn séng con. Mot cude nghién
cru duoc tién si David Cox thudc Pai Hoc
Melbourne thuc hién nim 1982 vé vai trd cta tén
g140 trong vigc tai dinh cu va hoa nhap cua nhiing
nguo1l Phat Gido va Thién Chua Giao nhap cu tu
A Chau d3 cho thay nhu vay. Cudc nghién ctu
nay xac nhan y kién cho rang mtc do thuc hanh
Phat Gi1ao suy giam vo1 viec nhap cu va ngay ca
trong so nhitng thanh vién rat ning dong cua céc
ho1 doan Phat Gido chi c6 60% lam modt chit nao
do dé huong dan con chau cta ho vé ton gido nay.
Co 1€ dleu nay phu hop véi tinh than ctia Phat
Gi4do von c6 khuynh huéng khong dung bat ctr
mot sy cudng bach nao, nhung ciing cé thé day 1a
dau hiéu sy suy tan cua ton gido nay. Cudc
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nghién ctru ctia Cox con cho thady mot diéu dang
chu v 1a nhitng ngudi Phat Gido nhap cu tir Tich
Lan va Viet Nam, trong tién trinh hoa nhap vao
xa hoi Uc dé dang hon 1a nhimg ngudi dong
huong theo Thién Chta Gido cta ho. Ho noi rang
ho chiu su phan biét it hon, khong thay ton gido
cua minh lam cho minh xa cach nhitng nguoi
khac trong cong dong, va rang ho cé nhiéu ban be
ngudi Uc hon 13 nhitng ngudi Thién Chta Gido
Tich Lan va Viét Nam. Cox cho rang diéu ndy c6
1y do la Phat Gido no1 chung khong phai 1a mot
ton gido c6 “thé chimg nhén tin d6”, co it nhiing
“nghi 1& cOong dong”, va c6 nhimg giao 1y “it chia
” hon nhittng giao ly cua Thién Chua Gido. Co
le diéu nay sé lam yén long nhing nguo1 lo ngai
rang cac cong dong Phat Giao sac toc s€ gitr sy
phan 1ap va do d6 khong thé c6 tam 16i cuon rong
16n hon.
Nhiéu tin d6 Phat Gido nguodi Uc c6 y khinh
thuong ton gido sac toc ning phan hinh thirc ma
nhe phan thuc hanh noi tim. Ho thay cac tu si
lam 1é khai truong nhiing tiém kim hoan, ban
phudc cho nhitng két sat, va rai nhitng loai bot
dac biét ¢ nhiing 16i vao dé duoc may man 1a
nhitng bang ching ranh ranh cho thay nhiing
phap thuc hanh thoai hoa di duoc dua vao dat
Uc. Diéu nhan xét nay co6 thé diing, nhung ho con
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suy luan rang vi cac nhom sac toc dd khong san
xuat dugc mot vai 1anh tu ndo c6 kha ning phat
bicu trude cong dong rong 16n hon nén khong co
gl de cong hlen va qua thot gian s€ suy tan. Tuy
nhién khi van dé ngon ngit dugce giam thiéu thi sy
phan cach hién tai tu nhién ciing giam bot nhiéu.

Phra Khantipalo cho thay rang luc dau Wat
Buddgarangsee thien vé nghi 1é ma khong hanh
thién 1a vi chua nay toa lac & Stanmore Road la
noi 6n a0 nao nhiét. Vi vay 6ng van c6 ¥ tim mot
noi & vung nong thén dé xay mot tu vién hon 1 &
Nimbin, va do d6 tranh dugc nan ma tuy. R6t
cuoc vao nam 1978 mot dé tor cua Ong la Ilse
Ledermann hién 32,000 d6 la dé mua mot khu dat
89 hecta dugc bao boc xung quanh bor Cong
Vién Quoc Gia ¢ Wisemans Ferry, phia Bic
Sydney. Ilse Ledermann sinh nam 1923, chay
tron Pic Qudc X nim mudi bon tudi, song O
Thuong Hai, & Té6 Cach Lan, va trong nhiéu nim
& Hoa Ky, bat dau ~nghién ctru Phat Giao 0 An Do
nim 1963 khi chong cia ba lam viéc ¢ d6 cho
Lién Hiép Qudc. Ba chuyén téi Uc nim 1964 va
sau d6 tré thanh mot trong nhitng dé tir dau tién
cua Phra Khantipalo. Tu khi tho gig1 Ty kheo ni
vO1 phap danh Ayya Khema nam 1979, ba la Su
treong cua mot N1 vién ¢ Tich Lan, va da tham
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vieng Uc Chau moi nam, song mot cudc doi luu
dong giong nhu Phra Khantipalo.

N1 Su: Ayya Khema

Tu vién ¢ Wisemans Ferry co tén la Wat Buddha
Dhamma, va vao nam 1988 la no1 triu ngu cua
mot cong dong cu si co lap nhung day ning luc
gom khoang mudi lam ngudi, ciing véi hai hay ba
tu si nam nit. Tu vién t6 chirc nhirng khoa thién
déu din va thuong tiép dai nhitng vi Thay co
cung quan diém rong rdi 1a dung bat ctr phap mon
loi ich nao ctia bat ctt gido phai nao. Mot thién
duong mad1 va dep dugce khai truong vao thang 9
nam 1988, voi kiéu kién tric khong mo phong
kiéu ciia mot xr Phat Gido ndo. Phra Khantipalo
dang tim cach loai b6 mot s6 2101 luat tu si khong
thich hop v&1 hoan canh hién tai. Nhu vay ¢
nhtrng no1 nhu Wat Buddha Dhamma, Phat Giao
dang dugc ing dung mot cach hgp ly cho hoan
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canh méi, giong nhu tat ca nhiing trudng hop
trude day, khi Phat Gido dugc dua vao mot nén
van hoa moi.
Nhitng chuyén di khong mét moi cua Phra
Khantipalo dua td1 su tar sinh cua Ho1 Phat Giao
Queensland nam 1975, ciing nhu di khuyén khich
nhitng hoi doan non tré & Perth, Adelaide va
Canberra. Vao cubi nam 1974, Ilse Ledermann da
lién lac voi tat ca nhitng ngudi Tich Lan ndo ma
ba tim thay tén trong nién giam dién thoai
Brisbane, va vao thang 6 nam 1975 Phra
Khantipalo to chirc mot cudc hop 0 nha cua T ién
ST Gunasekara. Nhom nay tiép tuc hop khong
chinh thtrc trong may nim, ma khong thiét lap
mot ho1 doan nao. Trong tho1 gian do, Klaas de
Jong, mOt nguo1 than can cua Natasha Jackson, tur
Tich Lan t&1 Brisbane, va vao thang 12 nam 1976
thanh 1ap Trung Tam Lién Lac Phat Giao
Theravada tai nha cta 6ng & Wacol. Vao ngay Lé
Phat Pan 1978, Trung Tam dugc dat tén lai la
Dhmamadinna House dé ky niém su ton sung
Gi1ao Phap mot cach anh hung va vo vi ky cua Ni
Su Dhammadinna. Nhu vay 16i dién dich lich st
cua Natasha Jackson da dugc duy tri bo1 Klaas de
Jong. Giong nhu Natasha Jackson, ong 1a mot tin
d6 Theravada duy 1y vitng chac, nhung nha cua
ong ciing duoc dung 1am chd hoi hop dau tién cho
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nguo1 Phat Gido Viét Nam ¢ Brisbane. Vé sau
mdt nhém Thién duge khai sinh tai do, va rot
cuoc, vao thang giéng 1980, HO1 Phat Giado
Queensland duoc tai to chitc & d6, sau gan hai
muo1 nam ngung hoat dong.
Tu thang 10 nam 1978, nhém nguol cua Phra
Khantipalo tap hop da tu go1 minh 1a Ho1 Phat
Phap, toc Buddha Dhamma Association cua
Queensland, va ho cho réng néu dat tén 13 Hoi
Phat Giao v6i1 chir “Buddhist” 1a mo rong ctra cho
nhitng nguo1 Pai thira tham du. Nam 1982, cac
hoi vién khoang 25 ngudi cia Hoi stra soan 1€ ky
ni€ém su kién ma ho cor lIa moét tram nam Phat
Giao ¢ Uc Chau. Ciing trong nim d6 ong S.
Mendis, thudoc mot gia dinh nguoi Tich Lan van
con gitt dugc truyén thong Phat Gido ctia minh,
thanh 1ap Tu Vién Phat Gidao ¢ Brisbane, va vi
vay, trong nim ma Hoi Phat Phap du dinh lam 1&
ky niém mot tram nam Phat Gido Tich Lan ¢
Queesland, HO1 da vui long “tranh kho1 loair Phat
Gi4o c6 tinh cach truyén thong va ton siung dé
theo dudi nhitng muc ti€u ban dau coa Hoi”.
Giong nhu Thay cua Ong, Natasha Jackson, 1a
nguol da day mot khoa ¢ Dhammadinna House
nam 1983, Klaas de Jong lam chu but cho tap chi
“Metta” mot thoi gian ngan. Ong lam cho to tap
chi c6 mot strc song mdi, va éng ciing giir mot vai
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trd quan trong trong viéc thanh 1ap Hoi Pong
Phat Gidao Brisbane. Nhung Iuc do bén trong Ho1
dang dién ra mot cudc tranh chap co tam mirc 16n
hon ca cudc tuong tranh cua HO1 Phat Gido New
South Wales. V61 “su xam nhap cua bon pha hoai
va gdy roi” bén trai, bén phai, va ¢ giira, Hoi co
vé lai gip kho khin. Thang giéng 1986, xuat hién
mot su khoi dau méi khi dia diém cua Hiép Hoi
Phat Gido Uc Chau dugc chuyén trd lai Sydney
va tap chi “Metta” duogc doi tén 1a “Phat Gio
ngay nay’’.

O Adelaide nhiing cudc viéng thim cua Phra
Khantipalo 1am viing manh mot hdi doan dugc
thanh 13p bo1 hair nguol, David Brown va lan
Guthrie, vao thang 12 ndm 1973. Nam sau d6 mot
tu s nguoi Uc 13 Ty kheo Dhannadharo, nguyén
2 mot phong vién truyén hinh & Adelaide, tur
Thai Lan tré vé 1am thém nhiéu viéc lgi ich. Vi
su giup do cua Hi¢p HO1 Nha O Nam Uc sau d6
ho1 tim dugc tru s¢ ¢ Findon, no1 trong méy nam
hoi tiép ddi cac nhom sac toc va mot Tang si gia
hut tau thuéc nguoi Thai Lan tén la Phra
Booyarith, 1a nguoi di duoc nhiéu hippy &
Nimbin ton sung. Tuy nhién tu khi c6 Wat
Rattanapradeepa va nhiing chua khac, Ho1 Phat
Giao Nam Uc trong may nim nay co vé ciing bi
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mat nhitng tin do ctia minh. Hoi khong con chd
hop hay mot chuwong trinh hoat dong déu dan nao.
Hoi Phat Gidao Thu P6 Uc Chau ning dong hon
nhiéu, du co6 su chia & nghiém trong. HO1 duogc
thanh 1ap vao cudi thap nién 1980 boi cac tin do
Theravada sic toc ¢ dia phuong cung voi ban
giam ddc va sinh vién ANU. Nam 1988 vi bao trg
chinh thirc cua Ho1 1a Phra Khantipalo, va Ho1 ¢co
230 hoi vién. O Hobart, trong nam 1981, nd luc
phuc hoi Hoi Phat Gido Tasmania bi that bai vi
nhitng thanh kién gido phai. Ni Su Ayya Khema
d3a tham viéng Tasmania may lan, va vao niam
1983 mot Phong Thong Tin Phat Gido dugc thanh
lap. Mot s6 nhitng nhém nho Phat Gido Tay Tang
da duoc thiét lap ¢ day, va trong nam 1985, hai
nguol ban cua Klaas de Jong 1a Barry va Lynne
Telley m¢d tar nha cua ho mot chi nhanh cua
Dhammadinna House, lay tén la Woodward
House dé ky niém F. L. Wooward, va hoat d0ng
nhu mot trung tdm nghién ctru va lién lac. O Lanh
Tho Mién Bac Uc cing dang c6 mot hor hoat
dong manh véi so6 hdi vién hon 600 ngudi, trong
d6 c6 120 nguoi Uc. Hoi ndy c6 mot ngdi chua &
cach Darwin har muoi phat la1 xe, va mot ban
diéu hanh thuc sy da van hoa hiém co trong Phat
Gi4ao Uc Chau, voi ba ngudi Tich Lan, hai nguoi
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Uc, mét nguo1 Viet Nam, mot nguol Thai Lan, va
mot ngudi Mién Pién.

T6 chirc ning dong nhat trong nhiing to chirc
khong phai la Phat Giao Tay Tang hay Phat Gido
sac toc 1a Hoi Phat Giao Tay Uc. Hoi nay duoc
G1ao su Jayasuriya thudc Pai Hoc Tay Uc thanh
lap vao ngay Phat Ban nam 1974, va da ton tai
mot cach kho khin trong may nim, vdi nhiing
chuyén viéng tham cta Phra Khantipalo, va xuat
ban mot ban tin cé tén 1a “Trong Phap” (Drum of
the Dharma). Nam 1979 HO1 mua modt ngd1 nha
nho & North Perth, va roi vao nam 1981, mot phai
doan gom bay hoi vién di Thai Lan dé moi cac
Tang si nguoi Tay Phuong tu hoc & d6 vé tru tri &
Uc. Ho gip hai tu si nguoi Uc ¢6 vé thich hop, d6
1a Ajahn Jagaro va Pai Puc Puriso, ca hai déu tir
Melbourne. Ajahn Jagaro sinh nam 1948 ¢ nuo6c
Y va toi Uc Chau khi dugc bay tudi, Sau khi hoc
xong nganh hoda hoc tng dung, 6ng du lich ¢
Pong Nam A roi trd thanh Ty kheo nim 1972
dudt sy huong dan cua Hoa Thuong Ajahn
Chah, vi Thay noi tiéng vé phap Thién dinh trong
rung & Pong Bac Thai Lan. Khi phai doan dén,
Ajahn Jagaro 1a Su truong cua “Tu Vién Quoc
Té” & Ubon, noi tra ngu cua nhiéu dé to nguol
Tay Phuong cua Ajah Chah. Pugc Ajahn Chah

cho phép ong va Pai Puc Puriso trd vé tdi Perth
322



ngay 22 thang 2 nam 1982. C6 cung cam tudng
v6i nhiéu Tang si dd dén Uc Chau tir trude, ong
nhé lai:*“Téi dd roi khoi mét xa héi cé day truyén
thong Phat Gido, noi hinh dnh mot tu ST ca sa
dwoc xem la mot on phuoc va mot niem vui - dé
to1 mot the giGi noi dai da so thay t6i c6 vé tirc
cwoi, néu khéng han la quai dan ... khong bao lau
toi tham thia cdu néi: “Giong nhw con cd ra khoi
nuée”, va thuce ra téi cam thdy minh giong con cd
bi treo trén cdy hon!”.

Nam 1983, mot khu dat 39 hecta dugec mua 6
Serpentine va Tu Vién Bodhinyana dugc thiét
lap. Cac Tang si dén d6 song dudi nhitng goc cay
may thang, theo ding truyén thong tu tip trong
ring, va ho ciing lam phan 16n viéc xay dung.
Nam 1988 tu vién phan phat vd1 mud1r mot tu si,
gom chin nguoi Tdy Phuong va hai ngudi Thai
Lan, va Ajah Jagaro ban ron vo1 chuong trinh
giang day ¢ cac truong, cac dai hoc, va cac nha tu
& Perth. Nam 1987 Hoi Phat Giao Tay Uc ban
trung tam North Perth cua minh va mua mdt nha
tho Anh Gi1do ¢ NolLamara. H01 c6 khoang ba
tram hoi vién, mot ntra 13 ngudi Uc, va may tram
cam tinh vién. HO1 Phat Giao nay va chi nhanh
Bodhinyana 1am cho nhiéu hoi doan Theravada
khac & Uc Chau c6 vé thiéu 6c tudng tuwong. That
vay, Elizabeth Bell ¢ Melbourne cting hy vong
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ho1 cua minh s€ lam theo ho1 ¢ Perth va mo1 cac
Tang si thugc dong Ajah Chah.

Hai nhém Theravada khac hoat dong ¢ Uc Chau
thuoc dong cac dao su Mién DPién. Hoi Buddha
Sasana luc dau vao nim 1981 1a mot nhoém nguoi
khong chinh thic d3 tham dy nhiing khoa thién
Vipassana ¢ Mién Dién va An Do trong thap nién
1970. Vao thang 5 nam 1982 ho mo1 Joseph
Golstein, mdt giang vién nguoi My thudc dong
ciia Pai Puc Mahasi Sayadaw t6i Uc Chau dé to
chirc mot ky nhap that muoi ngay & Wat Buddha
Dhamma. Trong nhitng nam sau do, Ho1 Buddha
Sasana v6i try s& ¢ Thirroul tai bo bién mién
Nam New South Wales, di thiét 1ap nhitng nhoém
khac & Sydney, Blackheath, Canberra, va Byron
Bay. Hoi d3 to chirc nhitng ky nhap that 28 ngay
cho s6 hanh gia lén t&i ndm muoi ngudi, voi su
glam sat cua Pai Buc Sayadaw U Pandita, va nhu
vay khuyén khich mot s6 nguol Uc di Rangoon,
Mién Dién dé tho gidi. May trim nguoi Uc & An
D§ trong thap nién 1970 cling tham dy nhiing
khoa minh sat quan Vipassana vo1 S. N. Goenka,
mot doanh gia ngudi An DO dd thuc hanh phap
ndy trong mudi bon nim & Rangoon véi U Ba
Khin. Goenka t6 chitc ky dau tién trong nhiéu ky
nhap that nhu vay O Uc trong nam 1980, va HO1

Phat Giao Vipassana cua oOong vO1 tru s¢ O
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Blackheath, phia Tay Sydney, tir lic d6 da thiét
lap nhitng trung tAm hay nhiing noi lién lac khap
Uc Chau, va ¢6 18 luén ludn c6 mot khoa muoi
ngay dugc to chirc & mot noi nao do trong nudc,
vao bat ¢ [ac nao. Mic du muc tiéu ma Goenka
nham t6i 1a “mé rong sy hiéu biét vé gido 1y cia
bure Phat", va du 6ng chi dung nhirng tir ngir Phat
Giao Pali, da s6 cac d¢ tir nguoi Uc ciia ong
khong mudn duoc go1 1a “Phat tu". Vipassana, du
duoc day trudc hét béi Pire Phat, chi duoc nhirng
nguo1 tham du nhitng khoda nay xem 1a mot phap
thuc hanh, va it quan tam t6i triét 1y Phat Gido.
Vi vay nhiung khoa thién Vipassana nay khong
nham tdi viéc thiét lap mot glao phai, ma lat co
tinh cidch hoan toan thé tuc, sin sang thu hut
nhting nguo1 Thién Chia Giao cing nhu nhirng
nguo1 chu y to1 Phat Gido.
Nhiéu nguoi nghi rang dé viéc thuc hanh thién
quan Phat Gido c6 két qua thuc sy, hanh gia phai
biét vé triét Iy Phat Gido, vi vay ho nghi ngd phap
tu “Vipassana” ma Goenka day cling nhu mon
“Thién Cong Gido”. Ngay ca trudc thé chién thu
I ciing d3 c6 nhiing gido s Thién Chtia Gido biéu
10 su thong cam cua minh vo1 Phat Giao, va tu
thap nién 1960 mét s6 da di xa hon, phoi hop cac
phap thién Phat Gido vao doi song Thién Chua
Gi1ao cua minh. Lam theo cac tac gia Cong Giao
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ndi tiéng vé doi thoai Phat Gido-Thién Chia Gido
nhu Thomas Merton, Don Aelred Graham,
Enomiya — Lassalle, va William Johnston, mot s6
nguoi Thién Chua Gido da dung Thién noi riéng
lam phap chiém niém cho minh, vi Thién Chua
Gido thiéu mon thién quan, va vi Thién thuong
duoc coi 13 hinh thirc Phat Giao dé tiép can nhat.
Linh myc William Johsnton, mot nha than hoc
thuoc Dong Tén, vao nam 1975 ¢ Uc dién thuyét
vé viéc toa thién da mang lai cho ong “ho1 tho
trong lanh thuc su” va viéc cac nha tho da khong
dam dap Gmg diéu nay, vi vay tu nhién 13 ho phai
hudng vé phuong Pong. Mot s6 ngudi nghe theo
1061 k€u go1 nay nhu Jim Mulroney, mot gido si
Dong Columba & Melbourne dd nghién ctru Thién
¢ Nhat Ban va mot dong nir tu c6 tén 1a “Nhiing
Nguoi Em Gair Cua Jesus” (Little Sisters of
Jesus), ciing & Melbourne, rat thich 10i thuyét
giang ctia Thuong Toa Nhat Hanh va d3 tham duy
nhitng ky nhap that do Thuong Toa t6 chirc. Phat
Giao da chi co it anh hudng trong cac truong
dong, nhung trong khu vuc nhirng nha tinh tam
thi tir 14u Phat Gido di dugc nhiéu nguoi chu y
tdi. Co nhitng nguoi tuyén bo minh quan tam tdi
tat ca nhirng g1 “6 bén trén thé gidi vat chat", du
la An Gido, Thién Chta Gido, hay Phat Gido,
giong nhu Nghi ST Michael Tate, du tu coi minh
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la tin d6 Céng Gido, ciing bao trg cudc viéng
tham cua mot tu si Phat Gido nguotr Tich Lan vao
nam 1983.

