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LOI GIOI THIEU

< ’ ap sach “Ho6 So Mat 1963 - Ttr cac ngudn
Tai liéu cua Chinh phu My’ nay ra doi
c6 hai muc dich:

Tht nhat 1a dé gidi thiéu véi quang dai doc gia
mot ngudn tai liéu tham ctiu ctia chinh phu My, ky
tu 1a FRUS, vén kha quen thudc véi giéi nghién ctiu
nhung lai van con xa la véi doc gia Viéet Nam binh
thuong khi mu6n tim hiéu vé nhiing bién déng lich st
trong thap nién 1960 cua nudc ta.

Thi nhi 14 thong qua ngudn tai liéu d6 dé trinh
bay mot s6 phat hién méi, von khong dudc da s6 gidi
nghién ctu ngudi Viét hai ngoai khai thac va phd
bién, tham chi con bi mét s6 “nha binh luan” xuyén
tac va ngd nhan, vé nhiing gi da thuc su xay ra tai
mién Nam Viét Nam trong nam 1963.

Do d6, tu “mat” trong tiéu dé tap sach chi 1a dé6i
v6i quang dai doc gid chua biét dén, hoic c6 biét dén
nhung khong chiu st dung, nguodn tai liéu nay ma
thoi. T nay, hy vong rdng moi doc gia déu co thé tiép
can truc tiép nguén FRUS dé€ bd tic cho nhiing nhan
dinh ctia minh duge trung thuc va chinh xac hon.

*k%k

Tap sach nay gém nhiéu ban vin dude chuyén
dich va trinh bay kém theo nguyén tac Anh ngti, 1la
cac tai liéu truéec day vén thudc loai hoé so mat hodc
t61 mat, nghia 1a chi danh riéng cho nhiing ngudi cé
trach nhiém ma hoan toan khong duge phé bién dén
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cong ching. Phan 16n cac tai liéu d6 1a caa chinh
phu M¥, nhu cac Cong dién, Ban Ghi nhé, Dién tin,
Phic trinh... Tai liéu c6 ngudn tu Bd Ngoai Giao
My duge 14y tit FRUS; ngoai ra con c6 cac tai liéu
tit Toa Bach Oc (Cuc An Ninh Quéc Gia NSA), Bo
Quéc Phong (Pentagon Papers), CIA (tai Sai Gon va
tai Langley), va tut Thugng Vién (Select Committee to
Study Governmental Operations).

Mot vai tai liéu khong truc tiép 14y ngudn tii chinh
phu My la: Mot bai viét cta tac gia Nguyén Minh
Tién phan tich Phuc trinh A/5630 cia Phai doan Diéu
tra Lién Hiép Quéc; mot s6 doan trong Death of A
Generation cia Howard Jones von 1a mot tac pham
cling st dung rat nhiéu ngudn tai liéu caa chinh phu
Mgy, va mot bai DAn nhap ctia tac gia TAm Diéu, tong
hop vé Phat gido va cudc Chinh bién 1-11-1963 thong
qua cac tai liéu cua chinh phu My.

Xin dugc c6 vai 16i vé ly do tai sao ching t6i lai
chon st dung rat nhiéu tai liéu FRUS ctia B6 Ngoai
Giao My cho tap sach nay.

FRUS, ky tu viét tit ctia cum tit Foreign Relations
of the United States, 14 mot tap hgp cac tai liéu lich
st chinh thiic lién hé dén cac quyét dinh quan trong
trong chinh sach ngoai giao cia My da dudc giai mat
va bién tap dé cong bs.' Nhiing tai liéu nay do Van
phong St gia (Office of the Historian) thuéc Bo Ngoai
giao soan thao va chiu trach nhiém xuét ban, va do
S6 An loat Chinh pht (Government Printing Office)
in 4n phat hanh. Tap hop tai liéu do so6 nay bat dau ti

' The Foreign Relations of the United States series is the official
documentary historical record of major U. S. foreign policy
decisions that have been declassified and edited for publication.
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cac bién c6 ngoai giao tit thoi chinh quyén Téng thong
Abraham Lincoln (1861) cho dén ngay nay.

Riéng tailiéu lién hé dén Viet Nam duéi nhiém ky
Téng théng Kennedy thi gbm 4 tap, phu dai thoi gian
3 nidm tu 1961 dén 1963. Hai tap cudi cung, Tap III
va Tap IV, dudc phat hanh vao nam 1991 va dude phd
bién online trén Internet vao dau thién nién 2000.

Doc gia nguoi Viét ¢ hai ngoai, ngay ca 6 My, cling
it nghe néi dén kho tai liéu do6 s6 va quy gia da dude
giai mat kha day du va dé dang truy cap online nay.
Chi mot s6 nha nghién ctiu nghiém tic la biét ti rat
sém vé FRUS va da khai thac rat hiéu qua dé tai
khéng dinh ho#c hiéu dinh lai mot s6 bién c6, luan
diém ma trong qué khitt da khong hoac chua duge biéu
dat ro rang.

Xin dan ct truong hop vé hai bai viét c6 lién quan
dén ché do Ngb6 Dinh Diém chi vai ndm sau khi FRUS
dudgc 1én online: Cach day hon 10 nim, trong bai viét
“Toan Tri va Ngoai Thudc” vao thang 5 nam 2003,
giao su Cao Huy Thuan & Phap da st dung 50 nguon
trich dan tw FRUS trong téng s6 53 cudc chud cua
ong." Con trong tiéu luan coéng phu “Phién Cong’
trong Dinh Gia Long”, hoan thanh vao thang 8 ciing
nam 2003, Tién si Chinh Dao Vit Ngu Chiéu 6 My da
st dung 49 tham chiéu tit FRUS trong téng s6 149
cude chd cua 6ng. 2

' Bai dugc ding trén Dién Ban Forum s§ 129, xuat ban tai Paris
vao thang 5 nam 2003 va dugc Thu Vién Hoa Sen dang lai: http://
thuvienhoasen.org/a13482/toan-tri-va-ngoai-thuoc-cao-huy-thuan

2 Bai dugc dang trén Tap chi Hgp Luu tai California vao thang 8
nam 2003 va dugc Viét-Studies dang lai.
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S6 di FRUS dat duge do tin cidy kha cao, do do
mtc st dung kha nhiéu, trong cic cong trinh nghién
ctiu la vi ba ly do:

(1) N61 chung, FRUS la nhiing tai liéu mat hoéc
tuyét mat (TOP SECRET) dugc trao d6i gi6i
han gitia mét s6 it giéi chtic hanh phap rat cao
cap cua My. Noi dung cua nhiing tai liéu nay
thuong dugde lam co s6 hodc cong cu dé thiét lap
chinh sach hoac ké& hoach hanh dong cidp quéc
gia, nén do trung thuc va tinh chinh x4c cua tai
liéu, du c6 1¢i hay c6 hai cho chinh quyén My,
déu luén ludn dude ngudi soan thao tai liéu co
ging gifi 6 mc toi da;

(ii) Co ché van hanh Check and Balance (Kiém
soat va Quan binh) cua chinh phu My [va sau
nay v6i viéc ban hanh Freedom of Information
Act nam 1966 (Pao luat vé Quyén tu do tiép
can Thong tin)] cho phép hai nganh Lap phap
va Tu phap cting nhu bat ky ngusi dan nao,
sém hay mudn, ciing truy ctu dudc thong tin
cta chinh pht. Tham chi néu can, c6 thé xin
tda 4n can thiép (subpoena) dé dudc tiép can
tai liéu. Vi biét rd va vi lam viéc trong khung
nguyén tic d6 tir lau nén trong qué trinh hinh
thanh cac tai liéu, gi6i chtc chon lya va soan
thao FRUS da phai c6 géng tranh nhiing sai
lam, so hd, toi nghia, lac dan, suy doan, tham
chi do1 tra... 6 miuc to1 da;

(iii) Tinh than va dao dtc hoc thuat ctia giéi nghién
ctiiu My la kha cao, 1anh vuc nghién ctu la kha
da dang, va tranh chap hoc thuat thi gay git
trén truong quoc té. Do d6, nhiing hoc gid luén
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doi héi cac ngudn cung cap tai liéu, du trong
hay ngoai chinh ph1, du 1anh viyc an ninh quéc
gia hay bat ky 1anh vuc nao, cting phai duy tri
mot muc do chuyén nghiép trong cac tai liéu
dé ho c6 thé tin tudng st dung. Trong lanh vuc
bang giao quéc té c6 lién hé dén My, FRUS la
cong cu lam viéc cua gi6i nghién ctiu nén cling
phai chuyén nghiép 6 miic to1 da.

D6 1a nhiing 1y do it nhat giai thich vi sao FRUS
¢6 do kha tin kha cao. Do d6, mot cach cu thé, cong
trinh nghién cttu nghiém tic nao vé quan hé Viét-My
trong thap nién 1960’ ma khéng tham chiéu FRUS
thi ciing 1a diéu thiéu s6t. Nhung di nhién ching ta
cling khong ngay tho dén dd tin tudéng hoan toan bat
ky thong tin nao cua FRUS ma khong d6i chiéu véi
cac ngudn thong tin khac va/hodc dat ching trude quy
trinh phan tich chét ché va chon loc khat khe. Du sao
thi FRUS ciing dang tin cAy va cAn tham ctu dé st
dung, nhat 1a khi so sanh véi nhiing “ngudn tai liéu”
khéc rat dang nghi ngd, nhung lai thuong duge da so
nhiing “binh luan gia” nguosi Viét ca trong 1an ngoai
nude, nhat 1a & hai ngoai, st dung dé “dau doc chinh
tri” nhau nhiéu hon 1a @€ trinh bay su that.

Mot cach cu thé, ching tdi xin cung c4p hai dudng
link sau day dé doc gia c6 thé truy cap tat ca tai liu
FRUS lién quan dén quan hé Viét-My trong nim
1963:

1. FRUS 1961-1963, Volume III: Vietnam
January - August 1963: http:/www.
historymatters.com/archive/contents/vietnam/
contents_vietnam_frus_61-63_3.htm
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2. FRUS 1961-1963, Volume IV: Vietnam
August - December 1963: http://www.
historymatters.com/archive/contents/vietnam/
contents_vietnam_frus_61-63_4.htm

*kk*k

Nam 1963 14 nam c6 diy du triéu chiing cia mot
ché& dd toan tri dang 6 hoi cudi cting cia quy trinh huy
diét. Pai st Tran Van Chuong, than phu cia ba Nhu,
1a ngudi dau tién dung cum tit “toan tri” dé xac dinh
d#c tinh chinh tri ctia ché do Diém.’

D& hiéu rd hon vé bién c¢6 1963, ta cAn ndm bit
dugc ba giai doan phéan chia cudc ddi chinh tri cia 6ng
Ngb Dinh Diém:

e Truéc 1954, ong 1a mot chinh khéach troi néi
trong cudc chién Phap-Viét, bi ket gitia chinh
sach cua Hoi Truyén gido Hai ngoai (MEP) va
truyén thong phuc vu nén d6 ho Phap cta gia
dinh nén 6ng da khong x4 than chéng Phap
quyét 1iét nhu cac nha cach mang duong thoi.
Khi thi lam quan Nam Triéu nén Viét Minh
ghét ong, khi thi theo Nhat nén TAy muén
bét éng, khi thi 4n minh trong tu vién, khi thi
“bao ndm ting Ié gét ndi qué nguoi”, khéong uy
tin, khong luc lugng ngoai trt moét nhém tin
d6 Thién Chtda gido ban dia ung hé. Quoc té&
khong biét dén 6ng, von khong cé goc ré trong
quin ching nén khéng c6 mot hoat déong nao cé
tac dong dang ké vao cudc van dong giai thuc
gian khé ctia toan dan.

' FRUS 1961-1963, Tap Ill, Memo cla Forrestal gi Harriman
ngay 8-3-1963.
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Day la giai doan 6ng Diém c6 thé cé tAm nhung
chdc chin khéng cé tai, ai theo 6ng ciing dudc,
khong theo 6ng ciing ching sao. Ong chi 1a mot
“chinh khach sa-l16ng” nhu ta thuong goi.

e Giai doan thti nhi l1a ti 1954 dén 1959: D6 1a lic

My thay Phap tham du vao thé co Dong Duong
dé xay dung mot tién don chéng lai chién lugc
banh trudng cta Cong san Qudc t& tai chau A.
Ong may mén ¢6 hai y&u t6 ma cac chinh khach
Viét Nam duong thoi khong c¢6: My va Vatican.
Ong ciing may mén c6 6ng anh Gidam Muc quen
biét v6i lanh tu s6 mot cua Cong gido My trong
thoi ky d6. Cho nén 6ng dude cuong quoc My
hd trg thay thé Bao Dai ciia Phap. Ba “ba mu”
cham séc dé héa than 6ng thanh “phép la” caa
My 1a Hong y Francis Spellman, Thuogng Nghi
s1 Mike Mansfield, va Ngoai trudng John Foster
Dulles.! V6i hai thé luc quéc t€ va bao chiing
cua vi vua triéu Nguyén, dng vé nuéc, “phat cg”
va dude hau nhu toan dan mién Nam ung ho
dé x4y dung mién Nam ma chéng Coéng. Quan
vién va kinh vién, nhan sy va van héa cua My
a0 at d6 vao mién Nam, giip 6ng vugt qua moi
trd ngai dé thanh lap nén Cong hoa. Lanh dao
mién Béc vita phai chd gan hai nim dé Téng
tuyén ct, lai vita ban lo chiia vét thuong chién
tranh sau 9 nam danh Phap, nén mién Nam
duge tam 6n, thanh binh va tru phu. Ong lam
Téng thong ctia mot nén Cong hoa non tré, 1a
mot 1anh tu khong gioi nhung gap thoi va duge

' Joseph Buttinger, Vietnam: A Political History. New York:
Frederick A. Prae-ger, 1968.
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14

hai thé luc d6 ddu hét 1ong yém trg, nén thuc
hién dugc nhiéu thanh tich tai mién Nam.

Trong giai doan 5 nam nay, ong Diém 13 ngudi
6 thé vira c6 tAm vira c6 tai, nhung quan trong
hon ca 1a 6ng dugc thoi thé, ai 14 ngudi muén
x4y dung mién Nam dé chéng Cong thi phai tng
ho 6ng. Ong 12 mot ong quan phu mau chi dan
tuyét voi trong mét ché d6 dan cht khap khiéng.

¢ Giai doan cu6i la ti ndm 1960 véi nhiing buéc

ngodt oan trai, hé qua cia nén cai tri doc tai
ciia dng miy niam trude va cua ban chat phong
kién gia dinh tri, tong hop chat Thién Chda
giao Trung ¢6 va quan lai Téng Nho caa van
hoéa gia toc 6ng. Nam 1960, chanh sach noi tri
ctia 6ng pham nhiéu sai ldAm nén bi chinh quan
dan mién Nam chéng d6i. TU dau ndm, nhém
tri thttc Béc di cu trong bao Tu Do cong khai
t6 cdo hanh dong duc khoét mién Nam cua gia
dinh ho Ngo6 véi btc tranh 5 con chudt trén bia
bao Xuan Canh Ty. Tiép theo 1a tham bai ctaa
Su doan 13 tai Trang Sap (Tay Ninh) vao ngay
26/1 du luc lugng chinh pht dong va manh hon.
Dén thang 4, nhém 17 nhan si tri thic va mot
linh muc (trong d6 c¢6 11 nguoi da ting 1a chién
hitu ho#c cong tac vién cii cia 6ng Diém) thudc
nhém Tu Do Tién B ra Tuyén ngon (tai khach
san Caravelle) t6 cao tinh trang doc tai, tham
nhiing, kém hiiu hiéu va doi éng thay d6i nhan
su cing nhu chinh sach. Thang 11, cac si quan
chi huy binh chiing Nhay Du cung nhiéu nhan
vat dang phai quéc gia tap hop trong Lién Minh
Dan Chu va Mt tran Quéc gia Poan két da

LOI GIGI THIEU

phat déng cudc binh bién, danh thing vao dinh
DPoc Lap, doi ong Diém cai t6 toan dién co cadu
lanh dao quéc gia dé xay dung lai chinh nghia
va nang cao hiéu niang chién dau ctia quan dan
mién Nam. Thang 12, Ha Noi cho ra doi va
cong khai héa Mt Tran Dan Téc Giai Phong
Mién Nam, lam diém tu luc dé thu hdt quan
ching bat man hau tién hanh cudc dau tranh
vii trang, thach thiic tinh chinh théng cta Viét
Nam Cong hoa trén ca hai mét quéc t&€ va qudc
ndi. Nhung 5 bién c6 d6 cling khong tac hai sau
séc bang tinh trang ké ti ndm 1960, hai ong
ba Ngo Pinh Nhu bit dau khuynh loat rdi cudi
cung khéng ché trung tam quyén luc quéc gia
6 Dinh Gia Long, tit tit ddy 6ng Diém vao vai
tro thd yéu trong cong viéc quan tri mién Nam.
Ong 1am Téng thoéng nhu mot vua Lé bu nhin
bén (6ng ba) chida Trinh 16ng quyén.

Day la giai doan chét, 6ng Diém mat di ca cai
tam I4n cai tai, nhung van cung gia dinh cao
ngao bam vao ghé lanh dao quéc gia nén hai
nuéce hai dan, vi vay ai 1a nguoi ¢6 tri va c6 long
thi cting phai chéng 6ng. Tu nguoi hung cua
thoi thé, 6ng Diém tré thanh tdi nhan caa lich
st. D6 c6 phai 1a nhiém y Thién Chda chang?

Vi cai ndm ban 1&€ 1960 nhiéu bién dong d6 ma
nhiing ndm sau, mién Nam bit dau suy thoai, chiu
dung hét cudc khung hodng nay dén cudc khing
hoang khac.

That vay, nam 1961, trong lic nén kinh té quéc
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gia van con phu thudc ning né vao kinh vién My' thi
tinh hinh an ninh hau nhu bi suy sup mot cach dang
quan ngai, nh4t 1a § néng thon, noi Viét cong kiém
soat 80%2 dén ndi ngay 10-10-1961, é6ng Diém phai
ban bé “tinh trang khén cdp trén toan lanh thé Viét
Nam Céng Hoa”. 3 Va hai thang sau, ngay 7-12-1961,
ong Diém da gti thu cho Téng thong Kennedy xin
tdng thém vién trg vi “Viét Nam Céng hoa dang phai
doi dau véi mot tham hoa I6n nhat trong lich st

Qua nam 1962, sang ngay 27 thang 2, hon mot
nim sau “Dao chanh Nhay du”, hai si quan ctia mot
binh ching khac ctia quan ddi lai hanh dong: Trung
iy Phi cong Pham Phu Quéc va Nguyén vin Cu da
bay 2 chiéc Skyrider A-1 ném bom Napalm va ban
rocket vao dinh DPoc Lap v61 muc dich tiéu diét toan
bo 1lanh dao dau ndo cia Pé Nhat Cong hoa. Trong
khi d6 thi ngoai chién truong, cac don vi vii trang ctia
Viét cong bat dau thach thic quan luc VNCH trén ca
4 Quan khu, danh chiém nhiéu dén bét, phao kich
vao cac quan huyén ven thu d6 Sai Gon. Dic cong cua
ho con dam dat chit nd tai cac thanh thi va bét céc
céc vién chiic cua ché do. ° Tinh trang an ninh khan

' Bernard C. Nalty, Rival Ideologies in Divided Nations (Vietnam
War), tr. 62; va Frances Fitzgerald, Fire in the Lake, tr. 101-104.

2 Robert Scigliano, Vietnam, A Country At War.

3 Sic lénh s6 209-TTP ctia Téng Thong Phi - Poan Thém, “Nhiing
ngay Chua quén” Bai Nam, 1967 - Nam Chi Tung Thu tai ban.

* Marvin E, Gettlemen, Vietham History, Documents and
Opinionsm va Boan Thém, “Nhiing ngay Chua quén” Dai Nam,
1967 - Nam Chi Tung Thu tai ban.

5 Stanley Karnow, Vietnam, A History, New York: King Presss,
1983.
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truong dén ndi ngay 31-3-1962, 6ng Diém da phai
gtii thong diép cho 92 quéc gia trén thé giéi yéu cau
ung ho VNCH chéong cudc xAm ling ctia Cong san.'
Nhu vay, “Sau sdu nam troi lam mot thit Quéc trudng
khéng ai lay chuyén néi, Diém van bat an. Su ung
hé ctia nhan dan phai lat, quan doi khong thé chién
dau theo 161 chién tranh cich mang cua Viét cong,
con kinh té quéc gia hau hét hoan toan phu thudc vao
vién trg My.””

Va, cudi cung, ndm 1963 dinh ménh ciling dén!
Trong nam d6, nhiing bién c6 don dap khudy dong
mot mién Nam hting huc ltia. Nhiing bién ¢6 nay 1a
do hé qua tich liiy ti cAc nguyén nhan cic nim trude
hosc duge khdi dong dot bién ngay trong chinh nam
1963: Tt tham bai Ap Bic dén Phic trinh Mansfield
(dat cAu héi cin ban rdng “Ching ta cé thé thing
Céng san véi Diém khong??); tii cude dau tranh réi bi
dan ap ctia Phat gido dén hanh déng quyén sinh ctua
van hao Nhat Linh; ti ran niit quan hé véi My dén
nhiing tiép xudc théa hiép véi Ha Noi; ti gan 10 Am
muu dao chanh cta cac si quan trung cap ngay dau
nam 1963 dén chinh 6ng Nhu ciing du dinh dao chanh
ong Diém trong ké& hoach Bravo I dé thay éng Diém...
Tat ca nhu nhiing ngon séng, trung trung diép diép
dan bén vao nhau dé up xudng ché d6 6ng Diém vao
ngay 1-11-1963. Va vao sinh mang hai anh em 6ng
ngay 2-11-1963.

' Poan Thém, “Nhiing ngay Chua quén” Pai Nam, 1967 - Nam
Chi Tung Thu tai ban.

2 Bernard C. Nalty, Rival Ideologies in Divided Nations (Vietnam
War), tr. 62.
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Phat gido hay khéng Phat gido, Quan déi hay
khong Quan doi, My hay khong My, cudi cung thi
nhan nao qua nay. Va lich s sang trang. Phai sang
trang...

*k%

Nhiéu tai liéu da dé cap dén nhiing ngay sbi dong
cua nam 1963. Trong tap sach nay, théng qua cac
ngudn tai liéu My ma chu yéu la tit FRUS, ching
to61 chi muén cung cidp thém mot s6 dii kién do nguosi
My phat hién nhung khong duge dong dao nguoi Viét
Nam biét dén. Sau day la vai vi du:

- Trong vu nd sung tai Pai Phat thanh Hué ngay
8-5-1963, lic dau, binh si chinh quy duge 1énh
dan 4p dam déng Phat ti nhung ho tir chéi.
Do dé, cubi cung, chinh Dia phuong quan cua
Thiéu ta Pang S§ da nd sing va ném luu dan.'

- Ngay 3-6-1963, sinh vién va dong bao tai Hué
biéu tinh va da bi quan doi phun héa chat dé
giai tan.?

- Tuéng Lé Van Kim la tuéng lanh dau tién
dé cap véi nguoi My, ong Rufus Phillips cua
USOM, vé y dinh ctia quan ddi sé loai bé 6ng
Nhu néu My c6 cting mot thai do cting ran nhu
thé. Bo trudng Phit Téng Thong Nguyén Pinh
Thuan va Chanh Vin phong Pht Téng thong
V6 Van Hai cing mu6én My t6 thai do mudn
loai bd éng Nhu. 3

' FRUS 1961-1963, Vol. lll, Doc. 116
2 FRUS 1961-1963, Vol. Ill, Doc. 146 va 147
3 Pentagon Papers trich dan FRUS 1961-1963, Vol I, Doc. 274
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- Tuéng Tran Vian Dén cho ngusi My biét giiia

ong Diém va ba Nhu khong c6 quan hé xac thit
nhung 6ng Diém xem ba Nhu nhu mét nguoi
vo 1y tuéng thuan khiét (platonic wife)
nhu Hitler d61 véi Eva Braun, va 6ng Diém
da tung thang chiic cho mot nguci lam vuon
tai Da Lat ti Trung si lén Trung ta chi vi
ngudi nay trang tréo dep trai.’

- Viéc 6ng Nhu ltia d6i cac tuéng 1anh khi cho Luc

Luogng Dic Biét gia danh quan d6i t4n cong cac
chua tai Sai Gon dém 20-8-1963 khién ca My
1an dan ching Viét Nam 1én 4n quan déi, da
1a mot bude ngoit manh mé khién Quan doi
diit khoat muén loai bé éng Nhu hon.?

- Tt nam 1962, sau cudc dao chanh ctia Nhay Du

va vu oanh kich ctia 2 phi cong, va trude khi
xay ra vu bién dong Phat gido, My da danh
gia 1a mién Nam sé& bi nhuém mau vi gia
dinh ho Ng6 da nghi, kém hiéu qua va mat long
dan.’

- Sau cudc tu thiéu cia Hoa thugng Thich Quang

Diic, ngay 25/6, ong Nhu da néi thing véi ngudsi
My rang 6ng chéng déi 6ng Diém, va chinh
phu hién tai phai bi loai bé. Ong Nhu trinh
bay diéu nay trong mot tinh trang xac dong
cao do.*

1

2

3

4

FRUS 1961-1963, Vol I 1 1, Doc. 275
FRUS 1961-1963, Vol 11l, Doc. 274
FRUS 1961-1963, Vol 11, 1962, Doc. 268
FRUS 1961-1963, Vol 11l, Doc. 256
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- Mot doi canh sat dac biét cia ba Nhu duge thanh
lap va do ngudi em cta ba 1a Tran Vian Khiém
chi huy. Ong Khiém da cho mot ky gia ngudi
Uc xem mot danh sach cac vién chiic My tai Sai
Gon ma 6ng dang 1én ké& hoach am sat."

- Nhiéu quan chtic Viét Nam cho biét quyén luc
thuc su nam trong tay 6ng Nhu; ong Diém chi
12 “bip bé&” ciia 6ng Nhu. Ca hai 6ng Nguyén
Pinh Thuan va V6 Van Hai déu xac nhan 6ng
Nhu hit thudc phién ti hai ndm roi. Trang
thai tAm than hoang loan cia 6ng Nhu hién rd
khi 6ng tuyén bd chi c¢6 dng méi ctu dude Viét
Nam.?

- Ba Tran Vian Chuong, than mau cta ba Nhu,
goi ba Nhu 1a “dd quy” (monster), 6ng Nhu 1a
“hung nod” (barbare), 6ng Diém la “ké bat tai”
(incompetent). Con 6ng Tran Van Chuong, Dai
st VNCH tai My, thi ban thao véi cic nha hoat
dong dé thanh lap mot chinh phua luu vong
nhim lat d6 nha Ngs.?

- Khoan tién 42.000 My kim da do CIA trao trudc
d6 dé dung mua thuc phadm cho chién binh
VNCH va dung lam tién ti tuat cho gia dinh
ti si trong cudc binh bién 1-11-1963. Tubng
Duong Vin Minh hai 14n dién thoai téi 6ng
Diém, dé nghi hai anh em Diém-Nhu dau
hang sé dudc an toan xuat ngoai. Ong Diém
hai 14n ti chéi...

" FRUS 1961-1963, Vol IV, Doc. 68

2 FRUS 1961-1963, Vol IV, Doc. 110

3 FRUS 1961-1963, Vol IV, Doc. 118

4 Phac Trinh Thugng Vién Hoa Ky S6 94-465
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Trén day ciing chi 1a mot s6 diém néi bat. Xuyén
sudt tap sach, doc gia sé tiép tuc kham pha ra nhiéu
su kién khac niia trong giai doan lich st dic biét nay.

V& hinh thtc trinh bay, dé doc gia tién tham khao
doi chiéu, ching t6i ¢6 ging trinh bay ca nguyén tac
Anh ngii va cac dan chd tham chiéu & bat ct noi nao
¢6 thé duge. HAau hét cac chu thich 14 ctia nguyén tac
va duge chuyén dich sang Viét ngii. Tuy nhién,  mot
s6 noi can c6 su gidi thich rd hon ctia ngudi dich (ND),
ching t6i sé diing cic cude chi bang chit s6 La-ma (i,
ii, iii...) @€ phan biét. Cac thuat ngii dung trong cic
hé thong vin ban nay chua ting dude chuyén dich
nhat quan, do d6 ching t6i sé tam quy udc dung “dién
van” (telegram, tel) dé chi cac bic dién dude trao ddi,
“h6 s0” (document, doc) dé chi cac van ban da dude
hé théng va danh sé trong kho dii liéeu FRUS. D61 véi
mot s6 cac thuat ngii khac, ching toi ciing sé ¢6 gdng
chuyén dich nh4t quan trong chiing muc c6 thé dudge.

Nhan dip ky niém 50 nim Chinh bién 1-11-1963,
ching t6i hy vong tap sach nay sé 1a mot nhic nhé
dén nhiing doc gia muén tim hiéu lich st Viét Nam
thoi can dai mot diéu ai cting da biét, rang trong tinh
trang nhiéu loan théng tin va nhiéu nhuong thé su
hién nay, hiéu va danh gia ddng mot su kién that 1a
khé khéan.

Tran trong,

Nha Xu4t ban Thién Tri Thiic
(Thien Tri Thuc Publications)
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CUQC VAN PONG
BINH PANG TON GIAO
NAM 1963
CUA PHAT GIAO VIET NAM
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Tam Diéu

am 1963 12 ndm ma chinh quyén Ngb

Dinh Diém da gip phai stic phan khang

manh mé nh4t ti moi thanh phan dan ching. Khéi

dau 1a cudc tranh dau ciia Phat gido khdi dau ti ngay

8-5-1963 va cham dit vao dém 20 thang 8 ndm 1963,

va tiép sau do6 la cudc ddu tranh toan dién cua hoc
sinh, sinh vién, va quan dan Mién Nam Viét Nam.

T d6 dén nay da hon nta thé ky, mot thoi gian
du dai dé con ngudi c6 thé ling diu tAm tu va cac
kho luu trit tai liéu mat cta cac bo Ngoai Giao, Qudc
Phong, va cuc Tinh bao Trung Uong Hoa Ky ciing da
giai mat cho cong ching tu do vao xem, kém theo d6
con c6 mot ban Phic trinh ctia Phai doan Lién Hiép
Quoc dudce thuc hién ngay truée khi Chinh pht Diém
sup d6 cing da luu hanh rong rai. Nho d6, chung ta
¢6 thé nhin lai lich st ngay 1-11-1963 mot cach rd
rang hon.

Toan bd cac kho tai lidu trén déu bang Anh ngii.
Nhung may mén thay, ching ta da c6 thé tiép can
mot cach dé dang qua nhiing ban dich Viét ngii rat
nghiém tuc cta cac dich gia Nguyén Giéc, Tri Tanh
va Nguyén Minh Tién. Nhiing ban dich nay dudc cac
dich gia tuyén dich ti tai liéu chinh thic c6 d6 kha
tin cao va khach quan, von tiing 14 nhiing thong tin
ndi bo chi dung trong bé may diéu hanh, khéng c6
tinh cach tuyén truyén, bao gébm cac Phic trinh kin,
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mat va to1 mat, bién ban chinh thiic cia nhiing thao
luan noi by, dién van trao (:T,(A)qi gitta B6 Ngoai Giao,
Bo Quéc Phong, Toa Bach Oc, Cuc Tinh bao Trung
uong 6 Washington va toa Dai st Hoa Ky ¢ Sai Gon
cting nhu Lanh su quan tai Hué. Nhiing tai liéu nay
da dugec Bo6 Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky giali mat va xuit
ban thanh 5 tap véi tua dé: Foreign Relations of the
United States (FRUS), 1961-1964 (Bang giao quéc
té& ctia Hoa Ky, 1961-1964), thuong dugc giéi nghién
ctiu biét va st dung dudi tén goi tat 1a FRUS. Thém
vao d6 1a ho so t61 mat vé cudc chién Viét Nam “The
Pentagon Papers” do ij ban Pic nhiém Nghién ctiu
vé Viét Nam cua Bo Quéc Phong My nghién ctiu, soan
thdo va xu4t ban thanh 4 tap.

Qua néi dung cac ban dich, ching ta c6 thé biét
dugc nhiing gi thuc sy da xay ra trong nhiing ngay
truée va sau cudc chinh bién 1-11- 1963.

Truée khi trinh bay toan bd cac ban dich, ching
t61 man phép tém luge dudi day vai diém ghi nhan
quan trong ctua chinh cac dich gia, theo dién bién su
kién.

BIEN CO NGAY 8-5-1963 TAlI HUE

Trude hét 14 cac dién vén trao ddi gitia Lanh Su
quan My 6 Hué, Toa Dai St Hoa Ky 6 Sai Gon, va
B6 Ngoai Giao My 6 thu d6 Washington trong dém
x4y ra bién c6 8-5-1963 tai dai phat thanh Hué. Va
ti€p theo cic dién vin trao déi 1a ban Phic trinh cta
Trung Uong Tinh Bao (CIA) 6 Washington b4o c4o 1én
Téng Théng My Vé Cudc Tham Sat Hué 1963, trong
d6 ghi rang, khi gidi tan dam déng 3.000 Phat tu,
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trach nhiém tham sat tai Dai Phat Thanh Hué 1a do
3 luc lugng: canh sat, Dan Vé va quan doi. H6 so CIA
noi day ciing néi: Chinh sach cta chinh phu 6ng Diém
l1a thién vi Thién Chua gido, nhung Phat T trude gic
van lang 18 chiu dung, cho téi khi xay ra bién dong
Hué.

CUOC TONG TAN CONG CAC CHUA DEM 20-8-1963

Su kién tai Hué ngay 8 thang 5 ndm 1963 - mot
st kién dan téi nhiing gi dudc goi 1a cudc khuing hoang
Phat gido va khdi su cho mdt chudi sy kién cudi cung
dan t6i viéc dao chanh lat d6 ché& @6 Ngb Dinh Diém
- da x4y ra mot cach tinh ¢ va bat ngo, theo su nhan
dinh ctia 36 nha phan tich ciia My vé tinh hinh Phat
giao Viét Nam trong thoi gian tit ngay 8-5-1963 tdi
ngay 21-8-1963, trong ho so The Pentagon Papers.

Ciing theo tai liéu nay thi nguyén nhan xay dén
chudi su kién nay la do chinh quyén Ngb Dinh Diém
da biét dai Thién Chuda gido va ky thi Phat giao.
Cac nd luc hoa giai gitia Phat gido va chinh quyén
da khong thanh céng, Théng Cao Chung 16-6-1963
khong duge 6ng Diém thuc thi vi bi 6ng ba Nhu pha
hoai. Cao diém su trao trd ciia chinh pha Ngé Dinh
Diém 1a cudc tong tan cong chiia chién toan qudc dém
20 rang ngay 21-8-1963, bat giam hon 1.400 ting ni
Phat ti, trong d6 c6 hai vi 1anh dao Phat gido cao cap
12 Hoa Thugng Thich Tinh Khiét (Hoi chu cta Tong
Ho1 Phat giao Viét Nam) va Thugng Toa Thich Tam
Chau (Chu tich ny ban Lién phai Bio vé Phat gido).

Diéu dang chu y 1a trong sudét ndm 1963, chinh
ong Nhu da doat quyén 6ng Diém dé dsi phé véi cude
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khung hoang Phat gi4o cang lic cang lan rong, nhd ¢
su ung ho tu cac luc luong quan chiung khac. Tham chi
ong Nhu con cho 6ng Diém 12 nguoi nhu nhuge va “da
biéu 16 su chéng déi manh liét éng Diém va chinh phu
clia 6ng ta” dén mtc du dinh dao chanh 6ng Diém.'
Ong Nhu d4a tham do nhiing diéu kién dam phan so
khéi véi 1anh dao Cong san ¢ Ha Noi,2 da tung thiét
lap danh sach vién chiic My sé bi 6ng am sat,® da
tuyén bd v6i nhat bao Y L’Expresso ngay 3-10-1963
la sé “cat dau” cha vg, Pai st Tran Van Chuong...* Ly
gidi cho nhiing dong thai dién cudng d6 cua 6ng Nhu,
Dai dién Ba Lan tai Uy héi Quéc t& Kiém soat Dinh
chién (ICC) 1a Mieczylaw Maneli, Chanh Vin phong
Phu Téng thong V6 Van Hai, Bo trudng Phu ta Quéc
phong Nguyén Dinh Thuan déu cho 14 do 6ng Nhu bi
bénh tAm than, Am anh bdi bénh hoang tudng... “Vao
giai doan d6, Nhu sa vao vong nghién ngap va diéu dé
da day éng ta dén nhiing trang thai cuc doan... Ngudi
ta bat ddu thdy nhiing dau hiéu dién loan trén mdt
ong ta, nhin bat dong nhu ké méng du, véi méot nu
cuoi lanh ling cé hitu...”®

' FRUS 256 - Ban Ghi nhé clia Pho Giam doc K& hoach CIA
Helms, ngay 16-8-1963, gli Phu ta Ngoai truéng Hilsman.

2 Theo Death of a Generation, Howard Jones, Oxford University
Press, 2003.

3 FRUS 68 - Dién van ctia Giam Bdc Phong Tinh Bao va Nghién
Ctu Thomas Hughes trinh |én Ngoai Truéng Hoa Ky ngay 6-9-
1963.

4 FRUS 186 - Bién van s6 POL 15S VIET cla Dai st Cabot Lodge
gli cho Bd Ngoai Giao ngay 7-10-1963

> Theo Roger Hilsman, To Move A Nation, Doubleday Inc. and
Co., New York 1967, trang 480.
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Khong khi chinh tri cing thdng tai Sai Gon tit ngay
Hoa Thuong Thich Quang Diic tu thiéu dén gitia thang
8-1963 da cho cac nha quan sat Hoa Ky thay réng cudc
tranh chap gitia Phat gido va chinh quyén dang dién
tién. Tuy nhién, khi xay ra cudc tong tdn céng dém 20
rang ngay 21-8-1963 nham vao cic chiia véi lénh thiét
quan luat trén toan mién Nam, cic nha ngoai giao Hoa
Ky da hoan toan bat ngs. Ho cling nhan dinh, Quan
doi VNCH b4t méan vi bi dan ching dé toi t4n cong céc
chua, trong khi thuyc t& ho khong biét gi vé viéc dng
Ngo Dinh Nhu ra 1énh cho Pai T4 Lé Quang Tung dan
Luc Lugng Diac Biét bat ngs t4n cong cac chua va tin
ttic tinh bao cho biét ong Nhu da gai via khi, chit né
vao cac chiia dé vu va. Chinh ngudi My cting bat mén
vi 6ng Diém khong thuc tAm tién hanh hoa giai véi
Phat gido, va chinh tran téng tdn cong cac chua da xé
bo ban Théng C4o Chung 16-6-1963 mang chii ky caa
hai nha lanh dao, Hoa Thugng Thich Tinh Khiét va
Téng Thong Ngo Dinh Diém.

CUOC PIEU TRA CUA PHAI DOAN LIEN HIEP QUOC

Cé ba tai liéu chinh thtc caa Lién Hiép Quéc va
mot cong trinh nghién cttu dai hoc lién quan dén cudc
diéu tra vé dan ap Phat gido tai Nam Viét Nam cua
Lién Hiép Quéc:

- Dé muc Thao luan s6 77 (Agenda Item 77) - la
can ct dé Lién Hiép Quéc chi dinh cac thanh
vién thanh 1ap Phai doan diéu tra su that vé
vi pham nhan quyén tai mién Nam Viét Nam.

- Phic trinh mang s6 hiéu A/5630 - 12 phtc trinh
vé két qua diéu tra ctia Phai doan Lién Hiép
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Quoéc tai Nam Viét Nam, hoan tat ngay 7-12-
1963.

- Bién ban Buodi hop Khoang dai thit 1280 cua
Dai Hoi déng LHQ, Phién hop thi 18, ngay 13-
12-1963, 1a van ban chinh thiic tuyén bé viéc
khong can thiét dua ra két luan cta Dai Hoi
Déng vi @61 tugng diéu tra 14 Chinh phu Diém
da sup do.

- Khdo luan in thanh sach “Mot Cao Uy Lién Hiép
Quoc vé Nhan Quyén” (A United Nations High
Commissioner For Human Rights) cua Gido
su Roger Stenson Clark, do Martinus Nijhoff
(Hoa Lan), xuat ban nam 1972.

Cac vén ban trén déu sé dudc trich dich va phan
tich chi tiét trong tap sach nay, dé mang dén cho doc
gid mot cai nhin sang té hon vé van dé dan 4p Phat
giao truée va trong nam 1963.

CUOC CHINH BIEN 1-11-1963

Piém quan trong trong cac tai liéu néi vé cudec
chinh bién 1-11-1963 la: Ai da khdéi xuéng va lap ké
hoach dao chanh? Dai stt Hoa Ky Henry Cabot Lodge,
¢6 quan tinh bao CIA cua My, hay chinh cac Tuéng
lanh duéi quyén 6ng Diém? Va liéu Phat gido c6 vai
tro gi trong cudc chinh bién nay hay khéng?

Theo dién vin 243 cua Thi Trudéng Ngoai
Giao George Ball gui 6ng Lodge ngay 24-8-1963,
Washington da chi thi cho Dai st Lodge phai gay ap
lIvc budc 6ng Diém gat bo 6ng ba Nhu ra khoi chinh
pht, nghia 14 van duy tri Chinh phta véi éng Diém
lam Téng Théng, va néu diéu nay khong duge thuc
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hién thi can hiéu 12 My déng ¥ mét “su thay thé” lanh
dao tai mién Nam.

Theo Ban Ghi Nhé do William P. Bundy' soan
ngay 30-7-1966 theo yéu ciu ctua Bill Moyers? thi vao
thoi diém truée dao chanh, My nhan thdy khéng thé
can néi cude dao chanh vén da manh nha ti truée
ngay 6ng Nhu ha lénh tdng t4n coéng céc chiia dém 20-
8-1963. Trung Ta DPé Khic Mai, Tham Muu Trudng
Khong Luc VNCH, da bay téo y dinh van dong mot
cubc 1at d6 nha Ngb; ¥ dinh nay duge ghi lai trong
dién van 165, dé ngay 11-6-1963, do Toa Dai St My
glii vé Bo Ngoai Giao; va theo Ban Ghi Nhé s6 118
dé ngay 16-9-1963, viét bsi Paul M. Kattenburg, Phé
Giam Doc Pong Nam A Su Vu tai Bo Ngoai Giao Hoa
Ky, thi da c6 it nhat 12 10 Am muu dao chanh khac,
van dong ti phia cac si quan cdp ta va nhiéu lanh
tu dang phai, ké ca nhiing céng su vién than tin cia
ong Diém. Trong nhiing nguci tham dy Am muu lat
d6 nha Ngb c¢6 cuu Pai st Tran Van Chuong, than
phu cua ba Ngbé Dinh Nhu. Ngoai ra Tuéng Lé Van
Kim ngay 23-8-1963, da gap Rufus Phillips, Giam
doc USOM Rural Affairs, va néi rang quan d6i VNCH
da s8n sang dao chanh dé 1at d6 ché& do nha Ngé vi d6
14 cach duy nhét dé giit 1ong dan - vi quan déi va dan
ching déu bat man tot do.

Nhu thé, qua cac tai liéu da giai mat, ngusi doc
¢6 thé thay rd rang cudc dio chanh 1-11-1963 nham

' William P. Bundy la si quan CIA, Phu T4 Ngoai Trudng vé Vién
Pong A Vu, cing 1a c6 van d6i ngoai cho cac Téng Thong
Kennedy va Johnson.

2 Truéng Phong Thong Tin clia Téng Théng Johnson.
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lat d6 ché d6 Ngb DPinh Diém khong khdi ngudn ti
xui giuc ctia bat ky ngoai nhan nao, ké ca tit Hoa Ky.
C6 thé néi, cudc dao chanh ngay 1-11-1963 1a mot
chuyén bién tdt y&u caa lich s, ma nhiing nguyén
nhén tiém 4n cling nhu déng luc thic diy né xét cho
cung déu dudc san sinh ti chinh sach cai tri do Chinh
pht Diém-Nhu ap dit 1én ngudi dan, trong d6 phan
quan trong nhit chinh 1a sy dan ap kéo dai dé1 véi
nguoi Phat ti, chiém hon 80% dan s6 vao lic dé. Va
nguoi dan Sai Gon da xac nhan diéu nay khong phai
bang bat ky mot vin ban hay phic trinh nao trén
gidy trang muc den, ma bing nhiing nu cudi rang rd
khi ho chiing kién su sup d6 ctia ché dd.

Trong sich nay, ching t6i kinh mdi quy doc gia
theo déi cac dién bién lich st qua nhiing vin ban mét
thoi tiing duge xem 1a t61 mat va chi danh riéng cho
cac cip lanh dao cao nhit cua dit nude, Viét Nam
ctiing nhu Hoa Ky. Chung t61 hy vong day sé 1a nhiing
thong tin khach quan va thuyét phuc nhat dé giap
quy doc gia tim hiéu sdu hon vé mot giai doan day
bién dong cuia dan toc véi rat nhiéu dau thuong mat
méat, nhung quan trong hon hét 13 hién van con tén
tai qua nhiéu nhiing cach hiéu va nhan thic sai 1am
vé giai doan lich st nay, khong ding that nhu da
tiing dién ra. Mong rang véi nd luc 14n nay cia nhiing
nguoi thuc hién tap sach, nhiing nhan thic va dinh
kién sai lam sé dugc xua tan.

Tran trong,
Tam Diéu

Truong Ban Bién Tap Thu Vién Hoa Sen
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CAC PIEN VAN TRAO POI
GIUA TOA TONG LANH SU HUE,
TOA PAI SU MY TAI SAI GON
VA BO NGOAI GIAO HOA KY
TAI WASHINGTON
VE BIEN CO PEM LE PHAT DAN 8-5-1963
TAI DAI PHAT THANH HUE

Loi dan

C6 ba bién cé cao diém cia phong trao tranh didu
Phat gido nidm 1963 - cai chét cua 8 Phat tu dém
8/5/1963 tai dai phat thanh Hué, cudc tu thiéu cua HT.
Quang Diic ngay 11/6/1963 tai Sai Gon va chién dich
“nuédc la” téng tan cong chua chién toan quéc dém 20
rang ngay 21/ 8/1963. Ba bién cé'lich sif quan trong nay
dan dén cudc khing hoang chinh tri tram trong kéo dai
ntia ndm va két thic béng cudc ddo chanh lat dé chinh
quyén cia Téng thong Ngé Dinh Diém. Dudi day la cac
dién van trao doi giita Toa Lanh Su My 6 Hué, Toa Pai
Sit Hoa Ky 6 Sai Gon, va B6 Ngoai Giao My ¢ thu do
Washington trong dém xay ra bién cé 8/5/1963 tai dai
phat thanh Hué. Piém quan trong trong bién c6 nay la
ai da bdn sing va ném Iuu dan vao dam dong trudc dai
phéat thanh dém 8/5/1963. Theo dién vin sé 4 bao céo
vé Washington, DAn vé duéi quyén Thiéu ta Phé Tinh
Truéng Ping Sy da né sing va ném Iuu dan (HO so s6
116). Tuy nhién, trong moét dién van khac 6ng Pai st
Nolting, sau khi héi kién véi TT Ngé Pinh Diém cho
biét 6ng Diém van cho ring Viét cong hodc thanh phan
bat dong chinh kién da ném luu dan vao dam déng. (H6
sd 56 131)
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112. DIEN VAN TU TOA LANH SU TAI HUE GUI VE BO
NGOAI GIAO HOA KY'

Hué, ngay 9 thang 5-1962 - Iiic 3 gio chiéu

Dién vian s6 4. Dai Lé Phat Dan tai Hué ngay
8 thang 5 da tré thanh mét cudc biéu tinh 16n & Dai
Phat Thanh Hué ti 8 gio to1 dén 11 gis 30 to1, gic dia
phuong. Vao lic 11 gic 45, khoang 3.000 ngudi tu tap
va bi canh gac bdi 8 xe thiét gidp, mot dai doi Dan ve,
mot dai doi thiéu quan sé cia Quan doi VNCH, xe boc
st ctia canh sat, va mot s6 sing carbine ban chi thién
dé giai tan dam d6ng, 6 rang khong hén loan nhung
lai ¢6 vé de doa duéi mat nha cAm quyén. Luu dan né
d thém dai phat thanh lam chét 4 tré em, mot phu nii.
Cac chuyén khac xay ra, c6 1& vi h6t hoang, 1am chét
thém 2 tré em va mot ngudi khong ro tudi. Tong cong
thuong vong dém nay la 8 ngudi chét va 4 bi thuong.

T Ngudn: Bd Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky. H6 so trung uong, POL 25 S
VIET. Mat. Xem xét tlic khdc. Nhan lac 8:33 gio sang. (Foreign
Relations of the United States, 1961-1963 Volume IlII, Vietnam,
January-August 1963, Document 112... - ND)

2 Lac 7 gio toi, Toa Dai Si My tai Sai Gon gUi ban Phuc trinh tha
nhi vu nay vé Washington, noi rang c6 7 ngudi chét va 7 nguoi
bi thuong. Toa Dai St ghi nhan rang linh VNCH c6 thé da ban
vao dam dong, nhUng hau hét thuong vong, theo Toa Bai St bao
cao, la t mot qud bom, mot loai luu dan sat thuong, “tor dam
dong quan chung ” Toa Dai St thay rang mdc du khong co dau
hiéu Viet cong lién heé t6i vu nay, VC ¢o thé du kién sé khai thac
cac cudc biéu tinh tuong lai. (Bién tin 1005 ti Sai Gon, ngay
9-5-1963; nguon nhu trén, SOC 14-1 S VIET). Thiét ha| trong
ngay 8-5-1063 tai Hué thuong dugc ghi 1a 9 nguoi chét va 14
ngudi bi thuong. (United States-Vietnam Relations, 1945-1967,
Sach 3, trang 5; Hilsman, To Move a Nation, tr. 468; Mecklin,
Mission in Torment, tr. 153) Trong mot IUGng dinh chi tiét vé
bi€u tinh ctia Phat tl tai Hué cac ngay 8-10 thang 5-1963, Lanh
Su Helble bao céo rang 7 nguoi chét trong dém 8-5, va mot
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112. TELEGRAM FROM THE CONSULATE AT HUE TO
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE'

Hue, May 9, 1963, 3 p. m.

4. Buddha Birthday Celebration Hue May 8 erupted
into large-scale demonstration at Hue Radio Station
between 2000 hours local and 2330 hours. At 2245
hours estimated 3,000 crowd assembled and guarded
by 8 armored cars, one Company CG, one Company
minus ARVN, police armored cars and some carbines
fired into air to disperse mob which apparently not unruly
but perhaps deemed menacing by authorities. Grenade
explosion on radio station porch killed four children, one
woman. Other incidents, possibly some resulting from
panic, claimed two more children plus one person age
unknown killed. Total casualties for evening 8 killed, 4
wounded. 2

' Source: Department of State, Central Files, POL 25 S VIET.
Secret; Operational Immediate. Received at 8:33 a. m.

2 At 7 p. m. the Embassy in Saigon sent a second report of the
incident to Washington, listing seven dead and seven injured.
The Embassy noted that Viethamese Government troops may
have fired into the crowd, but most of the casualties resulted, the
Embassy reported, from a bomb, a concussion grenade, or “from
general melee”. The Embassy observed that although there had
been no indication of Viet Cong activity in connection with
the incident, the Viet Cong could be expected to exploit future
demonstrations. (Telegram 1005 from Saigon, May 9; ibid. , SOC
14-1 S VIET) Subsequent accounts of the May 8 incident in Hue
have generally listed the casualties as nine killed and fourteen
wounded. (United States-Vietnam Relations, 1945-1967, Book
3, p- 5; Hilsman, To Move a Nation, p. 468; Mecklin, Mission
in Torment, p. 153) In a detailed assessment of the Buddhist
demonstrations in Hue May 8-10, Consul Helble reported
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Nguyén nhén phia sau ctia vu nay bit ngudn ti
ngay 7 thang 5, khi canh sat c6 thi hanh luat cAm treo
cd, trit quoc ky.! Canh sat da gap phai su déi khang
khép noi khi hang ngan 14 ¢d Phat giao da treo lén.
Theo yéu ciu cua canh sat, dém 7 thang 5, Tinh
Trudng [Nguyén Vian] Ping! rut lai lénh cdm. Sang
ngay 8 thang 5, mét cudc biéu tinh nd ra tai chua Tu
Dam vi thay Héi trudng [Hoi Phat gido Trung phan],
v6i su hién dién cta Phat ti Pang,i da doc dién vin
chi trich viéc chinh phi VNCH dan ap tu do ton gido
trong khi uu dai Thién Chia gido. Cac biéu ngii tuin
hanh chéng chinh phtt VNCH dugc giuong 1én. Cac
ban dich sé dude chuyén téi [Washington] ngay khi
chuén bi xong.

trong s6 bi thuong sau do da chét. Ong ghi nhan rang co théem
khodng 15 ngudi biéu tinh bi thuong, nhu‘ng thém rang con s6
chinh xac kho biét. Co 2 ngudi trong s6 bi giét la tré em, chét vi
bi xe thiét giap can chét. (Dién van A-20 to Hué, ngay 3 thang
6-1963; B6 Ngoai Giao, Central Files, SOC 14-1 S VIET)

' Luat han ché treo cd ton gido dua ra theo Nghi Binh 189/BNV/
NA/P5, hiéu luc ti ngay 12 thang 5-1958. Theo luat, ¢4 ton gido
c6 thé treo riéng & |1 hoi ton gido ¢ nai thd phugng hay nha riéng
véi su cho phép ctia chinh quyén dia phuong. Trong dién van
A-20, dan & chd thich 2 néu trén, Helbe ghi nhan rang luat nay
“chua bao gid dugc ton trong” cho t6i khi co nd luc thi hanh tai
Hué, hién nhién 1a do Iénh t Téng Thong Diém, vao ngay |é
Phat gido quan trong nhat trong ndm. (Bdn van quy dinh trong
Nghi Binh 189 nam trong ban van ban hanh bdi Thi Trudng Ba
Ndng ngay 8-4-1963, da dugc chuyén vé Washington trong phu
luc 6 clia dién van A-20.)

i Pién van viét tit 1a Dang, trong khi Tinh Trudng lac do 1a Nguyén
Van Bang, va Pho Tinh Trudng Noi An 1a Thiéu Ta Dang Sy -
chit Dang c6 thé dé gay nham lan gitia tén ong Tinh trudng va
ho clia 6ng Pho. - (Cha thich clia ngusi dich - ND)

i Co 18 mudn noi Tinh Trudng Nguyén Van Dang la Phat ti - (ND)
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Background this incident started May 7 when police
attempted enforce law that no flags other than Viet-
Namese to be flown.! Police apparently encountered
popular resistance to enforcement of law as thousands
Buddhist flags publicly displayed. At police request
evening May 7 Province Chief Dang reportedly rescinded
order. Morning May 8 demonstration at large Tu Dam
Pagoda resulted in speech by Chief Bonze in presence
Buddhist Dang criticizing GVN suppression freedom
religion, favoritism of Catholics. Parade banners during
day anti-GVN orientated. Translations of same will be
forwarded when available.

that seven people died on the evening of May 8, and one of
those injured subsequently died. He noted that approximately
15 additional demonstrators were injured, but added that
exact figures were difficult to determine. Two of those killed,
both children, died from being crushed by armored vehicles.
(Airgram A-20 from Hue, June 3; Department of State, Central
Files, SOC 14-1 S VIET)

' The law limiting the use of religious flags was established by
Decree 189/BNV/NA/P 5, which became effective on May
12, 1958. According to the law, religious sect flags could be
flown only on religious holidays at places of worship or private
homes with the permission of the local authorities. In airgram
A-20, cited in footnote 2 above, Helble noted that the law was
“never observed” until the attempt to enforce it, apparently
on orders from President Diem, at Hue on the most important
Buddhist holiday of the year. (The text of the regulations outlined
in Decree 189 is contained in a communique issued by the
Mayor of Danang on April 8, 1963, which was transmitted to
Washington as enclosure 6 to airgram A-20)
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Dém 8 thang 5, dam doéng tap hop 6 dai phat
thanh, noi Thugng toa Ho6i trudéng [Hoi Phat giao
Trung phan] theo du tinh sé& c6 bai dién van duge
phat séng. Gio chét, chinh quyén ti chéi khong cho
phép. Cac vi tang si 6 d6 kéu goi dan ching binh tinh.
Voi rong va lénh thic giuc giai tan cta Tinh Trudng
khong giai tan dude dam dong. Quan doi kéo dén va
ra lénh giai tan.

Cac tu si Phat gido kéu goi dting yén, ding chong
do6i. Phia chinh quyén néi 1 c6 mot s6 nguoi ném da
vao dai phat thanh, méc du ¢6 ddu hiéu cho thay noéi
thé khong didng. Réi ¢6 tiéng sing nd.

Luc 11 gio trua ngay 9 thang 5, Tinh Trudng néi
chuyén trudc khodng 800 ngusi biéu tinh tré, giai
thich rang phan tdng cta dam dong [lic d6] bi thic
d4y béi nhiing ké déi nghich kich dong nén quan doi
budc phai hanh dong dé gidi trat tu. Vi Thugng toa
Ho6i Trudng kéu goi dam dong giai tin ém thim va
nodp cac la co. Co tiéng mot s6 nguodi trong dam dong
ho6 khau hiéu “Pa dao Thién Chua gido”.

Lic d6, Hué yén tinh. Khéng thiy cé viéc dong
binh khac thudng va kiém sodt quin ching. Tuy
nhién, tinh hinh rat dao dong va cé tin cudc biéu tinh
cua Phat tii sé x4y ra vao chiéu ngay 9 thang 5. Phat
t rat phan nd. Cong déng ngudsi My duge canh bao
Tinh trang Khian C4p Bac 2, nhung khéng thdy de
doa nao cho nguci My lic nay.

Ky tén: Helble!

Nguobn: http://thientrithucvn.blogspot.com/20153/01/
no-o-hue-ngay-9thang-5-1963-nguon.html

i Tong Lanh Sy & Hué vao thoi diém do.
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Evening May 8 crowd gathered at radio station where
Head Bonze scheduled broadcast speech. Permission
refused at last minute by GVN. Bonzes on scene urged
people remain peaceful. GVN fire hoses and exhortations
of Province Chief unsuccessful in dispersing crowd.
Troops arrived and ordered dispersal.

Bonzes said stand still, do not fight, GVN claims some
threw rocks at radio station, although indications are
this not true. Firing then broke out.

1100 hours May 9, Province Chief addressed estimated
800 youth, demonstrators, explained crowd actions
spurred by oppositionist agitators had necessitated
troop action to maintain order. Head Bonze requested
crowd disperse peacefully and turn in flags. Some of
crowd heard chanting “down with Catholicism”.

At moment Hue quiet. Population controls and unusual
troop deployment not observed. However, situation
very fluid and reports of Buddhist demonstration to
occur afternoon May 9 flowing in. Buddhists very upset.
American community on Emergency Phase Il Alert but
no threat to Americans apparent at present.

Helble

Source: www. history.state.gov/
historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v03/d112
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115. DPIEN VAN TU BO NGOAI GIAO MY GUI TOI TOA
PAI SU MY O VIET NAM'

Tu Washington, ngay 9-5-1963
- Iic 3 gio 24 phiit chiéu

Dién van s6 1066. [Lién quan dén:] Dién vin s6

4 tir Hué gtti vé Bé Ngoai Giao.? - Toa Pai St dude
toan quyén hanh dong theo huéng khuyén cio 1a hay
thdc giuc chinh phit Nam VN diing dua ra céac bién
phap dan ap Phat td, hay bay té thuong cam va giip
chi phi tang 1& cho cac gia dinh nan nhan cuéc biéu
tinh, hay thuc hién b4t ky hanh vi thich hop nao dé
tai lap trat tu va quan hé than hiiu gitta cac nhom
ton giao.

Ky tén: Rusk!

-

Nguoén: Bo Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky, H6 So Trung Uong, SOC 14-1 S
VIET. Mat; Ttc khic gidi quyét. Soan thao bdi Heavner va thong
qua bdi Rice. GUi lai t6i Tu Iénh Quan lyc Hoa Ky vung Thai
Binh Duong, danh cho cac C8 van Chinh sach. (CINPAC la viét
tdt cia Commander-in-Chief, Pacific, Tu Lénh Quan Luc Hoa Ky
viing Thai Binh Duong; POLAD la viét tit ctia Policy Advisors,
C6 Van Chinh Sach - ND)

2 Hb s0s6 112.
i Ngoai Trudng Hoa Ky vao thai diém do. (ND)
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115. TELEGRAM FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE
TO THE EMBASSY IN VIETNAM'

Washington, May 9, 1963, 3:24 p. m.

1066. Hue 4 to Dept.2 At your discretion suggest you urge
GVN take no repressive measures against Buddhists,
offer sympathy and funeral expenses to families of
demonstration victims, make any other appropriate
gestures toward restoration of order and amity between
religious groups.

Rusk

Source: https://history.state.gov/
historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v03/d115

' Source: Department of State, Central Files, SOC 14-1 S VIET.
Secret; Operational Immediate. Drafted by Heavner and cleared
by Rice. Repeated to CINCPAC for POLAD.

2 Document 112.
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116. PIEN VAN TU LANH SU QUAN O HUE GUI VE BO
NGOAI GIAO HOA KY'

Hué, ngay 10 thang 5-1963 - Iiic 2 gio sang

Dién van s6 5. Sang s6m ngay 10 thang 5, Hué
yén tinh. Lénh gi6i nghiém ti 9 gio to1 da hiéu luc.
Ngay 9 thang 5, dam dong 3.000 ngudi tu tap trude dai
phat thanh ldc 5 gio chiéu, gid dia phuong. Vi Thugng
toa Hoi Trudng Hoi Phat gido Trung phan la Thich
Tri Quang kéu goi dan chiing giai tan 6n hoa. Thugng
toa htia sé t6 chiic hoi hop vao ngay sau. Yéu ciu caa
Thuogng toa duge tuan theo. Thugng toa Tri Quang dén
lic nay da co it nhat ba 1an chiing té kha nang diéu
hanh dugc tin d6. R6 rang 6ng dudc ton trong nhu mot
tang si doc 1ap, khong 1é thudc chinh quyén. Cac xe loa
di déng cua chinh phi VNCH chay quanh ducng pho
dém 9-5, kéu goi dan ching binh tinh, tranh tu tap noi
cong cong, ton trong lénh giéi nghiém.

Phong Trao Cach Mang Quéc Gia' bao trg cho mot
cudc tu tap dan ching lic 15:00 gio chiéu ngay 9 thang
5, dé 1én 4n “Viét cong khung bé trong dém 8 thang 5”
da khong dugdc dan ching tham du va [thé 1a] khong
thay c6 dién van nao. Theo bao cio, mot dam dong hau
hét 14 gidi tré da diéu hanh quanh mot phan c6 thanh
Hué trong nhiéu gio ti sang sé6m ngay 9 cho téi 4 gio,
hé khau hiéu da dao chinh pht éng Diém.

Theo tudng thuat thi cac biéu ngit Phat gido ngay
8-5 trudc d6 kéu goi binh ding toén gido. [Ho] phan

doi 1énh ha co tén gido, thic giuc sn sang hy sinh
cho chinh nghia Phat gido. Hinh anh do BPAO cua

' Ngudn: Bo Ngoai Giao, H6 so Trung uong, SOC 14-1 S VIET.
Mat; X ly tic khdc. Cing gti vé Saigon.

i National Revolutionary Movement, viét tit trong dién van la
NRM. (ND)
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116. TELEGRAM FROM THE CONSULATE AT HUE TO
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE'

Hue, May 10, 1963, 2 a. m.

5. Early AM May 10 Hue quiet. 9 PM curfew now in effect.
May 9 crowd of 3,000 gathered radio station 1700 hours
local. Chief Bonze Central Vietham Tri Quang called on
people disperse quietly. He promised call meeting later
date. His request obeyed. Quang has now demonstrated
on at least three occasions his ability handle his
followers. He apparently respected as independent,
non-GVN Bonze. GVN mobile loudspeakers roamed
streets evening May 9 calling on population stay calm,
avoid public assemblies, respect curfew.

NRM sponsored public meeting at 1500 hours May 9 for
purpose condemnation “Viet Cong terrorist act evening
May 8” drew no audience whatsoever and speeches
never came off. Large group mostly youths, reported to
have marched around old citadel part of Hue several
hours early 9th until 0400 hours chanting down with
Diem government.

Theme Buddhist banners May 8 reported earlier called
for equality of religion. Protested order take religious

' Source: Department of State, Central Files, SOC 14-1 S VIET.
Secret; Operational Immediate. Also sent to Saigon.
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Cd quan Théng tin Hoa Ky (USIS) chuyén dén c6 noi
dung phu hgp.|

Cé tin Thugng toa Thich Tri Quang kéu goi tat
ca Phat ti mién Trung VN néu c6 thé hay dén Hué
vao ngay 10 thang 5 dé tham du tang 18 tap thé cac
nan nhan chét ngay 8 thang 5. C6 tin Thuogng toa
cling da yéu cdu Phat ti xudng dudng § tat ca cac
tinh. Vao trua ngay 8 thang 5, trudc cudc tham sat,
¢6 tin Thugng toa da gti dién van dén Téng Thong
Diém va té chiic Phat gido & Rangoon dé phan d6i
lénh c&m treo co. Lénh nay c6é tén 1a Nghi Dinh S6
10" ban hanh bdi Bo Noi Vu Sai Gon hdi nam ngoai.

Tiéu doan linh dit ngudi Nung da t6i Hué ngay 9
thang 5. Tat ca chiing c¢é cho thay khi cac chién binh
VNCH trong dém mong 8 ti chéi 1énh dan ap dam
dong, [thi] luc lugng Dan vé duédi quyén Thiéu Ta Phé
Tinh Trudng Piang Sy da né stng. Pén ldc nay thi
khéng nghi ngo gi nitia, chinh mét ngudi trong nhém
nay da ném luyu dan. Tinh Trudng [Nguyén Vin]

' Pang ra la Nghi Dinh 189. Xem ghi cht 3 ctia hd so 112. Dy
S6 10, diéu trg thanh van dé trung tam trong khiing hodng Phat
gido, nguyén ban hanh bdi Hoang D& Bao Pai § Vichy, Phap
Qudc, ngay 6 thang 8-1950. Qua su dién dich bdi chinh quyén
Diém, luat nay chi phdi hoat dong ctia Phat gido, cling nhu
cac dang phai chinh tri, hdi nghé nghiép, va hoi thé thao. Tuy
nhién, luat nay da trao cho “mot vi thé dac biét sé dugc mo ta
sau gianh cho cac hoi truyén giao Cong Gido va Tin Lanh va cho
cac bang hoi Hoa Kiéu. ” (Ban van, xin doc & Journal officiel de
la République du Viet-Nam, S6 34, ngay 26 thang 8-1950, cac
trang 434-437; bdn Anh dich, dugc bé tac bdi Sac Lénh S6 6,
ngay 3 thang 4-1954, in lam ban bé sung Annex XV to U. N.
doc. A/5630, ngay 7 thang 12, 1963.)

Dién van s& 4 (H6 so s6 112) trudc do noi rang cac biéu ngi co
ndi dung chong chinh phit VNCH. Boan nay c6 noi dung dinh
chinh. (ND)
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flags down, urged no refusal sacrifice for Buddhist
cause. USIS BPAO forwarding photographs same.

Bonze Quang has reportedly called upon all Buddhist
followers in Central Vietham who can come to Hue
May 10 do so for mass funeral victims evening May 8.
Reportedly he also has ordered meetings of Buddhists in
all provinces. At noon May 8, prior killings, he reportedly
sent telegrams to President Diem and Buddhist
organization Rangoon protesting order take down flags.
This order here known as Decree Number 10" issued
by Minister Interior Saigon last year.

Nung battalion paratroops arrived Hue May 9. All
evidence indicates ARVN present incident evening
8th refused take action against population, CG under
Deputy Province Chief Major Sy unit which fired. Little
question now that one of these threw grenade. Province
Chief Dang apparently has gained stature during

' The correct reference is to Decree 189; see footnote 3, Document
112. Decree 10, which became a central issue in the Buddhist
crisis, was issued by Emperor Bao Dai at Vichy, France on
August 6, 1950. It established regulations governing the creation
and functioning of associations in Vietnam. As interpreted by
the Diem government, the law governed the functioning of the
Buddhist religion, as well as political parties, trade unions, and
sports associations. The law provided, however, that “a special
status shall be prescribed later for Catholic and Protestant
missions and for Chinese congregations”. (For text, see Journal
officiel de la Republique du Viet-Nam, No. 34, August 26,
1950, pp. 434-437; the English language text, as amended by
Ordinance No. 6 of April 3, 1954, is printed as Annex XV to U.
N. doe. A/5630, December 7, 1963.)
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Ping c6 vé nhu duge thém uy tin qua cic dién bién
nay, con Ping Sy dang bi xem 14 ké x4u. Em trai cua
Téng théng, 6ng Ngbo Dinh Cén, theo tudng thuat la
da dudc thong bao diy dt moi dién bién, nhung khong
biét rd dude 6ng ta nghi gi trude tinh hinh nay.

L& tang tap thé vao ngay 10 thang 5 c6 16 sé dién
ra 6n hoa, méc di Viét cong da c6 da thoi gian dé phan
tng va c6 thé sé cd tim cach kich dong mét diéu gi d6
ngay sau 1& tang, mot su kién rat c6 thé sé dudgc nhiéu
ngan nguoi tham du. Cac céng s6 6 Hué da nhan 1énh
tt chinh quyén viung duyén hai Trung Phan phai tic
truc 24/24 dé “dé phong su xdm nhap cua Viét cong”
va ludn trong tinh trang s&n sang vii khi tac chién.
Tinh hinh c6 thé sé x4u di.

[TAm trang] ngucoi dan phai néi la dang cing
thdng. Su kéo dai va ting thém cuong do khung
hoang 1a khac thuong xét theo ban tinh néi chung
thuong thu dong cua nguosi Viét Nam dé1 véi cac cude
biéu tinh céng khai. Ngudi dan dudng nhu chiu tac
dong rat manh ti bai dién vin ctia thay [Hoi trudng]
vao budi sang ngay 8 véi cAu “dd dén lic phai ddu
tranh”. Tuy rang tit ng “ddu tranh” c6 thé la cudng
diéu héa, nhung ngusi dan duong nhu qua that cé su
khao khat mong dgi mot bién ¢6 nao d6 sau nhiing
nim dai nhiéu bt man cta ngudi Phat ti. Biéu ngi
cua sinh vién sang ngay 9 ghi rang: “Hay giét chiing
to1 di!” Nhiing nguoi xudng duong bay té6 mong mudn
manh liét cho ca thé giéi déu biét vé vu tham sat ngay
8-5. Mic du chinh phi VNCH quy trach nhiém cho
Viét cong, ngudi dan ching ai tin vao diéu nay.

Ky tén: Helble
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developments, Sy being considered villain. Brother
of President, Ngo Dinh Can, reportedly informed of
all developments, but not clear as to his feelings re
situation.

Mass funeral May 10 probably will be peaceful, although
VC have had sufficient time to react and may attempt
touch off something following funerals which likely be
attended by thousands. Government offices in Hue
ordered now by government delegate CVN lowlands to
have all personnel remain in office 24 hours a day to
“prevent VC infiltration” and have available all possible
weapons. May aggravate situation.

Population must be judged as tense. Duration and
intensity of crisis unusual in view generally passive
nature Vietnamese in terms public demonstrations.
People seem to have taken seriously Bonze speech
morning 8th “now is time to fight”. While word fight
perhaps overemphatic, desire of people seems to be
to have some sort of showdown following years of
frustration for Buddhists. Student banner morning 9th
“‘please Kill us”. Man on street expressing great desire
for world to know of killings on 8th. While GVN line is VC
responsible, no credibility this among population.

Helble

Source: https://history.state.gov/
historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v03/d116
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118. BAN TUYEN NGON CUA PHAT GIAO VIET NAM'

Hué ngay 10 thang 5 nim 1963

Pa ti nhiéu ngan nam, ting ni va tin d6 Phat gido
trén thé giéi cling nhu trong nuéc van trung thanh
v6i ton chi: Tu bi, Vi Tha va Nhu That cua Duc tu
phu Thich Ca Mau Ni. Do d6, Phat gido dén dau déu
dem lai mot khong khi an lanh & dé. Diéu ay lich st
da chiing minh mot cach rd rang. Du vay, da ti nhiéu
nam nay Phat gido d6 bi khtng b6, dan ap khap noi,
ching t6i van nhan nhuc, duong nhién khong phai
hén yéu ma vi § thiic dudc nhiing ndi dau khé, tang
téc ciia hoan canh dan toc ta hién tai. Nhung dau dén
thay, mot s6 nguoi da lgi dung quyén hanh gay ra
khong biét bao nhiéu tang téc d6i véi ting ni va tin
do Phat giao khép nuée, d6i xtt mot cach bat cong véi
mot ton gido c6 hang nghin nam lich st cia dan toc.

' Ngudn: Bd Ngoai Giao, Hb so Trung uong, POL 13-6 S VIET.
Chua phan loai; Ban dich. Bugc chuyén vé trong hd so phu
dinh A clia dién van A-781 gui ti Sai Gon, ngay 10 thang 6.
Mot ban dich hai khac biét clia tuyén ngon nay da dugc chuyén
vé trong phu kién s6 5 cla dién van A-20 gli t Hué, ngay 3
thang 6. (Ibid., SOC 14-1 S VIET) Tuyén ngbn nay dugc cong bo
trong mot cudc hop mé rong clia Tang Ni va Phat t tai chtia Tu
Pam, Hué, vao ngay 10 thang 5. Nam yéu cau dugc dua ra trong
tuyén bo nay sau do dugc néu ro trong mot s6 van ban dé cap
dén viéc gidi quyét cudc khiing hodng Phat gido va dugc chuyén
dén chinh pht cia 6ng Diém vao ngay 13 thang 5. (Tham chiéu
Hilsman, To Move a Nation, trang 469; Mecklin, Mission in
Torment, trang 154)
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118. MANIFESTO OF VIETNAMESE BUDDHIST CLERGY
AND FAITHFUL'

Hue, May 10, 1963.

For many thousands of years the Buddhist clergy and
faithful throughout the world as well as within the country
have been loyal to the principles of benevolence,
altruism and honesty espoused by Buddha. Because of
this, Buddhism has gradually evolved an atmosphere of
tranquillity. History has clearly proven this point. Thus,
for many years Buddhists have been terrorized and
repressed everywhere. Because of our conscience,
we are still resigned, although not cowardly so, in
the face of the suffering and mourning of our present
national circumstances. But our sorrow has been taken
advantage of by the authorities to cause untold mourning
among the Buddhist clergy and faithful in the country.
Buddhism has been condemned in a manner unjust to
a religion which has existed in the country for thousands
of years. From these actions we can perceive the bad
intention of the authorities. They even have smashed

' Source: Department of State, Central Files, POL 13-6 S VIET.
Unclassified; Translation. Transmitted as attachment A to airgram
A-781 from Saigon, June 10. A slightly variant translation of this
manifesto was transmitted as enclosure 5 to airgram A-20 from
Hue, June 3. (Ibid. , SOC 14-1 S VIET) The manifesto was issued
at a mass meeting of Buddhist clergy and faithful at Tu Dam
Pagoda in Hue on May 10. The five demands put forward in this
declaration are those which have been described in some of
the memoir accounts dealing with the Buddhist crisis as having
been addressed to the Diem government on May 13. (Hilsman,
To Move a Nation, p. 469; Mecklin, Mission in Torment, p. 154)
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Tu hanh dong nay dén hanh déng khac, tham chi da
cha dap lén quyén 1gi thiéng liéng nhat ciia Phat giao
do6: Co Phat gido quéc té& bi triét ha. Quyét dinh nay
da trai hién phap va ngang nhién vi pham quyén tu
do tin ngudng. Trudc nhitng hanh dong bat cong do,
bt budc tang ni va tin 6 khip trong nudec ching to6i
phai ding day tranh dau cho ly tuéng cua minh.

Su kién xay ra 3 ngay nay chinh 1a phan 4nh tinh
than d6. Mau da chay, nhan mang da bi hy sinh, mét
l1an niia, ching téi cuong quyét dé dat nhiing nguyén
vong duéi day lén chinh pht, yéu cau thuc thi 5 diém:

1. Yéu cau chinh phu Viét Nam Céng Hoa thu hoi
vinh vién cong dién triét gido ky cia phat giso.

2. Yéu cau Phat gido phai dugc huéng moét ché do
ddc biét nhu cac Héi Truyén Gido Thién Chua
da duoc ghi trong Pao du s6'10."

3. Yéu cAdu Chinh phii chdm dit tinh trang bit bd,
khing bé'tin d6 Phat giao.

4. Yéu cau cho Ting ni, tin do Phat gido dugc tu
do truyén dao va hanh dao.

5. Yéu cau Chinh phti dén béi mot cach xing dang
cho nhiing ké bi chét oan vé téi va ké chu muu
giét hai phai dén téi ding miic.

Nhiing diéu trén day la nhiing nguyén vong toi
thiéu va thiét tha nh&t cta toan thé ting ni va tin d6
Phat gido trong ca nuéc. Ching t6i sdn sang hy sinh

! Xem ghi cht s6 2, ho so 116.
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the most sacred symbol of the Buddhists by taking down
the International Buddhist flag. This decision is contrary
to the Constitution and brazenly violates the freedom of
religious worship. In the face of these unjust actions, the
monks and faithful throughout our country must rise up
and struggle for their ideals.

The incident which occurred three days ago really
affected morale. Blood flowed and human lives were
once again sacrificed, so we are now determined to
place our hopes before the government and to request
the following points:

1. To request that the Government of the Republic
of Vietnam permanently retract the official cable
repressing the Buddhist religious flag.

2. To request that Buddhists be allowed to enjoy a

special regime such as that allowed to Catholics
according to Decree 10."

3. To request the government to stop arrests and
terrorization of Buddhist followers.

4. To request that Buddhist bonzes and faithful be
allowed freedom to preach and observe their
religion.

5. To request that the government make worthwhile
compensation for those innocent persons who
were killed, and mete out proper punishment to
the instigators of the murders.

The points mentioned above express the most ardent
hopes of Buddhist bonzes and followers in the entire
country. We are prepared to make sacrifices until such

1 See footnote 2, Document 116.
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cho dén khi nao nhiing nguyén vong hdp 1y trén dudge
thuc hién.'

Phat lich 2507

Ngay 10 thang 5 nam 1963.

Hoa thuong Tuong Van
Hpi Chu Téng Hoi Phat gido Viét nam
Thuong toa Mat Nguyén
Ban Tri su Gido hoi Téang-gia Trung phan
Thuong toa Mat Hién
Ban Tri su Giao hoi Tang-gia Thiua Thién

Thuong toa Tri Quang

Ban Tri su Héi Phat gido Trung phan

Thuong toa Thién Siéu
Ban Tri su Tinh Héi Phat gido Thira Thiént

' Vao ngay 13 thang 5, mot dai dién cGa Chinh phd Diém da
c6 cudc gap véi mot phai doan lanh dao Phat giao dé xem xét
nhiing yéu cau dugc vach ra trong Tuyén bg ngay 10 thang 5.
Quan chic chinh pht nay cho rang hau hét cic méi lo ngai
clia Phat tif déu la vo can cd, nhung cling néi rang chinh pht sé
xem xét dén nhiing diéu do. Tuy nhién, 6ng ta cling noi thém
rang, Tuyén bo clia Phat giao dua ra c6 ngdn tii qua dang va co
vé nhu mot t6i hau thu. Ong ta cho rdng phuong cach nhu nhu
thé& 1a sai lam. Bién ban cudc thdo luan gitia quan chic Chinh
pht Viét Nam khong ré tén nay va phai doan Phat gido da dugc
chuyén vé trong phu kién s6 1 clia dién van A-20 gli di i Hug.
Vao ngay 15 thang 5, mot phai doan cac lanh dao Phat gido
da dé dat cac yéu cau clia Phat i [én Téng thong Diém, tron
mot cudc gap mat voi ong ta tai Dinh Téng thong 6 Sai Gon. Vé
tuong thuat noi dung cudc hop nay, xem ho so s 129.

i TGc Hoa thugng Tinh Khiét. (ND)

i Noi dung dién van c6 su nham 1an khong phan biét dugc hai t6
chtic Tinh hoi Phat giao Thiia Thién va Giao hoi Tang-gia Thtia
Thién nén ghi giong nhau. Toan bd ndi dung van ban dugc ching
t6i trich lai ttr ngudn van ban tiéng Viét, ban dich sang tiéng Anh
trong dién van co doi chd khong hoan toan chinh xac. (ND)
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time as the reasonable aspirations mentioned above
are realized.!

Buddhist Year 2307
Hue, 10 May 1963
Bonze Tuong Van
President, Vietnam General Association of Buddhists
Bonze Mat Nguyen
Board of Directors of the Central Vietham Bonze Association
Bonze Mat Hien
Board of Directors of the Thua Thien Bonze
Association
Bonze Tri Quang
Board of Directors of the Central Vietham Buddhist Association
Bonze Thien Sieu
Board of Directors of the Thua Thien Bonze Association

Source: https://history.state.gov/
historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v03/d118

' On May 13 a representative of the Diem government met in Hue
with a delegation of Buddhist leaders to consider the demands
outlined in the May 10 declaration. The government official
suggested that most of the Buddhist concerns were groundless,
but indicated that the government would consider them. He
added, however, that the Buddhist declaration was extreme in
language and appeared to be an ultimatum. Such an approach,
he indicated, was a mistake. A memorandum of the discussion
between an unnamed Vietnamese Government official and the
Buddhist delegation was transmitted as enclosure 1 to airgram
A-20 from Hue. On May 15 a delegation of Buddhist leaders
took up the Buddhist demands with President Diem in a meeting
with him at the Presidential Palace in Saigon. For a report of that
meeting, see Document 129.

i Pieén van ghi nham 1a 2307, ding ra la 2507.
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131.DIEN VAN TU TOA PAI SU MY O VIET NAM GUI VE
BO NGOAI GIAO HOA KY'

Sai Gon, ngay 22 thang ndm 1963,
Iic 2 gio chiéu
Dién van s6 1050. [Lién quan dén:] Tu lénh
Quan Iuc Thai Binh Duong, danh cho ciac C6 van
Chinh sach. Pién van s6 11177 tir B6 Ngoai giao. -
Trong cudc hop v61 6ng Diém vao ngay 18 thang Nam,
ong ay da danh khoang hai gio cho nhiing cau hoi vé
Phat gido. T6i da tim cach gy an tudng véi 6ng Ay vé
sy can thiét phai c¢6 thém hanh dong tit Chinh phu
Viét Nam va dic biét dé nghi éng tuyén bé cong khai
va/hodc b nhiém mot iy ban theo noi dung Pién vin
6 1038° tit Toa Pai stt. Ong Diém da khong cam két
gi vé chuyén ty ban nay va néu quan diém riing mét
tuyén b6 cong khai nhu thé can dudc hoén lai cho dén
khi moi ngudi c6 du thdi gian dé hiéu ré dude nhiéu
tuyén bé khac nhau da dugc dua ra, dic biét 1a tai
cudc hop bao dudc t6 chiic bdi cac 1anh dao Phat gido
sau cudc hop véi dng 4y.