Nam 1973, nhitng nguot thudc giao phar Quaker
& Melbourne t6 chitc mét cudc hoi thao vé Thién
md dau voi mot cdu ndi cia st gia ngudi Anh
Arnola Toynbee, tién tri rang “mot ngan nim nira
khi ngudi sir gia viét vé thé ky hai muoi nay,
nguoi d6 s& khong chu ¥ nhiéu dén nhiing cudc
tranh luan trong gia dinh vé chinh sach tu do kinh
doanh dan chi va ché dd cong san ma s& quan
tAm tam tGi diéu gi da xay ra khi lan dau tién
trong kinh sach Thién Chua Gido va Phat Giao
hoa nhap sdu xa vao nhau”. Tuy nhién, nhiéu tin
d6 Phat Gido nguoi Uc nghi ngd két qua cua
nhitng cudc “ddi thoai” gitra cac tén gido tdi murc
ho cho réng muc dich thuc su cta nhiéu nguol
Thién Chua Giiao trong viéc nghi€én ciu Phat
Gi4o 1a pha hoai ton gido nay, hoic ho nghi rang
vi Thién Chta Gido di phan 16n ty dong cira do6i
vO1 nhitng kha nang siéu nghiém nén ton gido nay
khong c6 gi dé chia sé ca.

C6 nhiing nguoi cling nghi rang vi gitta hai ton
giao khong c6 su tuong quan nao vé “than hoc”
(thi du thuyét “tanh Khong" ctiia Phat Gido khong
c¢6 v niém Thuong Dé hay toi nguyén thiy) nén

hai bén cting khong thé c6 mot cudc do1 thoai co
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y nghia. Ngay nay nguoi Phat Gido Uc cam thay
an toan trong ton gido cua minh hon la trudc kia,
trong thap nién 1960, va do dé bst chong Thién
Chtia Gido hon trudc rat nhiéu, nhung ho van
nghi ngd rang néu ngudi Thién Chua Gido hay
nguoi Quaker chiém dung k¥ thuat hanh thién cua
Phat Gido thi sy banh trudng trong twong lai cua
Phat Gido s€ bi thi¢t hai nang, va ton gido nay s¢€
bi thu hut vao nhiing ton gido khac, giong nhu
trude kia Phat Gido da tan hoa vao An Gido & An
Do, va vao Tan Khong Gido & Trung Hoa. Vi vay
nguodi Phat Gido cam thay minh phai canh tranh
tron ven trong “thi truong tam linh”, theo nhiing
diéu kién cta chinh minh. Nhu vay khong thé néi
la nguo1 Phat Giao khong chiu nghién ctru va co
mot sy cam nhan nao d6 vé Thién Chiia Gido. It
nhat thi cling c6 mot so tu si Phat Gido doc Thanh
Kinh, va su kién nay da dugc chirng minh mot
cach kha hai hudc vao thang 3 nam 1987, khi *
mot cudn Thanh Kinh, mot con dao nhé, m'éiy cuc
pin, vd mot may cao rau bang dién” trong va li
cia mot tu si nguoi Thai Lan duge mdy chiéu tia
X ctia Thué Vu phat hién & Phi Truong Sydney
va do do gay ra mot vu di tan vi nguy co bom 16n
nhat trong lich st cua phi trudng nay.
Trén binh dién thiét thyc thi d3 c6 nhitng nguoi
Thién Chta Gido gitp d& cac nhém Phat Gido sac
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toc trong viéc dinh cu cua ho ¢ Uc Chau. Mét thi
du la & Melbourne, Phong Nhap Cu Cong Gido
d3a dong gop rat nhiéu cho viéc mua ngdi chua
dau tién cua nguol Phat Giao Viét Nam. Nam
1977 har linh muc thud¢c dong Carnel ¢
Melbourne giup tién mua thyc pham va vat dung
cho mot Tang si tré tudi ngudi Kampuchia trong
sau thang dé tu si nay khong phai bo doi séng ton
gido cia minh. O Sydney vao cudi thip nién
1970, Tessa Lim, mot nguo1 Phat Giao va Linh
Muc O’ Reilly thudc giao xtr St. Patrick ¢ Bondi
hop tac thiét 1ap Hoi Tu Bi (Metta Foundation),
giup d& rat nhiéu cho viéc tai dinh cu cua nhig
nguol nhap cu Phat Gido ¢ vung ngoai O phia
dong thanh pho. Thém vao nhiing su kién ndy, co
1& tang 1& dau tién phoi hop Thién Chua Gido va
Phat Gido & Uc Chau duoc cir hanh vao thang 11
nam 1986 ¢ nghia trang Cowra.

Mot cudc khao sat & Hoa Ky vao nam 1985 cho
thay ngudi Thién Chia Gido néi chung dé cé
thién cam vo&i Phat Gido hon nhiéu so véi ngudi
Tin Lanh, va & Uc Chau ciing viy. Vao nim
1980, ngay ca nhing nguolr Anh Giao ©
Melbourne von ‘thuong tram tinh cling trd nén on
a0 vi mot quyét dinh cho phép cac tin d6 Phat
Gi1ao nguo1l Viet Nam dung moét nha thd ¢ Surrey
Hills 1am noi ct hanh 1& Phat Pan. Két qua la
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nam muoil chin gido xtr tham du cong khai vao
mot vu dugc gor 1a “Cudc Tranh Luan Phat
Giao". Trong vu nay c¢6 nhing 101 1€ nhu “nhing
nguo1 khong may man song trong bong t6i ngoai
dao” va nhiing 161 kéu goi phai lam 1€ “trir t3” cho
nha thd d6. Bé phan d6i viéc gitip d& ngudi Viét
Nam cua vi trudng giam muc, mot giao X con
rat khoi Ban Truyén Gido Uc Chau va hiy bo
dang ky mua tap chi “See” cua gido khu.

Nguoi ta thuong nhan xét 1a cd nhiing diém
twong dong giira gido 1y Thién Chua Giao va Phat
Giao Tay Tang, it nhat 13 & bén ngoai, va vi vy
cudc d6i thoai tién xa nhat co thé s& dién ra giira
hai gido phai ndy. O Uc Chau trong nam 1988 ¢
khoang hai muo1 lam nhom Phat Gido Tay Tang,
trong do sau nhom thugc vé mang ludi quoc té
gdm ba muoi mot trung tam & muo1 hai quoc gia
do Lat Ma Yeshe t6 chirc véi tén goi “Co Quan
Bao Ton Truyén Thong Pai thira". Trung tAm dau
tien duoc thiét lap ¢ mot nudc Tay Phuong la
Vién Chenrezig, vao nim 1974, mot cong dong
vung ngoai thanh rong khoang 64 hecta ¢ gan
Nambour, phia Bac Brisbane. O nhiing trung tim
thanh phdé cia Co Quan, chuong trinh hoc 1a
nhtng giao ly do vi Geshe nguo1 Tay Tang tru tri
truyen day. Geshe la bang cap tuong duong vdi

tién si than hoc, nhung doi héi téi mudi nim tu
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hoc rat cam go. Cac vi geshe trong coi cac nghi
1&, ban 1& truyén phap, hudng dan cac dé tu, va
giang day nhtrng kinh sach Phat Gido Tay Tang
quan trong nhu “Lam Rim”, noi vé nhitng phap tu
tap theo thr tu tir dau cho toi khi dat giac ngd, va
“Bodhisattvacayavatara”, tirc “Huéng Dan Vé Bo
Tat Hanh” cua Pao Su Tich Thién (Santideva).
Nhiing trung tam khac cua Co Quan dugc thanh
lap ¢ Brisbane, Adelaide va Bendigo nam 1981,
va & Sydney nam 1984, nhung trung tam 16n nhat
va ning dong nhat 1a Tara House & Melbourne,
do Uldis Balodis thiét 14p nim 1976. Vao cudi
thap nién 1970, trung tdm nay gip mot s6 kho
khan, va vi da s6 hoi vién trude kia thudc phong
trao chong van héa nén d3 c6 kha nhiéu cang
thang vé van dé 1am sao dé giir cho trung tam ton
ta1 vé mat tar chanh. Ho lam modt s6 viéc kinh
doanh nhu tan trang nha 6, ban hoa, qu?m 40, d6
dign tor va ca xe hoi ct, nhung vi nhtitng ban tin
cua trung tam luc nao cling kéu goi nguoi ta giup
tién bac nén nhiéu nguodi cam thay khoé chiu.
Owen Cole, vé sau trd thanh mot hoi vién quan
trong, da viét co6 phan cham biém rang cam tudng
dau tién ctia 6ng vé Tara House 13 trung tAm nay
giong nhu “mot cong ty da quoc gia dang banh
trudng voi nhitng cai voi tai chanh vuon ra khap
thé 2101 dé tim mot vu lam an chidm dat moi vu
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lam an. Toi thay day khong phai 1a chuyén ma
Milarepa chiu danh thoi gid dé 1am”. Nhiéu
nguodi cam thay xa cach, tuy nhién tdi nam 1980
nguoi ta nhan thay Melbourne c6 nhiéu tin d6
Phat Giao Tay Tang trén dan s6 nhiéu hon bat ct
thanh phd nao khac & nudc TAy Phuong. Nam
1981, Peter Guiliano dugc cur lam giam ddc trung
tam vo1 khoang ba muor hd1 vién nd1 tru va
nhting dich vu nhu White Crow Cleaning va Soft
Byte Computer Service luon luén phat dat. Sau
nhting thot gian ¢ Kew va St Kilda, nam 1987
Tara House mua mot truong Thién Chia Gido rat
rong vo1 ngo1 nha ba muol ba phong ngu ¢ East
Brighton vo1 gia 1.2 trigu do la. Bay gio phan 16n
chuong trinh giang day dugc cung cap voi diéu
kién nguoi hoc sé& dong gbép mot mon tién nao do
cho trung tam, va qua “Da HO1 Khieu Vi Trai
Tim Nho Mau” cua Adele Hulse, trung tam gay
quy dugc khoang 50,000 d6 la cho nhtrng cong
trinh tr thién nhu lam trai cho ngudlr b1 bénh
phong ¢ Delhi, An Do, Co Quan Gia Pinh Mo
Rong ctia Thién Chua Gido, va céac to chuc y té
ctia Tho dan Uc.

Lat Ma Thubten Yeshe trong nhiéu nim da bj
bénh tim, Ngai vién tich vao ngay 3 thang 3 nam
1984 ¢ mot bénh vién da khoa ¢ Los Angeles,

Hoa Ky, tru thé bon muoi chin tudi. Ngai 1a cong
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dan Uc c6 anh hudng 16n nhat dbi v6i Phat Gido
thé gidi. Lat Ma Zopa néi vé 6ng nhu sau: “Ong
choi bo ban than dé phung su nguoi khac ... 6ng
¢6 tam nhin rong 16n, c6 luc quan sat va co nhitng
ké hoach 16n 1am loi ich cho nhiéu ngudi, va 6ng
da thuc hién nhitng ké hoach nay”. Vao ngay 15
thang 5 nim 1986 nguoi ta duoc biét tin Duc
Dalai Lat Ma da thira nhan mot em bé nguol Tay
Ban Nha, Osel Hita Torres 1a “hoa than" moi cua
Lat Ma Yeshe. Pay khong phai 1a truong hop dau
tien mot Lat Ma hoa than nguolr Tay Phuong,
nhung do su noi tiéng cua Lat Ma Yeshe, su kién
nay thu hat dugc nhiéu su quan tam cua thé gidi,
gom ca mot bai bao trong tap chi “Time”, Tuy
nhién viéc Lat Ma Yeshe la mot “nguoi Uc goc
Tay Tang”’ van con la mot bi mat duoc giir kin.

Geshe Thubten Loden

Nhirng trung tdm ciua Lat Ma Yeshe ¢ Uc Chau
cling sinh ra nhtrng nhom khac, vi hai vi Lat Ma
tru tri dau tién & Tu Vién Chenrezig 1a Geshe
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Thubten Loden va Zasep Tulku Rinpoche thu
nhan d¢ tr cua rieng minh roi sau do tach ra riéng
biét. Geshe Loden sinh nim 1924 & mién Pong
Tay Tang, di tu vao nim 1én sau tudi, va gia nhap
tu vién Sera nam 1939. La mot hoc gia co kha
ning va co bang Geshe Lharam, 6ng dugc Puc
Dalai Lat Ma chon dimg dau chuong trinh giang
day & Chenrezig khi Lat Ma Yeshe lién lac voi
ong nam 1976. Cac d¢ tu cua ong ¢ Chenrezig
thiét 1ap nhiing trung tdm & Sydney nim sau do,
roi & Melbourne va Brisbane nim 1979. Geshe
Loden tré thanh cong dan Uc nim 1981. Ngay
nay nhing trung tam cua ong co khoang 320 ho1
vién, trong s6 d6 200 nguoi 6 Melbourne. Khac
v6i Hoi Bao Ton Truyén Thong Pai thira, nhiing
trung tdm Loden thu hut nhtrng thinh gia co trinh
do cao. Toby Gillies, mot trong ba Tang si nguol
Uc dugc Geshe Loden lam 1¢ tho gidi, noi rang
ong khong biét mot hoi vién nao da dung thudc
giy 40 giac, va ong nghi rang tinh nghiém nghi
cua Geshe Loden da lam cho cac hippy tranh xa.
That vay, Geshes Loden thuong khuyen cac d¢ tu
clia minh nén tim nhitng viéc lam tot, va “khong
di An Do, khong lam hippy!” Chd & sang trong
cua ong ¢ Goerge Street, East Melbourne, no1 1én
mot hién twong mdi trong Phat Gido Uc Chau.
Nguoi Phat Gido dugc khuyén khich hoa vao doi
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séng x4 hoi Uc dé biéu 10 su déng nhét ctia minh
vO1 mo1 nguot thay vi sy phan cach. Gi61 hippy
ky cuu c¢6 khuynh hudng coi nhitng trung tam cua
Geshe Loden la da br “yuppy hoa” tic la co
nhitng tham vong cua nguoi do thi, nhung ho
cling cong nhan rang nhd cac thi chu giau c6 ma
nhtrng trung tdm nay la modt trong var nhom co
diéu kién t6 chic modt chuong trinh giang day
mién phi. Nam 1988, mot ké hoach duoc 1ap cho
viéc xay dung mot tu vién tr1 g1a hon mot tri¢u do
1a Iam cho hon muo1 tu si.
Hién tai Zasep Tulku Rinpoche séng ¢ Canada,
nhung ong thuong di thim cac dé tir nguoi Uc
cua minh ¢ Trung Tam Phat Gido Wollongong va
[llsusion Farm & Tasmania. Illusion Farm la mot
trung tam tu tap dugc thanh lap nam 1976 boi
Sandy Mc Cutchesn, nguyén la nha soan kich va
phat ngon vién dai phat thanh ¢ Sydney, phoi hop
Phat Gido Tay Tang voi san khau chuyén deé.
Nhitng nhom Phat Gido Tay Tang ¢ New South
Wales bao gdom cac cong dong vung qué nhu
Marpa House, Tu Vién Karma Tashi Cho Ling,
va Vajradhara Gompa tai duyén hai mién Tay &
Sydney, Trung Tam Dzongsar Manju Gosha
thudc phai Rime dugc mo nim 1984, va gan day
hon cac d¢ tr cua Geshe Nyawang Dhargyey,
giang vién & Thu Vién Tac Pham Va Tai Liéu
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Tay Tang ¢ Dharamasala, mién Bac An D9, thiét
lap Trung Tam Shakyamuni.

Toby Gillies

Nam 1979 vi Karmapa truong dong Kagyu cua
Phat Gido Tay Tang cir Chentse Rinpoche tdi Uc
Chau, két qua 1 hai trung tAm & Melbourne va
Sydney dugc thanh lap, va nam sau do6 Traleg
Kyabjon Rinpoche, truéc kia da td1 Melbourne
mot cach doc lap, cling tham du nhom do. Ong
sinh ndm 1955 trong mdt gia dinh quy toc & mién
Pong Tay Tang, Itc con nho da duge coi 1a hoa
than cua Siddha Shogam, mdét vi Lat Ma séng
trong thé ky mudi hai, va dugce dua Ién lam Vién
truong cua tu vién Trangu. Sau d6 & An D9, khi
tu hoc xong, 6ng hoan tuc, cué1t mot nguoi vo Uc
vol y dinh “trinh bay Phat Gidao cho nguor Tay
Phuong & tam mat cta ho”. Hién tai Vién Phat
Giao Kagyu E-Van & Melbourne 1a mot trong
nhitng trung tdm tién tién & Uc Chau. Vién nay to
chirc nhitng khoa “tam ly hoc Dong-Tay” va
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nhitng d¢ tai xa hoi va sinh thai rong lén hon, va
thuong thu hut cac gido vién, cac nha tam 1y hoc,
va nhirng ngud1 ¢ trong nganh san soc suc khoe,
khac voi trung tdim Loden hay Tara House von
thuong hap dan gidi thuong mai va cac cuu
hippy. Tu thang gi€ng nam 1984, Vién Kagya
cling t0 chirc Truong Mua Hé Phat Gido hang
nam, thu hut nhitng nguoi noi tiéng nhu Phra
Khantipalo, Ajahn Jagaro, va Sogyal Rinpoche
(vi “Lat Ma cuo1” noi tiéng & London), cling nhu
cac hoc gia va nghé si dia phuong. Pay 1a huéng
di1 hién ta1 cua Vien Kagyu, nhung Vién khong xa
101 truyén théng cua minh, thi du trong viéc bao
trg nhirng hd1 vién nhu Chris Biddle (mot nha tri
liéu bang cach giao cho bénh nhan mot cong viéc
thich hop) tham du mét ky nhap that ba nim cam
go ¢ Canada.
Melbourne con ¢6 Phong Thong Tin Tay Tang do
David Templeman thanh 1ap nam 1980.
Templeman la mot hd1 vién hoat dong cua Ho1
Phat Gido Victoria trong dau thap nién 1970.
Phong thong tin ndy to chtrc nhitng khoa hoc vé
mo1 phuong dién van hoa va chinh tr1 Tay Tang
cho nhitng nguo1 Phat Gido ¢ Melbourne, cac du
khach, cac nha giao duc va cac nha chinh tr1. Viéc
lam 16n nhat ctia Phong Thong Tin 1a vao thang 5
nim 1986, trong cudc viéng thim cua Duc
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Punchen Lat Ma, nhan vat ton giao va chinh tr]
cao thtr nhi & Tay Tang, cac ¢ van Trung Qudc
cua O0ng dugc phuc rugu dé ho ban rén trong khi
ong bi mat goi dién thoai cho Puc Dalai Lat Ma
luc d6 dang ¢ Bonn, thu d6 cua Tay Duc. Do 1a
lan dau tién hai vi d3 noi chuyén dugc vo1 nhau
ké tir 1959. Ptrc Pat Lai Lat Ma d3 viéng tham
Uc Chau hai tuan trong thang 8 nim 1982. Noi
Ngai trd ngu nhiéu ngay nhat 1a Melbourne, ¢ day
Ngai thuyét phap trong ba ngay vé “Tanh Khong
Va Pai Tu Bi; Tam Ly Hoc Vé Su V6 Ngi” cho
800 nguo. O Canberra, Michael Tate t6 chirc mot
cuoc tiép don & Nghi Vién, nhung trong chuyén
viéng thim nay nhitng viéc co tinh chat chinh tr]
it dugc thao luan. Chuyen viéng thim chinh yéu
1a danh cho céc tin do "Phat Giao Uc Chau, va thai
dd hoan toan khiém ton cua Ptc Pat Lai Lat Ma
lam cho moi ngudi thudc moi gido phai déu kinh
trong Ngai.
Phat Gido Uc Chau trong thap nién 1980 cé su
phan tan vo61 nhing giao phai, nhung nhing
nguoi nhu Pic Pat Lai Lat Ma cho thay tinh than
cua cac phai 1a moét, du bén ngoai c6 nhirng khac
biét vé lich sir va gido thuyét khong thé hoa giai
dugc. Co nhitng ngudi hy vong Phat Gido ¢ Uc
Chau s& tién t6i “Nhat Thira”, véi dao dirc va su
thang than ctua Theravada, sy nong am va ning
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dong cua Phat Gido Tay Tang, su tu nhién va tinh
hai hudc ciia Thién Tong. Mot phong trao tuyén
bo dd dat duoc su hoa dong nay 1a Nhirng Nguoi
Ban Cua Dong Phat Giao Tay Phuong do mot
nguol Anh, Pai DPic Sangharakshita, sang lap
nam 1967, va co ve s€ co tuong lai trol sang du
s6 hoi vién van con it. Tuy nhién nhiing nguoi
ché bai phong trao nay xem Dai Duc
Sangharakshita chinh yéu 1a mot tin d6 Kim
Cuong Thtra, thu nhan mot s6 phuong dién cua
cac gido phai khac, va ho cho rang vi ong khong
phai 12 mot vi Thay vé hanh Thién nén ong khong
c6 tham quyén dé lam mot cudc thay do6i 1on nhu
vay. Natasha Jackson xem phong trao nay cling la
mot thir pha tron giong nhu Thong Thién Hoc, va
Sangharaksita la “da1 giao trudng” cua mot “gido
phai” ntra dugce dat thém vao vo1 nhirng giao phai
da co tir trude. Co thé thoi gian s& ching minh 13
ba sai 1am, va ban cta ba la Pai Dtirc Dhammika
du thudc Theravada ciing tin rang trong tuong lai
Phat Giao Tay Phuong s€ di theo hudng
Sangharakshita.
Khi dugc ho1 ong thudc gido phai nao, David
Maurice thuong néi rang minh 1a Phat tor khong
thuoc mot phai nao tor khi con nho. Maurice la
mot trong nhirg tin d6 Phat Gido ngudi Uc dau
tién va vé nhiéu mat, mot trong nhiing nguodi giy
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an tuong manh nhat. Ong qua doi vao thang 9
nam 1981, sau khi di cho nhiing nguoi dong dao
biét minh c6 y kién gi vé chiéu huéng ma ho nén
di theo, va ong di noi 1én nhitng ¥ kién d6 mot
cach chic chan. Nam 1980, ong xuat ban mot
cubn sach c6 tén 1a “Nhitng Gi Duc Phat ba Thuc
Su Day” (What the Buddha Really Taught), dugc
Elizabeth Bell binh luan trong tap chi “Metta” la
“mdt cudn sach co tinh cach stra sai quan trong".
That vay, David Maurice thang thimg choi bo tat
ca nhitng gi khong dugc xem 1a Phat Gido Thuan
Tay, va ding dau danh sach nay 1a “Lat Ma
G1a0” ma ong cho la “chi c6 khoang 5% Phat
Giao". Co 1& mot phan nguyén nhan cia y kién
nay 1a vé chinh tri, vi 6ng tng hd viéc Trung
Quoc xam chiém nudc Tay Tang phong kién,
nhung xét rong hon thi nguyén nhan la ong rat
ghet nhimg y tuong nhu “Guru” va “Phat song,
va 6ng xem bat ctr ngudi nao ung ho nhing dicu
nay la “dé tin va loan tri”. C6 thé c6 nhitng nguoi
Uc theo Thién Tong va Theravada dong y véi
ong, du ho thuong co tinh cach ngoai giao hon
mot chut.
Phai cong nhan 1a gitra cac giao phai Phat Giao
thuc su co nhirng hang rao ngan cach nao do. Mot
thi du la Phra Khantipalo trong khi khong dat cau
héi thac mac vé hiéu ning cua Mat gido thuan
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tay, di noi rang “Co mét dieu ding chi y la
nhitng xa hoi ma o trong do Mat giao duoc thinh
viong da bi ket trong mot mang lwoi mé tin voi
nhitng huyén thudt, nhitng biéu twong, va nhitng
diem bdo, dwa t6i s huy diét cua ho, nhw truong
hop nhu’ng vieong quoc trung co ¢ An Bé, va Tay
Tang”. Nhimg nguoi Theravada thuong nghi rang
néu muon co mot cuoc d6i thoai co két qua vol
Phat Gido Tay Tang, can phai c6 mot sy dong v
rang Phat Gido Tay Tang da tién hoa qua may thé
ky nhu hé qua cia su thoa hiép lién tuc voi An
G1ao. Ho c6 nhirng nghi thirc, nhitng khi cu lam
1& va nhitng phap khi trang tri cau ky cua Mat
glao la mot cai gi khac vor nhung giao ly thuc
tién ctia Puc Phat. Ho cho rang chi co nhing
nguoi 1ang man hét thudc chita thi méi bi quyén
rii béi mot 1€ nghi xa la nhu vay. Dung 13 Phat
Giao Tay Tang thuong khé hiéu hon Thién Tong
va Theravada, vi tong phail nay khong chi 1a mot
cau trac triét hoc phuc tap, nhu van thuong dugc
trinh bay, ma con 1a ca mot nén van minh. Pé co6
thé thuc sy cam thay dé chju khi tim hiéu Phat
Gido Tay Tang, ngudi ta can phai hap thu mot
khoi lugng thong tin 16n. That vy nhiéu nguoi
chu y to1 phap thyc hanh Phat Gido Tay Tang déu
ndi rang néu muon cé stc hap dan rong 1o6n hon,

phap mon nay phai duogc cai bién nhiéu va phai
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dugc tudc bo nhitng gi da bam thém vao qua
nhiéu thé ky. C6 nhiing tu sT 0 cac trung tam cua
Lat Ma Yeshe con cho rang Mait gido 1a mot diéu
phién phirc, va ho nghi rang tuong lai ciia Phat
Giao Tay Tang tuy thudc tron ven vao phap
“dzog-chen”, tirc “dai hoan thién”, mot phuong
dién cua Phat Giao Tay Tang rat giong Thién
Tong mdt cach truc tiép.
C6 nhimg ngudi theo Phat Gido Thién Tong va
Tay Tang cam thay Theravada c6 tinh chat cing
nhac va khic khe vé giéi hanh, khong c6 mot
chut tinh chat tho ca ndo, va thiéu phan “tri kién”
dich thuc. Co 1& nguoi ta da co 1y phan nao khi
ndi rang Theravada 1a danh cho mot s6 16n nhiing
ngudi xem thé gian nay 1a “mot nha tu dang
ghet”, theo 101 tac gia cua mot bai trong tap chi
“Metta”. Nhitng cam tudng nay thuong co
nguyen nhan la tat ca nhitng ban dich tr Kinh
Dién Pali déu go bo va khong gay cam hung, cho
dén khi c6 nhitng ban dich ctia Maurice Walshe
gan day. Ajahn Jagaro cong nhéan rang cac tin do
Theravada trong qua khi di néi “quéa nhiéu vé
thuc hanh, ma lai khong du vé su chimg ngd”, va
1y do nay 6ng cam thay minh dugc thu hat manh
vé phia Thién Tong, noi c6 truong hop ngugc lai.
Vé phan Phra Khantipalo thi méi day 6ng da di
xa toi muc noi rang néu co thoi gian dé 1am lai thi
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c6 1& 6ng s& chon Thién hon 1a Theravada. Vi vay
trong lai cua Phat Gido ¢ Uc Chéu c6 the tiy
thudc vao muic d6 hai gido phai nay giao tiép VOl
nhau. Nhiéu nguoi Theravada, trong khi cho rang
truyen thong ctia minh 1a nguyén thuy va van la
tot nhat, ciing thay trong su don so va hoa hop
my¥ thuat ctia Thién 1a mot tinh than thich hop véi
tinh than cua ho. Day 1a mot cam tinh thuc sy ma
nhiéu Phat ta Uc d3 néu 1én tir Marie Byles, Les
Oates, Len Henderson cho t&1 Robert Gray va Chi
Kwang.
Néu su tong hop ctia hai tong phai nay dién ra thi
Theravada c6 thé dugc xem 1a “phai nha”, duogc
tai khang dinh va duoc 1am giau thém bang cach
vay muon Thién Tong - vo1 ly do don gian la
khong c6 mot vi Thién Su ndo tru tri & Uc Chau,
ma Thién Tong trén thé gidi thi dang o trong tinh
trang co phan suy nhugc. No1 chung thi nguoi ta
dong y voi nhau rang Thién trong hinh thuc
nguyén thuy chi con dugc bao téon ¢ nhiing tu
vién héo lanh & Pai han. O Nhat Ban thi gan nhu
moi noi déu chim trong mot thir tin nguong nam
tinh, va 6 Hoa Ky mo1 day mot s6 vi Thay quan
trong da b1 mang t1eng l1a nghién ruou va lg1 dung
tinh duc cac nir dé tu.
Co I€ khong ¢6 hon hai tram nguoi Uc thuc tap
theo Thién Tong, va mot nguyén nhan cua su
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kién nay 1a nhiing trung tim Thién chinh yéu
Nhat Ban, Pai Han, va California 1a nhitng no1
dén dat tién doi voi cac du khach it tai chanh so
v6i Thai Lan hay An Po. Vi vay rat it nguoi Uc
nghién ctru Thién c6 co hoi hanh thién dai han
trong khung canh kiéu mau. Nhiéu nguoi hau nhu
chi dua vao sach, va do chiu anh huong cua
khuynh huéng chong hinh thirc ctia cac Thién su
duoc ké trong sach, ho co y xem thuong truyen
thong va tr1et ly Phat Giao. Tuy nhién, vé mat
lich sir, su cap tién cla Th1en Téng bao ham nén
van hoa ma & trong do triét 1y va phap thuc hanh
Phat Gido dugc tiép nhan, va do d6 co thé noi
rang khuynh huéng tranh diung danh tr “Phat
Giao" cua cac hanh gia Thién cling nhu cac hanh
gia Thién minh sat Vipassana s& khong co tuong
lai vitng chac. Thém nita, c6 1& nhu Ni Su Chi
Kwang da noi, hinh thic dam bac cua Thién
Tong chi c¢6 stc hap dan giéi han doi vol da SO
nguoi Uc, nhitng nguoi thich mot 16i tiép can
rong rai hon.

Giong nhu John Olsen va Ian Fairweather trudc
kia, nhiéu hoa si va nghé si d6 gom cua Uc trong
hai thap nién qua da rat cha y t6i Thién, véi tinh
cam danh cho thién nhién cua tong phai nay.
Trong so cac hoa si chinh yéu thi Fred Williams,

Sidney Nolan, Tony Tuckson, va Lawrence Daws
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d3 it nhat ciing gian tiép chiu anh huéng qua
tranh phong canh cua Trung Hoa va Nhat Ban
von do Thién giy cam himg. Nhiéu hoa si kém
nodi tiéng hon da theo dudi my thuat Thién bang
cach hanh Thién. M6t thi du 1a Andre Sollier, mot
nguoi Phap dén Uc nam 1970 sau ba nim nghién
ctru Thién ¢ Nhat Ban va hién dang trong coi
thién duong “Satsuma Dojo”, cung dao, va thién
dinh. Royston Harpur d3 danh nhiéu thoi gian
nghién ciru hoi hoa thién & Nhat Ban, ciing nhu
Barry Gazzard, mot hanh gia Chan Ngon Tong va
c6 18 1a ngudi Tay Phuong dau tién hoan thanh ky
nhép that mot traim ngay trén Nti Koya (Cao D3),
phia Nam thanh pho Kyoto. James Meldrum, day
my thuat & RMIT tai Melbourne da nghién ctru
Thién nhiéu nidm va ty xem minh 1a mét nguol
thuoc thé hé Beat con lai. Mot hoa si khac 1a
Charle Saxon néi vé Thién trong tranh ctia minh:
“khoang yén tinh gitta hai ¥ nghi, cai truc cua
banh xe bien dich, d6 1a cai ma t6i muon trinh
bay". Tinh than ‘nay cing tham nhap nhiéu trong
ngh¢ thuat do gom Uc, ma tir cu6i thap nién 1950
da do truyén thong Leach-Hamada ngu tr1. Mot
s6 nghé si @6 gom Uc nhu Les Blakebrough,
Milton Moon va Peter Rushforth da vao lam ¢
cac 10 gom Nhat Ban, va d3 say mé triet Iy Thién
von d3 tham sau vao 6c¢ tham my ctia ngudi Nhat.
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Giéng nhu nhiéu hoa si va thi si Uc, ho théy
Thién co 1& 1a triét Iy my thuat it cha trong con
nguol nhat, da chuyén mot quan kién dam bac vé
tanh Khong bat dong thanh mot su tan thuong
thién nhién.

Tat nhién nguoi ta phai can trong khong danh gia
qua cao muc anh hudng cua Thién ddi véi vin
hoéa Uc Chau. Nhung Thién thyc sy di cé anh
hudng sau trong mot so thi si, hoa si va nghé si
d6 gom rat quan trong, néu khong coi 13 lan rong.
Vé Thién thuc hanh cling vay, chua co nhiéu tin
dd nhu Phat Gido Tay Tang va Theravada, du
sich vé Thién ban chay hon sach cua cac phai
khac. Thi du tir nim 1968 nha xuat ban Penguin
Books & Uc di ban duoc 17,000 cudn “The Way
Of Zen” va 15,000 cudn “Zen Flest, Zen Bones”
so v&i 13,000 cubén “Buddhism” cua Hubert
Humphreys.

R. H. Blyth
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Cung nhu truong hop Phat Gido Tay Tang va
Theravada, mot nhan vat xudt hién rd rét trong
viéc dua mot dong Thién chan truyén dén Uc
Chau. Robert Aitken lan dau tién budc vao Thién
Tong la qua cuon “Thién Trong Vin Hoc Anh
Qudc Va Co Thu Pong Phuong” (Zen in English
Literature and Oriental Classic) cua R. H. Blyth
ma Ong doc trong trai tu binh & Nhat trong thé
chién thr II. Ong néi rang co 1& dd doc cudn nay
muoi 1an: “Liic dé thé gian dwong nhw trong sudt,
va t6i cam thay sung swong mét cach ky la, di
dang ¢ trong hoan canh khon khé ciia cdc ti binh
ching t61”. Khi tré vé Hoa Ky, ong bat dau hanh
thién voi Nyogen Senzaki, 1a ngudi ma hai muoi
nam trude d6 da 1a vi Thay dau tién cua Ni Su
Dhammadinna. Nam 1950 ong lay bang tién si
van chuong Nhat Ban ¢ Pai Hoc Hawaii, va sau
do trong cor mot tiem sach chuyén ban cac sach
Pong Phuong va ciling lam vé quan tri & Trung
Tam Dong-Tay cua DPai Hoc nay. Trong khoang
thoi gian d6 ong di Nhat may lan dé nghién ctru
Thién Tong.
Qua thoi gian ong theo hoc vé&i cac Thién su,
trong s6 d6 chinh yéu la cac vi thudc Sanbo
Kyodan, hay “Gido Poan Tam Béo”, mdt t6 chirc
cua cac cu si dung giao ly cua ca hai phai Soto va
Rinzai (Tao Pong va Lam Té) trong nd luc phuc
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hoi Thién Téng Nhat Ban. Tinh trang kho cing
clia cac tu vién 1am cho vi Thay chinh yéu cua
Aitken 1a Yasutani-roshi nghi rang “t6t nhat la
hiy dé cho Gido Phap duoc duy tri trong nhing
nguol thé tuc”. Co nhiing tu si nam nit cho rang
16i nay lam lodng Phat Gido, nhung Robert
Aitken cam thay Tay Phuong 13 noi khong c6 su
ho tro déy du cho cac tu vién, vi vay khong co
cach nao khac hon 1a to chirc nhirng phong trao
cu si rong rai. Ong con ¢o dong loai “Phat Giao
dan than” va ndi rang “choi bo chinh tri trong
sinh hoat ton gido ciing chinh 1a mot 101 phat biéu
chinh tri”, va rang 1am ngo cudc thi dua v trang
nguyén tur hay su tan bao cua cac chinh quyén la
gian tiép vi pham gidi cam th nhat khong sat
sinh. La nguoi tich cuc chong chién tranh Viét
Nam, vao giira thap nién 1970 ong thanh lap Hor
Hoa Binh Phat Gido, mét t6 chtrc qudc té cd6 muc
tiéu 12 dua quan diém Phat Gido vao chinh sach
Xanh duong dai.

Nam 1974, Yamada-roshi, nguoi ké tuc Yasutani-
roshi, cho phép Aitken dugc day doc lap, va du
khong ty xem minh 13 mot Thién su, dng ciing
duoc xem la vi Thﬁy quan trong bac nhat cua
Thién Tay Phuong, cung véi Philip Kapleau.
Giong nhu Thuong Toa Thich Nhat Hanh va cac

vi khac, Aitken cho rang Thién can phai duogc
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luyén voi phap chanh niém ctia Theravada, va 10i
tiép can da dién cua 6ng thu hut dugce nhitng dé tir
nhu hai thi si noi tiéng W. S. Merwin va Gary
Snider. Tat nhién strc 16i cudn cd nhan cua ong
cling déng gop nhiéu vao viéc thu phuc nguoi
khac, va ngdy nay ong la mot ong gia 70 tuoi
nhan nheo, vO1 nu cuol nguong nghiu. Khong
giong nhu nhiéu nguodi ma ong go1 1a “roshi (lao
su) tho 167, phong cach cua 6ng rat binh than, va
nguo1 ta no1 rang Ong con dua két qua nhirng tran
baseball cho cac d¢ tu trong luc doc tham. Tu
nam 1978, 6ng vé thim Uc Chau hang nim, va da
hudng dan cac nhom Thién & nhitng thanh phd
16m.

Ngoai “Hoc Vién Thién Tong" cia Max Dunn va
mot cong dong Thién nho duoc thiét 1ap & Evelyn
Central, mién Bac Queensland vao nam 1971, thi
nhom Thién dau tién duge t6 chire tai Uc Chau 1a
0 Perth, vao nam 1974. Nam sau do Leigh
Davidson, d nghién ctru Thién & Bodh Gaya, An
Do, cung v&1 Paul Maloney, da tu hoc ¢ Nhat
Ban, thiét 1ap mot cong dong Thién & vung ngoai
0 Lindfield cua Sydney. Trong may nim nhém
nay cO gang ton tai khong c6 mot vi Thay hudéng
dan, va r6i vao thang ba 1978, bon thanh vién
Leigh Davidson, Geoff Dawson, Susan Murcott,

va John Tarrant di Hawaii dé hoc v&i Robert
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Aitken. John Tarrant, mdt nha tam 1y tr1 li¢u, ¢ la1
do va dugc phép day cac d¢ tu cua rieng minh.
Hién tai ong dang song & California, nhung clng
v6i Ajahn Jagaro, Tarrant 1a ngudi Uc doc nhat
dugc cong nhan la mot vi Th::?ly thudoc mot dong
Phat Gido chan truyén. Moi nim oOng to chuc
nhitng ky nhap that & Uc véi su giup dd cia
Trung Tam Thién Sydney, cé tru sé vdo nim
1988 ¢ Annandale v6i khoang sau muoi hdi vién
hoat dong. Nhu vay day 1a nhém Thién 16n nhat
Uc Chau, vi cdc nhém & Melbourne va Brisbane
c6 it hon hai muoi 1dm ngudi modi nhom. Robert
Aitken 12 mot Thay c6 kha niang, nhung cac tin d6
Thién Tong ¢ Brisbane da theo hoc vd1 mot vi
Thay ngudi My khac, @6 1a Charlotte Joko Beck.
MObi nam ba di thim Uc Chau véi sy béo trg cua
ho.
Trong tt ca cac héi doan Phat Gido ¢ Uc, Trung
Tam Thién Sydney va cac chi nhanh van giit quan
diém chéng van hoa rd rét nhat. Robert Aitken d
gop phan tao nén tinh chat nay, nhung day cing
1a mot su phat trién ty nhién tir sy ton trong lan
nhau gitta cac dé tir Thién Tong va nhitng nguoi
thudc phai bao vé moi1 sinh “Xanh”. Chinh sach
cua phai “Xanh” nhan manh su twong lién cua
van vat, va két qua la mot loa1 sach ban chay nhat
duoc xuat ban, lién két Phat Gido va Lio Gido
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vO1 sinh thai hoc va vat Iy hoc md1. Nhirng cudn
“Tao of Physics”, “Dancing Wu L1 Masters™, va
“Deep Ecology” déu khai thac Phat Gido nhu triét
Iy ton gido c6 y thic nhiéu nhat vé thién nhién, va
pht hop véi khoa hoc hién dai nhat. O diy cé
khuynh huéng d@6 16i cho Thién Chta gido, von 1a
ton gido chi chu trong con nguo1, da gy ra nhirng
tai hoa vé sinh thai va sy vO tim cua con nguol
d6i v4i thé gidi tu nhién, v tudng loai ngudi ngy
tr1 van vat lam cho ching ta xa cach thuc tai.
Nhu Gary Snyder phat biéu, voi quan diém nay
“nhitng rac roi cia loai ngudi ching ta bat dau
phat sinh tir khi nguoi ta dat ra nhitng vi than dan
ong nguy ¢ mot noi nao d6 bén ngoai trai dat”.

Tuy nhién viée di tim mot y thire vé sinh thai nay
khong nhat thiét loai trir hoan toan nhiing truyén
thong cua Tay Phuong (thi du Meister Eckhart) vi
thay “Thién” Thién Chiia Gido dugc nhiéu tin do
Thién Toéng ai md). Mot su tong hop quan trong
Phat Gido va nhan ban Tay Phuong dang dién ra
va phat xuat tr nhan thic rang ting pham cua
Pong Phuong 1a tri hué Thién, va diéu tot cia
Tay Phuong la cach mang xa ho1. Ninian Smart la
mot trong nhing nguol thay két qua cua cudc
tong hop nay la mot *y thure he siéu viet mo1”, va
vi cudc giao tiép dang dién ra phan 16n 1a giira
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California va Dong A nén 6ng dit tén cho né 1a
“Tam Thai Binh Duong” (the Pacific Mind).