Tu nhiing nhan xét mé rong cua 6ng Diém, toi
thay kha rd rang 6ng 4y tin rang (a) bién c6 ¢ Hué
da dugc kich dong bdi cac lanh dao Phat gido, (b) céac
truong hop ti vong 1a do mot trai hay nhiéu trai luu
dan ném bdéi VC hoidc nhiing thanh phan bat déng
chinh kién va khong phai do Chinh phu Viét Nam,

" Ngudn: Bo Ngoai giao, cac tap tin Trung uong, SOC 14-1 S VIET.
Bi mat; uu tién. Lap di lap lai CINCPAC. (Foreign Relations of
the United States, 1961-1963 Volume Ill, Vietnam, January-
August 1963, Document 131. - ND)

2 Xem cha thich 3, ho so 129.
3 Ho sg 129.
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131. TELEGRAM FROM THE EMBASSY IN VIETNAM TO
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE'

Saigon, May 22, 1963, 2 p. m.

1050. CINCPAC for POLAD. Deptel 1117.2 During
meeting with Diem May 18, he devoted about two hours
to Buddhist questions. | sought to impress on him need
for further GVN action and specifically suggested public
declaration by him and/or appointment commission
along lines Embtel 1038.3 Diem was non-committal re
commission and took position that declaration should be
deferred until people had had time to reflect on various
statements which have been made, particularly at press
conference held by Buddhist leaders following meeting
with him.

From Diem’s extensive remarks to me, it was quite clear
that he is convinced that (a) Hue incident was provoked
by Buddhist leaders, (b) deaths were caused by grenade
or grenades thrown by VC or other dissidents and not
by GVN, and (c) certain Buddhist leaders are seeking to

' Source: Department of State, Central Files, SOC 14-1 S VIET.
Secret; Priori-ty. Repeated to CINCPAC.

2 See footnote 3, Document 129.
3 Document 129.
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va (c) mot s6 nha lanh dao Phat gido nao d6 dang tim
cach st dung bién c¢6 Hué nay nhu la phuong tién
nang cao vi tri cia minh trong phong trao Phat gido
tranh diu. Cuéi cung, Diém duong nhu cam thay
rang toan bd su viéc nay it nghiém trong hon la chiing
ta nghi. T6i da noi, toi hy vong dng 4y da khong danh
gia thap mic d6 nghiém trong ctia tinh hinh, va rang
nhiing thong tin cia ching ta 12 nhiing dit kién that
va thai do cua dan ching hoan toan khéc véi 6ng 4y.

Lién quan dén dé nghi cta Bdu Hoi,' viéc thiét
lap mot co quan chinh quyén cap bd lo cho cac van dé
ton gido co 18 1a diéu tot. Tuy nhién, téi khong thay
ridng day 1a thoi diém thuan loi dé dé xuit, va toi
thanh that nghi rang, du 1a ldc nao thi dé nghi nay
cling sé c6 nhiéu kha niang dugc chap thuan hon néu
duge nguci Viét Nam dua ra thay vi nguci My. Ching
to1 sé tao diéu kién nay khi c6 co hoi thich hop.

Nolting!

' Trong bic dién vin s6 1117 gli dén Sai Gon, Bd Ngoai giao
cling luu y rang, trong chuyén tham hién tai dén Washington,
Dai st Bliu Hoi da bay td y tudng rang chinh pht Diém nén bd
nhiém mot quan chic cap ndi cac chiu trach nhiém vé cac van
dé ton gido. Blu Hoi cho rang Pai st Nolting co thé chuyén y
tudng nay dén vei Diém.

" Pai stt My tai Viét Nam vao thoi diém do.
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use Hue affair as means of enhancing their own positions
within Buddhist movement. Finally, Diem appears to feel
that whole affair is far less serious matter than we do.
| said | hoped he had not underestimated seriousness
of situation; that our information re facts and attitude of
people was considerably different from his.

With regard to Buu Hoi’s suggestion,’ there might be
merit in creation of Cabinet-level post for religious affairs.
| do not feel, however, that this is propitious moment to
propose it, and | frankly think that at any time, proposal
would have far better chance of acceptance if made by
Vietnamese rather than American. We will work toward
this at suitable opportunity.

Nolting

Source: https://history.state.gov/
historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v03/d131

' In telegram 1117 to Saigon, the Department of State also noted
that, during his current visit to Washington, Ambassador Buu
Hoi had expressed the idea that the Diem government should
appoint a cabinet level official responsible for religious affairs.
Buu Hoi suggested that Ambassador Nolting might take up the
idea with Diem.
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CIA BAO CAO TONG THONG MY
VE CUQC THAM SAT HUE 1963

BAN PHUC TRINH
Tinh Bao Trung Uong
(Central Intelligence Bulletin)

United States of America
Phuc trinh ngay 11 thang 5 nam 1963
Da duyét b&i Bo Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky
Chép thuan giai mat ngay 17 thang 4 nam 2003
Tén hoé so: CIA-RDP79T00975A007000150001-7.pdf

LOI DAN

Chi may ngay sau cudc tham sat 6 Dai phat thanh
Hué (8-3-1963), ban Phic trinh nay da dugc Sé Tinh
Bao Trung Uong Hoa Ky trinh 1én cic cap cao nhit
trong chinh phtt My - trong dé c6 Tong Thong, Phé
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Téng Théng, nhiéu By Trudng trong Nbi cac chinh
pht, va cic cap cao nhat vé quoc phong va tinh bao.
Danh sach cic ndi nhan cé6 ghi ndi trang ap chét ho
sd PDF nay.

Ban Phitc trinh tinh b4o nay thuoc loai t61 mat
(Top Secret), va sau khi dudc giai mat, trong noi dung
vAn con mot trang va mot sd cau bi xda tring dé gii
bi mat. Cac chd chua gidi mat trong hé so PDF nay
c6 ghi ma s6 k& bén 1a 25X1, dé biét 1a c6 nhiing chi
dugc x6a trang.

Hb6 so gbm 6 phan, méi phan mot trang: phan 1
néi vé Haiti, phan 2 vé Lao Qudc, phan 3 vé Nam
Viét Nam, phan 4 con x6a tring, phan 5 vé Indonesia;
phan 6 1a Ghi chd vé Lién Bang S6 Viét, Argentina
va Peru.

Noi day sé dich riéng phan vé Viét Nam, trong dé
ghi rang, khi giai tan dam dong 3.000 Phat tu, trach
nhiém tham sat tai Dai Phat Thanh Hué la do 3 luc
Iugng: canh sat, dan vé va quan doi.

Hb so CIA noi day ciing néi: chinh sach ctia chinh
phu 6ng Diém 1la thién vi Thién Chda gido, nhung
Phat ti trudc dén gio van ling 1& chiu dung, cho t6i
khi x4y ra bién dong Hué.

Kém theo ban dich sé 14 anh chup trang 3 hé so,
ttic phan c6 noi dung dude dich. Nguyén ban Anh ngit
ciing duge trinh bay song song dé tién d6i chiéu. Tua
dé “CIA Béo Cao Tong Théng My Vé Cudc Tham Sat
Hué 1963”14 clia ngudi dich ghi vao, dé khéi nham
v6i cac ho so CIA khac da dich. Ban Viét dich cua Cu
Si Nguyén Giac.
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[PHUC TRINH NGAY 11-5-1963 VE] NAM VIET NAM

Mot sy bung phat thai @6 chéng chinh phu trong
cac Phat ti 6 thanh ph6 Hué vao ngay 8 thang 5 nam
1963 c6 thé din dén cac hau qua nghiém trong.

Phat ti chiém khoang 80% dan s6, nhung truée
day it bay t6 bat méan d61 véi chinh sach thién vi
Thién Chida gido ctia chinh phti 6ng Diém. B4t 6n tai
Hué hién nhién khéi 1én tit moét 1énh cta chinh quyén
- sau d6 da bi huy bd - ngin cdm treo c6 Phat gido
trong 1& hoi mung Phat Pan.

Mot dién gia Phat gido da lam s6i suc dam déng
nhiéu nguoi khi 1én an chinh quyén dan ap tu do
ton gido,! va mot s6 ngudi bidu tinh da trung 1én cac
biéu ngit chéng 6ng Diém va chong Thién Chia gido.
Nhiing nd luc cia canh sat, dan vé, va quan doi khi
giai tan dam dong khoang 3.000 nguci 6 Dai phat
thanh da lam chét it nhat 7 ngudi.

Céac su kién tiép theo c6 thé phat trién do tac dong
tir 161 kéu goi cta cac 1lanh dao Phat gido vé viéc biéu
tinh ing ho 6 cac tinh khac va do viéc chinh quyén
Hué thuc hién cac bién phap an ninh chat ché hon.
C6 tin 12 mot s6 nhéom Phat tii va nhiing ngusi dan
toc cht nghia chéng chinh pht da c6 k& hoach sé cong
b6 nhiing tAm anh chup dude trong cudc hén loan, dic
biét 1a 6 cac quoc gia Phat gido khac.

 Trong dién van s6 4 (H6 so 112) dé cap dén bai noi chuyén nay
cla Thugng toa Hoi trudng Thich Tri Quang tai chua T4 BDam
vao sang ngay 8 thang 5.

60

CIA BAO CAO TONG THONG MY VE cUOC THAM SAT HUE 1963

SOUTH VIETNAM

An outburst of antigovernment sentiment among
Buddhists in the major northern city of Hue on 8 May
could have serious repercussions.

Buddhists comprise about 80 percent of the population,
but there has previously been little manifestation of their
resentment against the Catholic orientation of Diem’s
government. The trouble in Hue apparently arose over
a government order - later rescinded - which would
have prevented the display of Buddhist flags during the
celebration of Buddha'’s birthday.

A Buddhist spokesman aroused crowds by charging
the government with suppressing religious freedom,
and some demonstrators carried anti-Diem and anti-
Catholic banners. The efforts of police, Civil Guardsmen,
and army troops to disperse a crowd of about 3,000 at
the radio station resulted in the death of at least seven
persons.

Further incidents could develop as a result of the call
by Buddhist leaders for sympathy demonstrations in
other provinces and of heightened security measures
taken by the government in Hue. Some Buddhist circles
and other antigovernment nationalists reportedly plan
to publicize photographs taken during the disturbance,
particularly in other Buddhist countries.
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South Vietnam: An outburst of antigovernment
sentiment among Buddhists in the major northern
city of Hué on 8 May could have serious repercus-
sions.

Buddhists comprise about 80 percent of the pop-
ulation, but there has previously been little mani-
festation of their resentment against the Catholic
orientation of Diem's government. The trouble in
Hué apparently arose over a government order--
later rescinded--which would have prevented the
display of Buddhist flags during the celebration of
Buddha's birthday.

A Buddhist spokesman aroused crowds by charg-
ing the government with suppressing religious free-
dom, and some demonstrators carried anti-Diem
and anti-Catholic banners. The efforts of police,
Civil Guardsmen, and army troops to disperse a
crowd of about 3,000 at the radio station resulted
in the death of at least seven persons.

Further incidents could develop as a result of
the call by Buddhist leaders for sympathy demon-
strations in other provinces and of heightened se-
urity measures taken by the government in Hué.
éome Buddhist circles and other antigovernment na- 25X1
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Tam Diéu
Loi dan:

Lé Phat Dan nam 2013 la ky niém ding 50 nim
xay ra cudc van dong cia Phat gido 1963, bat diu d
Hué vdéi cai chét clia 8 Phat tit dém 8/5/1963 tai Dai
phéat thanh, réi cudc tu thiéu ciia HT. Thich Quang
Diic ngay 11/6/1963 tai Sai Gon va chién dich “nuéc
li” téng tdn cong chua chién toan quéc dém 20 rang
ngay 21/ 8/1963. Ba bién c6 lich st quan trong cua
phong trao Phat gido tranh ddu nay dan dén cudc
khiing hoang chinh tri tram trong kéo dai niia nim
va két thiic bing cudc ddo chanh lat do chinh quyén
cia Téng thong Ngé Pinh Diém.

Bai viét duti ddy ké lai dién tién su kién lich st
xay ra ngay 3/6/1963 tai Hué, truéec ngay Hoa Thuong
Thich Quang Dic vi phap thiéu than, theo cac dién
van béo cdo cua Toa Pai St My da duge bach héa.

*kkx

Sau bién c6 dAm mau xay ra tai dai phat thanh
Hué vao budi t61 ngay 1& Phat Pan 8/5/1963, khép céc
ndi tai mién Nam Viét Nam, ti Sai Gon dén Quang
Tri, chu Tang ni hudng ting 161 kéu goi ctia Hoa thugng
Thich Tinh Khiét da dong loat tuyét thuc tai chua 48
tiéng dong hd ké tit 2 git chidu ngay 30/5/1963 dé cau
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nguyén cho nhiing ngudi da ti nan va doi héi quyén
binh d4ng tén gido. Trong khi 6, quan chung Phat ti
tai gia ciing déng loat xudng dudng biéu tinh khip noi
dé ing ho chu Téng ni.

Riéng tai thanh pho Hué, vao lic 1 gio chiéu ngay
3 thang 6 nam 1963, khoang 500 thanh nién, sinh
vién va hoc sinh Phat ti 4 biéu tinh ngdi trude tru sé
Toa Pai biéu Chanh phta Trung Nguyén Trung Phan,
do61 dién truée mot doi quan dong ddo 300 ngudi, bao
gdom canh sat da chién, linh nhay du va biét kich
quan, trang bi sung 6ng, ludi 1é va lyu dan cay ding
dan chao. Bén chinh quyén, qua loa phéng thanh cho
biét 14 trong dam dong ngudi biéu tinh c6 tra tron cac
phan ti Viét cong dang gy khich dong va yéu cau tat
ca giai tan.'

Khi dam déng biéu tinh dap tra lai, ciing qua loa
phéng thanh cam tay, goi nhiing ngudi linh 14 “nhiing
ké giét ngudi ngu xuan”, thé 1a ca ddéi quan lap tic
rap ludi 1& vao sting va deo m#t na phong hoi doc roi
dong loat bén luu dan cay vao dam déng. Pong bao la
hét vang troi. Mot s6 ngudi biéu tinh bd chay, trong
khi nhiing ngudi khac vn ngdi yén cau nguyén. Mot
vi lanh dao Phat gido (Thugng toa Thich Tri Thu) kéu
goi d6éng bao hay trd vé nha hay vé chua Tu Pam dé
duge diéu tri y t& cho ngudi bi hoi cay. That may man
1a khong c6 ai chét hoac bi thuong.?

' Tham chiéu: Foreign Relations of the United States (FRUS), 1961-
1963 Volume llI, Vietnam, January-August 1963, Document
144, PP. 343-344. (https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/
frus1961-63v03/pg_343)

2 Tham chiéu: Foreign Relations of the United States (FRUS), 1961-
1963 Volume llI, Vietnam, January-August 1963, Document
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QUANG CANH TAI BAI PHAT THANH HUE NGAY 8/5/1963

Poan ngudi biéu tinh thao chay vé huéng chua T
Dam, nhung khi t6i Bén Ngu thi bi chin lai lai bdi
day thép gai. Ho ngdi xép biang ngay trén mait dudng
va tiép tuc cAu nguyén. Lic nay (3 gid chiéu) dan
ching khép néo dudng thanh phd tu tap vé day hop
cung doan biéu tinh, déng dén 1500 ngudi. Mot cude

144, PP. 343-344. (https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/
frus1961-63v03/pg_343) va FRUS, 1961-1963 1ll, Document
146, PP. 346-347 (https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/
frus1961-63v03/pg_346)
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d6i dau xay ra khi doan ngudi biéu tinh ¢6 ging vugt
qua hang rao kém gai bang qua cau Bén Ngu. Nhiéu
dgt phéng hoi cay ciia d6i quan chéng biéu tinh va doi
quan khuyén (ch6 nghiép vu) tdn cong nhim giai tan
dam déng, nhung déu that bai. Mot quan chiic chinh
phu diing trén xe van tai, st dung loa phéng thanh
kéu goi quan ching Phat ti, ma phan déng 14 hoc
sinh trung hoc va sinh vién dai hoc, giai tan. Loi kéu
goi dugc dap tra lai bing nhiing tiéng la hét khi ngudi
phat ngén chinh phu d6 13i cho tinh trang b4t én nay
1a do Viét cong giy nén.!

Sau mét thoi gian dai bé téc, vao khoang 6 gic 30
chiéu, doi quan hén hogp chong bao dong deo mit na
quyét dinh giai tan doan biéu tinh bing cach phun
mot loai chat 16ng mau dé nau lén trén diau nhiing
ngudi biéu tinh dang ngdi cAu nguyén. Dan ching la
hét, chay tt tung, ngudi thi 6m dau quan quai, ké
thi nga guc, giay dép vit ngén ngang. Két qua khong
c6 nguoi chét, nhung c6 67 Phat ti phai nhap vién
vi thuong tich héa hoc véi cac triéu chiing bao gbm
phéng rop nghiém trong trén da va cac bénh vé duong
ho6 hap.?2 Poan biéu tinh da kich liét phan d6i viéc st
dung cac khi doc va viéc nay da tré thanh mot tham
hoa cho 6ng Ng6 Dinh Diém trong quan hé véi cong
ching va véi My.2

' Tham chiéu: FRUS, 1961-1963 Ill, Document 146, PP. 346-
347 (https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-
63v03/pg_346)

2 Tham chiéu: FRUS, 1961-1963 1ll, Document 146, PP. 346-
347 (https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-
63v03/pg_346)

3 Tham chiéu: Jones, Howard (2003). Death of a Generation:
how the assassinations of Diem and JFK prolonged the Vietnam

66

TAN CONG HOA HOC G HUE

Pén ntta dém, tinh trang cing thing lén cao do.
Lénh giéi nghiém va thiét quan luat cua Dai ta Db
Cao Tri duge ban hanh va doc nhiéu lan trén dai phat
thanh. Tin ttc lan truyén rang c6 3 ngudi da chét
va phéng vién Newsweek cho hay canh sat da trién
khai sing phéng khi blister gas vao dam dong biéu
tinh. B4o cdo trich dan ngudn tin dang tin cay ti vin
phong C6 van Ngo Dinh Can cho biét 6ng Diém khong
thoa hiép va da lap ké hoach cho mot thach thic bang
quan su' chéng lai cac Phat tt.2 Tham ta lanh su My
John Helble, thuong trid 6 Hué, trong mot bao cao vé
Toa Pai St ¢ Sai Gon néi rang quan do6i Nam Viét
Nam d& st dung hoi cay va “c6 thé 1a mot loai khi gay
mun nudc ngoai da” & giai tan doan ngudi biéu tinh
ctia Phat gigo.® Helble béo céo réng chét nay, méc du
chua dugc xac dinh, da ddy lén méi lo ngai cia Bo
Ngoai giao My rang khi doc da dude st dung, vi cac
triéu chiing khong phu hgp véi tiéu chuén hoi cay.*

War. New York City, New York: Oxford University Press. ISBN:
978-0195052862, trang 261-262 & 263-264.

' Nguyén van: a military showdown.

2 Tham chiéu: FRUS, 1961-1963 Ill, Document 146, PP. 346-347
(https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v03/
pg_346) va Jones, Howard (2003). Death of a Generation: how
the assassinations of Diem and JFK prolonged the Vietham War.
New York City, New York: Oxford University Press. ISBN: 978-
0195052862, trang 261-262 & 263-264.

3 Tham chiéu: FRUS, 1961-1963 IlIl, Document 147, PP. 348
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v03/
pg_348

4 Tham chiéu: Jones, Howard (2003). Death of a Generation:
how the assassinations of Diem and JFK Prolonged the Vietnam
War. New York City, New York: Oxford University Press. ISBN:
978-0195052862, trang 261-262 & 263-264.
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Sau khi nhan dudc cic bao céo, Ngoai truéng My
Dean Rusk da hai 14n chi thi 6ng William Trueheart,
ngudi xu 1y thuong vu Dai St My 6 Sai Gon “yéu cau
6ng Diém nén hoa giai véi Phat gido va bao cao ré hon
vé khéi héa hoc dd sit dung dé dan ap Phat ti”. Dién
van cta 6ng Rusk néi thém: “Ong Diém nén dich than
ra Hué gép cac nha lanh dao Phat gido, néi chuyén
véi ho va rit quan doi ra khoi Hué, thay thé bing
luc lugng Canh sat. Chuyén 6ng Quang (Thich Tri
Quang) va cac nha lanh dao Phat gido khong thuc
14 Viét cong. Chinh quyén Viét Nam can phai tranh
nhiing sai lAm trong viéc xac dinh mét cach ty dong
nhiing ngudi biéu tinh va cac nha lanh dao cta ho la
Viét cong, néu muén thanh coéng trong nd luc kiém
soat tinh hinh”."

Ong Trueheart dén pht Téng théng giap ong
Nguyén Pinh Thuan, B¢ trudéng Pht Téng théng kiém
An ninh Quéc phong, vao trua ngay 4/6/1963. Ong
Trueheart cho éng Thuan biét 14 cac triéu chiing cua
cac nan nhan phu hgp véi nhiing khi mu tat va hoi
da yéu t6 dé Hoa Ky t6 cao ché do VNCH thuc hién
cac cude tan cong hoa hoc.? Sau budi hop, ong Nguyén
Dinh Thuin déng ¥ md cudc diéu tra vé viéc quan
ddi st dung v khi héa hoc dan 4p ngudi biéu tinh do
Tuéng Tran Van Don diang dau. ny ban nay cing bao

' Tham chiéu: FRUS, 1961-1963 IIl, Document 147, PP. 348
(https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v03/
pg_348)

2 Tham chiéu: FRUS, 1961-1963 1ll, Document 149, PP. 349-351
(https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v03/
d149) va Hammer, Ellen J. (1987). A Death in November:
America in Vietham, 1963. New York City, New York: E. P.
Dutton. ISBN: 978-0195052862, trang 136.
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gom Quan Y trudng va Trung ta Liém Trudng ban
Quan Dung, thudc cdp ciia 6ng Thuan.'

Khac véicht truong mém mong ctia Pai st Nolting
dang tam nghi phép, Trueheart canh cio chinh quyén
Diém ring My c6 thé ngung vién trg néu chinh quyén
con tiép tuc dan ap Phat gido.?2 Ong Thuan cho 6ng
Trueheart biét Hoi dong Bo trudng chinh phu da dé
nghi thanh lap mét Uy Ban Lién Bo dé ctiu xét cac doi
hdi ciia Phat gido nhu éng Trueheart yéu cau ti ngay
1/6/1963, va éng Diém da chap thuan.?

Nhung khoang 5 git chiéu ciing ngay, Bo Tu lénh
Quan vién My tai Viét Nam xin y kién 6ng Trueheart
vé viéc Bo Téng Tham Muu Quan doi yéu cau My
gitp khong van 300 canh sat tit Viing Tau ra Hué dé
dap tdt cac cudc bibu tinh tai day. Ong Trueheart da
tit choi.?

Két qua cudc diéu tra cua tudéng Dén sau d6 dude
bao cao vé Washington vao ngay 06/06/1963 cho biét
hoi cay dudc st dung trong 6ng thuy tinh 1a thanh
phan hoa 16ng sé bién thanh khi khi st dung. Hoi
cay nay lay tit kho vii khi ¢t con luu lai cua ngudi
Phap. Vao ngay 18/6/1963, cic nha hoa hoc cua quan
do1 My tai Edgewood Arsenal, Maryland, xac nhan tu

' Tham chiéu: FRUS, 1961-1963 11, Document 151, PP. 352-353
(https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v03/
d151)

2 Nguyén van: U. S. support for GVN could not be maintained in
face of bloody repressive action at Hue.

3 Tham chiéu: FRUS, 1961-1963 Ill, Document 149, PP. 349-351
(https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v03/
d149) vaFRUS, 1961-1963 Ill, Document 151, PP. 352-353 (https://
history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v03/d151)

4 Tham chiéu: FRUS, 1961-1963 Ill, Document 150, PP. 351-352
(https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v03/d150)

69



HO SO MAT 1963 - Tif cac nguon tai liéu cia chinh pha My

mau cung cip rang chat khi dugc st dung 1a mot loai
hoi cay ting dudc st dung bdi nguoi Phap trong Thé
chién thi nhat.

Loi Két

Nim muoi nadm tréi qua, mot thoi gian du dai
dé ching ta nhin lai lich st. Ching ta da thiy ring
chinh quyén cta Téng théng Ngo Dinh Diém da khong
gidi quyét khung hoang bang phuong phap hoa binh
ma dung giai phap vii luc bang cach dem binh si tdn
cong, phong toa cac chuia chién, bit cac nha su va cac
dai dién cta dang phai, dan ap nhiing ngudi dan biéu
tinh v6 t0i v6i ca vt khi héa hoc do quan doi Phap dé
lai va quy toi cho ho ¢6 lién hé véi Cong san. Cac hanh
dong nay khong nhiing khong lam ém diu dugc tinh
hinh ma con lam khing hoang di dén bung né, tu lam
mat su ung ho ctia quan ching va cta cac quic gia
trén thé gidi.

' Tham chiéu: FRUS, 1961-1963 Ill, Document 151, PP. 352-353
(https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v03/
d151) va Jones, Howard (2003). Death of a Generation: how
the assassinations of Diem and JFK prolonged the Vietnam War.
New York City, New York: Oxford University Press. ISBN: 978-
0195052862, trang 261-262 & 263-264.
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TONG TAN CONG CAC CHUA
PEM 20-8-1963

VA CAC HE QUA

Lo&i dan

N6i dung phin nay cén ct theo H6 so mat cua Bo
Quéc Phong Hoa Ky vé cudc chién Viét Nam, dudc
giai mat ti ngay 13-6-2011.

Van ban tiéng Anh ching t6i st dung dugc 14y tu
trang nha caa Pai Hoc Mount Holyoke College.'

The Pentagon Papers (H6 So Ngii Giac Dai) 14 tén
goi tdt mot hd so t6i mat cia B Quéc Phong Hoa Ky
vé cudc chién Viét Nam. Theo Wikipedia, hé so nay
tén chinh thic la “United States - Vietnam Relations,
1945-1967: A Study Prepared by the Department of
Defense” (Quan Hé My-Viét, 1945-1967: Nghién Cau
cua Bo Qudc Phong).

H6 s6 nay dudc giai mat va phé bién coéng khai tir
nam 2011. Ching téi chi chuyén dich va st dung mét
phan noi dung lién quan chi khong phai toan van ho
SO.

No6i dung phin nay sé cho biét vé tinh hinh dién
bién sau khi 6ng Ngoé Dinh Nhu chi huy Luc Lugng

' https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/pentagon2/pent7.htm
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Dic Biét va canh sat da chién tong tan coéng cac chiia
dém 20-8 rang ngay 21-8-1963, bt giam hon 1.400
Tang Ni Phat tu.

A A . A N , A R A A
Mot s6 ghi nhan vé cac no1 dung noi bat trong ho

sd nay nhu sau:

72

e My bat man vi 6ng Diém khoéng hoa giai véi
Phat gido, va tran téng tdn coéng cac chua da
xé bo ban Thong Ciao Chung 16-6-1963 mang
chit ky Hoa Thugng Thich Tinh Khiét va Téng
Théng Ngo Dinh Diém.

* Quan doi VNCH b4t méan vi bi dan ching d6 t6i
tan cong cac chua, trong khi thuc t&€ quan doi
khong biét gi vé viéc 6ng Ng6 Dinh Nhu ra lénh
cho Dai T4 Lé Quang Tung dan Luc Lugng Dic
Biét b4t ngo tan cong cic chua.

e Tu ¥ cac tudng lanh, dau tién 14 Tuéng Lé Vin
Kim, cu thé do ¥ ngusi M§ vé nhu cau loai tri
ong ba Nhu ra khoi chinh phu. Tuéng Kim
néi quan doi khéng muén bi dan ching d6 toi
la dan 4p Phat gido va néi quan doi sn sang
doan két dé ddo chanh.

¢ Bo Trudng Nguyén Dinh Thuin va Chanh Van
Phong Phu Téng Théng V6 Vian Hai déu néi véi
M5 14 cin loai 6ng ba Nhu ra khéi chinh phu.

® B6 Trudng Ngoai Giao Vii Vin MAu tu chiic
Ngoai Trudng, va cao ddu nhu mét nha su dé
phan déi tdn cong chua.

¢ Than phuba Nhu la Luat su Tran Van Chuong
tl chiic Dai stt VN 6 Hoa Ky, than mau ba Nhu
la ba Than Thi Nam Tran tt chic Quan sat

CHIEN DICH TONG TAN CONG CAC CHUA DEM 20-8-1963 VA CAC HE QUA

vién VNCH ¢ Lién Hiép Qudc dé phan dsi ché
do6 6ng Diém.

e Sinh vién va hoc sinh tir dé nhat c4p trd 1én da
biéu tinh, xuéng dudng déng dao, phan déi ché
do 6ng Diém.

e Ong Cabot Lodge t6i VN, nhan chtic Dai st My
tai VN, tién hanh ké& hoach theo déi va ing ho
cac tuéng lanh Viét Nam dao chanh, muén git
ong Diém trong khi loai trtt 6ng ba Nhu.

e Phat gido hoan toan diing ngoai cac k& hoach
dao chanh; trong khi ca ngan vi su bi giam, mot
s6 vi lanh dao thoat dudc, trong d6 Thay Thich
Tri Quang vao duge Toa Pai Stt My dé ty nan.

DPoc gia c6 thé doi chidu véi nguyén ban Anh ngii

dugc trinh bay song song. Ban Viét dich cua Cu si
Nguyén Giac.
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HO SO NGU GIAC PAI
AN BAN GRAVEL' - TAP 2, CHUONG 4:
“SU SUP DO CUA CHE PO NGO PiNH DIEM”
TU THANG 5 DEN THANG 11 NAM 1963
TRANG 201 - 276

PHAN 2, TRANG 232 - 276

lll. CABOT LODGE CHONG NGO PINH DIEM: TU NGAY
20 THANG 8 DEN NGAY 2 THANG 10

A c =X - V4 ~ - ~ ~ ~ 2

Khéng lau sau thoi diém ntta dém ngay 21-8, viia
sau ngay sau khi Dai st Hoa Ky Frederick Nolting
buc doc roi Viét Nam, 6ng Nhu da dap tan bat ky ao
vong con s6t lai ndo vé mot phuong cach hoa giai cia
chinh pht 6ng Diém véi ngudi Phat tl, va cting phan
boi 16i cam két cua 6ng Diém véi Nolting khi 6ng dai
st nay rdi Viét Nam, bang viéc t6 chiic mot tran tong
tan cong cac ngodi chua Phat gido. Tai Sai Gon, Hué
va cac thanh phd ven bién khac, d6i quan xung kich
riéng ctuia ché d6 - Luc Luong Diac Biét do Hoa Ky
huan luyén - va canh sat di chién da xo6ng vao cac
ngdi chiia va bat hang tram vi su, va nhu thé da pha
hty chinh sdch Hoa Ky va ghi ddu diém khéi dau su
c4o chung ctua ché d6 6ng Diém.

Vao ngay 18-8, mudi tudéng lanh cao cidp da hop
v6i nhau va quyét dinh sé yéu cau é6ng Diém tuyén bo

" Hb so nay c6 nhiéu dn ban da dugc luu hanh. An ban Gravel
(Gravel Edition), goi theo tén ngudi chi truong thuc hién la
Mike Gravel, dugc Noam Chomsky va Howard Zinn bién tap

74

CHIEN DICH TONG TAN CONG CAC CHUA DEM 20-8-1963 VA CAC HE QUA

THE PENTAGON PAPERS GRAVEL EDITION VOLUME
2 CHAPTER 4, “THE OVERTHROW OF NGO DINH
DIEM, MAY-NOVEMBER, 1963, ” PP. 201-276.

SECTION 2, PP. 232-276

lIl. LODGE VS. DIEM: AUGUST 20-OCTOBER 2

A. THE PAGODA RAIDS AND REPERCUSSIONS

Shortly after midnight on August 21, six days after
Nolting’s frustrated departure, Nhu, shattering any
remaining illusions about the GVN'’s conciliatory
approach to the Buddhists, and betraying Diem’s
parting pledge to Nolting, staged a general assault on
Buddhist pagodas. In Saigon, Hue, and other coastal
cities, the regime’s private shock troops-the U. S.
-trained Special Forces-and the combat police invaded
the pagodas and arrested hundreds of Buddhist monks,
effectively destroying an American policy and marking
the beginning of the end of the Diem regime.

On August 18, ten senior generals had met and decided
that they would ask Diem for a declaration of martial law
to permit them to return Buddhist monks from outside

va thém cac cha gidi, dong thoi kem theo mot phu luc gom céac
bai phan tich vé nguyén nhan va dién tién cla cudc chién tranh
Viét Nam, cling do Chomsky and Zinn bién tap. Do do, day dugc
xem la &n ban day di nhat.
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thiét quan luat dé cho phép ho dua cac vi su tit ngoai
6 Sai Gon trd vé lai tinh va chua riéng cta ho, véi hy
vong giam cang thing & thu d6. Trong nhiing tuéng
du budi hop c6 Tuéng Ton That Pinh, Tu Lénh Biét
Khu Thua D6 va 1a Tu Lénh Quan Khu 3, va Tudng
Huynh Vin Cao, Tu Lénh Quan Khu 4. C4 hai tuéng
nay dugc gifi cac chiic vu d6 vi trung thanh véi ché do.
Cé6 18 mot trong hai, hodc ca hai vi tuéng nay da bao
cao két qua budi hop 1én 6ng Diém va Nhu.

Nhung du sao thi 6ng Nhu ciing dad quyét dinh
x6a s6 su chéng doi cia Phat gido va muén dat Hoa
Ky vao chuyén da réi khi tan Dai st M§ Henry Cabot
Lodge dén. Ong tin 1a My s& phai buc doc ch4p nhan,
nhu ho di luén lam thé trong qua khi. Chiéu ngay
20-8, 6ng Nhu gip mot s6 it tuéng lanh, trong dé cé
cac tuéng Tran Vian Don, Tran Thién Khiém va Tén
That Dinh, nhiing ngusi da dé nghi thiét quan luat
v6i 6ng. Véi k& hoach tan cong cac chua da [bi mat]
chuéin bi xong, 6ng Nhu bao cac tuéng nay hay dé
nghi 1énh thiét quan luat 1én 6ng Diém. Sau d6, trong
budi hop ngay trong dém 4y, 6ng Diém chép thuan k&
hoach ctia cac tuéng lanh, va vao ntia dém sic lénh
ban hanh véi chii ky ctia Tuéng Pén, Téng Tham Muu
Trudng Quan ddi. Trong khi cic tuéng 1anh hoan toan
khong biét gi thi truéc d6 6ng Nhu da c6é 1énh cho
Luc Lugng Diac Biét cia Dai T4 Lé Quang Tung va
canh sat da chién. Mot khi 1énh thiét quan luat dang
c6 hiéu luc, quan doi sé do dé bi quy trach vé nhiing
vu can quét. Khi 4y, Nhu ra lénh xuat tran va chién
dich t&n cong chuia bit dau. D& d4y xa hon viéc lam
cho quan d6i bi lién luy, mot s6 canh sat da chién con
méc quan phuc linh nhay du. Cac chua bi luc soat,
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Saigon to their own provinces and pagodas, hopefully
reducing tensions in the capital. Among those in
attendance at the meeting were General Ton That Dinh,
military governor of Saigon and commander of Ill Corps
suirounding it, and General Huynh Van Cao, IV Corps
commander, both of whom owed their positions to their
loyalty to the regime. Either or both of them probably
reported the outcome of this meeting to Diem and Nhu.

In any case, Nhu had decided to eliminate the
Buddhist opposition, and to confront the U. S. with a
fait accompli on Lodge’s arrival; he assumed the U. S.
would protestingly acquiesce, as it always had in the
past. On the afternoon of the 20th, Nhu met with a small
group of generals, including Don, Khiem, and Dinh who
presented the martial law proposal to him. Nhu, his own
plans for the raids now far advanced, told them to take
their proposal to Diem. At a meeting later that evening,
Diem acquiesced in the generals’ plan and at midnight
the decree was published under the signature of General
Don, Chief of the Joint General Staff. Meanwhile,
unbeknown to the generals, Nhu had already alerted
Colonel Tung’s Special Forces and the combat police.
Once the facade of martial law was in place, so the army
would be blamed for the raids, Nhu gave the word and the
crackdown began. To further implicate the army, some
of the combat police wore paratroop uniforms. Pagodas
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quiy pha tai tit ca cic thanh pho 16n 6 Nam VN, va
hon 1400 ngudi cia Phat gido da bi bat, cha yéu la
cac vi su. Trong tran tan céng vao Chua Xa Lgi ¢ Sai
Gon, c6 khoang 30 vi su bi thuong, va nhiéu vi sau
dé duge xem nhu mat tich; s6 thuong vong chinh xac
chua bao gi duge xac dinh. Ong Diém da ch&p thuan
lénh thiét quan luat ma khéng tham khao noi cac cua
ong, nhung van khéong rd 14 éng c6 biét va chap thuan
ké& hoach t&n cong cac chiia cia dng Nhu hay khong.
Pang chu y 1a sau d6 6ng Diém ctng khong bao gic
tim céach tach biét ban than ong véi 6ng Nhu hay 1a
v6i su kién tdn cong cic chua.

Trong khi sic 1énh thiét quan luat cho Tuéng Pon
quyén chi huy tat ca binh ching, thi trong thuc té&
Tuéng Dinh va Dai T4 Tung da nhan 1énh truc tiép ti
Dinh Téng Théng. Do vay, khi nhiing tran tin céng
chua dién ra, Tuéng Don & vian phong Tham Muu
Trudng khong biét gi ca. Trong cudc néi chuyén kéo
dai hom 23-8 v6i mét vién chiic tinh bao CIA,! Tuéng
Po6n néi rang 1énh thiét quan luat chi 1a giai doan dau
trong mot ké& hoach 16n hon cta cac tuéng lanh. Tuy
nhién, ho bi bat ngé vi nhiing tran tdn cong vao cac
chua va vi viéc Tuéng Pinh nhanh chéng kiém soét
dugc dia phuong Sai Gon theo thiét quan luat.

Khi chuén bi k& hoach tdn cong cac chua, 6ng Nhu
da cuc ky can trong, khéng dé 16 ra 16i nao cho céc
nhan vién ngoai giao Hoa Ky (méc du phia Phat ti va
truyén thong Hoa Ky truéc dé da cé tin ro ri ti nhiing
ngudn tin riéng caa ho). Vao budi sang sau vu tan
cong, Richardson, trudng phong CIA va la dan su Hoa

i Nguyén tac diung CAS, viét tit clia Saigon Office of the U.S.
Central Intelligence Agency (Van phong CIA tai Sai Gon).
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were ransacked in all the major South Vietnamese
cities, and over 1400 Buddhists, primarily monks, were
arrested. In the raid on Xa Loi pagoda in Saigon about
thirty monks were wounded or injured, and several
were subsequently listed as missing; exact casualties
were never established. Diem had approved the martial
law decree without consulting his cabinet, but it was
never established whether he knew of and approved
Nhu’s plans for the pagoda raids. Significantly, he never
subsequently sought to dissociate himself from Nhu or
the raids.

While the martial law decree gave General Don command
of all troops, in fact, General Dinh and Colonel Tung
took their orders directly from the palace. Thus, when
the raids came, General Don was at JGS unaware. In
a long discussion on August 23 with a CAS officer, he
suggested that the martial law decree was only phase
one of a larger Generals’ plot. They were thrown off
balance, however, by the raids and by General Dinh’s

rapid assumption of local control of martial law in Saigon.

In planning the raids, Nhu had been extremely careful
not to have word leak to the U. S. mission (although
the Buddhists and the U. S. press corps had been
tipped off by their own informants). On the morning after

79



HO SO MAT 1963 - Tif cac nguon tai liéu cia chinh pha My

Ky cao c&p ¢ Sai Gon, néi rd va nhdn manh véi phong
vién Halberstam' réang 6ng khong hé biét truée tran
tan cong chua. D& ¢o 1ap thém phia Hoa Ky trong viée
lugng dinh chinh x4c khi chién dich tién hanh, éng
Nhu da cho cit dudng day dién thoai é Toa Pai St My
cling nhu 6 nha cua tat ca cac vién chiic My cao cap
ngay sau khi chién dich bt dau. N6 luc caa Nhu da
c6 hiéu qua nhu 6ng muoén. Phai nhiéu ngay sau do,
cac vién chiic ngoai giao My tai Sai Gon va cac vién
chiic ¢ thu @6 Washington mdéi c¢6 thé lién két duge
cac su kién da xay ra. Tai Washington, Harrimani' va
Michael Forrestal, mot thanh vién trong bap tham
muu cia McGeorge Bundyiii tai Toa Bach Oc, soan
thao mot ban tuyén bo dé Bo Ngoai Giao sé phd bién
vao ldc 9 gio 30 sing hom sau. Ban vén 1én an tran
tan cong cac chua 1a “su vi pham truc tiép ctia chinh
pht VN d6i v6i nhiing cam két theo dudi chinh sach
hoa giai v6i nguoi Phat ti”. Nhung cac bao cao tinh
b4ao diu tién cua phia My, dua vao thong tin ti éng
Nhu, d4a cho réng quan d6i chiu trach nhiém vé nhiing
vu tdn cong nay, va xem viéc xay ra trung hop véi
lénh thiét quan luat vé ban ch4t 124 mot muu toan ctia
quan doi. Trong vian ban ngay 21-8-1963 gti 1én Bo
Trudng Quoc Phong Hoa Ky, Giam Déc S6 Quan Bao
DIA, Tuéng Carroll, da viét: “Mic du hanh dong cua
quan dbi dugc cho 1a theo lénh Téng Théng, nhung
vé ¢d ban cac tudng lanh hén nhién phai ndm toan
quyén kiém soat.”

i Phong vién clia bao New York Times.

i Vao ltc do la Tha Trudng Bd Ngoai Giao My phu trach Chinh
Tri Vu.

i C6 Van An Ninh Quéoc Gia Hoa Ky.
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the attack, Richardson, the CIA chief and the senior
American civilian in Saigon, emphatically denied to
Halberstam any foreknowledge of the plan. To further
isolate the U. S. from an accurate assessment during the
operation, Nhu had the telephone lines to the Embassy
and the homes of all senior U. S. personnel cut shortly
after the raids got under way. His efforts had the desired
effect. It was several days before the U. S. mission in
Saigon and officials in Washington could piece together
what happened. In Washington, Harriman and Michael
Forrestal, a member of McGeorge Bundy’s staff at the
White House, drafted a stiff public statement that was
released by the State Department at 9:30 the following
morning. It deplored the raids as “a direct violation by
the Viethamese Government of assurances that it was
pursuing a policy of reconciliation with the Buddhists.”
But the first U. S. intelligence reports, based on
information from Nhu, accepted army responsibility for
the raids, and treated their coincidence with the martial
law decree as, in effect, a military coup. In an August
21 memorandum for the Secretary of Defense, the
Director of DIA, General Carroll, wrote, “Although the
military moves are based on an alleged presidential
proclamation, the military leaders have, in effect,
assumed full control. ”
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Khi tran tan cong xay ra, Lodge,’ Nolting' va
Roger Hilsman, Phu ta Ngoai trudng vé Vién Déng,
dang hop nhau é Honolulu. Lodge ttic khic dugc 1énh
t6i Sai Gon. Sau khi tam diing 6 Tokyo, Lodge dén Sai
Gon lic 9 gio 30 t6i 22-8, trong bau khéong khi cing
thing va va mi md thong tin vé phia My. Cho doi 6ng
12 mot dién van tu Hilsman yéu cau thong tin rd rang
vé tinh hinh. Liéu c6 phai quan ddi d& nim quyén
va ong Diém chi con 1a hu vi? Hay 6ng Diém da cung
c6 dugc vi tri qua viéc triéu tap quan doi? Hay ong
ba Nhu da thuc su ndm toan quyén? Trong vong 24
gio dong ho, Lodge gtii mot dién vén tra 16i so khdi:
Khong c6 dao chanh, nhung c6 vé nhu 6ng ba Nhu
cling khong hé suy gidm quyén luc, méac du van chua
that r6 rang nhitng thé luc ndo nidm quyén diéu hanh.

Cung ngay dé,1 nhiing biéu hién dau tién ti phia
cac tuéng lanh VN duge dua ra dé x4c dinh xem liéu
phia Hoa Ky sé phan ting nhu thé nao véi mot cude dao
chanh quan sy. Tuéng Don, vi Tu Lénh cac luc lugng
quan doi theo hiéu luc ctia 1énh thiét quan luat, da cé
mot cudc noéi chuyén dai va lan man vé nhiéu chu dé
v61 mot vién chic CIA.Y Truée tién 6ng vach ro vai tro
thuc su cia quin ddi trong cac sy kién ngay 20 va 21
thang 8, va chit van tai sao ngudi M§ dd trach nhiém
cho quan doi trong chién dich t4n cong vao cac chua:

i Ngudi sé la tan Dai st My.

i Cyu Bai st My.

i Téc 1a ngay 23 thang 8. Theo Dién van s6 265 (FRUS, 1961-
1963 111, Document 275) do CAS gli vé cho Tinh bao Trung
uong Hoa Ky (CIA), thi cudc gap da kéo dai khodng 3 ti€ng dong
hd. Noi dung Dién van dugc st dung trong tai liéu nay.

¥ Nguyén ban dung CAS dé chi van phong CIA tai Sai Gon.
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When the raids occurred, Lodge, Nolting, and Roger
Hilsman, the Assistant Secretary of State for the Far
East, had been conferring in Honolulu. Lodge was
immediately instructed to proceed to Saigon. After a
brief stop in Tokyo, Lodge touched down in Saigon at
9:30 p. m. on August 22, in an atmosphere charged
with tension and official U.S. confusion. Awaiting him
was a cable from Hilsman asking for a clarification of
the situation. Had the military taken over and retained
Diem as a figurehead; had Diem strengthened his own
position by calling in the military; or were the Nhus really
calling the shots? Within twenty-four hours, Lodge had
sent a preliminary reply: there had been no coup, but
there seemed also to be no diminution in the roles of
the Nhus, although the power roles within the regime
were unclear.

That same day, the first military feelers had been put out
from the Vietnamese generals to determine what the U.
S. reaction would be to a military coup. General Don,
the commander of the armed forces under the martial
law decree, had a long, rambling conversation with a
CAS officer. He first outlined the true role the army had
played in the events of August 20-21 and then inquired
why the U. S. had blamed the army for the raids on the
pagodas:
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Chinh Tuéng Doén da nghe cong ludn Viét Nam
quy trach quan doi trong viéc tan céng cic ngdi
chua. Ong néi rang chinh pht My ¢6 161 vé su ngé
nhan dé vi dai VOA loan tin rang quan déi VNCH
tan coéng cac chua. Pon chat van tai sao dai VOA
khéng noi rang Luc Luong Péc Biét ctia Pai Ta
Tung va canh sat da thuc hién viéc nay? Tuéng
Dén tin rdng nhu vay sé gidp ich cho quéan doi
trong thoi diém nay. Tudng Pén néi, nguoi My
nén néi roé lap truong ciia minh.

Trong mo6t cudc néi chuyén cung ngay véi Rufus
Phillips cia Doan Ngoai giao Hoa Ky, Tuéng Lé Vin
Kim, Tham muu phé cia Tuéng Pén, da cay ding chi
trich 6ng Nhu, quy trach nhiém 6ng ta vé chién dich
t4n cong vao cac chua, va chi trich vai tro khuynh loat
ctia ong ta trong chinh pht.ii Tuéng Kim néi rang tri
phi 4n tugng ctia dan ching vé viéc quan doi tan cong
cac chua dugce cai chanh, quan doi sé bo tay trong cudc
chién chéng Viét cong. Ong tuyén b6 ring, su ting ho
manh mé ctia phia My dé6i véi viéc loai bé 6ng ba Nhu
sé gitp doan két quan d6i va tao didu kién dé quan
doi chong lai 6ng ba Nhu. Hai doi hoi truc tiép va
minh bach muén My tng hé hanh déng quéin su dé
lat d6 6ng ba Nhu da ghi ddu su khéi dau chinh thic
cho viéc My can du vao viéc soan thao k& hoach lau
dai chong lai ché& d6 6ng Diém.

i Chaing toi tim thay doan nay (do chang toi c6 y in nghiéng) dugc
trich nguyén van trong Dién van s6 265 via dan trén, phan
doan s6 10, nhung trong ho so khong thdy dan cha. Pién van
nay cling sé dugc chuyén dich toan van trong mot phan sau.

i Nguyén tac dung USOM, viét tat ctia U.S Operation Mission, co
quan dugc ngudi My dit ¢ Viét Nam dé phu trach cac van dé
lien quan dén vién trg kinh té.
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General Don has heard personally that the military
is being blamed by Vietnamese public for the
attack on the pagodas. He said that the US Govt
is at fault for this misconception because VOA
announced that the military took action against
the pagodas. Don queried why VOA did not admit
that Colonel Tung’s Special Forces and the Police
carried out the action. Don believes this would
help the military at this point. Don stated that the
USA should now make its position known.

In a conversation the same day with Rufus Phillips of
USOM, General Kim, deputy to General Don, bitterly
attacked Nhu, charging him with responsibility for the
raids, and deploring his dominant role in the government.
He said that unless the popular impression that the army
was responsible for the raids were corrected, the army
would be handicapped in its fight against the VC. He
stated that a firm U. S. stand for the removal of the Nhus
would unify the army and permit it to act against them.
These two direct and obviously reinforcing requests for
U. S. support for military action aimed at Nhu’s ouster
marked the formal beginning of the U. S. involvement in
the protracted plotting against the Diem regime.

i (5 day, tai liéu da st dung noi dung tir Bién van so 320 (FRUS,
1961-1963 11l, Document 274). Doc gid co thé xem day di noi
dung tai dia chi: https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/
frus1961-63v03/d274

85



HO SO MAT 1963 - Tif cac nguon tai liéu cia chinh pha My

Hai nhan vat dan su cao cdp trong chinh phu,
Chanh Vian Phong Téng Thong Pha Vo Van Hai va
Bo Trudng Nguyén Dinh Thuin dong thoi néi véi
phia My rang viéc loai bé 6ng Nhu ra khéi chinh phu
14 cAn thiét va rang M§ nén cé lap truong kién quyét
chéng lai 6ng Nhu.

Ngay 24-8, Lodge gii dién van uéc lugng tinh
hinh vé Washington, dua trén nhiing cudc néi chuyén
nay. Lodge viét: “Ong Nhu ¢6 16 duge tng hd hoan
toan ti 6ng Diém va da cht dong phan 16n, néu khong
phal la toan bo, trong ké& hoach tan cong ngudl Phat
t&. Anh hudng ctia 6ng ta da ting thém dang ké.” Ong
Nhu da tan dung hoan toan lgi thé vé su quan ngai
ctia mot s6 tudng 1anh, c6 thé da khong thong bao day
dt cho quan doi vé chién dich tan cong cac chua. Tuy
nhién, trong cac tu 1énh quén su quan trong cta khu
vic Sai Gon (Pon, Pinh va Tung) hién nay khong cé
ai bAt mén véi ché do. Hon thé niia, d61 v6i mot hanh
dong chong lai 6ng ba Nhu ma khéng c6 cac chi huy
quan su ndm quyén rd rét ciing nhu stic manh quan
doi tai Sai Gon, thi su ung ho cia My sé 1a mot cude
mao hiém day rui ro.

D61 véi Bo Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky, van dé lam sang to
truéc cong chung va quy trach nhiém ré rang vé chién
dich tdn céng vao cac chuia da tré nén gay git vao
ngay 24 thang 8. Cac ban tin bo chi tit Sai Gon ngay
ti dau da quy trach nhiém éng Nhu vé cac vu tan
cong cac chua, nhung dai VOA, v6i mot lugng thinh
gia dong dao tai Viet Nam, van tiép tuc loan tin rang
lap truong chinh thic Hoa Ky la trach nhiém thuoc
vé quan doi. Chiing c6 ngay cang nhiéu thém cho thay
Nhu cht muu va rat c6 thé sé thiét hai 16n lao cho
tinh than quan d6i néu VOA khéng dua ra mot ban
tin cai chanh minh bach.
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Two senior civilians in the government, Diem’s chef de
cabinet, Vo Van Hai, and Secretary of State, Nguyen
Dinh Thuan, were simultaneously telling U. S. contacts
that Nhu’s elimination from the government was vital and
that the U. S. should take a strong stand against him.

OnAugust 24, Lodge cabled his appraisal of the situation
to Washington, based on these conversations. “Nhu,”
he reported, “probably with full support of Diem, had a
large hand in planning of action against Buddhists, if
he did not fully master-mind it. His influence has also
been significantly increased.” Nhu had simply taken
advantage of the concern of certain generals, possibly
not fully informing the regular army of the planned action.
Nonetheless, none of the important Saigon area troop
commanders (Don, Dinh, and Tung) were presently
disaffected with the regime. Furthermore, absence
of clear-cut military leadership and troop strength in
Saigon for a move against the Nhus would make U. S.
support of such an action a “shot in the dark.”

For the State Department, the problem of clarifying the
public record about the raids and affixing responsibility
for them had become acute by August 24. The press
reports emanating from Saigon had from the outset
blamed Nhu for the raids, but VOA, with a large audience
in Vietnam, continued to report the official U. S. position
that the army was culpable. The accumulating evidence
against Nhu and the likelihood of severe damage to
army morale if VOA did not broadcast a clarification
seemed to call for retractions.
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Van dé thd nhi d61 v6i Washington 1a Nhu. Vé co
ban, cac tuéng lanh da yéu cau Hoa Ky bat dén xanh
dé ho lat d6 Nhu, nhung Lodge con dé dat vé viéc nay.
Hilsman bao cio rang trong khi éng ciing véi Harriman,
Forrestal va Ball ban vé viéc thao ra ban tra 16i vao sang
thit Bay do, 16i tuyén bé ctia 6ng Thuan vé6i Phillips rang
“trong bat ky truong hop nao, My ciing khong nén cho
qua nhiing gi 6ng ba Nhu da Iam”, &4 dugc cAn nhic cin
trong. D6 Déc Felt dién thoai vé Washington tit Phong
Tu Lénh Quan Lyc My Thai Binh Duong (CINCPAC)
dé ung ho lap trudng kién quyét cta My chéong lai ong
ba Nhu. T4t nhién, cAu héi chua c6 161 dap 1a lidu c6 thé
loai bd 6ng ba Nhu ma khéng can phai hy sinh ca éng
Diém hay khéng, va néu diéu d6 1a khong thé, thi liéu
su bt 6n chinh tri [sau khi m4t 6ng Diém] ¢6 gay ra hau
qua tai hai cho nd lyc chién tranh [chong Cong] hon 1a
duy tri 6ng Diém?

Nhiing chi thi cho Lodge trong dién van ngay
24-8 1a két qua ctia nhiing ban luan trén, vach ra mot
chinh sach tiép can méi, quan trong va sau d6 ciling
gay nhiéu tranh cii, ciia Hoa Ky tai Nam VN. Doan
vin dau tién néu rd chi tiét vé quan diém méi cua
Hoa Ky:

Gio day da qua ro, cho du 1énh thiét quan luat cé

phai do quan déi dé nghi hay do é6ng Nhu lita déi

dua ho vao bay, thi éng Nhu ciing da loi dung hiéu
luc cta 1énh dé dé tan cong vao cic chua bing
canh sat va Luc Lugng Dic Biét cua 6ng Tung,
trung thanh véi Nhu, va do d6é do trach nhiém
cho quén doi trong mat thé giéi va dan ching VN.

Ciing thdy ré ring éng Nhu sdp xép dé tu minh

giti vi tri chi huy.
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The second issue for Washington was Nhu. The
generals had asked, in effect, for a green light to
move against him, but Lodge had cautioned against it.
Hilsman reports that as he, Harriman, Forrestal, and Ball
deliberated over the drafting of a reply on that Saturday
morning, the statement of Thuan to Phillips that “under
no circumstance should the United States acquiesce
in what the Nhus had done,” was given great weight.
Admiral Felt telephoned Washington from CINCPAC
to support a strong U. S. stand against the Nhus. The
unanswered question, of course, was whether the Nhus
could be removed without also sacrificing Diem, and if
not, whether the resulting political instability would not
have an even more detrimental effect on the war effort
than maintaining Diem.

The August 24 cable of instructions to Lodge resulting
from these deliberations outlined an important, and
subsequently controversial, new policy approach for the
U. S. in South Vietnam. Its opening paragraphs crisply
set forth the new American view:

It is now clear that whether military proposed
martial law or whether Nhu tricked them into it
Nhu took advantage of its imposition to smash
pagodas with police and Tung’s Special Forces
loyal to him, thus placing onus on military in eyes
of world and Vietnamese people. Also clear that
Nhu has maneuvered himself into commanding
position.
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Chinh phu My khong thé chap nhan tinh trang
quyén Iuc ndm trong tay éng Nhu. Ong Diém phai
dugc trao cho co hoi dé loai bé 6ng Nhu va bé phai,
thay thé ho véi cac nhan su chinh tri va quan su
xudt sdc nhat hién cé.

Trong truong hop 6ng da hét siic thuyét phuc ma
6ng Diém van ciing rdn va tir chéi, thi ching ta
buéc phai doéi dién vdi thuc té'1a rat c6 thé khong
giit 6ng Diém dugc niia.” [H6 so 126

Lodge dudc chi thi néi v6i chinh pha Viét Nam
rang Hoa Ky khong chap nhan nhiing hanh vi dan ap
Phat ti, va nhat thiét phai thuc hién ngay nhiing giai
phap dé diéu chinh tinh hinh. Cac lanh dao quin su
then chot da duge thong bao riéng tu rang:

... Hoa Ky nhan thay khéng thé tiép tuc ting ho
chinh phi VN vé méit quan su va kinh té trir phi
c6 nhiing budc thay déi tic khdc, ma theo nhan
thiic cua chiing toé1 1a phai loai 6ng ba Nhu ra khoi
chinh truong. Ching t6i muén tao cho 6ng Diém
co héi hop 1y dé loai bé 6ng ba Nhu, nhung néu éng
Diém van cing rdn, thi ching téi sin sang chap
nhan hé qua tat nhién la ching téi khong hé tro
6ng Diém nita. Ongii ciing c6 thé néi véi nhing
tudng lanh nao thich hop, rang chiing ta sé hé trg
truc tiép cho ho trong thoi ky chuyén tiép khi phé
v6 co ché chinh phu trung uong. ” [H6 so 126]

i Tac Bai st Lodge.

i Trong hé thong hd s FRUS, 1961-1963, Volume lll, Vietham,
January-August 1963, chang toi tim thay ndi dung nay trong
dién van s6 243, hd so 281 (Doc 281). Co lé dién van nay da
dugc Pentagon Papers trich tif mot ngudn khac nén dan cha la
Hb so 126. Cac trich dan tiép theo cling vay.

i Theo ndi dung dién van thi & day dang noi véi Dai st Logge.
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US Government cannot tolerate situation in which
power lies in Nhu’s hands. Diem must be given
chance to rid himself of Nhu and his coterie and
replace them with best military and political
personalities available.

If, in spite of all your efforts, Diem remains obdurate
and refuses, then we must face the possibility that
Diem himself cannot be preserved. [Doc. 126]

Lodge was instructed to tell the GVN the U. S. could
not accept the actions against the Buddhists and that
prompt dramatic steps to redress the situation must
be taken. The key military leaders were to be privately
informed that,

... . US would find it impossible to continue support
GVN militarily and economically unless above
steps are taken immediately which we recognize
requires removal of Nhus from the scene. We wish
give Diem reasonable opportunity to remove Nhus,
but if he remains obdurate, then we are prepared
to accept the obvious implication that we can no
longer support Diem. You may also tell appropriate
military commanders we will give them direct
support in any interim period of breakdown central
government mechanism. [Doc. 126]

91



HO SO MAT 1963 - Tif cac nguon tai liéu cia chinh pha My

Cuodi cuing, dién vén cong nhan can phai cong khai
lam rd viéc quan doi VNCH khong lién hé gi dén cudc
tong tan cong cac chuia, va yéu cau Lodge chdp thuan
loan mét ban tin VOA dé dat két qua d6.i Ngoai ra,
Lodge ciing dudc yéu cau khao sat khan cdp vé bo
may lanh dao thay thé.

Viéc thong qua noi1 dung dién van bi phiic tap héa
vi ngAu nhién roi vao cudi tuan, nén hau hét giéi chiic
cao cip trong chinh phd ving mit ¢ Washington.
Téng Thong ldc d6 6 Hyannis Port; Rusk dang  New
York; con McNamara va McCone dang nghi phép. Tuy
nhién, ca Téng Thong va Ngoai Trudng déu tiép can
dugc va ca hai da chap thuan néi dung dién van.

Tht Trudng B6 Quoc Phong Roswell Gilpatric ciing
chap thuan thay mit Bo Quéc Phong, va Tuéng Taylor
cing chdp thuan tu phia JCS (Phong Téng Tham
Muu). Schlesinger,i khi nhé lai viéc nay néi rang btic
dién van da dudgc soan thao voi va va chua can nhic k¥,
Téng Théng thoat tién da khong tan thanh.

Hém sau, Lodge tra 16i ung ho 1ap truong ciing
rdn nhung cho ring viéc ti€p can véi Diém 1a vo ich,
thay vi vay chi nén néi ro 1ap trudng cua My vdi cac

' Noi dung trich dan & day c6 phan thiéu chinh xac. Nguyén
van trong Bién van 243 la: We recognize the necessity of
removing taint on military for pagoda raids and placing blame
squarely on Nhu. You are authorized to have such statements
made in Saigon as you consider desirable to achieve this
objective. We are prepared to take same line here and to have
Voice of America make statement along lines contained in next
numbered telegram whenever you give the word, preferably as
soon as possible. (Chang t6i thiia nhan su can thiét phai x6a bd
vét nho cho quan doi vé chién dich tdn cong cac chia va quy
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Finally, the message recognized the need to publicly
exonerate the army from the raids and asked Lodge
to approve a VOA broadcast to that effect. Lodge was
requested, as well, to survey urgently for alternative
leadership.

Clearance of the draft message was complicated by the
coincident week-end absence from Washington of most
of the top level members of the Administration. The
President was in Hyannis Port; Rusk was in New York;
and McNamara and McCone were away on vacation.
Both the President and the Secretary of State were
reached, however, and approved the draft.

Deputy Secretary of Defense Roswell Gilpatric
approved for Defense, and General Taylor for the JCS.
Schlesinger, in his account of the incident, suggests
that the cable was hasty and ill-considered, and that the
President immediately began to back away from it.

Lodge replied the following day endorsing the strong
position but proposing to forego a futile approach
to Diem and to state our position instead only to the

trach nhiém truc tiép vé ong Nhu. Ong dugc toan quyén dua ra
nhding tuyén b nhu thé tai Sai Gon sao cho dat dugc muc dich
nay. Chang tdi 8 Washington sdn sang c6 dong thai tuong tu va sé
cho dai VOA loan tin pht hgp véi ndi dung trong bic dién s3p i
ngay khi 6ng glii vé&, nén cd gdng cang som cang tot.) Nhu vay,
khong phéi Lodge chap thuan cho dai VOA loan tin (diéu nay vo
ly), ma phia Washington hta sé cho dai VOA phai hgp loan tin
hd trg cho Lodge theo ndi dung do chinh dngnay cung cap.

i Schlesinger la Trg ly Dac biét ctia Tong théng Kennedy (Special

Assistant to the President).
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tuéng 1anh VNCH, nghia 14 ching ta nghiéng hin vé
viéc diing sau mot cudc dao chanh. Biic dién vén viét:

“Hay tin rang co hoi dé Diém dap tng nhiing doi
héi cta ching ta ké nhu la s6’ khéng. Cung lic,
khi dua ra cac doi hoi do, chiing ta da cho Nhu
co hoi dé chan trude hay khéa chét hanh déng tir
phia quan déi. Ching téi tin ring, khong dang
phai chdp nhan rai ro khi Nhu dang kiém soat
Iuc Iugng tac chién 6 Sai Gon. Do vay, toi dé nghi
la chiing ta nén yéu cau truc tiép dén cac tudng
lanh ma khéng béo cho Diém biét. [T61] sé néi
Vii cac tudng lanh rang chiing ta sin sang gii
éng Diém khi khong con éng ba Nhu, nhung vé
cdn ban Ila tiuy thudc vao ho cé giti lai éng ta hay
khong.” (H6 so 127)

Hilsman khéng dinh ring dién vén ciing cho thay
quan diém cta Lodge rdng béi vi ai ciing biét viéc
Hoa Ky khong chap nhan hanh dong ctia chinh phu
VNCH [dan ap Phat gidol, nén viéc nguoi My dén véi
ong Diém sé khong thich hgp, ma chinh 6ng Diém
phai tim dén ngusi My.

Trong mot dién vin cua tru sé CIA Sai Gon trong
cung ngay, Richardson, Trudéng Phong CIA & Sai
Gon, bao cao rang trong mot budi gip g5 véi Lodge
va Harkins, moi ngudi dong y rang Diém sé khong

Pién van nay mang s6 292, dugc gui tif Sai Gon qua kénh thong
tin gitta CAS vé CIA nén mang so hiéu CAS 292 va khong dugc
dua vao hd so FRUS. Tuy nhién, ching t6i c6 tim dugc hinh
chup bdn goc dién van trong thu vién di liéu ho so Téng thong
Kennedy. Noi dung cting dé nghi viéc yéu cau cac tudng lanh
c6 bién phap dé trd tu do cho cac vi lanh dao Phat gido dang
bi giam giC.
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generals, thus throwing all our weight behind a coup.
The cable stated:

Believe that chances of Diem’s meeting our demands
are virtually nil. At the same time, by making them
we give Nhu chance to forestall or block action by
military. Risk, we believe, is not worth taking, with
Nhu in control combat forces Saigon. Therefore,
propose we go straight to Generals with our
demands, without informing Diem. Would tell them
we prepared have Diem without Nhus but it is in
effect up to them whether to keep him. [Doc. 127]

Hilsman asserts that the cable also reflected Lodge’s
view that since our disapproval of GVN action was well
known, it was not fitting for the U.S. to go to Diem, it was
Diem who should come to us.

In a separate CAS cable the same day, Richardson, the
CIA Chief of Station in Saigon, reported that at a meeting
with Lodge and Harkins it had been agreed that Diem

i AMBASSADOR SUGGEST DEPT PASS ADM FELT.

REFs DEPTEL 243
BELIEVE THAT CHANCES OF DIEM'S MEETING OUR DEWANDS ARE VIRTU-

ALLY NIL. AT SAME TIME, BY MAKING THEM VE GIVE NHU CHANCE TO :
YORESTALL OR BLOCK ACTION BY MILITARY. RISX, WE BELIEVE, IS NoT

UéRTN TAKING, WITH NNU IN CONTROL COMBAT FORCES SAIGOM.

THERTFORE;. PROPOSE VE GO STRATGKT TO GENERALS. VITH OUR DERANDS.... | ...
3THOUT 6FORNING DIEW, WOULD TELL THEW VE PREPARED MAVE DIEM 08l
yiTHOUT WHUS BUT IT IS IN EFFECT UP TO THEN WHETHER TO KEEP MIN. Sl
[ ybULD ALSO INSIST GENERALS TAKE STEPS TO RELEASE BUDDHIST LEADERS oy
AMD CARRY OUT JUNE 16 AGREEMENT. |

L
H

Mot phan cat tit phéng Anh nguyén ban Pién van 292
(tra 16i dién van 243)
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chiu loai trit Nhu, va do vay, xem nhu cac chi thi caa
dién van ngay 24-8 [H6 so 126] cua Bo Ngoai Giao
My da dua ra chinh sich cén ban cia Washington [vé
viéc nayl, quan diém chung ctia moi ngudi 1a nén lién
lac ngay v6i cac tuéng lanh nhu Duong Van Minh va
Nguyén Khanh dé danh gia mic do6 doan két va quyét
tam cua cac si quan cao cip.

Minh dugce xem 14 1anh tu t6t nhat trong giai doan
chuyén tiép, v6i Phé Tong Thong [Nguyén Ngoc] Tho
14 Gng vién ndi bat nhit trong nhém dan su dé lam
Téng Thong. Pién van két luan véi quan diém ring
mot nhém quan su sé ¢6 thé diéu hanh sau hau trudng
trong truong hop dao chanh thanh céng, va My nén
dé chién thuat dao chanh cu thé cho cac tuéng lanh
quyét dinh.! C6 mot khoang ngung trong luu lugng
dién vin vao lic d6, nhung Hilsman néi rang Hoa Ky
da quyét dinh vao hom Chu Nhat 25-8 1a hoan viéc
tiép x1uc truc ti€p t6i Diém cho t6i khi tinh hinh dudge
biét ro hon.

Trong phan tra 16i cta Lodge, éng cling cho thay
tan thanh ban tin dé nghi dua lén dai VOA dé néi 16
viéc quan doi VNCH khéng lién hé tran téng tdn céng
cac chua. Hilsman néi véi giéi truyén théng dua vao
ban thao da chap thuan truéc d6 vao ngay 25-8. Ban
vin bay to lap truong Hoa Ky manh mé chong lai viéce
t4n cong cac chua do 6ng Nhu thuc hién.

Khi tuong thuat ban tin, giéi truyén théng suy
doan rang mot tuyén bd phan d6i manh mé nhu thé co

i Poan nay c¢6 phan t6i nghia, vi néu la Dién vin s6 243 dang
dugc dé cap thi hoan toan khong c6 noi dung nay, vi ching toi
hién co6 phong anh toan van buc dién. (ND)
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would not remove Nhu and that therefore, assuming
State’s cable of instructions on 24 August [Doc. 126]
represented Washington’s basic policy, the consensus
was that contact should be immediately made with
generals such as Minh and Khanh to assess the degree
of unity and determination of senior officers.

Minh was considered the best possible interim leader,
with Vice President Tho as the most attractive candidate
for President among the civilians. The cable concluded
with the view that a junta would probably operate behind
the scenes in the event of a successful coup, and that
the U.S. should leave the specific tactics of a coup
up to the generals. There is a hiatus in the available
cable traffic at this point, but Hilsman indicates that
Washington decided on Sunday, August 25, to defer a
direct approach to Diem until more was known about
the situation.

In Lodge’s reply, he had also apparently approved
the proposed VOA broadcast to exonerate the army.
Hilsman briefed the press on the basis of a previously
approved draft statement on August 25. The statement
expressed strong U.S. disapproval of the raids, which
were attributed to Nhu.

In reporting the story, the press speculated that such
a strong statement probably indicated that measures
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thé ham ¥ vé nhiing bién phap [manh] dang duge can
nhéc, chdng han nhu ngung vién trg. VOA da dudc chi
thi chi loan tin theo néi dung ban tuyén bs cua Chinh
phu My da cung cép trong thong cio bao chi, khong
dugc no6i gi thém.

Khéng hiéu sao chi thi nay lai bi bd sét di, va vao
sang thi Hai, 26-8, chi may tiéng dong hd truée khi
Lodge trinh Gy nhiém thu 1én Diém, dai VOA phat di
day du mot bai tit UPI trong d6 khing dinh thing
thiing ring “My c6 thé giam manh su trg gitup déi véi
VN trir phi Téng Thong Diém dep bé cac vién chiic
canh sat mat chju trach nhiém vé nhiing vu tan céng
[vao cac chual.”

That dé hiéu 14 Dai st Lodge rat ling ting. Ong
da glii mot dién vian buc doc, chat van rang lidu c6
ding 6ng thuc su la ngudi dang chiu trach nhiém cac
bude chién luge [6 VN] nhu 6ng d¢a nhan hiéu? Rusk
gui dién vian riéng xin 16i Lodge, va VOA tiic khéc
loan tin bac bd ¥ dinh cét vién trg cia My, nhung da
khoéng ngén dudc nhiing thiét hai so khdi.

Phan tng ctia ngudi Viet Nam d6i véi tran tong
tan cong cac chuia hét stic manh mé. Tai Hoa Ky, cha
cua ba Nhu 1a Dai st VN tai My, va me ba Nhu la
quan sat vién thuong truc tai Lién Hiép Quoc, déu tu
chtic va dua ra nhiing tuyén bé cong khai 1én 4n vu
tan cong nay.! Tai Nam Viét Nam, Bo6 Trudng Ngoai
Giao Vi1 Van MAu tit chiic va cao ddu y nhu mot vi su
dé phan d6i [vu t4n cong cac chual.

i Nguyén tac dung UPI, viét tit cGa United Press International -
Lién hiép Bao chi Thé gi6i.

i Than phu clia ba Nhu la Luat su Tran Van Chuong, va than mau
[a ba Than Thi Nam Tran. (ND)

98

CHIEN DICH TONG TAN CONG CAC CHUA DEM 20-8-1963 VA CAC HE QUA

such as aid suspension were being considered. VOA
had been instructed to broadcast only the substances
of the U.S. statement as provided in the press guidance

and nothing more.

The instructions somehow got mislaid; and on Monday
morning, August 26, just several hours before Lodge
was to present his credentials to Diem, VOA broadcast
in full a UPI story which flatly asserted that “the US
may sharply reduce its aid to Vietham unless President
Diem gets rid of secret police officials responsible for
the attacks.”

Lodge was understandably upset, and sent a testy cable
rhetorically inquiring whether he really was in charge of
tactics as he had been given to understand. Rusk sent a
personal cable of apology to Lodge, and VOA promptly
broadcast a denial of U.S. intent to cut aid, but the initial
damage had been done.

The Vietnamese reaction to the attack on the pagodas
during this time had been dramatic. In the United
States, Mme. Nhu’s father and mother, respectively
the Viethamese Ambassador to the U.S. and the
Viethamese observer at the UN, had both resigned,
making bitter public statements denouncing the raids.
In South Vietnam, the Foreign Minister, Vo Van Mau,
had resigned and shaved his head like a Buddhist monk
in protest.
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Vao ngay 23-8, sinh vién khoa Y va khoa Dudgc
cta Pai hoc Sai Gon td chiic nhiing cudc biéu tinh
dong dao dé tng ho Phat gido. Chinh phu dudng nhu
chi biét phan ing bang mot cach duy nhat 1a bt giam
hang loat. Nhung nhiing cudc biéu tinh van tiép tuc,
va khi Dai hoc Sai Gon bi déng ctia, nhiing cudc phan
khang dudc tiép noi bdi cac hoc sinh trung hoc dé nhi
cap va dé nhat cap. D6 thuc su 1a nhiing chiing c6 hét
stic manh mé vé miic do bat man ché do, bsi vi hau
hét nhiing sinh vién hoc sinh nay la ti cac gia dinh
trung luu, thanh phan lam nén giéi lanh dao quan dsi
va cong chtc.

Sinh vién hoc sinh 6 VN khoéng c6 truyén théng
hoat dong chinh tri nhu c4c noi khac § Chau A, ching
han nhu Han quéc. Tiép sau d6, mot s6 vi lanh dao
Phat gido da thoat duge sau cac tran tdn cong cac
chua, da bién vao bi mat réi khong bao lau lai tién
hanh rai truyén don trén duong phsé.

Vao ngay x4y ra cac tran tan coéng cac chua, hai vi
su da vao xin ty nan trong Tru s6 Ngoai giao doan Hoa
Ky (USOM)' ké& bén chua Xa Lgi. Vao ngay ké tiép, ba
vi su khéc, trong d6 cé vi su lanh dao tré Thich Tri
Quang, xin vao ty nan trong Toa Dai St My, va dugc
Lodge ti€p dén noéng nhiét. Ho da & lai dé cho t6i khi
cudc dao chanh thang 11-1963 thanh cong.

i Nguyén tac ding USOM, viét tat clia United States Operations
Mission.
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On August 23, students at the faculties of medicine and
pharmacy at the University of Saigon turned out to stage
mass demonstrations on behalf of the Buddhists. The
GVN reacted in the only way it seemed to know, with
massive arrests. But the demonstrations continued,
and when the university was closed, the protest was
taken up by high school and junior high school students.
These were dramatic evidences indeed of the degree
of disaffection with the regime, since most of these
students were from the middle class families that formed
the bureaucracy and the army leadership.

Students in Vietham had no substantial record of
political activism as was the case with their counterparts
in other parts of Asia, like Korea. Furthermore, some
of the Buddhist leadership had survived the raids and
gone underground and were soon passing out leaflets
on the streets again.

On the day of the raids, two monks had taken refuge
in the USOM building next door to Xa Loi pagoda.
The following day, three others, including the militant
young leader Thich Tri Quang, took refuge in the U.S.
Embassy, where they were warmly received by Lodge
and remained until the successful November coup.
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CIA: CUQC NOI CHUYEN Bi MAT
CUA TUONG TRAN VAN PON!
Cu si Nguyén Giac dich

LOI NGUOI DICH: Dién van nay do CIA tit Sai

Gon gti vé Hoa Ky, ké 16i Tuéng Tran Vin Pon vai
ngay sau tran téng tdn céng cac chua do 6ng Ngb
Dinh Nhu thuc hién.

Vai diém ghi nhan ti 16i caa Tudéng Pon trong

dién van:

e Nhiéu linh dao ngii, tinh than binh si suy sup vi
bat man khi Phat ti bi dan ap;

e Ong Diém ndm quyén xuyén qua é6ng Nhu;

¢ Ong Diém xem Ba Nhu nhu ngudi vg tinh than;

e Ong Diém da thing chtc mot trung si tré, dep
trai lén chtc Trung T4;

¢ Dén néi ong sip xép giai doan dau cta k& hoach
dao chanh 6ng Diém;

® Don ¢ vé mudn giii 6ng Diém 6 ghé& Téng Thong,
trong khi phai gat bé 6ng ba Nhu va rat nhiéu
Bo Trudng ra ngoai quyén luc;

e Don khéong mudn Nguyén Ton Hoan vé nudc
thay thé 6ng Diém;

e Don ké tén mét s6 tuéng lanh trong ké& hoach
dao chanh, nhung khong nhéc tén Tuéng Tén
That Pinh, lic d6 1a Téng Tran Biét Khu Sai
Gon/Gia Pinh. Pén nhic t6i cudc dao chanh
that bai ndm 1960 ctua cac dai ta, va néi ké
hoach ctia cac tuéng sé rat hoan hao.

' Ngudn: Foreign Relations of the United States, 1961-1963,
Volume I, Vietnam, January-August 1963, Document 275 -
Pién van s 265.
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275. PIEN VAN TU VAN PHONG CIA TAI SAI GON GUI
VE SO TiNH BAO TRUNG UONG CIA'

Sai Gon, ngay 24-8-1963, Iiic 6:45 gio chiéu

PIEN VAN SO 0265.

1. [it hon m¢t dong khéng giai mat] da c6 budi néi
chuyén khodng ba gis dong hé véi Tuéng Tran
Vian Don? vao dém 23-8-1963 tai vian phong
Tuéng Pon 6 Bo Téng Tham Muu. Sau day la
tém lugc cude ndi chuyén.

2. Tuéng Pon dude héi 14 ai dang niAm quyén, va da
tra 16i rang Tong Théng Diém nidm quyén théng
qua C6'Van Ngo Dinh Nhu. T4t ca cac tuéng lanh
phai qua su kiém soét ctia Nhu trude khi gép 6ng
Diém. Giai thich diéu nay, [Tuéng Pon] néi rang
Diém st dung Nhu nhu “ly thuyét gia” va c6 van,
nhung khéng phai luén luén nghe 16i khuyén ctaa
Nhu. Téng Théng Diém ghen ty v6i thAm quyén
va kha nang cia Nhu. Tuéng Don [trang 615]
cho mot thi du. Vao ntia dém 22-8, Tudéng Don

' Ngubdn: Library of Congress, Harriman Papers, Vietnam Policy.
Bi mat. Cung da gUi t6i Honolulu. Ban van nguon la pho ban do
CIA glii vé Bo Ngoai Giao cho Hilsman (Giam déc Phong Tinh
Bao va Nghién Cdu) va Hughes (Pho Giam doc Phong Tinh Bao
va Nghién Cau); ciing gli t6i Bach Oc cho Bundy (C& van An
ninh Quéc gia) va t6i JCS (B6 Téng Tham Muu Quan Luc MY)
cho Tuéng Krulak (Phu ta Dac biét vé Chéng Phién Loan). Theo
mot ghi cha vé ban van ngudn, dién van nay phd bién theo
phan loai TDCS. Ban Phuc trinh dé ghi ma s6 “TDCS DB-3/656,
252, August 24, 7 da in trong H6 so gidi mat, 1977, 93C.

DE biét nhiing gi Tuéng Bon hdi tudng vé cudce noi chuyén nay,
xem Tran Van Bon, Our Endless War, trang 90-91. (ISBN: 978-

CIA: CUOC NOI CHUYEN Bi MAT CUA TUGNG TRAN VAN DON

275. TELEGRAM FROM THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

AGENCY STATION IN SAIGON TO THE AGENCY'
Saigon, August 24, 1963, 6:45 p.m.

0265.

1. [less than 1 line not declassified] had almost
three hour meeting with General Tran Van Don?
evening 23 August in Don’s office at General
Staff. Following summarizes discussion.

2. Don was asked who was in control and replied
President Diem is in control through Counselor
Ngo Dinh Nhu. All the Generals check with
Nhu prior to seeing Diem . Explained this by
saying Diem uses Nhu as his “thinker” and
advisor but does not at all times follow Nhu’s
advice. President is jealous of his authority and
prerogatives. Don [Page 615] gave an example.
At midnight on 22 Aug, Generals Don, Ton That
Dinh and Tran Thien Khiem went to see Nhu about

' Source: Library of Congress, Harriman Papers, Vietnam Policy.