Nguoi Uc da dimg & vi tri rat tot dé tham du cudc
d6i thoai nay. Khi tiéng ndi hang dau cta cudc
d6i thoai 12 Gary Snyder dugc moi dén Uc vao
nam 1981, ong dugc tiép dai bo1 Bodhi Farm,
mot cong dong Thién ¢ phia Tay Terania Creek,
thudc mién Bac New South Wales. Puoc tiéng la
mot trong nhitng cong dong c6 tinh cach tAm linh
nhat Uc Chau, Bodhi Farm c6 khoang bén muoi
nguol va c¢o lién hé than can véi Trung Tam
Thién Sydney. Nhitng ngudi ciia Bodhi Farm tu
xem minh la dai di€én cua nhirng gia tr1 Phat Giao
va sinh thai: ho mé mot tiém thuc phém dinh
dudng, cung cép dich vu bao sanh, va td6 chtc
nhitng “tap thé gido duc” cho hoc sinh trung hoc.
Nhitng nguoi trong cong dong ciing hoat dong
trong chién dich Pacific Peacemaker phan d6i cac
tau ngam Trident, va trong viéc ciu Song
Franklin. Ngoai nhttng hoat dong nay Robert
Aitken ctung go1 y cho John Seed thanh 1ap Trung
Tam Thong Tin Rung Nhigt BDo1 va tham du
chién dich toan thé gii bao ton nhitng khu rumng.
Mobi nhém c6 lién hé véi Aitken ciling nham tdi
kiéu 1ap quyét dinh tap thé. Ong cho rang “tan
than vi Thay” 1a tin ngudng thd c4 nhan, va o6ng
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kéu goi duong 16i “vo chinh phu trong t6 chirc" 1d
rang va viing chac.

Mot thién su Nhat Ban thudc phai Soto Zen
(Thién Tao Dong) ciing cé y kién nhu vay, dé 1a
Pai Su Hagen Daido Yamakata, thuong dugc goi
1a Hogen-san, da huéng dan nhitng khoéa Thién &
Melbourne va Hobart trong ba nim qua. Ong sinh
nam 1935, va sau khi tu hoc Thién Téng, dng an
tu mot nam 0 mot am that trong nui, nghi€n ciru
yoga, va cling mac ao vang Tang si Theravada ¢
Tich Lan trong may thang. Nam 1971, 6ng lap
mot ng61 chua nho ¢ chan Nu1 Phu 81, nhung ong
thudc hang nguor noi loan, va khong ua 16i phan
chia giai cap tu si va truyén thira « gia tao” O Nhat
Ban. Vé nhiéu mit Hogen san gi0ng Ryokan tu
sT phai Soto va thi si noi tiéng thudc thé ky muoi
chin. Giong nhu Ryokan, 6ng ciing thich thién
nhién, tré con, va rugu sake. O chua cta 6ng co
thoi biéu zazen (toa thlen) va yoga, nhung khong
c6 quy luat va khong co tién bac. Trong cuon “Bo
Bén Kia” (In The Other Shore), mot tuyén tap
nhitng phap nglr cua 6ng do mot dé tir nguo1 Anh
bién soan, Hogen-san hoan hy néi rang chua cua
ong “co thé giai tan bat ctr lic nao, vi cudc doi
ciia chung ta ludn ludn thay doi véi v kién va
kinh nghi€ém cua nhirng nguo1 ban maé1 do chung
ta khong co6 y dinh hay chinh sach c6 dinh ndo
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ca”. Nhu vay 6ng thé hién duong 16i “vé chinh
pht” binh than ma Aitken kéu goi. Tinh than nay
khong chi co trong Thién Téng ma con cé trong
duong 16i thé tuc phi tip trung hoéa ciia dong
Nyingma, Phat Gido Tay Tang va trong truyén
thong tu hoc trong rimg cua Thai Lan.
Phat Giao Uc Chau trong thap nién 1980 di co
cam giac 1a minh dang dén noi: “chiéc bé nho cia
Giéo Phap”, theo 161 néi cua Natasha Jackson, da
1 “Bo Bén Kia” theo nhiing cach nao do, du
khong phai 1a da khong c6 bi nhoi boi nhitng vu
rac ro1 cac loai. Bay gio, khi ma Phat Giao da tro
nén pho théng va da dang, nhitng vu tranh chap
giao phai trong nhitng thap nién dau da nhuong
chd cho mét van dé méi, d6 1a viéc tim nhirng vi
Thay chan chinh. Cac trung tam Phat Giao
thuong chim hay noi VOl pham chat cua cac vi
Thay cta ho. Nhung van c6 mot so ké gia mao &
trong nhitng nhém hang dau dugc xem khong
hon nhitng tin nguéng quai dan. Nguo1l ta gio1
thiéu cac vi Thay dé tu dé cao minh, va c6 nhiing
truong hop vi Thay cO danh tanh dang nghi ngo.
Mot so tu si dén thim cac Trung tam da phat giay
chirng nhan “la han qua”, con nhirng tu si khac thi
dé 16 tinh wa sic duc. Mot tu si Theravada va mot
tu st TAy Tang (it noi tiéng hon) lai con 1a bo cua
nhitng dira con “bat hop phap”. Ngudi ta noi co
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nhitng Ting si deo dong ho vang, c6 nhiéu tién
riéng gui ngan hang, va khéng no1 vo1 nhing
nguoi nao ddm xem ho kém hon mot “guru”.
Nguoi Phat Gido Uc c6 18 ¢6 nhiéu 6c binh dang
hon 14 cac dong dao ngudi Au hay ngudi My cua
ho, nhung nhu Robert Aitken cho thay, diéu nay
khong c6 nghia 1a khong thé bi lira doi bdi nhitng
nhan vat tin ngudng c4 nhan: “T6i muodn noéi hiy
nhin nhitng ngudi Uc bi Thong Thién Hoc mé
hoac!”.

Y niém “phuong tién thién xao” ludn ludn 1a diéu
quan trong trong viéc lam cho Phat Gido thich
tmg voi nhitng nén van héa méi. Nhung khi céc
nhom Phat Gido tu quang cdo minh mdt cach 6n
30 roi lay tién hoc qua cao dé co tién chi phi thi
da s0 ngudi Uc von hay nghi ngo nhing tén gido
nao quang cao minh s& cam thay Phat Gido dang
bi bién d6i. Loai Phat Giao ngan phiéu lai thuong
duoc pho bién va pha lodng mot cach nguy hiém.
C6 nhitng nhoém d3 banh trudng 16n dén murc cac
dé tu lam theo 101 cua nhing vi Thay ma ho
khong biét rd, s6 nguodi qua dong da loai trur su
tiép xuc riéng giira dé ttr va vi Thay theo kiéu doc
tham. Theo cac vi geshe Tay Tang day o Uc thi
van dé nay c6 nguyén nhan mot phan 1a da sb
nguoi Uc dén véi Phat Giao chi vi mudn ¢6 “mot

thr an Gi nao do6”, va néu ho “thuc su quan tam
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to1 Phat Giao thi khi do ho s€ tho gid1 Ty kheo™.
Cac vi nay cho rang néu nguodi Uc mudn thay doi
truyén thong Phat Gido thi trudc hét ho nén tro
thanh nhitng “hanh gia chimg ngd” dé co vi the
ma lam cong viéc do.
Nhiéu nguoi Uc van con lam 1an viéc theo Phat
Gido vGi viéc theo ca mét nén vian hoa. Chung
nao con cé nhitng nguoi thuc ra chi ¢b tro thanh
nguol Tay Tang, nguol Thal Lan hay nguo1 Nhat
thi Phat Gido van co thé bi coi 1a 16i thoi trong x4
hoi Uc, 1a mét cai gi chi c6 thé gy to mo cho
nguoi ta. Vi vy can phai co su sira doi dé Phat
Gido khong phai chi 1a mot quay hang trong siéu
thi ton giao ngoai nhap. Tat nhién, tat ca nhitng
nhan vat quan trong trong lich st Phat Gido ¢ Uc
Chau da tham du tién trinh hoi nhap vin hoa nay,
nhung mdt s0 ho da tach roi triét Iy Phat Gido ra
khoi truyen thong cua ton giao nay va do do cung
lam mat phan nao tinh than ctua Phat Gido, con
nhiéu nguo1 khac thi la1 pham cung loa1 sai lam
ma cac nha truyén gido Thién Chua Gido di pham
& A Chau, ho d3 hoan toan dong hoa ton gido voi
nén vin hoa va ban sac quoc gia. Phat Gido la
mot tén gido pho quat va do do co tinh chat lién
van hoa, nhung dé Phat Gido hoi nhap vao doi
song nguoi Uc, phai co su can bang giira chu
trrong chong tin ngudng tho than twong va chu
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truong bao ton truyén thong. Nguoi ta di than
trong thua ghép Phat Giao vao tam ly hoc Tay
Phuong, va dang thao luan vé viéc sé dung ngoén
nglt nao trong tung ni€ém va nhiing phap thuc
hanh nao can phai duoc loai bd. Tuy nhién, mot
so y kién c6 tinh chat bé ngoai, thi du nhu cho
rang nén bo viéc Xuong toc vi nguol Uc thuong
coi nhirng nguoi cao nhan dau 1a thap kém!

Rat it nguoi ¢ vi thé cao nhu Phra Khantipalo,
Ajahn Jagaro, Robert Aitken, hay mot s6 Lat Ma
Tay Tang dé co thé thuc hién nhitng diéu cai cach
nay. Nhu vay khi xuat hién nhiéu hon nira cac vi
Thay thuc sy c6 kha ning dugc diao tao trong
nude thi Phat Gido Uc Chau ciing chi di tao lap
danh tanh cho minh. Nén moéng da duoc thiét 1ap
nhiéu, nhung c6 thé phai vai chuc nim nira viéc
car cach nay md1 duge thuc hién, va nhu vay
nhitng gi chiing ta ching kién bay gio 1a mot nén
Phat Giao dang chuyén bién, mét nén Phat Giao
ma1 chi duge tieu hoa mot nira. Nguoi Phat Giao
Uc ciing van chi ¢ it hay khong c6 v thic gi vé
lich sur cua chinh minh, vi vay ho kho trong thay
trude la tam tham Phat Gido Uc Chau phc tap
nay rot cudc sé co hinh dang gi. Nhung c6 diéu
chic chan 1a nhiing soi chi thira nhu Phat Gido
Thong Thién Hoc va chu nghia duy ly doc doan
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ctia Natasha Jackson d3 bi cit bo va cé 18 s@
khong tai xuat hién nira.
Lich sir Phat Gido Uc Chau di c6 nhiing su chia
r& va doi nghich, vdi tin dd Theravada chéng lai
phai Pai thira, nhitng nguoi chong Thién Chta
Giao tranh chap voi nhirng nguoi chu truong hoa
dong ton glao, phai truyen thong chong lai phai
da pha than tuong, va gan day nhat, 12,000 tin d6
Phat Gido nguoi Uc goc Anh chong lai 70,000
dong dao nguoi Uc géc A cua ho. Vao cudi thap
nién 1980, nhirng cudc tranh chap phe phai c6 1&
da diu bét, va nguoi ta c6 thé hinh dung mot loai
tong hop Theravada -Thién Tong nao do, nhung
c¢6 1& phan 16n cac nhom khac nhau s& hét muc
duy tri tinh chat riéng ciia minh trong mdt bau
khong khi da nguyén vo1 sy hop tac va ton trong
1an nhau. Céac truyén thong Phat Gido hoat dong
(chir khong chi la nhimg y tuong cua ching ta vé
ho) dang gap nhau trén dat Uc Chau lan dau tién,
giong nhu nhiing nguot ho hang xa, vi vay cugc
d6i thoai giira ho ¢ tim quan trong 16n. C6 nhiéu
di biét khong thé dung hoa dugc, nhung ciing cé
nhiéu diéu ma cac phai c6 thé déng y véi nhau
(thi du nhu s& can phai trd lai cach tuong trung
Phat Qua khong hinh tugng cua Phat Giao khoi
thay, vi hién tai moéi phai déu co tinh chat “tho
than tuong” t6i mot mirc nao do).
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Phat Gido ciing chua dén duoc véi nhiéu ngudi &
Uc Chau, do nhitng van dé lién quan to1 cac tong
phai. Cac uy ban hay hoi dong diéu hanh va mot
muc do to chirc nao d6 1a nhirng diéu can thiét,
nhung nhu Phra Khantipalo da canh cao, Phat
Gi4o co nguy co “duoc to chic dé roi khong hién
hitu nita”. Abraham Maslow néi rang c6 “mot
moi lién quan tiéu cuc gitta su to chic va chung
nghiém siu vi€t cua ton g1a0 That vay truyén
thong tranh va tho c6 nguén goc Phat Gido trong
lich str vian héa Uc Chéau khong lién quan gi nhiéu
to1 cac ho1 doan hay uy ban. Vi vay, trong mot
the gidi co day chu nghia chinh thong ton giao,
néu Phat Gido von tinh tao va rong mo muon tiép
tuc lam phong phu doi song clia may chuc ngan
nguoi Uc thi ton gido nay can phai cé tinh than tu
do manh m& hon - mdt thir chu nghia Phat Gido
nang dong va hiéu hoa.

Lich st Phat Gido Uc Chau khong phai 14 khong
¢ tinh chét chinh tri va doc doan, va c6 thé dbi
v6i nhiéu nguoi Phat Gido day 1a mot sy giac ngd
tinh tdo va bo ich. Ching nghiém Phat Gido voi
tri hué tinh truyén ciing biéu 16 trong doi song
ctia mdt s6 ngudi Uc, va ho cé thé gay nhiéu cam
hirng cho chung ta. Ho da nhin phong canh ty
nhién va phong canh vin hoa cua Uc Chau qua
lang kinh Phat Gido, va roi dd c6 nhirng 101 phé
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binh manh mé& chi nghia duy vat chat trong rong
cua chung ta, va gi61 thi¢u Phat Gido nhu hé
théng triét 1y tot nhat dé chuyén hoa su trong
rong nay thanh y thirc lin hé mot cach song dong
v6i thé giéi. Tam guong ciia ho d3 gdp phan lam
cho Phat Giao tré thanh mot phan quan trong kiéu
mau sinh thai hoc, hau Thién Chua Gido, hau
hippy cua nuéc Uc.
Trude thap nién 1970, 16i tiép can vé mit gido
thuyét va siéu hinh hoc c6 stc hap dan 16n nhat
d6i voi nguoi Phat Gido Uc, con bay gio kiéu
mau mdi (hay thé gidi quan mai) dang thiét 1ap y
nguyén dat dugc cdi ma Robert Gray goi la
“Khong Tam” (No Thought), v muén tudc bo
mo1 y niém cua tam tri. Pay la su dinh hudng
md&i ham chta yéu nghia ciia Phat Gido — céach
doc nhat dé dat sy man nguyén chinh 1a tu buong
bo ban than. Kinh Phap Ca noi rang chi khi nao
hanh gia “lam cho chiéc thuyén cudc doi cua
minh trong rong” thi né méi “ludt nhe nhang”
sang “bo bén kia”, tirc la giac ngd. Pue Phat cling
ndi rang giao 1y ctia Ngai chi 1a phuong tién dé
vuot sang “bo bén kia”. Nhu vay Giao Phap chi
1a mot ¥ tudng mot chiéc bé ¥ niém ma rot cudc
s€¢ duoc bo la1 ¢ phia sau, chir khong phai dé bam
gift vao. Vi vay Gido Phap hay Pao co thé duogc
vi voi mot cai binh trong khong, hay nhu Ajahn
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Chah da n6i trong mot luc dang thién dinh, Gido
Phap 1a “Céai khong chtra dung tat ca"./.

- Hét —
Phu Luc

Phat Giao tai Uc
Thich Nguyén Tang

I'Ic (Australia) 1a mot qudc gia nam & Nam béan
cau trong vung ranh gidi ctia Thai Binh Duong va
An Do Duong, 1a mot bd phan nam trong Khoi
Thinh Vwuong Chung thuoc Anh. Thu do:
Canberra; Dién tich 7,6 tri¢u km2; Dan s6: 20
triéu nguoi (thong ké thang 9/2004); Mat d dan
cu: 2,2/km2; Déan s6 duéi 15 tudi: 22.2%; tudi tho
trung binh: 76,6 tudi; tir xuat tré em: 7,5% ; trinh
do van hoa cép I : 99%: Thé ché chinh tri: dan
chi dai nghi; thu nhiap binh quan dau nguoi:
17.450 d6 la. Phat giao la mot trong bon tén gido
chinh ¢ Uc bao gom Gia T gido, Hoi gido va Do
Thai giao.
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Phat gi4o chinh thitc duoc truyen dén Uc vao
nam 1848 cua thé ky thr 19, khi nguoi Trung
Hoa d6 x6 di tim vang & mot ving phia bong cua
nude Uc. Trong nhom ngudi ndy ¢6 mot so 1a tin
dd cua dao Phat nén ho di dung mdt ngdi chua
nho tai1 d6 v&1 nhirng vat li€u tam thoi, nay ngoi1
chua nay tuy khong con nhung nhiing pho tugng
con sot lai giup ta khang dinh dugc nién dai Phat
gido d du nhap vao dat Uc.

Pén thang 11 nam 1882, s6 lwong Phat tor duoc
gia ting nhd c6 nhém ngudi Tich Lan dén Uc dé
lam viéc trén nhitng don dién mia duong & ving
Mackay, phia Bic tiéu bang Queensland va cac
sO cong nghi€p ngoc trar ¢ trén dao Thursday
(Queensland). Nhitng nim dau thap nién 1890,
dan s6 Phat tir Tich Lan trén dao Thursday 1én
dén 500 nguoi. Hai cAdy Bo dé duogc cong dong
nay trong lic ay dén nay van con. Mot ngdi chua
cing da duoc nguotl Tich Lan xay dung trén dao
Thursday nay.

Cuoi thé ky tht 19, & phuong Tay dot nhién noi
lén phong trao nghién ctru va hoc hoi ton gido va
van hoa A chau. O Uc ciing d3 anh hudng phong
trao d6. Vao nam 1891, ong Henry Steel Olcott,
ngudi ¢6 cong xay dung nén tang cho Phat gido
tai Hoa Ky, dd danh 5 thang dé di dién thuyét
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Phat phéap trén khap nude Uc. Nhitng bai giang va
cudon sach "Phat phap van dap" (Buddhist
Catechism) cua Ong da gay anh huong rong lon
trong gi6i tri thitc Uc. Mot nguot trong so do la
ong Alfred Deakin, nguoi vé sau ba lan dugc bau
lam Thu tudng ctua nudc Uc. Ong cd viét mot
cudn sach vé chuyén viéng thim An D6 va Tich
Lan cua 6ng, trong d6 ong danh 3 chuong viét vé
Puc Phat va gido phap cua Ngai. Trong tho1 gian
d6 to chitc ctia dng Olcott dong vai trd quan trong
trong viéc truyén ba Phat gido tai Uc, Hoi ctia 6ng
da cung cap kinh sach va gidi thiéu nhiéu Phap su
dén giang day tai Uc. Mot trong nhiing nguo1 nay
la ong F. L. Woodward, dén Uc vao nam 1919
sau 16 nam lam Hi¢u truong Truong DPai hoc
Mahinda & Galla, Tich Lan. Ong Woodward da
Iwu tra tai tiéu bang Tasmania trong 33 nim, 6ng
danh thoi gian nay dé di giang day gido 1y va dich
kinh Phat tir Pali ra Anh ngr cho Ho1 Dich Kinh
Pali ¢ Luan Don. Mot trong nhing quyén sach
cua ong la tuyén tdp "Nhing 16i Phat day" an
hanh lan dau tién vao nam 1925, 1a quyén sach
duoc nhiéu nguoi Uc biét dén. Ciing vao thoi
diém ay, Tién si Worthing di thanh 14p nhém "
Nhitng nha nghién ctru Chan Iy" ( Students of
Truths), phan 16n thanh vién cua nhom nay 1a tin
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d6 Gia TO gido. Nhom ndy c6 chi nhanh &
Melbourne, Sydney va Tasmania.

Poan Tang si truyén Phap dau tién dén Uc vao
nam 1915 1a nam vi Ty Kheo ngud1 P, nam vi
nay duoc phai dén hoang Phap tir Tich Lan (Sri
Lanka). M0t trong nam vi nay la DPai Dutc
Nyanatiloka (1878-1957), mot hoc gia, dich gia,
tac gia ciia nhiéu tac pham Phat hoc quan trong,
va Ngail cling la mot ngudl ti€n phong trong
phong trao lia bo thé tuc dé trd thanh tu si Phat
2140 ¢ xa ho1 phuong Tay.

Hoi Phat gido dau tién tai Uc 1a "Little Circle of
Dharma" (Tiéu Phap Luan) do dao hitu David
Maurice khoi xuéng cung vo1 Max Tyler va Max
Dunn vao nim 1925 tai tiéu bang Melbourne.
David Maurice sinh nam 1899 tai New South
Wales (NSW), ong biét dén véi dao Phat nam 12
tuoi nho doc duoc Kinh Trudng Bo ( Digha-
nikaya) tr ban dich tiéng Anh cua gido su Rhys
Davids. Sau 2 nam hoc nganh y & Pai hoc
Sydney Oong bo ngang va tr¢ thanh nha van.
Trong giéi vin nghé si Uc, 6ng phat hién nhiéu
nguoi thich nghién ciru Phat gido va thé 1a ho
cung nhau thanh 1ap hd1 trén. HO1 cua ong chiu
anh hudng cua truyén thong Phat gido Nam

truyén. Pén nam 1950, 6ng cho xuat ban to "The
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Light of The Dharma" (Anh sang cua Chanh
Phap), day 1a t& bao Phat gido tiéng Anh tai Uc
duoc phat hanh di khap thé giéi, va dén niam
1962, 6ng cho in tuyén tap cac bai viét cua ong,
quyén "The Lion 's Roar" (Tiéng rong cta Su ti).
C6 thé noéi Davids Maurice va cac thanh vién cla
ong la nhing ngu’0’1 cO cong 1on trong viéc phat
trien Phat gido tai Uc va ciling chinh ho di lam
cho thé giéi biét Phat gido tai x(t s nay trong
thoi gian nhdm nay con hoat dong.

Nam 1938, mot so Phat tir khac cling thanh 1ap
Nhom Nghién ctru Phat hoc (The Buddhist Study
Group) do mdt kién triic su ngudi Melbourne,
ong Len Bullen lam nhom truong. Tham vong
ciia nhom nay 1a lam cho moi ngudi hiéu rang
Dao Phat nhu la mot nganh tam ly hoc ing dung,
co thé giup cho con nguoi giai quyét dugc moi bé
tac cua thoi dai. Tiéc thay, nhom nay hoat dong
dugc mot nam thi tan ra, vi Thé chién tht hai da
bung nd vao nam 1939.

Nguoi phu nit ciing dong mot vai trd phat trién
Phat gido tai Uc. Mot trong nhiing ngudi phai
duoc ké dén 1a ba Marie Byles, mot nitr luat su
dau tién & quoc gia ndy va ba dugc nhiéu nguol
biét dén lic d6 nhu la mot nguo1 hoa giai, doi

thoai va 1a nguoi tranh dau quyén binh dang cho
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phu nit. Ba d3 viét nhiéu sach va bao vé Phat gido
trong nhtng thap nién 1940 va 1950. Quyen sach
ndi tiéng nhat cua ba 1a "Nhitng dau chan cua
Ptiic Phat Co6 Pam" (Footprints of Gautama
Buddha), xuat ban nim 1951, dén nay sach van
con tai ban. Ba da di dién thuyét Phat phap nhiéu
noi & Uc ciling nhu thuong noéi chuyén trén dai
phat thanh & Sydney. Piém dic biét, trong khuon
vién nha ba & Sydney, mot thoi timg 1a dia diém
tu hoc cho cac khoa tu ngan ngay. Ba da lap mot
thu vién Phat giao vo1 hang ngan Kinh sach cho
Phat tir Uc doc.

Nam 1952, mét nit tu Phat gido dau tién viéng
tham Uc, d6 1a Ni su Dhammadinna( 1881-1967),
nguo1 My. Sau ba muoi nam tu hoc tai Tich Lan,
ba duoc Tién si Malasekera (vi Chu tich dau tién
ctia Hoi Lién Hitu Phat gido thé g101) mo1 dén Uc
de hoang phap. Mic du da 70 tudi, Ni su da di
thuyét giang nhiéu noi trén khap nudc Uc. Mudi
mot thang hoang phap ctua Ni su tai Uc dd lam
niém tin Chanh phép cua tin do tai x{t s& ndy gia
ting khong ké xiét

Pén nam 1953, Hoi Phat Giao NSW ( Buddhist
Society of New South Wales) ra do1 do ong Leo
Berkeley, mot thuong gia nguoi Sydney lanh dao.

Ho1 dat tru so tai Sydney, nhung c6 chi nhanh &
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Melbourne, Queensland va Tasmania. Két hop
vo1 vol1 HO1 nay, ba Natasha Jackson, mot nguoi
Uc géc Nga, la d¢ tir cua N1 su Dhammadinna, da
cho xuat ban Nguyét san Metta (T Bi), 1a tiéng
n6i cua Phat gido Uc tir ndm 1955 dén nam 1971.
Sau d6 to bao nay dugc doi tén 1a "Buddhism
Today" (Pao Phat ngay nay), day la to bao co
tuoi doi lau nhat cua Phat gido Uc. Hién nay Hoi
nay hoat dong déu din, do 6ng Graeme Lyall ( 1a
mot trong nhiing dé tor tré tudi cua ni su
Dhammadinna) lam Hoi truong. Hoi di to chirc
tho1 khoa tu hoc hang tudn va c6 md mét
Webpage ( dia chi:
http://www.zip.com.au/~lyallg/ dé pho bién gido
1y Phat Da.

Nam 1953, HO1 Phat gido Queensland va Hoi
Phat gido Victoria ra doi. Pén dau thap nién
1960, Phat gido Nam truyén phat trién manh va
tap trung ¢ Sydney. trong khi 0 Melbourne, Phat
g1a0 Bic Truyén bat dau cam ré nhd cong cia
Thién su Tuyén Hoa, nguot Hoa ( nam 1962,
Ngai dén hoang Phap 6 Hoa Ky). Dac biét 1a Phat
Giao Thién cua Nhat Ban, do nd luc hoang Phap
ctia Hoi Phat Gido Thién Tao bong ( The Soto
Zen Buddhist Society) . Dong Thién nay di phat
trién manh va gy anh huéng 16n & nhiing tiéu
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bang khac tai Uc. Nam 1972, Hoi Phat Giao Hoa
Tong ¢ Uc ra do1 tai Sydney do thuong gia Eric
Liao lanh dao, nguoi dén Uc tor nam 1961.

Nam 1974, gido su Jayasuriya cing mot s6 dao
hitu thanh 14p Hoi Phat Gido Tay Uc (Buddhist
Society of Western Australia) tai thanh pho Perth,
bang Tay Uc. Ong Jayasuriya 1a ngudi Tich Lan
va la giao su Tam Ly Hoc ta1 Dai hoc Tay Uc
Thanh vién dau tién cia Hoi nay gdbm mot so
ngudi Uc, ngudi Hoa va nguoi Thai Lan theo
truyén thong Theravada. Nam 1981, Hoi da cung
thinh hai vi su nguoi Uc 1a dai dtrc Jagaro va dai
dtc Purisso, vé hoang phap tir Thai Lan. Nho su
xuat hién cua hai vi ting si ndy ma nhiéu ngudi
Uc da phat tam hudng vé dao. Su 16n manh d3
dua Hoi dén quyét dinh mua mot thira dat rimg,
rong khoang 40 hécta trong huyén Serpentine, 70
km vé phia nam thanh phd Perth, dé xay dung Tu
vién Bodhinyana (Giac Minh) vao nam 1983. Do
nhu cau tu hoc ngay cang dong cua nguot ban xur,
dén nim 1987, Hoi lai xay dung tiép mot Trung
tam Phat Gido tai thanh pho Perth, lay tén la
Trung Tam Dhammaloka (Phdp Quang), rOng
khoang 5000 mét vudng, bao géom tru sd vin
phong, thu vién, nha khach, hd1 truong, va mot
dién Phat rong 16n dé hanh 1€, tung kinh, thuyét
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phap va hanh thién. Hién tai, Hoi Phat gidoTay
Uc, duoc xem la mot trong nhirng HO1 Phat giao
tai Uc phat trién va hoat dong hoang phap déu
din. Tang doan tai Tu vién Bodhinyana hién gom
co 20 vi ty kheo. Thém vao do, vao nam 1998,
hdi ciing c6 mua mot thira dat rimg khac, rong
khoang 240 hecta, dé xuc tién thanh lap N1 vién
Dhammasara (Phap Chat) do Su cd Vayama,
nguol Uc, tru tri. Hoi do Thuong toa Ajahn
Brahmavamso, ngudi goc Anh, ldnh dao tinh
than. Hoi trudng trong nhiém ky 1998-1999 1a
mot nguol Viet, do la Tién si Binh Anson, mot
nguo1 da dinh cu tai Uc hon hai muoi nim qua.
Ong d3 tham gia sinh hoat v6i Hoi nay tir khi méi
dit chan dén Uc. Ong ciing 13 nguoi chu truong
trang web Phat Giao BuddhaSasana (tiéng Viét va
tiéng Anh), thanh lap tir nam 1996, dé pho bién
giao ly Phat DPa. DPia chi truy cip Ila:
hitp.//www.buddhanet.net/budsas va
hitp.//www.budsas.org.

Théap nién 1970 13 giai doan chuyén minh va
phét trién cua Phat gido Uc, dic biét 1a gidi tré
tim vé v6i Phat gido. Trong khoang thoi gian nay,
udc luong cé trén 300 nguodi Uc tham gia cac
khoa tu & An Do va Népal do Thuong toa
Thubten Yeshe va Thuong toa Zopa Rinpoche
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hudng dan. Va ¢ hon 200 ngudi Uc dén tu hoc
tai Thai Lan, Mién Dién va Tich Lan. Mot sb it
trong nhém nay vé sau di xuat gia, 6ng Paul
Boston dao hiéu la S. Dhammika, xuat gia theo
Phat giao Tich Lan va da tro thanh mot Tang si
nguoi Uc ndi tiéng hién nay, 6ng da viét rat nhiéu
sach va di giang nhiéu noi & Uc. Mot vi ting si
nguol Anh khac, Thugng toa Pannyavaro, hién
duoc xem la mot ngudi tién phong trong phong
trao truyén ba 1oi Phat day qua hé thong Internet.
Ngai tung dén tu hoc tai Tich Lan,Thai Lan va
Mién DPién. Pau nim 1992, ngai sang Australia
va bat dau mé mot Thién duong tai thanh phd
Sydney dé day Thién cho nguoi Uc. Bé cap nhat
hoa véi nhitng phat trién ctia nganh tin hoc hién
dai, TT. Pannayavaro da m¢ mot to bao Phat giao
dién tir (dia chi: http:/www.buddhanet.net), d¢
truyén ba 16i Phat day, mot phuong tién hoang
Phap nhanh va thu hut rat nhleu doc gia dén véi
Phat gido, theo udc tinh c6 gan 10.000 ngudi trén
khap thé gidi vao xem modi ngay.

Ciing trong thoi gian nhimg ndm cudi thap nién
1970, mot s6 16n di dan va nguo1 t1 nan dén tur
chau A va phan 16n ho déu la Phat ttr, d6 1a 1y do
ra do1 hang loat tu vién ¢ Uc. BP Somaloka, mot
Tang si dén tir Tich Lan nam 1971, éng cung voi
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Hoi Phat Gido NSW tién hanh xay dung mot ngdi
chua ¢ Blue Mountain thudc phia Ty tiéu bang
Sydney. Nam 1973, Thuong toa Phra Khantipalo,
mot Tang si ngudi Anh dén Sydney tir Thai Lan,
ong cung Phat to dia phuong xay dung chua
Buddharangssee... Nam 1978, mot Su c6 nguoi
Puc, Ayya Khema, thanh 13p chua Budhha
Dharma ¢ phia Bic Sydney. Hinh thitc ng6i chua
nay giong nhu mot Trung tdm hanh thién hay mot
trai tu dudng hon 1a ngo1 chua.

Pén nam 1979, Trung tam Thao luan Phat hoc
(Buddhist Discussion Center) ra do1 tai Upwey,
tiéu bang Melbourne, do gido su nguoi Uc John.
D. Hughes sang lap va lam Hor truong. Day la
mot to chic cia mot sé 1on tri thite Uc mudn
nghién ctru Phat phap va tu Thién theo huong ket
hgp theo ca hai truyen thong Nam va Bic truyén.
Hoi nay cling cho xuat ban mdt to bao phat hanh
hang thang cho Phat tir Uc doc. Pén nay to chic
ndy van hoat dong manh. Cubi nam 1998, Hoi
nay d3 mé mot Webpage dé pho bién chu truong
va sinh hoat cua HO1 cling nhu gido ly. Pia chi
vao xem lahttp:// www.bdcu.org.au .

Pau nam 1980, nhicjau Hoi Phat khac nhu Hoi
Phat Gido Lanh Thé Mién Bac ¢ ti€u bang

Darwin, Ho1 Phat Gido Tasmania, Ho1 Phat Giao
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Nguoi Hoa, HO1 Phat giao Tay Tang... duoc
thanh 1ap va c6 nhiéu hoat dong hoang Phap
manh mé& dé dua Chanh Phap d1 vao cudc doi.

Trong hai thap nien1980 va 1990, v61 chinh
sach da vin hoéa cta chinh phu Uc, nén nhiéu sic
toc khac nhu Viét Nam, Lao, Campuchia, Thai
Lan, Trung Hoa, Tay Tang... dén dinh cu tai Uc
va Phat gido vao thoi diém nay phat trién manh
nhat trong lich st cua Phat gido Uc. Trong do,
dang ké nhat 1a Phat gido Viét Nam, Trung
Hoa,Tay Tang, Lao, Campuchia, Thai Lan, Tich
Lan...Riéng Phat gido Tich Lan, hién nay co
khoang 150.000 ngud1 Srilanka dinh cu tai UC,
cO khoang 15 ngo1 chua va 12 Tang si trén toan
Uc chau, dang chu y 1a Thuong Toa Kott
Santhindriya, vién chu Thién Vién Daham
Niketanaya ( Melbourne), c6 cong 16n trong viéc
phét trién Phat gido Therevada ¢ Uc. Nam 1997,
Thuong toa cing da mo mot Webpage
(http:techno.net. au/daham) dé truyén ba gido ly.
Dac biet , Phat glao Uc chau di that su chuyén
minh va dan chiing Uc cang chu y va nghién ctu
hoc hoi gido 1y nha Phat nhiéu hon qua ba lan
(1982, 1992 va 1996) viéng thim nuéc Uc cua
Puc Pat Lai Lat Ma thit 14, nha 1anh dao thé
quyén va gido quyén cta dan toc Tay Tang. Theo
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chuong trinh tru li¢u , Puc Dat La1 Lat Ma sé€ ghe
tham va thuyét phap tai Uc chau vao thang 4 hoac
thang 5 nam 2002.

* PHAT GIAO VIET NAM TAI UC :

Nguot Vit t1 nan dén tai Uc vao nhitng nim
cudi thap nién 1970, tinh dén nay c6 khoang 200
ngan nguol Viet dinh cu tai xtr so nay. Co khoang
12 to tuan bao, 10 chuong trinh phat thanh t1eng
Viét, va 2 chuong trinh truyén hinh tiéng Viét dé
phuc vu cho cong déng. Vé tinh hinh Phat Giao
Viét Nam thi ¢6 bon Giéo hdi khac nhau c6 mat
tai Uc, bao gém G1ao HoO1 Phat Gido Linh Son
Thé Gidi (chi nhanh cua HT.Thich Huyén Vi,
Phap quodc); Gido Hoi Phat Gido Viét Nam Trén
Thé Gidi (chi nhanh cia HT.Thich TAm Chau,
Canada); Gi1ao HO1 Phat Gido Tang Gia Khat si
(chi nhanh cua HT. Giac Nhién, Hoa Ky); dac
biét 1a Gido Hoi Phat Gido Viét Nam Thong Nhat
Uc Pai Loi va Tan Tay Lan, thanh 13p vao nam
1981 do cong cua HT. Thich Phudc Hu¢, HT.
Thich Huyén Toén, HT. Thich Nhu Hué va TT.
Thich Bao Lac, 1a nhitng Tang si VN dau tién
dinh cu tai Uc Chau.

Gido Hoi nay da trai qua nhiéu thing tram, lic
thinh lac suy va hoat dong trong vong 15 nam
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trong muc dich thiét l1dp nén tang va phat trién
Chanh Phép tai xd s& Nam ban cau nay. Nhiing
twong Gido HoOi van hoa hop dé lam viéc, nhung
dén thang 12 nam 1995, thi do ling cting ndi bod
nén Gido Hoi dd ngung hoat dong. Pén thang 9
nam 1999, phan 1é6n chu Tén duc cia Gido hoi
nay da to chirc Pai Hoi khoang dai tai Chua Phap
Bao, tiéu bang New South Wales, dé phuc hoat
lai1 Giao HO1 sau ba nam ngung tr¢. Pai hoi da to
chirc trong ba ngay mung 10, 11 va 12 thang 9
nam 1999, quy tu da s6 Tang Ni, Phat tr VN va
hon 23 ty vién khap Uc chau va Tan Tay Lan
déng vé tham du. Pai H6i di nhat tri d6i danh
xung cua Gido Ho1 mdi la Gido Ho1 Phat Giao
Viét Nam Théng Nhat Hai Ngoai1 Tai Uc Pai Loi-
Tan Tay Lan. Theo cac gi61 quan sat thi dai hoi
d3 thanh cong vién man voi sy ting hd nong nhiét
clia moi gidi dong huwong Phat tir tai Uc va Tan
Tay Lan. Hy vong rang Gido Hoi méi ndy s& co
nhitng hoat ddng thiét thuc dé dong gop cho Dao
Phap, dan toc va hoa binh cua thé gidi. (Muon
biét thém chi tiét vé Gido Hji nay xin déc gid vao
xem trang nha tai dia chi:
www.phatgiaoucchau.com)

Nhin chung, Phat Gido Viét Nam dang tung
budc hoa nhap va phat trién tar Uc. Tinh dén nay,
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cO khoang 70 Tang Ni nguoi Vi€t va trén 30 tu
vién Viét Nam trén khap Uc Chau va Tan Tay
Lan. Theo cai nhin cua nguoi ban xtr 1a Phat Giao
Viét Nam rat khac biét va phong pha hon so véi
cac Hoi Phat Gio sic toc khac c6 mit tai Uc. D6
la su hoa hgp doc dao gitra ba tong phai khac
nhau 13 Mahayana, Theravada va Khat si, ciing
nhu Thién tong va Tinh Do tong. Mot nét dac thu
khéc ctia Phat Gido Viét Nam tai Uc, 1a mdi chua
déu c6 to chitc Gia dinh Phat t&, (hién c6 13
GDPT, va khoang 1000 huynh truéng va doan
sinh trén khap nudc Uc) va mé Truong Bo Dé
day Viét ngilr, giup cho thé hé tré Viét Nam sanh
tai Uc biét 15 va duy tri ngoén ngir va nén vin hoa
cua minh.

SO LUONG TU VIEN, TANG NI VA PHAT
TU TAI UC :

Vé Ty vién, Tinh That, Niém Phat Puong tai
Uc hién c6 trén 250 ngoi, trong d6 Phat gido Bac
truyén c6 100 chua, Phat gido Nam truyén co 59
chua, Phat gido Tay Tang c6 37 chua, Phat giao
Uc va céc tong phai khac co 34 chua.

Ve Tang N1, that kho ma biét con s6 chinh
xac vé sO lugng Tang N1 hign nay o Uc 1a bao
nhiéu, nhung theo thong ké so bo gan day ctia Bo
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Di Tra Uc cho biét hién c6 khoang 200 Tang Ni
ta1 Uc.

Vé so luong tin d6 Phat gido cling do Chinh
pht Uc thong ké cho biét c6 khoang 200.000 Phat
tir tai Uc, trong d6 phan 16n 1a nguoi Viét Nam,
M3 Lai, Cam B6t, Lao, Trung Hoa, Tich Lan,
Nhat Ban, Singapore, Mién Dién...

ANH HUONG PHAT GIAO TRONG VAN
HOC VA NGHE THUAT TAI UC :

C6 mot sd thi si va hoa si nguol Uc d3 chiu anh
hudng siu sic boi tu twong va triét 1y dao Phat.
Do 1a cac hoa si Godfrey Miller, Ian Fairweather,
John Olsen, Brett Whiteley va Margaret Preston
va cac thi1 si nhu Harold Stewart, Max Dunn,
Colin Johnson va Robert Gray, cac vi nay da co
nhitng tac pham chiu nhiéu anh hudéng Phat gido,
dic biét 1a tu twong Thién. Ciing c6 mot s6 khac
vua lam tho vura v€ tranh nhu Les Oaten, mot
nguoi ting dén tu Thién ¢ Nhat Ban, va di cung
vo1 Len Henderson thanh 12p mot Ho1 Phat Giao
0 Victoria vao nam 1953. Va hién nay co Adrian
Snodgrass, mot giang vién ¢ khoa kién trac thudc
Pai hoc Sydney, tho va tranh cua ong cung anh
huong nhiéu vé Thién va Tinh d6 ctiia Phat Gido.
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Trong nhiing nim gan day d3 c6 mhiéu tic pham
ngh¢ thuat cua ong dugc an hanh.

TUONG LAI CUA PHAT GIAO TAI UC :

Lich st Phat Gido Uc di trai qua nhiéu giai
doan, tir lic du nhap cho dén nhitng nim dﬁu thap
nién 1960, Phat giao tuy khong phat trién manh
nhung van duoc duy tri trong cac cong dong cua
ngudi A 1an ngudi Au chau. Nhung véi su gia
ting ctia lan song nguoi di dan dén Uc tr cac
quoc gia A chau vao nhitng nam 79 va 80 cua thé
ky nay, Phat giao Uc da 1at qua mot trang st mai
va phat trién rat nhanh. SO luong tin d6 Phat gido
Uc dung ¢ hang tht ba sau Ky To Gido va Hoi
Gi1ao.

Trong thuc té, su c¢6 mit cha Phat 2140 tal xa
hoi Uc 1a diéu can thiét. Cdc nha xa hoi hoc cho
rang hau hét gidi tré tir cac gia dinh theo Phat
giao déu cé nén tang vé doi song tim linh va it
pham phap. Do d6, rat can thiét dé lap mot
chuong trinh giao duc Phat giao cho cac cong
dong sac toc tai Uc Panh rang, giao dyc ton giao
1a nhiém vu cta nén gido duc pho cap cua quoc
gia. Tuy nhién sy huéng dan doi song vin hoa va
dao duc nay s€ tac dong va anh huéng manh meé
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dén gio1 tré néu cac td6 chic Phat giao dung ra
dam trach.