Secret. Also sent to Honolulu. The source text is a copy sent by
the CIA to the Department of State for Hilsman and Hughes;
also sent to the White House for Bundy and to JCS for Krulak.
According to a note on the source text, TDCS dissemination
of this cable would follow. That report, TDCS DB-3/656,252,
August 24, is published in Declassified Documents, 1977, 93C

0891410195 - ND) 2 For Don’s recollections of the discussion, see Tran Van Don, Our
i Ban dién t cung cdp cac so trang theo ban in da phat hanh. Endless War, pp. 90-91
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cing Tén That Dinh va Tran Thién Khiém dén
gép Nhu vé chuyén cac sinh vién, dé nghi nén
déng ctia toan bo cac trudng 6 Sai Gon bang cach
thiét quan luat, bdi vi c6 ngudn tin rang vao cac
ngay 23, 24 va 25 thang 8 sinh vién sé biéu tinh
6 Sai Gon. Nhu déng y véi dé nghi cta cac tudng
lanh, bao ho phai xin phép Téng Thong. Nhu va
cic tuéng lanh dén gip 6ng Diém va dé nghi déng
clia cac truong. Ong Diém néi: “Khoéng. Gidi tré
nhat thiét phai c6 nhiing phuong cach dé tu bay
t6.” Tuéng Pon lép lai rang, 6ng Diém 1a ngudi ra
quyét dinh cudi cung.

. Tuéng Don tiép tuc gidi thich vé cac quan hé

trong Pht Téng Théng. Ong néi, phai nhé 1a
trong nhiéu nam, Téng Thong ting 14 ngudi
kéu goi chéng ché d6 thuc dan. Trong thoi gian
d6, Diém da tu suy nghi rat nhiéu dé vach ra
duong 161 1y thuyét. Sau khi nidm chinh quyén
tiu nam 1954, Diém nhan ra sy khac biét va 6ng
cin c6 nhiing ngudi than can gitp viéc phac
vach 1y thuyét. Ong huéng dén ngudi em la
Nhu, mét 1y thuyét gia sin c6 nhiing ly thuyét,
triét 1Iy. Dan dan, Diém da cho phép Nhu thuc
hién hau hét céng viéc phac vach duong 16
Iy thuyét. Nhung diéu nay khong c6 nghia 1a
Téng Thong ludn luén nghe theo su c¢6 van
cia Nhu. Diém thich viéc Nhu thay 6ng viét
cac ban tuyén bo, dién vian. Ong Diém thich
tu minh gép g6, néi chuyén v6i dan ching. Do
vay, Nhu c6 dugdc quyén luc dic biét cia mot 1y
thuyét gia phuc vu Téng Théng.

CIA: CUOC NOI CHUYEN Bi MAT CUA TUGNG TRAN VAN DON

the students, recommending that schools all be
closed in Saigon by the martial law, because they
had information that on 23, 24, and 25 Aug there
would be student demonstrations in Saigon. Nhu
concurred with Generals’ recommendation, told
them he had to check with the President. Nhu
and Generals went to see Diem recommending
closing of schools. Diem said “no. The young
people must have means of expressing
themselves.” Don repeated that Diem is the man
who makes final decisions.

. Don went on to explain relationships in the

Palace. Said it must be remembered that for
years President has been agitator against
colonialist regimes. During this time Diem did a
lot of thinking himself. When he took over govt in
1954 he found it was different and he would have
to have people around him who think. He turned
to his brother Nhu who is a thinker, an individual
who has theories, a philosophy. As time went on,
Diem has allowed Nhu to do most of the thinking.
This does not mean President will take all of
Nhu’s advice. Diem likes Nhu to write presidential
proclamations, speeches. Diem prefers himself
to meet the people and talk to people. In this
way Nhu has special power as a thinker for the
President.
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4. M6 ta vé méi quan hé ctia ba Nhu trong Téng

108

Théng Phu, Tuéng Pon néi rang, trong 1ong
ong Diém thi ba Nhu c6 vi tri nhu “vg” ong.
Téng Théng chua bao gid 1ap gia dinh va khong
quen song bén canh dan ba. Trong 9 nam qua,
ong Diém c6 ba Nhu an 4i sau mot ngay lam
viéc hoan tat. Ba Nhu c6 stic quyén rii, thuong
trd chuyén va lam giam cing thing cho éng,
tranh luan véi 6ng, chAm choc 6ng, va giéng
nhu moi ngudi v¢ Viet Nam, ba quan xuyén
moi viéc trong nha. Téng Théng va ba Nhu
song cach biét nhau. Khong c6 quan hé tinh
duc gitia 6ng Diém va ba Nhu. Theo y kién ctua
Tuéng Poén, Téng Thong chua tiing c6 quan hé
tinh duc. Tudéng P6n so sanh tinh trang d6 y
hét nhu gitta Hitler va Eva Braun. Don cling
n6i, Téng Thong thich séng gan nhiing ngudi
dan 6ng dep trai. Pén dan ra truong hop mot
trung si tré, dep trai, phu trach lam vuon cong
cong 6 Pa Lat. Téng Théng da hoéi xem ai cham
s6c vuon do, va khi duge bao cao, 6ng cho goi
vién trung si kia téi Dinh Téng Théng roi tiic
khéc thing chiic ngudi nay lén Trung T4 va
giao nhiém vu quan tri néng nghiép quan su.

Ong Diém c¢6 161 cdm xtc cuc doan. Khi ong
thich ai, du thé nao 6ng ciling thich; va khi éng
ghét ai, ong ghét toan dién. Khong c6 trang
thai lung chiing. Ba Nhu da st dung vi tri dic
quyén cua ba véi Téng Théng dé khién o6ng
phai déng thuan nhiing khi 6ng muén chéng
lai, nhung 6ng Diém da khuat phuc trude stc
quyén rii cia Ba Nhu. Tuéng Dén néi: “Theo

CIA: CUOC NOI CHUYEN Bi MAT CUA TUGNG TRAN VAN DON

4. In describing relationship of Madame Nhu in the

Palace, Don said that in Diem’s mind Madame
Nhu has status of being Diem’s “wife”. President
has never married and not used to having
women around him. For past nine years Diem
has Madame Nhu to comfort him after day’s work
is done. She is charming, talks to him, relieves
his tension, argues with him, needles him and,
like a Viethamese wife, she is dominant in the
household. President and Madame Nhu live
two apartments apart. There are no sexual
relations between Diem and Madame Nhu. In
Don’s opinion, President has never had sexual
relations.He likened the situation to that of Hitler
and Eva Braun. Don also said, the President
likes good looking men around him. Don cited
the case of handsome young sergeant who
planted a public garden in Dalat. President
asked who had planted the garden and when
informed, called the sergeant to the Palace and
immediately promoted him to Lt. Colonel and put
him in charge of military agriculture.

Diem has intense passions. When he likes
somebody, he likes them all the way; when he
hates someone, he hates completely. There is
no in-between. Madame Nhu uses her privileged
position with President to make him say yes
when he wants to say no, but he is won by her
charm. Don said, “as | know, Madame Nhu
can be extremely charming.” Don said it would
be practically impossible to get rid of the Nhus

109



HO SO MAT 1963 - Tif cac nguon tai liéu cia chinh pha My

to1 biét thi ba Nhu cuc ky quyén rii.” Don néi,
trén thuc t€ khong thé loai bd éng ba Nhu vi
nhiing vi tri dic biét cta ho; Ng6 Dinh Nhu
12 1y thuyét gia cia Téng Théng va ba Nhu la
ngudi vg tinh than cta 6ng ta.!

. [Trang 616] Quyét dinh hanh dong ngay 20-
21/8 dat dugc bdi 10 tudéng lanh vao dém 18-
8: Tran Van Don, Tén That Pinh, D6 Cao Tri,
Tran Thién Khiém, Nguyén Khanh, [it hon
mot dong khéng giai mat],* Mai Hau Xuén,
Nguyén Ngoc Lé, Lé Vin Kim, va Duong Vin
Minh. Theo 16i D6n, 6ng Nhu khoéng khuyén
khich ho dat dén quyét dinh nay. Chi c6 lan
Nhu néi chuyén vé viéc du tru ké hoach nao dé
14 trong budi hop ngay 11 thang 7, v6i su hién
dién cua tat ca tuéng lanh. Tuéng Don khong
noi rod ai da triéu tap cac tuéng hop dém 18-8.
K& hoach nay bao gom viéc ban 1énh thiét quan
luat va tiép theo d6 dua nhiing nha su ti cac
tinh da vao Sai Gon tré vé chua cta ho 6 cac
tinh. K& hoach nay do cac tuéng lanh trinh
lén 6ng Nhu vao ngay 20-8. Ong Nhu bao ho
thao luan ké& hoach nay véi Téng Théong. Khi
cic tudng lanh trinh k& hoach 1én Diém thi 6ng
Nhu khéng ¢6 mét. Cac tuéng c6 mat lic do
la: Khiém, Tri, Khanh, Dinh, [it hon mit dong
khéng giai mat], Kim va Don. Tuéng Don ding
dau nhém tuéng lanh trinh k& hoach 1én Téng
Thong.

CIA: CUOC NOI CHUYEN Bi MAT CUA TUGNG TRAN VAN DON

because of special positions they hold; Ngo Dinh
Nhu being President’s thinker and Madame Nhu
his platonic wife.

[Page 616]

5. The decision for the action of 20-21 August was

reached by ten Generals during the evening of
18 Aug: Tran Van Don, Ton That Dinh, Do Cao
Tri, Tran Thien Khiem, Nguyen Khanh, [less than
1 1ine not declassified], Mai Huu Xuan, Nguyen
Ngoc Le, Le Van Kim, and Duong Van Minh.
According to Don, they had not been encouraged
to reach this decision by Nhu. Only time Nhu had
talked about any planning was at meeting 11 July
with all Generals present. Don did not say who
brought Generals together 18 Aug.

This planning included martial law and eventual
taking of bonzes who came from outside Saigon
and returning them to their own provinces and
pagodas. Plan was presented by Generals to Nhu
on 20 Aug. Nhu told them to discuss plans with
President. Nhu was not present when Generals
presented their plan to Diem . Generals present
were: Khiem, Tri, Khanh, Dinh, [less than 1 1ine
not declassified], Kim and Don. Don headed the
group that presented the plan to the President.

i Nguyén tac dung “platonic”, c6 nghia la than thiét, gin bo vé
mdt tinh than nhung khong c6 quan hé xac thit.

i (3 day ké tén thiéu mot ngudi, nhu vay c6 mot vi tuong dugc
quyét dinh gid kin.
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6. Cac tuéng lanh néi véi ong Diém réng tinh than

binh si dang suy giam, va trong thuc té ho da lo
s0 khi thay mot don linh dao ngli d&n miic gin
hét sach. Cac tuéng néi rang, nhiing ngudi vg
linh va céc si quan cap thap dang hoang mang.
Ho giai thich v6i Téng Thong vé tinh hinh khi
quan doi phai déi dau truc dién v6i Phat tu.
Tudéng Don xac nhan 6ng da noéi véi 6ng Diém
ring vin dé ngay 8-5 tai Hué 16 ra c6 thé da
gidi quyét dugc, nhung vi Viét cong da tra tron
vao Phat ti tai Chua X4 Loi. Don mé ta nhiing
su khéo 1éo duge st dung trong cac cube bidu
tinh ngay 11 thang 8, khi Thugng toa Thich
Tam Chau dién thuyét gay git truéc moét dam
déng ¢ Chua X4 Lgi. Thugng toa da thu hut
hoan toan su chid § cia dam dong bang nhiing
cau hoi nhu “Ching ta sé xudng duong cha?”
DPam déng ho to dap lai: “Cé, c6...” Dot nhién,
Thugng toa cit ngang: “Khéong, ching ta sé
khong xudng dudng. Khi quy vi néi rang ‘ching
ta sé xuong duong’ thi diéu d6 ciing gidng nhu
da xuéng duong rdi.” Tuéng Poén cho rang vi
Thugng toa biét tiéng Anh, Thich Dic Nghiép,
14 rdt nguy hiém va céc tuéng lanh s¢ rang
néu nhiing 1anh dao Phat gido quy tu mot dam
déng du 16n, ho c6 thé huéng doan biéu tinh
dén Dinh Gia Long va quan ddi c6 thé sé khong
ngan can ho.

7. Pon néi rang Téng Thong Diém ra quyét dinh

thiét quan luat sau khi cac tuéng dé nghi nhu
thé. Diém ra quyét dinh dua quan doi tran giti
cac diém chién luge & Sai Gon va Cho Lén, va

CIA: CUOC NOI CHUYEN Bi MAT CUA TUGNG TRAN VAN DON

6. Generals told President that morale of troops

was deteriorating, and in fact they feared that
one military post was near state of desertion.
Generals said that wives of soldiers and junior
officers were getting upset. They explained to
President the situation as the military saw it vis-
a-vis the Buddhists. Don claims he told Diem
that 8 May affair in Hue could have been settled
but that the VC had penetrated Buddhists in
Xa Loi Pagoda. Don described tactics used in
demonstrations on 11 Aug when bonze Thich
Tam Chau was haranguing the crowd at Xa Loi.
Chau held crowd spellbound with questions like
“are we going to march in streets”? Crowd would
call back “yes”. Suddenly Chau would say “no,
we will not march in the streets. The fact that
you have said we are going to march in streets
is same as marching in the streets.” Don felt that
the bonze who spoke English, Thich Duc Nghiep,
was very dangerous and the Generals feared
that if the Buddhist leaders assembled a large
enough crowd they could order a march toward
Gia Long Palace and the army would not stop
them.

7. Don said the President made decision to establish

martial law after the Generals had recommended
it. Diem made the decision to bring in troops to
occupy strategic points of Saigon/Cholon and
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chap thuan dé nghi dua ciac nha su da vao Sai
Gon vé lai cac chua cua ho 6 tinh. Tuy nhién,
Téng Thong can din khong duge giy thuong
tén cho cac vi su. Tuéng Pén néi didu d6 lam
ong rat cam déng khi Téng Thong yéu ciu ho
khong lam hai cdc Phat td. Diém bd nhiém
Tuéng Don tam thoi k& nhiém Tuéng Lé Vin
Ty. Diém giao cho Don quyén chi huy tat ca
quan doi Nam VN, thuc hién 1énh thiét quan
luat, va ap dung cac bién phap can thiét. Tudéng
Toén That Pinh dude bé nhiém lam Téng Tran
Biét Khu Thu D6 Sai Gon/Chg Lén. Luc Lugng
Dac Biét cua Dai Ta Lé Quang Tung van duéi
quyén Téng Théng Phu. Pon chi ra ring Pinh
khong chi huy linh ctia Tung, m#c du Dinh
1a Téng Tran Quan Khu Thu Po. [trang 617]
DPinh trong cuong vi Téng Tran c¢6 phoi hop véi
Don, nhung Pon khong chi huy Dinh. Dinh ¢
xin 1énh Bo Téng Tham Muu vé cac chi dan,
nhung Dinh khong thuc hién tit ca cac lénh
cia Bo Téng Tham Muu. Dinh, trong cuong
vi Téng Trén, ciing nhan lénh ti Téng Théng
Pht giong nhu Dai T4 Tung. Dén néi Dai Ta
Tung 14 ké nguy hiém vi 6ng ta khong do quan
d6i kiém soat va chi thi hanh 1énh duy nhat tu
Téng Théng Ph.

DPon cling noéi rang cac tuéng lanh rat ghét tinh
buéng binh cia Tung. Tung nhan 1énh cua ca
Diém va Nhu. Tung hgp tac v6i Nhu, nhung
khi cin thi quyét dinh 14 tit Téng Théng. Tuéng
Pon néi rang cac tuéng lanh khac ung ho Pon,
chi trit mot s6 tuéng lanh tré. Nhiing tuéng tré

CIA: CUOC NOI CHUYEN Bi MAT CUA TUGNG TRAN VAN DON

approved the recommendation to move bonzes
visiting Saigon back to their provinces and their
pagodas. President insisted however that none
of the bonzes be hurt. Don said this touched him
very much that the President should insist on
their not harming the Buddhists. Diem appointed
General Don as temporary successor to General
Le Van Ty. Diem made Don responsible for all
troops in SVN, the conduct of martial law, and
implementation of necessary measures. General
Ton That Dinh was appointed Military Governor
of Saigon/Cholon. Colonel Le Quang Tung’s
troops of Special Forces High Command remain
under the control of the Presidency. Don pointed
out that Dinh did not command Tung’s troops
even though he is Military Governor of Saigon/
Cholon. [Page 617] Dinh as Military Governor
coordinates with Don but Don does not command
Dinh. Dinh does ask General Staff for guidance
but he does not execute all General Staff orders.
He receives his orders as Military Governor from
the Presidency just as Colonel Tung does. Don
said Col. Tung is dangerous because he is not
subject to military control and executes orders
only from Presidency.

Don also said that the Generals hate Tung’s guts.
Tung is responsive to both Diem and Nhu. Tung
coordinates with Nhu, but when decision is made,
it comes from the President. General Don said
that the other Generals support him (Don) except
some of the younger Generals. These younger
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nay ghen ty viéc Pon ndm quyén tu lénh caa
Tuéng Ty. Nhung Dén khong ké tén tuéng tré
nao. Don bi chi trich béi cac tuéng tré nay vi
da c6 hanh dong dan ap Phat gido. Dai da s6
tuéng lanh VN déu 1a Phat ti. Don dua ra dan
chiing: “Khi t6i muén bao Tuéng Tran Ti Oai
diéu gi, Oai néi véi toi rang o6ng ta 1a dan su;
ong ta c6 trach nhiém dan suy.”

Khi dugc hoi cu thé 14 Tuéng Nguyén Khanh cé
ung ho Don hay khong, Pon tra 16i rang Khanh
ung ho Pon 100%. Pén ciling néi rang Duong
Van Minh, Tran Van Minh, cac tuéng Tri,
Khiém, Kim va “ngay ca Tuéng Xudn” ciing
ung ho Don. Khi dude hoi vé Tuéng Van Thanh
Cao, Dan biéu, c6 ndm trong k& hoach khong,
Do6n néi rang Van Thanh Cao hoan toan ngoai
cudc. Cac tuéng khac nhin Van Thanh Cao nhu
la dan su.

. Tuéng Pon noéi ong khong biét rang Phat gido

do sap bi tdn cong bdi canh sat va Luc lugng
bac biét (LLDB). Tuéng Dinh, trong cucng
vi Téng Tran, nhan 1énh tit Téng Thong Phu
va dudc cho biét 1a luc lugng ctia Dai T4 Tung
sé dugc dung hd trg cho canh sat, vi LLDB c6
nhiing “phuong tién dic biét. ”

Po6n am chi nhung khong néi ré rang 1énh [tan
cong] dua ra ti 6ng Nhu. Dau hiéu dau tién
giip Tuéng Don biét vé viéc cac chua bi tan
cong 1a khi 6ng nghe tit séng truyén thanh bo
chi huy. Cac Tuéng Khiém va Don c6 mit ¢ B
Téng Tham Muu (BTTM) khi nghe rdng cac
chua da bi tdn céng. Tudng Don lap ttc di tu
van phong BTTM téi Chua X4 Lgi. Giam doc

CIA: CUOC NOI CHUYEN Bi MAT CUA TUGNG TRAN VAN DON

Generals are jealous of Don’s having assumed
General Ty’s command. Don did not name any
of these younger Generals. Don was criticized
by these younger Generals for the action that
was taken against the Buddhists. Majority of
Vietnamese Generals are Buddhist. For example,
Don said, “when | want to tell General Tran Tu
Oai something, Oai tells me he is a civilian; he
has civilian responsibility”.

When asked specifically if General Nguyen Khanh
supported Don, Don replied that Khanh was 100
percent with him. Don said also that Duong Van
Minh, Tran Van Minh, Generals Tri, Khiem, Kim
and “even Xuan” were with him. When asked if
General Van Thanh Cao, the delegate, was in
on any of the planning, Don said Cao was left
completely out. He is considered by the other
Generals to be a civilian.

. General Don said he was not aware that the

Buddhists were going to be attacked by the
Police and Vietnamese Special Forces. Dinh, as
Military Governor, received his orders from the
Presidency and was told Colonel Tung’s troops
would be used to reinforce Police because VNSF
had “special means”.

Don intimated but did not state that the orders
came from Nhu. First indication General Don had
thatpagodas were attacked was when he received
call on his command radio. Generals Khiem and
Don were at JGS when they heard that pagodas
had been attacked. Don went immediately from
his command post to Xa Loi. Police commissioner
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Canh sat Tran Van Tu dang chi huy tran tan
cong tai Chua Xa Lgi, yém trg béi LLDB cuaa
Dai ta Tung & vong quanh khu vuc. Canh sat 1a
nhiing ngudi dau tién tién vao chua. Khi Don
t6i Chua Xa Lgi, mot trung dy canh sat dang
chi huy mot don vi bén trong Chua X4 Lgi. Cac
vi su trong chiia da bi bat dua di trude khi Pén
t6i. Trong toan bd chién dich & day, téng cong
30 nguoi bi thuong, trong d6 c6 5 ngudsi nguy
kich; nhiing con s& nay bao gom ca nhan vién
cong luc va Phat tti. Khong c6 vi su nao bi giét
0 Chua X4 Lgi. Vao ldc 4 gi6 30 sang ngay 21-8,
chién dich quan su hoan tit; nhiéu diém chién
luge da dugc tran gidi. Pén néi rang c6 1.420
nha su bi bit khip mién Nam VN.

. Tuéng Doén rat tu hao vé viéc cac tuéng lanh

da c6 thé git bi mat trude khi khéi dong chién
dich [dao chanh]. Dén ciing tu hao vé k§ thuat
ap dung bdi quan doi va ong néi [trang 618]
“moi ngudi ludn noéi vé cac dai ta, nhiing nguoi
sé t0 chtic dao chanh. Ho khong c6 kha nang
d6. Ching t6i da chiing minh diéu nay bang
k& hoach va k§ thuat cta ching t6i.” Ong dan
ra mot thi du vé cudc dado chanh ngay 11-11-
1960, 1a k& hoach cua cac dai ta, da that bai.
Tuéng Don khong bay to phan @ing cad nhan vé
tran tan cong cac chua. Pon c6 néi rang o6ng
muén thuc hién theo ké hoach ban dau cua éng
14 thanh loc tat cd nhiing nha su [t cac tinh
vao Sai Gon] va dua tra vé chua cta ho 6 cac
tinh. Pon ciing néi rang My dang gitt su Thich
Tri Quang 6 Tru sé Ngoai giao doan (USOM).

CIA: CUOC NOI CHUYEN Bi MAT CUA TUGNG TRAN VAN DON

Tran Van Tu was in command at Xa Loi Pagoda
backed up by Colonel Tung’'s Special Forces in
the periphery of the area. The Police were the
first to enter the pagoda. When Don arrived at
Xa Loi, a police lieutenant was already in charge
of a detail inside Xa Loi. The Xa Loi bonzes had
already been taken away when Don arrived. In
the whole operation a total of thirty people were
wounded, five seriously. This figure includes
GVN and Buddhist casualties. No bonzes were
killed at Xa Loi. At 0430 hours on morning of 21
Aug the military operation had been completed
as far as the occupation of the strategic points by
the military were concerned. Don said that 1420
bonzes were under detention throughout SVN.

9. General Don was very proud of the fact that the

Generals had been able to maintain secrecy
prior to initiation of this operation. He was also
proud of the technique employed by the troops
and he said [Page 618]“everybody always talks
of colonels who will pull coups d’etat. They are
incapable. We have proven this by our planning
and our technique”. He cited as an example the 11
November 1960 coup d’etat which was planned
by colonels and failed. Don did not express his
personal reaction to the attack on the pagodas.
Don did say that he wants to carry out his original
plan to screen all the bonzes and return them to
their provinces and to their pagodas. Don also
said that the US is holding Thich Tri Quang in
USOM. Don added that Tri Quang was one of
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Pon thém rang su Thich Tri Quang la mot
trong nhiing ngudi kich déng chinh, va Chinh
phtt VNCH muén bit giam vi su nay. (Nhan
xét: Tuéng Don 10 vé tin ring su Tri Quang la
mot trong hai nha su dang ty nan trong Tru s6
Ngoai giao doan. Nhung mot vién chiic CAS;!
biét rd thay Tri Quang, da nhin thay ca 2 vi su
d6 vao ngay 24-8 va xac nhéan khéng cé ai trong
s6 ho 1a thay Tri Quang.)

10. Chinh Tuéng D6n da nghe cong luan Viét Nam

quy trach quan doi trong viéc tadn cong cac ngodi
chuia. Ong néi ring chinh pht My c¢6 151 vé su
ngd nhan d6 vi dai VOA loan tin rang quan doi
VNCH t4n cong cac chua. Déon chit van tai sao
dai VOA khong néi rang Luc Luong Pac Biét
cta Dai T4 Tung va canh sat da thuc hién viéc
nay? Tuéng Pén tin réang nhu vay sé gitp ich
cho quin ddi trong thoi diém nay. Tuéng Don
noéi, ngudi My nén néi rd 14p trudng cia minh.
Tuéng Don khong mudn 6ng Diém bi thay thé,
ching han béi mot ngudi luu vong nhu Hoan
(c6 18 Don muén néi dén Nguyén Ton Hoan),
ngudi hién dang c6 mit 6 Hoa Ky. Don néi rang
trong quan doi hién nay khong ai thay dugc
ong Diém. Pon don ci trudng hgp chinh é6ng
nhu mot thi du. Ong néi: “T6i khong da thong
minh, cting khong c¢6 tham vong. T61i chi lam
cong viéc lién két cac tudéng lanh véi nhau.”

11. Pén ngu ¥ réng 6ng nhan thic duge nhiing
dién tién tuong lai theo k& hoach. Ong néi: “Day
12 bude dau tién, con bi mat vé nhiing gi sip xay
dén thi khong phai viéc caa t6i dé néi ra.” Khi

i CAS la van phong tinh bao CIA ¢ Sai Gon. (ND)

CIA: CUOC NOI CHUYEN Bi MAT CUA TUGNG TRAN VAN DON

the the main agitators and the GVN wants to take
him in custody. (Field comment: Don apparently
believes Tri Quang is one of the two bonzes
taking refuge in USOM. A CAS officer who knows
Tri Quang well saw both of the bonzes in USOM
on 24 August and confirmed that neither is Tri
Quang.)

10. General Don has heard personally that the

military is being blamed by Viethnamese public for
the attack on the pagodas. He said that the US
Govt is at fault for this misconception because
VOA announced that the military took action
against the pagodas. Don queried why VOA did
not admit that Colonel Tung’s Special Forces and
the Police carried out the action. Don believes
this would help the military at this point. Don
stated that the USA should now make its position
known. Don does not want Diem replaced, for
example, by an exile like Hoan (possibly Nguyen
Ton Hoan)whoiis presently in the US. He admitted
that within the military there is no one who could
replace Diem. He cited, as an example, himself,
saying, “I'm not smart nor am | ambitious. | only
took the job to keep the Generals together”.

. Don implied he is aware of planned future

developments. He said “This is the first step, and
the secret of what is going to happen is not mine
to give”. When asked how long he thought martial
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dugc héi thiét quan luat sé kéo dai bao lau, Don
noéi sé tuy theo tinh hinh. Khi duge hoi liéu cudc
bau ct Quéc hoi vao ngay 31-8 ¢6 dudc td chiic
hay khong, Pén néi c6 thé sé hoan lai, nhung
sé c6 su néi 16ng thiét quan luat vao ngay 24-8
trong muic do 1énh giéi nghiém dudgc suy tinh.
12. Tuéng Poén khéng néi gi vé viée dé 6ng Diem
ti€p tuc ndm quyén hay thay thé& ngusi khac
tai Nam VN, ngoai trit ong néi rang ong khong
muén mot trong cic chinh khach luu vong vé
nim quyeén, va rang khéng nhan vat quin su
nao c6 thé thay thé Téng Thoéng. Vién chiic
CAS c6 4n tugng, va chi 1a 4n tugng thoi, rang
Tuéng Dén va nhém clia 6ng mudn giti 6ng
Diém tié€p tuc ndm quyén trong giai doan hién
nay theo ké& hoach cua ho.

13. Pon ciling noéi 6ng nhan thiic rang 6ng rat co
thé sé bi “hy sinh” do két qua cta viéc thuc
hién thiét quan luat, nhung diéu nay khéng
qua quan trong, bdi vi ¢6 nhiing 1anh dao quin
su khac sé thay vi tri cua 6ng. Don khong néu
tén ai. Pon cho 4n tuong réang é6ng khéng phai
ngudi ding sau moi chuyén. Ong khong thuc
su ndm quyén. Ong chiu trach nhiém giai doan
diu tién. S& c6 nhiing ngudi khac trong nhém
nhan lanh thuc hién cic giai doan tiép theo.
Nhiing 101 Dén néi khong hé am chi mot hay
mot sd ngudi nao [trang 619] sé ding ra thuc
hién cac giai doan khac. Pén nhic dén su kién
VOA dang nhian manh ban tin vé viéc Dai st
Tran Van Chuong ti chtc.! Pon lap lai rang
cac ban tin VOA lam tén thuong quén doi. Ong

CIA: CUOC NOI CHUYEN Bi MAT CUA TUGNG TRAN VAN DON

law would last, Don said it depended on what
is going to happen. When asked if the National
Assembly elections on 31 Aug would be held he
said the elections will probably be delayed, but
there will be a relaxation of martial law on 24 Aug
as far as curfew is concerned.

12. Don did not say anything about keeping Diem in

power or replacing him with someone inside SVN
beyond his statement that he did not want one of
the Vietnamese exile politicians to achieve power
and that no military figure could do the job. CAS
officer received the impression, and it was an
impression only, that Don and his group wished
to retain Diem in power for the present phase of
their plan.

13. Don also said that he realizes he will probably be

“sacrificed” as a result of the martial law action but
this is not too important because there are other
military leaders who will take his place. He did
not name them. Don gave the impression that he
is not the man behind the whole thing. He is the
figurehead. He is responsible for the first phase.
There are others in the group who will take over
other phases. Nothing Don said implied who the
man or men might be who [Page 619] would take
over other phases. Don mentioned the fact that
VOA s playing up the resignation of Ambassador
Chuong. He repeated that VOA broadcasts are
hurting the military. He said it does no good to

i Ong Chuong la cha rugt clia ba Nhu, tif chiéc BPai st VN ¢ Hoa

say that military action has been taken against
Ky dé phadn d6i nha Ngo dan ap Phat .
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noi, khong cé gi tich cuc khi néi rang quan doi
VN dan ap Phat t va chinh phu My 1én an
viéc nay, roi cing ldc lai néi rang My sé tiép tuc
vién trg. Pon khong md rong van dé dé néi dén
nhiing gi nguci My nén lam.

14. Pén khéng nhéic t6i Phé Téng Théng Tho hay

bat ky Bo Trudng nao.

15. P6n néi rang sau giai doan dau tién nay, moi

viéc khong thé dao ngude dé trd lai nhu trude
d6. Khi dugc héi c6 phai 6ng néi vé chinh phu,
Don tra loi, “Vang, téi dang néi chuyén vé
chinh pht. Téng Théng phai thay déi mét so
B6 trudng.” Pén khong ké tén bt ky Bo trudng
nao cu thé. Pén néi cac su kién dang quyét
dinh tinh hinh. D6n néi néu 6ng phai chon gitia
Téng thong Diém va Nhu, éng sé chon Téng
thong. Don khong noéi gi vé chuyén cac si quan
khac c6 thé nghi gi vé Nhu. Khi duge héi néu
¢6 chuyén xay ra, va Téng Théng Diém khong
con giti quyén luc, Don c6 sé lam viée véi Nhu
khong, Dén néi: “Néu toéi phai lua chon gitia
Téng Théng Diém va Nhu, ngudsi phai ra di 1a
Nhu.” Dén khong muén Nhu.

16. Vién chtic tuong trinh nhan ra 4n tugng tu

Don ring méic da Téng théng vAn nidm quyén
lyc nhung moi dién bién tinh hinh dang do Nhu
kiém soat. C6 4n tugng manh mé riang Tudng
Pon khong hoan toan nhan thic dudge day dua
moi viéc dang dién ra quanh 6ng. T nhiing
phat biéu cta Tuéng Pén, c6 vé nhu mét thanh
phan tré trong cac tuéng lanh dang gay ric roi
cho 6ng. Pén am chi rang 6ng mudn c6 su bao

CIA: CUOC NOI CHUYEN Bi MAT CUA TUGNG TRAN VAN DON

the Buddhists and that the U.S. Govt deplores
this action and at the same time say that the
USA continues aid. He did not expand on this to
indicate what action the USA should take.

14. Don made no mention of Vice President Tho or

of any other Cabinet members.

15. Don said that after this first phase, things cannot

revert back to what was before. When asked if
he referred to the government, Don said, “yes,
I’'m talking about the government. The President
has got to change some of his Ministers.” Don
did not name any specific ministers. He said
events are controlling the situation. Don said if
he had to choose between President Diem and
Nhu, he would choose the President. He gave no
indication of what other officers might be thinking
about Nhu. When asked if something happens,
and the President is no longer in power, would
Don go with Nhu, Don said “if | have the choice
between the President and Nhu, Nhu is going.”
He doesn’t want Nhu.

16. Reporting officer received the impression from

Don that although the President is still in the
saddle what is going on now is being controlled
by Nhu. The impression is strong that General
Don is not completely aware of everything that is
going on around him. From Don’s statements it
appears that there is a junior element among the
Generals causing him trouble. Don indicated that
he wants assurances one way or the other from
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dam cach nay hay cach khac tit phia chinh phu
Mg§. Ong c6 vé khong biét phai lam gi ké tiép.
Don hoan toan bi kiém soét béi cac su kién va
phan tng cht khong [chu ddng] 1én ké& hoach
cho hoat dong k& tiép. C6 vé nhu ban than Don
cam thay ong khong du quyén luc anh hudng
dén céc tuéng lanh dé lat @6 Téng Théng. Tuy
nhién, Pon khong tao ra 4n tuong rang 6ng cé
¥ muén lat d6 Téng thong. Ong ré rang muén
hoa giai v6i cac Phat ti va néi rang quan doi
nén khoi phuc lai cac chua va cac pho tugng
da bi pha hiy ¢ mot s6 chua. Don khong néi gi
vé giai doan thi nhi cua k& hoach. Dén khong
néi rd giai doan dau sé kéo dai bao 1au, nhung
¢6 n6i rang sé kéo dai téi sau cude bau cit Quoc
Hé1 nhu da dinh.

17. An tugng cua ching t6i 1a trong nhiing 16i cua
Tuéng Pén c¢6 ¥ nghia dang ké ring day chi la
giai doan dau, va bi mat cta cac giai doan tuong
lai khong phai 6ng 1a ngudi néi ra duge . Chiing
t61 khong thé xac dinh liéu ¢6 phai y Pén muén
néi rang cac giai doan tuong lai bao gom “su bi
mat” sé duge kiém soat tit bén trong quan doi,
hodc 1a bdi Nhu, hodc cac nhan vat dan su khac
ch&ng han. Pon [trang 620] khong néu nhan
xét dich danh bat ky nhan vat dan su nao. Don
néi, muc tiéu chinh cia quan déi 1a chién dau
chéng Viét cong. Pon cling néi rang khong hé
¢6 budi hop ngay 10 thang 8 gitia cac tuéng véi
Ng6 Dinh Nhu.

18. Da gti thong tin vé cudc néi chuyén nay téi

Dai st Lodge va Tudéng Harkins (Tu 1énh Quan
vién Hoa ky tai VN).

CIA: CUOC NOI CHUYEN Bi MAT CUA TUGNG TRAN VAN DON

the U.S. Govt. He appears not to know what to do
next. He is completely controlled by events and
reacts rather than plans next moves. It seems
Don himself feels he does not have the power
of [or?] enough influence over the Generals to
overthrow the President. However Don did not
give the impression that he wants by choice to
overthrow the President. Don evidently wants to
conciliate the Buddhists and said that the military
should restore the pagodas and the holy statues
that were destroyed in some of the pagodas. Don
made no statements on the second phase of the
plan. Don did not indicate how long the first phase
would last but did indicate it would last beyond
the scheduled National Assembly elections.

17. Our impression is that there is considerable

significance in Don’s statement that this is only
the first phase and the secret of future phases is
not his to tell. We cannot determine whether Don
means that future phases containing the “secret”
will be controlled from within the military or, for
example, by Nhu, or by other civilian figures. Don
[Page 620] made no comment on any civilians by
name. He said the Army’s primary aim is to fight
the Viet Cong. Don also said that there was no

10 August Generals’ meeting with Ngo Dinh Nhu.

18. Have disseminated to Lodge and Harkins.
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PIEN VAN 243 TOI MAT
NGAY 24/8/1963
cua Bo Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky
Cu si Nguyén Giac dich

- Soan thao ngay 24/8/1963: Roger Hilsman (Giam
déc Phong Tinh bdo va Nghién ctiu)

- Théng qua nédi dung: Roger Hilsman, Michael
Forrestal (Thanh vién Hoi déng An ninh Quéc
gia), George Ball (Thit truéng Bé Ngoai giao)

- Chép thuan chuyén di va dua vao phan loai:
Averell Harriman (Tha Trudng Ngoai Giao vé
Vién Péng Su Vu)

- Gial mat ngay 20/4/1998.
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LOI NGUOI DICH:

Dién vin nay trong Tu DPién Bach Khoa M3é
Wikipedia goi bang nhiéu tén khac nhau: DEPTEL
243, Telegram 243, hay August 24 Cable, hay ngin
gon hon 14 Cable 243. Phan 16n noi dung ctia dién vin
nay cting dugc trich lai trong The Pentagon Papers.

C6 vai diém ghi nhan nhu sau:

¢ Dién vin 243 chi gti t6i cap cao nhat, trong céc
nha ngoai giao My tai VN chi gti riéng t6i Dai
st Henry Cabot Lodge; con trong giéi quan
su My chi gti riéng t6i D6 Doc Harry Felt, Tu
Lénh Quan Luc My Thai Binh Duong.

¢ Chinh phu My y quyén cho Dai st Lodge néi
thdng v6i 6ng Diém, ring M§ khéng déng ¥
viéc 6ng Nhu chi huy canh sat va Luc Lugng
Dic Biét tdn cong cac chua.

. ny quyén cho Lodge doi 6ng Diém tra tu do tic
khéc cho ting ni, va x6a bé Du S8 10 tiic khic.
Néi théng, néu khong lam, My sé ngung moi
vién trg quan su va kinh té.

e Uy quyén cho Lodge néi véi cac tuéng lanh Viét
Nam ring My sé ung ho trong thoi gian chuyén
tiép quyén luc dé g& bd ong ba Nhu, va néu
Diém ngoan c6, sé thay thé Diém luén.

e Cho Dai st Lodge toan quyén soan ké hoach,
thuc hién.
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281. PIEN VAN BO NGOAI GIAO HOA KY GUI TOA PAI
SUTAI VIET NAM'

Yéu cau: Chuyén dén Toa Pai stt My tai Sai
Gon - Xt ly tite khic.

Dién van s6 243. Chi danh riéng cho Pai St
Lodge - Do1 véi Tu lénh Luc luong Thai Binh Duong
/ C6 van Chinh tri, chi gui riéng dén D6 déc Harry
Felt. Khong gt dén bat ky noi nao khac. Vé céc dién
van CAS 265% gui tu Sai Gon béo cdo quan diém cia
Tuéng Poén, Pién vin 320, Pién vin 316* va Dién
van 329 ciing déu gui tir Sai Gon. - Gis day da qua
rd, cho dut 1énh thiét quan luat c6 phai do quan doi dé
nghi hay do 6ng Nhu ltta d6i dua ho vao bay, thi ong
Nhu ciing d4 1¢i dung hiéu luc ctia 1énh d6 dé tan cong
vao cac chiia bang canh sat va Luc Lugng Diac Biét
cua 6ng Tung, trung thanh véi Nhu, va do d6 da d6
trach nhiém cho quan doi trong mét thé giéi va dan
ching VN. Ciing thdy r6 ring éng Nhu sip xép dé tu
minh git vi tri chi huy.

Chinh pht My khéng thé ch&p nhan tinh trang
quyén luc ndm trong tay 6ng Nhu. Ong Diém phai
dugc trao cho co hoi dé loai bé 6ng Nhu va bé phai,
thay thé ho v6i cac nhan sy chinh tri va quan su xuat
sic nhat hién coé.

" Ngudn: B Ngoai Giao, h6 so Har-Van, Lat d6 Chinh phii Diém
tai mién Nam VN, 1963. T6i mat; XU ly tdc thoi. Ban in ciing
liu hanh trong Quan hé My-Viét, 1945-1967, Quyén 12, trang
536-537 va trong Ho so Gidi mat, 1975, 321B.

2 Tham chiéu FRUS 1961-1963, Vol IlI, HS sa 275.

3 Tham chiéu FRUS 1961-1963, Vol IlI, HS sc 274

4 Xem cudc chu s6 3, FRUS 1961-1963, Vol Ill, Hb sa 276.

5 Tham chiéu FRUS 1961-1963, Vol Ill, H6 so 276.
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281. TELEGRAM FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE
TO THE EMBASSY IN VIETNAM'

Action: AmEmbassy SAIGON - OPERATIONAL IMMEDIATE

243. Eyes only Ambassador Lodge. For CINCPAC/
POLAD exclusive for Admiral Felt. No further distribution.
Re CAS Saigon 0265% reporting General Don’s views;
Saigon 320° Saigon 316* and Saigon 329.° - It is now
clear that whether military proposed martial law or
whether Nhu tricked them into it, Nhu took advantage of
its imposition to smash pagodas with police and Tung’s
Special Forces loyal to him, thus placing onus on military
in eyes of world and Viethamese people. Also clear that
Nhu has maneuvered himself into commanding position.

US Government cannot tolerate situation in which power
lies in Nhu’s hands. Diem must be given chance to rid
himself of Nhu and his coterie and replace them with
best military and political personalities available.

' Source: Department of State, Har-Van Files, Overthrow of
the Diem Government in South Vietnam, 1963. Top Secret;
Operational Immediate. Printed also in United States-Vietnam
Relations, 1945-1967, Book 12, pp. 536-537 and Declassified
Documents, 1975, 321B.

2 FRUS 1961-1963, Vol Ill, Doc. 275
3 FRUS 1961-1963, Vol lll, Doc. 274
4 See footnote 3, FRUS 1961-1963, Vol Ill, Doc. 276.
5 FRUS 1961-1963, Vol lll, Doc. 276

131



HO SO MAT 1963 - Tif cac nguon tai liéu cia chinh pha My

Trong truong hop 6ng da hét stic thuyét phuc ma
ong Diém van ctng rin va tit choi [nghe theol, thi
ching ta budc phai d6i dién vé6i thuc t& 1a rat c6 thé
khong git 6ng Diém dugc ntia.”

Gio day ching t6i tin rang nhat thiét phai hanh
dong khan cdp dé ngin can khéng cho Nhu cling c&
viing chéc hon nita vi tri caa 6ng ta. Do vay, trit phi
ong tham khao véi Tuéng Harkins (Tu Lénh Quan doi
Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam - MACV) va nhan dugc nhiing
phan bién quan trong hon, néu khéng thi 6ng dugc ty
quyén tién hanh cac viéc sau:

1. Truée hét, chung ta phai tiép tuc ap luc 6 cac
mtic d6 thich nghi d61 v6i chinh phu VNCH
nhu sau:

a. Chinh phu Hoa Ky khéng thé ch&p nhan
nhiing hanh vi dan ap Phat ti cia 6ng Nhu
va tay chan duéi vo boc thiét quan luat.

b. Nhat thiét phai ¢6 cac hanh vi manh mé ttc
khic dé diéu chinh tinh hinh, bao gbm ca
viéc g& bo Du s6 10," tra tu do cho cac vi su,
cac ni ¢b, vAn van... da bi bat git.

2. Chuing ta dong thoi cling phai cho cac tuéng
lanh then chét biét rang, Hoa Ky khong thé
tiép tuc ung ho chinh phta VN vé mét quan su
va kinh té&, trtt phi cac buéc néi trén dudc thuc
hién ttc khic, ma theo nhan thtc ciia ching
ta 1a phai loai bd 6ng ba Nhu ra khodi chinh
truong. Chiing ta mong mudn tao cho 6ng Diém
mét co hoi hgp 1y dé loai bé 6ng ba Nhu, nhung
néu 6ng Diém van ciing nhic khong thay d6i
thi ching ta sdn sang chdp nhan két qua hién
nhién 14 khéng thé tng ho 6ng Diém dudc niia.

' V& Du s6 10 ban hanh ngay 6 thang 8 nim 1950, xem cudc chd
s6 2, hdsa 116.
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If, in spite of all of your efforts, Diem remains obdurate
and refuses, then we must face the possibility that Diem
himself cannot be preserved.

We now believe immediate action must be taken to
prevent Nhu from consolidating his position further.
Therefore, unless you in consultation with Harkins
perceive overriding objections you are authorized to
proceed along following lines:

(1) First, we must press on appropriate levels of
GVN following line:

(a) USG cannot accept actions against Buddhists
taken by [Page 629] Nhu and his collaborators
under cover martial law.

(b) Prompt dramatic actions redress situation
must be taken, including repeal of decree 10,’
release of arrested monks, nuns, etc.

(2) We must at same time also tell key military leaders
that US would find it impossible to continue
support GVN militarily and economically unless
above steps are taken immediately which we
recognize requires removal of the Nhus from the
scene. We wish give Diem reasonable opportunity
to remove Nhus, but if he remains obdurate, then
we are prepared to accept the obvious implication
that we can no longer support Diem. You may

' Regarding Decree No. 10 of August 6, 1950, see footnote 2,
Document 116.
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Ong ciing ¢6 thé néi véi cac tudng lanh nao
thich hgp réng chiing ta sé ing ho truc tiép d6i
v6i ho trong bat ky giai doan chuyén tiép nao
khi co ché chinh pht trung uong bi pha va.

3. Chuing t6i thita nhan su can thiét phai x6a bd
vét nho cho quan ddi vé chién dich tfin cong cac
chuia va quy trach nhlem truc tiép vé 6ng Nhu.
Ong duge toan quyén dua ra nhiing tuyén bo
nhu thé tai Sai Gon sao cho dat dugc muc dich
nay. Ching t6i 6 Washington sin sang c6 dong
thai tuong tu va sé cho dai VOA loan tin phu
hop v6i noi dung trong btic dién sip téi ngay
khi éng gtii vé, nén c6 ging cang sém cang tot.

Cung v6i nhiing diéu trén, Dai sii va cac vién chtic
ngoai giao tai VN nén khén cap khao sat tit ca nhiing
kha niang thay thé lanh dao hién c6 va soan nhiing
ké& hoach chi tiét vé viéc 1am thé nao chung ta c6 thé
thay thé Diém néu diéu nay trd nén can thiét.

Diéu tat nhién 1a 6ng phai tham khdo véi Tuéng
Harkins vé bat ky bién phap phong ngiia cdn trong
nao cin thiét dé bao vé nhan vién Hoa Ky trong sudt
thoi gian khting hoang.

Ong nén biét, tit Washington ching t6i khong thé
gtii dén 6ng nhiing chi thi chi tiét vé viéc nén tién

' Tham chiéu dién van 244 gtii dén Saigon ngay 24 thang 8, lic
9:37 t6i, trong d6 Hilsman cung cap cho Toa bai SG noi dung
thong tin dé dong thoi cong bo tai Washington va Saigon. Ban
thong tin nay va ban tin dé xuat phat trén dai VOA déu nham
phéan tach cho cong luan thay r6 viéc ap dat lénh thiét quan clia
Quan doi Nam VN khong lién quan dén chién dich tan cong
vao cac chua do Luc IUOng Bdc biét clia Pai ta Tung va canh sat
mat thuc hién, cung vai viéc bat bo hang loat nguoi biéu tinh va
cac nha lanh dao Phat gido. Ban thong tin nay chi rd rang Luc
lugng Bac biét khong ndm dudi su chi huy ctia Quan doi. (Nguon
Department of State, Central Files, SOC 14-1 S VIET) V& noi dung
ban tin thuc su duoc phat trén song VOA, xem Hb so 287.)
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also tell appropriate military commanders we will
give them direct support in any interim period of
breakdown central government mechanism.

(8) We recognize the necessity of removing taint
on military for pagoda raids and placing blame
squarely on Nhu. You are authorized to have
such statements made in Saigon as you consider
desirable to achieve this objective. We are
prepared to take same line here and to have Voice
of America make statement along lines contained
in next numbered telegram whenever you give
the word, preferably as soon as possible.’

Concurrently with above, Ambassador and country
team should urgently examine all possible alternative
leadership and make detailed plans as to how we might
bring about Diem’s replacement if this should become
necessary.

Assume you will consult with General Harkins re any
precautions necessary protect American personnel
during crisis period.

You will understand that we cannot from Washington

' Reference is to telegram 244 to Saigon, August 24, 9:37 p.m.,
in which Hilsman provided the Embassy with a guidance for
simultaneous play in Washington and Saigon. This guidance
and the proposed VOA broadcast were supposed to separate in
the public’s mind the South Viethamese Army’s press imposition
of martial law and the attacks by Tung’s Special Forces and
the secret police on the pagodas and the large-scale arrests of
Buddhist leaders and demonstrators. The guidance pointed out
that the secret police and the Special Forces were not under the
command of the Armed Forces. (Department of State, Central
Files, SOC 14-1 S VIET) For text of the VOA guidance as actually
broadcast, see Document 287.
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hanh nhiing hoat dong nay nhu thé nao, nhung éng
ciing nén biét rang ching t6i luén tng hd hoan toan
nhiing hoat dong cia 6ng nham dat dude cac muc tiéu
cua ching ta.

Diéu khong can phai néi la ching t6i da git kin
dién van nay chi trong pham vi nhiing ngusi ¢6 lién
quan thiét yé&u, va tat nhién 6ng cling phai c6 su canh
gidc tuong tu dé tranh viéc ro ri thong tin qua sém.

BALL
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give you detailed instructions as to how this operation
should proceed, but you will also know we will back you
to the hilt on actions you take to achieve our objectives.

Needless to say we have held knowledge of this
telegram to minimum essential people and assume you
will take similar precautions to prevent premature leaks.

BALL
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CHIEN DICH TAN CONG CAC CHUA,
BAT 1.426 TANG NI CU SI

LOI NGUOI DICH

Sau day 1a btic Dién vén s6 320 trong Ho so da giai
mat “Foreign Relations of the United States, 1961-
1963” (Hb So Déi Ngoai Ctua Hoa Ky, 1961-1963) gtii
tt Dai St Hoa Ky Henry Cabot Lodge vé Bd Ngoai
Giao My. Dién van gui tu Sai Gon ngay 24-8-1963,
may ngay sau tran tdn cong hang loat vao cac chua 6
Mién Nam VN.

MOT SO PIEM GHI NHAN TU DIEN VAN 320

e Ong Nhu d4 bién stic manh Quan doi va Mat Vu
lam thé luc riéng cho gia dinh ho Ngb: triét tiéu
quyén luc Quan ddi bang cach tach riéng Luc
Luong Déc Biét va Canh sat Da chién lam canh
tay dé dan ap Phat tu.

¢ Cac Tuéng Lanh Quan doi khong biét gi vé chién
dich t4n coéng cac chua dém 20 rang ngay 21-
8-1963, trong d6 linh 6ng Nhu bit 1426 Tang
Ni Cu Si, trong d6 hau hét 1a tu si cap lanh dao
cua Phat giso.

e Ong Nhu da gai vii khi, chat nd vao chua dé vu
va.

e Dan ching d6 t6i cho Quén d6i, va sinh vién tu
kéu goi biéu tinh.
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® Quan doi cam thay bi té liét va c6 nguy co mat
kha nang chéng Cong. Ong Nhu da bién Quan
d61, mot luc lugng chéng Cong dé bao vé mién
Nam, thanh Iyc lugng riéng bao vé gia dinh ho
Ng6 chong lai dan ching.

e Quan ddi da nghi t6i giai phap ddy 6ng ba Nhu
ra ngoai chinh phu, gié é6ng Diém lam Téng
Thong.

Ban Viét dich cua Cu si Nguyén Giac.
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274. PIEN VAN TU TOA PAI SU TAI VIET NAM GUI VE
BO NGOAI GIAO'

Sai Gon, 24-8-1963, Iiic 6 gio chiéu

Dién van s6 320. Giti dén Tu Lénh Quan Luc Hoa
Ky tai Thai Binh Duong, cho cac C6 van Chinh tri).
Sau day la ban ghi nhé cudc néi chuyén giiia Rufus
Phillips, Giam déc ij Ban Hoa Ky vé Phat Trién
Nong Thoén, va Tudng Lé Van Kim vao ngay 23-8.

Bét dau vin ban: Sau day 1a 16i Tuéng Lé Van
Kim, ngudi hién giit chtc Phu t4 Quan hé Cong déng
cho Tuéng Tran Vian Pon, trong budi néi chuyén véi
to1 vao ngay 23-8. Tudng Kim 14 mot ban than cii cua
t61 va c¢6 yéu cau cudc néi chuyén nay dude git bi mat.

Tuéng Kim mé dau cau chuyén bing viéc cay ding
néi lén rang Quan ddi hién gis hanh déng nhu con réi
trong tay C6 vdn Nhu, ngudi da giang bay dé quéan
doi roi vao viéc ban hanh thiét quan luat. Quan doi,
ké ca cac tuéng Dinh va Pon, khong hé biét gi vé cac
ké& hoach tan cong Chua X4 Lgi va nhiing chua khéc.
Diéu nay dudc thuc hién béi Luc Lugng Dac Biét cua
Dai Ta Tung va canh sat di chién theo cac mat lénh
cia Nhu. Nhu hién dang nim quyén kiém soat va
Tuéng Don nhan 1énh tryc tiép ti 6ng ta.

Theo 161 Kim, ¢6 1.426 ngudi (Tang Ni cu si Phat
giao) da bi bat gitt. T4t ca chat nd va vii khi tim thay

' Ngudn: Bd Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky, Hb So Trung Uong, SOC 14-1 S
VIET. Mat; X ly tic khic; Phé bién han ché. GUi ban sao t6i Tu
Lénh Quan Luc Hoa Ky Thai Binh Duong. Hilsman da trich dan
dién van nay trong cudn To Move a Nation, cac trang 484-485,
nhu mot phan trong phuong phap cac tuéng lanh VNCH tiép
can véi cac vién chiic My.

140

CHIEN DICH TAN CONG CAC CHUA, BAT 1.426 TANG NI CU Si

274. TELEGRAM FROM THE EMBASSY IN VIETNAM TO
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE'

Saigon, August 24, 1963, 6 p.m.

320. CINCPAC for POLAD. Following is memorandum
of conversation between Rufus Phillips, Director of
USOM Rural Affairs, and General Le Van Kim held on
August 23:

Begin Text: Following are statements made to me by
General Le Van Kim, currently acting as Deputy for
Public Relations to General Don, during course of a
conversation with him on 23 August 1963. General Kim
is an old personal friend and asked that this conversation
be kept in closest personal confidence.

General Kim opened conversation by saying, bitterly,
that Army is now acting as puppet of Counselor Nhu,
who tricked it into establishing martial law. The Army,
including Generals Dinh and Don knew nothing of plans
to raid Xa Loi and other pagodas. This was carried out
by Colonel Tung’s Special Forces and combat police on
Nhu’s secret orders. Nhu is now in control and General
Don is taking orders directly from him.

According to Kim, 1426 people (Buddhist monks and
laymen) have been arrested. All of explosives and arms

' Source: Department of State, Central Files, SOC 14-1 S VIET.
Secret; Operational Immediate; Limit Distribution. Repeated to
CINCPAC. Hilsman cites this telegram in To Move a Nation,
pp. 484-485, as part of an approach by Vietnamese Generals to
American officials
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trong cac chuia chi 1a man dan canh d6 va. Hién nay
dan ching tin rang Quan d6i phai chiu trach nhiém
vé viéc dan ap Phat tli va quay sang chong d6i Quan
doi. Trit phi c6 su cai chinh va néi ro su that véi cong
ching, Quan doi s& mat kha niang chién dau chéng
Cong mot cach nghiém trong.

Tuéng Kim noi, cac sinh vién ctia khoa Y va khoa
Dugc Khoa thudc Pai hoc Sai Gon da t6 chiic biéu tinh
vao sdng ngay 23-8. Kim cam th4dy nhiing cudc bidu
tinh nay sé lan réng, va rang sinh vién sip chuyén
sang bao déng. Nhat 1énh vé kiém soat bao déng biéu
tinh da trao cho céac cap chi huy Quan do6i VNCH vao
sang ngay 23, va 6ng hy vong xung dot bao luc gitia
QuAn d6i va sinh vién c6 thé tranh duge. Tuy nhién,
Nhu d& ra lénh cho Cao Xuan V§ (Téng Giam Déc
Thanh Nién) phai t6 chtic mét cude biéu tinh khéng
16 ctia Luc Luogng Thanh Nién Céng Hoa véi khoang
hon 500.000 ngudi vao ngay 25-8. Kim tin rang mot
cudc biéu tinh 16n nhu thé, néu duge t6 chiic, sé c6 thé
dan t6i bao dong 6 miic khong hinh dung néi, va do d6
phai ¢6 tranh. Ong ngo ring Nhu sé khong chiu ling
nghe b4t ky 161 khuyén trai § nao vé chuyén biéu tinh.

T6i héi Tuéng Kim vé viéc Quan doi c6 doan két
hay khong. Ong néi, Nhu d4 ¢ ¥ phan chia quyén chi
huy gita Pai Ta Tung, Tuéng Dinh va Tuéng Don, va
dang dé1 phé véi tiing nguci mot cach riéng ré. Tuéng
Pon (1a [trang 614] anh ré cia Kim) khong c6 dude
nhiéu su ting ho tu nhién trong cic si quan, nhung éng
cam thay 14 hau hét cac tuéng lanh va si quan cao cap
khéac ¢6 thé lién minh quanh Tuéng Pén. Van dé then
chét 6 day 1a lap truong cua My dting vé bén nao. Néu
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found in pagodas were planted. Now the population
believes the Army was responsible for repression of
Buddhists and is turning against Army. Unless this
situation is corrected and people are told truth, Army
will be seriously handicapped in its fight against
Communists.

General Kim said students from Faculties of Medicine
and Pharmacy had held demonstrations on morning
of 23rd. Kim felt these demonstrations were bound to
spread, that students were on verge of violence. Riot
control briefings had just been givento ARVN unitleaders
on morning of 23rd and he hoped violence between
Army and students could be avoided. However, Nhu
had ordered Cao Xuan Vy (Director General of Youth)
to organize a massive demonstration of Republican
Youth involving over 500,000 people for 25th of August.
Kim believes that such a demonstration, if it could
be organized, would produce a riot of unimaginable
proportions and, therefore, must be avoided. He said
he doubted that Nhu would listen to any contrary advice
about demonstrations.

| asked Kim if the Army was united. He said that Nhu had
deliberately split the command between Colonel Tung,
General Dinh and General Don and was dealing with
each separately. Don (who is [Page 614]his brother-in-
law) does not command much natural support among
officer corps but most of other Generals and senior
officers, he felt, could be rallied around him (Don). Key
question was where did US stand. If US took clear stand
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My xac dinh rd rang chong lai 6ng ba Nhu va tng ho
viéc Quan doi hanh déng dé loai ho ra khéi chinh phu,
thi Quan d6i (chi trit Pai Ta Tung) sé doan két dé ung
ho hanh dong d6 va hén 14 ¢6 thé thuc hién duge. Mic
du ca nhan 6ng khong thich Diém, nhung 6ng Kim cam
thay viéc gitt lai 6ng Diém lam Téng Thong hén 14 t6t
hon, mién 12 toan bd anh hudng cta gia dinh ho Ngb
phai dugc x6a bd vinh vién mot cach hiéu qua. Ong néi,
khong chi 1a van dé loai trit 6ng ba Nhu, ma con phai
loai bo hét bé phai tay chan ctia ho niia.

Cudi cung, Tuéng Kim néi rang éng va 7 tuéng
lanh khéc da bi ép budc phai ky vao mot tuyén thé
trung thanh véi Téng Thong Diém hém 22-8, véi noi
dung hoan toan ung ho nhiing hanh dong ctia chinh
pht chéng lai Phat gido. Ong néi, Hoa Ky nhat thiét
ding dé bi lita do6i bdi van ban dé, vi dai da s trong
Quan doi cting nhu hiu hét cac tuéng lanh da ky tén
vao ban tuyén thé déu khong hé chap nhan viéc dan
ap Phat gido, nhung lan nay ho budc phai ky tén vao
d6 hoac sé tré thanh déi tugng bi C6 Van Nhu x6a s6
tiing nguci mot.

Ky tén: Lodge
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against Nhus and in support of Army action to remove
them from government, the Army (with exception of
Colonel Tung) would unite in support of such an action
and would be able to carry it out. He felt that retaining
President, even though he personally did not like him,
would be preferable providing all Ngo family influence
could be permanently and effectively eradicated. It was
not just a question of getting rid of Nhus, he said, but of
also removing their followers from scene.

Finally, Kim said that he and seven other general officers
had been obliged on 22 August to sign an oath of loyalty
to President Diem which fully supported actions taken
by government against Buddhists. He said US must not
be fooled by this document, that vast majority of Army
and most of Generals who signed document, did not
approve of repression of Buddhists but had to sign at
this time or expose themselves to individual elimination
by Counselor Nhu.

Lodge
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BAN PHUC TRINH A/5630 CUA PHAI
DPOAN PIEU TRA LIEN HIEP QUOC
VE PAN AP PHAT GIAO
TAI NAM VIET NAM - NAM 1963

Nguyén Minh Tién

Loi dan

Phic trinh mang s6 hiéu A/5630 1a bao céo ctua
Phai doan Diéu tra Lién Hiép Quéc tai Nam Viét Nam
(Report of the United Nation Fact-Finding Mission
to South Viet-Nam) dugc soan thao bang tiéng Anh,
tiéng Phap va tiéng Tay Ban Nha, 1a két qua cia mot
cudc diéu tra khach quan do Lién Hiép Quéc tién hanh
thong qua viéc chi dinh cac dai dién tit 7 quoc gia thanh
vién cting mot s6 nhan vién chuyén mén dé hé trg hoat
dong diéu tra. Phai doan diéu tra nay da dén Nam
Viét Nam ngay 24-10-1963 va dén sang ngay 1-11 thi
du kién sé hoan tat cong viéc vao cudi ngay 3-11. Tuy
nhién, cudc chinh bién dién ra trong ngay 1-11 da lam
thay d6i phan cu6i ké hoach, cting nhu c6 thé 1a nguyén
nhan khién cho Phai doan khéng nhan dugc nhiing tai
liéu quan trong ma Chinh phu 6ng Diém da htia sé
cung cip. Ngoai ra, dé chudn bi cac phuong thic va
chuong trinh hanh dong sao cho khach quan va hiéu
qua, trudc d6 phai doan cling da c6 4 phién hop trong
thoi gian ti ngay 14-10 dén 21-10-1963 tai New York.

Ban Phic trinh A/5630, chi riéng phan Anh ngi
dai 93 trang khé 16n, gdm 4 Chuong véi 191 phan doan
(paragraphs) va 16 Phu luc (Annexes), dugc phai doan
trinh 1én Ky hop thudng nién 1an tht 18 ctia Dai Hoi

146

BAN PHUC TRINH A/5630 CUA PHAI DOAN DIEU TRA LIEN HIEP QuUOC

Pong Lién Hiép Qudc, 1a tai liéu quan trong dé Pai
Hoi DPéng thao luan va xem xét trong pham vi Dé muc
77 (Item 77) theo Nghi trinh Ky hop (Agenda) da dugc
Dai Hoi Dong théng qua trudc dé6, véi tiéu dé chinh 1a
“Vi pham nhéan quyén ¢ Viét Nam” (The violation of
human rights in South Viet-Nam).

Trong thuc t&, Dai Hoi Dong da khong tién hanh
viéc thao luan Dé muc 77 nhu trong Nghi trinh da
dinh. Ly do don gian la vi déi tugng bi cdo budc vi
pham nhan quyén, tic Chinh phti Ng6 Dinh Diém, da
sup d6 sau cudc dao chinh ctia Quan doi ngay 1-11-
1963. Mac du vay, Phic trinh nay da dugc chinh thic
cong bé va c6 thé xem 1a mot van kién lich st quan
trong, boi day la sy ghi nhan khach quan va khoa hoc
ctia mot t6 chiic quéc t& 16n nhat hanh tinh vé nhiing
gi Chinh phu Ng6 Dinh Diém da lam tai mién Nam
Viét Nam, trong pham vi lién quan dén cudc van dong
doi binh ddng tén gido nim 1963 ciia Phat gido Viét
Nam. Mot s6 luan diéu bép méo va nhao nin lich st
v6i § d6 xuyén tac sé bi vach tran thong qua chinh
nhiing ghi nhan trung thuc ti Phic trinh nay.

Ban Phic trinh duge thuc hién ding vao thoi
diém cang thing nhit cta cac dién bién lién quan,
khi ma trong taAm tudng nhiing nguoi chiing kién van
chua hét su bang hoang, cam phan, va khi nhiing
dong mau do6 trong cac chién dich dan ap cia Chinh
pht Ngb Dinh Diém vAn con chua kip khé hén di trén
than thé nhiing hoc sinh, sinh vién va tang ni cu si
hoan toan v6 t6i. Mot s6 16n cac vi van con dang trong
vong tu to1 khi Phai doan tién hanh cudc diéu tra.

Thong qua nhiing ndéi dung ghi nhan trong ban
Phic trinh, ching ta thdy dugc tu tudng va cam xuc
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cta chinh nhiing nhan ching vao thoi diém ngay
truée khi Chinh pht Diém sup d6, va ciing thoéng qua
ban Phuc trinh, ching ta thay dude nhiing bién phap
déi tra ma Chinh pht Diém da ap dung dé c6'1am sai
léch két qua diéu tra. Va bat chap nhiing dé xuat co
chti ¥ ciing nhu nhiing can tré ngam ti phia Chinh
pht Diém, Phai doan Diéu tra ctia Lién Hiép Quoc
da hét stic khéo 1éo trong cac quyét dinh hanh dong
ctua ho, din dén két qua 1a mot noi dung Phic trinh
vo cung phong pht va diy da ciing nhu dam bao tinh
chinh xac va khach quan. Nhing lap luan sai léch
nham y d6 “chay t§i” cho Chinh pht Diém khi cho
rang “khong cé dan ap Phat gido” s& hoan toan bi pha
v3 khi chiing ta dé1 chiéu véi nhiing ndi dung thuc té&
dugc ghi lai trong Phic trinh nay.

Véi cac y nghia néu trén, su xem xét cua Dai Hoi
Déng Lién Hiép Quéc vé van dé nay hoan toan khong
can thiét niia, bdi khong con bat ky bién phap tring
phat nao d6i v6i mét ché€ d6 c6 thé xem 1a nghiém
khéc ning né hon 1a su sup d6 cta chinh né. Trong
khi d6, tinh chat khach quan va trung thuc cong véi
phuong phap lam viéc khéo 1éo va khoa hoc ma Phai
doan diéu tra da ap dung, tu né da 1a mot su dam bao
chic chén dé ngudi doc ban Phic trinh hoan toan c6
thé tu minh rat ra két luan.

Khi chon dua noi dung giéi thiéu ban Phuc trinh
A/5630 vao tuyén tap nay, ching téi hy vong sé cung
cip cho ddc gida moét ngudn tu litu quy gia va khach
quan dé hiéu ding va hiéu rd vé cudc van déng binh
ddng ton gido nam 1963 ctia Phat gido Viét Nam. Toan
van Phuc trinh bing Anh ngit (va 5 ngén ngii khac
l1a tiéng A Rap, tiéng Hoa, tiéng Phap, tiéng Nga va
tiéng T4y Ban Nha) c6 thé tim doc trén Internet.! Tuy

' http://www.un.org/ga/search/viewm_doc.asp?symbol=A/5630
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nhién, trong phan gidi thiéu nay, é mot sd noi dung
quan trong, ching toi sé in nghiéng va dan kém theo
nguyén tac Anh ngi.

1. THONG TIN SO LUOC

Bién c6 dan ap Phat gido tai Dai phat thanh Hué
ngay 8-5-1963 lam chét 8 Phat ti c6 thé xem 1a “giot
nudc tran ly” lam bung vé va vugt qua giéi han nhan
nhuc chiu dung ctia Phat ti d6i véi su bat cong cua
Chinh quyén Ng6 Dinh Diém ti nhiéu niam truée do.
Nhiéu cudc biéu tinh va cac hinh thtc phan d6i khéc
nhau da lién tuc dién ra trén pham vi toan mién Nam,
ma cht yéu va s6i dong nhat van 1a 6 hai thanh phé
16n: Hué va Sai Gon. Sau cudc tu thidu cua Hoa Thugng
Thich Quang Drc tai Sai Gon vao ngay 11-6-1963 lam
ring dong luong tAm nhan loai, chinh quyén Ngé Dinh
Diém, hay chinh x4c hon 12 6ng C6 van Ngo6 Dinh Nhu,
da quyét dinh dung vii Iuc dap tan phong trao doi binh
déng ton gido cta Phat gido, bat chdp ban Thong cao
chung ngay 16-6-1963 do ny ban Lién bo cua Chinh
phti ciing ky két v6i Uy ban Lién phai Phat gido, ¢6 chit
ky duyét khan cta chinh éng Tong thong Ngé Dinh
Diém, da cam két gidi quyét thoa dang cac nguyén vong
chinh dang cua Phat gido.

bém 20 rang ngay 21-8-1963, 6ng Nhu ra lénh
cho Luc Lugng Dac Biét cua Dai ta Lé Quang Tung
va Canh sat Da chién téng tdn coéng cic chua trén
toan qudc. Chi trong may gié déng hé thuc hién chién
dich, chinh quyén da bt giam 1.426 Tang Ni va cu
si Phat giao trén toan lanh thé Nam Viét Nam."! Toan

' Xem lai trang 140, Dién van s6 320 (H6 so 274) clia Toa Dai sd
My tai Sai Gon gUi cho Bd Ngoai giao My ngay 24-8, véi [6i tu
bach cla chinh Tuéng Lé Van Kim.
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b6 thanh phan lanh dao Phat gido chi trong mot dém
da bi khong ché bing bao luc, giam cAm va khung bo.

Véi nhiing hanh vi bat chap dao 1y cing nhu céng
1y, thach thtc luong tri loai nguoi khi st dung dén cac
luc lugng vii trang tinh nhué nh4t chi dé dan ap, vo
c6 bat giam hang loat nhiing con ngudi khong c6 kha
nang tu vé, khong c6 vii khi trong tay, chinh quyén
Ngbé Dinh Diém da ty dung 1én btc tudng ngin cach
gitia ho v6i phin con lai cia nhan loai. Do d6, hang
loat cac hanh dong phan déi da lién tuc dién ra 6 ca
trong va ngoai nuée. Dac biét, trong s6 nhiing nguosi
cong khai phan d61 manh mé nhat c6 ca than phu va
than mau cta ba Nhu la Luat su Tran Van Chuong
(Pai st Viét Nam Coéng Hoa tai Hoa Ky) va ba Than
Thi Nam Tran (Quan sat vién thuong truc cua Viét
Nam Cong Hoa tai Lién Hiép Quéc).

Nhiing tin ttc khong tét dep vé su dan ap Phat
gido cua chinh quyén 6ng Diém da lan truyén nhanh
chéng ra khép thé gidi, nhat 14 sau khi nhiing btic
anh cudc tu thiéu cia Hoa thugng Thich Quang Dic
dugc cong bd trén bao chi. Vao ngay 4-9-1963, dai
dién ctia 14 nudc thanh vién Lién Hiép Quéc bao gom
Afghanistan, Algeria, Cambodia, Ceylon, Guyana,
India, Indonesia, Méng C6, Nigeria, Pakistan,
Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Trinidad and Tobago
(sau d6 c6 thém hai nudc khac ntta 1a Mali va Nepal)
da cung gti mot Thinh nguyén thu lén Téng Thu Ky
Lién Hiép Qudc, yéu cdu dua thém vao Nghi trinh
Ky hop thudng nién thi 18 ctia Dai Hoi Déng Lién
Hiép Quéc mot noi dung thio luan véi tidu dé “Su vi
pham nhan quyén 6 Nam Viét Nam” (The violation of
human rights in South Viet-Nam). Thinh nguyén thu
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nay mang s6 A/5489, dugc giii dén cho tat ca cac nuébe
thanh vién Lién Hiép Quéc vao ngay 9-9-1963. Mot
vén ban giai thich vé viéc nay ciing duge chuyén dén
tat ca cac nudc thanh vién vao ngay 13-9-1963, sau
d6 dua vao thanh Phu luc s6 1 cua Thinh nguyén thu
noéi trén (A/5489/Add.1).

Thinh nguyén thu A/5489 dua ra cac cao budc cu
thé vé su vi pham nhan quyén cta chinh phua Ngo
Dinh Diém, trong dé cac su kién quan trong vira dién
ra tai Viet Nam déu dudc dé cap dén. Vé bién cd ngay
8-5-1963 va hé qua sau d6, thinh nguyén thu néu ro:

“Nine persons were killed when troops fired on
theordersofthe Governmenton the participants.
This incident resulted in a request for redress of
grievances and the acceptance of responsibility
for the killings by the Government. Neither
was done, resulting in an increased demand
for remedial action. The intensity of feeling
against the injustices done by the Government
was such that five monks and a nun immolated
themselves - a course of action unusual to the
followers of the faith.”

“Chin nguoi da bi thiét mang khi quan déi né
sing vao dam doéng theo lénh cua Chinh phu.
Su c6 nay doi hoi phai cé su gidi quyét thoa
dang va nhan trach nhiém vé hanh vi dan dén
chét nguoi cua Chinh phu. Nhung ca hai doi
hoi nay déu khéng dugc giai quyét thoa dang,
két qua Ila cang ting thém su phan khang doi
hdéi phai c¢é hanh dong khic phuc hau qua. Su
phan doéi nhiing bat céng ctia Chinh phu da gia
tdng dén miic d6 c6 5 ting siva mot su co da tu
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thiéu - vén la mot déng thai iing xi khéng binh
thuong déi véi cac tin d6 Phat gido.”

Va cudc tan cong tho bao vao cac chua trén khap
pham vi mién Nam Viét Nam vao dém 20-8-1963
ciing duge ghi nhan chinh xac va cu thé trong bic
thinh nguyén thu:

“The appeal for justice from their subjects
was met by threats and ridicule and was
followed by an attack, a little after midnight
on Tuesday, 20 August 1963, on the venerated
Xa-Loi Pagoda, the chief shrine in Saigon of
the majority faith. Hordes of armed police
equipped with machine-guns and carbines
entered the precincts of the pagoda and carried
away hundreds of monks and nuns to prisons,
after inflicting injury on them. This action was
repeated in the early hours of the same day
in a number of other pagodas throughout the
country. At least 1,000 monks are estimated
to be incarcerated at present. The death toll is
not known.”

“Su doi héi cong bang cua cac cong dan [Viét
Nam] dugc dap lai bang su de doa va thé bao,
tiép theo la mét cude tan cong vao chiia Xa Loi,
ngoi chua tén nghiém nhat Sai Gon, Iic vira
qué nda dém ngay thu Ba, 20 thang 8, 1963.
Nhiéu toan canh sat trang bi siing may va
stng truong da xAm nhap khuén vién chua va
b4t di hang tram tang ni, dua vao cac nha tu
sau khi da gay thuong tich cho ho. Hanh dong
nay ciing dugc thuc hién cung Iic 6 nhiéu ngéi
chua khac trong ca nudc. Hién nay, udc tinh it
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nhat da cé dén 1.000 nha su bi bt giam. S6°
nguoi chét van chua duoc ro.”

Cudc biéu tinh cta sinh vién hoc sinh va phan
ting dan ap cua Chinh phu 6ng Diém cting duge ghi
nhéan:

“Students of Saigon University demonstrating
against these arbitrary actions of the
Government were arrested by the hundreds on
Sunday, 25 August 1963.”

“Céc sinh vién truong Pai hoc Sai Gon dd biéu
tinh phan déi nhiing hanh vi déc doan cua
Chinh phu va bi bat giam lén dén nhiéu trim
nguoi vao ngay Chu nhat, 25-8-1963.”

Trudc nhiing cao budc cu thé va ré6 rang nhu
thé, tai cudc hop lan thd 153 cua ny ban Thudng
truc (General Committee) Pai Hoi Pong Lién Hiép
Quéc vao ngay 18-9-1963, Uy ban da quyét dinh dé
nghi Dai Hoi Déng dua Dé muc s6 77 vao Nghi trinh
Ky hop thuong nién lan thi 18 véi tiéu dé 1a “Su vi
pham nhan quyén 6 Nam Viét Nam” (The violation of
human rights in South Viet-Nam).

Dap lai nhiing c4o budc ctua cac nuéc thanh vién
Lién Hiép Quéc, Chinh phu Viét Nam Cong Hoa
khong thé im lang. Vao ngay 4-10-1963, ho da gti
thu lén Dai Hoi Dong, mdi dai dién cac nuéc thanh
vién Lién Hiép Quéc dén Viét Nam dé tim hiéu su
that. Bang cach nay, Chinh pht 6ng Diém da quyét
dinh “tién ha thu vi cudng” dé ching té minh “trong
sach”. Hén 6ng da phai rit tu tin véi cic chiéu thic
dé che day nhiing viéc da lam, ma trong s6 d6 thi viéc
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kiém soat chit cac thanh phin chinh phta dé ho néi
theo y 6ng cling nhu chuén bi cac nhan chiing gia la
diéu ching ta sé dé dang nhan ra qua thuc té.

Tai phién hop tht 1232 vao ngay 7-10-1963, Dai
Ho6i Déng Lién Hiép Qudc da chap thuan dé nghi cta
Uy ban Thudng truc, dua D& muc 77 vao Nghi trinh
Ky hop Thudng nién lan thi 18." Pai dién cia Costa
Rica, mac du khong ky tén trong Thinh nguyén thu
truée d6, nhung da dé xuat trude Dai Hoi Dong 1a nén
ch&p nhan 16i mdsi cta Viet Nam Cong Hoa dé “cé su
kh&o sat hét stic nghiém tic va cdn trong vé tat ca
nhiing dit kién c6 thé thu thap duogc” (very serious
and careful examination of all the available facts).

Trong phién hop khoang dai lan thi 1234 cua Dai
Hoi Dong, vi Chu tich da céng bd viéc chi dinh dai
dién ctia 7 nudc thanh vién dé thanh lap mot Phai
doan diéu tra, bao gdbm: Afghanistan, Brazil, Ceylon,
Costa Rica, Dahomey, Morocco va Nepal. Dai dién ctaa
Afghanistan 1a 6ng Abdul Rahman Pazhwak sé giti
cuong vi Trudng doan. Pang chd y 1a Chu tich Dai Hoi
Déng da xac dinh nhiém vu ctia phai doan mot cach
cu thé hon, d6 14 “dén Viét Nam Céng Hoa dé tim hiéu
su that vé tinh trang thuc té ¢ nuéc nay trong pham
vi moé1 quan hé gitta Chinh phu va cong déong Phat ti
Viét Nam” (to visit the Republic of Viet-Nam so as
to ascertain the facts of the situation in that country
as regards relations between the Government of the
Republic of Viet-Nam and the Viet-Namese Buddhist

' Pai Hoi Bong Lién Hiép Qudc hop thuong nién mdi nam mot
lan ké t ndm 1945. Ky hop thudng nién nam 1963 1a lan thd
18.
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community). Nhu vay, muc tiéu diéu tra vé vi pham
nhan quyén da duge khoanh ving mot cach cu thé
hon 1a nhiing vi pham nhim vao Phat gido. Hon thé
niia, Pai Hoi Pong ciing thic giuc “phai doan phai
l1én duong cang sém cang toét dé cé thé kip bdo cdo
két qua 1én Ky hop thuong nién dang dién ra” (The
mission will have to leave as soon as possible so that
its report can be submitted to the General Assembly
at the present session.)

Ky hop thudng nién ctia Dai Ho6i Dong khai mac
tit thang 9 va thuong sé kéo dai dén gitia thang 12.
Vi thé, Dai H6i Dong da quyét dinh sé xem xét va cho
v kién vé sy viéc nay ngay trong Ky hop thuong nién
ctia ndm 1963.

Vé cac thanh vién, Chu tich Dai Hoéi Dong da dich
than chi dinh 7 quéc gia va Chinh pht ctia mdi quéc
gia tu dé cli nguoi dai dién tham gia. Ngoai ra, Dai
Ho6i Péng ciing ct thém mot s6 thanh vién chuyén
mén dé dam bao hiéu qua hoat dong t6t nhat cho phéi
doan, bao gobm mot Chanh thu ky (John P Humphrey)
va hai phu ta (Ilhan Lutem phu trach diéu hanh va
Alain L. Dan-geard phu trach tai chanh), mot Tuy
vién Bao chi (Valieri J. G. Stavridi). Cé quan thucng
truc cua ny ban Kinh t& A chau va Vién Déng thudc
Lién Hiép Qudc tai Thai Lan da cung cdp mot trg ly
phu trach thong dich Anh-Viét (6ng The Pha Thay
Vilai-hongs) va mot nguoi thong dich Anh-Phap (co
G. Bazinet). Kinh phi danh cho phai doan 12 khoang
33.600 do6-1a My, do Lién Hiép Qudc dai tho.

Tai New York, ti ngay 14 dén ngay 21 thang 10
nam 1963, Phai doan Piéu tra nay da t6 chiic 4 cudc
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hop chuén bi truéc khi 1én dudng, dé xac dinh cac
nguyén tic lam viéc cling nhu phéc thao ra k& hoach
hanh dong. Nhitng chuén bi nay da duge cac thanh
vién trong doan thao luan ky ludng va di dén thong
nhat. Muc dich chinh cting duge xac dinh mot cach chi
ti6t va cu thé tai Nguyén téc s6 12 trong cic nguyén
tic da dudc Phai doan thong qua:

“Phai doan nay Ia mét té chiic chuyén trach
diéu tra, dugc thanh lap tim hiéu su that vé
tinh trang thuc té lién quan dén cac cao budc
vi pham nhéan quyén cua Chinh pht Viét Nam
Céng Hoa trong moi quan hé gitia Chinh phu
nay véi cong dong Phat ti tai Viét Nam.”
(“The Mission is an ad hoc fact-finding body
and has been established to ascertain the
facts of the situation as regards the alleged
violations of human rights by the Government
of the Republic of VietNam in its relations with
the Buddhist community of that country.”)