S6 lugng nguoi Uc ngay cang nhiéu trd vé véi
Phat gido, day 1a mot tin vui. Tuy nhi€n, ho da
gap kho khan trong viéc hoc hoi va thuc hanh
gido 1y nha Phat, do bat dong vé ngdn ngit va va
cham hang rao van hoa gitra cac sic toc. Do vay,
cac ho1 doan Phat giao tai Uc, nhat 1a ctia nguoi
Uc phai chu dong phoi hop véi cac hoi doan Phat
glao thugc cac sac toc khac de cung nhau giai
quyet nhing kho khan, bé tic trong qua trinh
truyén ba. D6 1a ndi tran trd khong phai cua riéng
ai, ma chinh cac nha lanh dao Phat gido Uc _phai
suy nghi, phai tim cach dé phat huy va truyen ba
1061 Phat day rong rai cho cac cong dong khac
nhiéu hon 1a chi khu biét trong ndi bo sic tdc cua
minh./.

Tong hop tir cac tai liéu:

- Paul Croucher, A Buddhism in Australia 1048-
1988 NSW, 1989

- Kerry Trembath, Newsletter of Buddhist
Council of NSW, 11/1996

- Enid Adam & H.Philip, The Buddhists in
Australia, Canberra, 1996
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- Exploring Religion, Exford University Press,
NSW, Australia, 1998

- SBS World Guide, the complete fact file on
every country, Vic. 1999

- Quang Duc webiste
(http.//www.quangduc.com), Vic. 12/2000
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Dai Hoi Khoang Dai Ky IV
Gido Hpi Phit Gido Viét Nam Thong Nhat Hdi
Ngoai
tai Uc Pai Loi — Tan Tay Lan
to chirc tai Chua Phap Hoa, Adelaide
thanh cong vién man

Phat Gido d3 truyén thira tir 26 thé ky qua,
duoc nhu vay 1a do Tang Gia hoa hop, va do cac
Gido Hoi duy tri dugc ban thé thanh tinh, trang
nghiém qua sy bén gan diing chi cua hang dé tir
xuat gia, dang tron cudc doi cho cong cudc hoang
duong Phat Phap, cung vd1 su ho tri Chanh Phap
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cua hang d¢ tu tai gia. Trai qua 2 phien hop dinh
ky va thuong nién ciia Hoi Pong Piéu Hanh nhan
Khoa An Cu Kiét Ha ky 11 tar Truong ha Minh
Quang, Khoa Tu Hoc Phat Phap ky 10, cling vi
tam nguyén chia s€¢ nhtrng hoat dong cua Giao
Hoi, vi dan than cho banh xe phap van chuyén va
hanh hoat cua Gido Hé1 ndi chung, chu Tang Ni
Phat tt Chua Phap Hoa da khong quan ngai, xin
phat nguyén dung ra nhan ldnh trach nhiém to
chtrc Pai Hoi Ky IV nay, cung lic to chirc 18 dat
da xay dung Bao Thap Tam Bao, do vay Dai Ho1
Khoang Dai Ky IV cua Giao HO1 da duogc tri¢u
tap ta1 Chua Phap Hoa, vung Pennington, thanh
pho Adelaide, Nam Uc, trong 3 ngay 17, 18 va 19
thang ba nam 2011.

Pai Hoi ky nay quy tu 47 Pai biéu ctua 24 Tu
vién, Tu vién, Tinh xa, Ni€ém Phat Puong, doan
thé Cu si Phat tr tt NSW, VIC, QLD, SA, WA,
ACT tai Uc Pai Loi va Auckland, Tan Tay Lan.
Tién Hoi Nghi da dién ra vao lic 7 gio 30 toi thi
nam 17/3/2011 dé chuan bi cho céac tha tuc chinh
thirc di vao nghi trinh Pai Ho1. Trudc do, cac
phién hop cua Ho1 Dﬁ)ng Gi4do Pham Trung Uong
(budi sang) va Hoi Dong Tang N1 (chleu) thuc
hién trach nhiém ma Hién Ché quy dinh dé cung
cd, bo sung, cung thinh cac thanh vién HDGPTU
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va thinh cr cac thanh vién nong cbt cia HDPH,
deé sé dugc thong qua trudéc Khoang Dai.

Pbung 10 gio sang ngay thir sau, 18/03/2011,
¢ Khai mac Pai Hoi dugc long trong cu hanh.
Vé chung minh Pai 1& ¢6 su hién dién cia HT
Thich Huyén Ton, HT Thich Nhu Hu¢, HT Thich
Bao Lac, TT Quang Ba, TT Truong Sanh, TT
Nhat Tan, TT Tinh Pao, TT Tam Phuong, TT
Thién Hién, TT Pho Huong, TT Nguyén Tang,
bbb Giac Tin, BD Vién Tri, PP Vién Tinh, DD
Nhuian Chon, PP Thong Hiéu, PP Vién Thanh,
bD Vién Tu, DD Minh Hoi, N1 Truong Phudce
Tri, N1 Truong Chon Pao, Ni Su Tam Lac, N1 Su
Nhu Tuyét, Ni Su Chan Kim, SC Vién Thong,
SC DPao Huong, SC Hanh Nguyén... Vé chu ton
dic ngoai Uc Chau vé chimg minh 1& khai mac
dat hot co HT Thich Thong Hai, TT Thich Minh
Dung, dai dién Giao Ho1 PGVNTN Hoa Ky; vé
phia quan khach Uc c6 Ngai Toan Quyén Tiéu
Bang Nam Uc Kevin Scarce, Thuong Nghi Si
Lién Bang Bang Tu Do 6ng Simon Birmingham,
ong Boan Cong Chanh Phuc Loc, Chu Tich Cong
Dong Ngudi Viét Tu Do Nam Uc, nhiéu dai dién
truyen thong va cac Poan the cung nam muoil
dong huong Phat tir xa gan vé tham duy 18.
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) »
Toan canh lé khai mac dai hoi

Theo sau 1é chao Quéc ky Uc, Viét va Phat
Gido, mot phat nhap tir bi quan tudng nhd dén
cac vi tién boéi hitu cong, nhitng vi anh hung da
hy sinh vi 1y tuéng tu do, dac biét cau nguyen
cho nan nhan thién tai bdo lut tai 2 tiéu bang
Victoria va Queensland, Uc, nan nhan dong dat o
Christchurch, Tan Tay Lan va nan nhan song
than va dong dat & Sendai, Nhat Ban; 1a 101 chao
mung Pai1 Ho1 cua Pai Btc Thich Vién Tri, Tru
Tri Chua Phap Hoa kiém Pho Ban T6 Chuc Pai
Ho1. Pai Duc da ngo 101 cam on chu ton dic
Tang Ni va Quy dong huong Phat tir dd vé tham
du Pai1 H61. DPai DPic chia x¢ y tudng vé DPai
hoi: “30 nam Phdt Gido Uc Chédu khéng ngirng
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dem Dao vao doi. 3 nhiém ky 12 nam, Phat Giao
Uc Chédu vian mot muyc theo dudi con dwong ay.
Gan nhdt, trong mdy thang vira qua, hai quoc gia
Uc Dai Loi, Tan Tdy Lan bi thién tai ndng né,
Giao Hoi chung toi trong kha nang va trong
trach, mot mat cau nguyén cho cdc nan nhdn,
mot mat van dong lac quyén cuu tro de phcfn nao
tdi tao lai nhitng hu hao do nat, va con kia trin
déng dat song than kinh hodng vira méi xdy ra
tai Nhdt Ban, gdy chét chéc tang thwong, ching
ta hdy cung gop phan cau nguyén va chia sé. Pai
Hoi Ky 4, Chua Phap Hoa Nam Uc dwoc Gido
Hoi trao trong trach dung ra t6 chirc, dé mé ra
nhiem ky ké tiep 4 nam, tzep tuc duy tri, phat
trién, hanh hoat theo dién tién ay. Thdt la hdn
hanh cho Phdt tir, Pong hwong Nam Uc, ma ciing
thdt la ndng né cho Ban Té Chirc va Bon tu
ching t6i. Tuy nhién, chiing téi hét sirc tdn tam
tin lyc, tat ca déu vi Phat Giao Uc Chdu, sao
cho Pai Héi duoc tot dep, sao cho Pai Hoi dwoc
thanh tuu. Tot dep mot cach ven toan, thanh tuu
mot cach vien man” .

Tu Thu D6 Canberra, Thu Tuong Julia Gillard
da got thu chtic mung Dai hoi, thu co6 doan viet "
DPuoc xem la mét quoc gia da van héa, Uc Pai
Loi dd va dang giau co hon nita boi nhitng dong
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gop cua nhitng ai xem xw so nay la qué huong
cua minh, trong do co Giao Hoi PG VNTN Hai
Ngoai Uc Pai Loi va Tan T ay Lan va thanh vién
truc thuoc cua quy vi. Chung ta dang chia se voi
nhau vé gid tri tinh than bao dung, niem an lac
ngi tam, nen hoa binh va sy két hop hai hoa, da
phan dnh rat nhiéu trong doi song cua chung
ta. Va do cting la nhirng no lyc ma Gido Héi quy
Vi, moi nguoi dan Uk, va dat nudc ching ta dang
co gang tzep tuc phat trién. Thay mat chinh quyen
lien bang Uc, téi xin géi loi chiic tot dep nhat dén
voi GHPGVNTN Hai Ngoai Uc Pai Loi va Tdan
Tay Lan va cau chiic Pai Hoi Khoang Pai Ky 4
cua quy vi thanh tuu vién man".

Toan Quyén Tiéu Bang Nam Uc, Ngai Kevin
Scarce dd dén tham du va c6 10i chiic ming dai
ho1 qua 101 thong dich cua TT Thich Quang Ba:
"Hom nay toi dac biét vui mung co co hoi dé mo
rong kién thirc cuia minh vé Phdt Gido tai Uc
Chau (...) Téi dwoc biét cic cdng dong Phdt gido
tai Uc da I6m manh rdt nhiéu trong nhitng nam
gan ddy. Cudc diéu tra din so Uc nam 1981 cho
biét c6 80.000 Phdt tir nhung dén nam 2006, con
s nay dwoc ghi nhdan la 420.000 Phat tu trén
toan lién bang Uc. Nhiéu ban da dén véi nuwde Uc
nhw nhitng nguoi ti nan tuw Viét Nam. Ban da
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dwoc chap nhdn vao cong dong cua ching téi
nhw nhitng nguoi yéu chuong hoa binh. (...)
Chung toi cam on cdc ban vi nhitng gi ma cdc
ban da dong gop cho xuw so nay (...). Chung ta
hay danh mot phut twong niém cho nhirng ddn bi
thién tai dong dat ¢ New Zealand va Nhdt Ban.
Hom nay la mot ngay thanh binh tai Adelaide, toi
xin chuc Pai Hoi cua quy vi thanh tuu vién man".

Tu tiéu bang Victoria, Chu Tich Cong Béng
Nguoi Viét Ty Do Lién Bang Uc Chau, ong
Nguyén Thé Phong d3 gdi thu chic mung Dai
HoO1 (qua 101 tuyén doc cua ong Poan Cong
Chanh Phu Léc, Chu Tich Cong Pong Nguoi
Viéet Tu Do Nam UC) “Thay mdt cho Céng Pong
Nguwoi Viét Tw Do Uc Chdu, ching t6i xin kinh
chuc Pai Hoi Giao Hoi Phat Giao Viét Nam
Thong Nhat Hai Ngoai Uc Chdu va Tan Tdy Lan
thanh cong 161 dep. Pai Hoi cua Giao Hoi dién
ra trong thoi d‘zém ma tinh hinh chanh tri va cac
phong trao noi day chong cdc lanh tu va chanh
quyén déc tdi tai Bdc Phi va Trung Déng dang
bung lén khdp noi, va cdc trdn thién tai khiing
khzep dang xdy ra cho nhon loai tu Queensland-
Uc Chéu cho dén Christchurch — Tan Tay Lan va
Tokyo- Nhdt Bdn. Nhitng bién co nay nhdc nhé
cho ching ta sw bat lyc va nhé bé ciia con nguoi
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triede siec tan phd cia thién nhién va hé qua tat
yéu phdi xdy ra cho cdc nha déc tai va chanh
quyén doc tai trudc sikc manh cua quan
chung...”.

Tu Montreal, Canada, HT Thich Tam Chau,
Thuong Thi Gido Hoi PGVN Trén Thé Gidi da
go1 thu chic mung Pai Hot: “ Buoc vao Dai Hoi
ky 4, tat ca ching ta déu thay, nay Ia thoi ky mat
phdp, v niém “dau tranh kién co” da ré rét.
Chiing ta khéng thé dung dau tranh dé diét diu
tranh. Ching ta chi c¢é thé téi luyén tinh than tir
bi, hy xa kién c6, dé doan két, dé xday dung, dé cdi
tien Gido Hoi. Ching ta mét long giiv tam doan
két kién co trong sw nghiép tu niém, truyén bd va
hanh thién, chdc chan sé dan chuyén ching ta va
t6 chirc ciia Gido Hi chiing ta di dén ché tot
dep. Tuw xa khong thé vé dw Pai héi duoc, chung
toi xin dai hoi hy xa, va xin cau chiic Dai Hi
thanh céng tot dep”.

Tu California, Hoa Ky, HT Thich Théng Hoan,
Chanh Thu Ky Hoi Pong Gido Pham
GHPGVNTN Hoa Ky da go1 thu chic mung: “
Thay mdt Hoi Dong Gido Pham GHPGVN Thong
Nhat Hoa Ky, kinh danh 1é van an Hoa Thuwong
cung chw Toén Gido Pham, quy dai biéu
GHPGVNTN Hai Ngoai UPL-TTL, nguyén cdu
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chw Phdt, chw Lich Pai T Swr gia ho cho Dai Hoi
Khoang Dai nhiém ky 4 vao cac ngay 17, 18 va
19 thdang 3 nam 2011, dwoc thanh cong vién man.
Tuy My Quoc va Chdu Luc Uc cdch xa ngan
dam, nhung tinh phdp lir Linh Son, Qué huong,
Thay Té va nhitng thach do noi hdi ngoai nay da
lam cho ching ta khan khit hon bao gio hét. Gido
Hoi Hoa Ky nguyén sat canh cung Gido Héi Uc-
Tén Tdy Lan dé dimg viing, dé vuot qua, va dé
quang huy cho PGVN tai Hai Ngoai. Suc manh
cua Giao Hoi la sw khoan dung, la tinh kién
nhan, la sy trong sang, va long nhiét tinh ciia cdc
thanh vién. Gido Héi Uc-Tan Tday Lan budc
trong sirc manh dy cia 3 nhiém ky qua (...). Gido
Hoi Uc-Tan Tay Lan da binh tinh truéc nhiing
thach dé don ddp trong nhitng ndm qua. Chinh
né va vi né, cdc Gido Hoi ching ta xiét chdt tay
hon va kién dinh con duwong thuong cau Phdt dao
ha hoa qucin sanh, dac biét gin giir nén PGVN tai
X nguori’ .

Tu Paris, Phap Quoc HT Thich Minh Tam,
Chu Tich Hoi Pong Piéu Hinh GHPGVNTN Au
Chau, da go1 thu chuc mung Pai Hoi: “Mac dau
khong du nhan duyen di du ky nay, chung toi
ciing xin gdi loi cau nguyén, chiic mieng Dai Hoi
thanh cong viéen man dung nhu woc nguyén
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chung cua toan thé Tang Ni va Phdt tir Viét Nam
tai Uc Chdu.Veé phd‘n chung toi, Gido Hoi Phat
Gido Viét Nam Thong Nhirt Au Chéu, lic ndo
ciing coi Giao Hoi Phat Gido Viét Nam T héng
Nhut Hai ngoai tai Uc Pai Loi va Tan T. ay Lan la
Gido Héi tién phong, vitng chdc trong chi huwéng
ciing nhw hanh déng. Béi vdy Pai Hi lan nay,
chiing t6i ky vong két quad sé ruc ré hon. Nhdt la
nhiém ky sdp téi, Gido Hoi Uc Chdu con ddm
nhdn thém vai tro "Chdanh Vin Phong Piéu Hop"
4 Gidgo Hpi Phdt Gido Viét Nam Thong Nhat &
cac Chdu luc tai Hdi ngogi. Ngwéng cau Hong
an Tam Bao chung minh, Lich Pai T 6 Sw, chur
Thanh Tu Pao luon luon ho tri cho Hoa Thuong
Hgi Chii va chw Tén Purc phdp thé khinh an, hué
dang thuong chiéu va Pai Hoi két qud tron day”.

Tu Canada, TT Thich Bon Pat, Cha Tich Hai
Pong Piéu Hanh GHPGVNTN Hai Ngoai
Canada, da goi1 thu chiuc mung Pai Ho1: * Duoc
biet GHPGVNTNHN tai Uc Pai Loi va Tan Tay
Lan sé t6 chirc Pai Hoi Khoang Pai ky IV tai
Chua Phap Hoa, Pennington, vao cac ngay 17,
18 va 19 thang 3 nam 2011, dé bdo cdo Phdt s
trong 4 nam qua, tu chinh Hién Ché va bau lai
thanh phdan ldnh dao mdéi cua Gido Hgi trong
nhiéem ky toi. Qua cdc muc tiéu noi trén, chung
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con biét day la mot dai hoi quan trong dé quy
ngai trao doi, hoc hoi va rit kinh nghiém hau
cung c6 nhdn sw cia Gido Hgi, ciing nhw diéu
chinh mét sé diém trong Hién Ché nham thich
nghi voi thoi dai va con duwong tuong lai rong mo
ctia nén Phit gido Viet Nam tai hai ngoai. Khong
nhitng  thé, Hoa Thwong Hoi  Chi
GHPGVNTNHN tai Uc Dai Loi va Tan Tay Lan
hién duong nhiem vai tro Chanh Van Phong Van
Phong Diéu Hop GHPGVNTN Lién Chdu (nhiém
ky 2011-2013), han nhién Ngai va chw tén dirc
dai biéu Dai Hji sé cé nhitng sang kién va dw an
kha thi ngé hau day manh sinh hoat chung hoa
hop, nhip nhang va hitu hieu, cua cac Giao hoi
lién chdu luc va quoc gia. Véi tam quan trong
nhw thé, ban than chung con, Ty kheo Thich Bon
Dat, sé cé gang thu xép tham dw dé yém tro tinh
than Pai Hi; nhung véi van thw nay, ching con
xin thay mat chu ton duc va cu si thanh viéen
GHPGVNIN Hai Ngoai tai Canada, thanh kinh
chia se nhitng kho khan, chwong nan cua
GHPGVNTNHN tai Uc Dai Loi va Tan Tay Lan
trong nhitng nam qua, tan than cong dirc hanh tri
va sy tan tam phung su cua quy Ngai doi voi tlen
do chung ciia Phdt Phap; dong z‘hO’z nhat tém cau
chuc Dai Hoi thanh cong vién man”.
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Tiép do 1a Pao Tu cua Hoa Thuong HO1 Chu
Thich Nhu Hué. HT da ngo 101 tr1 an va cam
niém cong dirc cia tat ca chu ton duc Tang Ni tur
nhitng ngay dau thanh 1ap Gido Hoéi. Quy Thay,
quy Su c0 da hy sinh dong gdp tai nang suc luc
cling nhu quy Phat tir, gi61 tri thirc da va dang
tinh can tu tip, nd luc gop phan cung Gido Hoi
hoang duong Phat Phap trong 3 nhiém ky qua.
Cudi cung HT Hoi Chu ¢6 101 chuc nguyen “Cau
chiic Chw Tén Pirc Tang Ni phdap thé khinh an,
ching sinh di 3, xién dwong chanh phdp, ciu do
quan sanh. Ching téi tran trong cdm on va kinh
chuc Chinh phu, Nhdn dan Uc Pai Loi mdi mdi
la mét quoc gia phii cwong, mot xd héi da van
héa khéi sac. Chung t6i xin kinh chic quy Ton
gido, Céng dong, Hoi doan, Poan thé cing twong
quan hoa di tén trong nhau. Kinh chic toan thé
Pai biéu, Béng huwong, Phat tu déu dwoc an
lanh, cung no luc phung hién cho Pao cho doi
ngay cang tot dep”.

Cudi cung 13 Gido tir cia HT Thich Huyén Tén,
Ho1 Déng Chiing Minh cua Giao Ho1, HT tan
than cong duc t6 chtrc dai hoi cua HT Thich Nhu
Hu¢, DD Thich Vién Tri va Phat tit Chua Phap
Hoa. HT cung nhan manh dén nhiém vu chinh
cua nguoi Xuét gla réng “DPai Hoi Khodang Dai
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Ky 4 hom nay, Phat Giao Vigt Nam tai Uc Chdu
tiép tuc sir mang cao ca va tiép tuc dan thdn hanh
dao, dac biét dan dat quan sanh ro biét nhan qud
nghiép bdo, bé ta quy chdnh. Phan ndi Tam
khong nhitng chi tu luyen “tam phap” ma ca

“sdc phap “phai song hanh quyét chi budc déu
trong tién trinh ‘Don sach ba nghiép, Gii cdc
gidi, Nhiép tam vé lgu hoc”.

Sau 1& khai mac, Pai H6i da tién hanh nam
phién Khoang dai dé ling nghe bao cdo sinh
hoat Phat su trong nhiém ky qua va biéu quyét
cac dé nghi tu chinh Hién Ché va No6i Quy sinh
hoat ctua Gido Héi. Pai biéu Pai hoi cling léng
nghe va soi1 noi thao luan 2 bai tham luin quan
trong cua dai ho1. HT Thich Bao Lac da trinh bay
vé dé tai “Dan thdn hanh dao va ké hoach Phdt
s nhiém ky 4 nam toi” va Luat su Phat tor Quang
Tuong Luu Tuong Quang (cuu truong nhiém
SBS Radio) da trinh bay chu dé “Van dé phdp Iy
trong hoat déng Gido Héi 7, tat ca hai bai tham
ludn déu ndi 1én mot udc nguyén phat trién tu
vién va sinh hoat cuia Phat Phap trén x(r so nay.

Tat ca dai biéu Pai hoi déu xac quyét Giao Hoi
Hai Ngoai da 16n manh vuot tro1 sau 12 nam voi
nhing thanh qua dang khich 1¢, gay duoc kinh

trong trong cong dong Viét Nam, xa hoi tai Uc
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néi chung, ciing nhu tir chinh gigi Uc. GH hién
cO 34 co s6 Tu Vién hoat dong hai hoa da dang
trén khap lién bang. Vé 1& nghi truyén thong,
hoang phap, tu hoc, vura ¢ tinh tong phong, qui
cti thién mon, vira thich ung khé co khé Iy. Ve Xa
hoi tir thién, xem nhu thé hién tinh tir bi sin ¢
cua Pao Phat, va déng loat hudng tng néu co
nhitng bién ¢o trong dai xay ra du ¢ bat ctr noi
dau. Khéa An Cu Kiét Ha, Khéa Tu Hoc Phat
Phap hing nam, van duoc duy tri va ngdy cang
khéi sic. GH di hop tac chit ché hon véi 3 Vin
Phong Gido Hoi PGVN Thong Nhat ¢ Hoa Ky,
Canada va Au Chau dé tiép tuc lam viéc va ho tro
G140 HO1 Me tai quéc nol.

Song song chuong trinh Pai Ho1 cua Gido Hoi,
Ban T6 Chuc ciing danh khoang thoi gian cir
hanh 1& tuéng niém Hoa Thuong Biao An (Binh
Dinh - Viét Nam) vién tich ngay 24/2/2011 tai T6
Pinh Pho Bao — Binh Pinh; Hoa Thuong Thich
Tri Chon, nha nghién ctru ki€ém dich gia va hoc
gid Phat Giao, vién tich ngay 14/3/2011 tai chua
Bat Nha Santa Ana — California — Hoa Ky; Giao
st Pham Cong Thién PD Nguyén Tanh sanh nam
1941, mat ngay 8/3/2011 tai Houston Texas —
Hoa Ky, 1a bd mat quen thudc cua sinh vién Khoa
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hoc Nhan Van cua Pai Hoc Van Hanh ma Ong la
Khoa Trudng ttr nam 1966-1970.

Buoi 18 tuong niém 3 vi do Giao Ho1 td chirc vao
gilra trua thor bay 19/3/2011 ta1 chanh dién chua
Phap Hoa that trang nghiém dé cau nguyén Giac
linh nh1 vi Hoa Thuong va Giao su cao dang Phat
Quodc.

Trong phien hop khoang dai cudi cung, Dai
Ho1 da tuyen thinh va coéng cir thanh phan nhan
sy dé diéu hanh cong tac Phat su trong nhiém ky
4 nam cua nhiém ky 4 (2011-2015). G1ao Ho1 co
3 Hoi Pong, Hoi Pong Chung Minh, Hoi Pong
Gido Pham Trung Uong va Hoi Pong Piéu
Hanh.

Hoéi Pong Chiung Minhld chu ton Hoa
Thuong dugc dai ho1 cung thinh dé chirng minh
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vé mat tinh than va tiéu biéu dao hanh trang
nghiém Gido Hoi. Trong nhiém ky nay Hoi Pong
cO 4 vi1 hoan hy nhan 161 cung thinh cua Pai1 Ho1
trong ton vi Ching Minh: Hoa Thuong Thich
Tam Chau (Canada) Thuong Thu Gido Hoi Phat
Gido Viét Nam Trén Thé Gidi; Hoa Thuong
Thich Thiang Hoan (USA), Chdnh Vin Phong
Hji Pong Gido Pham Trung Uong, Gido Hoi
Phdt Gido Viét Nam Thong Nhat Hoa Ky; Hoa
Thuong Thich Huyén Tén (Australia) Chdnh Thu
Ky Hoi Pong Gido Pham Trung Uong, Gido Hi
Phat Giao Viet Nam T héng Nhat Hdi Ngoai tai
UDL-TTL; Hoa Thuong Thich Minh Tam
(France), Chu Tich Hoi Dong BPiéu Hanh,
GHPGVNTN Au Chéu.

Hoi Pong Gido Pham Trung Uong c6 9 vi, 1a
chu ton duc tir 25 ting lap tré 1én, do Hoi Pong
Tang Ni cua Giao HO1 suy cu va dugc Dai Hoi
Khoang Dai cung thinh. HDGPTU co6 trach
nhi€ém: giam sat, bao v¢ tinh than thuc thi Hién
Ché; duyét xét, tan phong, ché tai hang gido
pham Ting Ni trong Gido Hoi; chuan y két qua
cac Pai hd1 cua Gido Ho1; chirng minh cac ky
Pai hoi, Dai 1€, Pai Giéi Pan; ban hanh nhiing
quyét nghi an dinh duong hudéng hoat dong cia
G1ao Hoi; thanh 13p va duy tri tu cach phap nhan
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ctiia Gido Hoi. Hoi Pong Gido Pham Trung Uong
nhiém ky 4 (nhi€ém ky 2011-2015) c6 cac vi nhu
sau: Hoa Thwong Thich Huyén Tén (Chanh Thuw
Ky), Hoa Thuong Thich Nhw Hué, Hoa Thuong
Thich Bao Lac, Thuong Toa Thich Quadng Ba,
Thuong Toa Thich Truwong Sanh, Thuong Toa
Thich Nhat Tan, Thuong Toa Thich Nguyén
Truc, Thuong Toa Thich Tam Minh, Thuong Toa
Thich Tam Phuong.

Ho6i Pong Piéu Hanh co trach nhiém thi hanh
Hién Ché va Noi Quy Gido Hoi; don doc, khuyén
khich, nang 46 Tang Ni, Phat tir hanh dao, tu tap;
thuc thi cac Quyét nghi ciia cac Pai Hoi Gido
Hoi; ban Thong diép vao cac dip dai 1¢é Phat Pan,
Vu Lan, Tét Nguyén Pan v.v... Hoi Chu, Tong
Thu Ky va Chanh Thu Quy thay mat Hoi Pong
biéu Hanh duy tri chu quyen, tai khoan, tai san
ciia Gido Hoi. Hoi Pong Piéu Hanh cua Gido
HoO1 nhiém ky 2011-2015 duge Pai HO1 thinh cur
va cong ctr, gom c6: Hoi chu: HT Thich Nhu
Hué; Phé Héi chi Diéu hanh: HT Thich Bao
Lac; Pho Hoi chu Ngoai vu: TT Thich Quang
Ba; Pho Hoi chu dac trach Tdn Tdy Lan: TT
Thich Trudng Sanh; Tong Thuw ky: TT Thich
Nhat Tan; Phé Tong Thu ky: TT Thich Nguyén
Tang, DD Thich Giac Tin; Chanh Thu quy: Ni
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Su Thich Nit Nhu Tuyét, Phé Thii quj: Su cd
Thich Nit Vién Thong; Tong Vu Trucng Tong Vu
Tang Sw: HT Thich Bao Lac; Tong Vu Phé Tong
Vu Tang Sy: 'TT Thich Tinh Minh; Vu Truong Vu
Ni Bo (truc thuoc Ti 5ng Vu Tang su): N1 truong
Thich Nt Phudce Tri; Vu Pho Ni Bo: Ni Truong
Thich Nt Chon Pao; Tong Vu Trucng Tong Vu
Hodng Phdp: TT Thich Trudng Sanh; Tong Vu
Phé Tong Vu Hodng Phdap: TT Thich Nguyén
Tang, PH Lam Nhu Tang; Tong Vu Trudng
Tong Vu Vian Héa Gido Duc: TT Thich Tinh
Pao; T (5ng Vu Pho T 5ng Vu Van Hoa Gido
Duc: DD Thich Hanh Tri, DD Thich Nhuan
Chon; Tong Vu Truéng Tong Vu Thanh nién
GPPT: TT Thich Tam Minh; Téng Vu Phé Tong
Vu TN GDPT: DD Giac Tin; DD Thich Dao
Hién; Tong Vu Trucéng Tong Vu Tir Thién Xa
hoi: TT Thich Tam Phuong; Tong Vu Phé Tong
vu Tw Thien Xa hoi: P Thich Vién Tri, N1
Trudng Thich Nit Chon Pao; Tong Vu Trudng
Tong Vu Tai chdnh: Ni Su Thich Nt Tam
Lac; Tk 5ng Vu pho T 5ng Vu Tai chanh: SC Thich
Nt Thanh Lién; NS Thich Nir Chan Kim; Tong
Vu Truong To ong Vu Cuw si: TT Thich Nguyén
Truc; Tong Vu Phé Tong Vu Cuw st : DD Thich
Thong Hiéu; DD Thich Pong Thanh; Téng Vu
Truong T 5ng Vu Nghi lé: TT Thich Thién
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Hién; Tong Vu phé Téng Vu Nghi lé: TT Thich
Nhu DPinh, DD Thich Nhuan Chon, PP Thich
Vién Tinh, BD Thich BPong Thanh.

Sau ba ngay lam viéc khong mor mét, Dai Ho1
d3 giai quyét tat ca nhiing viéc can giai quyét
trong hoa hop va twong kinh. Lé bé mac di duoc
dién ra that trang nghiém va cam dong lac 21 gio
thr bay 19-3-2011. Chu Ton Btrc Tang Ni va Cu
si trong Hoi Pong Piéu Hanh di lam 1& phat
nguyén trude Tam Bao dé ndi 1én tAm nguyén
“thuong cau Phat Pao, ha hoéa chung sanh” cua
Gido Hoi. Mot Nghi Quyét Pai Hoi 6 diem da
duogc cong bd trong gidr 1& bé mac. Nghi Quyét
nay da khang dinh 16 rang duong huéng ctia Gido
Hoi trong viéc ké thira mang mach va phat trién
Pao Phap trén xt nguoi. Sau diém cua Nghi
Quyét nhu sau: 1/ Vin dong yém tro tinh than,
vdt chat dén cdc nan nhadn thién tai tai Nhdt Ban,
Tan Tay Lan, Uc Pai Loi; 2/ Hop luc bao vé moi
trieong sinh thdi dé ciru ldy hanh tinh cia ching
ta; 3/ Kéu goi gidm thiéu nhu cau khéng can thiét
dé gép sirc duy tri thién nhién tuoi dep; 4/ Khéng
chdp nhdn ché d6 déc tai phi nhan c¢éng san dang
toan tri tai Viet Nam; 5/ T ié’p tuc hop tdc trong
cong cudc doi héi tw do tén gido, nhin quyén,
toan ven lanh thé cho dat nwée Viét Nam ciia
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GHPGVNTN va cdq Giao Hoi khac tai hai ngoai. 6/ Phat
trién cong cugc ﬁodng phap tai Uc Dai Loi dé dem lai an
lac cho nhan quan xa hoi.

Thé 1a Pai Hoi Khoang Pai ky IV ctia Gido Hoi da khép
lai, nhung cac dé an hoat dong Phat sy trong nhi¢ém ky
2011-2015 lai mo ra trude mat, trong chd nhitng dong gop
thiét thuc ctia Gido Hoi vao x{t s& ndy. Ptrc Phat ting day
than nguoi kho dugc, giao phap kho gap. Dong chay cua
doi séng van bién chuyén trién mién trong ba néo sau
duong, sy di dong nghiét ngd gitra tam dia pham phu va
tam luong thanh hién, thé gian ngay cang roi siu vao thoi
ky phap nhugce ma cuong, thi Phat phap lai cang kho khan
hon dé thanh tyu. Ty tu tu do da kho, ma viéc do tan do
tha, phai noi néu khong phat dai bo dé tam, Bo tat nguyén,
thi dé dang dung la, th6i lui trude nhing tré luc, nghich
canh. Toan thé dai biéu dai hoi déu tin twdng vao sy on
dinh va phat trién cua Gido Hoi trong thoi gian tdi dé vién
thanh sr mang hoéng phap lo1 sinh, bao Phat an dutec.

Hinh anh va cac van kién cua dai hoi da duge pho bién tai
trang nha cua Gido Hoi: www.phatgiaoucchau.com va
www.quangduc.com

Pho Tri (ghi nhanh)

399



Tu Vlen Quang Dirc
trén dat Uc

Quang Puc Tu, ngoi Chua thiéng, Phdt hién
anh linh noi xu la

Vieng Dao Tdm, tu Chanh Phdp, Dao vang giai
thodt coi tam linh

Cach phi truong qudc té Melbourne 15 phut 1ai
xe, 1y Western Ring Road va exit vao Hume
High Way, sau do6 queo trai tr duong Sydney
road, di1 vao con duong Lynch than thuong,
khach hanh huong s& nhin thady mét quan thé
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kién trac noi bat trong ving cu dan nay, do 1a Bao
Thap TG An va cO lau cta chanh dién Tu Vién
Quang DPrtrc, toa lac tai s6 105 Lynch Road, vung
Fawkner, day 1a ngoéi Tu Vién Phat Gido duy nhat
trong thanh phd Moreland, thudc ving Tay Bac cua
tiéu bang Victoria. Ng61 Tu Vién do Thuong Toa
Thich Tam Phuong khai son tir ndm 1990 trén xr s&
Nam Ban Cau nay.

TT Thich Tam Phuong sinh truong tai lang Vinh
Thai, Thanh Ph6 Nha Trang trong mot gia dinh
tham tin Phat Phap, Thay c6 hai ngudi em rudt ciing
xuat gia tu hoc d6 1a Su C6 Thich Nt TAm Van hién
tru tri Chua Thién Long, quan Phi Nhuan, Saigon
va Thuong Toa Thich Nguyén Tang, hién 1a Pho
Tru Tri Tu Vién Quang Duec.

TT Thich Tam Phuong
Khai Son Tu Vién Quang Ptrc

401



TT Tam Phuong di phat tAm xuat gia tu hoc voi
Hoa Thuong Thich Nhu Y tai T6 Pinh Linh
Son Phap Bao, Cau Dira, Nha Trang. Thay da
phat tdm nhap that tu tinh va 18 bo Van Phat
rong ra su6t mot nam tai Chua Linh Son Phap
An, Suéi Dau, Nha Trang, trude khi 1én duong
vuot bién tim ty do vao nim 1986. Nim ay
Thay roi Chua Phap Van, Gia Pinh Saigon dé
vé tham du khoa An Cu Kiét Ha cung 10 vi Ton
Puc tai Chua Lién Hoa, H6 Nai, Long Thanh
nhu Hoa Thuong DPuac Trach, TT Tri Luc, DD
Tam Thién, Su C6 Hanh Than...v.v., nhung
tinh hinh ho khau tam tra ngay cang kho khan,
nén moi ngudi moi ngd phai tim duong vuot
bién tim tu do. Nho su phat tim va lo 1ang cua
quy Phat tr than hiru nhu gia dinh Thiéu Ta
Nguyén Pinh Ling (hién dang dinh cu &
Seattle, Hoa Ky), gia dinh c6 Di¢u Bau (hién
dang dinh cu ¢ Santa Ana, California) va gia
dinh d¢ tor Di€u Yén (hien dang dinh cu ©
Sydney, Uc Chau) ma Thay Tam Phuong di
yén tam 1én dudng vuot bién. Sau nhiéu ngay
lénh dénh trén bién Poéng, chiéc tau cua Thay
da duogc cao uy ty nan Lién Hi¢p Quéc cuu vot
va dua dén Pao Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Thay
da ¢ day mot nam, sau do dugc dinh cu tai Uc
vao dau ndm 1987 do Gigo Hoi Phat Gido Viét
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Nam Thong Nhat tai Uc bao lanh, va Gido Hoi
d3a ctr Thay vé try tri Chua Quang Minh tai
vung Sunshine, Melbourne. Sau ba nam tru tri
va lam viéc cho Gido Ho1, vi bénh duyén, nén
Thay d3 xin roi Chua Quang Minh va ra lap
ngdbi Tu Vién Quang Duc tar vung
Broadmeadows vao mua An Cu nam 1990 tai
sO 30 Bamburgh St, Vung Broadmeadows,
Melbourne.

Tu Vién Quang DPtrc, dugc dat tén cua mot vi
B6 Tat Viét Nam, d6 1a Bo tat Thich Quang
Dtrc, sinh nam 1897 ta1 lang Ho1 Khanh, Quan
Van Ninh, tinh Khanh Hoa, Nguoi1 da vi su
song con va tién do6 cua Gido Hoi Phat Gido
Viét Nam Thong Nhat, ma thiéu than cung
duong dé doi hoi quyén binh dang Tén Gido
vao tho1 Phap nan nam 1963.
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Ngdy 15 -5 1996 (xem 1 bén trél} Dao Huu Thién Ly qu Huu Do! Slnh TT Try Tri Tém B2
| Phuong, Bgo Hiu Long Quén vé Bgo Hiu Nhu Ding da dén tham ngdi trudng tiéu hoc |
. Fawkner d@ ban thdo va di dén quyét dlnh fao mdi noi nay dé déi Tu V‘én Qu&ng Dic tr
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Ngo1 Tu Vien Quang DPuc cach day 20 nam,
duoc thanh 1ap theo phuong cach truyén thong
cua Phat Giao VN ¢ Hai ngoai 1a “cai gia vi
tw”. Sau 5 nam sinh hoat tai vung
Broadmeadows, Thay Tru Tri di nd luc khoi
phuc lai tin tam cho hang Phat tu dia phuong,
giup ho ting budc on dinh doi séng tdm linh
trén hanh trinh ty nan tha huong. Tuy nhi€n sau
mot thot gian sinh hoat, Tu Vién Quang Puc da
gap phai kho khan do6i véi Hoi Bong Thanh Pho
dia phuong va nhirg nguoi lang giéng ban dia,
bat budc chua phai doi dén mot dia diém méi.

TT Tam Phuong, c6 Huynh Truéng Cap Diing
Nguyén Dai1 Bot, Nha bao Long Quan, anh Vo
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Pai Sinh, anh Ngoc Thi¢én Ly, anh Quang Tinh
Thiéu Vin Binh, chi Hong Hanh Tt Hoai... 1a
nhitng ngudi dau tién dit chan dén ngdi truong
Tiéu hoc Fawkner véi dién tich rong 8000 mét
vudng dé tim hiéu, va cudi cing da di dén quyét
dinh mua véi gia $350,000 Uc kim. Chu Ting
Ni va Phat tor & day chan thanh tri on dén ong
Thu Hién Jeff Kennet va B6 Giao Duc cia tiéu
bang Victoria vao thoi diém d6, d3 hoan hy
chuyén nhuong lai ng6i trudng tiéu hoc cii ky
nay dé lam co s& sinh hoat cho Phat Gido, va
cudi cung, ngdi truong cii k§ Fawkner ngay nao
bong choc di trd thanh ngdi pham vii Quang
Puc trang nghiém nhu chung ta thay ngay hom
nay.

Qudng Pirc T, Dau chan vang, Phdt Pa ngoi
anh dao
Thuan Duyéen Lanh, Quy Chdanh Phap, Tang
Chung Sang hanh tu
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Sau nhiéu thang tai tao, sira sang, trang tri thanh
hinh mot ng61 Tu vién. Ngay 20/11/1997, Tu
vién di to chic an vi Phat va Khanh Ta that
trong thé va trang nghiém tai dia diém mdi nay.
Pén nim 1998, Tu vién di xay dung thém:
Hang rao mat tién (da1 90m), Céng Tam Quan,
Tuong dai Quan Am Lo Thién, Vuon Lam Ty
Ni, Vuon Loc Uyén...

Vi Tu vién von 1a mot truong hoc duge xay
dung trén 100 nam, tat ca moi tha déu Xuéng
cap, nén budc long phai xdy cat dién Phat dé
dap Umg nhu cau tu hoc cap bach cua Phat tur xa
gan du trong thot diém kho khan nhat vé kinh

te.
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Ngay 10 thang 12 nim 2000, Tu vién d to chirc
1& Pit Vién P4 dau tién dé tién hanh cong trinh
xay dung. Sau ba nim dai kién thiét, ngdi chanh
dién va hoi truong sinh hoat dugc xay dung
hoan thanh véi tong chi phi 1a 2 triéu Uc Kim.