Nhim dam bao tinh trung thuc cho hoat déng thu
thap thong tin, Phai doan da thao luan véi Chu tich
Pai Hoi Pong va quyét dinh gitt kin cac nguyén téc
lam viéc ciing nhu k& hoach hanh dong. Tuy nhién,
muc dich khai quat sé& duge Chu tich Dai Hoi Dong
truyén dat dén dai dién ctia Viéet Nam Cong Hoa tai
Lién Hiép Quéc, dé bao dam Chinh phua Viét Nam
Cong Hoa nhan thiic day dua vé diéu nay.

Vé tiéu chi diéu tra, cin ct vao cac cio budc da nhan

dugc, Phai doan da vach ra nhiing tiéu chi, vin ban
- s A N R o , N A N

phéap ly can dya vao dé lam can ci két luan vé vi pham
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nhan quyén. Trong ban Phuc trinh, cic doan van tit 66
dén 71 da duge danh tron dé néu rd cac vin ban phéap 1y
va diéu khoan lién quan. Trong s6 d6, cac van ban sau
day dugc nhan manh:

- Ban Hién chuong Lién Hiép Quéc (Charter of the
United Nations), ban hanh ngay 26-6-1945.

- Ban Tuyén ngén Quoéc té vé Nhan quyén (the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights), ban
hanh ngay 10-12-1948.

- Nghi quyét s6'1779 cia Pai Hoi Pong Lién Hiép
Quoéc, ban hanh ngay 7-12-1962.

Ban Phic trinh trich dan Diéu 1, khodn 3 trong
Hién chuong Lién Hiép Qudéc, nhan manh su “t6n
trong nhan quyén va cic quyén tu do cidn ban cua tat
ca moi nguoi, khong phan biét chung téc, gidi tinh,
ngén ngd hay ton giao” (respect for human rights and
for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction
as to race, sex, language, or religion).

Va trich dan nguyén van Diéu 18 trong Tuyén
ngén Quéc té vé Nhan quyén néi rang:

“Everyone has the right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion; this right includes
freedom to change his religion or belief, and
freedom either alone or in community with
others and in public or private, to manifest his
religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship
and observance.”

“Moi nguoi déu c6 quyén tu do tu tudng, Iuong
tri va tin ngudng, bao gém ca viéc tu do thay
doi ton gido hodc niém tin, va tu do bay té ton
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gido hodc niém tin cia minh bing céac hinh
thiic nhu thuyét giang, thuc hanh, tho ciing va
thuc hién nghi 18, du chi riéng mét minh hay
cung chung véi cong dong, tai nhiing noi cong
cong hodc riéng tu.”
Vé y nghia cua cudc diéu tra, Phai doan néu can
ct ¢ Diéu 13, Poan 1, phan b cia Hién chuong Lién
Hiép Quoéc va trich din nguyén van:

1. The General Assembly shall initiate studies
and make recommendations for the purpose of:

b. promoting international co-operation in the
economic, social, cultural, educational, and
health fields, and assisting in the realization
of human rights and fundamental freedoms for
all without distinction as to race, sex, language,
or religion.

1. Dai Hoi Pong [Lién Hiép Quédc] co quyén tién
hanh nghién citu va dua ra cac khuyén nghi
cho cac muc dich:

b. Thic ddy su hgp tac quéc té trong cac linh vuc
kinh té, xa hoi, van hoa, gido duc, y té va hé trg
trong viéc thuc hién cac quyén con nguoi va tu
do co ban cho tat ca moi nguoi, khéng phan biét
chiing téc, gidi tinh, ngén ngit hay ton gio.

Cac van ban khac ciing dudc trich dan ttng phan
dé nh&n manh va lam r6 cac yéu ciu cta cudc diéu
tra. Dac biét, trong Phic trinh con “dé nghi tham
chiéu dén cac diéu sé6'2, 9, 20, 21, 29 va 30 caa Tuyén
ngén Quoéc té vé Nhan quyén” (Reference should
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also be made to articles 2, 9, 20, 21,29 and 30 of the
Universal Declaration.)

Sau qué trinh chuéin bi than trong, Phai doan
chinh thtc 1én duong ngay 21 va dén Phi truong Tan
Son Nhit luc 0 gié 30 sang ngay 24-10. Phia Chinh
phu Viét Nam Cong hoa c6 6ng Pham Ding Lam va
cac quan chtic Bo Ngoai giao ra dén. Tra 161 phéng vién
bao chi Viét Nam va quéc t& ngay khi dén phi truong,
vi Trudng doan da xac dinh rang “muc dich cua phai
doan la tién hanh nhiing cudc diéu tra tai ché, ling
nghe cac nhan chiing va tiép nhan céc thinh nguyén”
(its intention to carry out on-the-spot investigations,
to hear witnesses and to receive petitions).

Phai doan vé dén chd nghi 1a khach san Majestic
ldc 2 gio sang cung ngay va vi Trudng doan ngay lap
ttic mé cude hop dé xem xét dé nghi cia Chinh phu
Viét Nam Cong Hoa vé chuong trinh lam viéc cua
Phai doan. Theo dé nghi nay, Phai doan sé ¢ lai Sai
Gon 3 ngay, sau d6 di Viing Tau tham mot ngoéi chua
“va tiép tuc di Pa Lat dé viéng mot s6 chua, cung voi
cac co so gido duc va cac trung tAm du lich” (... then to
Dalat where visits of pagodas, as well as educational
establishments and tourist centres). Trong chudng
trinh ciing du kién Phai doan sé dén thim Hué, Phan
Rang, Phan Thiét, Ba Xuyén,' Vinh Binh, va tét
nhién “ciing bao gom trong chuong trinh viéc viéng
tham cac chua ciung véi mot s6 dia diém du lich” (also
included in the programme with visits to pagodas
and some tourist places).

! Tinh Ba Xuyén cii ngay nay gan nhu trang khdp voi dia phan
tinh Soc Trang.
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Y d8 danh lac huéng diéu tra cia Chinh pht Diém
gan nhu da 16 rd trong chuong trinh do ho dé xuit.
Do d6, sau khi xem xét, phai doan chi chap nhan duy
nhat dé xuit cia ngay dau tién, 24-10, bao gébm viéc
viéng thim mang tinh nghi thic dén Bd Ngoai giao
va Bo Noi vu, sau d6 1a néi chuyén 6 Bo Noi vu vé van
dé Phat giao Viét Nam, hoi dam véi Tong thong Ngo
Dinh Diém va cuéi cung an tdi 6 Bo Noi Vu. Vé tat ca
nhiing ngay con lai trong chuong trinh do Chinh phu
Viét Nam dé xuat, Phai doan tra 16i 14 can c6 thém thoi
gian dé can nhéc trude khi ch&p nhan. Chinh phu Viét
Nam ciing ngay 14ap ttc dé xuat chi tra moi chi phi &n 6
va di lai cho Phai doan trong suét thai gian luu tru tai
Viét Nam, va dé nghi tiép mot biia tiéc chiéu dai khac
6 B Ngoai giao vao budi t6i hom sau, 25-10.

Phai doan da tit choi dé nghi ciia Chinh phu Viét
Nam va néi rang ho sé tu lo moi chi phi. Phia Viét
Nam sau d6 néu 1y do an ninh dé dé nghi Phai doan
st dung phuong tién di lai do ho cung cap. Cudi cung,
Phai doan dong § véi dé nghi nay nhung yéu cau chi
st dung mot 14 co cua Lién Hiép Quoc kém theo co
Viét Nam 6 xe hoi di dau, thay vi cdm cd ctia cac nuée
thanh vién tham gia trong phai doan nhu bé tri cua
phia Viét Nam khi dén doan tai san bay. Khi giai
thich vé quyét dinh nay, vi Truéng doan nhan manh
riang ho dén Viét Nam véi tu cach dai dién cho Lién
Hiép Quoéc chit khong phai véi tu cach dai dién cho
quéc gia cua ho.

Trong budi hop ngay 24-10, phai doan tiép tuc
xem xét ban chuong trinh dé xuat ctia Viét Nam va
chap nhan cac dé xuat cho 2 ngay tiép theo sau d6, 25
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va 26 thang 10, trong d6 bao gdm mét budi néi chuyén
v6i Pho Téng théng Nguyén Ngoc Thd, mot cude hoi
kién C6 van Ngoé Dinh Nhu, va sau dé 1a viéng tham
3 ngdi chua tai Sai Gon dé tiép xic truc tiép véi nhidu
t6 chiic Phat gido. Riéng vé bita tiéc chiéu dai téi 25-
10 6 Bo Ngoai Giao, Phai doan da khéo 1éo tir choi
va dé nghi hoan lai cho dén ngay cuéi cung khi Phai
doan hoan tat cong viéc va sap roi Vit Nam.

Phai doan ciing chdp nhan 161 moi dén xem mot
cudc diéu binh nhan ngay Quéc khanh 26-10 ctia Viét
Nam Céng Hoa.! Tuy nhién, Phai doan da yéu cau
phia Chinh phu phai bao dam la trong bat ky dién
vin, phat biéu nao tai budi 18 ciing khong duge dé
cap dén su hién dién cua Phai doan. Phai doan ciing
thong bao véi Chinh phti ring ho muén han ché dén
muic it nhat cac su kién mang tinh xa hoéi va sé khong
tham du cac hoat dong du lich don thuin chi dé giai
tri. Phai doan ciing néi rd rang, khi tiép xidc véi cac
thanh vién Chinh pht trong 2 ngay dau theo dé xuat
cua phia Viét Nam, phai doan sé chu dong vé cac
noéi dung va phuong thic trao d6i, thdo luan nhim
phuc vu cho muc dich diéu tra. Phai doan cling bao
cho Chinh phu Viét Nam biét 1a ho sé tu quyét dinh
chuong trinh lam viéc trong nhiing ngay sau do.

II. TIEN TRINH DIEU TRA

Trude khi phai doan chinh thic tién hanh cac
hoat dong tiép xuc, diéu tra, Chinh phu 6ng Diém da

' Ngay ban hanh Hién phap Viét Nam Cong Hoa dugc chon lam
ngay Quoc khanh.

161



HO SO MAT 1963 - Tif cac nguon tai liéu cia chinh pha My

nhiéu 1an “hita sé lam tat ca moi viéc dé tao su dé
dang cho nhiém vu diéu tra su that cua phai doan”
(promised to do everything to facilitate the Mission’s
task of finding the facts). Tuy nhién, ngay hom sau
d6 (25-10-1963), khi phai doan tién hanh viéc thim
viéng cac chiia Xa Loi, An Quang va Giac Lam theo
lich trinh do chinh phia Chinh phua Viét Nam Coéng
hoa dé xuat thi thuc t& da cho thay diéu ngugc lai.

Theo lich trinh, chuyén tham chua An Quang “ban
dau dugc sdp xép sém hon vao budi chiéu, nhung phia
Viét Nam da hoan lai, tu thay do1 thoi biéu ma khong
hé héi y Phai doan” (originally arranged for earlier
in the afternoon, was delayed by the Government
which had changed the schedule without consulting
the Mission).

_ Té hon niia, “vao phtit cuéi thi chuyén thim chua
An Quang da bi hity b6” (At the last minute the visit to
the An-Quang Pagoda was cancelled) va khi phai doan
yéu cau mét 16i giai thich chinh thitc vé su thay déi
nay, phia Viét Nam da néi rang do Su c6 Diéu Hué va
Hoa thugng Thich Tinh Khiét “bi mét vao chiéu hém
do” (were tired in the late afternoon). Tuy nhién, sau
d6 thi phéi doan da tim hiéu dugdc ring trong thuc t&
Su ¢6 Diéu Hué va Hoa thugng Thich Tinh Khiét da
chd sudt budi chiéu hém Ay dé tiép dén phai doan. Su
dol tra nay qua that 1a mot khéi dau khong may tot
dep cho hinh anh caa Chinh phua 6ng Diém. Sau do,
Phai doan ciing nhan duge thong tin tit chiia An Quang
doan chéc ring phai doan c6 thé dén tham chua bat ky
lic nao, tot hon 14 vao bubi sang, va ca hai ngudi (Su ¢
Diéu Hué va Hoa thugng Thich Tinh Khiét) sé c6 mit
d chua. (the Mission was assured that it could visit the
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pagoda at any time, preferably in the morning, and
that these two personalities would be there).

Tu thuc t€ nay, ngay 26-10-1963, Phai doan da
gtii dén Chinh phti mot vén ban néi rd du tru chuong
trinh sdp dén cta Phai doan, trong d6 c6 nhiing diém
dang luu y la:

e Huy bo toan bd cic hoat dong do Chinh phu
dé xuat trong 3 ngay 27, 28 va 29 thang 10.
Thay vao d6, Phai doan sé tuy y dén thiam céc
trai giam thanh thiéu nién, cac vi ting si con
bi giam trong tu, déng thoi tu dén viéng tham
chiia An Quang.

® Phai doan sé& dén Hué vao ngay 30-10-1963 nhu

chuong trinh dé xuat cia Chinh phu, nhung sé
danh thoi gian viéng tham chua T Dam cung
mot s6 chua khéac sau khi tiép xtdc véi cac dai
dién ctia chinh quyén tai Hué. Phai doan ciing
sé tiép xuc, phong van truyc tiép mot s6 nhan
chiing tai Hué nhung danh sach nhiing nguoi
nay sé gui dén Chinh pht sau.

¢ Phai doan quyét dinh hiy bo tat ca cac su kién

c6 tinh giao tiép xa hoi va cac dé xuat du lich
6 Hué. Nhiing ngay con lai trong tuin sé dugc
danh tron dé 1dng nghe cac nhan ching. Phai
doan ciing cho biét 1a ho hy vong c¢6 thé hoan
tat nhiém vu va roi khoi Viét Nam trude ngay
tha Hai, 4-11-1963.

Diéu tat nhién 1a Chinh phu tra 16i dong y véi
cac du tinh va quyét dinh ctia Phai doan. Tuy nhién,
Chinh pht ciing dé nghi thém 1a phai doan nén viéng
tham tinh Vinh Binh, noi c¢6 nhiéu Phat ti goc Khmer.
Phai doan tra 16i 14 tam thoi chua quyét dinh viéc nay.
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Ngay trong budi chiéu ngay 26-10, Phai doan
chinh thtc dua ra mot thong cao bao chi, mai goi tat
ca nhiing ai quan tAm dén noi dung diéu tra ciia Phai
doan déu c6 thé dén gip ho dé trinh bay truc tiép hoic
trao cac kién nghi, thinh nguyén. Cac thanh vién
ciing dong y 1a thong cao nay sé cung lic dua ra cho
giéi bao chi dia phuong ciing nhu quéc té, dong thoi
glii dén Bo Ngoai giao VNCH kém theo mot ghi chu
bén ngoai cho biét 1a thong cio nay da duge phé bién.
Phai doan da thuc hién viéc nay trong pham vi chic
ning ctia minh va muén c6 dude su hgp tac tit Chinh
phu trong viéc phé bién rong ra coéng chung. Mic du
vay, sau khi nhan dudc thong tin nay tu phai doan,
“dai dién Chinh phu t6 ra ngac nhién va that vong”
(the Government’s representative expressed surprise
and disappointment) vi viéc nay da dugc thyc hién ma
“khéng cé su tham khao trudc y kién ctia Chinh phu”
(without prior consultation with the Government).
Pai dién Chinh phu ciing néi thém réng, 1é ra trong
thong cdo phai nhic dén viéc Chinh phu VNCH da
chtt dong moi phai doan cua Lién Hiép Quéc dén.
Sau khi thao luan vé viéc nay, Phai doan tuyén bé ho
khong phan d6i viéc dua thém cac thong tin nhu thé
vao khi phd bién, mién 14 phan noéi dung chinh cta
ban thong cio phai dudgc dit trong ngodc trich hoan
toan chinh xac nhu da duge Phai doan dua ra.

Ban thong cdo nay sau d6 da xuat hién trén co
quan truyén thong chinh thiic cia Chinh phu Viét
Nam, bing ca tiéng Anh va tiéng Phap. Bao chi dia
phuong cling dang tai lai toan van bang tiéng Anh va
tiéng Phap mot ngay sau dé6. Trén mot vai to bao dia
phuong, Phai doan ciing xac nhan ban théng cao da
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dugc loan tai bang tiéng Viét. Mac du c6 cio budc ti
mot s6 ngudn tin quoc t&€ rang ban thong cao khéng
dugc loan tai day du trén cac bao tiéng Viét, nhung
Phai doan da khong c6 du diéu kién dé khao sat mot
cach hé thong vé diéu nay, va van cam thay da nhan
dudc su hop tac hop 1y tit gidi truyén thong dia phuong
trong viéc thong tin dén véi cong ching, dé nhiing ai
mu6n lam nhan ching hay dé trinh thinh nguyén déu
dugc biét.

Sau d6, Phai doan da soan thao mot danh sach
cac nhan chiing ma ho muén phong van, st dung tat
ca nhiing ngudén théng tin c6 dugc nhung hoan toan
khong tham khao gi tit phia Chinh phu VNCH, roi
chuyén danh sich nay dén cho Chinh pha vao ngay
27-10-1963. Sau d6 con c6 thém 2 ban danh sach niia
ti6p tuc duge chuyén dén Chinh phu."! Trong ngay 28-
10-1963, phai doan ciing chuyén dén cho Chinh phu
mot ban liét ké cac ciao budce doi véi Chinh phi ma
phai doan quan tAm va muén c6 dugc nhiing cau tra
16i hay gidi thich tit phia Chinh phti. Mét bén céo
budc thié hai dua trén cac théng tin ma phai doan
nhan duge tai Viét Nam duge ti€p tuc chuyén dén cho
Chinh pht vao ngay 31-10-1963.2

Ngay 28-10-1963, phai doan nhan dudec mot van
thu ti phia Chinh phu, héi dap vé danh sach cac nhan
chiing cling nhu ban liét ké cic cdao buéc ma Chinh
pht d& nhan duge. Piém dang chi y 1a trong ndi dung
van thu c6 doan néu ro: “Nhiing théng tin cao budc
Chinh pht” (communication of charges made against

' Noi dung nay dugc ghi nhan trong phu luc VII ctia Phic trinh.
2 Noi dung nay dugc ghi nhan trong phu luc VIII ca Phdc trinh.
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the Government) cAn phai dugc chuyén dén cho
Chinh phu dé “so s4nh véi nhiing dit kién va chiing
cii ma Chinh phu Viét Nam c6 quyén trung dan”
(compare them with the facts and evidence which the
Viet-Namese Government is entitled to present). Noi
dung vén thu nay nhan manh: ‘Néu khéng thi nhiing
cao budc hay ching ctt dugc dua ra dé sé khong cé gia
tri gi ca.” (Otherwise these allegations or testimonies
would have no validity whatsoever.) Bang 1ap luan
nay, ro rang Chinh pht 6ng Diém tit mot do1 tugng
cta cudc diéu tra di muén tham gia vao ngay ca tién
trinh diéu tra d6 véi tu cach ciia mot thanh vién co
quyén thay d6i két qua.

Trong budi lam viéc v6i Bo trudng Ngoai giao ngay
28-10-1963," vi Trudng doan Diéu tra da hét siic khéo
160 khi tra 161 vé diém nay. Ong néi, tat ca cac cao budce
sé duge chuyén dén cho Chinh pht, “nhung sé khong
c6 thong tin vé ngudn cao budc” (would not, however,
contain any references to the sources from which the
accusations came), nghia 1a vé nhiing ai da dua ra cac
cdo budc d6. Vi Trudng doan ciing nhan manh, “phai
doan mong muén tim ra su that va phai tu minh tiép
can véi moi quan diém” (the Mission wanted to find the
facts and had to acquaint itself with all points of view).

Vé danh sach cac nhan chting ma Phai doan muén
gap dé phdéng van, Bo trudng Ngoai giao VNCH néi
rdng: “Chinh phu khong thé ép budc cdc nhan ching
dén gap Phai doan, nhung sdn sang moi nhiing nguoi
4y dén gip néu ho muén.” (The Government was in no

' Noi dung budi lam viéc dugc ghi nhan trong Phu luc X clia Phac
trinh.
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position to force them to appear before the Mission,
but it offered to invite them to do so if they wished.)
DPap lai diém nay, vi Trudng doan déng § ring khong
nén ép budc bat ky nhan chiing nio. Tuy nhién, néu
mot nhan chiing nao d6 khong dén gip phai doan sau
khi Chinh pht da c6 15i mdi, thi “Phéi doan c6 thé
Sé ¢6 tim cach dén gdp ho dé x4c nhan viéc ho khéng
muén lam nhén chiing”. (The Mission would try to
get in touch with them and obtain confirmation of
their desire not to testify).

Cudi cung, Bo truéng Ngoai giao VNCH truyén
dat rang Chinh phi VNCH sé khong dap ting d6i véi
mot s6 nhan chiing “dugc xem la doéi lap chinh tri”
(considered as political opponents).

Nhu vay, ti ngay 24-10 dén 28-10-1963, Phai
doan diéu tra da xac lap rd rang phuong thic lam
viéc doc 1ap, khach quan, né tranh dugc moi tac dong
tit phia Chinh pht VNCH. Phai doan ciing d& chuin
bi xong danh sach cac nhan ching can phéng van va
hé thong tat ca cac cdo budc da nhan dudgc ti nhiéu
nguodn khéac nhau. Ngay 27-10, Phai doan ty tim dén
chua An Quang dé tiép xic va phdng vAn mot sb cc
vi lanh dao Phat gido tai d6. Bat chdp su ngin trd
c6 ¥ cua Chinh phu nhu vao ngay 25-10, Phai doan
cudi cung ciling da tim gip dude nhiing nhan vat quan
trong ma ho can gép.

Ngay 28-10-1963, Phai doan dén gip va phdng
van 17 sinh vién dang bi tam giam 6 Trai Lé Van
Duyét, thong qua su chon lua ngau nhién giiia tat ca
nhiing sinh vién ho dugc gap.
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Ngay 29-10, cic cudc phéng van dude thuc hién 6
trai giam ctia Trung tdm Thidm vadn Nha Téng Giam
Déc Canh Sat Quéoc Gia, noi c¢6 nhiéu vi ting si ma
phai doan muén phéng van hién van con bi giam giii.
Thoi gian con lai trong ngay, Phai doan da tiép don
va phong van 3 nhan chiing tai khach san Majestic,
ndi phai doan dang tam trd. Hai ngudi trong s6 nay
tu nguyén tim dén va nguoi thi ba da nhan 16i moi tu
Chinh pht chuyén dén theo yéu cau ctua Phai doan.
Cing trong ngay 29-10, Phai doan ra thong cao bao
chi nhéc lai 16i mdi goi nhitng ngudi quan tAm hay
tim dén dé cung cip thong tin cho phai doan. Phai
doan ciing thong tin dén bao chi vé chuong trinh lam
viéc chi tiét tai Viét Nam.

Can ct vao khoi lugng cong viée can xu 1y tai Sai
Gon, Phai doan da quyét dinh vao ngay 30-10-1963
chi cti 3 thanh vién ra Hué, cac thanh vién con lai tiép
tuc cong viéc tai Sai Gon. Trong ngay nay, Phai doan
da phong van mot s6 thanh vién Chinh phu thuoc
Bo6 Noi vu, Phu Téng Théng va Bo Qudc Phong, véi
tu cach ho 12 nhiing thanh vién cua ny ban Lién bo
trong cudc dam phan véi Uy ban Lién phai cia Phat
gido. Cling trong ngay 30-10, Phai doan phéng van 2
nhéan chiing khac, mot ngudi do Phai doan madi va mot
nguoi tu nguyén tim dén. Sang ngay 31-10, Phai doan
tiép tuc phong van thém 2 nhan chiing khac trude khi
cac thanh vién 6 Hué quay vé.

Vé chuyén di Hué, cac thanh vién da tiép xuc véi
dai dién Chinh phu tai mién Trung, Tu lénh Quan
doan 1, cac quan chtic ddu nganh ciia Chinh quyén
Tinh, Hiéu trudéng va Khoa trudéng truong Dai hoc.
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Sau khi nghe trinh bay so luge vé van dé Phat gido,
Phai doan da chu dong dit cAu hoi véi ca nhan céc
vi nay. Tiép d6, Phai doan yéu cau dugc tiép xtc véi
cac nhan chiing da dudc néu tén trong danh sach gui
dén Bo Ngoai giao truée d6. Tuy nhién, cac vién chiic
Chinh phu cho biét trong s6 nay c6 mot nhan chiing
duge xem 1a “dé1 lap chinh tri” va vi thé khong dudc
phép tiép xuc véi Phai doan.

Khi viéng tham chua Tu Dam, Phai doan da
phong van 3 ting si va 1 su ¢d, 12 nhiing ngusi da
dugc néu tén trong danh sach trude d6. Ngoai ra con
c6 mot vi tang si tu nguyén dén géip. Khi vé nghi tai
khach san, Phai doan gip va phong van tiép nhan
ching tha 5 trong danh sach, 1a mot tang si. C6 ba
nhan chiing khac da chuén bi thinh nguyén thu trinh
lén Phai doan va cting duge phong van. Sau d6, Phai
doan tiép tuc phong van thém 2 nhan chiing khac cé
tén trong danh sach yéu cau. Phai doan tré vé Sai
Gon biang may bay vao sang ngay 31-10-1963 véi tién
vé do ho tu chi tra.

Ciing trong ngay 31-10, Phai doan viéng tham Bo
Ngoai giao va lap lai dé nghi phdng vAn Thugng toa
Thich Tri Quang, mac du truéc d6 Chinh phu Viét
Nam da tu chéi. Phan ting cia Bo Ngoai giao 1a van
gilt nguyén quan diém, ring Phai doan khong thé tiép
xuc véi mot nguoi dang 6 tinh trang “ty nan” trong
Toa Pai st My. Cach “duy nhat dé cudc tiép xtc c6 thé
tién hanh la Thuong toa Thich Tri Quang phai dugc
giao cho phia Chinh phu Viét Nam” (it could only
agree to such contact if the monk was delivered to the
authorities). Tuy nhién, phia My khong chap nhan.
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Mot s6 nguoi da lién lac v6i phai doan qua dién
thoai va trinh bay rang ho khong dam dén khach
san Majestic dé gép phai doan, bdi ¢6 nhiéu canh sat
thuong xuyén canh giti 6 d6. Phai doan da dé nghi
ho c6 thé gui cac cao budc qua thu. Trong thuc té,
phai doan da nhan dugc rat nhiéu cio budc duge gui
qua duong buu dién. Mot nhan ching dé nghi dudgc
gdp ngudi cia phai doan va cho diém hen tai mét
nha hang. Phai doan da cti mot thanh vién dén gap
dung hen nhung khéong hiéu 1y do vi sao ngudi nay da
khong dén. Vé truong hop cua Thuong toa Thich Tri
Quang, phai doan da quyét dinh ghi nhan thai do cua
Chinh phu Viét Nam va khéong lam gi thém niia.

Mot diéu dang chd y 1a vao hom 29-10-1963, Bo
No6i vu Viét Nam thong bao véi phai doan rang c6 10
vi su da lén ké& hoach tu thiéu trong thdi gian phai
doan hién dién tai Viét Nam. Trong thuc té&, c6 mot
nguoi da ty thiéu trong ngay 27-10-1963, 5 ngudi
khac da bi Chinh pht phat hién va bat gitt trude khi
ho thuc hién viéc tu thiéu. Phai doan yéu cau duge
gap 5 ngudi bi bat nay va chiéu 30-10, Chinh phu
da thu xép dé phai doan phdng vAn mét ngudi trong
s6 d6. Ciing trong chiéu hom d6, phai doan da viéng
thidm Bénh vién Duy T4n, ndi nan nhan cua cac vu
dan ap trude d6 da dugdec dua vao diéu tri. Phai doan
cing phong van thém mot nhan chiing khéac tai khach
san Majestic.

Cudc hop cuéi cung gitia phai doan véi cac dai
dién Chinh phu truéc khi cudc dao chinh dién ra
1a dé thu xép mot chuyén viéng thiam thd hai dén
Trai giam thudc Trung tdm Tham van cia Nha Téng
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Giam Déc Canh Sat Quéc Gia. Sau khi thu thap thém
nhiéu chting cti méi 6 Sai Gon va Hué, phai doan thay
ring viéc quay trd lai ndi nay 1a can thiét. “Buéi sang
ngay 1-11, phai doan da thuc hién cudc viéng thim va
phdng van thém mét s6 cac vi ting si tai ddy.” (where
the Mission went on the morning of 1 November to
interview some more monks.) Phai doan ciing “quyét
dinh gii mot s6 thanh vién dén Vinh Binh trong
ngay 2-11 dé tiép xuc véi cong déng Phat gido goéc
Khmer, thudc hé phai Tiéu thira.” (decided to send a
delegation to Vinh-Binh on 2 November to visit the
religious community of Khmer origin, belonging to
the “Lesser Vehicle) Phai doan ciling da quyét dinh sé
hoan t&t nhiém vu vao budi t6i ngay 3-11 va roi khoi
Sai Gon cung ngay. Sau d6, tat ca thanh vién dong
¥ sé c6 mat tai New York cham nhat 1a vao thi Bay,
9-11-1963, dé Phai doan c6 thé t6 chiic budi hop toan
thé vao ngay tha Hai, 11-11-1963, luc 3 gis chiéu.

Trong thuc t& sau budi phéng vin sang ngay
1-11-1963, Phai doan tré vé khach san Majestic va
chi dén 2 gié chiéu ho méi nhan duge théng tin dau
tién dé biét vé cudc dao chanh dang dién ra. Pai dién
Chinh pht lic d6 dé nghi ho & yén trong khach san,
vi da xay ra giao tranh 6 mot s6 ndi trong thanh phé.
K& tir lac d6 cho dén sang ngay 2-11-1963, Phai doan
hoan toan khong thé lién lac véi phia Chinh phu.

Sang sém ngay 2-11-1963, Dai dién dic biét cua
Viét Nam tai Lién Hiép Quéc, ong Biiu Hoi, dén gép
Phai doan tai khach san Majestic dé chuyén 1di caa
Hoi dong Quan nhan Cach mang lic d6 vira 1én ndm
quyén. Hoi dong nay mudn gtii 161 chao dén Phai doan
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va ¢6 161 moi Phai doan c6 thé tiép tuc & lai Viet Nam
bao lau tuy thich, dong thdi cling bay t6 mong mudn
dugc tiép dén Phai doan vao chiéu hom dé. Vi Trudng
doan hoi dap rang Phai doan da c6 quyét dinh roi Viét
Nam vao ngay 3-11-1963 va sé danh gia cao su trg
gitp cua Hoi ddng Quan nhan Cach mang dé Phai
doan c6 thé ra di dé dang.

Chiéu hém d6, 2-11-1963, vi Trudng doan da thay
mat Phai doan dén thim x4 giao cac tuéng Duong Vin
Minh, Tran Van Dén va Lé Van Kim. Tuéng Minh da
nhéc lai 16i moi ring Phai doan c6 thé 6 lai tuy y dé
hoan t4t nhiém vu. Trudng doan cho biét nhiém vu
ctua Phai doan da hoan tat va ngay ra di da dudc quyét
dinh. Ngay 3-11-1963, Phai doan ra théng cao bao
chi truée khi roi Sai Gon va c6 dé cap dén cudc vieng
tham Hoi ddng Quan nhan Cach mang. Trong théng
c4o bao chi nay, Phai doan da cong khai cho biét mot
s6 lanh dao Phat gido ma ho da phdng van, bao gom
cac vi Thich Tri Tha, Thich Quang Lién, Thich Tam
Giac, Thich Tam Chau, Thich Ddac Nghiép, Thich
Tién Minh va Cu si Mai Tho Truyén.

Phai doan roi Sai Gon ldc 6 gio chiéu ngay 3-11-
1963, c6 tuéng Lé Van Kim, dai dién Hoi dong Quan
nhan Cach mang va 6ng Pham Diang Lam, dai dién
Bo Ngoai giao, cung ra dua tién.

111, KET QUA DIEU TRA

Nhu da néi, két qua diéu tra ctia Phai doan dudc
ghi nhan day da trong ban Phic trinh mang s6 hiéu
A/5630 dé chuén bi trinh 1én Ky hop thudng nién 14n
tht 18 cua Pai Hoi Pong Lién Hiép Qudc. Tuy nhién,
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do dé1 tugng cio budc 1a Chinh phut Ngé Dinh Diém da
sup d6, nén Pai Hoi Pong Lién Hiép Quéc thdy rang
viéc xem xét van dé nay khong con can thiét niia.

Tuy nhién, trong phan nay ching ta sé xem xét
cic két qua diéu tra duge ghi nhan trong ban Phic
trinh, khong nham muc dich dua ra bat ky két luan
nao, ma la dé nhan hiéu rd rang va chinh xac hon vé
nhiing gi da dién ra trong ndm 1963 tai mién Nam
Viét Nam, dugc phan anh rat trung thuc va chinh xac
trong ban Phic trinh nay.

1. Hop tac diéu tra tif phia Chinh phu

Ban Phic trinh cho biét, trong suét qua trinh
diéu tra, phia Chinh pht VNCH nhiéu l4n nhéc lai
cam két s& tao moi diéu kién dé dang cho cong viéc
diéu tra cia Phai doan. Trong budi hop d4u tién cta
Phai doan v61 Bo Ngoai giao VNCH vao ngay 24-10,
dai dién Chinh phu da “cam két Ia Phai doan c6 thé
tu do di dén bat ct noi ddu tuy y va hda sé lam tat
ca moi viéc dé tao diéu kién dé dang cho nhiém vu
diéu tra su that cua Phai doan” (assured the Mission
that it would be free to go anywhere it wished and
promised to do everything to facilitate the Mission’s
task of finding the facts).

Tuy nhién, song song v6i cam két nay 14 mot s6
han ché& ma Phai doan da thuc su vap phai trong thuc
t& nhu dudc ghi nhan sau day:

_ Ngay 25-10-1963, chuyén viéng tham chiia An
Quang bi hoén lai va sau dé6 huay bo, véi ly do
Hoa thugng Thich Tinh Khiét va Su ¢6 Diéu

o

Hué “khong duge khoe”. Tuy nhién, sau dé su
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that dugc biét ro 1a ca hai vi déu da cho suét
budi chiéu 25-10 dé tiép d6n Phai doan.

- Chinh phu tit chél viéc tiép xtc cua phai doan

v6i cac nhan chiing dudc xem 1a “dé1 lap chinh
tri” (political opponent), nhung tiéu chi dé phan
loai khéng dugc xac dinh rd. Vi thé, chinh phu
c6 thé dua vao 1y do nay dé ngin can su tiép
xuc cua Phai doan véi bat ci ai. Trong thuc
t&, mot s6 nhan ching tai Hué va Sai Gon da
khong duge Chinh pht cho phép tiép xtc dua
vao ly do nay.

- Chinh pht nhiéu 1an tu chéi viéc Phai doan tiép

xtc Thugng toa Thich Tri Quang véi ly do dang
trong tinh trang “ty nan chinh tri” (asylum).
Ngoai viéc 1én tiéng doi héi quyén binh ding ton
gido theo mot phuong thiic 6n hoa, bat bao dong,
Thugng toa Thich Tri Quang chua hé tham gia
bat ky hoat dong chinh tri, ddng phai nao va
cling chua chinh thtc bi két 4n bdi bat ky toa an
nao. Viéc Thugng toa vao ty nan trong Toa Dai
st Hoa Ky 1a két qua cta cudc truy bét, bd rap
hoan toan vo6 ¢6 caa Chinh phu trong dém 20-
8-1963, chii khong phai do hoat déong dau tranh
chinh tri. Mot s6 vi téng si d chua Xa Ldi cling
phai trén vao Tru sé Ngoai giao doan Hoa Ky
trong khi ho khong c6 toi gi ca. Nhu vay, 1y do ti
ch6i cia Chinh pht 1a khong chinh dang.

- Chinh phti nh4n manh viéc tiép xtic v6i Thugng

toa Thich Tri Quang chi c6 thé thuc hién néu
Toa Dai st My “giao nép Thugng toa cho Chinh
quyén” (if the monk was delivered to the
authorities). Trong khi “chién dich tan cong
cac chua” dém 20-8 dang la mot trong cac muc
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tiéu diéu tra cua Phai doan, thi Chinh phu cho
th&y ho khéng hé thay d6i quan diém, khong
hé thita nhan hanh vi v6 c¢6 bat giit ting ni va
Phat ti 1a sai trai, ma van tiép tuc giti y dinh
bét giam Thugng toa Thich Tri Quang.

- Viéc Chinh phu céng khai cho canh sat vii trang
bao v& quanh khach san Majestic, noi Phai
doan cu ngu, c6 thé 1a y t6t dé bao vé an ninh
cho Phai doan, nhung da la rao can khién cho
rat nhiéu nhan chiing e ngai khéong dam dén
gip. Trong thuc té€, cac luc lugng canh gac cé vii
trang cua Chinh phu da chén lai va xét hoi tat
ca nhiing ai di vao khach san trong thoi gian
Phai doan hién dién & d6.

Ngoai nhiing diéu ké trén, viéc dé xuit chuong
trinh 1am viéc cua Chinh phu ngay khi Phai doan viia
dén Sai Gon cung 1a mot diém dang chud §. Phu luc
V ctia ban Phdc trinh ghi lai chi tiét chuong trinh dé
xuit do Chinh phu gti dén (kém theo dé nghi chi tra
moi chi phi &n 6, di lai), dudc ghi nhan chi tiét nhu sau:

- Sau 2 ngay lam viéc véi cac bo nganh cia Chinh
phu (ké ca ngay viia dén: 24 va 25), ngay 26
dudgc dé xuat du 1& Quéc khanh va sau d6 nghi
tron ngay.

- Ngay 27-10-1963 di Vang Tau, tham Chua Méi
va cac diém du lich trong ving (Visit to Chua
Moi Pagoda and to tourist spots in the region),
sau d6 an trua véi Tinh trudng va tré vé Sai
Gon, du tiéc chiéu dai bubi t6i 6 Bé6 Ngoai giao.
Ngoai ra khong c¢6 hoat dong nao khac.

- Ngay 28-10 di Pa Lat bing may bay dic biét
(special plane), du 1& khai truong Vién Nghién
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cliu ﬁng dung hat nhan. 3 gid chiéu nghe bao
cao ngin gon vé tinh hinh Phat gido. 5 gio di
tham mot ngodi chua va tiép xic véi Phat ti. 8
gi0 du tiéc t61 do Thi trudng Da Lat chiéu dai.

- Ngay 29-10 viéng tham dap Pa Nhim (du lich)

tron ngay. Khong c6 hoat dong nao khac.

- Ngay 30-10 di Hué bang may bay dic biét. Tham

xa giao (courtesy call on) cac dai dién Chinh
pht tai Hué. 3 gid chiéu nghe bao c4o ngén gon
vé Phat gido. 5 gio thim chua Tu Dam. 8 gio du
tiéc budi t6i do dai dién Chinh phu chiéu dai.
Ngoai ra khong c6 hoat dong nao khac.

- Ngay 31-10 viéng thim Hoang thanh va cac

diém du lich (Visit to the Imperial City and
to tourist sites) gom c6 chua Thién Mu, Van
miéu, Liang Tu Pic, Ling Minh Mang. Budi t6i
di dao ven bo song Huong. Ngoai ra khong cé
hoat dong nao khac.

- Ngay 1-11, di Phan Rang bang may bay dic biét.

10 gid sang nghe trinh bay ngin gon vé tinh
hinh chung va Phat gido. 12 gié bay di Phan
Thiét, &n trua véi Tinh Trudng. 3 gid chiéu
viéng tham mot ngodi chua va tiép xic Phat tu.
5 gid 30 bay vé Sai Gon. Buéi t6i nghi.

- Ngay 2-10 di Ba Xuyén va Vinh Binh bing may

bay. 9 gié sang nghe bao cao ngin gon vé tinh
hinh chung va Phat gido. 12 gic 30 dung com
trua do Tinh trudng Ba Xuyén chiéu dai, két
hop tiép xudc véi ting ni Phat ti goc Khmer.
5 gio bay vé Sai Gon. Budi t6i giai tri tai Nha
hang v truéng Anh Vi

- Ngay 3-11 - Nghi tron ngay.
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_ Ngay 4-11 - Budi sang tham Ap chién luge Ct
Chi, chiéu gap g6 chia tay véi Téng théng. 8 gio
to1 1én duong vé New York.

Trong toan bd chuong trinh nay, du kién chi c6

4 1an nghe bao cao ngin gon vé tinh hinh Phat giso,
moi 1an khéng qua 2 gid dong hd. Ngoai ra déu la cac
hoat dong du lich, chiéu dai, thim viéng, giai tri va...
nghi tron ngay. Cac ngay 27, 29, 31 thang 10 va ngay
3, 4 thang 11 hoan toan khong c6 hoat dong nao lién
quan dén cong viéc diéu tra cua Phai doan.

Néu chap nhan chuong trinh dé xuit nay, chac
chin Phai doan sé ching ghi nhan dude bat ky mot
két qua diéu tra trung thuc ndo. Rat may 1a Phai doan
diéu tra da nhan ra ngay diéu d6 va c6 2 quyét dinh
sang suo6t. Thi nhat, khong chdp nhan dé nghi chi tra
moi phi ton &n ¢ va di lai ti phia Viét Nam. Thtt hai,
khéng chip nhan ban chuong trinh dé xuit nay ma
tu nghién ciu dua ra chuong trinh lam viéc chi tiét
va phi hgp. Chi riéng diém nay ciing da cho chung ta
thdy dugc tinh khach quan va dang tin ciy ctua hoat
dong diéu tra. Véi chuong trinh lam viéc thuc té& da
dudc Phai doan ap dung, ching ta thay rd nhiing hoat
dong diéu tra, tiép xidc, phong van, thu thap théng tin
da dién ra lién tuc. Tham chi phai doan con quyét dinh
chia d6i nhan su dé cung lic thu thap thong tin & Hué
nhung van tiép tuc hoat dong diéu tra tai Sai Gon.

2. Thu thap thong tin tit phia Chinh phu
Thong tin ti phia Chinh phu dudc cung cip qua

hai nguén chinh: mét vin ban Chinh thtc do Thiéu
tuéng Tran Tu Oai truc tiép trao cho Phai doan va
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cac buodi tiép xtdc tuan tu duge ghi nhan néi dung véi
Téng théng Ngb Dinh Diém, C8 van Ngo Pinh Nhu,
Pho6 Téng thong Nguyén Ngoc Tho, Bo trudng Noi vu
Bui Van Luong, Bo truéng Phu Tong thong Nguyén
Dinh Thuan, cac thanh vién Dai dién Chinh phu tai
Hué, Tu 1énh Quan doan 1 va mot s6 quan chiic khac.
Riéng cudc ti€p xidc v6i Bo trudng Ngoai giao nham
muc dich thu xép mot cudc phong van véi Thuong toa
Thich Tri Quang, dudc vi Trudng doan ké lai ndi dung
trong mot bao cao riéng.

VAN BAN CHINH THUC

Van ban do Thiéu tuéng Tran Tt Oai chuyén dén
Phai doan thé hién quan diém chinh thic cta Chinh
pht Viet Nam Cong hoa. Vi thé, trong cac budi phong
van truc dién v6i nhiing thanh vién cao cidp khac
trong Chinh phu, ndi dung ghi nhan hau nhu ciing
déu xoay quanh nhiing quan diém nay. Mot s6 diém
néi bat dude néu ra a:

- Van dé b4t 6n gitta Chinh phu va Phat gido Viét
Nam “bdt nguén tir cac su kién xay ra 6 Hué vao
dau thang 5-1963” (originated in the incidents
which occurred in Hue at the beginning of May
1963). No6i cach khac, Chinh phu Viét Nam
Cong hoa pht nhan nhiing cdo budc vé phan
biét d6i xt v6i Phat gido trude thoi diém nay.

- Nhiing nguoi chét va bi thuong trong su kién &
Hué 14 do “Céng san da lgi dung co héi cho né 2
qua min plastic lam 8 nguoi chét” (Communist
elements took advantage of it to explode two
plastic charges which caused the death of eight

178

BAN PHUC TRINH A/5630 CUA PHAI DOAN DIEU TRA LIEN HIEP QuUOC

persons), va do d6 khong c6 su dan ap cua quan
doi bang sting may, xe tang va lyu dan nhu cac
ngudn tin loan truyeén.

- Phong trao d4u tranh Phat gido khong hoan

toan do nguci Phat ti diing 1én, ma c6 su nip
béng xui giuc cua ‘nhiing ké déi lap chinh tri
va Viét cong” (with the co-operation of political
adventurers and of Communists).

- Do su kich dong ctia Viét cong nén nhiing cudc

biéu tinh dan phat trién vugt qua giéi han cho
phép cua luat phap, gdy anh hudng nghiém
trong dén an ninh trat ty xa hoi va nhat 1a lam
suy giam kha n#ng cia Chinh phu trong cudc
chién tranh chéng Cong. “Trong giai doan tir
ngay 8-5 dén 19-8-1963, c6 159 cude biéu tinh
da dién ra: Hué: 25, Sai Gon: 32, Pa Nang: 10,
Quang Tri: 8, Quang Nam: 7, Quang Ngai: 18,
Nha Trang: 13, v.v...” (during the period from
8 May to 19 August 1963, 159 demonstrations
were staged: 25 in Hue, 32 in Saigon, 10 in
Tourane, 8 in Quang-Tri, 7 in Quang-Nam,
18 in Quang-Ngai. 13 in Nha-Trang, etc.), c6
su trg gitip ciia bd may tuyén truyén khoa hoc
khéng 16 ctia cong san (supported from both
within and without by the huge and scientific
communist propaganda machinery), duge day
lén dén dinh diém vao ngay 18-8-1963 khi cac
lanh dao Phat gido dua ra to1 hau thu yéu sach
d61 v6i Chinh phu truéec mot dam dong 20.000
ngudi tu tap trude chuia X4 Lgi. Mat khace, theo
mot ké& hoach dinh trudc thi cac 1anh dao Phat
gido sé t6 chiic nhiing cudc biu tinh dAm mau
v6i mot tdc d6 phat trién kha nhanh ti€p néi
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trén cac dia phuong tit Hué dén Sai Gon, nhu
Pa Ning, Quang Nam, Khanh Hoa, Binh Thuan
(according to a definite plan, the Buddhist
leaders would stage bloody demonstrations,
which were to take place at a rather fast pace
successively in various provinces and main
localities from Hue to Saigon, namely in Danang,
Quang- Nam, Khanh-Hoa, Binh-Thuan). Dé
d61 phé véi nguy co nay, cic tinh mién Trung da
yéu cau Sai Gon tang vién (Central Viet-Nam
provinces would have to request Saigon to send
in police reinforcements). Nguy co bi Viét cong
tan cong ngay tai Sai Gon lén cao do thiéu luc
lugng bao vé.

- Truéc tinh hinh nguy hiém dén an ninh qudc
gia, ngay 20-8-1963, cac tuéng lanh da déng
tAm nhat tri dé nghi va thidc ép Tong thong
ban hanh tinh trang thiét quan luc, giao cho
Quan doi trach nhiém bao vé nén Cong hoa va
dat nudc (the President would entrust to it for
the defence of the Republic and the country).
Trong khi d6, Cong san da sin sang tan cong
Sai Gon dé 1at d6 ché d6 ngay khi phong trao
dau tranh cua Phat gido tao thanh mot su hon
loan lan rong. Ho du kién diéu nay sé dién ra
vao cudl thang 8-1963. (The Communists were
ready for a drive on Saigon to overthrow the
Government when the Buddhist movement
would degenerate into popular riots. They
expected this to take place by the end of August
1963.)

- Nhiing 1y do néu trén buéc Chinh phti phai déng

¥ cho Quan ddi tién hanh chién dich dém 20-
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8-1963. “Quan doi da kham pha dugc trong
nhiéu ngéi chua mot sé Iugng 16n vii khi va tai
liéu quan trong, thém mot lan niia chiing té
rdng cac nha su qua khich dang theo dudi mét
muc dich chinh tri vdi su trg gitip cia mét bén
la Viét cong va mot bén khac niia 1a cac nhom
déi lap chinh tri.”(The Army had discovered in
several pagodas an important lot of weapons
and documents which demonstrated once more
that the extremist bonzes were pursuing a
political goal with the support of the Viet-Cong
on one hand, and of political opposition groups
on the other hand).

- Mic du chién dich dugc tién hanh quyét liét

nhung khong hé gy d6 mau va thuong vong.
(although they were drastic, resulted in no
bloodshed or loss of life). Qua d6, quan d01 da
thanh cong trong viéc tai lap trat tu, mang lai
su binh yén cho cac chua, giai phéng tiang ni
Phat tt thuan thanh khoi su khéng ché cta cac
nha su cuc doan (the Army had successfully
restored security, brought back calm in the
pagodas, and liberated the bonzes, nuns and
Buddhist faithful from the grip of the extremist
bonzes).

- Trén khip nude c6 hang loat nhiing cude biéu

tinh, tu tap ciia Phat ti, cac tang 16p tri thiic va
binh dan, cac giai tang xa hoi khac nhau, bay t6
niém tin va sy ung hd Chinh phu (Throughout
the country demonstrations had been organized
by Buddhist groups, professional and popular
groups, and by all the social classes to express
confidence and support for the Government),

181



HO SO MAT 1963 - Tif cac nguon tai liéu cia chinh pha My

lén 4an nhiing ké phan quéc (to denounce the
traitors to the nation). Cu thé 1a & Hué c¢6 hon
80.000 ngudi, 6 Sai Gon c¢6 hon 120.000 ngudi,
va 6 cac tinh thanh khac déu c6 nhiéu chuc
ngan nguoi. (In Hue, more than 80,000 people,
in Saigon more than 120,000 people, and in
the provincial capitals, tens of thousands of
people).

- Cudl cung, nhd cic bién phap st dung quan doi
nhu da trinh bay trén, Chinh phu da tailap duge
trat tu, giai quyét moi bat 6n, va do d6 Chinh
pht da cho phép md ctia lai nhiing chua chién
bi phong tda, tra tu do cho tit ca cac ting si bi
bét, dua tra cac sinh vién hoc sinh bi bat gitt
vé v6i gia dinh. (The Government has ordered
the reopening to worship of the pagodas, which
had been under temporary surveillance ; it has
authorized the arrested monks to go back to
the places of worship and it has returned the
detained students to their parents.)

Van ban cta Chinh pht dugde két luan mot cach
lac quan va phtt nhan hoan toan nhiing bat én dang
ton tai:

The Government deems itself entitled to hope
that the nations friendly to Viet-Nam will help
it enlighten the public opinion of the Free World
on this affair which it considers already settled.
Chinh phu [Viét Nam Céng Hoa] tu xét thay cé
quyén hy vong rang cac quoc gia than thién vdi
Viét Nam sé gitp lam sdng to cong luin trong
Thé gidi Tu do vé van dé nay, vi Chinh phti xem
nhu da giai quyét xong.
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Ban vin do éng Tran T Oai truc tiép trao cho
Phai doan dai hon 5.000 chii, c6 nhiéu doan trinh bay
chi tiét vé cac su kién, bién phap xt ly bat on v.v...
Tuy nhién, néi dung chinh yéu c6 gia tri bac bo nhiing
c4do budc ma Phai doan ctia diéu tra Lién Hiép Quéc
da ghi nhan va chuyén dén cho Chinh phu thi khéng
ngoai cac y chinh da dugc ching t61 tom luge nhu trén.
Trong thuc t&, néu Chinh phu c6 kha nang ching té
mot cach khach quan nhiing gi trinh bay trén day la
dung that, thi cudc diéu tra cia Phai doan hén khong
cAn phai tiép tuc nita. Tuy nhién, hau hét, néu khong
muén noéi 1a tat ca, nhiing gi Chinh pht néu ra déu
chi c6 gia tri mot chiéu, tu bién va khong c6 bat ky
mét ching ci cu thé nao. Gia thuyét vé su can thiép
cua Viét cong 1a mot vi du. Chinh pht khong xem day
la mot gia thuyét, ma xac quyét nhu vay, nhung lai
khong dua ra bat ky chiing ¢t nao.

Khi Chinh pht néi réng theo két qua giam dinh
cta cac chuyén gia y t€ thi cAc nan nhan [cta sy kién
Dai Phat thanh Hué] bi chét do chit nd plasstic [caa
Viét cong] (to the findings of the medical experts, all
the wounds on the victims’ bodies were caused by
the explosion of plastic charges) thi Phai doan dong
thoi cing nhan dude cac cdo budc nguge lai tix phia
cac nhan chiing 1a Chinh pht da bé ti Bac si Lé Khic
Quyén chi vi 6ng tir chéi khong chiu ky vao cac bién
ban giam dinh khong dung su that dude lam sén. (Dr.
Le Khac Quyen of the Hue Hospital, was subsequently
imprisoned for refusing to sign a medical certificate
prepared by Government authorities). Cau héi dat
ra ¢ day 14, cdo budc cta cac nhan chiing ¢6 thé thidu
chiing ct 1a diéu dé hiéu, nhung tuyén bd chinh thic
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cta Chinh phu tai sao khong kém theo chiing cii xéac
nhan (chdng han nhu bién ban giam dinh) khi ho c6
thita kha niang lam diéu dé?

Chinh phu cling c6 su mau thuan khi cio budc
cac cudc bidu tinh 6n hoa ctua Phat gido 1a “gdy réi
loan trat tu”, trong khi tu cung c4p thong tin 1a cé
biéu tinh ung ho Chinh pht 1én dén 120.000 ngudi &
Sai Gon (gap 6 1an s6 ngudi ho cho 1a da tu tap trudc
chua X4 Loi vao thoi diém cang thing nh4t) nhung
lai khéong anh hudng gi dén trat tu tri an. Su cuong
diéu ctia Chinh pht vé con s6 ngudi ung ho da 16 ro
khi cudc dao chinh dién ra thanh cong ngay sau dé
va dién van s6 875 ctia Dai st Cabot Lodge gtii vé Bo
Ngoai Giao My ngay 2 thang 11 nim 1963 da mo ta
khong khi Sai Gon nhu sau:

“Believe the very great popularity of this

coup should be stressed. Every Vietnamese

has a grin on his face today. I'm told that the

jubilation in the streets exceeds that which
comes every new year.”

“Hay tin rdng cAn nhan manh dén su ung ho

cua dan chiing doéi véi cude dao chinh nay. Hoém

nay, moi nguoi Viét Nam déu tuoi cuoi. Nguoi

ta bao toi rang, niém han hoan dugc thy trén

duong phé con vuogt hon ca niém vui ngay Tét.”

Va sau khi céi chét thé tham ctia hai anh em 6ng

Diém va 6ng Nhu dudc x4c nhan c6 ca hinh anh, ngay

4-11-1963, Cabot Lodge giii dién van s6 917 tra loi Bo

Ngoai giao M§ vé tinh trang 6ng Ngo Pinh Cén nhu sau:

“On the question of Ngo Dinh Can, they said
that their General in Hue had just telephoned
that there was a very large and hostile crowd
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around the house where Can lives with his
mother and that he was obviously thoroughly
loathed for all his many cruelties in the past
and that the crowd wanted his skin...”

“Vé van dé 6ng Ngé Pinh Can, tuéng lanh Viét
Nam ¢ Hué vira dién bao rdng mot dam déng
rat I6n va day thu nghich dang vay quanh ngoéi
nha é6ng Can séng véi nguoi me, ré rang éng ta
bi cam thu vi su tan 4c cia éng trong qua khit
va dam déng nay dang muén 16t da éng...”

Céo budc vé nhiing cudc “biéu tinh ddm mau”
cling hoan toan vo cin cii vi trong thuc té tuy da co
rit nhiu cudc biéu tinh xay ra khép noi, nhung tat
ca déu 6n hoa va chi c¢6 thuong vong khi bi Chinh pht
dan ap, con tu than nhiing ngudi tham gia biéu tinh
chua tting ¢6 hanh vi bao dong.

CAC BUOI TIEP XUC TRUC TIEP

Phan 16n cac budi tiép xdc khong nhan thém duge
thong tin gi khac hon nhiéu so v6i da néu trong vin
ban chinh thtic. Ching téi chi ghi nhan lai duéi day
nhiing diém khéac biét, b6 sung. Téng théng Ngo Dinh
Diém khi tiép xtc v6i Phai doan va néi vé cude dau
tranh cua Phat gido da dua ra hai thong tin khéng
duge nhic dén & bat ky mot ngudn tu liéu nao khac:

1. Phat t doi hoi ¢ Phat gido phai dude treo cao

hon quéc ky Viét Nam. (The Buddhists wanted

their flag to fly at a higher level than the
national flag of Viet-Nam.)

2. Téng hoi Phat gido Viet Nam dang ¢6 ép budc
cac bo phai khac phai ch4p nhan ciing mot 14
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c6 Phat gido qudc té. (The National Buddhist
Association was trying to force other sects of

the same religion to accept the international
banner of Buddhism.)

Khong biét 6ng Diém da nhan nhiing bao cdo nhu
thé nao dé hiéu vé phong trao Phat gido theo cach
nhu thé. Diém thi nh4t vé viée doi héi treo ¢d cao hon
14 qua ngay ngd, chua tiing c6. Piém thi hai la mét su
ngd nhan hoan toan, vi cd Phat gido dude dong thuan
st dung 0 tat ca cac nudc trén thé gidi, khong riéng gi
Viét Nam, nén khong phai 1a lua chon riéng ctia bat
ky tong phai Phat giao nao.

Budi tiép xic v6i C6 vaAn Ngb Pinh Nhu ghi nhan
nhiéu théng tin hon, nhung hiu hét 14 nhiing giai
trinh chi tiét ctia 6ng Nhu vé cac chinh sach cua
Chinh pht hon 14 tra 16i thdng vao cac van dé céo
budc do Phai doan dua ra. Vi Trudng doan da dit
nhiing cAu héi nham khai thac thong tin ding huéng.
Céan ci vao bao cao cia Chinh phu 1a qua dgt bé rap
20-8-1963 da triét pha dugc hét “nhiing phan tif kich
déng”, ong diat van dé vé su cai thién moéi quan hé
gitia Chinh phu véi Phat gido nhu vay liéu da cé hy
vong t6t hon hay chua? (If all the organizations were
destroyed the situation should be better than before
and there should be greater hope for an improvement
in the relations between the Government and the
Buddhists. Do you share this hope?) Ong Nhu da tra
16i hét stic mo ho: “Chinh pht khong bat hét dude
nhiing ké A&m muu. HAu hét bon ching duge diéu
khién tit nuéc ngoai va ching toi khéng thé bit hét
dugc ching.” (The Government did not arrest all the
plotters. Most of them are controlled from abroad and
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we are not able to arrest them.) Trong van ban chinh
thtc néi rang Chinh pht da bd rap thanh cong va
“van dé da duogc giai quyét”, thi bay gio 6ng C6 van
lai dua ra mot vién canh dau tranh md rong déi tugng
budc toi khong chi 1a Viét cong ma con c6 yéu td “nude
ngoai”. Va khi vi Trudng doan hai 1an gin héi vé s&
ngudi thuc su da bi bat van con bi giam trong ti1, 6ng
Co van da tra loi “Khoang 200 dén 300 ngudi. Viéc
nay hay héi 6ng Bo trudng Noi vu.” (About 200 to 300;
ask the Minister of the Interior.) Trong van ban cua
Chinh phu thi tuyén bs Chinh pht da tra tu do cho
ta't ca nhitng ngudi bi bat!

Pho Téng théng Nguyén Ngoc Tho khong c6 thém
thong tin méi vi 6ng nay tuyén bs khong cé y kién
gi khac hon da néu trong vian ban cia Chinh phu
have no other point of view to express than that of the
Government of Viet-Nam). Tuy nhién, khi vi Trudng
doan dit cau hoi tai sao Phat gido cdo budc Chinh
pht khéng ton trong ban Thong cido chung thi 6ng
thita nhan: Ho “cdo budc rang Chinh phu tiép tuc bat
giit cac nha su va ngan can nhiing buéi 1é cdu siéu
cho cac nan nhéan...” (alleged that the Government
continued to arrest bonzes and to prevent ceremonies
for the repose of the souls of the victims, and so on).
Nhiing cao budc nay la hoan toan c6 that theo quan
sat trong thuc té& ciia Phai doan, ciing nhu qua théong
tin dugc cung cap ti chinh cic thanh vién Chinh phu.

Khi dugc yéu cAu nhan dinh vé phong trao dau
tranh ciia Phat gido, 6ng Phé Téng théng ciing khong
kién dinh theo lap truong cua Chinh phu la do Viét
cong can thiép tu dau trong su kién ngay 8-5-1963,
ma néi moét cach mo hd hon rang “ban ddu dé Ia mot
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phong trao ddu tranh thuan tiy tén gido, nhung cudi
cung cé6 1é da c6 mét sé lién hé nao dé véi cong san”
(At the beginning it was strictly religious. At the end,
it may be that some contacts were made with the
communists”). C6 1é dng Tho da thuc su nghi nhu vay.

Phai doan da lip lai yéu cau cung cap cac chiing
cti v6i 6ng Bo trudng Noi vu Bui Vian Luong:

There was one statement made by the officials
of the Government of Viet-Nam to the effect
that certain documents were discovered by
the Government and the Army in the pagodas
and Buddhist institutions. These documents
undoubtedly are of importance in establishing
certain facts or at least in bringing about the
possibility of due consideration that should be
given to the situation in establishing objectively
the facts that the Mission is seeking to ascertain.
Nhiéu quan chiic ciia Chinh phi Viét Nam déu
tuyén bo riang c6 mot sé tai libu da duge Chinh
pht va quan déi tim thdy trong cic ngoi chua
va co s6 Phat gido. Nhiing tai liéu nay chéc
chdn 1a c6 taAm quan trong trong viéc xac dinh
nhiing su that nhat dinh, hodc it nhat la mang
dén kha ning xem xét thich hop dé1 véi tinh
hinh trong viéc xac dinh su that ma Phai doan
dang tim kiém.

Yéu ciu nay da dudc dua ra nhiéu lan, véi nhiéu
chting cii khac dude néu trong nhiing 1an tiép xtc véi
cac quan chiic Chinh phu, va Phai doan luén nhan
duge 161 hia 1a sé duge cung cdp day du. Ong Luong
tra 10i rang cac gidy td nay dang dudc photocopy hoéc
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danh may lai, va tat ca sé dugc trao cho Phai doan
trude ngay thi Hai tuan sau d6, ngay ma Phai doan du
tinh roi Viét Nam. (They are now being photocopied
or typed, so that before the Mission leaves next
Monday, I shall be pleased to hand to the Mission all
the documents discovered in the pagodas.) Vi Trudéng
doan Iuu ¥ rang néu Phai doan hoan tat dugc viéc diéu
tra va roi Viét Nam ngay, c6 thé sé s6m hon du tinh
(the Mission may, after the completion of its work,
leave immediately and this may happen to be before
Monday). Vi thé, ong mong réng sé nhan dudc cac
gidy t0 nay trudéc dé Phai doan “khéng phai cho doi
chi vi nhiing vian ban ma Chinh phu da dong y trao
cho” (will not be delayed simply for certain documents
which it has requested and that the Government has
agreed to give it). Ong Luong da ddng y vé diéu nay.

Mot diém quan trong khac trong budi néi chuyén
v6i ong Bo trudng Noi vu 1a vi Trudng doan da dit cau
hoi nguyén vian nhu sau:

There are certain rights and freedoms referred
to in paragraph 2 of the document “L’Affaire
bouddhiste au VietNam”, which are normally
considered normal rights and freedoms as long
as they do not incite to violence. How is it that
the Government refers to these as conspiracy?
(C6 mot s6 quyén tu do dugc dé cap dén trong
doan véan thit nhi cua tai liéu “Van dé Phat gido
¢ Viét Nam” vén duoc xem la nhiing quyén tu
do thong thuong, mién la khéng cé6 su kich déng
bao Iuc. Lam sao Chinh phu lai ¢6 thé dé cap
dén [viéc thuc hién] nhiing quyén tu do théng
thuong nay nhu la mét 4m muu?)
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Tra 16i cAu hoi nay, éng Luong néi rang Chinh
pht da bat moét ngudi tén Pang Ngoc Luu va 6ng nay
khai ring nhiing gi Phat gido thé hién 14 mét 4Am muu
cta cong san da dudc chudn bi trude tit ndm 1960,va
d6 1a 1y do Chinh phu xem day nhu mot Am muu (he
said that the conspiracy and this is the reason why
the word “conspiracy” is used in the document, which
1S a communist conspiracy, dates back to 1960). Mot
lan niia, dé xac thuc nhiing thong tin nay, Phai doan
tiép tuc dua ra yéu cau dugc nhin thay to khai ctua
bang Ngoc Luu. Ong Luong da hua sé dap tng tat ca
yéu cdu cua Phai doan gdm nhiéu vén ban lién quan
khac ntia.

Trong thuc t&, Phai doan xac nhan trong Phuc
trinh 12 ho khong nhan duge bat ky véin ban nao tit phia
Chinh phu nhu d3 hta (the Mission never received
certain documents promised by the Government),
maic du thoi gian luu lai cta Phai doan truée ngay
dao chinh 1a thita kha nang dé Chinh phu dap tng
viéc nay, chua xét dén yéu t6 Chinh phu da chu dong
moi Phai doan dén thi nhiing van ban lién quan thudc
loai “ching ci” hén phai dude chuén bi tit trude méi
hgp ly.

Khong nhan duge nhiing giai thich rd rang va
hop 1y ti cac thanh vién da tiép xtc, vi Trudng doan
da ti€p tuc néu mét cau héi ¢6 phan cu thé hon véi
ong Nguyén Dinh Thuén, Bo trudng Pha Téng théng:
“Chinh phu néi rdng khong bao gio bdt giit nhiing
nguoi theo dao Phat chi vi Iy do duy nhat rang ho la
Phat ti1. Chiing t61 muén biét, vay thi lam thé nao
ma tat ca nhiing nguoi bi bit, cac sinh vién va nhiing
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thanh phan khéc, lai chi toan la nguoi theo dao Phat,
bao gém ca cac vi tidng si da tham gia dam phan
cung Chinh phu truée dé? (...the Government never
arrested Buddhist followers solely because they were
Buddhists. We would like to know how it is then that
all those people who have been detained, whether
students or others, are only Buddhists, including the
monks, who took part in previous negotiations?)

Ong Thuan da loanh quanh khong giai thich duge
diém nay va ddy van dé tré lai cho 6ng B trudng Noi
vu, rang 6ng Bo trudng Noi vu nhat dinh 1a da dua ra
cho Phai doan t4t ca nhiing gii thich can thiét vé van
dé nay. (I am convinced that the qualified person to
answer this is the Minister of the Interior who must
have given the Mission all necessary explanations in
this respect.) Trong thuc t&, Phai doan da gap 6ng Bo
trudng Noi vu truée d6 va khong nhan duge 1oi giai
thich thoa dang vé viéc bat giti hang loat tang ni Phat
ti trong dém 20-8-1963.

Ngay 31-10-1963, vi Trudng doan cing mot thanh
vién trong doan 1a 6ng Correa da Costa dén gép Bo
trudng Ngoai giao dé ¢6 gdng thu xép viéc phéng vin
Thuong toa Thich Tri Quang. N luc khéng thanh vi
quan diém cta Chinh pht vAn khong thay d6i, khang
khing 1a Toa Dai stt My phai giao nop Thugng toa
Thich Tri Quang cho Chinh phu truée khi bat ky cudc
ti€p xtc nao cé thé dude thuc hién. Tuy nhién, trong
budi tiép xtc nay, vi Trudng doan da ghi nhan lai
trong bao cdo mot s6 quan diém ctia Chinh phu do
ong Bo trudéng Ngoai giao trinh bay. Trudc hét, phia
Chinh pht nhat dinh cho rang Thugng toa Thich Tri
Quang 1a ngudi cua Viét cong vi cac 1y do:
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- Ong c6 tham gia phong trao cOng san vao nim
1945. Ong ciing c6 thanh lap mot Ho1 Phat giao
c6 quan hé chit ché véi Mat tran cua Cong san.

- Ong c6 2 14n bi ngudi Phap bat, dong thoi co
bidu 16 tng ho tu tudng céng san. Trong mot
lan thuyét giang trudc dam déng & Hué, ong
néi rang khong cé gi khac biét gitia Phat gido
va cht nghia cong san. Day la dau hiéu dau
tién cho thay 6ng c6 khuynh huéng nghiéng vé
chu nghia Marx.

- Mac dua nhiing diém trén chua du yéu t& dé két
luan, nhung Chinh pht con c¢6 nhiing dit kién
chinh x4c khéc. Trudc hét, cach day khoang 25
nam, Thich Tri Quang tting c6 lién hé véi Lé
Dinh Tham, mot ngudi hién lam viéc cho cong
san ngoai Bac. Thi hai, nim 1954 ong c6 tiép
xtc v6i mot bac si cong san nguoi Phap tai Da
Lat. Tht ba, tat ca cac thinh nguyén thu ma
Chinh pht nhan dugc hién nay déu phan anh
mot cach chinh xac 161 suy nghi cua Thich Tri
Quang, chiing t6 6ng la ngudi ding sau moi
viéc chti khong phai Hoa thugng Thich Tinh
Khiét.

Nhiing 1ap luan nay cua Chinh pht rd rang c6
gang lam viing thém cao budc ctia ho rang ngay ti
diu bién c6 ngay 8-5-1963 6 Hué von da la mot Am
muu dude tinh trude caa Viét cong. Tuy nhién, thuc
té& cho thay 14 ngudi dan ciing nhu giéi 1anh dao Phat
gido khong ai tin vao lap luan budc toi nay, bdi ching
hoan toan mang tinh cht quan va thiéu chiing cii cu
thé. Ching ta déu biét, dao luat 10/59 cho phép Chinh
pht 6ng Diém thing tay tring tri bat ct ai ¢6 dinh liu
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dén Coéng san va hinh phat néng nhat c6 thé 1a tu
hinh. Vi thé&, viéc ho chap nhan chi “dau v6 mom” véi
Thugng toa Thich Tri Quang da la mot chiing ct ro
rang cho thay ho khéng c6 du cin ci dé budc toi.

Veé cac vu tu thiéu ctia Phat gido, ong Bo trudng
Ngoai giao dua ra nhiing 1ap luan cia Chinh phu nhu
sau:

- Cac vu tu thiéu viia qua phai duge xem 14 nhiing
vu giét ngudi c6 t6 chiic (these suicides should
be considered organized murders), béi vi cac
nan nhan ty thiéu bi cung c4p nhiing thong
tin sai léch, rang Chinh phu da giét chét Hoa
thugng Thich Tinh Khiét, da giét chét Su ba
Diéu Hué, da dim chét trong nuéc hang tram
nha su, da dot chay chua Xa Lgi, va vi thé nan
nhan bi thic bach phai tu thiéu dé phan déi
nhting hanh dong nay. (The victims were told
that the Government had killed Reverend
Khiet, that the Government had killed Dieu
Hue, had drowned hundreds of monks, that it
had burned the Xa-Loi Pagoda, and therefore
that they should commit suicide in protest
against these acts of the Government.)

- Vé truong hop tu thiéu cua Hoa thuong Thich
Quang Dtc, ong Bo trudng dude bao trudec mot
tuan va da mudn ngin chan. (The Minister said
he had been informed a week before the incident,
and wanted to prevent it.) Ong Bo trudng tiép
tuc dung 1én nhiing mé ta hoan toan vé cin cii vé
mot dién tién ma o6ng ciing thita nhan 14 Chinh
pht khéng biét gi lic xay ra. (Everybody knew
about it except the Government.) Du vay, éng

193



HO SO MAT 1963 - Tif cac nguon tai liéu cia chinh pha My

B6 trudng da ké gidhg nhu tan mét ching kién:
“Ong su khong tu di ma duge trg gitip bdi hai
éng su khéac, ho xéc nach éng dua di. Tréng 6ng
4y nhu say thuéc. May éng su kia tudi xidng lén
nguoi éng ta.” (The monk did not walk by himself
but was helped by the two monks who held him
under his arms. He looked drugged. The monks
poured gasoline on him.) Chua hét, ngoai nhiing
chi tiét t6 vé khéng biét do ai ké lai, 6ng Bo
trudng con thém vao nhiing suy dién ctia minh:
“Nan nhan Idy ra mét cai bat Itta dé tu cham Iiia,
nhung bat Iiia khéng chay. Mot trong hai 6ng su
kia danh mot que diém va dét Iiia bung lén. Tai
sao cai bat Iia khéong chay? DAy la diéu chiing ta
phai tu dit nghi van. Phai chiang éng su da ldy
da Itta ra trude do?” (The victim took out a lighter
to burn himself but the lighter did not work.
One of the other two monks lit a match and set
the fire. Why didn’t the lighter work? This is a
question which we should ask ourselves. Had the
flint been taken by the monk?)

Véi cach nhin nhan vé viéc tu thiéu cta chu ting
ni nhu thé, ching ta c6 thé dé dang hiéu dudc vi sao
viéc thuong thao gitia Phat gido v6i Chinh phu khéng
di dén két qua. Chi c6 diéu dang néi 13, qua su ghi
nhan ctia rat nhiéu nhan ching trong cling nhu ngoai
nude, thi nhiing gi ma Chinh pht nhan hiéu, hay cé
¥ nhan hiéu, déu hoan toan khong ding véi su that.
Bdi vi cude tu thiéu ciia Hoa thugng Thich Quang Dic
c6 hang tram nguoi truc tiép chiing kién nén su that
khong kho tim hiéu. Ngoai ra, ciing khong thay chinh
pht ¢6 nd lyc nao tim hiéu thém cudc tu thiéu niy
thong qua hai thong tin vién quéc t& c6 mit tai hién
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truong 14 Malcolm Browne ctua Associated Press va
David Hamberstam cua New York Times.

3. Ti€p nhan va x& ly cao budc bang vian ban

Mic du hoat dong chinh ctia Phai doan dudge dién
ra cu thé qua chuyén di diéu tra tai Viét Nam, nhung
cac nguodn thong tin thu thap dude rat da dang, khong
chi giéi han trong pham vi thu thap tai Viét Nam.
Btc tranh da dang nay sé cho chiung ta thay ro su
quan taAm cta rat nhiéu ngudi dén cac su kién bat én
tai mién Nam Viét Nam vao ldc d6.

Trong suét thoi gian hoat ddng, bén canh viéc truc
tiép thu thap thong tin ti nhiing nguodi dugc phéng
van, Phai doan diéu tra cting nhan dudc ca thay 116
nguodn thong tin bang van ban. Trong s6 nay, c6 49
van ban cdo budc nhan duge tai Viét Nam trong thoi
gian diéu tra. 67 vin ban con lai da dugc gti dén Tru
s6 Lién Hiép Quéc tai New York. Trong s6 67 vin ban
nay, c6 24 dugc gti tit Viét Nam, ngoai ra la dugc gui
tir cac qudc gia khac, cu thé la: Hoa Ky: 16, An bo:
6, Nhat Ban: 5, Belgium: 3, Ceylon: 3; va Anh, ch,
Canada, Tiép Khic, Phap, Dic, Malaysia, Nepal,
New Zealand, Venezuela, mdi nuéc déu cé 1 vén ban.

Trong s6 49 van ban c4o budc nhan dudc tai Viét
Nam, c6 cdo budc cho biét nguci gui da c6 dén gip
nhung “anh ta da bi ngin can khéng cho tiép xiic véi cac
thanh vién cua Phai doan” (he had been prevented from
contacting the members of the Mission). Hai trudng
hgp khac, ngudi gtii “nhdn manh nhiing khé khén trong
viéc dén gidp Phéai doan” (the petitioners stressed the
difficulties of getting in touch with the Mission).
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Toan b 116 vin ban déu da duge Phai doan xem
xét, phan tich k§ vé noi dung va hé thong héa thanh
cac nhém nhu sau:

CAO BUOCVE NHUNG SU KIEN TRUGC NGAY 8-5-1963:

a. Du s6 10 ban hanh ti nadm 1950 (van con hiéu
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luc) cho phép Chinh phu 4p dung theo cach
thién vi, danh nhiéu uvu dai cho Thién Chua
gido trong khi siét chit va gay nhiéu khoé
kh#n cho cic hoat dong tin ngudng cua Phat
gido. “Coéng dong Phat gido phai xin phép
Chinh quyén khi t6 chiic cac budi 16, trong khi
Thién Chua gido thi khéng chiu anh hudng
quy dinh do¢.” (Buddhist community had to
obtain government permission to hold public
ceremonies, while the Catholic Church, not
subject to that Ordinance). Thién Chuaa gido
c6 nhiéu ngay 1& dudc cong nhan chinh thiic
hon. “Nhiéu van dé hoén nhan gia dinh dang
dan dan dugc luat héa theo hudng gin vdi
Thién Chua gido va di nguoc véi tap tuc, niém
tin cua nguoi Phat ti” (Marriage and family
matters had been the subject of Catholic-
oriented legislation, contrary in some respects
to Buddhist customs and beliefs).

. Trong thuc t&, su phan biét d6i xt dugde thé

hién qua nhiéu hinh thitc: “Tin dé Thién Chia
gido dugc bé nhiém gii tat ca cac vi tri quan
chiic quan trong” (Catholics were appointed to
all the important public offices); nhiéu phuong
tién, quyén loi nhu “dat dai dugc vu tién danh
cho nguoi Thién Chua gido va tir chél nguoi
Phat tu” (granted to the Catholic Church
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for the acquisition of land, and denied to
Buddhists). “Céc vat phdm ciiu trg ciing phan
phéi uu tién cho nguoi Thién Chua gido, thong
qua céc té chic Thién Chua gido (relief goods
were distributed in preference to Catholics and
through Catholic agencies).

. Cac ngay 1é cta Thién chda gido dudc t6 chiic

16n, “co Vatican tung bay khdp noi, tat ca cac
vién chiic Chinh phu, ngay ca nhiing nguoi
khéng theo Thién Chua gido ciing bi budc phai
dén tham du. Nguoc lai, cac ngay 16 Phat gido
to chiic ¢ noi cong cong luén bi han ché va quay
nhiéu bang du moi cach.” (the Vatican flag
being largely displayed, and all Government
employees, even non-Catholics, being required
to attend; in contrast, Buddhist ceremonies
in public places were subjected to all kinds
of restrictions and harassments). Nam 1957,
Chinh phu da c6 “loai bé 1é Phat dan ra khdi cac
ngay 1é chinh thiic” (remove Wesak from the
list of official holidays). Méc du tu nam 1954
dén nay cé nhiéu chiia dude xay méi hodc tu
stia, nhung tat ca déu “la né luc cia tin do Phat
gido, khéng cé bat ky trg gitip dang ké nao cua
Chinh phu” (this was due to the generosity of
Buddhist believers and not to any substantial
grants from the Government).

. Tt thang 10-1960, chu yéu tai cac tinh Quang

Nam, Quang Ngai, Phd Yén, Binh Dinh, cac
quan chtic Chinh quyén dia phuong da “cé ép
budc mot s6'tin dé Phat gido cai dao theo Thién
Chiia gido bang cach de doa dua vao cac trai cai
huédhn, hodc tré thanh déi tugng bi cudng biic lao
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dong vi nghi ngo la theo cong san” (attempted
to compel a number of Buddhist believers to
become Catholics either by threats of being
sent to re-education camps and of being
subjected to forced labour as suspected pro-
communists). D61 v6i nhiing nguoi da bi dua
vao trai cai huén, ho du dé “bang cach hiia sé
dugc tha sém néu chiu cai dao” (by the promise
of an earlier release in case of conversion), hoac
bing cach “de doa sé gy kho khan cho gia dinh
ho” (by threats of persecution against their
families). Nhiing Phéat ti chong lai bi bt budc
phéi giao nép thé cian cuéec cho Chinh quyén,
mot s6 khac bi ép budc di cu di noi khac. (Some
Buddhists who resisted these attempts were
forced to surrender their identity cards to the
authorities, and some were ordered to migrate
to other regions). Mot s6 truong hop tbi té hon,
nhitng ngusi Phat t& “bi bit céc, bi giam git,
tra tan, va cé moét truong hop & tinh Quang
Ngai dugc ké lai 1a da bi chén séng.” (Others
were kidnapped, arrested and tortured, and
one, in Quang-Ngai province, was said to have
been buried alive.) Nhiéu lanh dao Phat gido
bi bét va sau d6 khong ai biét ho ¢ dau. Mot vi
su 6 tinh Phd Yén phan d61 rdt manh mé va
da bi sat hai. V61 su ap dat cac bién phap nhu
thé, két qua la “trong giai doan 1956-1963, c6
dén 208.000 nguoi bi budc phai cai dao theo
Thién Chua giao” (208,000 persons had been
converted to Catholicism from 1956 to 1963),
trong khi “trén toan lanh thé Viét Nam Céng
Hoa vao nam 1954 chi c6 téng cong 450.000
nguoi theo Thién Chua gido” (in 1954 there had
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been only 450,000 Catholics in the Republic of
Viet-Nam).

CAO BUOC VE NHUNG SU KIEN VAO CACNGAY 6, 7 VA
8-5-1963

- Nguyén nhan ban dau cta cac vu phan dé6i dudc

cho 1a bat nguén tit Cong dién s6 9195 ngay 6-3-
1963 ctia Téng Théng, nghiém cdm viée treo co
va cac bidu tuong ton gido. Méc du chi thi néu
viéc nghiém c4m d61 vé6i cac ton gido néi chung,
nhung viéc ban hanh ngay trudc ngay Phat dan
¢6 ¥ nghia rd rang 1a nhim vao Phat gido.

- Thong tin phu hop trong tat ca cac vén ban nhan

dude 14 vao sang ngay 8-5-1963 c¢6 mot s biu
ngii phan déi cac han ché ap dat déi véi Phat gido
va Thugng toa Thich Tri Quang da c6 bai dién van
dugc ghi Am néu ro su phan déi nay cling nhu bay
t6 nhiing nguyén vong, yéu cau hop phap. Chinh
quyén da tit chol viée phat séng bai dién vin nay
vao buéi t61 nhu théng 1é hing nam. Pam dong
da tu tap khi biét duge diéu nay. Chinh quyén da
st dung voi rong phun nudc nhung khong giai
tan dugc dam dong. Sau d6 la sing may, lyu dan
va xe tang dudc dung dén.

- Xe téng ciia quan doi da can truc tiép lén nguoi

dan giy tham sat. “Bac si Lé Khdc Quyén cua
bénh vién Hué dugc yéu cau ky gidy xac nhan sai
Iéch Ia nan nhan chét do chat né plastic cia Viét
cong. Ong nay ti chéi khéong chiu ky va da bi bt
giam.” (Dr. Le Khac Quyen of the Hue Hospital,
was subsequently imprisoned for refusing to sign
a medical certificate prepared by Government
authorities; and that the Government falsely
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claimed that the wounds on the victims had been
made by the explosion of plastic bombs of the
type used by the Viet-Cong).

CAO BUOC VE GIAI POAN TU THANG 5 DEN THANG 9

NAM 1963

- Ti ngay 8-5 dén ngay ra Thong cao chung
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16-6-1963: R4t nhiéu cudc biéu tinh phan dsi
on hoa ctiia Téng Ni Phat ti da dién ra  Sai Gon,
Hué va nhiéu dia phuong khéac, va da bi dan ap
nghiém trong bdi canh sat va quan doi, nhiéu
ngoi chuia bi phong téa bang day kém gai bao
quanh, nhiéu tin do Phat gido bi ngan can khong
dudgc dén chuia. R4t nhiéu Phat ti bi bt giam chi
vi da ting ho Tuyén bé ngay 10 thang 5 ctia Phat
giso doi héi thuc thi 5 nguyén vong binh déng ton
gido. Céc lanh dao Phat gido da hét stc nd luc dé
kéu goi su kiém ché ciia dam dong.

- Ti ngay 16-6 dén cudc tin céong cac chua

dém 20-8-1963: Chinh phti khong hé thuc thi
cac diém néu trong Théng cao chung ma ho da
thoa thuan véi cac lanh dao Phat gido. Chinh
pht con phat dong mot chién dich rong khip
dé thuyét phuc ngudi dan ring phong trao dau
tranh ctia Phat gido 1a do cong san kich dong.
Nhiéu nguoi 6 cac dia phuong khac nhau da bi
budc phai tham gia chéng lai Phat gido. Cac
quy dinh khét khe trong Du s6 10 van tiép tuc
duge 4p dung nhidm vao Phat gido. Viéc treo
cd Phat gido van chi dude chdp nhan duy nhat
trong pham vi cac chuia va khong dudgc treo &
nhiing noi khac. Céc vi téng si bi han ché viéc
di lai. Nhiéu Phat t bi bat truée d6 van chua
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dugc tha ra, mot s6 khac truée khi duge tha ra
da bi budc phai ky tén vao mot s6 gidy té do
nha cAm quyén viét san néi dung. Ngay 17-7-
1963, mot cudce biéu tinh 6n hoa caa Tang ni
Phat ti dién ra trudc chua X4 Loi da bi dan ap
tho bao, rat nhiéu ngudi bi bat trong dé cb ca
phu nit va tré em.

- Cudc tin cong cac chua dém 20-8-1963 va

sau d6: Hau hét cac vi 1anh dao Phat gido, tru
Thugng toa Thich Tri Quang, déu bi bat trong
tran t4n céng nay hoic ngay sau dé6. Co it nhat
2 vi su bi giét tai Sai Gon trong dém dé6 va 2 vi
su khac ciing bi giét tai Hué. Nhiéu lanh dao
Phat gido da bi danh dap, tra tan. Mot s6 vi su
dugc tha ra sau d6 nhung bi quan thic trong
pham vi chuia va bi ngudi cua Chinh phtu canh
gac. Rat nhiéu Kinh sach, phap khi, tugng tho
cung tién bac, vat dung cua nha chua bi dap
pha hoiic cuép mang di. Nhiing cudc biéu tinh
cta sinh vién bit diu trong thang 7 va phat
trién manh mé nh&t vao thang 8, da bi dan ap
rat thod bao. C6 khoang 3.000 sinh vién da bi
bat. Mot s6 trong d6 bi danh dap, tra tadn va bi
giam gifi & nhiing ndi rat toi t&. Vao thoi diém
Phai doan dén Viét Nam, van con khodng 2.000
sinh vién dang bi giam git. Cac sinh vién cho
biét c6 mot sd sinh vién Thién Chuda gido ciing
bi bat nhung ho dudc tha ra dé dang va dudc
yéu cau hgp tac véi canh sat. Mot sd ban céo
budc néi rang Chinh pht da ngan can khién
cho ngusi dan khong thé dén gip Phai doan
va canh béo viéc ¢6 thé cé nhiéu théng tin sai
léch dugc gui dén nhiam danh lac huéng diéu
tra cia Phai doan. Mot s6 cao budc khéng dinh
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ring ngay trong thoi gian Phai doan dang 6
Viét Nam van xay ra nhiing vu bat bé sinh vién
d4u tranh dugce thuc hién vao ban dém.

NHUNG THONG TIN TRAI CHIEU

Trong téng s6 116 vin ban nhan dude, c6 12 van
ban khéng hé cdo buéc Chinh pht, ngude lai chi gom
toan nhiing 16i 16 pht nhan tat ca cac cdo budc trén.
Cac van ban nay néi rang Chinh pht hoan toan khong
c6 su phan biét va dan ap Phét gido (the Buddhist
community was ever the victim of discrimination and
persecution by the Government), rang hién nay tin
d6 Phat gido hoan toan tu do song theo tin ngudng
cua minh (Buddhist believers were entirely free to
worship and propagate their faith)...

Mot cau hoi dit ra 6 day 1a, néu ban than nhiing
ngudi nay khong thay cé diéu gi bat 6n thi vi sao ho
phai cat cong viét va gui cac van ban nay dén Phai
doan diéu tra cta Lién Hiép Quéoc? Mot ngusi khong
bi Toa an budc toi thi khong thé tu nhién tim dén toa
chi @& néi rang t6i hoan toan vo t6i! Pidu nay hét stc
vo 1. Vi thé, ching ta c6 thé hiéu duge ngay 1a nhiing
ngudn thong tin nhu thé da phat xuat ti dau.

NHAN XET CUA PHAI POAN PIEU TRA

Ban Phic trinh ¢6 doan néu rd, Phai doan “khéng
c6 du phuong tién ciing nhu thoi gian dé xdc minh
cac cdo budc chi tiét da nhan dugc” (The Mission had
neither the means nor the time to verify the detailed
allegations). Tuy nhién, Phai doan da ghi nhan tat ca
va dua vao nhiing ndi dung cao budc nay dé “thiét lap
danh sach cac nhan chiing can phdong van” (drawing
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up its lists of prospective witnesses), cing nhu “soan
thao céc cau héi dé dua ra vdi cac quan chiic Chinh
pht va cac nhan chiing khi phong van” (formulating
certain questions which it put to government officials
and witnesses during the interviews). No1 dung ghi
nhan dudc qua nhiing cudc phdéng van truc tiép céc
nhan chting sé dudc gidi thiéu so luge d phan ké tiép.

Vé nhiing gi dude truc tiép mit thdy tai nghe,
Phai doan cling ghi nhan lai trong Phic trinh nay
kém theo v6i nhiing md ta va nhan xét khach quan.

Tai chua Xa Lgi, mét ngéi chua 16n, Phai doan
da gap “rat nhiéu phéng vién bao chi dia phuong va
quéc té, nhung khéng nhin thay vi su hay tin do nao
ca” (there were many members of the international
and local press and press photographers, but there
were no monks or worshippers). Sau khi ché khoang
10 phut, moét vi su gia va mot vi tré hon xuat hién,
nhung hau nhu hoan toan im ling khong néi gi. Mic
dit vi Trudng doan nhan manh rang cudc tro chuyén sé
dugc giti bi mat, nhung cac vi su to ra rat e dé, khong
néu tén va ciing khong dong y ghi Am cudc néi chuyén.
Phai doan da quan sat thiy rd ciu tric cia mot ngoi
chua 16n, nhu rat nhiéu phong ngt, phong an 16n, hoi
truong, thu vién... Trong hoi truong cé rat nhiéu ghé
dat quanh ban 16n, cho thay da tiing st dung cho nhiéu
nguoi tham du. T4t ca hoan toan trai ngude véi quang
canh vang vé tiéu diéu trong hién tai. “Phai doan ciing
quan sat thay nhiing cuén diy kém gai & ca hai bén
céng chua, chiing té ngéi chua da tung bi phong téa
bang kém gai” (The Mission observed the presence of
barbed-wire piled on either side of the gate suggesting
that the pagoda had been barricaded).
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Tai chua Tt Dam 6 Hué, trong khi trd chuyén
v61 phai doan, “mét su c6 lo viéc quan sat cac cua
s6 va cia ra vao dé dam bao khéng cé nguoi nghe
trom. Khong khi c¢6 vé cang thing khéng thoai mai.”
(a nun who was in attendance watched the windows
and the entrance to see if anybody was listening.
The atmosphere in this pagoda seemed to be one of
uneasiness).

Tai khach san Majestic la noi Phai doan luu trq,
“vén do Chinh phi chon Iua” (which had been chosen
by the Government), mot khéng khi cuc ky céng
thdng duge ghi nhan. Pay 1a mot doan mé ta trong
ban Phuc trinh:

... [Khach san] dugc canh géc bdi canh sat va
quin doi, chia nhau ding canh trong sanh
duong, dudi tAng trét noi quay tiép tan va trong
nhiing phong khéch 16n. Céc xe jeep cua quan
déi c6 vii trang va trang bi may truyén tin déng
chét thuong truc noi céng vao khach san. Cac
thanh vién trong Phéai doan nhan thay nhiing
nguoi di vao khach san déu bi chén lai dé héi
ly do. Khéong r6 su huy déng cac luc lugng an
ninh 16n nhu thé c¢é6 phai chi la do tinh trang b6’
rap ¢ Sai Gon tu dém 20-8-1963 va Chinh phu
muoén bao vé an toan cho Phai doan, hay nguoc
lai chi nhdm ngén can dé lam nan chi bat ky
nhén chiitng nao muén dén tiép xic.”

... was guarded by police and soldiers who stood
at times in the hall, in the ground-floor bar
and in the public rooms. Armed military guard
and radio-equipped jeeps were permanently
stationed at the entrance to the hotel. It was
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brought to the attention of the members of the
Mission that visitors entering the hotel were
being challenged and questioned as to the
reasons for their visit. It was not clear whether
this large deployment of security forces was
simply due to the state of siege which had been
in force in Saigon since 20 August 1963 and
reflected a desire to protect the members of the
Mission or, on the contrary, was designed to
discourage visits by any witnesses wishing to
talk to the members of the Mission.”
Phai doan ciing dudc bio cao ti phia Chinh phu,
14 trong tran t4n cong cic chuia dém 20-8 “mac du rat
quyét liét nhung khéng cé bat ky truong hop thuong
tich hay thuong vong nao” (although they were
drastic, resulted in no bloodshed or loss of life). Tuy
nhién, tai cac bénh vién, Phai doan thuc t& “da quan
sat duge mot truong hop nhu thé”. (It was reported to
the Mission that there had been no cases of serious
injury among the victims of the police raids; but the
Mission observed one such case.)

Trong khi ti€p xtc véi cac thanh vién quan trong
trong Chinh phu, Phai doan dudgce chinh thiic bao céo
rang Tang ni Phat ti ciing nhu sinh vién hoc sinh bi bét
gifi trong chién dich da dudc tra tu do. Day 1a mot doan
trong bao cio bang van ban (tiéng Anh va tiéng Phap)
do tuéng Tran T Oai chinh thtc trao cho Phai doan:

“The Government has ordered the reopening to
worship of the pagodas, which had been under
temporary surveillance; it has authorized
the arrested monks to go back to the places
of worship and it has returned the detained
students to their parents.”
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“Chinh phtu da ra lénh md cua lai nhiing noi
tho phung ¢ cac chua ma truée dé bi tam thoi
phong téa, Chinh phu citing cho phép céc vi su
bi bét gitt duoc tré vé chua va Chinh pht ciing
da trao tra cac sinh vién bi giam giit vé cho cha
me cua ho.”

Tuy nhién, tinh trang giam gi@ cac vi lanh dao

Phat gido va sinh vién hoc sinh van dudc thay ngay
trong chinh nhiing théng tin do Chinh phu dua ra.
Phai doan da ghi nhan trong Phic trinh mot ban tin
duge dang trén Viét Nam Thoi Bao vao budi sang
ngay 1-11-1963, ngay hom xay ra vu dao chinh:
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“Dém qua, bao chi Viét Nam tudng thuit rang,
theo cdc nguén tin tir Phu Téng Thong thi C6
van Ngé Pinh Nhu d4 hia sé can thiép véi Tong
Théng trong mot né Iuc nham tra tu do cho cac
thanh vién cua [}y ban Lién Phai [Phat giao]
hién dang bi giam giii. Co quan théng tan nay
néi rang, cac vi Thugng toa Thich Thién Hoa
va Thich Nhat Minh, Chu tich va Phé chu tich
ctia Uy ban Lién hiép [Bao vé] Phat gido [Thuan
tuy], cung di véi Gido su Buu Hoi, da dén gap
Cévan Nhu dé yéu cau can thiép. Ho doi hdi tra
tu do cho tat ca cac vi lanh dao, cu si Phat gido
cting nhu sinh vién con dang bi giam gid...”

“Counsellor Ngo Dinh Nhu has promised to
intervene with the President of the Republic in
an effort to obtain the release of the members
of the Inter-Sect Committee who are presently
under detention, the Viet-Nam press reported
last night ‘according to Presidency sources’. The
news agency said Venerables Thich Thien Hoa
and Thich Nhat Minh, Chairman and Vice-
Chairman of the Buddhist Union Committee,
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accompanied by Professor Buu Hoi, called on the
Counsellor with a request for intervention. They
asked for the release of all Buddhist dignitaries,
laymen and students still under detention....”

Trude d6, Phai doan da truc tiép chat van viéc nay
v6i C6 van Ngb Pinh Nhu va 6ng da tra 16i kha mo ho:

- The CHAIRMAN: How many are still in prison?

- The POLITICAL ADVISER: About 200 to 300;
ask the Minister of the Interior.

- (Trudng doan héi: C6 bao nhiéu nguoi con bi
glam trong tu?

- Ong C& vén tra 1oi: Khoang 200 dén 300 nguoi.
Viéc nay hay hdi éng Bé trudng Néi vu.)

Va khi cau héi dudc truc tiép dat ra véi B trudng
No61 vu Bui Van Luong, 6ng nay da... hen lai:

“As to the exact number of students and monks
still in camps and hospitals, this is within
my power, and I shall give you a list of those
names.”

“Con vé con s6 chinh xac nhiing sinh vién, ting
sicon bi giam trong cac trai va trong bénh vién,
diéu nay nam trong quyén han cua téi, toi sé
trao cho quy vi mét danh sach ho tén nhiing
nguoi ay.”

O day, ching ta luu § Phai doan khong doi héi
danh sach chi tiét vé nhiing ngudi bi bat, nhung
nhiéu 1an ldp lai yéu cau vé mot con s6 chinh xac
nham lugng dinh tinh hinh. R6 rang, ciing giéng nhu
ong Nhu, ong Bo trudng No6i vu khong nidm dude con
s6 nay! Bang danh sach ma 6ng hia trao cho Phai
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doan, cling gidng nhu rat nhiéu hé so, tai liéu ching
ctt khac ma 6ng néi rang da tim dude trong cac chua,
da khong bao gio duge gii dén. C6 thé 1a do anh hudng
cudc dao chinh, nhung ciing c6 thé khéng phai, vi sau
dao chinh thi Hoi dong Quan nhan Cach mang van
gifi nguyén hau hét cong viéc ctia cac B. Bang chiing
12 6ng Pham Dang LAm van ra tién doan véi tu cach
dai dién B0 Ngoai giao Viét Nam Cong Hoa.

4. Phong vAn nhan ching va thu thap thong tin

Phai doan da xac dinh rang viéc thu thap thong
tin qua cac nhan chiing tai chd 1a vo ciing quan trong.
Vi thé, cén ct vao cic thong tin cdo budc da nhan
dudc, ngay trong ngay dau tién dén Sai Gon, 24-10-
1963, Phai doan da thao luan thong nhét dé dua ra
mot danh sach cac nhan chiing can phong van.

Trong danh sach nay, phai doan da thuc té géip va
phong van ca thay 47 nguoi. Mot s6 nhan ching da
khong dén hodc khong thé dén vi 1y do nao d6. Mot s6
khéc bi xé&p vao doi tugng “doi lap chinh tri” va Chinh
pht ti chéi viéc hd trg tim gép ho. Cac nhan chiing
dude yéu cau tu giéi thiéu nhan than ctaa ho va ¢
16i thé sé néi su that. Tuy nhién, théng tin ghi nhan
dugc tir cac nhan chiing dugc Phai doan cam két giii
bi mat. Ngay ca trong 16i khai, nhiing chi tiét nao xét
théy c6 thé din dén viéc nhan biét lai lich cia nhan
chting déu sé bi loai bd. Cac noi dung cao budc sé dude
xem xét, hé théng va chuyén dén Chinh phu dé yéu
cau tra 1oi hoac gidi thich, nhung cac théng tin vé
ngudi dua ra nhiing cdo budc 4y duge giti kin.
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Nhiing diém chinh sau day dugc ban Phuc trinh
ghi nhan trudc phan chi tiét 161 khai cia nhan chtng:

- Phai doan da phong van mot s6 cac vi tang ni,
lanh dao Phat gido tai 3 ngdi chua 6 Sai Gon,
mot nha tu, mot bénh vién va tai khach san
Majestice, noi Phai doan luu trda. Trong nha ta
0 Sai Gon, Phai doan cling phdng vAn mot lanh
dao Phat gio 1a cu si.' T4t ca cAc nhan chiing
nay déu ndm trong danh sach nhiing ngudi ma
Phai doan mudn phdéng van.

- Phai doan ciing phong van mot s6 cu si 6 ca Sai
Gon va Hué. Trong s6 nay c6 5 ngudi nam trong
danh sach cta Phai doan. C4c nhan ching nay
¢6 vai tro quan trong, nhan hiéu van dé va cé
quan hé rong véi nhiéu ngusi khac. Mot s6
nhan chiing truc tiép chiing kién cac su kién
va nhiing gi ho ké lai ciing dugc phan biét véi
nhiing cam xudc hoic quan diém riéng.

- Phai doan ciing phong van nhiéu sinh vién nam
ni dang con bi giam git ¢ Trai Lé Van Duyét.
Theo 161 6ng Giam doc thi Trai nay via dugc
thiét lap vao ngay 1-8-1963, duéi quyén S An
ninh. T4t ca sinh vién ¢ day déu bi bét trong
nhiing cudc biéu tinh sau céc su kién vao thang
8. C4c sinh vién bi canh sat giam giti trong thoi
gian khéac nhau, sau d6 chuyén dén Trai Thanh
nién [cai huan] va bi bét budc phai hoc cac khéa
hoc vé chinh tri. Phai doan dudgc cho biét 1a thoi
gian bi gii trong trai thong thuong khoang 2
tuan, sau d6 ho dudc tra vé cho gia dinh.

- Trinh tu phdéng vin chung la: Trude tién céc
nhan chtng dudc dé nghi trinh bay nhiing gi

1 Co & 1a cu st Chanh Tri Mai Tho Truyén.
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ho muén néi. Sau d6, Phai doan sé dit nhiing
cau hodi va ghi nhan ciu tra 161 ctaa ho.
Duéi day ching t6i chi diém qua nhiing diém ndi
bat nhat trong s cac 1oi khai chi tiét dude ghi nhan
tu 47 nhan ching.

Nhan chiing thi nhat, qua 16i khai ¢6 vé nhu 1a
mot vi tdng git cuong vi lanh dao, da c6 mat tai chua
X4 Lgi trong dém 20-8-1963 va bi bt gitt. Ong da c6
thé mo ta nhiéu chi tiét vé vu tdn cong, phé cta, bd
rap...bat dau tu gitta khuya, khoang 12 gig 30. Nhan
chiing nay cling phu nhan viéc cudc dau tranh cua
Phat gido bi kich déng bdi phia Viét cong, dong thoi
xac dinh cac vu tu thiéu chi nham mot muc dich duy
nhat 1a thic ddy thuc hién cac nguyén vong ctia Phat
gido. Theo 16i vi nay, chuia X4 Lgi vao thoi diém d6
mobi ngay Chu nhat c¢6 khoang 1.000 ngudi dén tu tap;
cac ngay 1& théng thuong c6 khoang 30.000 tin do va
nhiing ngay 1& 16n c6 dén 100.000 ngudsi tham du.
Theo vi nay, vao lic quan doi tdn cong chua c6 khoang
400 vi tang dang & do.

Nhan chting tha hai la mot vi 1anh dao Phat giao
c6 tham gia buéi tiép xtic dau tién véi Téng théng Ngo
Dinh Diém. Vi nay mo6 ta kha chi tiét vé cac dién tién
¢ Hué va sau d6 lan dén Sai Gon nhu thé nao, véi tu
cach 1a nguoi trong cudc. Vé huéng gidi quyét ciia 6ng
Diém sau bubi tiép xudc, 6ng khing dinh ring phia
Phat gido van thay chua hop ly va d6 1a nguyén nhan
dan dén cudc tuyét thuc dau tranh vao khoang ngay
7 va 8 thang 6-1963. Sinh vién da biéu tinh va Chinh
phtt dan 4p con dii doi hon trude d6. Nhiéu nguasi bi
thuong tat vinh vién, c¢6 ngudi bi mu, nhiéu ngudi
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khac bi bong toan than. Déng thdi, ba ngéi chua 16n 6
Hué bi phong tda, c6 lap hoan toan. Chinh quyén con
dua ra 151 de doa sé cit dién va ngudn nuéc.

Vi truéng doan da nhd nhan chiing nay nhan dién
mot s6 tén ngudi. Ho 14 nhiing ngudi dudec xem 1a mat
tich sau vu bd rap dém 20-8-1963. Tuy nhién, sau d6
da c6 théng tin tit Chinh phu la ho bi bat giam. C6
nguoi dugc biét dén, nhung c6 mot s6 khong ai biét
1a bi giam & dau. Déc biét, ngusi thi tu va tha sau
trong ban danh sach nay dugc xac nhéan 1a cac vi ting
da tting du hoc nuéc ngoai, viét va néi tiéng Anh luu
loat. Ca hai vi nay déu bi bat giam, va ngay khi c6 tin
Phai doan sip dén, ho d4 bi chuyén di giam git é mot
noi khac nén hién nay khéng biét & dau. (When your
visit was announced he was sent somewhere else. I

do not know where he is now. He speaks and writes
English well.)

Dacbiét, nhan chiing nay mo ta kha chi tiét nhiing
bién phap ma chinh quyén cac dia phuong da ap dung
trong nhiéu ndm qua dé chén ép ngudi Phat tu:

- Khong c6 nhiing chinh sach phan biét d61 xu
hodc dan ap Phat gido 6 cdp do Chinh phu,
nhung ho phét 16, dung ting cho nhiing hanh
vichén ép, phan biét va gdy kh6 khan cling nhu
xtc pham nguoi Phat ti 6 cac cap dia phuong.
Phat gido da c6 nhiéu don khiéu nai, kién nghi
gtii 1én Chinh quyén dia phuong, Téng Théng,
Quéc Hoi, nhung chua bao gio duge hoi dap.
Chinh nhan chiing nay 1a ngusi da c6 mot budi
tiép xtc v6i Téng thong Diém kéo dai hai tiéng
rudi dong hd va da canh bao Téng Théng néu
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khong dugc giai quyét thoa dang thi cac mau
thuan nay c6 thé sé mang lai hau qua nghiém
trong. C6 nhiéu su chén ép nhé nhit nhung vo
1y ma nguci Phat ti phai thudng xuyén chiu
dung nhiéu nam qua. Mot vién canh sat trudng
14 nguoi Thién Chida gido da phat va mot nguai
Phat ti chi vi tung kinh 16n tiéng. Trong mot
dam ruéc cua Phat gido, mot s6 nguoi Thién
Chua giao ném chit ban vao tugng Phat...

- D61 v6i cac Phat ti 1a vién chtic Chinh ph, néu
ho tich cuc tham gia nhiing céng viéc cua céc
t6 chiic Phat gido, ho sé phai nhan nhiing bao
cao thanh tich x4u, va néu qua tich cuc trong
nhiing viéc nay, ho c¢6 thé bi thuyén chuyén di
noi khéc cé diéu kién song t6i té hon. Sé cé ngusi
nao d6 dén dé nghi ho bé dao Phat dé theo dao
Thién Chia, va néu dong ¥, quyét dinh thuyén
chuyén cta ho sé duge hiy bé. Ngude lai, ho sé
ti€p tuc nhan lanh nhiéu bat 6n khéac. Nhiing
truong hop nhu thé xay ra rat thuong xuyén.

- C6 nhiéu truong hop cic gia dinh Phat tii bi ai d6
c6 tinh ném ho#c gidu cac tai liéu tuyén truyén
cua cong san vao nha ho, rdi canh sat ap vao,
tim dudc cac tai liéu d6 va bat ho di. Ciing luc,
s& c¢6 ngudi dén nha noéi nho véi vg con ho, néu
gia dinh chiu theo dao Thién Chua thi nguci 4y
sé dugc tha. Néu chdp nhan, nguoi 4y sé dugc
tha ra, néu khong sé bi truy t6. Nhan chiing néi
ring ong ta c6 thu thap ca mét tap tai liu rat
day vé nhiing trudng hgp cu thé nhu thé. Khi
chuia X4 Lgi bi tdn cong, hd so nay da bién mat.

- Chinh phti con ap dung chién thuat “dinh dién”,
nghia 14 dua ngudi dan di khai khan d4t hoang
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¢ nhiing vung riing ndi xa x6i. Ho dugc cung
c&p luong thuc du 4n trong 6 thang dau tién dé
khai pha dat, sau d6 sé tu 1am &n. Phuong thiic
nay rat tot doi véi nhiing ngusi dan nghéo vi
giip ho ¢6 dugc phuong tién lam an vuon lén.
Tuy nhién, c6 nhiéu gia dinh Phat ti kha gia
hosc giau c6 dang sinh séng 6n dinh van bi bt
ép dua di dinh dién. Thuong thi d6 1a nhiing
Phat tt thuan thanh, tich cuc hoat déng cho
dao phap, va viéc ddy ho di xa 1a mét cach dé
lam suy yéu kha néng phat trién ctia dao Phat
tai dia phuong d6. Dé1 véi nhiing nguosi ay thi
day 1a mot hinh thic truc xuat, luu day.

- Trong mot s6 truong hdp, chinh quyén dia
phuong c6 ¥ gay cac tré ngai, khé khén cho
Phat gido. Chang han, khi dén ngay 18 16n cta
dao Phat, ho cung lic triéu tap nhing cudc hoi
hop cong cong “rat quan trong”, tit ca nguoi
dan khong dude phép vang mét. Va do d6 ngudi
dan khong thé dén du 18 & chua.

Nhan chiing nay ciing tiét 16 14 moi ngudsi 6 chua
Xa Loi da c6 ngudn tin bao trude vé vu tadn cong dém
20-8, nhung thay vi b6 chua tron di, chu ting da quyét
dinh ¢ lai. Vi thé, chua da 1ap dit mot hé thong bao
dong. Khi c6 bao dong, ho kién quyét khong mé cua.
Canh sat da pha sap cong sit bén ngoai, ctia gb bén
trong dé tran vao bt ngudi. Moi ngudi la hét ciu ctu
va canh sat da dung dén luu dan cay ciing nhu ban
sung chi thién dé de doa, trn ap. Sau dé, ngoai viéc
bit ngudi canh sat con 14y di tat ca may méc thiét bi
va nhiéu vat dung khac. Ban than nhan chiing cling
bi mat mot s tién 15.000 dong. Nhiéu ngudi khac sau
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d6 cho biét ho ciing bi mat tién. Téng s6 duge ude doan
¢6 thé 1én dén khoang 500.000 déng."

Ong Gunewardene ciing héi nhan ching vé méi
quan hé gitia chua X4 Lgi v6i Cong san nhu céo budc
cua Chinh phu:

Mr. GUNEWARDENE: Has the organization in
the Xa-Loi Pagoda anything to do with the
Communists?

WITNESS: Absolutely nothing.

Mr. GUNEWARDENE: Was Xa-Loi an arms and
ammunition dump?

WITNESS: Not even one bullet.

Ong Gunewardene: Chua X4 Loi ¢6 bat cit quan
hé nao véi Céng san hay khong?

Nhan chiing: Tuyét doé1 khong co.

Ong Gunewardene: Chua X4 Loi ¢6 phai mét kho
chtta vii khi, dan dugc hay khong?

Nhan ching: Mot vién dan ciing khong co!

Khi Phai doan ngd 16i cam on da hdp tac, nhan
chiing nay bat dau bat khéc.

Nhan chtng thi ba kha dic biét vi duge phong
van ngay trong nha tu. Diéu nay tu né da chiing té
tuyén b6 cua Chinh phu vé viéc tra tu do cho tat ca
nhiing ngudi bi bat 1a khong duing su that. Nhan
chiing ty nhan 12 ngudsi phat ngdn cuaa ﬁy ban Lién
phai va hién dang bi giam git trong nha tu nay cung
v6i khoang 20 vi khéc.

Nhan chiing nay nhian manh trong 16i khai véi

' Ty gia vao thoi diém nam 1963 la vao khodng 50 dong / 1 USD.
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Phai doan 12 cudc dau tranh cua Phat gido hoan toan
khoéng cé yéu t6 chinh tri, chi don thuan ddi héi dudge
tu do tu tap, tu do hanh dao, va diéu dé hoan toan
khong mau thuan véi 1gi ich quéc gia. Vi nay chi ro
Du s6 10 danh dac quyén cho Thién Chua gido, trong
khi dugc ap dung dé han ché su phat trién ctia Phat
gido. Noi dung nay trai véi diéu 8 cia Hién phap hién
hanh. Mot thanh vién cua Phai doan 1a 6ng Amor da
dat cau hoi vé su can thiép ctia Viét cong nhu cio budc
cua Chinh phu:

Mr. AMOR: We have heard that the Buddhist
movement has been incited by the Communists.
Is this true?

WITNESS: No, that is not true. I do not know
why we are accused of mixing in politics.

Ong Amor: Ching toéi duoc nghe rang phong trao
Phat gido bi kich dong bdi nhiing nguoi Céng
san. Diéu nay cé ding khéng?

Nhan chiing: Khong, diéu dé khong diing. Toi
khong biét vi sao chiing téi lai bi cao budc 1an
16n véi chinh tri.

Nhan chiing thi tu 1a ngudi bi bét trong cudce bd
rap ¢ chua Tu Dam, Hué, cung lic véi chua X4 Loi &
Sai Gon trong dém 20-8-1963. Vi nay cho biét nhiéu
chua khéac ¢ Hué ciing bi t4n cong trong dém dé. Vi
nay ké lai viéc c&m treo cd vao ngay 1& Phat dan via
qua cung vu dan ap ddm mau tai Dai Phat thanh Hué
nhu moét minh chiing cho su phan biét do61 xi va dan
ap Phat giao.

Nhan chting thi nam ciing 14 ngudi bi bat tai chuia
Tu Pam. Vi nay tiép tuc khing dinh vé nhiing hanh
vi phan biét d61 xti va dan ap d61 v6i Phat gido cling
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nhu phti nhan céo budc vé su kich dong cia Cong san
d61 v6i phong trao dau tranh ctia Phat gido. Dac biét,
khi dudc hoi vé cac vu tu thiéu, cd hai nhan chiing thi
tu va thi nam déu khéng dinh muc dich duy nhat cia
nhiing vi da tu thiéu 14 cAu nguyén cho su thuc thi
cac nguyén vong cua Phat gido. Ho c6 dé lai c4c di thu
khang dinh nguyén vong nay.

Nhén chtng thi sdu bi bit vao dém 20-8-1963
khi canh sat va quan d6i pha sap cong chua dé xong
vao, bat va danh dap vi nay, sau dé dua di mét noi
rat xa nhung 6ng khong biét dude 1a noi nao vi lic dé
1a 2 gio khuya, troi rat t61. Ong da bi giam riéng mot
phong trong thoi gian khoang 1 tuan. Ca chua c6 10
vi tang si, tat ca déu bi bit.

_ Nhan ching thi bay 1a mét vi téng bi bat tai chua
An Quang cling trong dém 20-8-1963, khoang 1 gi¢
khuya. Canh sat vii trang da pha ctia phong xdng vao
dé bt éng di, mang vé don canh sat git khoang 2 gic
dong ho, rdi chuyén dén mot trai cai hudn, noi 6ng bi
giam d6n 67 ngay. Theo 161 vi nay, chtia An Quang c6
khoang 50 vi tang si va tat ca déu bi bat di trong dém
20-8. Mot diéu dang chi y 1a nhan chiing nay xac nhan
ong thudng xuyén gap g6, néi chuyén véi Hoa thugng
Thich Quang Dtic mdi dém trudc khi ngai tu thiéu.
Ong khing dinh tAm nguyén cta ngai 1a tu thidu dé
yéu cau chinh pht thuc hién binh ding ton gido.

Loi khai ctia cac nhan ching c6 nhiéu trung lap
vé cac dii kién da biét nhu viéc tan cong vao cac chua
va bét giam téng ni, Phat ti. Riéng nhan chtng thia
mudi 14 mot ngudi bi thuong trong cudc tan cong vao
chua X4 Lgi dém 20-8-1963 va van con dang phai
diéu tri ldc duge Phai doan phdong van. Vi nay cho
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biét chi riéng 6 chua Xa Loi c¢6 3 vi tdng va mot su cd
bi thuong trong vu nay. Trong khi phong vdn nhan
ching, Phai doan truc tiép nhin thay dugc hai vét
thuong dang con bang b6 & gét chan va trén bap vé.
Nhiing thuong tich nay da phai diéu tri trong bénh
vién su6t hai thang qua. Khi dugc hoi vé thuong tich
cua nhiing ngudsi khéic, nhan ching tra 16i khéng duge
biét nhiéu, nhung trong s6 d6 c6 mot nguasi dit lia 4
ngén chan va moét ngudsi khac bi bong ca 2 chan. Khi
dudgc hoi vé quyén tu do sau khi ra khoéi bénh vién va
dugc tré vé chuia, nhan ching tra loi: “Khi quy vi dén
chiia An Quang, t6i ¢6 mit & d6 véi 3 nguoi bi thuong
khac, nhung t6i khong dude phép dén gip. Toi khong
¢6 tu do tin ngudng.” (When you visited An-Quang I
was there and three others who were also injured but
I was not given permission to welcome the Mission.
I do not have freedom of worship.) Phai doan da gan
hoi: “Diéu gi ngan can éng dén gap chiing toi Iic &
chua An Quang?” (What prevented you from coming
to see us at An-Quang?) “T61 nhin thay cac vi di qua
cta, nhung nhén vién an ninh Idp tic dong cua lai.”
(I saw you coming through the door but the security
people just closed the door.)

Cac nhan chiing thi 11, 12, 13 va 14 dude phong
véan cung ldc tai mét ngdi chiia ¢6 hon 300 nam tudi
d Hué. Mot trong cac nhan chting da trao cho Phai
doan nhiéu van ban khac nhau, trong dé c6 mot la
thu. Ong Amor, mot thanh vién Phai doan, da doc lén
doan sau day:

“I the undersigned... beg you to shed the light
of justice on the situation of the Buddhists in
Viet-Nam.
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“For five years we, the Buddhists of Viet-
Nam, have had to endure a deplorable regime.
Our Head of State, President Ngo Dinh
Diem, cannot control his subordinates in the
provinces, especially in Central Viet-Nam,
and hundreds of persons are victims of this
inhuman regime.

“Your visit has given us immense joy. We
ask you, in your capacity as United Nations
representatives, and humane saviours, to
rescue the Buddhists of Viet-Nam from the
desperate plight which the bonzesses, bonzes
and followers have to endure.

“There is no need for us to dwell on this at
length, you already know what is happening in
our country... ...”

“Téi ky tén dudi day la ... khdn cau quy vi mang
anh sang cong ly soi roi vao tinh hinh Phét giao
tai Viét Nam.

“Trong 5 ndm qua, Phat ti Viét Nam chiing to1
da phai chiu dung moét ché dé vé cung toi té.
Nguoi ding ddu Chinh phu, Tong Thong Ngb
Pinh Diém, di khong kiém soat dugc cap dudi
cua éng J céc tinh, dic biét l1a 6 mién Trung
Viét Nam, va hang tram nguoi da la nan nhan
cua ché dé vé nhan dao nay.

“Su viéng tham cua quy vi dia mang dén cho
ching t6i niém vui rat Ién. Chiing téi khan cau
quy vi, trong thim quyén nhiing nguoi dai dién
cua Lién Hiép Quéc, nhiing nguoi bao vé nhin
quyén, hay giai citu nguoi Phat ti Viét Nam ra
khdi hoan canh tuyét vong ma tiang ni va tin dé
dang phai chiu dung.
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“Khéng can thiét phai dai dong vé van dé nay,
vi quy vi da biét ré nhiing gi dang x4y ra trén
dat nudc ching toi... ... 7
Cac nhén chiing ké lai chi tiét vé nhiing su kién
da x4y ra 6 Hué, déng thoi khdng dinh ring phong
trao d4u tranh doi binh déng ctia Phat giso hoan toan
khéng lién quan dén yéu t6 chinh tri.

Khi dudc hdi vé viéc treo c6 Thién Chua gido, cac
nhan chiing xac nhan truéc ngay Phat dan mot tuan
diéu nay da xay ra binh thuong 6 Hué, nhan mot cudc
1& ctia Téng giam muc Ngé Pinh Thuc. Vao ngay 5
thang 5, c6 Thién Chua gido cling dudc treo tu do 6 Da
Nang nhan 1& miing Ptic cha Phan Lac.

Cac nhan chiing cho biét ho da ting khiéu nai lén
Chinh phu vao nhiing nam 1960 va 1961 doi x6a bo
nhiing han ché& déi v6i hoat dong cia Phat gido nhung
khéng két qua. Cac nhén chiing dudge hdi vé cudc biéu
tinh ngay 3-6-1963 tai Hué. Ho cho biét c6 hon 60
ngudi bi thuong khi chinh quyén dan ap bang cach tat
a-xit vao dam déng. Cac nhan chiing ciing cho biét ho
bi bat giii vao khoang 3 gid sang ngay 21-8-1963 khi
quan doi nd sing va pha cong chuia x6ng vao (There
were shots in the area and they broke down the door.).
Ho ciing chi cho Phai doan xem c6ng chua bi pha va
cic dau vét dap pha trén tuong. Ho cho biét, “moi thit
trén ban tho bi dip pha va mang di” (Everything on
the altar was broken and taken away).

Cac nhan ching thi 15, 16 va 17 déu la nhiing
vi su tiing bi bat vao dém 20-8-1963. Ho bi giam giii
12 ngay trudc khi duge tha ra. Nhitng ngudsi nay cho
biét, vu bat giti ¢4 tao mot khong khi lo s¢ lan rong.
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Ngéi chua ¢6 7 vi su thuong trd, nhung hién chi con
3 ngudi, nhiing ngusi khac 14n tranh quanh dé vi sg.
Khi dugdc phai doan yéu cau, mot vi su da di bao véi
hai vi su khac niia nhung mét ngudi trong s6 ho tu
ch6i khong dam dén gép Phai doan. Cac nhan ching
ciing cho biét sau khi biét c¢6 nhiing vu bat bé, s6
Phat ti vé chua gidm manh. (After that they found
out that there were many arrests and the number
diminished.) Vao méi ngay cht nhat, thong thudng c6
khoang hon 100 Phat ti vé chua, nhung bay gié chi
con chua dén 20 nguoi.

Phic trinh ciing ghi lai n6i dung budi phéng van
tai Trai Lé Van Duyét, hay “trung tam cai huan”, la
noi giam git va “cai huan” hang ngan sinh vién hoc
sinh tham gia biéu tinh bi bit. Théng qua noi dung
nay, ching ta hiéu duge phan nao co ché hoat déng
cua hé théng “cai huan” thuéc Chinh phu Ngé Dinh
Diém. Khi dugc héi vé muc dich cua trai, viéen Giam
doc tra 16i: “Trung tAm cta ching t6i duge lap ra dé
rén luyén thanh thiéu nién, day cho ho biét méi nguy
hiém cta cht nghia céng san va nén tang cta Chinh
phtt VNCH. Muc dich truéc tién 1a nhu thé, cting nhu
chi ra nhiing &m muu lat &6 Chinh phua, dé thanh
thidu nién ¥ thtc duge nhiing nguy hiém trong viéc
ho dang lam. Muc dich thi hai 1a chi ra nhiing nd luc
cta Chinh phtt VNCH dé mang lai d6i séng t6t dep
cho nhan dan. Muc tiéu chinh cta ching t6i 1a day
cho tudi tré hidu biét vé t6 qudc cta ho, biét phung su
t6 quoc va dat quyén 16i t6 quéc lén trén tat ca.”

Vi trudng doan di thing vao vdn dé: “Vay nhiing
thanh thi€u nién vao day hoc tap 1a tu nguyén hay bi
bat budc?” Vién Giam déc dap lai: “That ra, tat ca hoc
vién ¢ day déu la nhiing ngudi bi bat va dua dén day
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nhim muc dich cai huén. Ho dugc dua vao day dé hoc
tap va tré thanh nhiing cong dan tot.”

Cé6 khoang 65 nguodi bi giam trong trai vao ldc dé,
tudi ti 17 dén 25. Thai gian dé “cai huén” 1a khoang 15
ngay, nhung sau khi bi bat cac sinh vién bi giam giit
6 nhiing noi khac, roi khi vao day ho tiép tuc bi giam
cho dén khi 16p “cai huan” dudc mé ra véi so lugng nhat
dinh. Vi thé, thoi gian giam gifi cia méi sinh vién déu
khac nhau va khong xac dinh duge. Chi khi nao “cai
huan” thanh céng, tré thanh nguoi t6t theo y Chinh
pht, sinh vién méi duge tra vé cho gia dinh cua ho.
Phai doan ciing dat nhiing cau hoi vé ban giang huan,
vé phuong phap gido duc... va do d6 dugc biét tat ca
thay gido 6 day déu “tu hoc”, khong qua bat ky mot 16p
dao tao chuyén nghiép nao. Ho tu thao luan v6i nhau
dé soan ra chuong trinh va phuong phap “cai huan”
trong 15 ngay d6i vdi tat ca sinh vién hoc sinh bi bat
giti. Thanh phan cac sinh vién ciing dudc xac dinh tat
ca déu 1a Phat ti, khong c6 Thién chia gido (We have
no Catholic students here; all of them are Buddhists.)

Tu thuc t€ nay, 6ng Amor, thanh vién Phai doan,
da héi thang: “Xin 6ng cho ching tbi biét tai sao cac
sinh vién tré nay bi bat vi 1y do hoat dong ton gido ma
khi dua vao day cac ong lai c¢6 géng cai huan ho theo
mot chuong trinh chinh tri?” (Can you tell us why
the young students arrested for a religious affair are
brought to a camp where it is attempted to reform
them on a political plane?)

Giam doc tra 10i: “Nhiing ngudi bi bat khong nhat
thiét chi 1a hoat dong ton gido. Nhiéu ngudi c6 muc
tiéu chinh tri, mot s6 d61i nghich v6i Chinh phu.”
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Vi Trudng doan chat van: “Néu la vi ly do chinh
tri, 1& ra phai c6 ca nhiing tén gido khac, vi sao tat ca
déu 1a Phat ta?”

Truéc nhiing chat van ctia Phai doan, cudi cing
vi Giam déc vAn néu ra quan diém nhu Chinh pht da
nhiéu 1an tuyén bé, dé 1a nhiing nguoi Phat ti bi cong
san kich dong, xdi giuc gay bao loan va biéu tinh.
(the Communists were exploiting the situation and
inciting Buddhist students to riot and demonstrate.)

Sau d6 Phai doan da tiép xtc va phong van mot
nhém khoang 20 sinh vién. V& 1y do bi bat,ho tra 1di:
“Chung t61 1a Phat tt, ching t6i bay t6 su ung ho cac
nguyén vong ctia Phat gido va bi bat.”

Vi Trudng doan hoéi: “Chinh phu da chén ép Phat
gido nhu thé nao?”

Moét sinh vién tra 16i: “Chang han nhu & Sai Gon
nay, khi ngusi Phat ti dén chua dé tung kinh cau
nguyén, ho bi x6 ddy va danh dap bdi canh sat. Vi thé,
nhiing ngudi ung hd Phat gido da xudng duong phan
doi va doi boi thuong.” (For example, in Saigon itself,
when people went to prayers in Buddhist temples,
some were pushed about and beaten by the police -
so people who support the Buddhist cause rose up
against that and asked for redress)

Mot sinh vién khac: “Khi t6i di chuia cAu nguyén,
cung v6i nhiéu ngudi Phat ti khéc, ching téi ¢6 thé bi
bt gitt sau d6... Khi c6 bién c¢d xay ra 6 Hué sau khi
chinh phu tit chéi khéng phat séng chuong trinh cta
Phat gido, Phat ti da diing 1én chong lai quyét dinh do,
va réi quan doi dd mang xe tang cung cac vii khi khac
dén, vién cé rang su kién nay do Viét cong kich dong.”
(When I go to the temple for prayers, I mix with the
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Buddhists and the consequence may be that I would
later be arrested, etc. Then there is the incident in
Hue following the refusal to broadcast the statement
on the radio. After that, the Buddhists rose against
that decision and the Army brought out tanks and
other weapons under the pretext that the agitation
was of Viet-Cong origin.)

Vi Trudng doan hai lai: “Tw khi dén day, ching toi
c6 viéng tham nhiéu chua chién va thay nguoi Phat ti
tung kinh cdu nguyén & dé. Phai ching tinh hinh hién
gio da thay d6i?”

Dap: “Chi 1a vé ngoai thé théi, nhung téi khong
tin 14 van dé da dugc gidi quyét.”(On the outside it
looks as though the situation is settled, but I do not
believe it is settled yet.)

- “Tai sao?”

- “Vi trong hang ngii sinh vién chiing t6i van con
nghe dugdc nhiéu ban luan, va ti nhiing ban luan do,
c6 vé nhu van dé rdi sé lai néi lén.” (It is not over
yet because in the ranks of the students there is talk
and from the talk it looks as though the question will
flare up again.)

Mot sinh vién khac ké ra trudng hop cu thé hon:
“Mot vi du khac niia 1a ¢ Ho6i An thudc tinh Quang
Nam, ngudi ta xin phép t6 chic tang 16 mot vi su da
tu thiéu. Chinh quyén da cho phép, nhung réi khi
tang 1& dang dién ra thi canh sat kéo dén véi dui cui
va danh dap nguoi tham du. Vao ngay d6 c¢6 30 ngudi
bi thuong.” (Another example is in the city of Hoi
An, province of Quang Nam. There was a request for
holding a funeral for the monk who burned himself.
Permission was granted and the funeral proceeded,
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but during the procession the police came with sticks
and beat the people and on that day thirty people
were injured.)

Nhiéu sinh vién cling nhu nhiing nhan chiing tiép
theo déu lip lai cac ndi dung cio budc. Nhan chiing s6
27 néi rd rang nhat vé cac muc dich khi anh ta tham
gia biéu tinh: “Tht nht, t6i muén c6 su binh ding
gitia Phat gido va Thién Chua gido trong cac hé théng
hanh chanh, quin ddi v.v... Thi hai, t6i muén dudgc
tu do hon trong viéc thyc hanh theo ton gido cua toi.
Thi ba, toi muén tat ca nhiing vu bit bé, sach nhiéu
khéac phai chdm ddt. Nhiing bién phap dan ap phai
dude bai bo.” (1. I want equality between Catholics
and Buddhists in the Administration, the Army, etc.;
2. I would like greater freedom for the practice of my
religion; 3. I want all these arrests and other things
to cease. Suppressive measures should be removed.)

Trong cic cudc phong van, mot sd sinh vién ciing
cho biét viéc ho bi danh dap sau khi bi bat. Mot s6
khac chi bi giam giit roi tha ra. Dac biét, nhan chiing
thi 33 cho biét anh da bi danh bang roi dién, khong
dé lai d&u vét thuong tich gi. (Were you beaten?/ Yes.
/ By whom and where? / By the security forces. / Do
you have any marks?/ No, they use electricity.)

Nhan chting thii 45 sau khi cung c4p nhiéu thong
tin lién quan dén thuc trang da va dang dién ra tai
Viét Nam, da dua ra mot nhan dinh rat dang chu y,
sau khi nhéc lai 1a nhiing diéu nay phai dudc tuyét
dé1 giti bi mat:

WITNESS: If my statements are to be kept

strictly confidential, I would add something.
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This is a political problem. For the last few
years the political situation in Viet-Nam
has been very difficult. There is Communist
subversion and the Government uses this as
a pretext to throttle the legitimate demands of
the population and that has created discontent
not only among the Buddhists but also among
the Catholics. And now this is an opportunity
for it to explode. The conflict is not essentially
religious; it 1s not essentially Buddhist.
Consequently, Buddhim is not the cause of the
conflict but the effect of those politics.

Mr. CORREA DA COSTA: You mean that,

because of the general discontent, the moment
the Buddhist situation appeared at a strictly
religious level, everybody used it as a pretext
to go against the Government, including the
Catholics and other religions.

WITNESS : That is right.

Nhan chiing: Néu nhiing loi cia téi dugc tuyét déi

gitt kin, t6i muén néi thém diéu nay. Day la
mot van dé chinh tri. Trong nhiing nidm vira
qua, tinh hinh chinh tri ¢ Viét Nam rat khé
khin. C6 su xen vao pha hoai cua Cong san va
Chinh phu st dung viéc nay nhu mét céi cé dé
chén ép nhiing doi hoi chinh ding cua nguoi
dan. Diéu nay da tao ra su bat man khéng chi
riéng vdi nhiing nguoi Phat tit ma ca vdéi nhiing
nguoi Thién Chua gido. Va diy la co héi dé su
bat man dé biing phat. [Do dé,] vé ban chat thi
su mau thuan khoéng phai la van dé ton gido,
khong phai la vin dé Phat gido. Phat gido
khoéng phai la nguyén nhin gdy ra mau thudn,
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ma [phong trao Phat gido] chi l1a hé qua cia
nhiing van dé chinh tri [néi trén].

Mr. Correa Da Costa: Cé phai y éng muén néi
réng, vi c6 su bat man rong khip, nén khi cude
d4u tranh ciia Phat gido néi 1én trén binh dién
thudn tdy tén gido thi moi nguoi din da xem
d6 nhu mot cai cé dé viung day chéng déi Chinh
phu, bao gém ca tin dé6 Thién Chuia gido va
nhiing ton giao khac?

Nhan ching: Puing la nhu vay.

Nhan dinh trén da cho ta mot phac thao vé btc
tranh chinh tri toan canh vao thsi diém @6, dudi su
diéu hanh ctia Chinh quyén Ngé Dinh Diém, va né
giai thich hgp 1y nhiing biéu hién vui ming ré rét cia
da s6 nguoi dan Sai Gon ngay sau khi cudc ddo chanh
thanh cong, nhu 161 cua Dai stt My Cabot Lodge mo ta
trong Dién van gti vé Washing ton ngay 2-11-1963:
“Ngudi ta bao toi rang su vui miing han hoan trén
duong phd con vugt hon ca niém vui ngay Tét.” (I'm
told that the jubilation in the streets exceeds that
which comes every new year.)

Phai doan ciing dén viéeng Bénh vién Duy T4n, noi
da va dang diéu tri cAc nan nhan cta cudc tan cong
vao chua Xa Lgi dém 20-8-1963. Tai day, Phai doan
da phong van bac si diéu tri va é6ng Phé Giam déc
Bénh vién. Phai doan xac nhan dudc sy that la c6 5
vi su va 4 ni ¢6 bi thuong dugc dua vao diéu tri trong
dém 20-8-1963. Cac nan nhan da dugc dua vao bénh
vién bang xe ctiu thuong cia canh sat. Thuong tich
nhe nhat dugce diéu tri trong 3 ngay va trudng hgp
nghiém trong nhat phai diéu tri trong 60 ngay. Vi su
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bi thuong ning nhit da duge xuit vién, nhung via
phai trd lai bénh vién do khong duge khoe va do d6 co
mait trong bénh vién lic Phai doan dén.

Nhan chting thi 41 dic biét chudn bi mét vin
ban dai 15 trang, dugdc nguy trang bang cach kep vao
gidy bia ciia mot quyén tap chi. Theo 16i nhan ching,
anh ta d& c6 chuyén vin ban nay ra nudc ngoai nhung
khéng thé dugc, vi hanh 1y sinh vién bi luc soat rat ky.
Theo nhan dinh ctia Phai doan thi vén ban nay “dua
ra ching ct vé rat nhiéu van dé”. (gave testimony on
various questions). Vi thé, Phai doan da quyét dinh
tém tét hodc trich nguyén van nhiéu phan cia van ban
nay dua vao thanh Phu luc s6 16 ctia ban Phic trinh.

Dé chiing minh su phan biét ton gido tit cip cao
nh4t cia Chinh phu, thay vi chi 6 cac dia phuong nhu
nhiéu céo budc khac, vin ban nay néu ra:

“Theo Diéu 1 ciia Du s6 10, tat ca céc to chic
ton gido déu dugc xem nhu cac hoi doan, nhung
[Diéu 44 cua Du nay] dit Thién chia gido ra
thanh ngoai Ié.

“Theo Piéu 7 ctia Du nay,’ Chinh pht cé quyén
dinh chi hoat dong cua cac “héi doan” vi 1y do
an ninh. (the Government has the right to
suspend the activities of such associations for
security reasons)

“Theo Diéu 10 ctia Du nay thi cac toén gido,
ngoai trir Thién Chua gido, la dé1 tuong chiu

' Ban Phdc trinh in nham s§ 7 thanh s6 1. Trong Diéu 1 khong co
nodi dung nay ma la Biéu 7: Quyén hoat dong [ctia hoi doan] co
thé bj thu hoi... ... vi cac ly do an ninh. (An authorization which
has been granted may be revoked... ... for security reasons.)
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su kiém soat nghiém ngét cua bat ky co quan
Chinh pht nao.

“Theo Diéu 14 va Piéu 28 cua Du nay thi cac
tén gido, ngoai trir Thién Chua gido, chi dudc
nhan tién déng gép tir tin dé theo quy dinh
thich hop, va chi dugc thiét Iap cac co s6 vat
chat khi hét stic can thiét.

“Hon thé nita, theo Sic lénh s6"116/TTO/TTKI
tir Vin phong Tong Théng ngay 23-9-1960 thi
nhiing bat déng san cua cac “héi doan” (bao
gom Phat gido) du nho nhét dén dau ciing phai
duoc su cho phép cua Téng Thong, néu khong
thi t6 chiic s6 hitu van phai tra thué giéng nhu
cac chu s6 hitu ca nhan khéc.

“Theo cac diéu khoan nhu thé, ching téi thay
ré rdng cé su bat binh ddng ton gido trong ché
d6 dan chu nay va thuc té da di nguoc lai véi
muc dich theo duéi cia Chinh phu trong chinh
sdch Ap Chién Luge, duge cho 1a né luc xéa bé
su bat hoa.

“Du s6 10 ban hanh ndm 1950 duéi ché d6 quéan
chi. Tir khi ché dé 4y bi Iat dé vao nim 1954,
chiing téi da dit van dé tai sao Du s6 10, vén
khoéng phu hop véi Hién phap Céng hoa, lai
van tiép tuc dugc duy tri? Ching téi yéu cdu
Chinh pht phai hiy bo Du s6 10 va thay thé
bang dao luat khac.

“0 Viét Nam, dac biét la cac ving qué, cac vién
chiic Chinh phu hanh xit sai trai hodc theo
cach phan biét ton giao. Ching to1 da dé trinh
viéc nay 1én Téng Théng va Quée hoi, nhung
that dang tiéc, chiing t61 khéng hé nhan duogc
c4u tra loi. Chung téi da yéu cdu Téng Thong
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chdm dit ngay nhiing hanh vi sai trdi nay va
cho thanh lap mét ty ban diéu tra dé tham sat
lai mét cach chuyén trach, khach quan va dang
tin cay déi véi nhiing ho so khiéu nai cia nguoi
Phat tit, dé bao dam su an toan cho céc vi Ianh
dao Phat giao, tang si ciing nhu cu si, va cho
phép nguoi Phat tii trong hang ngii quian nhan
cting nhu cac vién chiic dan su dugc thuc hanh
theo ton gido cua ho.

“Thém niia, 6ng Paul Hiéu, B trudng Céng
Dan Vu da cé lan néi trong mot hoi nghi cac
quan chtc rang: Phat gido la ké thu cong khai
s6 mot.”

Ngoainhiing cdo budc nhu trén, véin ban cia nhan
chting nay con dic biét dé cap dén nhiing nguge dai
d61 v6i Phat gido ti truée ndm 1963, da duge Thugng
toa Thich Tri Quang nhéc lai trong buéi hop ngay 18-
5-1963 v6i nhiéu quan chic cap cao cua Chinh phu.
Theo d6, tai cac ving phat trién nong nghiép & Tay
Nguyén va mién Trung, nhiéu Phat ti da bi bat b,
dan ap. Cac vu viéc nay da dugdc ghi nhan thanh hé
so khiéu nai gtii 1én Chinh pht va Quéc hoi, nhung
khong rd vi sao nguoi Phat ti khong hé nhan dudc
su phan hoi. Chi tiét nay cho thay su kién ngay 8-5-
1963 hoan toan khéng phai 1a diém khdi dau, ma
trong thuc té& chi 1a “giot nudc tran ly” 1am bung vd
nhiing bat man ti rat ldu ctia ngusi Phat ti do1 véi
Chinh phu Ngo Dinh Diém.

Mot chi tiét dic biét khac duge thay trong vin
ban cua nhan chiing nay 1a doan trich nguyén van
mot bai binh luan dugc dang trén tap chi Anh ngi
Newsweek ngay 27-5-1963, dudc cho 1a da bi canh sat
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lung suc dé tich thu. Nguyén vin Anh ngit (kém ban
dich) nhu sau:
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“The Buddhists (estimated at some ten million)
have long been resentful of the mandarins of Hue
and their ruling Catholic oligarchy; the Buddhists
particularly resent a host of restrictions imposed
on their religious freedom by President Diem.

“Most of Ngo Dinh Diem’s high Government
officials, chiefs of provinces and military officers
are Catholics, and most young army officers are
convinced that they must be at least nominal
Catholics if they wish to rise above the rank of
captain. Diem apparently believes (and with
some reason) that Catholics are more loyal to him
personally and also more genuinely dedicated in
their anti-communism. Catholicism, therefore,
seems to have become a kind of status symbol, as
well as a prerequisite for advancement...

“The Buddhists say that most Government
supplies pass through Catholic hands and are
distributed chiefly to Catholics. One American
adviser has reported that Catholic battalion
commanders in South Viet-Nam’s army get
better equipment and heavier weapons than the
non-Catholics. In the countryside, there are a
number of villages where Christian priests are in
control and maintain their own private armies.
In the northern coastal region around Hud, small
units of these troops, known as ‘The Bishop’s
Boys’, are directly responsible to the Archbishop,
and their primary mission is to protect churches
and priests. They are armed with United States
weapons and trained at least in part by United
States advisers.

BAN PHUC TRINH A/5630 CUA PHAI DOAN DIEU TRA LIEN HIEP QuUOC

“Vast supplies of United States food relief (wheat,
flour, rice, cooking oils) are distributed in South
Viet-Nam through Catholic Relief Services to
Catholic priests in the provinces. Some Viet-
Namese are convinced that many of these
supplies never reach the intended beneficiaries
but find their way into the black market instead.”
“Nhiing nguoi Phat tu (uéc tinh khoang 10 triéu)
tur Jdu da phan uat doi véi cac quan chiic 6 Hué
va nhém thiéu s6” Thién Chia gido ndm quyén
hanh. Nguoi Phat ti dic biét tic gian trude mot
loat nhiing han ché do Téng théng Diém ap dit
lén quyén tu do tén gido cua ho.

“Hau hét cac quan chiic cao cdp cua Chinh phu
Ngbé Dinh Diém, cac vi Tinh trudng va si quan
quéan doi déu la tin do Thién Chia gido, va hau hét
céc si quan tré trong quan doi déu tin rang it nhat
ho phai tré thanh mét tin d6 Thién Chua gido trén
danh nghia néu muén ngoi 1én cao hon quan ham
dai dy. Ong Diém c6 vé tin chic rang (vi Iy do nao
d6) nhiing tin d6 Thién Chia gido trung thanh véi
ca nhan éng hon va ciing tdn tuy hon trong cudc
chién chéng Coéng. Vi ly do dé, Thién Chua gido
da tré thanh biéu tuong ciing nhu diéu kién tién
quyét cho su thing tién...

Nhiing nguoi Phat tit néi rang hau hét ngudn
cung cap tur Chinh phu déu théng qua ban tay
Thién Chua gido va duge phan phdi chi yéu dén
nhiing tin do6 Thién Chda gido. Mot vién C6 van
My da bao cdo rang, trong quan doi Nam Viét
Nam, céc chi huy tiéu doan la tin d6 Thién Chia
gido nhan duoc trang thiét bi va vii khi t6t hon so
v6i nhiing nguoi khong phai tin dé6 Thién Chiia
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giao. O mién qué c6 nhiing ngoi lang do cac cha
xt kiém soat va duy tri quan doi riéng caa ho.
Quan déi nay truc tiép chiu trach nhiém truéc
cha xit va nhiém vu chinh la bao vé nha tho va
cha xtt. Ho dugc vii trang bang vii khi ctia Hoa Ky
va dugc huan luyén it nhat la mét phan bdi cac
c6 van My.

Nguén cung cap thuc phdm ciiu trg khong 16 ctia
Hoa Ky (gom Iiia mi, b6t mi, gao, ddu 4n...) dugc
phan phéi ¢ mién Nam théng qua ciac Co quan
Ciiu trg Thién Chua gido dén cha xii d cac tinh.
Mot s6 nguoi Viét Nam tin rang rat nhiéu trong
s6 nguoén thuc phdm nay khéng bao gic dén tay
nguoi nhan nhu du tinh. Thay vi vay chiing dugc
dua ra ban ¢ thi truong chg den.”

Nhan chiing nay cting trich nguyén van mot van
ban quan trong khac la Thong Cao cua Dai dién
Chinh phti méi tai Trung phan dudc cong bé vao ngay
2-6-1963, trong d6 c¢6 5 diém nghiém cdm cho thay
r6 khong khi kiém soat hét stic cang thing vao thoi
diém d6:

1. Moi hinh thiic héi hop déu bi nghiém cam.

2. Viéc stt dung hé théng loa phéng thanh phai xin

phép truéc tir Thi truong.

3. Viéc xin phép hoi hop phai dugc chdp thuin
trudc tir Thi truong.

4. T4t ca cac tai liéu, khdu hiéu, bich chuong hodc
dién vin déu phai duge kiém duyét trudc khi
dua ra trudc cong chuing.

5. Viéc tang trit hay luu hanh bat ky &n pham,
truyén don hay tai liéu nao déu la bat hop
phap.
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Phan ting theo sau ban Thong Cao day ap ché nay
14 cudc biéu tinh & Hué ngay hém sau dé, 3-6-1963.
Hang tram sinh vién hoc sinh d& tham gia biéu tinh
on hoa doi héi Chinh phu dap tng ciac nguyén vong
chinh dang cia Phat gido. Chinh quyén giai tan bang
voi rong phun nude nhung that bai vi ngudi biéu tinh
ngdi yén tai chd dé cAu nguyén. Ho lién thay thé cac
voi nuée bang a-xit véi nong d6 manh. 54 ngudi bi
thuong t6n nghiém trong, nhiing ngudi con lai phai bd
chay tan hang. Ngay hom d6, Thugng toa Thich Tam
Chau, Cht tich Uy ban Lién phai Bao vé Phat gido da
gtii mot 1a thu 1én Téng Théong Ngo Dinh Diém, trong
d6 néu ré 10 hanh vi dan ap ciia Chinh pht dang dién
ra. Nhiing diém nay cting dude nhan chiing trich dan
nguyén vin trong cio budc gui Phai doan Diéu tra
Lién Hiép Quéc:

1. Nhiéu t6 chiic, hoi doan Phat giao da bi ép budc
phai ky vao nhiing ban kién nghi 1én 4n phong
trao dau tranh ctia Phat gido véi nhiing ti ngti
hung hang, tho bao.

2. Viéc di lai ciia ting ni gitia cAc vung trong nudc
v6i thu d6 bi can trd trén nhiéu tuyén dudng dé
ngin chin khong cho ho vé diéu tri 6 cac bénh
vién thudc Sai Gon.

3. Hanh ly mang theo cua cac vi tang ni tit Sai
Gon tré vé cic tinh sau khi tham gia tuyét thuc
da bi luc soat va tat ca nhiing ai mang theo cac
tai liéu cta Phat gido déu bi bit giam.

4. Nhan vién an ninh duge b6 tri khip cac nha
hang, quan nudc va trén dudng pho dé do xét va
bat giii bat ct ai dé cap dén van dé Phat giso.

5. Canh sat da chién, nhan vién an ninh, chién si
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6.

thanh nién cong hoa, quin canh va quan nhan
trang bi sting truong, may truyén tin déng chot
quanh cic ngdi chuia dé kham xét chu tiang va
de doa khiing b6 nhiing Phat ti mudn dén chua.
T4t ca quan nhan 14 Phat ti khong dudge ra
khoi pham vi doanh trai.

7. Nhiing ai tham gia tich cuyc vao cude van dong dau

8.

tranh ctia Phat gido déu bi truy t6 va bat giam.
Cac tai liéu cua Viét cong dude 1én lut dua vao
trong xe cua Phat ti hodc vao trong cac chua dé
tao chiing cit gia nham bo ti tang ni, Phat tu.

. Nhiing cudc biéu tinh chéng Phat gido dudc td

chiic v6i nhiéu nhan vién an ninh gia dang chu
tdng va Phat tu.

10. Thanh vién ctia cic iy ban Phat gido bi ép budc

phai ky tén vao nhiing kién nghi nay khéc...

Mot noi dung quan trong khac duge trich dan
trong vin ban ctia nhan ching nay la ban Chuong
trinh hanh déng cua f]y ban Sinh vién ﬁng ho Phat
giao, dugc phan phat rong rai trong giéi sinh vién hoc
sinh. Nhan chting nhan dugc vin ban nay vao ngay
16-9-1963. Theo nodi dung trong ban Chuong trinh
hanh dong nay thi phong trao dau tranh cta sinh
vién hoc sinh dugc phac thao qua 5 giai doan:

- Giai doan 1: Sinh vién, hoc sinh viét thinh

nguyén thu gti dén Nguyén thu quéc gia, Téng
thu ky va cac vi tuéng lanh, néu r6 5 nguyén
vong [cua Phat gio].

- Giai doan 2: Sinh vién, hoc sinh bit dau dau
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tranh bang cach tuyét thuc trong pham vi san
truong, thoi gian 12, 24 hodc 48 gid, tuy theo
tinh hinh.
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a. Trong thoi gian tuyét thuc 12 gid, cac khau
hiéu tranh dau sé dugc viét trén gidy va dan 1én
tudng hodc bat cti noi nao dé duge nhin thay.

b. Trong thdi gian tuyét thuc 48 gic va sau do,
ngoai cac khau hiéu da c6, nhiing cadu sau day
sé dugc dung nhu khau hiéu:

1. Ai da tan cong vao cac chuia va bit giam tang
ni, Phat tu?

2. Ai da giét chét nhiing sinh vién day 1ong yéu
nude?

3. C6 phai Chinh phu dang bao vé tu do bao chi
bang cach tong giam cac phong vién bao Tu Do
va phong vién nudc ngoai?

4. Phu ntt Viét Nam tu hao ¢6 dugec nhiing
ngudi nhu Mai Tuyét An, Lé Thi Hanh, va vo
cing x&u hd khi dting chung hang ngii véi ba
Ngé Dinh Nhu.

5. Quan nhan khong thé bi lam dung dé bao vé
ngai vang ché do.

Nhiing khdu hiéu néu trén sé duge sinh vién
dan 1én bat ¢l noi nao.

Canh bao:

- Trong suét thoi gian d4u tranh tuyét thuc,
cong trudng phai duge déng chat va cé
ngudi canh git.

- Néu bi ngudi cua Chinh pht t4n coéng, hay
gitt binh tinh. Dung khin vai tu tréi tay
minh va lang 1€ 1én xe cho ho bat.

- Khi bi dua vao trai tap trung, hay tiép tuc
cudc dau tranh. Chi chap nhan vé nha khi
tat ca moi nguoi khac déu dudc tha ra.

- Néu truong hoc bi déng ctia, hay bién cac
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thu vién, rap chiéu béng, nha hang... thanh
noi tranh dau.

- Giai doan 3: T4t ca sinh vién, hoc sinh dong

loat ri nhau di vao c4c nha tu cia Chinh phu.

- Giai doan 4: T4t ca sinh vién, hoc sinh déu c6

quyén tu do chon lua cac hinh thiic [d4u tranh
nhu] mé bung, tu thiéu hay tuyét thuc.

. . ~ M . A N N A"
- Giai doan 5: La giai doan cudi cung va khan

cdp. Phat déng tong dinh céng va 1at 6 chinh
quyén.

Phan cudi cuing trong vin ban ciia nhan chiing nay
12 mot cAu chuyén sinh dong cung cip cho ching ta
biic tranh cu thé vé phuong thtc hanh xt cia Chinh
quyén nhim phan tng lai cuéc ddu tranh cta sinh
vién hoc sinh né ra sau vu téng tin céng cac chiia vao
dém 20-8-1963. Day 1a cau chuyén xay ra véi chinh

ban
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than nhan chiing khi anh ta bi bat giii:

“Vao sang thi Bay ngay 24 thing 8 nim 1963,
sinh vién tu tap 6 khoa Luat dé gip éng Vii Vin
M3Au, nguoi c6 bang Thac si Luat hoc tai Phap,
B6 trudng Ngoai giao va la Gido su Khoa Luat
tai DPai hoc [Sai Gon]. Ong da dua don tir chite Bo
trudng 1én Téng théng Ngé Pinh Diém.

“Khi éng MAu vira roi khdi xe Itic 9 gio sang, cac
sinh vién reo ho chao dén. Trong san truong trudc
Khoa Luét, sinh vién ngoi bét ngay trén méit dat
dé ling nghe 6ng néi chuyén, nhung vi qua dong
nguoi nén phai dung dén loa phéng thanh. Mot s6
sinh vién di vao giang duong Ién nhat, trong khi
s0 con lai ngdi yén trong san. Sau khi nghe éng
Vii Van Mau va vi Khoa truéng Khoa Luat cho
mot s6'loi khuyén, [dai dién] sinh vién da dua ra
mot ban Tuyén bo. Ban Tuyén bé dugc tat ca sinh
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vién tan thanh va vé tay vang doi, mét s6 nguoi
qué phan khich da coi giay ra va dap manh lén
mét ban, lJam hu héng mét sé.

“Trong khi moi viéc dang dién ra nhu thé thi
quén doi tran vao Khoa Luat. Ong Vi Van Mau
dd yéu cau ho rit lui, cac sinh vién nho dé c6 thé
rit ém ma khéng gép su co.

“Khi &y, téi cung 200 sinh vién khac di dén ché
Phan khoa Khoa hoc dé van déng sinh vién 6 dé
khéng tham du ky thi tuyén vao Phan khoa Dugc.
Cic thi sinh da hudng iing, xé bo va dot gidy lam
bai thi. Thé roi xay ra x6 x4t giiia sinh vién vdi
canh sat. Canh sat Iic do da bat giit ba phéng
vién nguoi My.

“Trén duong quay trd lai, khi con cach Khoa Luat
khoang 100 mét, téi nghe c6 tiéng la I6n: ‘N6 kia,
noé kia kia! B4t 1y no!” Téi vira quay lai thi bat
ngo bi dim manh hai Ian vao déi mat roéi bi x6 té
nhao, dap mét xuéng san mot chiéc xe jeep. Mot
qudn nhan ra lénh: “Pua khan tay cho tao.” Téi
lam theo. Ong ta dung khin bit mét téi lai, roi
dung dao gam ké sat cé toi de doa: ‘May ma la Ién
tao sé giét ngay.’

“Chi trong chéc Iat da cé ba nguoi khéac bi ddy
lén xe va ciing bi do61 xit hét nhu véi téi. Ching
toi bi bit mdt nidm trén san xe dua di. Khoang
mot tiéng rudi sau thi xe dung lai. C6 tiéng quat:
“Budc ra va di theo tao.” Chung téi vang Iénh
buéc ra, nhung méi diia bi dan di theo mét hudng
khéc nhau. Mét nguoi ké dao gadm sat bén suon
toi, de doa: “Bon tao la Tinh bao quan doi, may
khoéng duge néi déi. May cé phai thanh vién trong
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ﬁy ban Lién khoa khong?”’ ‘Khong, khong... ciing
gibng nhu céc sinh vién khéc, téi chi di dén Phan
khoa Khoa hoc thoi.” ‘Thé cin cuéc cua may dau?’
“Trong tii sau cua toi.” Ong ta so soang trong tii
toi mot lat roi noi: “To6t ldm... may cé6 can dén to
mét tram dong trong vi khong? ‘Khoéng, khong...
thua éng.” ‘Vay thi tét, ¢ yén diy nhé. May ma
chay la tao bdn bé.’

“Mot lat sau, chiéc xe jeep vot di. Toé1 giat cai
khén bit mét ra. Téi dang ¢ trong mét dén dién
cao su. Téi co hét stc la I6n: Xin chao, cé ai 6
day khéng?’ Cé tiéng tra loi: ‘Chiing téi 6 day.” Téi
chay vé phia dé va hét stic vui ming khi giap duoc
hai sinh vién khac. Khéong néi dugc loi nao, ching
t61 6m cham lay nhau miing ré. Hai nguoi ban toi
4o rach buom va vdy mau. “Sao cac ban dén néi
nay?’ Mot nguoi giai thich: ‘Ho xé 4o to1, roi dung
dao gam rach trén nguc téi. Xem nay.” Viia néi
anh ta vira md nut 4o vach nguc ra cho to1 xem,
mau tuoi van con ri chay ti cac vét cat trén nguc
anh. Téi hoi hai nguoi: ‘Con mét ban niia ddu
ré61i? ‘Chiing té1 khéng biét.” Nguoi bi thuong néi:
‘Bay gio téi phai bing bé vét thuong, roi ching ta
sé di tim ban ay.’

“T61 da hoc dugc cach so citu khi tham gia hudng
dao sinh. Téi lién céi 4o thun, xé ra va tim it 14
cdy co tac dung cAm mau roi bang bo vét thuong
cho ban. Xong, ching téi cung nhau di tim anh
ban con lai nhung vo ich, khong thay chiit dau vét
nao cua anh dy. Mt troi bat ddu lin dan xudng
khuat sau nhiing ciy cao su. Mot nguoi ban toi
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néi: ‘Cé 1é anh &y bi bon linh bét di theo. Bay gio

ching ta phai roi khdi ritng cao su nay thoi.’

“Chiing téi di b6 vé hudng tay doc theo duong 16

cao su, sau hon mot gio dong hé thi géap quéc 16 15.

Chuing téi dang 6 cach Sai Gon 50 ki-16-mét, trén

con duong Sai Gon-Viing Tau. Lat sau, ching téi

dén duoc mét chiéc xe khach va 1én xe. Khi vé dén

Sai Gon, chiing téi chdng con dong nao dé tra tién

xe, vi bon Tinh bdo quan doi da cudp sach tién

cuia ching téi. Thay tinh canh chiing t61i nhu thé,
nguoi chu xe ciing thoéi khong hdi tién.

“Khi to1 vé dén nha thi da 7 gio t61, mdéi phat hién

ra la [méy cd ddm da lam] ca viing da quanh mat

toi bam tim.”

Cau chuyén do chinh nhan ching ké lai da cho
ching ta nhiéu chi tiét rd nét vé thuc trang dién ra
trong phong trao dau tranh vao lic dé. Btc tranh dan
ap cua Chinh pht Diém khong chi ¢6 nhiing nét phan
dan chd, ma con bi béi den mot cach thé tham bdi
cach hanh xu cua nhiing ngudi thi hanh cong vu theo
161 con do, cong khai hanh ha va cuép giat tién bac
ctia nguoi dan mot cach tho bao, thidu vian héa. Diéu
nay giai thich vi sao mdi ngay ngudi dan thu d6 déu
phai “suy ton Ngb Téng Théng” nhung chi ngay sau
khi ché& do sup d6 thi ho lap ttc bay té niém vui miing
v6 han va cong khai bay to su ung ho nhiing nguci
dao chinh.

NHUNG THONG TIN TRAI CHIEU

Trong s6 47 nhan chiing dugc phdng van, ngoai
nhiing ngudi do chinh Phai doan chon lya va tim gép,
con c¢6 mot s6 tu nguyén tim dén gip Phai doan dé
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cung cap thong tin. D6 14 cac nhan chiing ti s6 thu
tu 36 dén 43. Chung ta c6 thé tim thay nhiing thong
tin trai chiéu dudc cung cap ti mot s6 trong cac nhan
chiing nay. Tuy nhién, c¢6 vé nhu cac thong tin nay
chi€m ty 1& qué it dé c6 thé lam thay d6i nhan thic
vé su that. Hon niia, hau hét cac thong tin nay déu
dugc dua ra theo cach vo doan, mot chiéu va khong co
nhiing chiing ct xac thuc di kém. Thong tin trai chiéu
cling dugc thay 6 mot vai nhan chiing thudc nhém doi
tugng khéc, thudng 1a biéu 16 su v6 cam, khéng quan
tam dén cudc dau tranh dang dién ra cua Phat gido.
Ching t6i dic biét luu y thay diéu nay & cic nhan
chting 1a thanh vién ctia Uy ban Lién hiép Bao vé
Phat gido ThuAn tdy, von 1a mot Uy ban gém 7 thanh
vién do Chinh phu Diém van déng dung lén vao ngay
24-8-1963, ngay sau khi ho da tién hanh chién dich
bo rap va bat giam hau hét cac vi 1anh dao Phat gido.

Khi dugc héi rang Chinh phti va quéin d6i c6 can
thiép gi trong hoat dong & chua cta ho khong, cac vi
su nay da tra 161 12 khong. Du vay, ho thita nhan 1a
vao dém 20-8-1963, ca thay 30 vi su trong chua déu
bi bat di. Tuy nhién, sau d6 tat ca déu dudc tha ra
sau mot cudc xét hoi ngan. Khi dude hoi vé ndi dung
tra xét, ho cho biét Chinh phu da hoéi ho ding vé phia
nhiing ngusi biéu tinh hay vé phia Chinh phu. Ho
tra 101 ho khong tham gia gi, khong c6 quan hé gi véi
nhiing ngudi biéu tinh va ho muén duy tri quan hé t6t
v6i Chinh pha.

The CHAIRMAN: When you were asked whether
you were sympathetic with the demonstrators,
what was your answer? And when you were
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asked about your relations with the Government,
what was your answer?

WITNESS: Our answer to the first question was
that we hadn’t done anything; we had no part to
play. Our answer to the second question was that
we have good relations with the Government
and we intend to keep them that way.

Khi duge héi vé tu do ton gido, ho néi: “Khéng cé
tré ngai hay ap luc gi ca. Chiing t61 hoan toan duogc
tu do.” (No obstacles or pressure in any way. We had
complete freedom.)

Mot thong tin trai chiéu khac duge dua ra bdi
nhan ching tha 18, dic biét v6i su hién dién cua
nhiéu nguoi nhung chi duy nhat nhan ching nay la
nguoi tra 161 cac cAu hoi ctia Phai doan (A number of
witnesses were present and only one of them would
answer the Mission’s questions).

Mr. CORREA DA COSTA: Have any of your rights
been violated?

WITNESS: There have been no restrictions
whatsoever here. We have full liberty to
practise our religion.

The CHAIRMAN: Has there been any restriction
in other pagodas elsewhere in the country?

WITNESS: Up until now there has been no
trouble at all.

The CHAIRMAN: Anywhere?

WITNESS: Since the establishment of the
Republic of Viet Nam, Buddhism in this
country has grown to a great extent. There are
already 1,000 pagodas in this country.
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Ong Mr. Correa Da Costa: Cé bat ctt quyén tu do
nao cua quy vi bi xdm pham hay khong?

Nhan chiing: O diy khéng c6 bat ky su han ché
nao ca. Chung téi dudce tu do hoan toan trong
su tu tap theo tén gido cua minh.

Truéng doan: Cé han ché nao ¢ nhiing chua khac
thuéc nhiing noi khac trong nuéc hay khong?

Nhan chiing: Cho dén Iiic nay thi khong cé bat ky
khé khén nao ca.

Truong doan: O dau ciing vay sao?

Nhan chiing: Tw khi thanh Iap Chinh phu Viét
Nam Céng hoa, Phat gido ¢ dat nudc nay da
phat trién hét siic manh mé. Hién da cé dén
1.000 ngoéi chua trén khap nudc.

Khi dudc héi vé cac van dé dang dién ra véi Phat

giao Viét Nam, nhan chiing nay boc 10 r6 sy thd ¢ vo
cam. Ngbi chia nay khéng cé ai bi bét.

The CHAIRMAN : What is the feeling here about
the arrests which have taken place elsewhere?

WITNESS: Our feeling is just that if they are
arrested, that is their affair. They may have
trouble with the Government - maybe they have
violated the law. We can only accept the fact and
it does not affect us.

The CHAIRMAN: Is it a fact that some monks have
burned themselves?

WITNESS : Like you, we have only heard about this.
We have not seen it.

The CHAIRMAN: The whole world knows this and
the Government admits it. What is your feeling
about it ?
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WITNESS: The monks that burned themselves
belonged to sects other than this one. This one
is a long-established sect; it goes back 200 years.
Those people burned themselves in the name of
their sect. There is no connexion between those
suicides and this particular sect.

The CHAIRMAN: As human beings, what are your
feelings about these suicides?

WITNESS : Perhaps they had a reason to burn
themselves, but we do not understand this reason.
In recent history, there have been no cases of
suicidal burning. This may have occurred in the
past, but not recently,

The CHAIRMAN : What were your feelings when
you heard that these monks and co-religionists
had burned themselves?

WITNESS: According to our belief, of course,

whenever we hear about such things, we are sorry
and we pray that their souls will go to heaven.