Tiép d6 1a Pai 1& khanh thanh Tu Vién Quang
Purc dd duge long trong to chirc vao ba ngay 10,
11 va 12 thang 10 nam 2003, danh dau mot
chang duong muo1 ba nam ¢6 mat Tu Vién
Quang DPtrc trén xtr Uc. Trong dip 1€ dic biét
nay ciing 1a Pai hoi Bat thuong Gido hoi Phat
gido Viét Nam Thong nhat va 18 suy ton Pai ldo
Hoa thuong Thich Huyén Quang 1én ngdi vi
DBic Bé Tu Tang Thong Gido hoi Phat gido
Viét Nam Thong nhat trude mot thinh chung uy
nghi, nhiét thanh gom 134 chu Ton Puc Tang
Ni va 5.000 Phat tir xa gan cung vé tham du 1é.
Trong dip 1é khanh thanh nay, Thuong Toa Tué
Sy tir qué nha d3 gai tang Tu Vién cau d6i nhu
sau:

Qudng mac thién hoang co6 1y, nhi phé hung
canh tau kinh dao, phién diép phii nang, qudi
nap dang la thir ngan.

Dirc hanh thé khodt tham phwong, ti triéu 16
ham huy dieu canh, khong hoa thuy nguyét,

huyén ha bich lac than chau.
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C6 nghia 1a: Chon cii dam dai man mdc, boi
phé hung x6 ddy séng con, chiéc ld thuyén nan,
va do chép kinh dat khach; Pirc tu mdy budc
mii xa, to' swong sém ndng hong dong bong, hoa
troi trang nede, ngdn ha dang ddc qué cha.

Sau 6 nam tam ngung xay dung, vao mua Phat
ban nam 2008, TT Tru Tri Thich Tam Phuong
da phat nguyén xay thém Tang Xa Quang Duc
va Bao Thap Tt An, day 1a cong trinh xay dung
quan trong thur hai cua Tu Vién. Nhan vi ngoi
nha Pong phia bén phai ciia chanh dién (von la
van phong cua truong Tiéu hoc Fawkner dugc
tao dung hon 100 nim truéc) di xudng cap
tram trong, nén Tu Vién tién hanh pha bo ngdi
nha va ngay trén khu dat nay Bao Thap T An
va Tang Xa da duogc khot cong xay dung.

Bdo Thap Tir An dugce thiét ké gom 4 tang, cao
14m va rong Sm, trén noc Bao Thap co ton tri
pho tugng Phat A Di Pa cao 1m20; tang cao
nhat cia Bao Thap tho Xa Loi Phat va 3 pho
trong Tam Thanh Tay Phuong: Phat A D1 Da,
B6 Tat Quan Am & B6 Tat Thé Chi (twgng dtc
bang dong); tang 2 va 3 tho Bo Tat Pia Tang
va linh c6t cua nhitng huong linh quéa vang ky
tu ta1 Tu Vién Quang Duc. Tﬁng 1 ton tri 5 pho
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tuong Phat A Di P4, thé giéi Hoa Nghiém, Lién
Hoa dai tang.

Tang Xd c6 chiéu dai 20m, rong 11m, gom 2
tang c6 12 phong nga, mot phong khach va mot
gic ling 8x16m dung lam Thién dudng va
phong ho1 hop cua chu Ton Prc.

Kinh phi xay dung cong trinh nay theo chiét
tinh cua kién trac su Nguyen Kién Thanh va céc
ky su xay dung da 1én dén $900,000 Uc kim.
Sau mot nam xay dung, Tang X4 da hoan tat va
dugc cat biang khanh thanh nhan dip 1€ khai
mac chi€ém bai Phat Ngoc vao ngay 5-12-2009
vira qua va hom nay Bdao Thap TG An di xay
dung hoan tat nhu udc nguyén dé mung 18
khanh thanh va Pai Lé Ky Niém Chu Nién 20
nam thanh 1ap Tu Vién Quang Duc trén dat Uk,
duogc to chuc trong 3 ngay 22, 23 va 24 thang
10 ndm 2010 nham 1& via B6 Tat Quan Thé Am
19 thang 09 4m lich nim Canh Dan.

Vé kién Tric Tu Vién Quang Drc:

Pén tham Tu Vién Quang Dirc, sau khi leo 1én
25 bac cap, khach hanh huong c6 an tuong siu
sic khi dirng trude toa kién tric cua dién Phat.
Bén trén mat tién cta Chanh Pién duoc trang tri
v6i 8 btrc phu diéu dap noi rat cong phu va doc
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d4o ké vé cudc doi ctia Puc Phat Thich Ca tur
Pan Sanh, Vuot Thanh Xuat Gia, Cat toc xuét
gia, Sau Nam Kho Hanh, Hang Phuc Ma Quan,
Thanh Tyu Pao Qua, Chuyén Phap Luén va
Nhap Niét Ban. Bén dudi hai cau dbi ¢ hai cot
chinh no1 1én y nghia cua tén Tu Vién do HT
Thich Béo Lac dé tang:

Qudng nhiép ham linh chén thdt ngiv, chan thdt
¥, chan thdat hanh nghi
Dire khai phwong tién nhw thi van, nhw thi tu,
nhuw thi tu tri.

Cd6 nghia la:

Quang phuong tién, khai mon Vo ldau hoc, Van
— tw — tu chdn thit phdp nhiém mau,

Pure dé sanh, niém dau tinh ba nghiéep, Than —
khau — y vng hiép voi hanh nghi

Hai cot bén ngoai cung ciing 14 hai cau d6i viét
bang tiéng Viét do TT Thich Quang Hién ghi
ting Tu Vién Quéang Ptc nhan dip Ngai viéng
tham Uc Chéau vao mua An Cu nam 2000:

Quang do chung sanh giit trai tim son ngoi
Phdt Phap
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Dire thwong mudn loai dot than tri tué ciru quan
sanh.

Tu Vién Quang Ptc do kién tric su Nguyén
Kién Thanh thiét ké véi su ¢ van cia TT Truy
Tri Thich TAm Phuong, kién trac tong quat cta
Tu Vién dugc kién 14p theo kiéu chir "Cong" (
), mang dang dap kién tric co kinh A bong. Tu
Vién gom mot tang trét, mot tang lau, Tang Xa
va Bao Thao Tu An. Tang trét 1a ho1 truong
sinh hoat, dung chira khoang 700 nguo1, bén
trai hoi truong 1 qua Pai Hong Chung cao
1m50, ning 1000 kg, bén phai 1a trong Bat Nha,
trude giang duong cod hai cau d6i nodi lén ¥
nghia dao hi¢u cua Thay Tru Tri:

Tam Tir tod khap, roi qué hwong doc cd tin tam,

xdy nén Chdnh Phap
Phurong thdo thom xa, noi Uc qubc, trit ding
chi nguyén phung sw nhan sinh

Tang lau c6 san thuong rong khoang 10m va
hanh lang chay doc theo 2 bén hong Chanh
Dién; bén trong, Chanh dién tho Phat 1a mot toa
pham vii nguy nga, bé rong 15m, dai 35m, co
thé dung chtra 300 ngudi. Cong trinh cham khac
phu diéu & diy co bao lam Ciru Long rat tinh
xa0, dac bi€t trén huong an tho Phat cham khic
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cac ngdi chua danh tiéng trong nudc nhu chua
Mot Cot & mién Bac, Thap Linh Mu Hué, Thap
Vinh Nghiém ¢ Saigon

Ban tho Phat duoc thiét tri rat trang nghi€m,
chinh gitra thd ton tugng dong Puc Phat Thich
Ca thién dinh trén toa sen cao 2,50m, nang
khoang 1,5 tan, bén duéi 1a pho tuong Phat
Ngoc cao 5 tdc; hai bén 13 hai ton twong HO
Phap Gia Lam dugc ma vang. Hai bén ¢ hai
cau doi tiéng Viét ndi y nghia tén cua Tu Vién:

Quang Bd nam chau den tri tué sang ngoi
Chanh Phép truyén di khdp xir
Dike truyén bon bién nudce tir bi rudi mat dao
mau trdi rong muoi phwong.

Sau dién Phat 1a To Puong, tho ton tugng Bo
Pé Pat Ma cao 1m20 cung Chu Tén Puc vién
tich gom 200 hinh anh slideshow trén man hinh
vi tinh, dtmg dau trong danh sach nay 1a To Su
Liéu Quan (1670-1742), Ngai qué o Phu Yén ra
Hué vao cudi thé ky 17 dé tu tip va cudi cung
dac phap voi Thién Su Tir Dung. T6 Liéu Quan
da trd thanh So T6 cta Thién Phai Lam Té L1eu
Quan, truoc khi vién tich da dé lai bai ké truyen
phap cho do1 sau:

Thiét té dai dao, tanh hdi thanh trung
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Tam nguyén qudng nhudn, dirc bon tir phong
Gioi dinh phuoc hué, thé dung vién thong
Vinh siéu tri qua, mdt khé thanh cong
Truyén tri diéu 1y, dién xwoéng chanh téng
Hanh giai twong ung, dat ngo chon khong.

Tu Vién Quang Dtc 1a dé tir truyén thira theo
Thién phai nay. Bén trén ban tho To 1a buc
hoanh phi viét 4 chit Han “ Truyén dang tuc
diém {8 15 18 1 Hai bén 14 cau doi khac trén
bang gbd do Hoa Thugng Thich Huyén Tén goi
tang:

Quang dai Tam, phap gioi tuy duyén quy diéu
dung o

Dire luvu Phuong, Tang gia nhdp thé hién chon
nhu.

Cd6 nghia la:

Tam lon bao la, coi phap gidi theo duyén quay
vé noi diéu dung

Dirc téa mudn phwong, bdc Tang gia nhdp thé
bay to le Chon Nhu
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Doi dién ban thd T6 1a An thd hinh Bo Tét
Quang DPtrc cao 1m20, hai bén c6 hai cau doi
tiéng Vi€t no1 1én y nghia tr1 an va bao an:

On Tam Bdo Sw Mén Phu Mau Tron Doi Luén Ghi Nhé

Nghia Chung Sanh Dan Viet T6 Quéc Suot Kiép Nguyén
Ddp Dén.

Hai bén 1a hai ban thd Huwong Linh qua vang ky
tu tai Tu Vién. T ndm 2008 Tu Vién da thiét
ké man hinh vi tinh dé trén 1000 hinh chu
Huong Linh hién thi 24 trén 24 gid.

Nhin tor bén ngoai cua Tu Vién, cac mai ngoi
déu uon cong theo kiéu chuia A Pong, giita dinh
noc co6 banh xe phap luan va cac goc cham hinh
dau rong va phuong.

Ngoai vuon chua co cac tugng dai 10 thién nhu
Phat Thich Ca Thuyét Phap, Phat Thich Ca
Thién Dinh, Phat Thich Ca Nhap Niét Ban, Phat
A D1 Da phong quang, tuong dai Phat D1 Lac,
B6 Tat Quan Am 10 thién, 18 pho tuong A La
Han, dac biét co6 Phat tich Vuon Loc Uyén vOl1
Ptrc Phat 1in chuyén banh xe Chanh Phép cung
nam anh em Ngai Kiéu Tran Nhu.

Nhin chung, nho két hop tinh hoa kién trac co
truyén Viet Nam vo1 cac y€u to cua phong cach
kién trac phuong Tay, Tu Vién Quang Duc tai
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Melbourne, Uc Chau d3 trd thanh mot trong
nhitng danh lam cua Phat Gido Viét Nam ¢ Hai
Ngoai no1 chung va noéi riéng tai Uc Chau.

Melbourne, viét ky niém 20 nam xdy dung Tu
Vien Quang Durc
Ty Kheo Thich Nguyén Tang
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POI NET VE TAC GIA & DICH GIA

Dich gia TT. Thich Nguyén Tang & Tac gia Paul Croucher
(hinh chup vao dip lé Phdt Dan nam 2007 tai Tu Vién Qudang Dirc)

Tac gia Paul Croucher, sinh nam 1961, sinh truéng
& Sydney, 1an dau tién tiép xtc vdi sach Phat Gido va
Lao Gido trong thoi gian lam viéc ¢ mot tiém sach
vao nim 1979. Tuy chd tdm vao Thién hoc nhung cac
V1 Thﬁy dau tién cua ong lai 1a Lat Ma Tay Tang, do la
Lat Ma Geshe Nyawang Leyden va Lat Ma Yeshe.
Nam 1983, ong viéng tham Nhat Ban, Thai Lan, va
nhitng noi ¢6 nguol Tay Tang luu vong & mién Bic
An Do. Tu nam 1984, 6ng nghién ctru lich su A Chau
va hoc tiéng Nhat ¢ dai hoc Monash (Melbourne).
Nhirng quan tam khac cua ong la choi bong squash, di
da ngoar va doc sach cua Henry David Thoreau
(1817-1862), mot nha van My thudc phai tu nhién.
Hién tai 6ng dang song tai Melbourne va viét luan an
tién si vé lich st Thién Tong.
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Dich gia TT. Thich Nguyén Tang : sinh nam 1967
tai Vinh Thai, thanh phé Nha Trang. Xuat gia nim
1980 ta1 Chua An Dudng, Nha Trang, tho gig1 Sa Di
nam 1985 va tho giéi Cu Tuc Gid1 nam 1988. Tung
theo hoc va tot nghi¢p Truong Co Ban Phat Hoc Vinh
Nghiém nam 1992, Truong Pai Hoc Su Pham (nganh
ngoai ngir Anh) nim 1995 va Truong Cao Cap Phat
Hoc nam 1997, sau khi ¢én Uc dinh cu vao nam 1998,
Théy da hoc va léy béng Cu Nhan Xa Ho1 Hoc ta1 Dai
Hoc Latrobe nam 2006, Thﬁy duoc Giao HO1
PGVNTN Hai Ngoai tai Uc Pai Loi-Tan Tay Lan tan
phong 1én gido pham Thuong Toa vao ngdy 17-7-
2009 trong khoa An Cu Kiét Ha t6 chirc tai Chua
Phap Bao, Sydney. Ttr nim 1998, Thay la Pho Try Tri
Tu Vién Quang Duc (Tru Tri la TT Thich Tam
Phuong), vao mua Phat Pan nim 1999, Thay da cho
mo va lam chu bién Trang Nha Bién Tt Quang Duc:
[www.quangduc.com]. Thay ciing la mot tac gia va
dich gia cua nhiéu tai liéu lién quan dén Phat Gido
Quodc Té, cac chi dé khac nhu Lich Str, Chét & Tai
Sinh...
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PHUONG DANH PHAT TU
PHAT TAM AN TONG SACH

Phdt tir tai Uc Chdu: Chua Bo Pé (Ty Kheo Ni
Nhat Lién):$100;, Cu Bach Van: $50; Cu Duc
Ngoc: $50; Cu Thanh H40:$50; Cu Diéu My &
Pong Ngoc Minh:$100; Nguyén Nhu:$100;
Quang Minh & Thién Hai: $100; Tiém Vang Kim
Chau Adelaide (Thién An - Thién Lac): $500;
Tiém Vai DBong Kinh Adelaide: $1000; Hoang
Lan, Jordan, Nhat TAm, An Lac: $200; Nhi An -
Micheal:$100; Quang Minh Ngo - Quang Diéu
Tam:$100; Nguyén Hang: Hitu Thu & Hitu Phap:
$100; Ta Thanh Dinh: $50; Thanh Phi - Thu
Nhién - Minh  Tuong: $100; Duc
Nghiém:$100;Bach Diing - Di¢u Tri:$100; Bach
Toan - Diéu Hiéu:$100; Quang Nguyén Hoa -
Quang Tam Duyén:$100; Quang Y - Quang Tué
Thién:$100; Nguyén Hoa: $30; Minh Pang: $50;
Nguyén DPa: $50; Nguyén Thao: $100; Quang
Hanh: $100; Quang Niém:$100, Héng Hanh:
$100; Diéu Phudc: $100; Lién Hué: $50; Nguyén
Nhat Thao: $50; Thién Bao: $10; Chan My Hién
- Chan MV Luong: $20; Chtc Ngan: $100; Tam
Ttr - Di€u Thanh: $50; Quang Niém: $50; Thuc
Ha - Nguyén Giac: $50; Cu Hiéu Thién Nguyén
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Khac Nhan, Cu Diéu Hoang Tran Thi Khué, Thu
Lan Nguyén Khoi, Thu Thao Diéu Thom: $500;
Nguyén Tram: $100; Nguyén Hy: $20; Tam An:
$50; Quang Minh Thanh: $50; Nhu Thién: $20;
Hué Ngoc: $50; Hué Hoa: $50; Nguyén Thién
Bao: $50; Nguyén Thién Hanh: $50; Thu: $30;
Nguyén Can - Nguyén Biru: $100; Nguyén Nhat
Di¢u va cac ban: $100; Quang Huong - Quang
Tinh: $100; Huynh Htu Thanh - Hong Thi Lén:
$50; HO Van Tri - Huynh Thi Hai: $50; Quéang
Giac - H6 Trong Hiéu: $50; Linh Nguyén: $30;
Huong: $20; Diéu Phuc: $50; Lién Minh: $50;
Quang Tu Tri: $50; Quang Tu Dtirc: $50 Quang
Tu Tam: $50;Quang Tur Thinh:$50; Cu Ba Thién
Tam Nguyén Thi Linh:$260; Tony Thach-
Sophie-Michael-Elva:$500; Quang Phap
DPang:$100; Quang Tinh Duyén:$100; Diéu
Hoa:$100; Diéu Anh:$100;Long Tuyén:$100;
Bao Diéu Nguyén:$100; Phdt tu tai Viét Nam.:
Phat t¢ Chua Thién Long (Su Di¢u Trang-Su
Tam Van):$100; Phat tir Chua Tang Phuc (Su Co
Pong Hoa):$100; Phat tir Chua Pai Phudc (TT
Tam Niém):$100; Cu Tam Thai: $50, Diéu Dai:
$30; Quang Pai - Quang Khanh: $100; Quang
Tué Huong - Quang Tri DPuc:$50; Phuc Hai -
Diéu Nguyét: $20; Vinh Minh - Ptc Tang: $20;
Pic Lan - Diéu Hau: $20; Tam Minh - Chanh
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Hoa:$20; Diéu Hoa - Diéu Bao: $20; Phuc Bach:
$20; Thanh Nhan Kim Lan:$100; Diéu Chinh Lé
Thi Yén Binh: $100; Minh Hué Quang Diéu Ngo:
$20; Phat tw tai My (Cung dwong TT Nguyén
Tang trong chuyén hoang Phdp My Quoc 2012):
Las Vegas: Phudc Ngoc: $300; Chua Lién Hoa:
$200; Santa Ana: Chua Phat T6 (HT Thién
Long): $500; Chua X4 Loi (Ni Truéng Nhu
Nguyén) :$500; Ni Su Nhat Nhan:$100; Chua
Duy Man (TT Trung Dué-DD  Minh
Chanh):$500; Trung Tam Huan Luyén Quang
DPtrc: $400; Pao Trang Lién Tri (Thanh Hién-
Thién Dat): $400; Bao Trang Ngoc Sang (Quang
Huong - Quang Peter): $420; Quang Hoa Duyén:
$50; Trung Tam May Tu (Kathy Chon Tinh
Diéu): $1000; San Jose: Niém Phat Duong
Fremont (HT Thai Siéu): $700; Thién Tri: $1000;
Pao Trang Thanh Luong (NS Minh Hué): $400;
Pong Tu: $400; Tinh That Hoa Binh (SC Hanh
Tri): $200; Tam Minh Nhut - Diéu Ngo:
$200;Quang Tri Chanh - Quang Tu¢ Dung: $200;
Houston: Chua Tric Lam (Su Cht Thién Pham):
$800; Chua Vién Thong (Ni Su Thanh
Luong):$500; Diéu Tinh - Lién Hoa - Bdo Vuong
- Bao Lan: $1000; Lién Dai - Oanh Vu: $320:
Minh Hanh -Di¢u Phuc - Minh Huy - Di¢u
Hoang: $100; Thién Thuy - Diéu Bao: $100; Durc
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Minh: $50; Oklahoma: Thién Vién Chanh Phap
(TT Thong Triét): $1,100; Bach Lién: $200; Tanh
Dinh, Diéu Tuyét & Pong Dtrc: $100; Diéu Van:
$50; Phuong Thao + Hung: $50; Quang Phudc:
$50; Diéu Ngoc: $100; Tam Dai Xa: $150; Minh
Ly - Di¢u Chau: $100; Nguyén Phuc, Edward and
Joanna Goodwin: $1000; 6ng ba Bac Si Thanh
Long:$400; Diéu Pao - Diéu Lién: $100...

Nguyén dem cong dirc nay
Trang nghiém Phat Tinh Do
Trén dén bon on nang,
Dudi ctru kho ba duong
Néu c6 nguoi thay nghe
Péu phat long Bo Pé,

Hét mot bao than nay,

Sinh qua cdi Cuc Lac.

May the Merit and virtue, accrued from this work,
adorn the Buddha's pureland, repay the four great
kindnesses above, and relieve the suffering of those
on the three paths below, may those who see or hear
of these efforts generates Bodhi Mind, spend their
lives devoted to the Buddha Dharma, the Land of
Ultimate Bliss

Nam Mo A D1 ba Phat
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LICH SU PHAT GIAO UC PAI LOI

HISTORY OF BUDDHISM IN AUSTRALIA

Tac gia : Paul Croucher

Dich gia :TT Thich Nguyén Tang

Panh may vi tinh  : Minh Tri - Quéc Phong
Stra ban in : Thanh Phi - Nhi Twdng
Trinh bay ndi dung : Quang Thién Tri

Trinh bay bia : Quang Tué Duyén
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