Vi Trudng doan: Quy vi & didy cam thay thé nao vé
nhiing vu bit bé dién ra ¢ nhiéu noi khac?

Nhan chiing: Chiing t6i chi cam thay la, néu ho bi
bt thi dé la chuyén cta ho. C6 thé ho c6 van dé
v6i Chinh phu - c¢6 thé ho vi pham phéap luat.
Chuing téi chi c6 thé chap nhan thuc té dy va diéu
d6 khéng anh hudng dén ching toi.

Vi Trudng doan: Cé phai thuc té 1a da c6 mot sé vi
tang tu thiéu?

Nhan chiing: Ciing giéng nhu cac 6ng, ching téi chi
nghe ndéi théi. Chiing téi khong nhin thay diéu dé.

Vi Trudng doan: Ca thé gidi déu biét viéc nay va
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Chinh phti ciing da thita nhan. Ong cam thay thé

nao vé viéc nay?

Nhan chiing: Vi su tu thiéu thudc vé mot tong phai
khiac, khéng phai tong phai nay. Téng phai nay
dugc thanh Ilap tu rat ldu, dén 200 ndm trudc.
Nhiing nguoi tu thiéu nhan danh téng phai cua
ho. Khéng cé méi lién hé nao gitia nhiing vu tu
thiéu do véi tong phai nay.

Vi Truong doan: T géc do con nguoi, cdc vi cam thay
thé nao vé nhiing vu tu thiéu nay?

Nhan ching: C6 18 ho ¢6 mot 1y do dé tu thiéu, nhung
chiing t6i khong hiéu dugc 1y do nay. Trong lich
su gan day, khong cé truong hop tu thiéu nao ca.
Piéu nay cé thé di tung xay ra trong qué kh,
nhung khéng phai gan day.

Vi Trudng doan: Cam xuc cia 6ng thé nao khi nghe
biét viéc nhiing vi su nay, nhiing nguoi déong dao
cua minh da tu thiéu than?

Nhan chiing: T4t nhién, theo niém tin ctia chiing toi,
méi khi nghe nhiing chuyén nhu thé thi chiing téi
14y lam tiéc va ching téi cAu nguyén cho huong
linh cua ho dugc siéu thoat.

Nhan chtng thi 36 12 mot nguoi tu nguyén dén
gdp Phai doan. Anh ta cung cAp mot loat thong tin
hoan toan lip lai nhiing quan diém ctia Chinh phu
ma ching ta da tim hiéu. D6 14, Viét cong da lgi dung
van dé cua Phat gido, da xen vao kich dong, xudi giuc
nguci Phat tu. DAy 1a 16i khai ciia nhin ching nay:

The Communists, as you know, are trying to
infiltrate this country and since you are seeking
the truth there is no doubt that following the

Buddhist incidents the communist Viet-Cong has

been trying to take advantage of the situation...
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Nhiing nguoi Cong san, nhu quy vi da biét, dang
c6 xAm nhap vao dat nudc nay, va vi quy vi dang
diéu tra su that, ré6 rang khéng nghi ngo gi niia,
theo sau nhiing bién cé cua Phat gido, Viét cong
da c6'lgi dung tinh thé nay...

As to the suicides by burning and the
demonstrations, that was inspired by the
Communists. The Government has given freedom
of worship; the Government has not oppressed

the Buddhists.

... Con vé nhiing vu tu thiéu va biéu tinh, dé Ia do
su kich déng cua nhiing nguoi Cong san. Chinh
pht da ban hanh tu do tin ngudng; Chinh phi
khong c6 dan ap Phat giao.

Tuy nhién, phai doan khéng chi ling nghe mot
chiéu, ho ciing ch4t van nhiing diém khéng hgp 1y. Vi
nhan ching cho riang Chinh pht hoan toan tén trong
tu do tin ngudng, mét thanh vién Phai doan da dat
cau hoi:

Mr. KOIRALA: We know, and the Government has

admitted it, that there are hundreds of Buddhists

in prison. How do you account for this ?

WITNESS : The priests and monks have only one
thing to do, to stay in their temples and say their
prayers; if they come out and cause disturbances,
it is normal that they are placed in a quiet place
so that they cannot carry out such activities.

Mr. KOIRALA: Thich Tinh Khiet, a most respected
Buddhist, was he not also arrested?

WITNESS : During a time when the Government
is fighting for its freedom and liberty in this
country, whoever creates a threat to the security
of the nation must be put in jail.
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Mr. Koirala: Chiing t6i dugc biét, va Chinh phi

ciing da thira nhan, rang hién c6 hang tram Phat

ti con bi giam trong tu. Ong gidi thich diéu nay

thé nao?

Nhan chiing: Cac thay tu chi cé6 mét viéc duy nhat

dé'lam Ia 6 yén trong chua lo tung kinh. Néu ho di

ra ngoai va gay réi, diéu tu nhién la phai nhét ho

vao mot noi dé ho khong thé gay roi nia.

Mr. Koirala: Chdng phéi Hoa thugng Thich Tinh

Khiét, mot bac thay dang kinh nhat caa Phat gido

cting bi bat do sao?

Nhian ching: Trong Iic Chinh phu dang né luc

chién dau cho tu do ¢ dat nudc nay, thi bat cu ai

tao ra moi de doa dén an ninh quéc gia déu phai

bi nhét hét vao tu.

C6 vé nhu tinh khach quan ctia nhan ching da bi
nghi ngs sau nhiing théng tin mot chiéu ma anh ta
cung cap. Vi thé, mot thanh vién trong doan chat van:

Mr. GUNEWARDENE: You have repeated no less
than six times that you are a Buddhist. What was
the necessity for you to impress on us that you
are a Buddhist, so many times?

WITNESS : Because I want to impress you with
the fact that I am a Buddhist and that in this
country Buddhists can practise their religion.
Mr. Gunewardene: Ong di ldp lai khéng it hon
6 Ian ring o6ng la Phat ti. C6 gi cdn thiét dé ong
phai nhan manh vdéi chiing téi quéa nhiéu lan viéc
ong la Phat ta?

Nhan chiing: Bdi vi téi muén nhan manh vdi cac
ong su that rang téi la Phat tu va rang ¢ dat nudc
nay Phét ti c¢6 thé thuc hanh ton gido cia ho.
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Hau hét nhiing thong tin trai chiéu chi 14 su lip lai
cac lap luan do Chinh phu da dua ra truée d6 vé su can
thiép cua nhiing ngudi Cong san, déng thoi phu nhan
hoan toan su phan biét va dan ap cia Chinh phu déi
v61 Phat giao. Va nhu da néi, theo nhu ghi nhan trong
ban Phic trinh thi nhiing thong tin loai nay chiém mot
ty 1é rat thap va khong c6 tinh thuyét phuc.

I VAI SU THAT LICH SU

Lich st ludn c6 nhiing dién tién bat ngod va ngoai
du tinh cta ching ta. Cudc diéu tra cia Phai doan
Lién Hiép Qudc dién ra ngay sau thoi diém ma cudc
d&u tranh doi binh ddng ctua Phat gido tai mién Nam
Viét Nam bi dan ap dén mtic do khoc liét nhat bdi
tran can quét cia Chinh phu éng Diém vao dém 20-
8-1963. T4t ca cac vi lanh dao chu chét cua Phat gido
déu bi bat giam, de doa; tham chi sinh vién hoc sinh
tham gia biéu tinh 6n hoa tng hd Phat gido cting bi
bit giam va “cai hudn”. Thé rdi ngay trong thoi gian
Phai doan van con luu trd tai Sai Gon thi ché d6 dan
ap Phat gido nay da sup d6 sau cudc dao chinh ctaa
chinh nhiing tuéng lanh quan déi tting phuc vu trong
long ché& do.

Truée su that lich st d6, doi v6i nhiing ngusi Viét
Nam da tiing séng trong thoi gian dién ra nhiing bién
doéng nay thi cau héi “C6 dan ap Phat gido hay khong”
12 mot cau hdi qua thitta. Tuy nhién, déi véi thé hé
nhiing ngudi di sau khong dudgc truc tiép chiing kién,
cling nhu tU géc nhin ctia nhiing ngusi séng ngoai
nudc, thi su that nay cting nhu nhiéu van dé lién quan
khéac tinh t& hon da va dang bi mot s6 nguoi c6 tinh
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nhan thiic theo huéng bép méo va sai léch. Diéu d6
khién cho vai tro thuc su ctia phong trao Phat gido
nam 1963 cling nhu ctia nhiéu vi lanh dao phong trao
bi hiéu sai hodc quy chup theo huéng hoan toan khong
dung véi su that lich su.

Bang vao nhiing ghi chép khach quan va chinh
xac trong Phuc trinh A/5630, chung ta c6 thé xac
dinh dudc mot s6 nét co ban nhit vé giai doan day
bién dong nay, thong qua d6 nhan thic duge mot cach
chinh xac va diy dua hon vé nhiing gi da dién ra trong
lich sti. Tuy nhién, trudc khi c¢6 thé dit niém tin vao
nhiing gi ghi chép trong ban Phic trinh nhu mot ct
liéu lich st, chung ta cAn khach quan nhan hiéu mét
vai gia tri thuc t& vé chinh ban Phic trinh nay.

Mot trong cic tai liéu bang Anh ngit c6 dé cap dén
ban Phic trinh nay, hay néi chinh x4c hon la dén cudc
diéu tra cua Phai doan Lién Hiép Quéc, 1a tap Khao
luan da xudt ban mang tua dé “A United Nations
High Commissioner For Human Rights” (M6t Cao ny
Lién Hiép Quéc vé Nhan Quyén) cua Gido su Roger
Stenson Clark, do Martinus Nijhoff (Ha Lan), xuat
ban nam 1972.

Tac gia cua cong trinh khao luan, Gido su Roger
Stenson Clark, 14 nguoi New Zealand, gidng su vé
Luat hoc tai truong Victoria University of Wellington.
Ong nhan duge hoc béng nghién ctiu ctia Pai hoc Luat
Columbia tai New York trong hai ndm 1968 va 1969.
Day ciing 14 thoi gian 6ng quan tAm dén mot co ché
bdo vé nhan quyén 6 cap dd quéc té (International
Protection of Human Rights) khi lam né1 tra tai co
quan Human Rights Division thuéc Van phong Téng
Thu ky Lién Hiép Quéc vao thang 8 nidm 1968.
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T d6, 6ng thu thap tailiéu, nghién ctiu, thao luan
v6i nhiéu ban déng nghiép va hoan thanh khao luan
“A United Nations High Commissioner For Human
Rights”. Nhiing y kién cua 6ng trong khao luan nay
da gép phan vao su hinh thanh Van phong Cao uy
Lién Hiép Quéc vé Nhan quyén (Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights -
OHCHR) vao ngay 20-12-1993, tic la hon 20 nam
sau khi tap sach ra doi.

Tap khao luan gébm 7 chuong. Trong Chuong III,
The Function of the Commissioner, muc a, trang 67,
ong c6 dé cap dén Phai doan Diéu tra Lién Hiép Quéc
tai Viét Nam vao nam 1963 v6i doan van sau:

“It arrived in Saigon in late October and heard

a number of witnesses. Unfortunately for the

scholar, the affair ended inconclusively as a result

of the successful coup against President Diem
that took place while the Mission was in Saigon.”

(Phai doan dén Sai Gon vao cudi thang 10 [ndm

1963] va da nghe moét s6 nhan ching. Khong may

cho nhém nghién citu, cong viéc da két thiic khong

di dén két qua cudi cung vi cuéc ddo chanh Téng

théng Diém thanh cong khi Phai doan dang 6 Sai

Gon.)

Uy tin cua Gido su Roger Stenson Clark va gia
tri ty than cua tap khao luan tat nhién mang lai cho
doan trich trén mot mic do xac tin cao va thuyét phuc
nguoi doc. Tuy nhién, dua vao noi dung cia chinh ban
Phtc trinh nhu ching ta da trich din va phan tich
trén, doan vin nay cling can dudc xem xét lai. Hon
thé niia, 6ng Nguyén Vian Luc, mot tri thic Cong gido
6 My, trong mot bai viét mang tua dé “Lién Hiép Quéc
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va cude khing hoang Phat gido 19637, con diy xa hon
mtc d6 sai léch khi trich dan gian tiép va khong day
du doan van trén:

“Theo Clark thi cudc diéu tra, bat ddu vao cudi
thang 10 va két thic khi cuéc dao chanh TT
Ngé Dinh Diém thanh céng, khéng cé két luan,
“the affair ended inconclusively”.

Noéi rang cudc diéu tra khong cé két luan 1a mot
sy vo doan sai lam, va ¢d tinh lac dan nguoi doc, béi
nhiém vu ctia Phai doan diéu tra la Phuc trinh két
qua diéu tra 1én Dai Hoi Dong Lién Hiép Qudc, nhu
da duge dé ra tir ddu. Néu ho duge giao thAm quyén
két luan, thi viéc dua van dé ra thao luan trong Dé
muc 77 tai Ky hop Thuong nién tht 18 cua Dai Héi
Péng Lién Hiép Quéc nhu du tinh sé 14 moét viéc lam
thtia. Hon thé niia, Clark cé 1& da dua vao dién tién
bt ngd cua su kién dao chinh nam ngoai du tinh nén
cho rang cudc diéu tra chua dat dén két qua cudi cung,
nhung ban than nhiing ngudi thuc hién cudc diéu tra
lai hoan toan khong néi nhu thé. Vao budi sang ngay
1 thang 11, Phai doan da c6 quyét dinh danh gia la sé
hoan tat moi viéc lién quan dén Viét Nam vao chiéu
tol ngay 3-11-1963 va roi Sai Gon trong cing ngay.
(Finally, the Mission had decided on the morning of 1
November, that it was in a position to complete its task
regarding Viet-Nam by the evening of 3 November,
and set that date for its departure from Saigon.) Vao
lic d6, moi viéc dang dién tién binh thudng va Phai
doan chua hé hay biét gi vé cudc dao chinh. Chi dén
2 gio chiéu ngay 1-11, Phai doan méi nhan biét dude
nhiing dau hiéu dau tién vé cudc dao chinh, ngay sau
khi da hoan t4t budi phéng van va tré vé tit nha tu
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ctia Trung tAm Tham vdn Nha Téng Giam Déc Canh
sat Quéc gia. (The first indications of the insurrection
reached the Mission at the Hotel Majestic at about 2
p.m. on 1 November. The Mission had just returned
from the Trung-Tam Tham-Van Cua Nha Tong-Giam-
Doc Canh-Sat-Quoc-Gia Prison.) Nhu vay, c¢6 thé két
luan 14 cudc diéu tra da budc vao giai doan cudi cung,
khi nhiing nguoi thuc hién xét thay da hoan tat dudc
tat ca nhiing cong doan can thiét.

Vi Trudng doan ciing khdng dinh diéu nay mot
lan nita khi tir chéi 10i maoi tiép tuc 6 lai cua Hoi dong
Quan nhan Cach mang, néu ro la cong viéc diéu tra
cua Phai doan theo du kién da hoan tat va viéc &
lai thém qua ngay khdi hanh da dinh 14 khong can
thiét. (The Chairman stated that he did not consider
it necessary for the Mission to remain in Viet-Nam
beyond the day it had fixed for its departure, because
it had completed its investigations as contemplated
by its terms of reference.)

Mot doan van khac trong ban Phic trinh cho thiy
Phai doan khong chi hoan tat nhiém vu diéu tra tai Viét
Nam, ma sau khi rdi Viét Nam van tiép tuc nd luc chuén
bi vain ban dé trinh 1én Pai Hoi Péng Lién Hiép Quéc
ding nhu nhiém vu da dudc giao. “Sau khi trd vé Tru sé
Lién Hiép Quéc, Phéi doan da t6 chiic mot sé cude hop dé
xem xét ban bao cao sé trinh 1én Pai Hé1 Pong.” (After
its return to United Nations Headquarters, the Mission
held a number of meetings to consider its report to the
General Assembly.,) N6i cach khac, khong ¢6 ghi nhan
nao trong ban Phic trinh néi rang cudc dao chinh ngay
1-11-1963 da lam gian doan hay tré ngai cho nhiém vu
diéu tra ciia Phai doan.
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Theo mot cach nhin nhan khac, khi phéan tich toan
bo Phic trinh A/5630, ching ta thiy ro tinh hoan
chinh ctia van ban, khéng chi 6 nhiing phan trinh bay
su chuén bi cling nhu phuong thiic 1am viéc ctia Phai
doan, méa con thé hién rit rd trong cAc phan ghi nhan
két qua phong van cac nhan vat lién quan ma Phai
doan da chon lua, dong thoi cling ghi nhéan ca viéc Phai
doan hoan t4t viéc téng hop va hé théng tit ca cic céo
budc nhan duge va da chuyén dén Chinh phu Viét Nam
Cong Hoa. Ban Phic trinh cling ghi nhan ca nhiing y
kién tra 16i cdo budc tit phia Chinh phu, trong dé cé viéc
phti nhan cai chét ctia nii sinh Quach Thi Trang trong
cudc biéu tinh ngay 25-8-1963, ring Chinh phu Viét
Nam khong hé nhan dugc bao cdo nao vé su viéc nay.
(No young girl was killed during the demonstration of
25 August 1963; the Viet-Namese authorities have not
received any report of such an incident.) T4t nhién, tat
ca chiing ta déu biét day 14 mot su phtt nhan hoan toan
d61 tra, bdi cai chét cia Quach Thi Trang c6 su chiing
kién ctia hang ngan nguoi va da gay xdc dong sau xa
trong long hang triéu nguoi khac ntia, nén Chinh pha
khéng thé néi 1a “hoan toan khéng biét”, trit phi ho c&
tinh néi d6i nhu thé.

Nhiing ghi nhan chi tiét va hoan chinh véi day du
cac quy trinh can thiét cia mot cudc diéu tra cho phép
ching ta tin chic rang Phai doan da hoan tit dudc
nhiém vu cta ho va khong chiu anh hudng gi dang
ké tit su kién dao chinh. Tinh hoan chinh nay ciing
duge Gido su Clark ghi nhan va danh gia cao trong
khéo luan cta 6ng, ngay trong cung doan vin via
trich dan trén. Ong viét: “Tuy nhién, viéc b nhiém
Phii doan diéu tra nay da déng gép mot tién 1é quy
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gia, va ban Phiic trinh dé sé ghi chép nhiéu tién trinh
diéu tra cua Phai doan la nhiing gia tri quy bau cho
bat ky phai doan quéc té diéu tra su that nao trong
tuong lai.” (However, the appointment of the Mission
constituted a valuable precedent and its voluminous
report contains much on the Mission’s procedures that
is of value to any future international fact-finder.)

Nhu vay, véi cac yéu to phan tich trén, chiung ta cé
thé tin chic rang Phuc trinh A/5630 14 mot céng trinh
hoan chinh, thé hién day du két qua cta nhiing nd
lyc diéu tra c6 phuong phap khoa hoc, duge thuc hién
bdi mot Phai doan bao gbm nhiéu thanh vién ti cac
nude khac nhau do Lién Hiép Quéc chi dinh va giao
phé nhiém vu mot cach khach quan dé6i véi van dé vi
pham nhan quyén, ma cu thé 1a dan ap Phat gido tai
Viét Nam. Véi miic d6 xac tin nhu thé, chung ta c6 thé
ghi nhan mot s6 sy that quan trong tit ndi dung Phuc
trinh nay nhu sau:

1. B4t hinh déng ton gido 12 co that

Mot trong cac Phu luc duge dua kém theo ban
Phtc trinh 12 noi dung Du s6 10. Qua d6, cdo budc
cta cic nhan chiing 1a ddng that, vi c6 thé d8i chiéu
rd rang v6i van ban nay. Sau khi quy dinh hang loat
céac bién phap kiém soat khit khe ctia Chinh phu déi
v6i tat ca cac ton gido (bi xem nhu cac héi doan), Diéu
44 da cong khai tach riéng Thién Chuda gido ra khoi
tam anh hudng ctia Du s6 10 nhu mét ngoai 1é.

Phai doan cling ghi nhan da s6 tuyét déi tin do
Phat gido trong nhiing nguoi bi giam giti ma ho tiép
xtc. Trude su that nay, vi Trudng doan da chat van
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ong Nguyén Dinh Thuén, B trudng Phu Tong Théng:
“Chung t61 mudén biét tai sao tat ca nhiing nguoi bi
giam gifi, du 1a sinh vién hay cac thanh phan khéc,
déu chi toan 1a tin d6 Phat gido, bao gdm ca cac vi
ting si da tiung tham gia dam phan [v6i Chinh phu]
truée day?” (We would like to know how it is then that
all those people who have been detained, whether
students or others, are only Buddhists, including the
monks, who took part in previous negotiations?)

2. Dan ap Phat gido 1a co that

Viéc bat giam hang loat tang ni Phat ti Viét Nam
ma khong dua ra dugc chiing ct pham t61 nao la mot
su that khong thé pht nhan. Phai doan da tiép xuc
va ghi nhan sy that nay tu cac sinh vién hoc sinh con
dang bi giam trong trai “cai huan” va céc vi ting si
dang con bi giam trong tu. Chinh phu ciing céng khai
thita nhan c6 dén khodng 300 ngudi van con bi giam
gifi. Dé4c biét, Phai doan da tiép xuic duge véi mot s6
vi lanh dao Phat giao dang con bi giam giti la Thich
Tri Tha, Thich Quang Lién, Thich Tam Giac, Thich
Tam Chau, Thich Diic Nghiép, Thich Tién Minh va
cu si Chanh Tri Mai Tho Truyén. Phai doan ciing xac
nhan dudc viée ting ni Phat ti bi thuong tich trong
cudc tan cong cac chua dém 20-8-1963 qua viéc viéng
tham Bénh vién Duy Tan. Rat nhiéu nhan chtng
khéc 1a nhiing ngudi truc tiép bi bat bé, danh dap, da
cung cdp cho Phai doan nhiing chiing ct khong thé
pht nhan vé viéc dan ap Phat gido, ké ca nhiing ddu
vét thuong tat do bi tan cong va danh dap.
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3. Phat giao khong tham gia chinh tri

Trong vén ban chinh thiic ciing nhu qua nhiing
cudc phong van cic thanh vién Chinh phu, luan diéu
xuyén tac dugc lip lai nhiéu 1an nhat 14 cho rang cudc
dau tranh ctia Phat gido mang muc dich chinh tri va
bi kich dong ti nhiing nguci Cong san. Phai doan da
lién tuc 1ap lai yéu cau phia Chinh pht dua ra chiing
cti. Tuy nhién, bat chap nhiing 161 hiia ti cac thanh
vién Chinh phu, cho dé&n phit cudi Phai doan van
khéng nhan duge bat ky van ban nao trong s6 cac vin
ban quan trong ma ho da hiia sé cung cap, bao gbm
cac “tai liéu cua Céng san dugc tim thay trong cac
chua”, “loi khai cua 6ng Piang Ngoc Luu vé Am muu
chuén bi trude cia cong san trong vu Pai Phat Thanh
Hué”, “chiing nhan cia chuyén gia y té rang cac nan
nhan bi chét vi chat né plastic cia Viét cong” v.v... N6i
cach khac, theo thong tin Phai doan thu thap dugc
thi lap luan cua Chinh pht chi 1a nhiing c4o budc mot
chiéu va hoan toan khéng cé chiing ct.

Trong thuc t&, ban Phic trinh khéng ghi nhan bat
ky truong hop nao cho thay c6 moi lién hé gitia cudc
d&u tranh ddi quyén binh ding ton gido ctia Phat gido
v6i cac yéu to chinh tri, cang khéng c6 bat ky lién
quan nao dén cudc dao chinh ctia cac tuéng lanh quan
doi ngay 1-11-1963. Trong suét thoi gian dién ra dao
chinh va sau d6, Phat giao khong cé bat ky mot vai
trd nao lién quan du la rat nho.

4 l~ II ﬂ I h ) ia II ; g ﬂ | I )
. 4 . 4

Hé qua ctua nhiing c4o budc trén 1a viéc quy chup
cho cac lanh dao Phat giao, dac biét 1a Thugng toa
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Thich Tri Quang, mdt dong cd chinh tri, cho rang ho
da st dung phong trao Phat gido nhu mot cong cu
phuc vu muu dé chinh tri.

Tuy nhién, nhu da néi trén, Chinh phu 6ng Diém
khéng thuc su dua ra dude bat ky yéu t6 chiing minh
nao ma chi cdo budc mot chiéu nhu thé. Viéc Phai
doan khoéng tiép xtc duge véi Thuong toa Thich Tri
Quang vi ly do dang ty nan trong Toa Dai st My c6
thé xem nhu mét chiing ct ngugc lai, cho thdy Thudng
toa khong c6 bat ky méi lién quan nao dén cudc dao
chinh, vi truéc va trong khi dao chinh dién ra thi
Thugng toa van ludn trong tinh trang bi c6 1ap hoan
toan, khong dudgc tiép xuc véi bat ky ai bén ngoai Toa
Dai st My.

Do1 v6i tat ca cac vi lanh dao Phat gido khac,
ching ta cting khéng thay ho giti bat ky mot vai tro
nao lién quan dén luc lugng dao chinh, ké ca trude va
sau khi ddo chinh dién ra.

Cudi cung, luc luong dao chinh dugc xac dinh
rd rang la quan doi dudi quyén cac tuéng lanh, con
nguyén nhan dao chinh 12 su bat man ngay cang gia
ting trong dan ching d6i véi Chinh phu 6ng Diém vi
nhiing chinh sach ddc tai, 4p ché. Diéu nay thé hién
rd qua cai chét thé tham cua hai anh em 6ng Diém,
ong Nhu cling v6i su vui miing cua ngudi dan Sai Gon
sau ngay dao chinh, va ngay sau d6 niia 1a su phan
nd ctia ngusi dan mién Trung déi véi 6ng Ngd Dinh
C4n... T4t ca nhiing diéu d6 hoan toan khong lién
quan gi dén cudc d4u tranh doi binh ding ton gido
cua Phat giao.
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No6i mot cach chinh xac hon thi vai tro duy nhat
ctia Phat gidao néu c6, don gian chi nam & viéc Phat
gido chiém mot ty 1é cao trong dan s6, va vi thé ma
da s6 quan nhin tham gia dao chinh déu c6 nguoi
than, gia dinh 1a Phat tt. D6 ¢6 thé 1a mét phan trong
nhiing nguyén nhan va dong luc thic ddy ho tham gia
dao chinh, nhung tuyét d6i khong thé vi thé ma cho
réang phong trao van dong ctia Phat gido c6 lién quan
hay bi chi phéi béi nhiing nguoi ddo chinh. Tuong tu,
c4o budc vé su kich dong ctia phe Cong san ciing hoan
toan voO can cid va la mot su xuyén tac su that.

U MOT VAI NHAN DINH

Cac tac gia cua Phic trinh A/5630 1a nhiing diéu
tra vién hét stc khach quan va day tinh than trach
nhiém. Hon thé niia, phuong phap lam viéc ctia ho
ciing khach quan va khoa hoc, nén nhiing két qua
c6 duge 1a vo cung kha tin. M#c du da xay ra cudc
dao chinh b4t ngs va ché d6 Ngbé Pinh Diém sup do6,
nhung Phai doan van hoan tat cudc diéu tra va tiép
tuc chuédn bi ddy du vin ban, bao gdm toan bd noi
dung Phic trinh va cac phu luc, dé dé trinh lén Ky
hop Thudng nién tht 18 cua Pai Hoi Dong Lién Hiép
Quoéc ding nhu nhiém vu duge giao.

C6 vé nhu day 1a Phai doan Diéu tra dau tién cua
Lién Hiép Quéc da tao ra dugec “mot tién 1é quy gia”
va “nhiing gia tri quy bau cho bat ky phai doan quéc
té diéu tra su that nao trong tuong lai’, theo nhu cach
néi cua Gido su Clark trong khao luan da dan. Tuy
nhién, diéu dic biét nhat xay ra véi Phai doan nay
14 nhiing két qua diéu tra tan tuy nhu thé da khong
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con can thiét phai dua ra thao luan truéc Dai Hoi
Déng Lién Hiép Quéc theo nhu du kién. Diéu nay
duge quyét dinh va ghi lai trong bién ban phién hop
lan th@ 1280 vao ngay 13-12-1963 ctua Dai Hoi Dong
4 tiéu muc 5:

In the light of recent events in South Viet-
Nam, those who proposed Agenda Item 77 have
informed me that they do not feel it would be
useful to discuss the item of this time. Can I
take it that, in the circumstances, the General
Assembly feels it is not necessary to continue
the consideration of item 777
It was so decided.
Trong béi canh nhiing bién c6 gan diy 6 Nam
Viét Nam, nhiing nguoi dé xuat Dé muc 77
trong Nghi trinh da théng bio véi téi rang ho
thay viéc thao luan dé muc 4y trong Ky hop
nay khéng con hitu ich nita. Trong trudong hop
nay, liéu téi c6 thé xem nhu Pai Hoi Pong thdy
rang khéng con can thiét phai tiép tuc xem xét
Dé muc 77?
Va Pai Ho1i Pong da quyét dinh nhu thé.
Nhu vy, nguyén nhan dua dén nhan dinh ring
Dé muc 77 khong con cin thiét phai xem xét niia
chinh 1a vi “nhiing bién c6 gan day”, ttc l1a cudc dao
chinh va su sup d6 caa ché d6 Ngo Pinh Diém. Mic
du vay, ¢ tiéu muc 4 truée d6, vi Chu toa da khéng
quén xac nhan viéc cong bd két qua diéu tra trong
Phc trinh A/5630:

Its report has just been issued [A/5630]. In
this connexion, I must sincerely thank MTr.
Pazhwak and Mr. Amor and all the members of
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the mission for the full and detail report which
they have submitted and which they adopted
unanimously.

Phiic trinh cia [Phai doan] vira dugc céng b6
[véi s6 hiéu A/5630]. Trong béi canh nay, téi
phai chan thanh cam on 6ng Pazhwak va 6ng
Amor cung tat ca thanh vién cia Phai doan vi
da dé trinh mét ban Phiic trinh chi tiét va day
du véi su déng thuan tuyét doi.

Diéu nay mot lan niia cho thay tinh hoan chinh
va gia tri x4c thuc ctia ban Phuc trinh nay, ciing nhu
tai khdng dinh viéc khéng dua ban Phuc trinh ra thao
luan xem xét chi don gidn vi diéu d6 khéng con can
thiét niia, chtd hoan toan khong phai do két qua cua
viéc diéu tra.

Mic du vay, ching toi hét stic ngac nhién khi doc
thay doan sau day trong cung bai viét cia 6ng Nguyén
Van Luc mang tua dé “Lién Hiép Quéc va cudc khiing
hoang Phat gido 1963, @3 dan trong mot phan truéc.
Néu nhu 6 doan truée 6ng Luc chi trich dAn méot cach
gian tiép va khong day du, thi phan trich dan duéi
day lai sai léch hoan toan va khién cho ngudi doc phai
hoang mang vi khong hiéu duge 6ng dang st dung tai
liéu theo phuong thtc nao. Ong Nguyén Van Luc vita
nhan dinh mang tinh két luan viia trich dan nhu sau:

“Cho nén, ban Phic trinh cua Phai doan diéu tra
LHQ dudgc cong bo vao ngay 13-12-1963 da cé6 doan
két luan nhu sau ra khdéi moi mong muén ctua cap
lanh dao Phat gido tranh dau:

“Nhiing t6 cdo dé trinh 1én Dai Hoi Pong LHQ
nham chéng chinh quyén Ngé Pinh Diém khéng
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diing viing sau khi phai doan diéu tra mét cach
khach quan. Khéng hé c¢é ky thi ciing nhu dan
4p ton gido ciing khéng hé c6 su dung cham
dén tu do tin ngudng. Khéng thé c¢6 mét cach
nao khéac dé phan do4n nhiing dit kién thuc té,
nhiing va cham gitta mét hé phai, ma khoéng
phai la toan thé cong dong Phat ti Viét Nam
v6i chinh quyén Ngoé Pinh Diém hoan toan cé
tinh cach chinh tri. Pa sé thanh vién cua phai
doan diéu tra déu déng y véi Chu tich Uy ban.”
Report of the United Nations Facts Finding
Mission to South Viet Nam. Washington: US
government printing office, 1964, 254 trang
Ban Phdc trinh nay duge LHQ cong bé ngay
13-12-1963, hon hai thang sau ngay dao chinh
1-11-1963.

“Trich ban dich tiéng Viét cia Nguyén Vy Khanh
trong cuén “Nbé luc hoa binh dang dd” (Une autre
paix manquée). Bién ¢6 Phat gido 1963 ching nhiing
12 mot that bai thé tham vé mat chinh tri, quan su
ma con 1a mot that bai ca vé mét ton gido niia.” (Hét
trich)’

Trude hét, ching ta hay néi vé phuong thic su
dung vin ban. Ong Luc néi ring “ban Phic trinh...
... ¢6 doan két luan nhu sau”, nén ham y phan trich
dAn tiép theo dudc rit ra ti Phic trinh A/5630. Tiép
theo, 6 cudi doan trich, 6ng ghi nguén: “Report of the
United Nations Facts Finding Mission to South Viet
Nam. Washington: US government printing office,
1964, 254 trang”. Nhu vay, c6 thé hiéu day 1a mét

' Co6 thé xem bai viét clia dng Nguyén Van Luc tai day: http://
motgoctroi.com/DienDan/Dd_Chinhtri/LHQ_VudanapPG.htm
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ban in lai, vi ban do Lién Hiép Quéc cong bs khong
c6 ngudn tu “Washington: US government printing
office” va dugc in trang khé 16n, chi danh s6 dén trang
93 1a hét. Tiép theo niia, 6ng lai ghi “I'rich ban dich
tiéng Viét cia Nguyén Vy Khanh trong cuén ‘Né luc
hoa binh dang d&’ (Une autre paix manquée). Nhu
vay, ngudi doc phai hiéu 14 ca hai phan ghi ngudn &
trén 6ng Luc déu ghi lai theo ban dich tiéng Viét cua
ong Nguyén Vy Khanh, va éng Khanh thi trich lai tai
liéu nay trong tap sach ciia minh. Piéu khé hiéu 6 day
la tén sach ctia 6ng Khanh dudc chi thém bang tiéng
Phap, trong khi tén tai lidu truéc dé ghi bang tiéng
Anh. Nhu vay, r6t cudc ngudi doc khong thé hiu duge
14 6ng Luc da st dung lai tai liéu nay dich tu tiéng
Anh hay tu tiéng Phap?

Do diém thic méic nay, ching t6i da di tim quyén
sach ma 6ng Nguyén Van Luc trich dan va thay tén
sach diy du 14 “Ngé Pinh Diém va né Iuc hoa binh
dang dé”, nguyén ban cua tac gid Nguyén Van Chau
v6l tén 1la “Ngé Dinh Diém en 1963, une autre paix
manquée”. Nhu vay, 6ng Nguyén Vy Khanh da dich
ti ban tiéng Phap ctia 6ng Nguyén Vin Chau; ong
Nguyén Vin Chau thi trich lai néi dung ban Phic
trinh vao trong sach ctia minh, va roi éng Nguyén Vin
Luc trich lai tit ban dich tiéng Viét cua Nguyén Vy
Khanh. That 12 mot quy trinh phtic tap khién ching
t61 hoan toan khéng hiéu dudc vi sao 6ng Nguyén Vin
Luc khéng st dung truc tiép nguyén ban tiéng Anh
(hoéc tiéng Phap) cua Phic trinh A/5630, von dudc
luu hanh rong rai va rat dé dang tiép can?

Mit khac, toan bd doan trich dan cia 6ng Nguyén
Vin Luc khong dugc tim thay 6 bat ky phan nao trong
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nodi dung ban Phic trinh A/5630. V6i cach st dung
tai liéu “hén hop” nhu viia phan tich trén, ching ta
khong thé biét dudc su sai léch nay da c6 ti ban in lai
cua “US government printing office” hay tu su trich
din ctia 6ng Nguyén Van Chau, hay sai léch qua ban
dich ciia Nguyén Vy Khanh, ma ciing c¢6 thé tit chinh
su trich din ctia 6ng Nguyén Vian Luc. Mot kha nang
suy doan khac niia 12 6ng Nguyén Vin Luc (hay 6ng
Nguyén Vian Chau) c6 thé da trich doan van trén tu
mot tai liéu nao khac nhung da ghi ngudn sai léch 1a
ban Phiic trinh A/5630 nay cua Lién Hiép Quéc. Cho
du 1a bat nguodn ti dau thi két qua cudi cung van la
mot su sai lam hoan toan, khién cho nhiing ngudi doc
khong c6 diéu kién ti€p cAn nguyén ban sé hiéu sai vé
noi dung Phic trinh A/5630.

Nhu vay, vé mat van ban thi doan trich trén day
cua 6ng Nguyén Van Luc hoan toan khéng cé gia tri
xac tin, bdi khi tham chiéu dén van ban goc thi hoan
toan khong co.

Xét vé y nghia thi doan trich nay ciing c6 hang
loat nhiing diém sai l1am rd rét. Chdng han nhu cau:
“Nhiing t6 cdo dé trinh Ién Dai Hoi Péng LHQ nham
chéng chinh quyén Ngé Dinh Diém” 1a hoan toan
sai lam. Van ban t6 cdo duy nhat dudc dé trinh lén
Dai Héi Déng Lién Hiép Qudc vao ngay 4-9-1963 1a
Thinh nguyén thu cta ctia 16 nude thanh vién, va ho
chi néu ra nhiing cdo budc vi pham nhan quyén dé
yéu cAu tim hiéu su that, cht khéng “nhdm chéng
chinh quyén Ngé Pinh Diém”. T4t ca nhiing cio budc
khac ma Phai doan diéu tra da thu thap va gti dén
Chinh pht Ngo Dinh Diém 1a mo6t phan trong tién
trinh diéu tra va chi dugc dé trinh 1én Dai Hoi Dong
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Lién Hiép Quéc sau khi soan thao hoan chinh Phic
trinh A/5630. Muc dich diéu tra cia Phai doan dugc
xac dinh tit ddu 1a @€ tim hiéu su that vé nhiing céo
budc da nhan dudge, hoan toan khong c6 y do “chéng
chinh quyén Ngbé Pinh Diém”.

Va khi doan trich nay néi “Nhiing té co... ...khéng
diing viing sau khi phai doan diéu tra mét cach khach
quan” thi rd rang chi 1a kiéu két luAn mét chiéu, vo
cdn ci va cd tinh xuyén tac. Mot két luan nhu thé
ching nhiing hoan toan khéng c6 trong ban Phuc
trinh, ma nhiing doc gia sang sudt cing khéng thé
tu rat ra két luan nhu thé tio nhiing gi duge trinh
bay trong ban Phic trinh. Hon thé niia, cau tiép theo
lai cang di xa hon khi khing dinh: “Khéng hé cé ky
thi ciing nhu dan ap tén gido ciing khéng hé cé su
dung cham dén tu do tin ngudng.” Doc gia da xem qua
nhiing trich din ti ban Phic trinh nay, véi nhiing
su that ma chinh Chinh quyén Ngé Dinh Diém ciing
phai thita nhan nhu bit giam ting ni Phat ti (300
ngudi van con bi giam khi Phai doan dén Viét Nam),
danh dap gay thuong tich (Phai doan da truc tiép gip
nhiing ngudi bi thuong va ca bac si diéu tri tai Bénh
vién Duy T4n) v.v... vy phai hiéu nhu thé nao vé 15
khang dinh trén? Diéu nay chi c¢6 thé duge dua ra
bdi mot ngusi chua tiing doc qua ban Phuc trinh nay,
ho#c ¢6 doc qua nhung cé tinh b6p méo su that vi mot
¥ d6 nao do.

Nhung d61 véi nhiing ai da dude xem qua noi dung
Phuc trinh A/5630 thi mot 16i khéng dinh nhu trén sé
khong thé lam thay ddi duge gi trong nhan thic caa
ho vé su that, ma chi c6 thé goi lén &4n tugng vé mot 16i
néi déi hoan toan khong cé stic thuyét phuc.
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Chinh tit nhiing khing dinh v6 cin ct nhu thé,
ong Nguyén Van Luc da di dén mot két luan cling
hoan toan vo cin ct: “Bién c6 Phat gido 1963 ching
nhiing la mot that bai thé tham vé mét chinh tri, quan
su ma con la mot that bai ca vé mat ton gido nia.”

Qua nhiing gi ching ta di tim hiéu trong cac
phan trén, cAu vian nay hoan toan sai 1am bdéi né phé
phan va két luan vé nhiing gi khong thuc sy hién
htiu. Phong trao Phat gido 1963 khong c6 bat ky méi
lién hé nao dén chinh tri, quan su, bdi thé khong thé
c6 su that bai hay thanh cong trong nhiing 1anh vuc
nay. Con vé mét ton gido, Phat gido dua ra 5 nguyén
vong c¢6 thé quy chiéu vé mét pham tra duy nhat 1a
binh ding ton gido. Su binh ding d6 khong thé dat
duge tir chinh pht Ngb Dinh Diém, bdi né da sup do,
nhung qua nhiing gi ma Phat gido da phai chiu dung
nhu dau thuong, mat mat, dan ap, ti day... thi chic
chén nhiing ngudi k& nhiém it nhat ciing phai rat ra
duge mot bai hoc ring: dan ap bang bao luc khong
thé 1a giai phap dé dat dude quyén luc chinh tri bén
viing. Phat gido da phai hy sinh qué nhiéu dé c6 duge
bai hoc quy gia dé, nhung chic chin mot diéu né sé
vo cung hiiu ich trong viéc han ché su lip lai cia mot
chinh sach dan ap khac. Phat gido chua tiing va cting
sé khong bao gic xem day 12 mot thanh cong cua cudc
dau tranh, nhung it nhat thi véi két qua tat yéu do,
phong trao Phat gido 1963 ciing khong phai la vd
nghia.

Da c6 nhiing nhan dinh sai 1am khi lién két
phong trao d&u tranh doi binh ddng cta Phat gido
nidm 1963 véi nhiing muc dich chinh tri, hoéc két hop
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nhiing bién cd chinh tri cia nim 1963 va sau dé dé
danh gia va phé phan vé Phat gido. Nhiing diéu nay
14 hoan toan vo ly va bat cong, bdi xét cho cung thi
cudc dau tranh cua Phat gido ndm 1963 chi 14 mot
cudc dau tranh ty vé, khi nhiing nhiing nguci Phat
t sau nhiéu nam nhin nhuc chiu dung da khéng con
kha ning tiép tuc chiu dyng dugc niia. Va nhu thé,
ho khéng con lya chon nao khac, khong c¢6 con duong
nao khac, ngoai viéc phai néi 1én tiéng néi cua minh
mot cach 6n hoa, cho du diéu d6 da dan dén hang
loat nhiing dau thuong mat mat, dan ap, tu day... nhu
ching ta da thay.

Sai lam 16n nhat cia Chinh pht Ngo Dinh Diém
la ho da khong chiu nhin nhan Phat gido nhu mot
phan khong thé tach rdi cta dan toc. Va vi thé, khi ho
thdng tay dan ap Phat gido thi diéu t4t y&u 14 ho ciing
dang lam thuong tén ca dan toc nay, véi hon 80% la
tin d6 Phat gido vao thoi diém d6. Chinh vi vay, tuy
ho nhédm dén d6i tugng dan ap 1a Phat gido, nhung hé
qua t&t yéu ma ho phai nhan lanh lai 1a sy m4t hin
long dan. Do dé, Chinh quyén Diém d& sup d6 ma
khong c¢6 dude du chi mét giot nuée mét thuong tiée
cua ngudi dan, ma chi ¢6 nhiing nu cudi man nguyén
v6i “niém han hoan dugc thay trén duong phé con
vuot hon ca niém vui ngay Tét”.!

! Trich w0 Dién van s§ 875 cla Dai si Cabot Lodge gli vé Bo
Ngoai Giao My ngay 2 thang 11 nam 1963. Ong da viét: “I'm
told that the jubilation in the streets exceeds that which comes
every new year.” (Ngudi ta bdo t6i rang, niém han hoan dugc
thay trén dudng phd con vugt hon ca niém vui ngay Tét.)
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TiNH HINH CHINH QUYEN
NGO PINH DIEM
TRONG NAM 1963
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NHIEU NGAN SI QUAN VIET NAM CONG
HOA CAI PAO DE TIEN THAN

L&i ngudi dich: Ban Ghi Nhé nay trich tu kho
hé so da giai mat caa Bo Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky, ké
vé cudc néi chuyén trong thang 1-1962 véi Gido su
Tién Si Wesley Fishel, trong nhém chuyén gia cua
Dai Hoc Michigan State University, néi vé tinh hinh
ché& do 6ng Diém ngay cang xa lia dan téi mic nguy
hiém. Buéi néi chuyén tai nha 6ng Mendenhall, C&
van Chinh tri Toa Dai St My, va Ban Ghi Nhé nay
duge Mendenhall thuc hién. Nguci thit 3 ¢6 mat 1a
ong Corcoran, thuoc Bé Tu Lénh Quan Luc Hoa Ky 6
Thai Binh Duong.

Gi4o su Fishel 1a ban than cta Téng thong Ngo
Pinh Diém. Ong Diém khi séng luu vong 6 Hoa Ky
nhiing nam dau thap nién 1950 da gap va két than véi
Fishel, Pho gido su Khoa hoc Chinh tri tai Michigan
State University (MSU). Mot thoi gian sau, khi git
chtic Phé Giam Déc Viéen Nghién Ctu Céng Quyén
cua MSU, Fishel da moi 6ng Ngoé Dinh Diém giti chitic
tham v&n Pong Nam A cho vién.

Nho két than véi Fishel va trong chtc vu tham
van 6 Pai hoc MSU, 6ng Diém tim dudc nhiéu hé trg
chinh tri ti quan hé Thién Chua giao Hoa Ky va giéi
cong quyén dé duge dua vé lam Tha Tuéng Nam VN
vao thang 7-1954. Dé tra on, 6ng Diém mdi Fishel
lam c6 van, va Fishel tré thanh ngudsi than tin nhat
cua 6ng Diém ngoai gia toc.

Khi S6 Hgp Tac Quéc Té Hoa Ky (U. S.
International Cooperation Administration, USICA)
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vién trg, dng Diém yéu cau phai c6 vién trg k§ thuat
tit MSU, va Fishel da t6 chtic mét nhoém chuyén gia
sang gitp Viét Nam 6n dinh kinh t&, sip xép hé thong
cong quyén, ké ca hudn luyén canh sat can vé va canh
sat chong phién loan. T 1955 t6i 1962, nhém chuyén
gia Dai hoc MSU c¢6 van cho nhiéu Bo, Nha, Sé cua
Viét Nam Cong Hoa.

Doi nét vé tinh hinh nidm 1962 tir Ban Ghi nhé
(Memorandum of Conversation) nay:

- Trong sd quin, can, chinh Viét Nam Cong Hoa
ma Gido su Fishel da quen biét, c6 van va huin
luyén nhiéu nam truée, chi con 3% la tng ho
ong Diém.

- Nhiéu vién chtic néi v6i Gido su Fishel ho s&n
sang chién dau cho dit nuéc, nhung khong
mudn chién dau cho nha Ngé.

- Nhiéu ngan si quan Quan luc Viét Nam Cong
Hoa d& cai dao, theo Thién Chua gido dé tién
than. Chinh Linh Muc Giai T6i ctia Téng thong
Diém ciing ké lai diéu nay vé6i vé “hét stic dau
budn”.

- Gi4o su Fishel néi, c6 3 Bo trudng cai dao sang
Thién Chua giao.

Tac gia soan thao 1a 6ng Mendenhall, ban Viét

dich ctia Cu si Nguyén Giac, duge trinh bay song ngii
Anh Viét.
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HO SO SO 24: BAN GHI NHO CUOC NOI CHUYEN TAI
NHA ONG MENDENHALL, SAI GON, 16-1-1962'

Saigon, ngay 16 thang 1 nam 1962

Dé tai: Tinh hinh tai [Nam] Viét Nam
Nguoi tham du:

- Tién si Wesley Fishel, Gido su Dai hoc Michigan
State University

- Thomas J. Corcoran, Phu ta Cé van Chinh tri,
B6 Tu lénh Quan luc Hoa ky Thai Binh Ducng
(CINCPAC)

- Joseph A. Mendenhall, C6 van Chinh tri

Ong Corcoran va t6i [Mendenhall] d& c6 budi néi
chuyén véi Tién si Fishel tai nha toi, tiép theo sau
cudc noéi chuyén véi Tién si Fishel vao ngay 5-1-1962
(ma t6i c6 bao cao trong mot ban ghi nhé).? Cac diém
chinh trong cudc néi chuyén duge ghi lai nhu sau:

1. Tién si Fishel néi réng, trong 2 tuan 1& ¢ day,

ong da noéi chuyén véi khoang 100 nguci Viét
Nam, trong dé6 chi c6 3 ngudi ung ho chinh phu
ong Diém, va 2 trong 3 ngucsi d6 noéi ho chi ung
ho v6i su de dat. Ong néi ring nhiing cudc doi

' Ngudn: Trung tdm van kh& qudc gia (Washington National
Records Center), RG 84, Hb so Toa Pai st Sai Gon: FRC 68 A
5159, 350-GVN. Ho so Mat. Soan bdi Mendenhall ngay 17-1-
1962. Budi gap nhau & nha riéng clia Mendenhall. Mot pho ban
khac luu & Bo Ngoai Giao, trong kho ho so Vietham Working
Group Files: Lot 66 D 193, 14, GVN, 1962, Political Situation,
General. Ban Ghi Nh§ nay gti t6i Toa Pai st My, B6 Tu Lénh
Quan Luc Hoa Ky Thai Binh Duang, va B6 Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky.

2 Van ban nay da mat, khong tim lai dugc.
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24. MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION,
MENDENHALL’S RESIDENCE, SAIGON, JANUARY
16, 1962’

Saigon, January 16, 1962
SUBJECT: Situation in Viet-Nam

PARTICIPANTS:

- Dr. Wesley Fishel, Professor, Michigan State
University

- Mr. Thomas J. Corcoran, Deputy Political Advisor,
CINCPAC

- Joseph A. Mendenhall, Counselor for Political
Affairs

Mr. Corcoran and | had a conversation with Dr. Fishel
at my house following up the conversation (already
reported by memorandum?) which | had with Fishel
on January 5. The main points emerging from this
conversation were as follows:

1. Dr. Fishel said that he had now talked, during his
two weeks here, with about 100 Vietnamese, of
whom only three were supporters of the Diem

' Source: Washington National Records Center, RG 84, Saigon
Embassy Files: FRC 68 A 5159, 350-GVN. Confidential.
Drafted by Mendenhall on January 17. The meeting was held
in Mendenhall’s Residence. Another copy is in Department of
State, Vietnam Working Group Files: Lot 66 D 193, 14,GVN,
1962, Political Situation, General. Distributed throughout the
Embassy, to CINCPAC, and to the Department of State

2 Not found.
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thoai nay bao gém nhiing ngudi 6ng da noéi
chuyén trong chuyén di 4 ngay via két thic &
vung Kontum, Quang Tri, khu vuc vi tuyén 17
va khu vic Nha Trang. Ngay ca & ving ngoai
6 Sai Gon, éng ciing thuong gép thai do “sdn
sang chién dau cho dat nudc, nhung tai sao
phai lam thé cho gia dinh ho Ngé6”. Khoang
90% nhiing nguoi 6ng tiép chuyén da quen biét
ong trong thoi gian 5 ndm 6ng séng tai Viét
Nam, tir 1954 t6i 1958, va nhiéu ngudi trong s6
nay lic d6 tng ho 6ng Diém manh mé. Ong néi
riang, nhiing cudc néi chuyén d6 tai xac nhan
4n tugng ma 6ng da bay to trong 1an trao doi
truée day véi toi vé tinh hinh suy sup thé tham
vi thé chinh tri cta 6ng Diém, ké ti 14n viéng
tham trudc vao nam 1959. Fishel néi, 6ng qua
dau budn trudc tinh canh nay, dén ndi 6ng gan
nhu uéc gi minh da khong dén Viét Nam.

. Fishel hoi t6i xem c6 biét chuyén nhiéu ngan

s1 quan quin doi da cai dao theo Thién Chua
gido bdi vi xem day 1a cach dé tién than dudi
ché @6 Ngoé Dinh Diém. Téi tra 16i 1a khong
biét, va dng noéi 6ng biét duge diéu nay tit chinh
Dtic Cha Giai Téi cua 6ng Diém. Vi linh muc
nay da ung ho 6ng Diém ngay tu dau va da ké
cho Tién si Fishel nghe diéu nay véi vé hét stic
dau budn. Tién si Fishel néi rang 6ng da truc
tiép trai nghiém diéu dé trong nhiing chuyén
di m4iy ngay qua & vung nong thon, khi mot
thiéu ta ma éng quen trudc d6 ké véi ong vé
viéc 6ng ta cai dao theo Thién Chua gido va
bi hai [trang 46] néi ring day 1a cach dé tién
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Government, and two of those supported it with
reservations. He said that these conversations
included persons he had talked to on a 4-day trip
he has just concluded to the Kontum area, Quang
Tri and the 17th Parallel, and the Nha Trang
area. Even outside of Saigon he said he often
encountered the attitude, “I am willing to fight for
my country, but why do it for the Ngo family.” He
said he knew 90% of the persons talked to from his
5-year stay in Viet-Nam from 1954 to 1958, and
many of them were at that time strong supporters
of Diem. He said that these conversations have
reaffirmed the impression he expressed during
our previous talk about the grave deterioration of
the political position of Diem since his last visit in
1959. Fishel said he was so depressed by this
that he almost wished that he had not come to
visit Viet-Nam.

2. Fishel asked whether | was aware that thousands

of officers in the armed forces had been converted
to Catholicism because they consider this the
way to get ahead under the Diem Government. |
told him | had not been aware of this, and he said
he received this information from Diem’s own
Father-Confessor, who was one of the original
supporters of Diem and told Fishel this in great
sorrow. Fishel said that he had direct experience
bearing on this point during his travels the past
few days in the countryside when a major he
had known previously told Fishel about his
conversion to Catholicism and cynically [Page
46] indicated that this was the way to get ahead
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than trong ché do6 Diém. Fishel néi 6ng ciing
biét rang c6 3 ong Bo Trudng da cai dao theo
Thién Chua gido, trong d6 c6 6ng Thuan.'

. Fishel mo ta vé bau khéng khi chan nan, uu

tram trong cic nhan su cta Téng Théng Phu,
hau hét trong d6 6ng da quen biét ti nhiéu
niam. Ong néi ¢6 2 ngudi trong d6 tham chi da
ta nude mét khi ké lai, khéc vi su suy sup cua
Chinh pht. Ong néi ho ké vé6i 6ng ring ho tiép
tuc tim cach ngan can “ho” (nghia 1a gia dinh
nha Ngb va than tin) khong chiém giti hét moi
thit, v6i niém hy vong ring roi sé c6 bién doi
nhu thé nao d6 xay ra.

. Fishel néi rang chuyén di ciia 6ng téi ving

nong thon da cho 6ng thiy c6 vai yéu td hy
vong cin ban vé tinh hinh (chéng han nhu tinh
hinh huén luyén xuét sic va tinh than cao cia
cac Biét Dong Quan 6 Trung TaAm Huén Luyén
Biét Dong Quan Nha Trang, va ly tudng nhiét
tinh thay rd ctia nhiéu chién binh ma éng gép
trong chuyén di). Tuy nhién, 6ng néi rang chi
riéng nhiing cai cach kinh t& va quan su gan
day cua chinh phu sé khong du tao ra bat ky
thay d6i nén tang nao d6i vé6i khuynh huéng
chéng chinh phu. Diéu can c6 thém hién nay la
mot cti chan dong tam ly. Khi dugdc hdi diéu gi
ong nghi 1a can thiét, Fishel cho biét 6ng quyét
dinh xin giit im lang (hién nhién, béi vi rat khoé
cho 6ng dua ra cic dé xuat bat 1¢i cho su nghiép
chinh tri ctia 6ng Diém, ngusi ma 6ng xem la
ban than tu qua lau).

! Tic Bo Trudng Nguyén Dinh Thuan.
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under this Government. Fishel said he had also
learned that three Cabinet ministers have taken
up Catholicism, including Thuan.

. Fishel described the discouraging, depressing

atmosphere among the personnel of the
Presidency, most of whom he has known closely
for years. He said two of them even described
with tears in their eyes the deterioration in the
administration of the Government. He said they
indicated to him that they are continuing to hold
on to prevent “‘them” (meaning the Ngo family and
close adherents) from taking over everything,
and in the hope that some kind of change will
occur.

. Fishel said that his trip through the countryside

had shown him that there are some basically
hopeful factors in the situation (for example, the
excellent training and morale of the Rangers he
saw at the Ranger Training Center in Nha Trang,
and the obvious dedication of many of the military
personnel whom he encountered on this trip). He
stated, however, that the military and economic
reforms recently undertaken by the Government
will not alone produce any fundamental change
in the trend against the Government. What is
needed in addition is a psychological shock.
When asked just what he thought was necessary
he decided to remain discreetly silent (obviously
because it comes very hard for him to put forth
suggestions adverse to the political fortunes of
Diem to whom he has been close for so long).
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Cac co quan tinh bao sau day da tham du vao viéc
soan thdo ban danh gia nay:

- S6 Tinh Bao Trung Uong (CIA) va cac s6 tinh
bao cua cac Bo Ngoai Giao, Quéc Phong,

- Luc Quan, Hai Quan, Khong Quan, va S6 An
Ninh Quéc Gia (NSA).

Va dugc su déng thuan cua:

- Giam Déc Nghién Ctiu va Tinh Bao, Bo Ngoai
Giao

- Giam Déc, Sé Tinh Bao Quéc Phong (DIA)

- Chanh Trg Ly Sé Tinh Béo, Bo Luc Quan

- Chanh Trg Ly S6 Tinh Bao Hai Quan, Bo Hai
Quéan

- Chanh Trg Ly Sé Tinh Bio, Khong Luc Hoa Ky

- Giam Déc S6 An Ninh Quéc Gia

Khoéng c6 y kién ctia cic co quan sau day vi van
dé ndm ngoai linh vuc hoat dong cta ho:

- Dai Dién Uy Héi Nang Lugng Hat Nhan clia
Uy ban Tinh Bao Hoa Ky (United States
Intelligence Board - USIB).

- Tro Ly Giam Déc Cuc Diéu Tra Lién Bang (FBI).

L&i ngudi dich: H6 so mat nay ¢6 tAm quan trong
dac biét vi do tat ca cac sd tinh bao Hoa Ky c6 pham
vi hai ngoai cung tham gia soan, duyét va duc két, dé
trinh ngay 10 thang 7 ndm 1963, mét thang sau ngay
Hoa Thugng Thich Quang Dtc vi phap thiéu than.
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Nhiing diém chinh ghi nhan tit hé s6 nay:

1.

Nguoi dan bat man ché do 6ng Diém ti lau va
rong khip (xem cac doan A, doan 2, 4, 14).

. Ché& d6 6ng Diém da thién vi cho Thién Chuda

giao, chén ép cac ton gido khac (xem doan 2, 4,
14).

. Phat gido khong phai 1a mét thé luc ddi lap,

ciing khong c6 ¥ mudn két hgp thanh mot khoi
doi lap rong rai, va sé hai long néu chinh phu
ong Diém thuc hién cic cam két (xem doan 3,
6,9, 14).

. Phat gido VN da dudc nhiéu chinh pht quéc

té& ing ho cong khai, 1én tiéng truée Lién Hiép
Quoéc phan do6i ché do 6ng Diém (xem doan 8).

. Ong Diém 14 ngudi trao trd. Trong qua khi, 6ng

Diém da ting hia roéi lat ngude (xem doan 9).

. Ong Nhu cting rén, doi 6ng Diém dep bd cac

cam két v6i Phat gido (xem doan 12, 13, 16).

. Téng Giam Muc Ngo Dinh Thuc 1a mot thé luc

chinh tri (xem doan 3, 13).

8. Su kién ngay 8/5/1963, Phat ti tu tap 6 Dai Phat

Thanh Hué bi xe boc sit va linh nd stng lam
nhiéu ngudi chét, c6 vai tré em. Chinh quyén
d6 16i c6 Viét cong khiing bé. Ho so mat nay cta
tinh bao My néi, ¢6 chiing ¢6 do linh cua chinh
phti 6ng Diém tham sat (xem doan 3).

Ngoai ra, ciing can chd ¥ dén béi canh xuat hién
ctua ho so nay:

- Ngay 30-5-1963, canh sat va mat vu vay chua
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- Ngay 31-5-1963 sinh vién tat ca cac phan khoa

Vién Dai Hoc Hué hoi nghi tai chua Tu Dam,
kién nghi Téng théng va Chinh phu gidi quyét
nim nguyén vong cua Phat gido, thuc thi chinh
sach tu do, dan chu va binh ding, chdm dut
dung thu doan véi tin d6 Phat gido.

- Ngay 1-6-1963, tai Hué, mot cudc biéu tinh va

tuyét thuc 16n dudc t6 chiic. Tai Sai Gon va cac
tinh nhiéu cudc biéu tinh, tuyét thuc. Tai Chua
An Quang va Chua X4 Lgi, 800 ngudi tuyét
thuec.

- Ngay 3-6-1963, tai Hué, canh sat va quan doi

vl trang chan dudng khéng cho doan biéu tinh
dén chua. Quan ching ngbi xuéng dudng, chip
tay huéng vé chua Tu Dam cau nguyén thi bi
canh sat dung luu dan cay va quan khuyén giai
tan. Hoa thugng Tri Thu kéu goi dan ngung
biéu tinh. Khi doan ngudi vé t6i Bén Ngu thi bi
don vi canh sat khac t4n céng bang luu dan cay
va luu dan khoi.

- Ngay 4-6-1963 canh sat phong téa cac chua T

Pam, Bao Quéc va Linh Quang. Quan ching
kéo 1én chua nhung bi ngan lai. Pam dong
dong loat ngdi xuéng dudng cau nguyén. Canh
sat dung lyu dan cay va quan khuyén t4n cong,
lam 142 ngudi bi thuong, trong d6 49 ngudi bi
thuong ning. Cac chua X4 Lgi, An Quang, Giéc
Minh, Tt Quang, Bao Quéc, Tt Pam va Linh
Quang hoan toan bi ¢o 1ap va bi cit dién nude.
Chinh quyén dua tai liéu Mat Tran Giai Phéng
Mién Nam véao cac chua rdi luc soat dé vu céo
cac Tang Ni va Phat tt theo Cong San. Tai cac
tinh, cac chua tru sé cia Gido hoi Phat giao
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Viét Nam va Gido Hoi Tang Gia déu bi phong
téa. Ong Diém lap Uy ban Lién bo dé nghién
ctiu nguyén vong ctia Phat gido, do Phé téng
théng Nguyén Ngoc Tho diing dau. Uy Ban nay
hop véi ny Ban Lién Phai cua Phat gido. Dol
thoai khéng két qua, trong khi chinh quyén
vAn xiét chiat. Uy Ban Lién Phai ra lénh tiép
tuc dau tranh.

- Ngay 27-5-1963, hoa thuong Thich Quang Dtc

67 tudi, tru tri chiia Quan Am (Gia Dinh) viét
mot 14 thu cho Gido Hoéi Tang Gia Toan Quéc
tinh nguyén tu thiéu.

- Ngay 11-6-1963, tai nga tu duong Lé Van

Duyét - Phan Dinh Phung, ding 10 gic sang,
hoa thuogng Thich Quang Dtc tu thiéu trong
tu thé kiét gia trudc su chiing kién ctia hang
tram quan ching va Phat ti. Chiéu 11-6-1963,
chinh quyén phong téa chuia X4 Loi 6 Sai Gon,
noi dé di thé cta Hoa thuong Thich Quang Dic.

- Ngay 14-6 dén 2 gid sang ngay 16-6-1963, Uy

Ban Lién Phai va Uy Ban Lién B hop, dua ra
Thong Cao Chung véi su chdp thuan cua Chu
tich Téng Hoi Phat giao Viét Nam, Dai ldo Hoa
thugng Thich Tinh Khiét va Téng théng Ngo
Dinh Diém. Ban vin quy dinh vé treo cd ton
gido, sé tach cac ton gido ra khéi du s 10 dé
cho dao luat vé ton gido sé do Quéc hoi thong
qua cudi ndm 1963 hodc dau ndm 1964, Chinh
pht hita tha cac Phat t bi bit nhiing ngay qua,
htta bo luat khéit khe vé xay chua d6i véi Phat
gido, hiia ctiu xét viéc trung phat cac vién chic
c6 161 trong su kién Phat dan ngay 8-5-1963...

(THE SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM)

- Ngay 18-6-1963, Vin phong Tong thong gtii mat

dién s6 1432/VP/TT cho nhiing ngudi c6 trach
nhiém, ra lénh tam thoi nhugng bo phong trao
Phat gi4o, chuén bi du luan dé phan cong, dong
thoi thanh triing nhiing nhan vién nha nudc
ung ho Phat gido. Mot ban sao ciia mat dién lot
vao tay ctia Uy Ban Lién Phai.

- Ngay 26-6-1963, Hoa thugng Thich Tinh Khiét

gti thu cho Téng théng Ngo Pinh Diém td cao
cac hanh dong trén 1a Am muu chéng Phat gido,
td cdo chinh quyén tiép tuc dan ap Phat gido,
t6 cao Ngbé Pinh Nhu ¢6 ¥ dinh td chiic cudc
biéu tinh ctia Thanh Nién Cong Hoa dé yéu cau
chinh phtu duyét lai ban Thong cao chung.

- Ngay 7-7-1963, chinh quyén dem nhiing ngudi

tham gia ddo chinh ngay 11-11-1960 ra xét xu
trong d6 c6 nha van Nhat Linh Nguyén Tuong
Tam. Trong ngay 7-7, nha vin Nhat Linh da ty
sat bang rugu pha doc dudc.

- Ngay 9-7-1963, Bo No6i1 Vu ban hanh nghi dinh

358-BNV/KS 4n dinh thé thiic treo ¢ Phat gido
cho Téng Hoi Phat giao Viét Nam. Tuy nhién
phia Phat gido lai két luan chinh pht dang gay
chia ré gitia Téng Ho6i Phat gido Viét Nam va
cac tong phai Phat gido khac.

- Ngay 10-7-1963, Ban Danh Gia Tinh Bao Quéc

Gia Dic Biét SNIE 53-2-63 do tét c& cac sd tinh
bao c6 pham vi hoat dong hai ngoai dic két.

Hb6 so mat nay duge Cu si Nguyén Giac Viét dich
toan vén, trinh bay déi chiéu song ngii Anh Viét.
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TINH HINH TAI NAM VIET NAM

GHI CHU VE PHAM VI

Ban danh gia ma s6 NIE 53-63 véi tieu dé “Cac
vién canh tai Nam Viét Nam” dé ngay 17-4-1963 da
dac biét quan ngai dén tién trinh ctia nd luc chéng
néi day, va véi cac yéu t6 quan su va chinh tri rat cé
thé s& anh hudng nhiéu nhat d&n nd luc d6. Muc tiéu
chinh ctiia Ban Danh Gia Tinh Bao Quéc Gia Dic Biét
nay la khao sat nhiing quan hé caa cac dién bién méi
day tai Nam Viét Nam d6i vé6i su 6n dinh d4t nude, d6i
v6i kha nang sinh ton caa ché d6 Ngo Dinh Diém va
d61 véi méi quan hé cta ché do nay véi Hoa Ky.

KET QUA PANH GIA

A. Khiung hoang Phat gido tai Nam Viét Nam da
néu bat va lam cing thang thém su b4t méan
rong khép da cé tir 1au ddi véi ché d6 6ng Diém
va cach diéu hanh cta chinh pht nay. Néu 6ng
Diém khong thuc hién ttc théi mot cach chan
thanh cac cam két 6ng da dua ra v6i nhiing
nguoi Phat ti - va duong nhu 1a vay - thi sy
hén loan rat c6 thé sé bung lén 1an niia, va
nhiing co hoi dao chanh hay né luc 4m sat 6ng
Diém sé& c6 nhiéu kha ning xay ra. (Xem cac
doan vin s6 4 va 14)

B. Sy khéng thoai mai tiém tang ctia ché do Diém
vé mic do Hoa Ky tham du 6 Nam Viét Nam
da cang hon bdi van dé Phat gido va quan
diém cting rdn cia My. Thai 6 nay hiu nhu
s& khéng d6i va rat ¢ thé sé c6 thém ap luc dé
giam su hién dién cua Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam.
(Xem cac doan van 10-12).
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SCOPE NOTE

NIE 53-63, “Prospects in South Vietnam,” dated 17 April
1963 was particularly concerned with the progress of
the counterinsurgency effort, and with the military and
political factors most likely to affect that effort. The
primary purpose of the present SNIE is to examine the
implications of recent developments in South Vietnam
for the stability of the country, the viability of the Diem
regime, and its relationship with the US.

CONCLUSIONS

A. The Buddhist crisis in South Vietnam has
highlighted and intensified a widespread and
longstanding dissatisfaction with the Diem
regime and its style of government. If - as is
likely - Diem fails to carry out truly and promptly
the commitments he has made to the Buddhists,
disorders will probably flare again and the chances
of a coup or assassination attempts against him
will become better than even. (Paras. 4, 14)

B. The Diem regime’s underlying uneasiness about
the extent of the US involvement in South Vietnam
has been sharpened by the Buddhist affair and
the firm line taken by the US. This attitude will
almost certainly persist and further pressure to
reduce the US presence in the country is likely.
(Paras. 10-12).
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C. Du vay, cho dén lic nay van dé Phat gido van

chua bi Cong san khai thic hiéu qua, cling
khong to ra c6 anh hudng kha lugng nao dé1 véi
n6 lyc chong néi day. Ching t6i khong nghi rang
ong Diém c6 kha nang bi 1at d6 bsi mot cude
dao chanh cua Cong san. Chung t6i cling khong
nghi rang ngudi Cong San nhat thiét sé dudc 1oi
th& néu 6ng Diém bi lat d6 bdi mot vai thanh
phan déi lap khong theo Cong san. Mot ché do
khéng Cong san ké tuc c6 thé ban diu sé chong
Cong kém hiéu qua, nhung véi tiép tuc ho trg
tit Hoa Ky, s& c¢6 thé mang lai su lanh dao hiéu
qud hop 1y cho Chinh phti va nd luc chién tranh
[chong Cong]. Xem cic doan 7 va 15-17).

THAO LUAN

I. DAN NHAP
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1. Hai van dé chinh ma chinh pht Nam Viét Nam

phai d61 mat tu khi thanh lap vao ndm 1954
1a: (a) phai hinh thanh cac co ché va su trung
thanh can thiét ¢& Viét Nam s6ng con nhu mét
quéc gia doc lap, va (b) phai chéng lai nguy co
ti cac chién dich tdn cong va lat d6 tu Ha Néi
- lién tuc theo dudi tit nAm 1960 bang mot cude
chién tranh du kich trai réng. Trong né luc doi
phé véi cac vAn dé nay, Chinh pht Nam Viét
Nam da bi tri tré bdi thiéu su tu tin va khong
c6 kha nang thu huat sy cam thoéng va ing ho
tit phan 16n ngudi dan Viét - ké ca nhiéu thanh
phan tri thiic va nong dan. Trong nhiing tuan
18 gAn day, cac khiém khuyét va ciang thing
trong guéng may chinh tri Nam Viét Nam cang
boc 16 r6 hon v61 miic do nghiém trong hon.

(THE SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM)

C. Thus far, the Buddhist issue has not been

effectively exploited by the Communists, nor
does it appear to have had any appreciable effect
on the counterinsurgency effort. We do not think
Diem is likely to be overthrown by a Communist
coup. Nor do we think the Communists would
necessarily profit if he were overthrown by some
combination of his non-Communist opponents.
A non-Communist successor regime might be
initially less effective against the Viet Cong,
but, given continued support from the US, could
provide reasonably effective leadership for the
government and the war effort. (Paras. 7, 15-17)

DISCUSSION

I. INTRODUCTION
1. The two chief problems which have faced the

Government of South Vietnam (GVN) since
its birth in 1954 have been: (a) to forge the
institutions and loyalties necessary to Vietham’s
survival as an independent nation, and (b) to
counter the menace of Hanoi’s subversive and
aggressive designs - pursued since 1960 by a
campaign of widespread guerrilla warfare. In
attempting to cope with these problems, the GVN
has been hampered by its lack of confidence in
and its inability to engage the understanding
and support of a considerable portion of the
Viethnamese people - including large segments
of the educated classes and the peasantry. In
recent weeks these inadequacies and tensions
in the South Viethamese body politic have been
further revealed and intensified.
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II. VAN PE PHAT GIAO

2. Téng Théng Diém cung véi gia dinh va phan

16n quan chtic hang dau cta ché do 1a gido
dan Thién Chua gido La M3, trong mot dan s6
chung c6 khoang 70% - 80% la Phat tti. Ché do
d3 16 hén su wu dai Thién Chua gido trong viéc
tuyén dung nhéan su va da thién vi cho Gido
hoi Thién Chua gido. Nhung khéng c6 han ché
phap 1y d6i véi tu do tén gido, va cho téi gan
day, hau hét Phat ti c6 vé nhu thu dong trong
phan ting d6i vé6i vi thé dinh ché dic quyén cua
Giao hoi Thién Chua gido. Tuy nhién, da c6
nhiéu su ky thi hanh chanh nhim vao Phat tt,
mic dit d6 c6 thé 1a ti su v6 tAm hay nhiét tinh
khong ding chd cua cac vién chiic cap thap
cling nhu ti chinh sach c6 y cua Chinh phu
Nam Viét Nam. Tinh hinh d6 hién nhién d tao
ra mot su bat man ngdm ngam, ma ching c6 rd
rét 12 miic do lan rong va manh mé cua nhiing
vu bung phat méi day.

3. Trong thang 4-1963, Chinh phu ra 1énh cho céc
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vién chiic cap tinh thuc hién moét nghi dinh da
c6 tit 1au nhung nhin chung khéng hé dugc thuc
hién, trong d6 néi vé viéc treo cd ton gido noi
cong cong. Diéu trung hop 1a 1énh nay duge cong
bé ngay truéc ngay Phat Dan (ngay 8-5-1963),
mot 18 hoi 16n cua Phat gido, va viia ngay sau
khi ca riung cd cua Dic Gido Hoang (Thién Chaa
giao La Ma) da tung bay trong mot loat cac 18
muing duge Chinh pht khuyén khich dé ky niém
[L& Ngan Khanh] 25 nim ngay éng Ngbé Dinh
Thuc, anh cua 6ng Diém, thu phong linh muc
[va vita vé nham chtc] Téng Giam Muc Hué.

(THE SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM)

II. THE BUDDHIST AFFAIR

2. President Diem, his family, and a large

proportion of the top leaders of the regime are
Roman Catholics, in a population that is 70 to
80 percent Buddhist. The regime has clearly
accorded preferential treatment to Catholics
in its employment practices and has favored
the Catholic Church. But there have been no
legal restrictions on religious freedom and, until
recently, most Buddhists appeared passive
in their response to the privileged institutional
position occupied by the Catholic Church. There
have, however, been various administrative
discriminations against the Buddhists, though
these may have resulted as much from
thoughtlessness or misplaced zeal on the part
of minor officials as from conscious GVN policy.
These have obviously created an under-current
of resentment, as is evidenced by the extent and
intensity of the recent outbreaks.

. In April 1963, the GVN ordered its provincial

officials to enforce a longstanding but generally
ignored edict regulating the public display of
religious flags. As it happened, this order was
issued just prior to Buddha’s birthday (8 May),
a major Buddhist festival, and just after Papal
flags had been prominently flown during a
series of officially encouraged celebrations
commemorating the 25th anniversary of the
ordination of Ngo dinh Thuc, Diem’s brother,
the Archbishop of Hue. A protest demonstration
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M6t cudc biéu tinh phan khang xay ra 6 Hué
vao ngay 8-5-1963, va bi mot don vi Dan Vé né
sting giai tan. Trong cudc x6 xat ké tiép, nhiéu
ngudi da chét, trong d6 c6 mot s6 tré em. Chinh
pht d6 16i chét ngudi do Viét cong khung bé, bt
chép viéc chiing ¢ cho thiy ngugc lai. Cach giai
quyét ngang buéng ctia Chinh phu d6i véi su
kién nay va nhiing hé qua cia né da lam bung
lén mot cude khuing hoang toan qudc. Nhiing
ngudi Phat ti trude d6 van chua cé su t6 chiic va
phan khéng, gid day da biéu 16 mot stic manh va
su doan két dang ké, da dé doi héi dude cac thoa
hiép tit Téng Théng Diém vao ngay 16-6-1963.
Thém niia, su kién cac lanh dao Phat giao da co
thé céng khai thach thic chinh pht ma khoéng
d&n t6i su tra tha nghiém trong ciing c6 thé da
mang lai cho ho su tu tin dang ké.

4. Vao lic nay, phong trao Phat gido van con dudc

288

kiém soat hiéu qua béi cac vi su 6n hoa, nhiing
ngudi ti chéi nhan hé trg hay hgp tac véi bat
ky d61 tht chinh tri nio ctia 6ng Diém, du Cong
san hay khong Cong san, va c¢6 vé nhu dang
tim cach bao dam rang ngudi Phat ti git ding
cac cam két ctia ho [trong thoéa hiép véi ong
Diém]. Gi6i lanh dao Phat giao da cho Chinh
phu mot giai doan an hué (két thdc vao cudi
thang 6-1963) dé chiing to thién chi thuc hién
cac cam két, néu khong thi su phan déi sé tiép
tuc. Cho dén lic nay van khong c6 thém cac
cudc biu tinh, nhung rdé rang giéi lanh dao
Phat gido dang thap thom khong yén long.

. Bat chdp viéc nhiing ngusi Phat ti kiém ché

viéc khai thac khia canh chinh tri cta van deé,

(THE SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM)

developed in Hue on 8 May, which was dispersed
by fire from a Civil Guard unit. In the ensuing
melee several persons were Killed, including
some children. The GVN has blamed the deaths
on Viet Cong terrorists despite evidence to
the contrary, and its subsequent stiff-necked
handling of this incident and its aftermath has
sparked a national crisis. The Buddhists, hitherto
disorganized and nonprotesting, have shown
considerable cohesion and force - enough to
elicit a set of “compromise” agreements from
President Diem on 16 June. Moreover, the fact
that the Buddhist leaders have been able to
challenge the government openly without evoking
serious government retaliation has presumably
given them considerable confidence.

. For the moment, the Buddhist movement

remains under the effective control of moderate
bonzes who have refused to accept support
from or countenance cooperation with any of
Diem’s political opponents, Communist or non-
Communist, and appear to be trying to insure
that the Buddhists live up to their part of the
bargain. This leadership gave the GVN a period
of grace (which expired about the end of June) in
which to show that it was moving in good faith to
carry out its undertakings, failing which protests
would resume. So far there have been no further
demonstrations, but the Buddhist leadership is
clearly restive.

. Despite Buddhist restraint in the political

exploitation of the affair, it has obvious political
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nhung ciing da c6 nhiing sic thai chinh tri rd
nét. Phong trao Phat gido ro rang da khoi day
su phan no rong khip va rat c6 thé tré thanh
mot tiéu diém cta su bat méan chung d6i véi
ché& do 6ng Diém. Phong trao néu ra van dé
ma hau hét nhiing thanh phan d6i lap khéng
Cong san (ngay ca mot s6 gido dan Thién Chua
gi40) c6 thé tim thay nén tang chung dé déng y.
C6 chiing c6 dang ké rang tu than van dé nay,
va hon thé niia, cich xt tri cia gia dinh 6ng
Diém cho dén lic nay, da tao ra mot su bat an
hau nhu & khip cac cdp quan doi va coéng chiic
Chinh phu, trong d6 thanh phan trung cap va
c4p bac thap hau hét déu 1a Phat ti. Trong mot
s6 truong hdp, can bo cong chtic duong nhu da
phét 16 hay diéu chinh lai cac chi thi cia Chinh
phu, cac quan chitic cdp cao déi khi tranh né
viéc ban bd 1énh ctia chinh pht xuéng cap duéi
ctia ho, va théng tin vé cac hanh d6ng sip t6i
cta chinh pht thi hién nhién dugc tiét 16 trude
cho caclanh dao Phat gido. Trong bat ky truong
hop nao, cac dién bién méi day dang lam cho
nhiéu quan chtic chinh phu phai tai xét lai moi
quan hé cting nhu mtic d6 trung thanh cua ho
d61 véi ché do 6ng Diém; da c6 chiing c6 ngay
cang nhiéu hon vé sy bat man nghiém trong va
am muu dao chanh trong giéi chi huy quan su
va quan chiic cao cap.

6.Van dé Phat gido c6 vé nhu da dudc su cam thong

16n lao ti nhiéu nhém d61 lap khong Cong San
trong va ngoai lanh thé Nam Viét Nam. Dudng
nhu cling c6 mot cam giac tdng dan trong sé
nhiing ngudi ting ung ho ché d réng vi thé
cua 6ng Diém c6 thé da bi ton thuong mét cach

(THE SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM)

overtones. It has apparently aroused widespread
popular indignation and could well become a
focal point of general disaffection with the Diem
government. It provides an issue on which most
of Diem’s non-Communist opponents (even
including some Catholics) can find common
ground of agreement. There is considerable
evidence that the issue itself and, even more,
the Diem family’s handling of it to date has
occasioned restiveness at virtually all levels
of the GVN’s military and civil establishments,
both of whose lower and middle echelons are
largely staffed by Buddhists. In some cases, civil
servants seem to have ignored or tempered GVN
instructions, superiors have on occasion evaded
their assigned task of propounding the official
GVN line to their subordinates, and information
on impending government actions has obviously
leaked to Buddhist leaders. In any case, recent
developments are causing many GVN officials
to reexamine their relations with and the limits
of their loyalty to the Diem regime; there is
accumulating evidence of serious disaffection
and coup plotting in high military and civilian
circles.

. The Buddhist affair appears to have given

considerable heart to the various non-Communist
political opposition splinter groups in and out
of South Vietham. There also appears to be a
growing feeling among former supporters of
the regime that Diem’s position may have been
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nguy hiém va vinh vién. Tuy nhién, cho t6i lic
nay ching t6i khong c6 chiing c¢6 nao vé viéce
nhiing nhém d6i 1ap khac biét ¢6 thé hgp thanh
cac lién minh méi hay c6 hiéu qua.

7. Van dé Phat gido hin 14 ¢6 vé nhu mot 1gi thé

bat ngd cho nguodi Cong San, nhung téi gid van
khong c6 chiing ¢6 nao cho thay ho da c6 thé
khai thac mét cach hiéu qua. Ho c6 thé da tra
tron vao giéi tang 1i Phat gido 6 mot miic do,
nhung khong dua ra dudc bat ky anh hudng
rd rét nao, bat chap viéc nhiing tuyén bd ctua
Chinh phu dang néi ngugc lai. Cho téi gis, cudc
khtung hoang Phat gido khong t6 ra cé bat ky
anh hudng dang ké nao d6i véi nd luc chéng ndi
loan dang tién hanh, méc du tinh than va hiéu
ning cua cac luc lugng quan dan VNCH rat c6
thé sé bi tén thuong néu van dé kéo dai.

8. Khing hoang Phat gido ciing da 1am tén thuong

Chinh phti Nam Viét Nam trén truong qudc té,
v6i nhiing 4nh hudng quan trong c6 thé c6 d6i
v6i sy thanh cong trong tucng lai cua chinh
sach My d6i véi Pong Nam A. Su phan doi
dang lan rong tai cac quoc gia c6 Phat tii chiém
da s6, v6i am chi ring hanh déng ctia My c6 thé
giip gidi quyét khung hoang. Kam-pu-chia va
Tich Lan da lén tiéng trudc Lién Hiép Quéc,
va ¢6 thé nhiéu nude niia sé lam nhu thé. Tai
cac nudc khac, ké ca tai Hoa Ky, khtng hoang
da tao mot kich dong méi d61 véi viée chi trich
chinh sach My vién c¢é ring My dang ung ho
mot ché do dan ap va mat 1ong dan.

9. Tién trién sip téi ctia van dé Phat gido sé duge
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quyét dinh phan 16n bdi hanh dong ctia Chinh

(THE SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM)

permanently and dangerously impaired. Thus far,
however, we have no evidence that the diverse
opposition groups have been able to form new or
effective alliances with one another.

. The Buddhist issue would appear to be an

obvious windfall for the Communists, but so far
there is no evidence that they have been able to
exploit it effectively. They may have penetrated
the Buddhist clergy to some extent, but are not
presently exerting any discernible influence,
despite the suggestions to the contrary in GVN
pronouncements. To date the Buddhist crisis
does not appear to have had any appreciable
effect on the continuing counterinsurgency effort,
though the morale and efficiency of the GVN'’s
military and civil forces are likely to be impaired if
the issue is prolonged.

. The Buddhist crisis has also hurt the GVN

internationally, with potentially important effects
upon the future success of US policy towards
southeast Asia. Protests are growing in other
predominantly Buddhist countries, with the
implication that US action could help resolve
the crisis. Cambodia and Ceylon have made
representations to the UN and more may be
forthcoming. In other countries, including the US,
the crisis has given new stimulus to criticism of US
policy on the grounds that the US is supporting
an oppressive and unrepresentative regime.

. The future course of the Buddhist affair will be

largely determined by the GVN'’s actions in the
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phu trong thoi gian gan. Rat c6 kha ning cac
vén dé méi néu 1én gan day c6 thé dude giai
quyét néu Chinh phu thuc hién phan cam két
cua ho trong Thong céao chung. Tuy nhién,
nhiing thanh phan chinh tri tiing trai cua xa
hoi Nam Viét Nam, ké ca nhiing ngudi Phat
t, déu biét rd vé nhiing hanh vi qua khi cua
ong Diém 1a thuong dung viéc thuong thuyét
dé kéo dai thoi gian, va dua ra 16i haa chi dé
lam diu di su khing hoang ttc thi. Nguy hiém
thuyc su trong tinh hinh hién nay la 6ng Diém
¢6 thé mudn ap dung chién thuat nhu thé, tuy
truée kia n6 tung gitip 6ng thanh cong nhung
6 thé sé 1a tai hoa néu ap dung trong 1an nay.
Trat tu cong cong sé bi de doa. Cu thé 1a ching
ta khong biét chic dudc cac don vi quan doi hay
canh sat sé phan ting thé nao néu phai nhan
1énh né sting vao nhiing cudc biéu tinh dan dau
bdi cac vi su Phat gido.

ITI. ANH HUGNG CUA NHUNG DIEN BIEN
GAN PAY POI VOI CAC QUAN HE MY-VIET
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10. Chinh phu luén bay té quan ngai vé anh

hudng viéc Hoa Ky can thiép vao cac van dé
cua Nam Viét Nam, va da ting dan dén miic
cam thay phai han ché sy hién dién va cac hoat
dong cua My tai Nam Viét Nam. Thai do nay
phat khdi mot phan 14 ti méi quan ngai vé tinh
hop phap, v6i nhiing ai qua nhay cam, dé1 véi

(THE SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM)

nearterm. Itis likely that the issues recently raised
can be resolved if the GVN executes its portion
of the negotiated bargain. However, politically
sophisticated segments of South Vietnamese
society, Buddhists included, are mindful of
Diem’s past practice of often using negotiations
as a stall for time and of making promises in
order to weather an immediate crisis. The real
danger in the present situation is that Diem may
be tempted to employ such tactics which have
served him well in the past but could prove
disastrous if essayed this time. If demonstrations
should be resumed, they would probably assume
an increasingly political cast, and less moderate
Buddhist leadership would be likely to come to
the fore. Public order would be threatened. In
particular, we cannot be sure how various army
or police units would react if ordered to fire on
demonstrations headed by Buddhist bonzes.

III. THE EFFECT OF RECENT
DEVELOPMENTS ON US-GVN RELATIONS

10.The GVN has always shown some concern

over the implications of US involvement in South
Vietnamese affairs and from time to time has
felt moved to restrict US activities and presence
in South Vietnam. This attitude springs partly
from legitimate, if hypersensitive, concern for
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thé dién ciing nhu thuec tién chi quyén méi dat
dugc cua Viét Nam. Tuy nhién, 6 mtc d suy
xét k¥ thi thai dd nay khdi sinh ti su nghi ngo
cta Chinh phti Diém vé y d6 ctia My d6i véi ho,
va tit niém tin cua Chinh phu Diém rang su
hién dién gia ting cua My dang tao thanh cac
thé luc chinh tri ma cudi cing c6 thé de doa vu
thé chinh tri cia 6ng Diém.

11. Van dé Phat gido bung khdi vao mot trong

nhiing giai doan nhay cam cua Chinh phi Nam
Viét Nam, va su cang thing da ting thém béi
cac su kién tiép theo. Cach xi 1y ban diu ctua
Chinh phti Diém d6i véi van dé [Phat gido] da
lam cho My hét stic boi roi va quan ngai, va roi
diéu d6 dan dén mot loat khang thu khan cép
thic bach tu phia My. Gia dinh 6ng Diém da
cay ding bAt man nhiing hanh dong nay caa
Mg, va c6 thé da caAm nhan manh mé rang su
hién dién ctia nguoi My it nhat cing gian tiép
gdy ra nhiing phan d6i cia Phat gido. Trong
b6l canh d6, rat c6 thé sé c¢6 thém ap luc dé
giam sy hién dién ctia nguci My.

12. Em trai 6ng Diém la 6ng Ng6é Dinh Nhu sé

gift mot vai tro chinh trong viAn dé nay. Ong
Nhu luén 1a phu ta chinh tri chinh yé&u cua
ong Diém, nhung ké tit nam 1954 da théy ong
tang dan quyén luc c4 nhan va thdm quyén -
mot su ting quyén c6 phan do hoan canh va
cht yéu 14 do 6ng Nhu ¢6 ¥ nd luc thau tém
thém quyén luc. Ong Nhu c6 tham vong chinh
tri riéng, va hau nhu chic chin tu xem 6ng 1a
nguoi k& nghiép 6ng anh. Vi nhiéu 1y do, 6ng
Nhu tit 1au da c6 cach nhin riéng vé ngudoi My

11

(THE SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM)

the appearance as well as the fact of Vietnam’s
recently acquired sovereignty. To a considerable
degree, however, it springs from the Diem
government’s suspicion of US intentions toward
it, and from its belief that the extensive US
presence is setting in motion political forces
which could eventually threaten Diem’s political
primacy.

.The Buddhist affairs erupted at one of these

periods of GVN sensitivity, and the strain has
been aggravated by subsequent events. The
GVN's initial handling of the issue gave the US
ground for serious embarrassment and concern
which, in turn, produced a succession of forceful
US démarches. The Diem family has bitterly
resented these US actions and may well feel that
the Buddhist protests were at least indirectly due
to the US presence. Under the circumstances,
further pressure to reduce that presence is likely.

12. A key role in this regard will be played by Diem'’s

brother, Ngodinh Nhu. He has always been Diem’s
chief political lieutenant, but the years since
1954 have witnessed a steady accretion of Nhu’s
personal power and authority - an accretion due
partly to circumstance and primarily to deliberate
effort on Nhu’s part. Nhu has political ambitions of
his own and almost certainly envisages himself as
his brother’s successor. For a variety of reasons,

297



HO SO MAT 1963 - Tif cac nguon tai liéu cia chinh pha My

c6 phan ngd vuc va khong thién cadm. Nhiing
chi trich tit phia My do61 v6i Chinh phu Nam
Viét Nam d#c biét 1am 6ng Nhu néi gian, vi éng
biét rang 6ng va vg dong thudng xuyén la muc
tiéu chinh. Trén hét, Nhu hiu nhu chéc chin
ngo vuc khong roé su ing hd cia My danh cho
Diém rbi c6 chuyén sang cho éng hay khong.

13. Trong nhiing cudc thuong thuyét véi Phat gido,

ong Nhu thic giuc anh minh giit quan diém cting
rén va, theo tuyén bo cia chinh 6ng, hoan toan
khéng déng cam véi cac nhugng bo da dua ra véi
Phat gido. Dua vao nhiing viéc da qua, ching
to1 nghi 14 khong c6 kha nang ong Nhu sé giip
vao viéc thuc hién cac cam két; thay vi vay, anh
hudng ctia 6ng Nhu d6i véi 6ng Diém sé theo
huéng tri hodn va dung déng d6i véi nhiing cam
két, mot khuynh huéng ma chinh 6ng Diém vén
da muoén thuc hién. Khuynh huéng nay cang cé6
nhiéu kha niang dudc 4p dung bdi vi khong chi
ong ba Nhu va éng Diém, ma con ¢6 ngudi anh
1a Téng Giam Muc Ngb Pinh Thuc va ngudi em
12 Ngo DPinh Cé4n, lanh chida chinh tri cta cac
tinh mién Trung, nhiing ngudi ma rd rang van
tiép tuc ngo vuc tinh chinh dang cta cac khiéu
kién tu Phat td, va danh gia thap mtc do cing
thdng cta khing hoang.

IV. VIEN CANH
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14. Néu Chinh pht Diém tién hanh thuc hién mot

cach hiéu qua cac cam két ngay 16-6-1963,
phan nhiéu cac bat man ti van dé Phat gido
¢6 thé ém diu lai. Tuy nhién, ngay ca néu quan
hé gitta Chinh pht 6ng Diém va Phat ti lang
xuéng, thi su bat man chung d6i véi ché dd

(THE SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM)

Nhu has long privately viewed the US with some
hostility and suspicion. American criticism of the
GVN has especially irritated Nhu, for he is aware
that he and his wife are often its primary targets.
Above all, Nhu almost certainly doubts whether
the support which the US has given to his brother
would be transferred to him.

13.In the negotiations with the Buddhists, Nhu

urged his brother to take a firm line and is, by
his own statement, wholly out of sympathy with
the concessions made. On the basis of past
performance, we think it unlikely that he will help
to implement the settlement; his influence on
Diem will be rather in the direction of delaying and
hedging on commitments, a tendency to which
Diem himself is already disposed. This will be the
more likely since not only the Nhus and Diem, but
also his brothers Archbishop Thuc and Ngo dinh
Can, the political boss of the central provinces,
obviously continue to doubt the legitimacy of
Buddhist complaints and to underestimate the
intensity of the crisis.

IV. THE OUTLOOK

14. If the Diem government moves effectively to

fulfill its 16 June commitments, much of the
resentment aroused by the Buddhist controversy
could be allayed. However, even if relations
between the GVN and the Buddhists are
smoothed over, the general discontent with the
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ong Diém - ma cudc khung hoang nay da lam
ting thém va trd thanh tiéu diém chd § - rat
c6 thé sé tiép tuc ton tai. Hon nita, néu - va
rdt c6 thé - Chinh pht ¢d ¥ tri hodn, vung vé
va khong thuc tAm trong viéc gidi quyét cac
van dé Phat gido, hdn sé bung phat lai nhiing
cudc biéu tinh méi, va Nam Viét Nam sé c6 thé
van 6 trong trang thai cang thing chinh tri noi
dia. Trong béi canh dé, c6 rat nhiéu kha ning
sé xay ra mot vu dao chanh hay am sat nhim
vao 6ng Diém ti nhiing ngusi khéng Cong san.
Ching ta khong thé loai trit kha niang nd luc
dao chanh ti phia Cong san, nhung nd luc cua
ho kho ¢6 kha ning thanh coéng, chiing nao ma
da s6 nhiing ngusi d6i 1ap va chi trich chinh
phu 6ng Diém van - nhu hién nay - con canh
gidc d6i v6i hiém hoa Cong San.

15. X4c suat xay ra - va kha ning thanh cong - sé

16n hon déi v6i moét cudc dao chanh tit nhiing
nguoi khong Cong san trong trucng hop su doéi
diu trd lai gitia chinh pha Diém va Phat gido
d&n t6i nhiing cudc biéu tinh quy mo 16n & Sai
Gon. Ciing c¢6 thé nhiing x6 xat kéo dai va hén
loan chung hn s& dAn dén viéc cac luc lugng an
ninh khong phan biét dudc phai tiing ho phia nao.
Trong boi canh d6, mot nhém nho, dic biét 1a mot
nhém cé nhiing k& hoach du bao truée cho dién
tién nhu thé, c6 thé c6 kha ning 14t d6 chinh phu.
Ngudc lai, mot thoa hiép kéo dai hozc tai lap gitia
chinh pht 6ng Diém va Phat gido sé gitp giam co
nguy cia mot cudc 1at d6 nhu thé.

(THE SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM)

Diem regime which the crisis has exacerbated
and brought to the fore is likely to persist. Further,
if - as is probable - the regime is dilatory, inept,
and insincere in handling Buddhist matters,
there will probably be renewed demonstrations,
and South Vietnam will probably remain in a
state of domestic political tension. Under these
circumstances, the chances of a non-Communist
assassination or coup attempt against Diem
will be better than even. We cannot exclude the
possibility of an attempted Communist coup, but
a Communist attempt will have appreciably less
likelihood of success so long as the majority of
the government’s opponents and critics remain -
as they are now - alert to the Communist peril.

15.The chances of a non-Communist coup - and of

its success - would become greater in the event
renewed GVN / Buddhist confrontation should
lead to large-scale demonstrations in Saigon.
More or less prolonged riot and general disorder
would probably result - with the security forces
confused over which side to support. Under such
circumstances, a small group, particularly one with
prior contingency plans for such an eventuality,
might prove able to topple the government.
Conversely, a continued or resumed truce between
the GVN and the Buddhists would serve to reduce
the likelihood of such an overthrow.

16.Any attempt to remove Diem will almost certainly

16. B4t ky muu toan nao mudn loai bé 6ng Diém _ _
be directed against Nhu as well, but should Nhu

hau nhu chéc chan ciing sé phaichénglai ca 6ng
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Nhu, nhung néu 6ng Nhu chéng giti dudc ong
Diém, ching téi tin chic rang ong Nhu sé nd
luc thau tém quyén luc - trude hét c6 thé bang
x40 thuat van dung co ché hién dinh. Ching t6i
khong tin 14 nd luc ctia 6ng Nhu sé thanh cong,
b4t ké nén tang chinh tri cA nhan ma 6ng da
vun trong qua to chtic Thanh Nién Cong Hoa
(ma 6ng la Téng Tha Lanh), qua chuong trinh
4p chién luge (do Uy Ban Lién Bb chi huy, ma
ong 1a Chu Tich), va trong quin doi. Ong Nhu
va vo 6ng da trd thanh nhiing biéu tuong séng
cta tat ca nhiing gi bi cim ghét qua nhiéu trong
ché& d6 hién nay dén ndi quyén luc chinh tri ca
nhan ctia 6ng Nhu khong thé kéo dai hon 6ng
Diém. S& c6 thé c6 mot cude tranh d4u véi bao
luc dang ké, nhung nhd dé quan doi c6 phan
chéc 14 sé ra tri an, hoéc sé ung hd ngudi ké
tuc hién dinh dé dua Phé Téng Thong Tho 1én,
hodc sé& ing ho mot 1anh tu dan su khong Cong
San khac, hodc 1ap mot chinh pha quan su.

17. Mot ché do noi tiép khong Cong San cé thé

khéng hiéu qua hon ché d6 6ng Diém trong
chién tranh chéng Cong; qua that, it nhat thi
ban d4u c6 thé rat kém hiéu qua, va nd luc
chéng ndi loan c6 thé sé tam thdi gidn doan.
Tuy nhién, c6 mot khoéi 16n nhan su day kinh
nghiém va duge huan luyén, nhung chua duge
van dung hét, khong chi trong quan doi va luc
lugng coéng chiic cia chinh pha hién nay, ma
con c6 6 ngoai chinh phu nay, t6i mot miic do
nao dé6. Nhiing thanh phan nay, khi dudc Hoa
Ky tiép tuc ung ho sé c6 thé tao ra mot su lanh
dao hiéu qua mot cach hop 1y cho chinh phua va
nd luc chién tranh [chéng Cong].

(THE SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM)

survive Diem, we are virtually certain that he would
attempt to gain power - in the firstinstance probably
by manipulating the constitutional machinery. We
do not believe that Nhu's bid would succeed,
despite the personal political base he has sought
to build through the Republican Youth (of which
he is the overt, uniformed head), the strategic
hamlet program (whose directing Inter- ministerial
Committee he chairs), and in the army. He and his
wife have become too much the living symbols of
all that is disliked in the present regime for Nhu'’s
personal political power to long outlive his brother.
There might be a struggle with no little violence,
but enough of the army would almost certainly
move to take charge of the situation, either rallying
behind the constitutional successor to install Vice
President Tho or backing another non-Communist
civil leader or a military junta.

A non-Communist successor regime might
prove no more effective than Diem in fighting
the Viet Cong; indeed at least initially it might
well prove considerably less effective, and
the counterinsurgency effort would probably
be temporarily disrupted. However, there is
a reasonably large pool of under-utilized but
experienced and trained manpower not only
within the military and civilian sectors of the
present government but also, to some extent,
outside. These elements, given continued
support from the US, could provide reasonably
effective leadership for the government and the
war effort.
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NAM 1962 MY DA THAY MAT VIET
NAM - LY DO CHINH LA VI
NHA NGO LAM HONG:

Loi nguoi dich:

Ban Ghi Nhé nay, ti cac hd so da giai mat, do
Joseph A. Mendenhall viét.! Ong 14 ¢& v&n chinh phu
Kennedy vé chinh sach My ¢ Viét Nam va Lao. Ban
Ghi nhé, dudc xép vao ho so s6 268, cho thay tinh
hinh YNCH bi dat tu nam 1962, dac biét la chinh
sach Ap Chién Lugc bi héng vi nha Ngb.

Ban Ghi nhé dugc viét vao gitia thang 8 niam
1962, sau Tuyén Ngon “Caravelle” 1én an ché do (26-
4-1960), sau vu Binh bién cta binh chiing Nhay Du
(11-11-1960) va sau Cudc oanh kich Dinh Poc Lap
dé muu st toan gia ho Ngb (27-2-1962), nén tac gia
cling da khuyén nghi giai phap loai b éng Diém va
vo chong 6ng Nhu. Dac biét, lic d6, chua xay ra bién
c6 dan ap Phat gido & Hué (8-5-1963) din dén cudc
khing hoang chinh tri toan dién tai mién Nam.

Ghi nhén tit Ban Ghi Nhé cac diém chinh sau:

- Nam 1959, quan doi Viét Nam Cong hoa kiém
soat toan bo mién Nam Viét Nam, tru Dong
Thap Mudsi. Nam 1962, chi con kiém soat cac
thanh thi, vi quan Viét cong da kiém soat phan
16n néng thon.

' Foreign Relations of the United States, 1961-1963 Volume 11,
Vietnam, 1962, Document 268.
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- Tai noi héo 1lanh, chi duy mét mo hinh an ninh
thanh cong 1a Gido xt cua Linh Muc Nguyén
Lac Héa,' dudc 6ng Diém phong cap Thiéu T4,
bién thanh Biét Khu Hai Yén, cho 1ap quan doi
riéng.

- My da thay vién canh tat yéu sé mat Nam Viét
Nam vé tay Viét cong, vi gia dinh 6ng Ngo Dinh
Diém da nghi, kém hiéu qua, mat long dan.

- Chinh sach Ap Chién Lugc bi 1am sai tif cin ban:
chay theo thong ké, khong chu trong cai thién
mtc song cua dan, bau ci gian lan, cudng ép
dan lao ddng vé ich...

- Mendenhall dé nghi dao chanh éng Diém 1a cach
duy nhat; néu khong, truéec sau gi My cling
thua, va Viét Nam sé bi nhudm do.

Ban Viét dich do Cu si Nguyén Giéc thuc hién,
trinh bay dé1 chiéu song ngii Anh Viét.

' Linh muc Hoa, trong van ban nay dugc nhic dén véi tén Cha
Hoa (Father Hoa), do la Linh Muc Augustind Nguyén Lac Hoa,
sinh ndm 1908 & Quéang Ninh, cai qudn mot s6 giao x & Mién
Bac Viét Nam. Nam 1954, Linh muc Hoéa cting mot s tan quan
Trung Hoa Qudc Dan Pang di tan sang Cam Bo6t, lap chién khu;
nam 1957, bi Vua Sihanouk truc xuat, Linh muc Hoéa dua dan
trong gido x vé Ca Mau, dugc 6ng Diém gidp lap Biét Khu Hai
Yén, cho lap quan doi rieng, dao dong khodng 1.200-1.800
quan. Ong Diém phong Linh muc Hoa la Thiéu T4 Tu Lénh Biét
Khu Hai Yén. Quan Biét Khu Hai Yén bi Viét cong danh bai
nam 1966; sau do, Linh muc Hoéa vé Sai Gon lam muc vu. Ong
vé Pai Loan nam 1972, va tif tran ndm 1989.
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268. BAN GHI NHO TU CUU €6 VAN CHINH TRI TOA
DAl SU HOA KY TAI VIET NAM (MENDENHALL)
TRINH LEN PHU TA THU TRUONG NGOAI GIAO
PAC TRACH VIEN PONG VU (RICE)'

Washington, Ngay 16 thang 8 nim 1962

DE TAI:
Viét Nam - Panh gia va Khuyén nghi

T6i viét ban ghi nhé nay theo 161 yéu cAu ctia ngai
dé ghi lai quan diém cta toi vé van dé Viét Nam. Vin
ban nay chi giéi han & nhiing diém can ban, va khong
c6 y dé cap dén nhiing khia canh tuong d6i quan trong
khac.

1. Vé tinh hinh

Thoi ky 1959-1962. Viét cong da téng quan so
trong luc lugng vii trang thuong truc tai Nam Viét
Nam tif khoang 2.000 trong cudi ndm 1959 t6i khoang
20.000 bd ddi bay gio. Con s6 sau nay tuong déi khong
d6i trong nam 1962, nhung xét theo nhiing tuyén bé
cua Chinh phu Viét Nam vé thuong vong ning né
mdi thang ctia Viét cong, thi hién nhién ho tiép tuc c6
kha ning sn sang bé sung quan s6 dé bu dip thuong
vong 16n. B6 d6i xAm nhap ti mién Bic Viét Nam la
mét ngudn bs sung khong thé xem nhe, nhung da s6
quan Viét cong da duge tuyén mo tai chd va sé tiép
tuc nhu thé.

' Ngudn: Bd Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky, Hb so Trung uong, 751K. 00/8-
1662. Mat. Phac thdo va dé trinh bdi Mendenhall.
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268. MEMORANDUM FROM THE FORMER POLITICAL
COUNSELOR OF EMBASSY IN VIETNAM
(MENDENHALL) TO THE DEPUTY ASSISTANT
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FAR EASTERN AFFAIRS
(RICE)’

Washington, August 16, 1962.
SUBJECT:

Viet-Nam - Assessment and Recommendations

| have prepared this memorandum in accordance with
your request that | set down my views on the Viet-Nam
problem. It is confined to fundamentals, and makes no
attempt to deal with other aspects of relative importance.

1. Situation

1959-1962. The Viet Cong have increased their armed
regulars in South Viet-Nam from roughly 2,000 in
late 1959 to about 20,000 today. The latter figure has
remained fairly stationary during 1962, but in view of
GVN claims of heavy Viet Cong casualties each month
the Viet Cong obviously continue to be readily able to
replace large losses. Infiltration from North Viet-Nam is
not to be belittled as a source of this strength, but the
majority of VC forces have been locally recruited and
continue to be so.

' Source: Department of State, Central Files, 751K.00/8-1662.
Secret. Drafted and initialed by Mendenhall.
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Vao cudi ndm 1959, Chinh pha VNCH da kiém
soat hiéu qua hau hét toan mién Nam Viét Nam
(ngoai tri cic vung cin ci cong san cii, nhu Déng
Thap Muoi). Ngudi ta c6 thé di lai, it nhat 14 ban ngay,
gan nhu bat ct noi dau trong mién Nam Viét Nam
ma khéng cin an ninh hd téng; va é Mién Trung Viét
Nam, an ninh gan nhu tuyét d6i. Hién nay [1962],
Viét cong da kiém soat hiéu qua nhiing khu vuc néng
thon rong 16n, ngoai trtt khi quan VNCH tién vao véi
lyc lugng 16n, va da s6 phan con lai 6 mién qué 1a dao
dong thay d6i gitia hai bén. Vang kiém soat thuc su
ctia Chinh phti chi giéi han phan 16n 6 cac thanh thi.

Khuynh hudng hién nay. Trong khi su suy sup
nhanh chéng héi thang 9 va thang 10-1961, dic biét
vé tinh than chong Cong, dudc ngén chin nhd su ting
vién quan su cua My va su hoan thién kha ning quan
su cua Chinh phu, khuynh huéng an ninh hién nay
van tiép tuc ngay cang bat 1¢i cho ching ta. Tai céc
tinh duyén hai Mién Trung Viét Nam, an ninh suy
thoai té hai trong nam 1962. Mit khac, cac tinh cao
nguyén mién Trung tinh hinh t6t hon vao cuéi [trang
597] nam 1961, nhung diéu nay c6 thé mét phan nao
d6 1a do Viét cong chuyén hudng tap trung xuéng
ving duyén hai, noi c6 thé tuyén bd doi ngusi Kinh
va tim dugc luong thuc.

Tai Mién Nam Viét Nam (cac tinh phia nam va
giap phia bac Sai Gon) tinh hinh quéan su bé ngoai 6n
dinh, nhung thuc su kha bat 1¢i cho ching ta khi cac
chién dich ctia Viét cong tiép tuc 6 miic do cao va dan
ching khong duge Chinh phu bao vé hiéu qua. Cac
khu vuc héo lanh (nhu ving ctia Cha Héa 6 Ca Mau,
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In late 1959 the GVN had effective control over almost
all of South Viet-Nam (except for old Communist base
areas like the Plaine des Joncs). One could travel, at
least by day, almost anywhere in Viet-Nam without
escort, and in Central Viet-Nam security was virtually
absolute. Today the Viet Cong effectively control large
areas of the countryside except when GVN security
forces enter in adequate numbers, and much of the
rest of the countryside oscillates between the two sides.
Real government control is largely confined to the cities
and towns.

Current Trend. While the rapid deterioration of
September-October, 1961, especially in anti-Communist
morale, was stopped by increased U.S. military aid and
improvements in GVN military capabilities, the present
overall security trend continues gradually against us. In
the Central Viet-Nam lowlands provinces security has
seriously deteriorated during 1962. The Central Viet-
Nam highlands provinces are, on the other hand, in
better shape than at the end [Page 597]of 1961, but
this seems attributable, in part at any rate, to Viet Cong
shift in focus from that area to the lowlands where ethnic
Vietnamese recruits and food are available.

In southern Viet-Nam (the provinces south and
immediately to the north of Saigon) the military situation
is superficially a stand-off, but it is actually somewhat in
our disfavor as Communist-initiated incidents continue
at a high level and the populace is thus not getting
effective government protection. Isolated areas (like
Father Hoa’s area at the southern tip of Viet-Nam) have
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mom phia nam cua Viét Nam) da cai thién, nhung d6
1a truong hgp ngoai 1&, khong phai tinh trang chung.

Vién canh. Khuynh huéng tuong lai c6 vé nhu sé
tiép tuc ngay cang suy thoai hon, c6 1& thinh thoang
s& c6 mot chién dich rong 16n cua Viét cong dude thuc
hién nham muc dich tuyén truyén. Khong cé vién
canh gan nao cho thiy Viét cong sé chuyén quan du
kich sang cac luc lugng chinh quy, nhung ho c¢6 thé
thay riang diéu d6 khong can thiét cho viéc chiém gon
Mién Nam. Thay vao d6, ho c6 thé quyét dinh sé dua
vao su mét mai vi chién tranh tai Nam Viét Nam ciing
nhu tai Hoa Ky.

Néu chién tranh kéo dai véi suy thoai dan va
khong c6 hy vong chién thing, diéu nguy hiém la sé
dan téi cam thiic chinh tri trong giéi tri thic Nam
Viét Nam tit 1ap truong chéng Cong manh mé sang
trung 1ap nhu cach duy nhét dé ngiing cudc chién. T
quan diém cta Hoa Ky, t6i th4y nhu thé sé 1a tai hoa,
vi trung lap hoéa riéng Nam Viét Nam sé mau chéng
dan t6i viéc Cong san Béc Viét kiém soat toan bé.

2. Tai Sao Chung Ta Thua?

Yéu t6 cdn ban. Téng Thong Diém va nhiing
nhugc diém cta 6ng ta tiéu biéu cho 1y do nén tang
cua khuynh huéng chéng lai chiing ta trong cudc
chién nay. Trong hoan canh hién nay, pham chat xuat
sic clia 6ng vé su thong minh va can dam da bi deé
bep bdi 2 nhudc diém 16n: a) kém hiéu qua vé mét t6
chtic trong chinh phu, do 6ng khong dua ra duge cac
quyét dinh [cAn thiét], ti chéi trao quyén cho nguoi
dai dién, thiéu chudi quyén lyc (hang doc), khéng chiu
nhan 161, da nghi; va b) thiéu kha ning thu huat su
ung hd ciia quan ching vi yéu kém trong vai trd mot
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improved, but they represent the exception rather than
the rule.

Prospect. The future trend is likely to continue to be
gradual deterioration, with perhaps an occasional
dramatic large-scale Communist incident carried out
for psychological purposes. There is no immediate
prospect of Communist conversion of their guerrillas
into conventional forces, but they may feel this will not
be necessary for their take-over of South Viet-Nam.
They may instead decide to depend upon war fatigue in
South Viet-Nam and/or the U.S.

If the war drags on with gradual deterioration and no
hope of victory, the danger will arise of a switch in political
sentiment among the South Vietnamese educated class
from strong anti-Communism to neutralism as the only
way to stop the war. From the U.S. standpoint | believe
this would be disastrous as neutralization of South Viet-
Nam alone would shortly lead to Communist take-over
from North Viet-Nam.

2. Why Are We Losing?

Fundamental Factor. President Diem and his
weaknesses represent the basic underlying reason
for the trend against us in the war. Under present
circumstances his excellent qualities of intelligence
and courage are outweighed by two great weaknesses:
a) the organizational inefficiency of his government
resulting from his failure to take decisions, refusal to
delegate, lack of chain-of-command, refusal to permit
errors and distrust; and b) his inability to rally the masses
to his support because of his defects as a politician. To
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chinh tri gia. D& chién thing Céng san, Chinh phu
Nam Viét Nam phai hoat dong c6 hiéu qua hoac 1a
phai dugc long dan. Nhung chinh pht cua 6ng Diém
khong c6 ca 2 diém nay.

Moi ngudi déu thita nhan rang nhat thiét phai cé
su ung ho ctia ngudi dan néu ching ta mudn thing
cudc chién nay. Vi chinh phti Nam Viét Nam hién nay
khong duge dan ung ho, nén khong c6 du tin tinh bao
tit ngudi dan dé danh bai ké thu, va quan dich van
ti€p tuc duy tri dugde stic manh théng qua viéc tuyén
quan tu dan ching.

Dé pha vé vong tron khéc nghiét nay, Chinh phu
phai chiém dudc su tng hd tu dan lang bang cach
tao ra su bao vé thich dang va gitp ho cai thién mic
song. Trén ly thuyét, chuong trinh a4p chién lude dude
thiét k& [trang 598] dé lam diéu d6, nhung hiéu qua
t6 chiic kém va sach lIuge chinh tri téi cia Chinh phua
ong Diém khong mang lai hita hen gi la chuong trinh
sé dugc Chinh phu thuc hién hiéu qua.

B4t chdp viéc Hoa Ky thudng xuyén héi thic
nhiéu thang qua, dia khéng c6 uu tién thuc sy nao
cho viéc thiét 1ap cac ap chién luge dudge dua ra, va
cling khong c6 su phan phéi mot cach hé thong cac
nguédn tai nguyén quan su va dan su cb giéi han nham
hd trg chuong trinh. Thay vi vay, cac quan chtc cao
cdp dang dong loat trién khai nhanh & khip moil noi
nhim hoan tat s liéu da dé lam hai long cac ap luc
tu Sai Gon, cho du xét vé hau hét cac khia canh thiét
yéu thi rat nhiéu - c6 1& 1a hang loat - trong s6 nhiing
ngoi lang nay khéng da yéu cau dé dat duge nhiing
muc tiéu ctiia ho, va dan ching vi thé thuong bi cudng
btc lao dong hoan toan v6 ich.
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win against the Communists, the Government of Viet-
Nam should be either efficient or popular, but the Diem
Government is neither.

There is common agreement on the essentiality of
support of the population if our side is to win the war.
Since the GVN does not now have this support, it cannot
get adequate intelligence from the people to rout the
enemy, and the enemy continues to be able to maintain
its strength through recruitment from the population.

To break this vicious circle, the government must win the
support of the villagers by providing adequate protection
and helping them improve their lot. This the strategic
hamlet program is designed in [Page 598] theory to do,
but the Diem Government’s organizational inefficiency
and poor political approach give little promise that
the program will be effectively implemented by that
government.

Despite frequent U.S. prodding over many months no
real priorities for the establishment of strategic hamlets
have been set up, and no systematic allocation of
limited civilian and military resources has been made
in support of the program. Instead prominent officials
are pushing forth everywhere at once to complete the
number which will satisfy the pressures from Saigon,
even though in almost all essential respects many—
probably the bulk—of these hamlets will be inadequate
to achieve their purposes and the people will often have
been forced to labor in vain.
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Phuong thtic chinh tri 4p dung theo chi thi ciua
ong Nhu tai cac 4p chién lude (Iap cac t6 chic quin
ching va dua vao “tu luc”, chdng han nhu lao dong
cudng biic) phan nhiéu lam mat 1ong nguodi dan hon
14 thu phuc ho, va viéc bau cti cac can bo ap chién luge
bang phiéu kin trong béi canh Viét Nam c6 nhiéu
kha ning la gian 1an. Yéu t6 kinh t& va xa hoi cua
chuong trinh - thiét yéu dé gianh duge su ung ho tich
cuc ti ngudi dan - dén ldc nay hau nhu van khéng
duge Chinh phu chu trong, trit ra mot s6 ap chién
luge kiéu mau, va trong hai viing ma ching ta da tao
thanh va binh dinh, ndi [ngusi My] ching ta hoat
dong gan giii v6i ngudi dan Viét. Tat ca nhiing 1y do
d6 12 nguy co nghiém trong dang 1am héng di chuong
trinh &p chién luge trong mat ngudi dan.

Khéng c6 cé may nao thay déi dudng 16i chinh tri
ctia 6ng Diém va Nhu, hay phuong thic t6 chtc va cai
tri cua ho. Ong Diém da qua gia va cting nhéc theo
kiéu cach quan liéu cta éng. Ca 6ng va Nhu déu tin
chic ring ho hiéu Viét Nam hon b4t ky ai khéc, va
do vay chi thinh thoang méi nghe 16i khuyén. C4 hai
nguoi déu qua ngo vuc bat ky ai ngoai gia dinh ctia ho
dén ndi ho hoan toan khong mudn thay déi phuong
phap “chia dé tri” cta ho trong diéu hanh Chinh phu.

3. K&t luan va khuyén nghi

Két luan: Ching ta khéng thé thing cudc chién
nay véi cac phuong thiic cia Diém-Nhu, va ching ta
khong thé thay d8i cac phuong thiic d6 cho du c6 tao
bao nhiéu ap luc d61 véi ho.

Khuyén nghj: Loai trit 6ng Diém, 6ng ba Nhu va
toan bo gia dinh ho Ngé.
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The political approach used under Nhu’s tutelage in the
strategic hamlets (establishment of mass organizations
and reliance on “self-help”, i.e., forced labor) is more
likely to alienate than win the people, and the election
of hamlet officials by secret ballot is likely in Viet-Nam’s
atmosphere to be a sham. The economic and social
component of the program—vital to gaining active
support of the people—has received virtually no GVN
emphasis to date except in a few model hamlets and the
two clear-and-hold areas where we have been operating
closely with the Viethamese. For all these reasons there
is a serious risk of compromising the strategic hamlet
program in the eyes of the people.

There is no chance of changing Diem and Nhu’s political
ways or methods of organization and governing. Diem
is too old and set in his mandarinal ways. Both he and
Nhu are convinced they know Viet-Nam better than
anyone else, and thus infrequently accept advice. Both
likewise so basically distrust almost everyone outside
the family that they are completely disinclined to change
their “divide and rule” method of governing.

3. Conclusion and Recommendations

Conclusion: That we cannot win the war with the Diem-
Nhu methods, and we cannot change those methods no
matter how much pressure we put on them.

Recommendation: Get rid of Diem, Mr. and Mrs. Nhu
and the rest of the Ngo family.
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Giai phap khac Alternatives:

a. Ph6 Téng Thong Nguyén Ngoc Tho va Tudng

Duong Van Minh nhu mét lién minh, véi ong a. Vice President Tho and General “Big” Minh as a

Tho thing ctt hop hién vao chiic vu Tong Thong
va Tuéng Minh, vi Tuéng dugc dan ching ua
chudng nh4t, chi huy quan luc. Giai phap nay
nén chon nhét. Ong Tho ¢6 phAm chét ctia mot
chinh khach va sy linh dong cta 6ng sé danh
bat cac nhudc diém cta 6ng. Ciing quan trong
tuong duong, 12 tuy chinh phu cta Tho va
Minh c6 thé sé khong hiéu qua nhu chinh phu
ong Diém, ho sé cho phép c6 van My hoat dong
sat can véi quan va dan VNCH, va nhu thé sé
cho chiing ta co hoi (ma phan 16n co hoi nay da
bi Diém va Nhu bac bd) dé tang hiéu qua hoat
dong cua VNCH.

b. Tuéng L.é Van Kim va Tuéng Duong Van Minh.

Néu Phé Tong Thong Tho tit chéi hgp tac trong
viéc 1at d6 dong Diém (va khong ai c6 thé néi 1a
ong Tho sé quyét dinh thé nao vé viéc do, tru
phi 6ng ta néi ra), roi thi su két hop Tudéng Kim
(vién tuéng théng minh nhat trong cac vién
tuéng VNCH) va Tudéng Minh sé& 1a giai phap
thd nhi. Hién nay, Tuéng Kim lam phu ta cho
Tuéng Minh & B Téng Tham Muu, va Tuéng
Minh c6 thé dong y cho Tuéng Kim ndm chinh
pht va Tuéng Minh ndm quan di.

3. Tran Quéc Btiu. Chu tich Téng Lién Poan Cong

Nhan Thién Chida gido.! Chi huy t6 chiic quan
trong duy nhat tai VN nidm ngoai kiém soat cta

duumvirate, with Tho succeeding constitutionally
to the Presidency and Minh, the most popular
general, in charge of the armed forces. This would
be the preferred alternative. Tho’s qualities as a
politician and flexibility outweigh his weaknesses.
Equally important, while a government by him
and Minh might per se not be much more efficient
than the Diem [Page 599] Government, they
would permit U.S. advisors to operate closely
on the civilian as well as the military side, and
thus give us the chance largely refused by Diem
and Nhu of infusing efficiency into the GVN'’s
operations.

. General Le Van Kim and General “Big” Minh. If

Vice President Tho refuses to cooperate in the
overthrow of Diem (and no one can say whether
he would until he is sounded), then a combination
of Kim (the most intelligent of all the generals) and
Minh would be the second alternative. At present
Kim is Minh’s deputy in the Field Command, and
it would probably be acceptable to Minh for Kim to
run the Government and Minh the armed forces.

. Tran Quoc Buu, President of the Viethamese

Confederation of Christian Workers. Head of

, N . the only important organization in Viet-Nam not
" Mendenhall ghi nham, doan thé cla dng Blu khong co tinh ton y1mp 9

gido du ¢6 ngudi cho rang hai chit “Lao Cong” ham y “Lao dong
Cong gido” , tén dang phai 1a Téng lién doan Lao cong Viét Nam.
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chinh ph1, 6ng Btiu ¢6 phdm chit ciia mét chinh
khach tai ning, biét cach van dung quan ching.
Sat canh véi ong Nhu trong viée t6 chiic Pang
Can Lao thoi ky dau, éng Buu khong con than
can v61 nha Ngb niia, nhung cting chua dit lia
hoan toan. Ching ta khong rd quan hé cta 6ng
Btiu v6i quan doi VNCH, nhung khoéng ai biét
diéu gi cho t6i khi thim do xem § 6ng c6 san
sang lanh dao mot cudc dao chanh hay khong.
Cén nhdc céc rii ro: Viéc chuyén tit [ché do] Diém
sang mot giai phap thay thé& khac sé c¢6 rui ro 16n, vi
quan Céng san c6 thé gianh lgi thé trong lic roi loan
(dac biét néu khung hoang kéo dai). Nhung diéu nay
6 thé hoéa giai, it nhat 14 moét phan nao, bing su can
thiép tam thoi cua quan doi My trong thoi gian khung
hoang nham ngin Viét cong chiém cac thanh thi.

Mot rui ro khac 1a ddo chanh c6 thé that bai, véi
anh hudng xau dén quan hé tuong lai gitia ching ta
v6i [ché do] Diém. Nhung 6ng Diém khong c6 noi nao
khéac ngoai viéc dén véi ngusi My dé tim su hd trg.

Va rui ro quan trong nhat 1a [Nam] Viét Nam rat
c6 kha ning bi mat vao tay Cong san néu ching ta
tiép tuc gin bo véi 6ng Diém.

4. Thyc hién ddo chanh nhu thé nao'

(T61 chua bao gio thuc hién mot vu dao chanh, va
cing khong phai chuyén gia trong linh vuc nay. Toi
dé nghi mot cach c6 thé lam - 1a cach t6t nhat t6i nghi
ra duge - nhung c6 thé ¢ nhiing cach khac t6t hon.)

! K& bén tiéu dé nay c6 dong chi viét tay: “Nghe c6 vé nhu mot
nhiém vu rat phtc tap va kho long gid kin trugc khi thuc hién.
Edward Rice”
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under government control, Buu has the qualities
of a good politician, and knows how to influence
the people. An early close colleague of Nhu’s in
organizing the Can Lao Party, he is no longer
close to the Ngo family, but has not broken
completely with it. What Buu’s relations with the
military would be are not known, nor could one
be sure without sounding him of his willingness
to head a coup effort.

Compatrative Risks: The risk involved in switching from
Diem to an alternative would be substantial because
of possible Communist military gains in the attendant
confusion (especially if the crisis were prolonged). But
this can be counteracted, at least in part, by temporary
U.S. military intervention during the crisis to prevent
Communist seizure of towns.

There is also the risk of failure of a coup, with its adverse
effects on our future relations with Diem. But Diem has
no place else to turn except to the U.S. for support.

And the overriding risk is the likelihood of the loss of
Viet-Nam to the Communists if we stick with Diem.

4. How the Coup Might Be Carried Out’

(I have never carried out a coup, and am no expert in
this field. | am suggesting a possible means of doing
it—the best that has occurred to me—but there may be
better ways.)

' Next to this heading is written: “(Sounds like a very complicated
job and hard to keep secret beforehand. ER).”
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Nén giti kin su can thiép cia My vao cudc dao
chanh dén mic t6i da c6 thé. Ching ta hdn mudn
tranh bat ky du luan cong ching nao cho rang tan
chinh phti 12 con ré6i ctia ching ta. Tuy nhién, khong
nén dé ndi lo bi 16 ngin can su can thiép bi mat.
Chiing ta sé ludn bi cdo budc bdi mot s6 lién hé (giong
nhu viéc ching ta da bi quy chup vé nd luc dao chanh
thang 11-1960 va vu doi bom Dinh Téng Théng thang
2-1962)." [Trang 600] Quy luat c6 tinh nguyeén tic 1a
khong cong khai thtta nhan sy lién hé.

Nhiing quan chitic thich hgp cia Hoa Ky sé am
tham tiét 16 v6i mot vai ngusi Vit Nam duge chon
lua cin trong (nhu éng Tho va Tuéng Minh) vé kha
ning ddo chanh, va néu can sé bay t6 viéc san sang hd
trg cudc dao chanh vao ldc thich hgp. V6i su khuyén
khich nay, cac vién chtic Viét Nam d6 sé két néi véi
mét s6 ngudi Viét khac dé cing tham gia. Nhiing lién
lac v6i ngudi My sé rat han ché dé giit kin vai tro cta
ching ta. Ching ta sé c6 van sau hau truong vé viéc
t6 chiic va sé dé ngudi Viét thuc hién toan bo.

Muc tiéu sé 1a bat giti ttc thoi anh em nha Ngb
va ba Nhu va lap ttc dua ho ra khéi Viét Nam néu ho
s6ng s6t duge sau viée bt git. Tién trinh bit giit hdn
sé dé dang hon khi Diém va éng ba Nhu ra khéi Dinh
Téng théng va di dau dé trong nude. Viée thuc hién dao
chanh sé t6t hon khi anh em 6ng Ngoé Pinh Thuc (Téng

-

Vé vu thd bom Dinh Gia Long vao thang 2, xem cac ho so
87-97. Vé cac van ban lién quan dén nd luc dio chanh thang
11-1960, xem Cac Quan Hé Qudc T€, 1958-1960, Tap 1, trang
631 ff.
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It would be desirable to keep the U.S. hand in the coup
concealed to the maximum extent feasible. We would want
to avoid any public connotation that the new government
was our puppet. However fear of exposure should not deter
our discreet involvement. We shall always be accused by
some of involvement (just as we were with respect to the
November, 1960, coup attempt and the February, 1962,
palace bombing).! [Page 600]The cardinal rule would be
not to admit involvement publicly.

The appropriate U.S. officials would quietly sound
out a few carefully selected Viethamese (such as
Tho and Minh) about a coup possibility, and would if
indicated make known its readiness to support a coup
at the proper time. With this encouragement these few
Vietnamese would contact other Vietnamese about
participation. U.S. contacts would be kept very limited to
restrict knowledge of our role. We would advise behind
the scenes on organization, and let the Viethamese do
all of the implementing.

The aim would be immediate seizure of all of the Ngo
brothers and Mme. Nhu and their immediate removal
from Viet-Nam if they survived the process of seizure.
The physical process of seizure would probably be
easier when Diem and the Nhus are out of the palace
traveling around the country. It would preferably be
carried out when brothers Thuc (the Archbishop) and

' Regarding the February bombing of the palace, see Documents
87-97; for documentation on the November 1960 coup attempt,
see Foreign Relations, 1958-1960, vol. |, pp. 631 ff.
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Giam Muc) va Ngbo Dinh Luyén (Pai st Viét Nam tai
Anh quéc) dang 6 ngoai nudc, vi viéc do1 pho véi ho sé
chi don gian 14 khong cho nhap canh vé lai Viét Nam.
Nguyén Pinh Thuan (B4 Trudng Phti Téng Théng) va
Tran Kim Tuyén (Chi huy Mat Vu) sé bi bit git dé
ngin ho chong lai k& hoach dao chanh, nhung c6 thé
dugc tha ra sau khi dao chanh hoan t4t vi khéng hn
14 ho thuc su nguy hiém cho chinh phti méi.

Bdi vi quan ddi 1a quyén luc thuc su duy nhat tai
VN, nén sé cAn sip xép trudc dé cang nhiéu don vi
chinh yé&u ung hd dao chanh cang tot. Can dé dit cdn
trong véi phuong thtc tiép can qua mé rong nhu thé,
nhung vi cac ké& hoach bét giii gia dinh ho Ngé c6 thé
bi hong ti dau, viéc dé dit phai can déi véi nhu cau s
dung quan luc md réng va dé dat muc tiéu 1a khong
cho gia dinh nha Ng6 co hoi kéu goi cac don vi quan
doi chinh yé&u vé giai ciu.

Hoa Ky nén sin sang dua quan tac chién vao
Nam Viét Nam dé ngin can viéc Cong san chiém gii
cic thanh thi trong giai doan khting hodng. Néu cin
thyc hién buéc nay, Hoa Ky nén cong khai loan bao
su trung 1lap dé1 véi cac luc lugng chdng Cong 6 Viét
Nam. Chung ta khong nén bi tri tré viéc thuc hién
buée nay chi vi khéng cé yéu cdu ti chinh phu Viét
Nam.

Viéc tinh toan thoi gian dao chanh 1a cuc ky quan
trong. Cudc ddo chanh nén thuc hién khi c6 khuynh
huéng rd rét cong khai chong lai chinh pht 6ng Diém
trong cudc chién chéng Cong, bdi vi sé c6 thém nhiéu
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Luyen (Ambassador to the U.K.) are out of the country
since they would be taken care of simply by preventing
re-entry. Thuan (Secretary of State for the Presidency)
and Tuyen (head of the secret police) would be detained
to prevent counter-plotting, but could probably be
released after the coup was over since it is doubtful they
would pose any real danger to a new regime.

Since the armed forces represent the only real power
force in Viet-Nam, it would be necessary to line up in
advance in support of the coup as many of their key
elements as feasible. Discretion would dictate caution
in too wide an approach, but since plans for seizure of
the Ngo family could miscarry at first, discretion should
be balanced against the possible need to use the armed
forces extensively and the desirability of denying the Ngo
family the possibility of rallying a significant segment of
the armed forces.

The U.S. should be prepared to introduce combat military
forces into South Viet-Nam to prevent Communist
seizure of provincial towns during the crisis. If necessary
to execute this step, the U.S. should publicly announce
its neutrality between the contending anti-Communist
forces in Viet-Nam. We should not be deterred from the
step by the absence of a request from the GVN.

Timing of a coup would be extremely important.
Preferably the coup should be carried out when there
is publicly clear trend against the GVN in the war with
the Communists since many more Vietnamese would
be psychologically prepared to support a coup under
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ngudi Viét duge chuén bi tAm 1y dé tng ho dao chanh
trong hoan canh nay. Ciing nén rit ngin [Trang 601]
thoi gian chuén bi k& hoach mé rong truéc khi thuc
hién dao chanh vi ¢6 nguy co bi 16. Tuy nhién, ngudi
My sé bi mat lam viéc v6i mot s6 nguoi Viét c6 chon
loc trong viéc chuén bi ky ludng cac k& hoach dao
chanh trudc giai doan lién lac rong rai va tién hanh.

Than nhén cta cac vién chtic My nén di tan ra
khoi Viét Nam truée khi thuc hién k& hoach dao
chanh. Néu khéng, chinh pha Diém c6 thé sé bit ho
1am con tin va ho khéng do du trong dung con tin dé
gay ap luc v6i chung ta.
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these circumstances. It would be preferable also to
keep the [Page 601] interval between widespread
planning and execution short because of the danger
of leaks. This does not mean, however, that the U.S.
might not discreetly work with selected Viethamese
on the development of coup plans well in advance of
widespread contacts and execution.

American dependents should have been evacuated
from Viet-Nam in advance of execution of the coup
plans. Otherwise we might well find them hostages in
the hands of the Diem Government which would not
hesitate to use them to pressure us.
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NGO PINH NHU MUON THAY THE
NGO PINH DIEM LAM TONG THONG

VIET NAM CQNG HOA VAO NAM 1963

Nguyén Kha trich dich tir Panh gia cua CIA
(theo Ban Ghi nhé FRUS-1963. 256)

Théang 8 nam 1963, mot s6 bién dong chim va noi
da day cudc khung hoang chinh tri tai mién Nam Viét
Nam vao mdt khic quanh méi trdm trong va phiic
tap hon.

“N6i” 1a chién dich Nuéc L cta ong Ngo Dinh
Nhu nhém tiéu diét toan bd cap lanh dao ctia phong
trao dau tranh cua Phat gido dé. Trong dém 20 rang
ngay 21/8, ong Nhu ra 1énh cho Luc lugng Dac biét
(cta Dai ta Lé Quang Tung) va Canh sat Da chién
mic quan phuc binh chung Nhay Du 6 at va hung
bao téng tan coéng cac chua tai Sai Gon ciing nhu trén
toan mién Nam. K&t qua 1a chinh quyén da bat giam
hon 1.400 téng ni va Phat t.2 Phia quan ddi bi dai
VOA ciing nhu dan ching mién Nam hiéu 14m nén
lén 4n hanh dong hung bao nay. Sau dém do, cudc dau
tranh ctia Phat gido tai Sai Gon hau nhu bi té liét,
nhudng dau trudng cho quin ching ma tién phong
l1a luc lugng thanh nién sinh vién hoc sinh va giéi tri
thic thua dé.

' Ban Ghi nhg nay ndm trong Ho so Luu tri FRUS clia Bo Ngoai
giao My. [Foreign Relations of the United States, 1961-1963,
Volume I, Vietnam, 1963, Document 256], trang 569 dén 571.

2 Xem FRUS 1961-1963, Vietnam, Bién vdn 274, trang 613 va
614
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“Chim” 1a mot mat 6ng Nhu tién hanh cac dong
thai théa hiép véi Ha Noi qua trung gian Dai dién Ba
Lan Mieczylaw Maneli trong Uy hoi Quéc t& Kidm
Soat Dinh Chién ICC; méit khac, trudée ca dém kinh
hoang “Nuéc Lii”, 6ng Nhu da 1én ké& hoach thuc hién
mot cudc dao chanh gid, dit tén 1a Bravo 2, dung Luc
lugng Dic biét va vai don vi trung thanh dé chéng
lai cudc dao chanh that (cting dang trong qua trinh
hinh thanh va dugc 6ng Nhu ky hiéu 1a Bravo 1) cua
cac Tudng lanh, dé cudi ciing sé vira vo hiéu héa cac
Tuéng lanh vira dua 6ng Nhu 1én thay thé 6ng Diém
lam Téng théng. Nhu vay, trong ndm 1963, 6ng Diém
chi 1a mot Téng thong bt nhin sip mét chiic, va ngudi
thuc su “cai tri” Dé Nhat Cong hoa chinh 12 6ng em
“c6 van” Ngo Dinh Nhu dang “c6 van dé tAm than”.

L& di nhién la cac Tuéng lanh va gi6i chinh tri Sai
Gon da phong thanh biét dugec Am muu “cuép ngoi”
nay. Ciing 1€ di nhién la cac cd quan tinh bao nuéc
ngoai cia Phap, Dai Loan, Vatican... déu c6 it nhiéu
thong tin. Nhung c6 nhiéu dii kién va théng tin xac
thuc nhat1a My. Va ké hoach nay cia 6ng Nhu nghiém
trong dén ndi co quan CIA tai Sai Gon phai theo dai
va lién tuc thAm dinh dé bao cdo vé Washington.

Duséi day 1a phan trich dich Ban Ghi nhé dé ngay
16 thang 8 nam 1963 ma Phé Giam déc K& hoach CIA
(Richard Helms) gtii cho Phu ta4 Ngoai trudng dic
trach Vién dong Su vu (Roger Hilsman) dé lugng gia
vé tinh hinh tai Nam Viét Nam, trong d6 c6 dinh kém
hai Ban Phu Dinh (Attachment), phan tich kha ning
ong Nhu c6 thé 1én thay thé é6ng Diém, va tit d6 mé ta
bo mAay quyén luc hén loan cia ba anh em nha Ngo.
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256 BAN GHI NHO DO PHO GIAM POC KE HOACH CIA
(HELMS) GUI CHO PHU TA NGOAI TRUONG PAC
TRACH VIEN PONG SU VU (HILSMAN)'

Washington, ngay 16 thang 8 nam 1963

PE MUC

Kinh chuyén Nhiing Danh gia vé Tinh hinh tai
Nam Viét Nam.

Dinh kém'la nhiing danh gia do CIA Sai Gon soan
thao vé tinh hinh b4t 6n dinh cta Chinh phu Viét
Nam va kha nang ¢6 mot cudc dao chanh do khung
hoang Phat gido tiép dién. Nhiing thio luan trong
budi hop ngay 14 thang 8% dua trén co sé caa cac bao
cao nay.

Thiia 1énh Phé Giam doc (K& hoach)

W. E. Colby

PHU DiNH 23
PE MUC

Kha nang Ngbé Pinh Nhu ké vi Téng théng Ngb
Dinh Diém!

1. Nhitng tinh huéng khi Téng thong Ngé Dinh
Diém roi khoi chinh trudng sé 1a nhiing tién dé

1 Nguon: B Ngoai Giao, H6 sa cac nhom hoat dong tai Viet Nam,
Lot 67 D 54, POL 26, Tin dén D4o chanh. Mat. Ban sao bao gdbm
ban ghi nhé va cac phu dinh dugc glii dén Krulak va Forrestal.

2 Khong tim thay ban ghi nao vé nhiing thao luan nay.

3 Van ban mat.

i Ban Ghi Nh& nay c6 4 Phu Binh (attachments), chi trich dich &
day 2 Phu dinh c6 noi dung quan trong hon.
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256. MEMORANDUM FROM THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR
FOR PLANS, CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
(HELMS), TO THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF
STATE FOR FAR EASTERN AFFAIRS (HILSMAN)'

Washington, August 16, 1963.
SUBJECT
Transmittal of Estimates on Situation in South Vietham

Attached hereto are estimates prepared by CIA in
Saigon with regard to Government of Vietnam instability,
and the likelihood of a coup d’etat, brought on by the
continuing Buddhist crisis. Discussions held at our 14
August meeting? were based upon these reports.

For the Deputy Director (Plans):
W. E. Colby

ATTACHMENT 23
SUBJECT

The Possibility of Ngo Dinh Nhu Succeeding President
Ngo Dinh Diem

1. The circumstances of President Ngo Dinh Diem’s
departure from the scene will be an extremely important

' Source: Department of State, Vietnam Working Group Files: Lot
67 D 54, POL 26, Coup Rumors. Secret. Copies of the covering
memorandum and the attachments were sent to Krulak and
Forrestal.

2 No record of these discussions has been found.
3 Secret.
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cuc ky quan trong cho viéc Ngé Dinh Nhu ké&
vi lam Téng théng Nam Viét Nam. Nhiing kha
ning do6 bao gom:

a. Tu chic

b. Chét tu nhién hay chét vi tai nan

c. Bi am sat

d. Bi d4o chanh, c6 thé nhung khong chic s&

bi giét.

. T4t nhién, 6ng Nhu 1la mot thanh vién Quéc

Hoi dude bau lén 6 tinh Khanh Hoa. Véi su
loai trit Diém, 6ng Nhu c6 thé dua theo diéu
34 @ nim quyén Téng théng trong thoi gian
khong qua hai thang ma khong vi pham Hién
Phéap, néu trude d6 thuyét phuc duse Phé Téng
thong Nguyén Ngoc Tho va Chu tich Quéc Hoi
Truong Vinh L& tit nhiém chtc vu hién tai va
x8p dit dé Qudc hoi bau ong ta 1én thay thé 6ng
Lé&. Sau d6, Nhu s& c6 thém hai thang dé thu
xép va chién thing trong mot cudc téng tuyén
cti dua 6ng ta lén chitic vu Téng théng mot cach
hgp phap.

Trong méi quan hé nay, Phé Téng thong Tho
12 mot yéu to khong luong duge. Du chua bao
g16 duge xem nhu mot ngudi dac biét manh mé,
nhung dng ta c6 18 ciing khong phai mot ngudi
tam thudng nhu 6ng Lé, va 6ng ta chua bao gi¢
¢6 co hoi dé chiing t6 khi phach ciia minh. R4t
c6 thé trong mot cudc khung hoang cia Chinh
phu Viét Nam, 6ng Tho véi sang kién riéng ctua
minh c6 thé tao ra du luc hé trg dé ngén chin
tham vong ctia Nhu, ngay ca khi éng ta cu6i
cung khong du stc dé duy tri cuong vi Téng
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predeterminant to Ngo Dinh Nhu’s succession as
President of South Vietnam. The possibilities include:

a. Resignation

b. Death by natural or accidental means

c. Death by assassination

d. Overthrow by coup detat, possibly, but not

necessarily involving death.

2. Nhuis, of course, a member of the National Assembly,
Khanh Hoa Province being his home constituency.
Given the elimination of Diem, it therefore follows that
Nhu could, without violating the constitution, aspire
under Article 34 to exercise the powers of the President
for a period not exceeding two months, if he could first
persuade both Vice President Nguyen Ngoc Tho and
Truong Vinh Le, President of the National Assembly, to
resign their present offices, and then contrive his own
election by the Assembly as successor to Le. Nhu would
then have two further months during which to arrange
and win a general election which would legally install
him in the office of President.

Vice President Tho, in this connection, represents an
imponderable. Although he has never been considered a
particularly strong man, he is probably not a cipher like Le
and has never had an opportunity to show his mettle. It
is possible that in a Government of Vietham (GVN) crisis
Tho might, on his own initiative, generate enough support
to thwart Nhu’s ambitions, even if he might not ultimately
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thong du 1lau dén hét nhiém ky theo quy dinh
ctua Hién phap.

Du rat khé lugng dinh kha nang thanh céng
cua Nhu khi dua ra nuéc c¢é nay, nhung trén ly
thuyét thi diéu nay 1a c6 thé va ding vén ban
phap luat tuy c6 van dung sai léch, mién 14 6ng
Diém ti chiic chit khong phai bi dao chanh. R
rang 12 Nhu, ngudi chi ding sau Diém, hién
nay la quyén luc chinh tri manh nhat tai Viét
Nam.

. Hau qua cta kha nang thi tu, nghia 12 Diém

bi 1at d6 bing bao luc, thi co hoi dé Nhu lén
ké vi sé rat thap, du 6ng ta dung phuong cach
cach hgp hién hay vi hién. Mic d4u c6 thé thia
nhan rang Nhu c6 kha niang ¢ chic vu lanh
dao, trén phuong dién kinh nghiém, ky nang
t6 chic, va la dong lyc [Trang 572] phia sau
chuong trinh Ap Chién luge v.v... nhung 6ng
ta lai c6 qua nhiéu ngudsi chong doi trong gidi
tri thic va gidi c6 hoc trong quan chung, ké ca
gi6i quan nhan. Mot diéu rd rang 1, cuc ng 16n
nhat ctia 6ng Nhu chinh 14 ba Nhu, ngusi ma
cac thanh phan quin ching néi trén déu biéu
16 mét thai do thut nghich ca nhan gay git vi
cho rang ba ta d6i bai, nhiéu sy, loan 6c, hay té
hon thé niia.

Du su chéng d61 vg chéng Nhu 1a dua trén logic
thuan tdy hay trén cam tinh béng bot thi diéu
d6 ciing khéng quan trong, diéu quan trong
6 day 1a su chéng do6i d6 c6 that. Viec Nhu tu
minh ndm 14y quyén binh sau khi Diém bi dao
chanh 1a rat kho, néu khong néi 1a khong thé,
dut bang bat ky phuong thiic nao. Vg chong 6ng
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succeed in maintaining himself in the Presidency long
enough to finish out the constitutional term.

Although it is extremely difficult to assess the likelihood
that Nhu could successfully carry off this gambit, it is
technically possible and could be done within the letter
of the law, if not its spirit, provided Diem had left office
under circumstances not involving a coup d’etat as
such. It is clear that Nhu, second only to Diem, is at this
time the strongest political power in Vietnam.

3. In the aftermath of the fourth possibility, namely
violent overthrow of Diem, Nhu’s chances of succession
would be poor, whether he tried to do so by either
constitutional or unconstitutional means. While perhaps
conceding Nhu's competence to hold high office, in
terms of experience, organizational capability, and as
the driving force [Page 572] behind the strategic hamlet
program, etc., there exists considerable opposition to
him among the educated and articulate elements of
the population, including the military. Unquestionably,
his greatest liability is Madame Nhu, towards whom
these same elements express an intense and indeed
very personal hostility on the ground that she is vicious,
meddlesome, neurotic, or worse.

Whether this opposition to Nhu and his wife is based on
cold logic or on supercharged emotions is immaterial, it
is important because it exists. It would be difficult, if not
almost impossible, for Nhu to install himself in office, by
any method whatever, after the removal of his brother
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Nhu thoat chét 14 may man lam réi, vi that
ra da co6 it nhat 14 mot Am muu am sat hai vg
chéng 6ng ta nhung giti lai éng Diém dé diéu
hanh mot chinh phu Viét Nam tai dinh hudng.

4. Trong budi néi chuyén véi mot quan sat vien My
vao ngay 25 thang 6 viia qua (TDCSDB-3/655,
297 va CSDB-3/655, 373),' Nhu dan dan tu du
minh vio mét tinh trang tAm than xtc dong
cao d6. Mot trong nhiing diéu Nhu da biéu 16 1a
su chdng d61 manh liét 6ng Diém va chinh phu
ctia 6ng ta, d€n mot miic @ ma sé& 1a thiéu khon
ngoan néu loai trit hoan toan kha ning Nhu c6
thé nd luc thuc hién mot cude dao chanh chong
lai Diém. Day khong phai 1a 1an dau tién Nhu
tu biéu 16 su hung bao nhu thé. Trong mét budi
noéi chuyén hai thang trude d6 véi hai bién tap
vién cua bao Time/Life, do Pidng Dtc Khoi lam
théng dich, Nhu da néi thing thing ring ché
do hién tai (du khong nhat thiét chi dén ban
than 6ng Diém) phai bi huy diét. Ong ta lip
lai cau dé nhiéu lan va nhdn manh bang mot
cau tiéng La-tinh “Carthago delenda est”’ Da
nhiéu lan trong qua kht, Nhu bién ho cho nhan
xét nhu thé ctia ong ta bang cach néi rang 6ng
ta xem ché& d6 Diém nhu mét giai doan chuyén
tiép va dugc san sinh tit nhu cau lich s, nhung
v6i ca hai bién tap vién cia Time/Life cting nhu
quan sat vién My hom 25 thang 6, 6ng Nhu da
khong bay té quan diém [vé giai doan] chuyén
tiép nhu thé.

' C4 2 vdn ban nay déu khong tim dugc.
i Loi hiéu triéu “Nugc Carthage phai bi tiéu diét” ctia Cong hoa La
Ma trong tran chién tranh Punic vao thé ky thd nhi, dugc ding
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by a coup d’etat. Nhu and his wife would be fortunate
to escape with their lives, and in fact there have been
reports of at least one plot in which the Nhus would be
murdered, but Diem retained in power to preside over a
reoriented GVN.

4. In a conversation with an American observer on 25
June (TDCSDB-3/655,297 and CSDB-3/655,373),"
Nhu gradually worked himself into a highly emotional
state of mind. Among other things he expressed strong
opposition to Diem and his government, to such an
extent that it would be unwise to exclude totally the
possibility that Nhu would be capable of attempting a
coup d’etatagainst Diem. Thisis not the firsttime Nhu has
expressed himself so violently. In a conversation about
two months ago, in which Dang Duc Khoi interpreted for
Nhu and two Time/Life staffers, Nhu flatly said that the
present regime (though not necessarily Diem himself)
must be destroyed. He repeated this statement several
times and lent emphasis to it by resorting to the Latin
“Carthago delenda est”. On many occasions in the past
he has then qualified such remarks by saying that he
views the Diem regime as a transitional stage and the
child of historical necessity, but neither to the Time/
Lifers nor to the American observer on 25 June did he
express such an intermediate point of view.

' Neither found.

nhu mot thanh ngtt dé nhan manh nhu cau phdi tiéu diét doi
thti khong khoan nhugng. Y nghia nay xuét phat ti cau chuyén
Carthage bi danh bai hai Ian nhung sau méi lan ho déu trd nén
I6n manh hon trugc. D6 do, phe chi chién clia Cong hoa La Ma
cho rang phdi hay diét hoan toan nudc nay. 335
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N6i chung, cé may ké vi Tong thong cia 6ng
Nhu ty 1é nghich v6i miic d6 bao luc dung dé ha
bé 6ng Diém, nhung 6ng Nhu van c6 kha niang
lén lam T6ng thong ngay ca trong tinh huéng
bao loan, c6 18 ngay ca khi Diém bi 4m sat, néu
nhu tinh huéng d6 do chinh Nhu t6 chitic va
kiém soat dugc.

5. Piém then chét ctia bat ky k& hoach nao nhim
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ngan can Nhu 1én lam Téng théng chinh 1a Phé
Téng thong Tho, va ké hoach t6t nh4t 1a thanh
lap mot iy ban hanh dong dugc cd nudc Ung
ho, ndm ngoai chinh quyén hién tai, c6 nhiém
vu 1& yém trg Tho 1én lam Téng thong trong
truong hop Diém ra di va duy tri quyén luc caa
ong ta theo ding quy dinh ctia Hién Phap.

. Chuing t61 bi quan vé kha nang cai thién hinh

anh d6i noi cling nhu d6i ngoai ciia Nhu bang
b4t ky phuong tién nao ma ching t6i c6 thé
hinh dung ra. Ong ta da 1a d6i tugng cta vo
s6 161 binh phdm b4t 1gi tai Viét Nam ciing
nhu ¢ nuéc ngoai, va anh hudng quan trong
ctia ba Nhu nhu mét cuc ng ciing da nhic dén
trén day. Cho dén nay, trong Quan luc Viét
Nam Cong hoa (ARVN) thi chi ¢6 Thiéu tuéng
Huynh Van Cao, Tu lénh Quéan Doan 4, 1a vi
tuéng duy nhat néi tiéng tng ho Nhu rd rang
- nhung ngay ca diéu nay ciing phai xem lai vi
d6 12 mot diém cAn tranh luan, khong biét liéu
binh si ctia hai Su doan ma Cao chi huy c6 giii
su trung thanh v6i 6ng ta hay khong.

Do d6, that khé dé nang tAm véc cua Nhu 1én
truéec mat Quan luc VNCH ciing nhu trude mét
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In general, Nhu's chances for succession to the
Presidency tend to diminish as the extent of violence
attending Diem’s removal increases, but there does
remain a possibility that Nhu could attain the Presidency
even in a violent situation, perhaps even including
assassination of Diem, provided such situation had
been organized by Nhu and was controlled by him.

5. The key to any plan to prevent Nhu's accession to
the Presidency will be Vice President Tho, and the best
plan would be to form a nationally supported action
committee, outside the present government, whose task
would be, in the event of Diem’s departure, to assist Tho
to attain the Presidency and then to maintain himself in
power as prescribed by the Constitution.

6. We are pessimistic about the possibility of improving
Nhu’s domestic or international image by any means
which we can envision. He has been the subject of
volumes of adverse comment both in Vietnam and
abroad, and the importance of Madame Nhu as a
liability has been mentioned above. So far as the Army
of the Republic of Vietham (ARVN) is concemed, it can
probably be said that Brigadier General Huynh Van
Cao, Commander, IV Corps, is the only general officer
who has a reputation of having unequivocally supported
Nhu thus far—even this statement must be qualified,
however, by noting that it is a moot point whether the
troops of the two divisions in Cao’s command would
remain loyal to him.

It thus follows that it would be as difficult to raise
Nhu’s stature in the ARVN eyes as in the case of the
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quan ching Viét Nam va ca thé giéi. Nhu cac
c&p chi huy ctia Quan d6i VNCH déu hiéu rd,
ong Diém luén tu minh kiém soat viéc bé nhiém
cac chi huy cao cdp trong quan d6i, va vé diém
nay thi ho khéng c6 1y do théi thic nao dé phai
trung thanh sau dam v6i 6ng Nhu.

7. Quan hé gitia Nhu va Ngé Dinh C4n gém mét
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s6 diéu phtic tap. Tt nhiéu nam, hai anh em
da khac nhau trén nhiéu van dé, va da khai
sinh ra nhiéu t8 chiic chinh tri n6i bo dé thudng
tranh chdp nhau trén nhiing chuyén nhu b6
nhiém nguoi vao cic vi tri trung cap va cip
thap, hodc nhiing déc quyén kinh t& béo bs. Ba
Nhu lai ciing 14 mét yéu t6 vi ba ta va éng Can
von ghét nhau. Thém niia, ong C4n thudng néi
dén tri phan doan thap va kha ning thuc tién
trong 1lanh dao cua Nhu. Du vay, trong mot
cudc khung hoang ma Nhu cd dat dugc quyén
luc Téng thong thi sau khi - va chi sau khi -
ong Diém bi loai khoi chinh trucéng, Nhu méi c¢6
thé tréng cay vao su trg gitp cia Cén, va Nhu
s& nd luc hét stic dé gianh dudge su trg giap dé.
Phan 16n quyén luc ciia C4n 6 mién Trung la
dén tit Sai Gon, va dé duy tri quyén luc nay
trong mot khoang thoi gian 1au dai, Cén phai
can dén mot su yém trg lién tuc. Cén sé c6 1y do
12 khi Nhu lam Téng thong 6 Sai Gon, C4n sé
¢6 nhiéu cd may nhan dugde yém trg hon 1a véi
mét tap doan lanh dao khac. Anh hudng ctia
C4n trong giai doan khting hoang hén 14, 6 mot
muc d0 nao d6, doc lap véi Sai Gon, dua trén
nhan thic dong hoi déng thuyén cua chinh
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Vietnamese and foreign public at large. As the ARVN
commanders are certainly fully aware, Diem has always
exercised close personal control over the assignment
of his top military leaders, and the military leaders have
no compelling reason for being deeply loyal to Nhu on
this score.

7. The relationship between Nhu and Ngo Dinh Can
involves a number of complexities. The two brothers
have differed on many issues over the years and
have constructed internal political organizations which
frequently compete with one another on such matters
as appointment to lower and medium level jobs and
access to lucrative economic franchises. Madame
Nhu is again a factor, in that she and Can detest each
other. Additionally, Can has often expressed a low
opinion of Nhu’s judgment and practical ability as a
leader. Nevertheless, in a crisis involving Nhu’s efforts
to attain the Presidency, after—and only after—Diem’s
disappearance from the scene, Nhu could probably
count upon Can’s assistance and would make strenuous
efforts to obtain it.

A large measure of Can’s power in Central Vietham is
derived from support from Saigon, and to retain that
power over a long period, he must have continued
support. Can would reason that with Nhu in office in
Saigon, he would stand a better chance of continued
support than he would from any other leadership. Can’s
influence during a crisis period would be in a measure
independent of Saigon, in that it is based upon a
sense of identification with him on the part of provincial
authorities, both civil and military, who obtained and
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quyén dan su va quan su 6 cac tinh [mién Trung]
d61 véi ong ta, vi nhiing ngudi nay von dat duge
va duy tri vi trf cia chinh ho nhé khong tach roi
khéi Can. Can ndm giii duge cap dudi khong phai
vi ho trung thanh, ma vi ho y thtc dugc rang
khéng c6 C4an thi ho sé rét c6 thé bi mat chiic.
Trong khi suy doan vé quan hé cia Can d6i
v6i Nhu, va phan tng cia Cdn néu Nhu tién
chiém quyén luc, kinh nghiém qua khi cho
thdy trong mét cudc khing hoang, khong thé
luén tréng cay Can sé déng mot vai tro hop 1y,
ngay ca khi c6 dinh liu dén quyén lgi thiét than
ctia Can. Tuy 14 mét chinh tri gia khon ngoan,
C4n d& nhiéu 1an t6 ra c6 khuynh huéng hoang
hét trong nhiing trudng hop khén cdp, hay chi
don gian tranh dé6i dién véi tinh huéng ma 6ng
ta cho 1a sé gip nhiing van dé kho6 khin.

. Tém lai, cd may dé Nhu lén lam Téng thong

dudc lugng dinh nhu sau:

. Trong tinh huéng khong phai mdot cudc dao

chanh chéng lai Diém, c¢d may dé Nhu 1én lam
Téng thong tit dau 1a khéa thuan 1gi.

. Trong moét cudc dao chanh chéng lai Diém,

chuyén Nhu 1én lam Téng théng hau nhu la
khéng thé. Khéng nhiing thé, Nhu va vg rit c6
thé trd thanh nan nhan cta cudc dao chanh.

c. Néu chinh Nhu tu minh chiém 14y chic Téng
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thong, co may ciing c¢6 vi thé va duy tri quyén
luc trong mot thoi gian dai 1a rat kho.
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hold their own positions with, at the very least, his
concurrence. Can’s hold over his subordinates is not so
much a matter of their loyalty to him as a realization
on their part that without him they could very likely lose
their own positions.

In speculating upon Can’s relations with Nhu, and his
likely course of action if the latter makes a bid for power,
past experience suggests that Can, in a crisis, cannot
always be counted upon to play a rational role, even
in terms of his own best interests. Though a shrewd
politician, he nevertheless has [Page 574]several times
shown a tendency to panic in emergencies, or simply to
withdraw in the face of situations which he regards as
presenting difficult problems.

8. In conclusion, Nhu’s chances of achieving the
Presidency are assessed as follows:

a. In a situation other than a coup d’etat directed
against Diem, Nhu’s chances of initially taking over the
Presidency are fair.

b. In a coup d’etat against Diem, it would be almost
impossible for Nhu to become President. In fact, he and
his wife could very well be victims of the coup.

c. If Nhu should initially take over the Presidency, his
chances of solidifying his position and maintaining
himself in power over an extended period are poor.
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Cu si Nguyén Giac trich dich tu sach “Death
of a Generation: How the Assassinations of
Diem and JFK Prolonged the Vietnam War”.
Téc gia: Gido su Howard Jones - Nha xuat ban
Oxford University Press, 2003.

LGOI NGUGI DICH:

Bai nay sé chon dich vé nhiing cuéc moéc néi,
thuong thuyét mat gitia Ha No6i va 6ng Ngo Dinh
Nhu, qua su trung gian gitta Pai st Ba Lan, Kham
st Vatican, Dai st Phap va Chu tich Uy hoi ICC
(International Control Commission - Uy Hai Quoc T&
Kiém Soat Pinh Chién). Phan dudc trich dich 14 cac
trang 310-314, 344-345, 362-364 va 406.

Téc pham nay dudc viét rat muc céng phu trong 15
nim, béi Howard Jones, Gido su Dai hoc University
of Alabama, khéc tat ca nhiing sach trude dé, vi su
dung rat nhiéu ngudn, trong d6 c6 nhiing cudc diéu
tran chua dudc in trén sach, bao nao.

Ban thao dudc Jones dua cho 4 vi gido su ban 6ng
la David Beito, Ron Robel, Tony Freyer va Forrest
McDonald, cung day tai Pai hoc nay, dé nhs ho doc,
soat lai va gbép y. Jones cling dua cho nhiéu gido
su va hoc gia khac doc va gép ¥, bao gobm: James K.
Galbraith, 6 University of Texas; Paul Hendrickson, 6
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b4o Washington Post va 1a tac gia mot tac pham vé Bo
Truéng Quoc Phong Robert McNamara; Ken Hughes,
¢ University of Virginia; Don Rakestraw, 6 Georgia
Southern University; va Pete Maslowski, University
of Nebraska.

Dac biét, Jones da phdéng van nhiéu ngudi lién
hé t6i thoi ky 1963 tai Viét Nam, trong d6 c6 Daniel
Ellsberg, John Kenneth Galbraith, Roger Hilsman,
Jack Langguth, Robert McNamara, Walt Rostow va
Dean Rusk.

Jones ciling dudc gitp tai liéu tit hang chuc hoc gia
khéc tai cac Thu Vién Téng Théng John F. Kennedy
Library, Gerald R. Ford Library, Lyndon B. Johnson
Library, Trung Tam Van Khé Quéc Gia. Trong dé co6
nhiing cudc diéu tran chua ting phé bién.

C6 thé ké, mot dién hinh cho su nghién ciiu cong
phu ctia tac phdm nay nhu chi thich s6 47 cta trang
314, trong d6 dan t6i 7 ngudn khac nhau. Nhiing
chi thich khac da dan 4 ngudn, hay 5 ngudn 1a binh
thuong. Vé cac chi thich, chi nhiing chd thich c¢6 noi
dung dién gidi méi duge Viét dich. Cac chi thich nao
chi mang ndi dung dan chu tai liéu sé khong duge
dich. Nhu vay, ngudi nghién ctu c¢6 thé dua vao cac
dan chd nay dé dang tim ra tai liéu goc Anh ngii.

C6 thé ghi nhan mot s6 dién bién noi day:

- Ngay 25-8-1963, Tuéng Nguyén Khanh néi véi
mot vién chtc My rang ong Ngbé Dinh Nhu
dang lién lac véi Ha Noéi, va bay to quan ngai,
riang cac tuéng sé chong téi cing cac giai phap
thuong lugng Nam-Béc va trung lap héa Mién
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Nam, vi ho s¢ sé bi tra thu.

- Chinh pht Kennedy xem viéc Nhu tim hiép uéc
v61 Ha Noi 1a phan boi long tin cua My.

- Dai st Nolting néi 1a c6 biét cac dai dién Viét
cong t6i thang Dinh Téng Thong, vao hop va di
ra binh an.

- C6 nhiéu tin trong mua hé 1963 rang Nhu lién
lac v61 Ha No1 qua trung gian Kham st Vatican,
Dai dién Ba Lan ¢ ICC (Maneli), Pai st Phap,
Dai stt An, Pai st Y.

- Phap muén trung lap héa Nam VN.

- Dau nam 1963, Nhu da gip mot dai dién Viét
cong 6 Hué.

- Dai dién Ba Lan 6 ICC 1a Maneli, thang 8-1963
bao cao vé chinh phti Ba Lan rang trong khi anh
em Diém-Nhu dan ap Phat giao di doi, Cong
san Ha No6i qua nhiing cudc thuong thuyét da
hy vong sé hé trg Diém-Nhu dé yéu cau ngudi
Mg riit khdi VN.

- Nhu néi trong mot budi hop 15 tuéng lanh rang
Nhu dang thuong thuyét v6i Ha Noi, va khong
s chuyén My cit vién trg, vi cudc chién sé
ngung.

- Nhu viét bai trén bao Times of Vietnam &n ban
dau thang 9-1963 néi rang My dang Am muu
dao chanh anh em Diém-Nhu.

- Nhu hit nha phién, va mang bénh 4o tudng vé
“su vi dai cua Nhu”. Ngon ngti Nhu dung trong
mot budi gip Maneli c¢6 ddu hiéu cho thady Nhu
bi bénh tam than.
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- Trong thang 9-1963, Nhu cting khoe v6i Alsop,
mot nha binh luan Hoa Ky, ring Nhu dang néi
chuyén véi Ha Noi.

- Tinh bao My nhén ra trong thang 10-1963, tai
Sai Gon ¢6 10 Am muu dao chanh, muén lat do
anh em nha Ngo, nhung chi nhém cic tudng
lanh 14 c6 k& hoach kha thi.

- Pai st Lodge néi rang My khong c¢6 cach nao
ngan cudc dao chanh dude, vi cac tuéng lanh tu
thay sé bi tra thu, mat hét dusng séng khi Nhu
bét tay véi Ha Noi.

- Tuéng Ton That Pinh néi rang Nhu da hop véi
Tuéng Viét cong Van Tién Diing qua Uy héi
ICC.

- Xem chu thich 38: Gidéi ngoai giao tai Sai Gon
chuyén cho nhau mét t&m hinh va nghi 1a c6
dan diu tinh cam b4t chinh gitia Maneli va Ba
Nhu, nhung Maneli bac bo.
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TU TRANG 310 DEN TRANG 314

[Trang 310] Gan nhu tit cd cAc ngudn tin déu
nhéan dinh 6ng Nhu 12 nan dé chinh, va Dai st Lodge
van dé dit, canh giac Toa Bach Oc vao ngay 24-8-
1963 ring chua t6i lic dé ding vé phia cac tuéng lanh
VNCH. Lodge khong déng y v6i CIA, co quan tinh bao
nay goi ong Nhu la “nhan vat nim quyén, c6 thé la
khong c6 su chdp thuan caa Téng Thong Diém.”

Can ct vao nhiing cudc néi chuyén riéng ré véi
[B6 Trudng Nguyén Dinh] Thuan, [Chanh Vin Phong
Pht Téng Théng V6 Vian] Hai, [Tuéng Tran Van]Dén
va [Tuéng Lé Van] Kim, Pai st Lodge khéng dinh
ring 6ng Nhu (“néu khong hoan chi muu”) rat c6 thé
da c6 su ing ho cua 6ng Diém trong viéc 1én ké& hoach
can quét [cac chual. R4t c6 kha ning quan d6i VNCH
khong tham gia t4n cong chua, va phia gay toi 1a canh
sat va Luc Lugng Dic Biét cua [Dai Ta Lé Quang]
Tung. Pai stt Lodge nhdn manh rang, diéu quan trong
nhat 14, ca 3 si quan chi huy quan su quyén luc nhat
tai Sai Gon - Don, Pinh va Tung - van giii long trung
thanh véi hoac 6ng Diém hoac 6ng Nhu. Bat ky nd luc
nao tit phia My mudn van dung céc tuéng sé 1a “mot
toan tinh day rui ro”.

Vao thoi diém quan trong nay, Tuéng Nguyén
Khanh thong bao cho John Richardson, Truéng Phong
CIA tai Sai Gon, vao ngay Chu Nhat 25-8-1963 vé
mot dién bién dang quan ngai: Nhu dang xem xét mot
thoa uéc véi Ha Noi dé két thuc chién tranh. Bén canh
viéc 1am mat mat cic tuéng lanh trong tran tong tin
cong cac chua, c¢6 phai Nhu ciing mudn tim kiém méot
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[Page 310] Almost every source considered Nhu the
central problem, and yet Lodge remained cautious,
warning the White House on August 24 that the time
was not right to cast its lot with the generals. Lodge did
not agree with the CIA, which called Nhu “the controlling
figure, possibly without President Diem’s assent.”

Based on the separate conversations with Thuan, Hai,
Don, and Kim, Lodge asserted that Nhu (“if he did not
fully mastermind it”) probably had Diem’s support in
planning the raids. It seemed likely that the army had
not participated in the pagoda strikes and that the guilty
parties were the police and Tung’s Special Forces. But
most important, Lodge emphasized, all three officers
commanding significant military strength in Saigon—
Don, Dinh, and Tung—remained loyal to either Diem or
Nhu. Any U.S. effort to manipulate the generals would
be “a shot in the dark.”

At this critical juncture, General Khanh informed the
CIA Station Chief in Saigon, John Richardson, on
Sunday, August 25, of a disturbing development: Nhu
was considering an agreement with Hanoi that would
end the war. Besides dishonoring the generals in
the pagoda raids, did Nhu also seek a North—South

' Lodge to Rusk, Aug. 24, 1963, FRUS, 3: Vietnam January-
August 1963, 620-21; President’s Intelligence Checklist (sent
to Hyannis Port, Mass. ), Aug. 24, 1963, ibid. , ed. note, 626;
Current Intelligence Memorandum, CIA, Aug. 26, 1963, ibid. ,
ed. note, 626
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thuong lugng gitia hai mién Nam Béc dé budc ngudi
My phai rat khoi Viét Nam? Chinh phu Kennedy 1én
an hanh vi phan boi 1ong tin nay, mic da mot nam
trude d6 My da kin dao cho Harriman' tham do vé
nhiing kha ning tuong tu véi cac dai dién Ha Noi tai
Geneva. Nhiéu nam sau, Hilsman® néi rang Toa Bach
Oc béac bo vi xem céc thuong thuyét nhu thé chi nhu
nhiing nd luc cta ché d6 Diém dé tao ap luc véi Hoa
Ky. Nhung céo budc cua Tuéng Khanh lap ttc thu
hit su chd y tai B6 Ngoai Giao M§, nhiing ngudi van
xem Ong ta 1a “mdt trong cac tuéng lanh xudt sic, vira
can dam, via phtc tap.”

Diéu quan trong nhat 1a cac tuéng 1anh VNCH tin
vao chuyén nay. Tuéng Khanh néi véi mot vién chic
CIA tai Sai Gon réng ho lo sg cho sinh mang cua ho,
va “sé tat yéu néi day” néu Nhu tim mot hiép uée véi
hosc Ha Noi, hodc véi Cong San Trung Quéc dé trung
lap héa mién Nam VN. Cac tuéng lanh nghi réng,
sau d6, Nhu sé chia mii dui sang ho. Ho “sé khang
cu dit doi néu cac chinh khach hién ndm quyén luc lai
di sai 161.” Do sy khac nhau vé mui gio, btic dién vin
béo céo budi hop gitta Tuéng Khanh véi Richardson
da dén Washington vao tht Bay, 24-8-1963, luc 9:30
gid sang.

Chuyén Tuéng Khanh néi khong gdy ngac nhién
nhiéu 6 Washington. Cuu Dai st My tai VN Frederick
Nolting trudc d6 da tuong trinh vé nhiéu cudc lién lac
ngd sau do Nhu thuc hién véi Cong san ma 6ng Diém

i Ttc la William Averell Harriman, Tha Trudng Ngoai Giao Hoa
Ky vé Chinh Tri Vu.
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settlement that would force a U.S. withdrawal? The
Kennedy administration denounced this betrayal of trust,
even though a year earlier it had privately authorized
Harriman to explore similar possibilities with Hanoi’s
representatives in Geneva. Hilsman asserted years
afterward that the White House dismissed all such talk
as the Diem regime’s attempt to place pressure on
the United States. But Khanh’s allegations attracted
immediate attention in the state department, which
considered him “one of [the] best of Generals, both
courageous and sophisticated.”

Most important, the ARVN generals believed the story.
Khanh told a CIA officer in Saigon that they feared for
their lives and “would definitely revolt” if Nhu sought
an agreement with either Hanoi or Communist China
that neutralized South Vietnam. Afterward, the generals
realized, Nhu would turn on them. They “would go down
fighting if the politicians now in power moved in the
wrong direction.” Because of the difference in times,
the cable reporting Khanh’s meeting with Richardson
arrived in Washington on Saturday, August 24, at 9:30
in the morning."

Khanh’s story could not have been a total surprise in
Washington. Nolting had reported a number of back-
channel contacts made by Nhu with the Communists

' Acting sec. of state to Lodge, Aug. 25, 1963, FRUS, 3: Vietnam
January- August 1963, 635; CIA station in Saigon to CIA in
Washington, Aug. 25, 1963, ibid. , 633-34; author’s interview
with Hilsman, Sept. 17, 2001; Hammer, Death in November,
177; Winters, Year of the Hare, 61.
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“déu biét ca”. Tuy nhién, Trueheart! bac bo thong tin
réng Nhu dang bi mat thuong thuyét véi Bic Viét va
muén Hoa Ky riut quan khoi VN. “Té1 thuc su nghi d6
phan nhiéu 12 tin nham.” Nhung r6i nhiéu nim sau,
[Pai st] Nolting hoi tudng lai rang: “Céc lanh tu Viét
cong t6i thdng van phong cta Nhu trong Dinh Téng
Théng... v6i thoa thuan riang ho sé khong bi bét trong
khi 6 d6.” Nolting néi: “T6i da biét chuyén d6. Va toi
biét chic rang ho da néi, ‘Ping dé ngusi My vao sau
& day. Va Nhu da dap lai, ‘Ping dé ngudi Tau dinh
[Trang 311] vao chuyén nay.”

Nolting ghi nhan rang Washington chi trich hanh
dong cua anh em Diém-Nhu 12 phan boi. “Téi da
thuc su khé khén khi ¢6 néi rang, ‘Hay doi da, c6 thé
chuyén nay khéng phai 1a phan boi. Cé thé day la
phuong thtic dé dan xép viéc nay. Hay cho ho [Diém-
Nhu] mot co hdi. Ho khong qua ngu ngdc dén thé, va
ho sé khong phan bdi ching ta.” Nhu dang tim cach
thuyét phuc bon Viét cong ‘hay ban ding [mién Bic],
mot cach hiéu qua, cho chinh phu [VNCH].”

Toa Bach Oc da quyét dinh khong can thiép, dé
yén vu viéc dién tién, chiing niao ma ché do Diém
chua ban ding [Mién Nam] cho Cong san. Nolting
da khong biét chic ai sé tra 10i cac dién van cua ong,
nhung r6i Ruski da ky tén tat ca.

Loi ké cta Nolting pht hgp véi nhiéu tin nghe dude
trong mua hé 1963, ring Dai dién Ba Lan cta Uy Hoi
Kiém Soat Qudc T& ICC, Mieczylaw Maneli, déng vai

i Ttic Pho Pai SG My William Trueheart.
i TGc BO Trudng Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky Dean Rusk.
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that his brother “knew all about.” Trueheart, however,
disputed the claim that Nhu was privately dealing with
North Vietnam and wanted U.S. forces withdrawn. “I
really think that was a lot of horseshit.” Years afterward,
however, Nolting recalled that “Viet Cong leaders
would come into Nhu'’s office in the palace . . . under a
gentlemen’s agreement that they wouldn’t be nabbed
while they were there.” “| knew about this,” Nolting
declared. “And I’'m sure they said, ‘Don’t let the Ameri-
cans get any heavier in here.” And Nhu said, ‘Don’t let
the Chinese meddle [Page 311] in this one.”

Washington, Nolting noted, blasted the Ngo brothers’
actions as treason. “l got into real difficulties on occasion
trying to say, ‘Wait a minute. Maybe this isn’t so treasonable.
Maybe this is the way to compose this thing. Give them a
chance. They’re not all that stupid, and they’re not going
to betray us.” Nhu was trying to persuade the Vietcong “to
sell out, in effect, to the government.”

The White House decided not to interfere, letting the
business proceed as long as the Diem regime did not
sell out to the Communists. Nolting was not sure who
responded to his telegrams, but Rusk’s signature was
on all of them.’

Nolting’s account fits with numerous well-founded stories
in the summer of 1963 that the Polish representative
on the International Control Commission, Mieczyslaw
Maneli, was serving as a peace intermediary between

' Nolting Oral History Interview, 80-81 (May 6, 1970), JFKL;
Trueheart Oral History Interview, 1: 53-54, LBJL; Nolting Oral
History Interview, 115-16, May 7, 1970, by Joseph E. O’Connor,
for JFKL Oral History Program.
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trung gian hoa binh gitta Nhu va Ha N6i. Maneli da
tling song sé6t qua trai tap trung Auschwitz trong Thé
Chién 2, Idc dé 1a gido su luat & dai hoc University of
Warsaw va la dang vién Cong San, sau d6 xac nhan
rang 6ng da hai 14n gap 6ng Nhu. Lan dau la ngay
25-8-1963, trong mot budi tiép tan & Sai Gon ¢ tham
du ctia nhiéu dai dién ngoai giao, va 1an thd nhi 1a gap
riéng tai Dinh Gia Long vao ngay 2-9-1963.

Dai st Phap tai Sai Gon, Roger Lalouette, da thu
x&p budi hop dau tién véi su hd trg tit Pai st An bo
va la Cha tich ICC Ramchundur Goburdhun, Dai st
Y Giovanni Orlandi, va Kham st Vatican 1a Dac Ong
Salvatore d‘Asta. Theo 161 Maneli, Lalouette da tim
cach phat trién mot cude trao d6i van héa va kinh t&
gitia nhiing ngudi Viét thu nghich nhau dé dit nén
tang cho su thong nhat Viéet Nam va do vay sé “dua
ché& d6 Diém vé lai than Phap va tach khoi phia nguoi
My v6 tinh.”

Viéc két thic chién tranh sé cho phép trung lap
héa Viét Nam theo dudng huéng cua Téng Thong
Phap Charles de Gaulle, ngudi c6 y dinh két hgp Viét
Nam véi hai nuée trung lap Lao va Cam Bét dé bién
viing nay mot 1an niia trd thanh “vién ngoc trong hao
quang vi dai ctia nuée Phap.” Thoi diém ctia budi hop
diu tién gitia Nhu va Maneli tring hgp véi 16i bao
dong ti Tuéng Khanh va thém phan xac thuc cho néi
lo s¢ ctia 6ng ta.'

' Mieczyslaw Maneli, War of the Vanquished (New York: Harper
and Row, 1971), 115, 117-18, 121, 125. C6 mot bldc anh da
lan truyén trong gidi ngoai giao cho thdy c6 méi quan hé tinh
cdm bat chinh gita Maneli va ba Nhu. Maneli pht nhan cac
céo budc, nhung dua ra nhan xét di dém rang: “quan hé tinh
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Nhu and Hanoi. Maneli, who had survived the
concentration camp at Auschwitz during World War I
and was now a University of Warsaw law professor and
member of the Communist party, later affirmed he met
twice with Nhu. The first occasion was on August 25, at
a reception in Saigon attended by a large gathering of
diplomatic representatives, and the second time was in
private at Gia Long Palace on September 2.

The French ambassadorin Saigon, Roger Lalouette, had
arranged the initial meeting with the support of Indian
ambassador and ICC chair Ramchundur Goburdhun,
Italian ambassador Giovanni Orlandi, and the Vatican’s
delegate, Monsignor Salvatore d’Asta. Lalouette,
according to Maneli, sought to develop a cultural
and economic exchange between the Vietnamese
antagonists that would lay the basis for reunification
and thereby “redeem the Diem regime for France from
the reckless Americans.”

The end of the war would permit neutralization under
the direction of French president Charles de Gaulle,
who intended to combine Vietnam with neutral Laos
and Cambodia and make the region once again “a
pearl in the ‘grandeur de France.” The timing of the first
meeting between Nhu and Maneli coincided with the
alarm expressed by Khanh and lends credence to his
fears.'

' Mieczyslaw Maneli, War of the Vanquished (New York: Harper
and Row, 1971), 115, 117-18, 121, 125. A photograph had
circulated among the diplomatic corps that suggested an immoral
liaison between Maneli and Madame Nhu. Maneli denied both
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Khi Maneli 1an dau dua ra ké& hoach hoda binh
nay cho Ha Noi xem vao mua xuin 1963, Thu Tuéng
Pham Vin Péng lip lai 161 khdng dinh truée dé cua
ong H6 Chi Minh rang Bic Viét sn sang thuong
thuyét vao bat ky lic nao. Ngoai Trudng Xuin Thuy
da c6 mot danh sach hang héa trong d6 c6 ca than va
cac vat liéu k§ nghé khac, ma chinh pha Bic Viét sé
trao d6i v6i mién Nam dé déi 18y gao va nhiéu luong
thuc khac. Ca 2 lanh tu Béc Viét déu coéng khai chi
trich ché @ Diém nhung néi van sin sang thuong
thuyét. Ong Hé trude d6 ciing da néi véi Goburdhun
rang Diém 14 “mét ngudi yéu nude theo kiéu ong 4y~
va rang giao thuong 1a c6 thé. Ong Hé néi: “Khi gip
ong Diém, hay thay toi bat tay ong ay.”"

Vao thang 7-1963, Maneli tham Ha Nbi lan niia,
sau d6 néi rang quan tAm muén thuong thuyét ciia 6ng
Hb da tac dong quyét dinh ctia NLF (Mat tran Dan toc
Giai phéng mién Nam Viét Nam) dé khong leo thang

ai v6i mot phu n hap dan va khac thuong nhu ba Nhu... thi
chi cang t6 diém thém cho ti€u st clia mot ngudi dan ong.”
Ibid. , 112-13. Xem thém Langguth, Our Vietnam, 232, and
Logevall, Choosing War, 6-12. Sau do, khi bj truc xuét khoi Ba
Lan, Maneli da dén Hoa Ky va gidng day khoa hoc chinh trj tai
triong Queens College & New York. Hammer cting nhan manh
y mudn tai kiém soat Viét Nam clia ngudi Phap. Xem Death in
November, 222. Tuéng Dinh c6 noi véi bao chi rang chinh pht
ong Diém “da tham gia cac cudc thuong thuyét voi Cong san...
bang cach lién lac véi dai dién ctia Ba Lan & ICC.” Policy of the
Military Revolutionary Council and the Provisional Government
of the Republic of Vietnam (Saigon: Ministry of Information,
1963), 32. Wason Pamphlet, Department of State Vietnam
373+. Echols Collection: Selections on the Vietham War.

Maneli, War of the Vanquished, 121-22; trich dan 15i 6ng Ho
trong Hammer, Death in November, 221-22.

-
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When Maneli had first presented these peace plans to
Hanoi in the spring of 1963, Prime Minister Pham Van
Dong repeated Ho Chi Minh’s earlier assertion that
the North Viethnamese were ready to negotiate at any
time. Foreign Minister Xuan Thuy had a list of goods
that included coal and other industrial materials, which
his government would exchange with the south for rice
and various foodstuffs. Both North Vietnamese leaders
were openly hostile to the Diem regime but nonetheless
receptive to negotiations. Ho had earlier conceded to
Goburdhun that Diem was “a patriot in his way” and that
trade relations were possible. “Shake hands with him for
me if you see him,” Ho declared.’

In July 1963, Maneli visited Hanoi again, later claiming
that Ho's interest in negotiations had shaped the NLF’s
decision against escalating its actions during the
Buddhist crisis. Indeed, the North Vietnamese indicated

charges, although wittily remarking that “a love affair with as
interesting and unusual a woman as Madame Nhu... could only
adorn a man’s biography. ” Ibid. , 112-13. See also Langguth,
Our Vietnam, 232, and Logevall, Choosing War, 6-12. Later
exiled from Poland, Maneli came to the United States and taught
political science at Queens College in New York. Hammer also
emphasizes France’s wish to reestablish its control over Vietnam.
See Death in November, 222. Dinh told the press that the Diem
government “had entered negotiations with the Communists...
by contacting the Polish representative on the ICC.” Policy of the
Military Revolutionary Council and the Provisional Government
of the Republic of Vietnam (Saigon: Ministry of Information,
1963), 32. Wason Pamphlet, Department of State Vietnam
373+. Echols Collection: Selections on the Vietham War.

' Maneli, War of the Vanquished, 121-22; Ho quoted in Hammer,
Death in November, 221-22.
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hanh dong trong khi chinh pht 6ng Diém cing thing
véi Phat gido. Thuc su, Bac VN da cho thay [Trang 312]
rang 6ng Diém c6 thé trd thanh mét nguyén thu c6 thé
chip nhan duge cua chinh phu Sai Gon. Lalouette da
nghi rang Diém sé& s6ng s6t néu chap nhan mot thuong
thuyét chinh tri. “Né&u con & lai, 6ng Diém han phai
thay d6i ca hé théng, nhung [ddi lai] éng ta c6 chinh
pht va nha nuéc, va c6 nhan su t6t.”

Mua hé nam d6, 6ng Ho cong khai kéu goi mot
cudc ngung ban, 14n nay cb vé la thuc tAm, xét tit moi
quan ngai cia Bic Viét doi véi viec M§ md rong can
thiép quin su. Maneli cting thay hy vong viéc Diém
van con ndm quyén - it nhat 14 mot thoi gian niia.
“Néu chinh phu Ha No6i khong né luc tdn cong nham
lat d6 Diém va Nhu tit Sai Gon, diéu nay chic chin vi
Ha N6i mudn Diém-Nhu ndm quyén thém mét thoi
gian nita - du 1au dé dat mét thda ude véi ho sau lung
nguci My.” Dua theo théng tin nhan duge tt Ha Noi
thi 6ng Nhu c6 1& da néi chuyén véi 6ng Ho “qua cac
dac st truc tiép tu Ha Noi, véi su gitip d6 ciia nguoi
Phap.” Maneli da néi dung. Vai nam sau d6, theo bao
Hoa Binh c¢6 tda soan 6 Sai Gon thi 6ng Nhu da gap
cac dai dién Viét cong tai Hué, thanh phé qué nha ctua
ong, vao dau ndm 1963.

Ong Nhu ldc d6 néi chuyén véi ngusi anh em cta
mot dai st Bic Viét, va thuong thuyét da khdi su vao
thang 7-1963, nhu Maneli nghi ngs. Va, diang nhu
suy nghi cua Lalouette, nhiing cudc thuong thuyét bi
mat nay giip giai thich vi sao Viét cong khong lgi
dung thoi cd trong khi 6ng Diém cang thing véi My dé
tung ra mot tran t4n cong 16n vao cudl thang 8-1963.
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[Page 312] that Diem could become an acceptable
head of the Saigon government. Lalouette thought Diem
would survive if he accepted a political settlement. “He
would have had to change the system if he stayed on,
but he had the government and administration, and he
had good men.”

That summer, Ho publicly called for a ceasefire that,
this time, seemed sincere in light of his government’s
concern over the expanding U.S. military involvement.
Maneli also saw hope for Diem’s staying in office—at
least for a while. “If the government in Hanoi does not
undertake an offensive designed to remove Diem and
Nhu from Saigon, this is certainly because it wishes
them to survive for a time yet—Ilong enough to come
to an agreement with them behind the Americans’
backs.” Based on information received in the North,
Nhu had perhaps already talked with Ho “through direct
emissaries of the North, with the help of the French.”
Maneli was correct. Years later, according to the
Saigon newspaper Hoa Binh, Nhu met with Vietcong
representatives in his home city of Hué in early 1963.

He then talked with the brother of a North Viethamese
ambassador, and negotiations had begun by July, as
Maneli suspected. And, in accordance with Lalouette’s
thinking, these secret discussions help to explain why
the Vietcong did not take advantage of Diem’s troubles
with the United States by launching a major assault in
late August.

' Maneli, War of the Vanquished, 127; Hammer, Death in
November, 223; Lalouette quoted in ibid.
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Khi Maneli héi Pham Vian Déng va Xuan Thuy!
rang éng nén néi gi néu 6ng Nhu moi thlidng thuyét,
ho da tra 16i: “Bat ci nhiing gi ngal biét vé lap trudng
ctia ching t6i vé hgp tac trao ddi kinh t& va van hoéa, vé
hoa binh va théng nhat dat nude. Mot diéu chic chin
l1a: Nguoi My phai ra di. Trén can ban chinh tri nay,
ching ta c6 thé thuong thuyét vé moi thi.” Maneli da
héi Pham Van Déng (v6i 6ng H6 Chi Minh lic d6 diing
trong phong, “lang 18, nhu dudng bi cudng ép”) rang
lieu Ha Noi c6 ctiu xét “mot hinh thic lién bang véi
Diém-Nhu hay mot hinh thic ndo d6 mang ban chat
cua mot chinh phu lién hiép” hay khong. Thu tuéng
Pham Vian Déng tuyén bé: “Moi thi déu c6 thé thuong
thuyét dugc dua trén nén tang doc lap va chta quyén
cia Viét Nam. Hiép uéc Geneva cung cdp nén tang
phap 1y va chinh tri cho diéu nay: khong lap doanh trai
hay dé linh nudc ngoai trén lanh thd Viét Nam. Ching
t61 c6 thé dat t6i mot hiép ude véi bat ky ngudi Viet
Nam nao.” Maneli canh béao rang cac cudng quoc Tay
phuong sé chéng mot chinh pht lién hiép va [sé] doi an
toan cho anh em Diém-Nhu. Pham Van Pong lip lai:
“Moi thit déu c6 thé 1a dé tai thuong thuyét. Ching téi
c6 uéc mudn chan thuc cham dit tranh chap, thiét 1ap
hoa binh va théng nhat trén cin ban hoan toan thuc
t&. Ching t6i 1a nhiing ngudi thuc t&.”

Maneli két thic trong ban Phic trinh gui cap
chi huy ctia 6ng tai Warsaw ngay 10-7-1963 rang ca

-

Maneli, War of the Vanquished, 127-28; Hammer, Death in
November, 223-24; Winters, Year of the Hare, 43-44; Duiker,
Ho Chi Minh, 534. Ong H6 Chi Minh cting bay té ciing mot
diéu khodn hoa binh nhu vay trong cudc phéng van voi Wilfred
Burchett dang trén td New Times clla Moscow ngay 29 thang 5,
1963. Xem FRUS, 4: Vietnam August-December 1963, 85 n. 3.

Thi Tuéng va Bo trudng Ngoai gido clia Bic Viét.
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When Maneli asked Pham Van Dong and Xuan Thuy
what he should say if Nhu invited discussions, they
replied: “Everything you know about our stand on
economic and cultural exchange and cooperation, about
peace and unification. One thing is sure: the Americans
have to leave. On this political basis, we can negotiate
about everything.” Maneli asked Pham Van Dong (with
Ho Chi Minh in the room, “silent, as if intimidated”)
whether Hanoi would consider “some kind of federation
with Diem—Nhu or something in the nature of a coalition
government.” The prime minister declared: “Everything
is negotiable on the basis of the independence and
sovereignty of Vietham. The Geneva Accords supply
the legal and political basis for this: no foreign bases or
troops on our territory. We can come to an agreement
with any Vietnamese.” Maneli warned that the Western
powers would op-pose a coalition government and
insist on the safety of Diem and Nhu. “Everything can be
the subject of negotiations,” Pham Van Dong repeated.
“We have a sincere desire to end hostilities, to establish
peace and unification on a completely realistic basis.
We are realists.”’

Maneli concluded in his report to his superiors in Warsaw
on July 10, 1963, that both Viethamese governments

' Maneli, War of the Vanquished, 127-28; Hammer, Death in
November, 223-24; Winters, Year of the Hare, 43-44; Duiker,
Ho Chi Minh, 534. Ho Chi Minh expressed the same peace
terms in an interview with Wilfred Burchett that appeared in
Moscow’s New Times on May 29, 1963. See FRUS, 4: Vietnam
August-December 1963, 85 n. 3.
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2 chinh pht [Nam Béc] Viét Nam déu muén dat mot
thoa uéc theo ¥ ho. Ho tim cach dat duge diéu d6 ma
“khong c6 su tham du cua cac Siéu Cuong, khong co
Moscow, khong c6 Washington, va chéc chin khong c6
Béc Kinh; ca 2 chinh phtt déu muén ¢6 nhiing cudc noi
chuyén t61 mat va phai giti mot mit ngoai chinh thic
nao d6.” Ha Noi da dén nhan sang kién nay ma khong
xin phép Béc Kinh trudc. Maneli [Trang 313] lién tuc
bao cao vé chinh pht Ba Lan trong dau thang 8-1963
rang, néu Diém va Nhu muon song con, ho phai rdi
khoi Viét Nam ho#c bép chét [phong trao] Phat giso.
Viét cong Ha Noi da chon cach “chs dgi mot cude ‘noi
chién’ méi va ngay ti co hdi dau tién sé hd trg ong
Diém chéng lai nguoi My. ”

Ca Pham Vin Déng va H6 Chi Minh déu néu ra
lap truong ro rang: “Muc tiéu va viéc lam t61 quan
trong cua chung to1i 1a dep bd nguci My. Sau d6 chiing
t6i sé xem [xét cac viéc khac]. ” Maneli tin chic ring
da c6 “mét hiéu biét t6i mat” gita “Diém-Nhu va Ha
N6i”, rang “khi nao Diém-Nhu van con nd luc chong lai
phia My va déng minh, Ha Nbi sé con dé cho ho séng.”

Maneli nhan dinh, viéc b6 nhiém Lodge lam tan
Dai stt My da lam phat sinh céc su kién dan dén viéc
ong lan dau gép 6ng Nhu hém 25-8-1963. Trong thuc
t&, hanh dong cta Tdoa Bach Oc “da tuyén bd két thic
ché& d6 6ng Diém” va budc ho phai dan 4p manh tay
nhiing ngusi Phat ti “than My~ trude khi Lodge téi
Viét Nam. Maneli 1lap luan réng anh em Diém-Nhu
tung ra tran tong tan céng cac chua la dé “tu ctu ho
khéi mét cudc dao chanh do My thuc ddy”, nhung
hanh dong 4y hoéa ra lai lam mAat uy tin ctia ché do
trude nguoi dan Viét va thé giéi.
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wanted to reach an agreement on their own. They
sought to do this “without the participation of the Great
Powers, without Moscow, Washington, and certainly
without Peking [Beijing]; both governments wish for
supersecret talks and the retention of a certain official
facade.” Hanoi had taken the initiative without first
securing Beijing’s approval. If Diem and Nhu wished
to survive, Maneli [Page 313] repeatedly insisted to his
government in early August, they would either have to
leave the country or crush the Buddhists. Hanoi and the
Vietcong had opted to “wait for a new ‘civil war’ and at the
first opportunity will back Diem against the Americans.”

Both Pham Van Dong and Ho Chi Minh had made
their stand clear: “Our most important aim and task
is to get rid of the Americans. And then we will see.”
Maneli had no doubt that “a supersecret understanding”
existed between “Diem—Nhu and Hanoi"— that “as long
as Diem—Nhu are engaged in a struggle against their
American constituents and allies, Hanoi lets them live.”

Lodge’s appointment as the new U.S. ambassador,
Maneli asserted, set off the events that led to his first
meeting with Nhu on August 25, 1963. Indeed, the
White House move “spelled the end of the Diem regime”
and forced it to squelch the “pro-American” Buddhists
before Lodge’s arrival. The premier and his brother had
launched the pagoda raids, Maneli argued, to “save
themselves from an American coup d’etat,” but the act
had instead discredited the regime before its people
and the world.

' Maneli, War of the Vanquished, 128-29, 131, 134.
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Lic d6 rai vao tuyét vong, Nhu da sip xép dé tan
Ngoai Truéng Truong Coéng Cliu moi Maneli dén du
mdt budi tiép tan chi 4 ngay sau tran téng tan cong cac
chua, trong d6 c6 Dai st Lodge trong danh sach khach
moi cic vién chiic ngoai giao. D6 14 mot quyét dinh cuc
ky quan trong. Su hién dién cua Maneli ghi dau lan
diu tién mot nha ngoai giao Cong San tham du mot su
kién ngoai giao nhu thé 6 Sai Gon. Noi d6, trong mot ci
chi rd rang 1 dan dung sin, Lalouette, Orlandi, d‘Asta
va Goburdhun' da dua Maneili dén v6i Nhu.

Nhu néi v61 Maneli trong khi nhéom nha ngoai
giao nay quan sat hai nguoi: “Téi da nghe nhiéu vé
ngai ti cac ban chung cua ching ta. Nguoi Viét chung
to1 6 su nhay cam vé chi quyén dan toc va su ngo vic
khong chi déi véi ngusi Trung Quéc ma con do6i véi tat
ca nhiing ké chiém déng va thuc dan. Tat ca!”?

Maneli va tat nhién 1a c& nhiing nguoi khac dang
trong cudc noéi chuyén, déu nghi trong dau rang: Cé
phai Nhu bao gom ca ngusi My [trong cau néi d6]?

Nhu khéng dinh: “Bay gi6 chung ta muén hoa
binh, va chi muén hoa binh théi... Téi tin rang ny Hoi
Qudc T€ ¢6 thé va nén déng mot vai quan trong trong
viéc tai lap hoa binh tai Viét Nam.”

Maneli cin trong bao dam v6i Nhu rang: T4t ca
nhing thanh vién ﬁy Héi da nghi rang ﬁy Hoi “c6
thé giii vai tro xay dung néu ca hai phia mong muén.”

i Lalouette la Pai st Phap, Orlandi la Dai sa Y, d’Asta 1a Kham st
Vatican, va Goburdhun la Chu tich ICC.

2 Trich dan thG nhat clia Nhu xem trong Hammer, Death in
November, trang 221; trich dan thd hai xem trong Maneli, War
of the Vanquished, trang 138.
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Now desperate, Nhu arranged to have Saigon’s new
foreign minister, Truong Cong Cuu, invite Maneli to a
reception just four days after the raids, which included
Lodge on its guest list of diplomatic dignitaries. It was
a pivotal decision. Maneli’s presence marked the first
time that a Communist diplomat had attended such a
function in Saigon. There, in an obviously staged move,
Lalouette, Orlandi, d’Asta, and Goburdhun brought
Maneli and Nhu together.!

‘I have already heard a great deal about you from our
mutual friends,” Nhu told Maneli as the small circle of
diplomats looked on. “There exists in the Viethamese
people a sensitivity about sovereignty and a mistrust not
only of the Chinese but of all occupants and colonizers,
alll”?

Was he, thought Maneli and undoubtedly the others
taking in the conversation, including the Americans?

‘Now we are interested in peace,” Nhu asserted,
“and only in peace. . . . | believe that the International
Commission can and should play an important role in
restoring peace to Vietnam.”

All members of the commission, Maneli dutifully assured
Nhu, thought it “could play a constructive role if both
sides desired it.”

" Ibid. , 135-37; Hammer, Death in November, 220-21.

2 Nhu's first quote in Hammer, Death in November, 221; Nhu's
second quote in Maneli, War of the Vanquished, 138.
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Nhu nh&n manh, “Chinh phu Viét Nam mong
muén hanh dong theo tinh than cua Hiép Dinh
Geneva.”

Maneli tra 16i rdng, d6 1a cach duy nh4t dé dat
hoa binh va thong nhat."

Lodge c6 gap Maneli trong biia tiéc nhung da bo
di gitta cudc noéi chuyén, diéu nay khing dinh danh
gia ban diu cia Maneli vé tinh kiéu ngao cua vién
Dai sti. Gia nhu Lodge 6 lai thém mot lac thay vi bo di
qua sém trong t6i d6, ¢ thé ong ta da nhan biét cude
thao luan gitta Maneli va Nhu. Két hgp v6i nhiing gi
Toa Bach Oc da biét vé lién lac ctia Nhu véi [Trang
314] Viét cong va véi Bic Viét, nhiing trao d6i cong
khai gitta Maneli va Nhu c6 thé da thic ddy chinh
pht M§ xem xét vé cac tac dong chinh tri. Phai ching
budi gip g6 nay cang cung ¢ thém méi nghi ngs da
lan rong rang Maneli da tré thanh trung gian gitia
hai mién Viét Nam? Nhiing cudc d6i thoai Nam-Béc
d& c6 anh hudng gi d6i véi quan diém cta cac tudng
lanh VNCH vé mot cudc ddo chanh?

111

N6 luc cia Pai st Lodge nham tri hoan bat ky
hanh déng nao [cia chinh phu My] da khong co
anh hudng: Dién vin ngay 24-8-1963 cua 6ng dén
Washington vao ldc 2 gio 5 phit chiéu thi Bay, nhu
mot su sép xép cta dinh ménh, lic d6 chi c6 vai 6
van lam viéc va ho 1a nhiing nguoi cong khai phan déi
ché& do ong Diém. Forrestal, Hilsman va Harriman

' Phan con lai clia cudc ddi thoai nay xem trong sach War of the
Vanquished clia Maneli, trang 138-139.
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“The Vietnamese government wishes to act in keeping
with the spirit of the Geneva Accords,” Nhu emphasized.

Thatwas the only way to achieve peace and reunification,
Maneli responded.’

Lodge had met Maneli at the reception but wheeled
away in the midst of a conversation, affirming Maneli’s
initial assessment of the ambassador’s arrogance.
Had Lodge stayed a few moments instead of leaving
so early in the evening, he might have noticed Maneli’s
discussion with Nhu. Combined with what the White
House already knew about Nhu’s contacts with [Page
314] the Vietcong and with North Vietnam, Maneli's
public exchange with Nhu might have encouraged the
administration to examine its political implications. Did
the meeting substantiate the widely held suspicion
that Maneli had become an intermediary between the
Vietnams? What impact would North—South discussions
have on the generals’ outlook toward a coup??

LODGE’S ATTEMPT to delay any action had no impact:
His August 24 telegram had arrived in Washington at
2:05 on a Saturday afternoon, when, as fate would have
it, those few advisers on duty were the most outspoken
opponents of the Diem regime. Forrestal, Hilsman, and

' Remainder of conversation in Maneli, War of the Vanquished,
138-39.

2 Ibid., 136-37; Langguth, Our Vietnam, 232; Hammer, Death in
November, 78.
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doc ban dién van cua Lodge mot cach quan ngai, ghi
nhan rang dién vin da xac minh ndi nghi ngd ctia ho
vé nhiing thu doan b4t luong cia Nhu trong cudc téng
t4n cong cac chua.l

Cé6 phai tin nay cing c6 cho ban dién vin sang
hém dé tix Sai Gon c6 ghi 161 Tuéng Khanh cao budc
rang Nhu dang bi mat thuong thuyét véi Ha No6i? Cé
1& ngay ca phéng vién Halberstam da chinh xac trong
an ban ngay hom dé cta té New York Times, khi 6ng
tudng trinh réang nhiéu quan sat vién tai Sai Gon da
goi cudc téng tidn cong cac chuia 1a “cude dao chanh
cua Nhu”.

Khong kiém chiing truée véi Phu ta4 C6 VAn An
Ninh Quéc gia McGoerge Bundy, Forrestal gtii mot
14 thu “danh riéng cho nguci nhan”# kém theo mot
dién vin gti dén Téng Théong luc 4 gis 50 phut chiéu,
thong bao vé bao céao cua Lodge va kém mot dé nghi
tra 161 Sai Gon ma ba co van - Forrestal, Harriman va
Hilsman - d& soan thao vé6i sy chdp thuan cua Ball va

Felt? va mudn gui ngay dém hom do.

Lodge dé nghi mot chinh sach “chd xem” cho téi khi
nao éng c6 thé xac dinh dugc viée liéu quan doi ¢6 hanh
dong chong Nhu hay khong. Harriman, Hilsman, va
Forrestal thi muén hanh dong tiic khéc vi tinh hinh tai
Sai Gon c6 thé “dao dong khéng 1au nita”. Hilsman cho

i V& nhiing ngudi nay, Forrestal 1a Phu ta C8 van An ninh, Hilsman
la Th Truéng Ngoai Giao Vién Pong Vu, va Harriman 1a Tha
Trudng Ngoai Giao Chinh Tri Vu.

i Nguyén ban dung “eyes only”, c6 nghia la chi danh riéng nguoi
nhan van ban, ngoai ra khong ai khac dugc phép xem.

i Ball 1a Thi Trudng Ngoai Giao va Do Boc Felt la Tu Lénh Quan
Luc My & Thai Binh Duong.
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Harriman anxiously read Lodge’s account, noting that it
confirmed their suspicions of Nhu’s underhanded tactics
in the pagoda raids.

Did not this news strengthen the credibility of that
morning’s cable from Saigon containing Khanh’s
allegation that Nhu was in secret negotiations with
Hanoi? Perhaps even Halberstam had been correct
in that day’s edition of the New York Times, when he
reported that numerous observers in Saigon called the
pagoda raids the “Nhu coup.”

Without checking first with assistant national security
affairs adviser McGeorge Bundy, Forrestal attached
an “eyes only” cover letter to a telegram sent to the
president at 4:50 P.M., informing him of Lodge’s note
and including a suggested response to Saigon, which
the three advisers—Forrestal, Harriman, and Hilsman—
had drafted with the approval of Ball and Felt and wanted
to send that night.

Lodge had recommended a “wait and see” policy until he
could determine whether the military would take action
against Nhu. Harriman, Hilsman, and Forrestal wanted
to act now because the situation in Saigon might not
‘remain fluid for long.” Hilsman termed Lodge’s cable
as “perhaps the most convincing judgment of all” that
South Vietham'’s military leaders were unhappy with the
Nhus’ treatment of the Buddhists. If Nhu remained in
power, “the regime would continue to follow the suicidal
policies that were not only dragging Vietham down to

367



HO SO MAT 1963 - Tif cac nguon tai liéu cia chinh pha My

rang biic dién vin caa Lodge “c6 18 1a chiing ct thuyét
phuc nhat” vé viéc cac tuéng lanh VNCH khéng hai
long véi cach 6ng ba Nhu dé1 xt véi Phat ti. Néu Nhu
con nam quyén, “ché& d6 sé tiép tuc di theo chinh sach
tu sat, ma khong chi kéo Viét Nam xudng chd 6 nhuc va
tham hoa nhung cting kéo theo ca My niia.” Harriman
va Hilsman nhan manh rang My phai “hanh dong
truée khi tinh hinh tai Sai Gon déng bang”.

Su that da tré thanh khong thé chéi bd: Nhu la
ngudi phai chiu trach nhiém vé cudc tong tan coéng cac
chua. Dién van 243, soan béi Harriman, Hilsman, va
Forrestal (véi gitp dd tit Mendenhall), yéu cau Lodge
phai cong khai t6 cao Nhu vé vu tidn cong chua, trong
khi Washington va dai VOA sé cung lén tiéng ngay
khi Pai st Lodge cho biét thsi diém thich hgp. Nhu
da sip xép dé céng ching c6 4n tuong rang quan doi
VNCH chiu trach nhiém vé tran tdm mau dé va nhu
thé tu dua Nhu vao vi tri lanh dao...

[Trang 344] Ngoai truéng Rusk déng y véi khuyén
cdo cua Dai st Lodge 1a tiép tuc ap luc 6ng Diém phai
tién hanh thay déi chinh phtd. Vi ngoai trudng van
gitt lap luan c6 gia tri cho réang tan thanh mot cude
dao chanh khong c6 nghia 1a dong muu thuc hién, 6ng
khdng dinh ring Tda Bach Oc sé tng ho mot nd luc
dao chanh cta ngudi Viét, nhung sé “khoéng nén va sé
khong khoi day va diéu hanh mot cudc dao chanh.”

Trong mét c¢6 ging giai thich ciing dao déng nhu
thé dé phan biét gitia cac déng co thic ddy va hanh
dong cua Hoa Ky, Rusk tuyén bé rang Diém nhAat
thiét phai hiéu ring My dang c6 tim cach “cai thién
chinh pht [cta Diém] chit khong phai lat d6.”
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ignominy and disaster but the United States as well.”
Harriman and Hilsman insisted that the United States
“move before the situation in Saigon freezes.”!

The truth had become undeniable: Nhu was responsible
for the raids. Telegram 243, drafted by Harriman,
Hilsman, and Forrestal (with Mendenhall’s help), called
on Lodge to publicly accuse Nhu of the assault, while
Washington and Voice of America did the same once
the ambassador signified the proper time to do so. Nhu
had cultivated the public impression that the army was
responsible for the bloodshed and had thus maneuvered
himself into leadership... ...

[Page 344] Rusk agreed with Lodge’s recommendation
to resume pressure on Diem to institute governmental
changes. Still making the specious argument that
promotion of a coup did not mean complicity, the
secretary of state asserted that the White House would
support a Viethamese coup attempt, but it “should not
and would not mount and operate one.”

In an equally shaky attempt to distinguish between U.S.
motives and U.S. actions, Rusk declared that Diem must
understand that the United States sought “to improve
[his] government not overthrow it.”

' David Halberstam, “U. S. Problem in Saigon, ” New York Times,
Aug. 24, 1963, p. 2; Forrestal to JFK, Aug. 24, 1963, encl. :
Ball to Lodge, Aug. 24, 1963, FRUS, 3: Vietnam January-August
1963, 625; Forrestal to JFK, Aug. 24, 1963, ibid. , 627; Hilsman,
To Move a Nation, 485, 485 n. 1; Newman, JFK and Vietnam,
346-51; Kaiser, American Tragedy, 231-34.
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Ha Vién My trudc d6 da cit chuong trinh vién trg,
“cht y&u la vi that vong trong toan bd cac nd luc tai
Viét Nam.” Néu khong cé thay déi chinh pht, My c6
thé budc phai ngung tit ca vién trg. Diém phai ching
minh cho Qudc Hoi My va cho du luan thay ring
“chiing t61 khong yéu cau nguoi [linh] My hy sinh tinh
mang nham ung hd cho khat vong cia Ba Nhu muén
nuéng thit cac vi su.” Cac bién phap cting ran bay gio
¢6 ¢ hdi t6t, vi da thay éng Diém “c6 thé ciing da biét
so trong nhiing ngay gan day.”

Su bat 6n caa tinh hinh Viét Nam tiép tuc lam r6i
tri Bach Oc véi 14n hop mit kéo dai 2 tiéng dong ho
gitia Pai st Lodge va Nhu vao ngay 1 thang 9-1963,
Nhu da gay ngac nhién khi déng ¥ ti chic khdi chinh
pht nhu mot ddu hién cta su thanh cong trong cudc
chién. Trude mit Dai st Y va Kham st Vatican, Nhu
tuyén bo rang 6ng khong con dudce can t6i va sé vé ba
Lat nghi huu sau khi chinh phti Sai Gon gd bo thiét
quan luat. Ci toa da kinh ngac 1dng nghe khi Nhu
khang dinh mét cach bi hai ring éng ta thich dgi cho
dén khi “cac diép viéen My nao d6” dang bi mat hd trg
mot cudc dao chanh chong lai gia dinh 6ng phai roi
khoi Viét Nam [trude khi 6ng nghi huul. “Moi ngudi
d6u biét ho 13 ai.”

Ba Nhu sé roi Viet Nam ngay 17-9-1963 dé du
Hoi Nghi Lién Quéc Hoi tai Nam Tu, sau d6 s& di Y
va c6 thé t6i My, noi ba dude mdi néi chuyén trude
Cau Lac Bo Bao Chi Hai Ngoai tai New York. Kham
st Vatican sé sip xép dé Téng Giam Muc Ngé DPinh
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The House of Representatives had recently cut its aid
program, “largely due to [a] sense of disillusionment
in [the] whole effort in Viet-Nam.” If no governmental
changes resulted, the United States might have to
suspend all assistance. Diem must prove to Congress
and the public that “we are not asking Americans to
be killed to support Madame Nhu’s desire to barbecue
bonzes.” Firm tactics now had a chance to work, given
that Diem “might have had a scare during these recent
days too.”

The unpredictability of the Vietnam situation continued
to baffle the White House when, on September 1, Lodge
had a two-hour meeting with Nhu, in which he surprisingly
agreed to resign from the government as a signal of
its success in the war. In the presence of the lItalian
ambassador and the papal delegate, Nhu declared that
he no longer was needed and would retire to Dalat after
the Saigon government lifted martial law. His stunned
visitors listened as Nhu sarcastically asserted that he
preferred to wait until “certain U.S. agents” who were
still advocating a coup against his family had left the
country. “Everybody knows who they are.”

Madame Nhu would leave on September 17 for the
Interparliamentary Union meeting in Yugoslavia,
followed by a trip to Italy and possibly to the United
States, where she had an invitation to speak before the

' Forrestal to JFK, Aug. 25, 1963, encl. : Lodge to Rusk and
Hilsman, CAS (Controlled Action Source or CIA) station 292,
Aug. 24, 1963, NSF, Countries - Vietnam, box 198A, JFKL; Ball
to Lodge, Aug. 25, 1963, ibid. ; Hilsman, “McNamara‘s War, ”
157.

371



HO SO MAT 1963 - Tif cac nguon tai liéu cia chinh pha My

Thuc ra khoéi Viét Nam. Tuy nhién, Nhu tir chéi roi
Viét Nam vi céc lién lac caa Nhu véi cac can bo Viét
cong, nhiing thanh phan da xuéng tinh than vi su
tiép trg khong du tit Bic Viét va da sin sang roi bo
cudc chién dau.

DPai st Lodge chic chin da nhan ra rang Nhu
khong that tha vé chuyén rit khéi chinh phu va rang
Nhu da gidu cac dong co. Cé chling ¢é nao vé thanh
cong cua quan lyc VNCH? Nhiing lién lac nao Nhu
da thuc hién véi Viét cong? Con vé nhiing tin dén vé
viéc Nhu néi chuyén v6i Ha Noi? CIA da goi d6 1a “bi
mat cong khai” trong giéi ngoai giao ¢ Sai Gon, rang
Nhu da lién lac v6i Ha Néi va riang ngudi Phap dang
tim cach hoa giai hai mién Nam Béc Viét Nam. Gan
day Nhu da néi véi 15 tuéng lanh tai Bo6 Tong tham
muu Quén lyc VNCH 1a ding lo ling chuyén ngudi
Mgy ham doa cét vién trg; Nhu “da lién lac véi cac anh
em Mién Béc [Trang 345] va [quan d6i] ¢6 thé c¢6 dip
nghi ngoi bing cach yéu cau Béc Viét chi thi cho cac
du kich Mién Nam tam ngung hoat déng trong khi
thuong thuyét cho mot gidi phap lau dai” Nhu da
t6 cao rang CIA muén Nhu bi “gat sang mot bén” va
[CIA] dang lam viéc v6i cac “phan ti bi mat” trong
chinh pht My dé 1at d6 ché 6 Diém. Nhu khéng dinh
trong mot tuyén bd boc 16 ao tudng clia ong ta, rang

chi ¢6 Dai st Lodge mang lai hy vong: “Ching ta c6
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Overseas Press Club of New York. The papal delegate
would facilitate Archbishop Thuc’s departure from the
country. Nhu refused to leave the country, however,
because of his contacts with Vietcong cadres, who had
become demoralized by insufficient support from North
Vietnam and were ready to give up their resistance.’

Lodge surely recognized that Nhu had not been truthful
about walking away from the government and that
he had hidden motives. What evidence was there of
ARVN success? What contacts had Nhu made with the
Vietcong? What about his rumored talks with Hanoi?
The CIA called it an “open secret” in Saigon’s diplomatic
circles that Nhu had communicated with Hanoi and
that the French sought a North-South rapprochement.
Nhu had recently told all fiffeen generals at ARVN
headquarters not to worry about U.S. threats to
terminate aid; he “had contacts with Northern [Page
345] brothers and could get [a] breathing spell by
having [the] North direct Southern guerrillas [to] ease
off operations while negotiating [for a] more permanent
settlement.” He accused the CIA of wanting him “out
of way” and working with “secret elements” in the U.S.
government to overthrow the Diem regime. Only Lodge
offered hope, Nhu asserted in a statement that revealed

' William Colby, Lost Victory: A Firsthand Account of America’s
Sixteen-Year Involvement in Vietnam (Chicago: Contemporary
Books, 1989), 138; Taylor, Swords and Plowshares, 292-94;
Rust, Kennedy in Vietnam, 119; Hilsman, To Move a Nation,
487-88; memo for record by Krulak, Aug. 24, 1963, FRUS, 3:
Vietnam January-August 1963, 630-31; Gilpatric Oral History
Interview, 1: 5-6, LBJL; Hilsman, “McNamara‘’s War, ” 157;
Halberstam, Best and the Brightest, 263-64.
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thé diéu khién duge Lodge, éng 4y sé déng ¥ hoan
toan v6i nhiing suy nghi va nhiing hanh dong cua
ching ta.”

Thai d6 sai 1am ctia Nhu ci tiép dién mai khi
Maneli gdp Nhu héom 2-9-1963 - nhung phai nhiéu
nim sau viéc nay méi duge biét - trong khi dang cé su
phan nd vé mot bai viét noi trang nhat cia té Times
of Vietnam bd 16 su ran vd gitia ché do Diém va Hoa
Ky. Dong tua dé néu ro: “CIA tai trg mot Am muu dao
chanh.” Bai nay do Nhu viét, ban géc ctia bai da ké
tén nhiéu vién chtc chinh yéu cia CIA diing sau Am
muu, trong d6 c6 ca Trudng phong CIA tai Sai Gon la
Richardson. Sau d6 c¢6 ngudi ké lai rdng ba Nhu da
x6a tén Richardson trong bai viét dé.

Maneli da dén Dinh Téng thong va duge Nhu tiép
& mot ban nho trong cian phong ngdn ngang, bita bai
dén miic “trong nhu mdt mé hén dén”. Nhu nhanh
chéng khdi su cudce doc thoai véi day day nhiing ngon
ti va tu tudng Mac-xit, khién Maneli phai siing so.

“T6i dang tién hanh mét cudc chién dé két thuc
vinh vién chién tranh tai Viét Nam. Téi dang thuc
su chién d&u chéng cht nghia Céng San dé két thuc
chti nghia tu ban vat chat. Téi dang tam thoi han ché
tu do dé md ra tu do khong giéi han. Téi dang ting
cuong ky luat dé khai ti nhiing tréi budc ngoai tai.
Toi dang tap trung héa dit nudc dé tién t6i dan chu
héa va phan tan quyén luc... Cac &p chién ludc 1a dinh
ché& can ban ctia nén dan chu truc tiép. Khi ching
phat trién thinh vugng, ching sé tré thanh nhiing
hat nhan chinh ctia mot t8 chitc qudc gia, va roi chinh

374

NGO DINH NHU THUONG THUYET VGI HA NOI

his own illusions. “We can manage him—he will fully
agree with our concepts and actions.”’

Nhu’s erratic behavior continued when, unknown until
years afterward, Maneli met with him on September 2 in
the midst of a furor over a frontpage story in the Times
of Vietnam that exposed the breach between the Diem
regime and the United States. “CIA financing planned
coup d’etat,” read the caption. Written by Nhu, the
original version of the article had mentioned the names
of prominent CIA officials behind the plot, including the
CIA station chief, Richardson himself. Madame Nhu,
some later claimed, had removed his name from the
published piece.

Maneli arrived at the palace, where he joined Nhu at a
small table in a room cluttered so badly that it “looked like
a junk heap.” Nhu quickly began a monologue so laced
with Marxist language and ideas that it dumbfounded
Maneli.2

‘I am carrying on a war to end war forever in Vietnam; |
am really combating Communism in order to put an end
to materialistic capitalism. | am temporarily curtailing
freedom to offer it in unlimited form. | am strengthening
discipline to do away with its external bonds. | am
centralizing the state in order to democratize and
decentralize it... The strategic hamlets are the basic
institutions of direct democracy. When they develop and

' First JFK quote in Reeves, President Kennedy, 567; second JFK
quote in Rust, Kennedy in Vietnam, 119.

2 Ball’s interview of 1988 quoted in Winters, Year of the Hare,
57; Rust, Kennedy in Vietnam, 119-20; Ball, Past Has Another
Pattern, 370, 372; Hilsman Oral History Interview, 31, 34-35,
JFKL; Colby, Lost Victory, 138.
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ban than nha nudc - nhu Marx da noéi - sé suy tan va
bién mat.”

Nhu nhin thiy vé kinh ngac cua Maneli va lip
lai tuyén bd: “Diing vay. T6i déng y véi két luan cudi
cung cua Marx: nha nudc phai suy tan - d6 la mot
diéu kién cho chién thing cudi cing cta dan chu.
Y nghia cta doi toi 1a lam viée dé cho t6i ¢6 thé trd
thanh khéng can thiét. T6i khong chéng lai nhiing
cudc thuong thuyét va hgp tac véi Mién Béc... Trong
viée nay, Uy hdi Quéc t& - va ban than ngai - c6 thé
déng mot vai tro tich cuce.”

Maneli 1ap lai 16i bao dam truéec d6 cua 6ng véi
Nhu, ring Uy hoi Kiém soat Quéc t& (ICC) s6 lam moi
viéc c6 thé dé két thuc chién tranh. Ong luu ¥ Nhu
rang Sai Gon dang rAm ran tin dén vé nhiing cubc
thuong thuyét bi mat. Maneli tin rang Diém va Nhu
dang nghi rang, néu ho cit dut véi ngusi My, ho sé &
vao tu thé c6 thé thu xép thuong luong véi Ha Noi. Do
d6 ho st dung ndi sg lan réong nay “dé gay kinh SO va
dé bit chet cac ddng minh chong Cong caa ho.”
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flourish, they will become the real nucleus of national
organization, and then the state itself—as Marx said—
will wither away.”

Nhu saw Maneli’s astonished look and repeated his
statement. “That is right. | agree with Marx’s final
conclusion: the state must wither away— this is a
condition for the final triumph of democracy. The sense
of my life is to work so that | can become unnecessary.
| am not against negotiations and cooperation with the
North... Here, the International Commission—and you
personally—could play a positive role.”

Maneli repeated his earlier assurance to Nhu that the
International Control Commission would do everything
possible to end the war, noting that Saigon was abuzz
with rumors of secret negotiations. Maneli believed
that Diem and Nhu thought that if they broke with the
United States, they might be in the position to arrange
a settlement with Hanoi. They therefore used this
widespread fear “to frighten and blackmail their anti-
Communist allies.”

' Hilsman Oral History Interview, 35, JFKL; Hilsman,
“McNamara’s War, ” 158; Schlesinger, Thousand Days, 825;
Schlesinger, Robert Kennedy and His Times, 745-46.

2 Memo for record of meeting at White House, Aug. 26, 1963,
FRUS, 3: Vietham January-August 1963, 638-39, 639 n. 5;
Hilsman memo of meeting, Aug. 26, 1963, Vietham: White
House Meetings, Hilsman Papers, box 4, JFKL. Those present
included Rusk, McNamara, Taylor, Ball, Harriman, Gilpatric,
CIA Deputy Director General Marshall Carter, Helms of the
CIA, Hilsman, William Bundy, Forrestal, and Krulak.

w

Taylor quoted in Rust, Kennedy in Vietnam, 114; Memo for
record of meeting at White House, Aug. 26, 1963, FRUS, 3:
Vietnam January-August 1963, 639; Hilsman memo of meeting,
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Sau d6 trong ngay, Maneli néi chuyén véi
Lalouette, dugc Lalouette nhan manh lan niéia rang
cach duy nhat dé c6 hoa binh tai VN 1a théng qua ché
d6 Diém. Maneli chua bao gis chip nhéan 16i khing

’

dinh nhu the... ...

[Trang 362] ... ...

Cac ngudn tin tinh bo cling c6 niém tin ctia Dai
st Lodge rang da dén lic phai c6 hanh dong quyét
dinh, dac biét vi cac bao cao lién tiép cho thay Nhu
dang thuong thuyét véi Ha Noi, “c6 hay khong c6 su
dong 16a ctia ngudi Phap”. De Gaulle méi trude d6 da
lap lai khdng dinh rdng chi c6 trung lap héa Nam
Viét Nam méi c¢6 thé ngin can lan séng Cong San
xam chiém. Ong ta cling ¢6 loi ich riéng: Giai phap
d6 sé tao cd hoi cho Phap tai lap vi tri trong khu vuec.
Thuc sy, tham vong cua De Gaulle vugt xa hon Viét
Nam. Ong da thu hut su tng ho rong rai cia ngudi
dan Phap d6i véi viéc thiét 1ap nuée Phap nhu mot
cuong qudc trung gian chinh trong viéc lam giadm cing
thdng chién tranh lanh. Mot chinh phu trung lap tai
Viét Nam sé lam tang anh hudng cia De Gaulle nhu
mot 1anh tu thé giéi, va két hdp véi viée 6ng ta ing ho
Trung Quéc vao Lién Hiép Quéc sé gdy trd ngai lén
cho chinh sach cia My tai Chau A va Chau Au.

De Gaulle biét rang chi riéng viéc thuong thuyét
gitta Nhu va Ha Néi 1a da dé hop thic héa Mat tran
Dan toc Giai phéng mién Nam Viét Nam (NLF) va tao
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Later that day, Maneli talked with Lalouette, who
emphasized again that the only way to peace in
Vietham was through the Diem regime. Maneli had
never accepted this proposition... ...

[Page 362]... ...

Intelligence sources reinforced Lodge’s belief that the
time for decisive action had come, particularly because
of repeated reports that Nhu was negotiating with Hanoi,
“‘with or without French connivance.” De Gaulle had
recently repeated his assertionthatonly the neutralization
of South Vietnam could thwart a Communist takeover.
He was not without selfish interests. Such an approach
would present an opportunity to restore his country’s
stature in the region. Indeed, de Gaulle’s ambitions
stretched beyond Vietnam. He had drawn widespread
domestic support for establishing France as the chief
power broker in easing Cold War tension. A neutralist
government in Vietham would enhance his influence as
world leader and, combined with his support for China’s
admission to the United Nations, inflict major setbacks
on U.S. policy in Asia and Europe.

De Gaulle knew that the mere existence of talks
between Nhu and Hanoi would legitimize the National
Liberation Front and build pressure for an international
conference on Vietnam that the French might host. The

ibid. , 639 n. 7; Joint Chiefs of Staff to Felt, Aug. 27, 1963, ibid.
, 639 n. 7; Hilsman Oral History Interview, 34, JFKL.
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ap luc cho mot hoi nghi quéc té vé Viet Nam ma Phap
6 thé dtng ra té chiic. Lién X6 sé h trg, Trung Quoc
ciing sé hd trg néu cac nudc tham du yéu cau Hoa Ky
r6i b Nam Viét Nam.

Dai st Lodge nhan manh ring co hdi séng con
duy nhét cia Nhu nim & viéc dan xép véi Bac Viét
dé budc My ra di. Ca4 McCone va Harriman' [Trang
363] déu biét vé 16i canh bao cia Robert Thompson?
rang “nudc co thang duy nhat cia Nhu la viéc My rit
quan”, va vi C86 vin Anh quéc nay lap luan: “Béc Viét
sé tra hau nhu b4t ct gia nao [dé dat duge diéu d6].”

CIA ciing cho ring c6 rat nhiéu kha ning ché d6
Diém, Ha N6i va ngudi Phap von da theo dudi mét su
hoa giai Bic-Nam. Phai thtta nhan ring, su thong
nhat Viét Nam khong phai 14 giai phap thay thé kha
thi xét ti nhiing thu han hién nay [ctia hai mién].
Nhung mot cudc ngung bén c6 thé hd trg cho ddi héi
cua Ha Noi vé viec My phai rat quin hoan toan khai
Viét Nam, sau d6 1a su thiét lap mot chinh phu lién
hiép 6 Mién Nam Viét Nam véi su chao dén tat ca cac
nhém chinh tri, ké ca Viét cong. Ngudi Phap da mudn
git vai tro lién lac gitia Ha No61 v61 Tay phuong. Miéc
dit Nhu sé phai d6i mét véi su chéng ddi gay git ti cac
tuéng lanh VNCH vé b4t ky théa hiép nao véi Mién
Béc, 6ng ta c6 thé nghi chuyén nay kha thi nhd su

i McCone la Giam Bdoc CIA va Harriman la Thi Trudng Ngoai
Giao Hoa Ky dac trach Chinh Tri Vu.

2 Robert Thompson la chuyén gia vé chong du kich, da xoa s6
cudc chién clia Cong Sdn Ma Lai, va la Trudng Phai Boan C&
Van Anh Quéc gitp Hoa Ky ¢ Viét Nam.
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So-viet Union would be supportive, as would China if
the attendant nations called on the United States to
leave South Vietnam.

Lodge insisted that Nhu’s sole chance for survival lay
in securing an arrangement with North Vietham that
stipulated a U.S. departure. Both McCone and Harriman
[Page 363] were aware of Thompson’s warning that “the
only trump card Nhu had was the withdrawal of the U.S.
For this,” the British adviser argued, “North Vietnam
would pay almost any price.”!

The CIA also considered it likely that the Diem regime,
Hanoi, and the French had been pursuing a North-South
rapprochement. Admittedly, Vietnam’s unification was
not a viable alternative in light of present animosities.
But a ceasefire could bolster Hanoi's demand for a
total U.S. withdrawal from Vietnam, followed by the
establishment of a national coalition government in the
south that welcomed all political groups, including the
Vietcong. The French sought to act as Hanoi’s liaison
with the West. Although Nhu would confront stringent
opposition from the ARVN generals to any agreement
with the north, he might think the feat possible with
French support. Columnist Joseph Alsop’s September

' Research memo from Hughes to Rusk, Sept. 11, 1963, NSF,
Countries - Vietnam, boxes 200-201, JFKL; memo to Bundy from
Robert Neumann, Sept. 15, 1963, ibid. ; Lodge to Rusk, Sept. 13,
1963, FRUS, 4: Vietnam August-December 1963, 203; memo of
telephone conversation between Harriman and McCone, Sept.
13, 1963, ibid. , 204; Saigon embassy to Rusk, Sept. 12, 1963,
ibid. , 204 n. 4.
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ung ho cua Phap. Nha binh luan Joseph Alsop trong
bai viét ngay 18-9-1963 trén t6 Washington Post da
lam cho Toa Bach Oc thém lo ngai. Trong bai viét véi
tua dé “Chuyeén cuc ky x4u xa”, Alsop c4o budc rang,
lan dau tién Nhu da thd nhan cé lién lac véi Ha Nai.

Néu nhu thé, hanh vi ciia Nhu hiia hen hau qua
nghiém trong d6i véi chinh sich ciia My. Nhu nhan
dinh réng thuong lugng Nam-Béc 1a rai ro, nhung
dang dé chip nhan. Lam sao Nhu c6 thé biét chic
rang Nhu (va 6ng anh) sé séng sét duge sau dan xép
méi nay? CIA nh&n manh ring viéc théng nhat tic
thoi ¢6 vé khong thé dude, vi Ha Nbi trude d6 da cong
khai tuyén b6 y dinh sap nhap mién Nam Viét Nam.
Nhung Béc Viét rat gidi kién nhan va sé mudn lam
diu cudc chién trude khi Hoa Ky ting cuong can thiép.
Sai Gon c6 thé sé c6 thé chdp nhan ngung bin va mot
vai hinh thic trung 1ap nham tu bao tén. Nhu da néi
rd lap truong roi. Ca cong khai va ca noi riéng tu,
Nhu t6 cao My da dua Nam Viét Nam vao tinh trang
thudc dia. Tuy nhién, 6 mot mét khéac, viéc Nhu tuyén
b6 c6 duge su ung ho cua My da lam suy yéu phe doi
lap trong nudc va déng thoi lam téng thém uy tin cua
ong ta.

Bénh hoang tudéng quyén lyc cia Nhu da trd
nén ré rang qua ldi khoe khoang rang 6ng 1a ngudi
duy nhat c6 thé cttu mién Nam Viét Nam. Nhu khoa
truong véi Alsop: “T6i 1a ‘tru c6t duy nhat’ cua cudc
chién chéng Cong. Cho du ngudi My cac anh c6 rit di,
t61 van sé thing cudc chién véi cuong vi lanh tu ctia
phong trao du kich vi dai cua t61.”
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18 article in the Washington Post added to White House
concern. In a piece entitled “Very Ugly Stuff,” Alsop
charged that, for the first time, Nhu had admitted to
making contacts with Hanoi."

If so, Nhu’s actions promised serious consequences
for U.S. policy. He recognized that a North-South
settlement was a risk, but one worth taking. How could
he be sure that he (and his brother) would survive the
new arrangement? The CIA insisted that immediate
reunification was unlikely, because Hanoi had publicly
proclaimed its intention to absorb South Vietnam. But
the North Vietnamese were eminently patient and
would find it preferable to wind down the war before
the United States stepped up its involvement. Saigon
would probably accept a ceasefire and some form of
neutralization out of self-preservation. Nhu had made
his position clear. Both publicly and privately, he accused
the United States of reducing South Vietnam to colonial
status. On the other side, however, his claim to having
U.S. support worked to undermine his opposition at
home while enhancing his prestige.

Nhu’'s megalomania became evident in his boast that
only he could save South Vietnam. | am the “unique
spine” of the anti-Communist battle, he boasted to
Alsop. “Even if you Americans pull out, | will still win the
war at the head of [my] great guerrilla movement.”

' Memo from Chester Cooper, chair of CIA’s Working Group on
Vietnam, to McCone, Sept. 19, 1963, NSF, Countries - Vietnam,
boxes 200-201, JFKL; memo for McCone, Sept. 26, 1963, FRUS,
4: Vietnam August-December 1963, 295-96.
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Ca ong Thuin va o6ng Hai' (thu ky riéng cua
Diém) déu néi rang Nhu da hit nha phién trong hai
nim qua, diéu nay giup giai thich ching bénh hoang
tudng vé tinh vi dai ctia Nhu.

Con 16c nhiing su kién da 1am cho mua thu nam
1963 tré thanh mot thoi ky quan trong tai Viét Nam.
Ché do Diém da gd thiét quan luat vao ngay 16-9-
1963, nhung chinh sach dan ap Phat ti van khoéng
ngling. Trong mot ban tin phat thanh cung ngay,
NLFi 1én an ché d6 Diém vi da dan ap Phat ti va
“tap doan My hiéu chién” dang tién “vao mot duong
ham khong 16i ra”. Rang tit ca déng bao Mién Nam
hay néi day chéng “bon xam luge My va nhiing con
ch6 san cua ching - gia dinh Ngo Dinh Diém.”

Nhiing ngudn tin tinh bao My va Phai doan Ngoai
giao My tai Nam Viét Nam déu két luan rang nhiing
nguoi chéng Nhu c¢6 mét 6 moi cap trong chinh phu,
cting nhu trong quan d61 VNCH va [Trang 364] trong
gidi tri thic thanh thi. MACV nhan manh rang cac si
quan cao cidp nhat cua quan luc VNCH bac bo vai trod
lanh dao cia Nhu “trong bat ky diéu kién nao. ”

Néu nhiing khing dinh nay la chinh xac thi Nhu
hanh dong cang nhiéu sé cang chic chin mat di quyén

i Ong Nguyén Pinh Thuan la Bo trudng Phii Téng Thong, ong Vo
Van Hai la Chanh Van Phong Phi Téng Thong.
i Tdc 1a Mgt Tran Dan Toc Gidi phong Mién Nam Viét Nam.
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Both Thuan and Hai (Diem’s secretary) declared that
Nhu had been smoking opium the last two years, helping
to explain his delusions of grandeur.’

The whirlwind of events made the fall of 1963 a critical
period in Viet-nam. The Diem regime had lifted martial
law on September 16, but its repressive Buddhist
policies continued. In a radio broadcast of that same
day, the NLF denounced the Diem regime for its severe
treatment of the Buddhists and the “warlike U.S.
clique” for moving “into the endless tunnel.” All South
Vietnamese should rise against “the U.S. aggressors
and their running dogs—the Ngo Dinh Diem family.”

Both U.S. intelligence sources and the Country Team
in South Vietnam concluded that Nhu’s opposition
pervaded all levels of government as well as the military
and the [Page 364] urban elite. MACV insisted that most
high ranking ARVN officers rejected Nhu’s leadership
“under any conditions.”?

If these assertions were accurate, the more actions
Nhu took, the closer he came to ensuring his fall from

' CIA memo from Ray Cline, deputy director of intelligence, for
Bundy, Sept. 26, 1963, NSF, Countries - Vietnam, boxes 200-
201, JFKL; Hughes to Rusk, Sept. 15, 1963, ibid. ; Nhu quoted
in “Victory in Defeat?” Newsweek, Sept. 30, 1963, p. 38.

2 Gravel, ed., Pentagon Papers, 2: 252; NLF Central Committee
Communiqué, Sept. 4, 1963, pp. 1-2, 4, Indochina Archives:
History of the Vietnam War, Unit 5: NLF, Documentation
(University of California, Berkeley); CIA memo from Cline for
Bundy, Sept. 26, 1963, NSF, Countries-Vietnam, boxes 200-
201, JFKL; Hughes to Rusk, Sept. 15, 1963, ibid.
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[Trang 406] Pai st Lodge da chinh x4c khi khing
dinh ring khong ngusi My nao c6 thé ngin can céc
tuéng lanh khong tién hanh dao chanh. Nhiing luc
manh mé da thic giuc ho hanh dong, dang ghi nhan
nhat 14 viéc chinh pht Kennedy da cit giam vién trg
mot phan, su tng hd qua rd cua Lodge doi véi viéc dao
chanh, va nhitng hé qua chét chéc chic chin sé dén
v6i ho sau bat ky thoa thuan nao gitta Nhu va Ha Noi.

Sau nay, Tuéng Tén That Dinh bién bach vé cudc
dao chanh theo nhiéu cach, truc tiép nhat 1a viéc Nhu
méi lién lac v6i Tuéng Viét cong Van Tién Diing xuyén
qua dai dién Ba Lan trong Uy Héi Kiém Soat Quéc
Té& (ICC). Nhu c6 vé nhu gin thu xép xong viéc két
thiic cudc chién, sé giti duge ché do Diém, va sé t6i cao
diém 14 c4c ban an ti hinh cho nhiing ngudi Am muu
dao chanh. Thoi diém séng chét da dén khi céc tudng
lanh chéng d6i nhan ra moi nguy hiém chét chéc 16n
hon trong viéc tri hodn dao chanh thay vi tién hanh.

Dén cudi thang 10-1963, mot cude dao chanh lai
tré nén dudng nhu tat yéu. Pai st Lodge bo cao rang
c6 it nhat 10 nhém néi vé chuyén dao chanh, nhung
di nhién nhém chinh yéu van 1a cac tuéng lanh cao
cap cua quan luc VNCH. Lan nay c6 khac biét rat 16n
v6i nhiing gi trai qua héi thang 8-1963. Chinh phu
Kennedy da ra dau hiéu ung ho, Tudéng Duong Van
Minh va cac tuéng lanh déng liéu ctia dng c6 mot ké
hoach, va nhiing cudc thuong thuyét diay de doa ctua
Nhu véi Ha Noi da x6a bé moi do du cua ho.
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[Page 406] Lodge was correct in asserting that no
American could have stopped the generals from
launching a coup. Powerful forces impelled them into
action, most notably the Kennedy administration’s
selective aid cut, Lodge’s unmistakable support for the
coup, and the certain deadly consequences for them of
any deal made between Nhu and Hanoi.

Dinh later justified the coup in several ways, the
most immediate being Nhu’s recent contact with
Vietcong General Van Tien Dung through the Polish
representative on the International Control Commission.
Nhu appeared to be close to an arrangement that would
end the war, preserve the Diem regime, and culminate in
death sentences for the coup conspirators. The crucial
moment had arrived when the rebel generals perceived
a greater mortal danger in holding back on a coup than
in going ahead.’

BY THE END of October 1963, a coup had again seemed
imminent. Lodge reported at least ten groups talking of
a coup, but the main one, of course, was the ARVN'’s
senior generals. This time was vastly different from the
August experience. The Kennedy administration had
signaled support, Big Minh and his fellow officers had a
plan, and Nhu'’s threatened negotiations with Hanoi had
removed their hesitation.

' Lodge to Rusk, no. 973, Nov. 8, 1963, NSF, Countries - Vietnam,
boxes 202-3, JFKL; McGeorge Bundy to Lodge, Oct. 30, 1963,
FRUS, 4: Vietnam August-December 1963, 500-501; Dinh’s
claim to secret negotiations between Nhu and Hanoi in Seth
S. King, “Hanoi Problems Said to Increase, ” New York Times,
Nov. 10, 1963, p. 4.
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Toa Bach Oc vin duy tri chii truong tit hdi thang
8-1963, 1a sé ing ho cac tuéng néu ho thanh cong va
xem nhu chua tiing biét dén ho néu that bai. Nhung
tinh hinh quéc ndi va quéc ngoai da suy sup qua té hai
trong 2 thang qua, cho dén ndi mot cudc dao chanh da
tré thanh 161 thoat duy nhat kha thi cho chinh phu
Kennedy dé ctu quan doi My ra khoi Viét Nam. Chi
v6i su thay d6i chinh phtt Nam Viét Nam, Hoa Ky méi
¢6 thé tuyén bd c6 tién trién trong nd luc vién trg dé
bién ho cho viéc quay lai miic duy tri c6 van My cap
thap va mtc vién trg nhu héi dau nam 1961.

Mot luc luong dic nhiém Hai quan va Khong
quan Hoa Ky da tién vao vi tri gan bd bién Viét Nam
dé di tan ngusi My [néu can]. Pai st Lodge duge 1énh
tu choi bat ky thinh cau gitip d6 nao ti ca hai phe
khi dién ra dio chanh. Nhu c6 vé nhu da sian sang
thuong thuyét mot giai phap véi Ha Noi. D61 véi cac
tuéng lanh VNCH thi hoéc 1a bay gic, hodc sé khong
bao gid niia!

388

NGO DINH NHU THUONG THUYET VGI HA NOI

The White House maintained its August policy of
supporting the generals if they triumphed and never
knowing them if they failed. But domestic and foreign
matters had deteriorated so radically during the past two
months that a coup became the only feasible avenue
for the Kennedy administration to extricate its military
forces from Vietnam. Only with a government change
could the United States proclaim sufficient progress in
the aid effort to justify a return to the low-key advisory
and assistance level of early 1961.

A U.S. naval and air task force had maneuvered into
position off Vietham’s coast to evacuate Americans.
Lodge was under orders to turn down any appeals for
help from either side in the course of a coup. Nhu was
seemingly ready to negotiate a settlement with Hanoi. It
was now or never for the generals.'

' Gravel, ed. , Pentagon Papers, 2: 260, 264; Bundy to Lodge,
CAS 79109, Oct. 30, 1963, ibid. , 783; Bundy to Lodge, Oct. 30,
1963, FRUS, 4: Vietnam August-December 1963, 502.
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NGO PINH NHU LAP DANH SACH
AM SAT VIEN CHUC MY

LOI NGUOI DICH

Ho so s6 68 luu lai Ban ghi nhé (Memorandom) do

Giam dbc Sé Nghién ctiu va Tinh bao My (INR)! trinh
lén Bd Ngoai Giao My, dé ngay 6-9-1963, tiic 1a gin
3 thang sau ngay Bo Tat Thich Quang Dtc vi phap
thiéu than, va 2 tuan sau ngay cha ba Nhu la éng
Tran Van Chuong ti chtic Dai st Viét Nam tai My
va me ba Nhu tu chiic Quan sat vién VNCH tai LHQ.
Ban ghi nhé nay két hgp noi dung tit hai ban bao céo
cua co quan tinh bao nhan dudc trong cling ngay, cho
th4y tinh hinh nhu sau:

- Ong ba Nhu cong khai bay t6 long cam thu My
qua 101 néi va bai viét;

- Ong Tran Vin Khiém, em ba Nhu, dude giao chi
huy mot don vi canh sat dic biét cia ba Nhu;

- Ong Nhu da lap danh sach dé du tinh sé Am sat
mot sd vién chiic My;

- M6t bai viét trén bao VNCH do Chinh pht kiém
soat to cao My, dac biét 1a CIA, dang Am muu
dao chanh, va ba Nhu tu nhan 14 da viét hau
hét cac phan trong bai do;

' Giam déc INR lac dé la Thomas L. Hughes. Ong nay lam Pho

Giam déc ti tru6c dén 28-4-1963, sau do la Giam doc. Co quan
tinh bao nay co tén trong ti€ng Anh la Bureau of Intelligence
and Research (INR), truc thuoc B6 Ngoai giao My.
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- Ba Nhu nhiéu lan céng khai ché é6ng Diém yéu
duéi, dua vao ba dé chéng Cong.
Nhu thé, qua hé so s 68, chung ta c6 thé thay:

- Chiic ¢6 vén caa 6ng Nhu, chtic Dan biéu cta ba
Nhu da c6 quyén chi huy ca quan ddi, canh sat,
tu lap don vi mat vu riéng, bat ké Hién phap
va Quoéc hoi;

- Ong ba Nhu cong khai xem My 1a ké thu, su
dung bién phap cén do6 1a lap danh sach am
sat, cho du chi 1a hu doa cling da vi pham cong
phap qudc té€ vé quyén diac mién ngoai giao, va
14 t61 cht muu sat nhan. Khi da ngang ngudc
v6i ngudi M§ nhu thé, c6 thé hiéu viéc nha Ngo
am sat cac nha doi lap VN 1a chuyén nhd - nhu
da am sat cac chiic sic Phat gido Hoa Hao,'
hay am sat cac chiic sic Cao Dai;>

- Cach hanh xti ciia ba Nhu d61 v6i cic bac trudng
thuong trong chinh gia dinh ba, nhu chii cha,
méng me, ché anh... thi viéc doi xt véi nhiing
ngudi dan binh thusng nhu thé nao c6 thé hiéu
dugc.

Ban Viét dich cua Cu si Nguyén Giic dugc trinh

bay song song véi ndi dung nguyén ban Anh ngii.

' Moi xem & day: http://hoangnamgiao.blogspot.com/2013/02/
phat-giao-hoa-hao-bi-nha-ngo-ap-ra-sao.html

2 Moi xem & day: http://hoangnamgiao.blogspot.com/2013/02/
ao-cao-ai-bi-nha-ngo-ap-ra-sao-tran-van.html
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68. BAN GHI NHO TU GIAM POC SO TiNH BAO VA
NGHIEN CUU (THOMAS HUGHES) TRINH LEN
NGOAI TRUONG HOA KY'

Washington, ngay 6 thang 9,1963

PE TAI:
Trang thai tAm than cua éng ba Nhu

Hai ban phtc trinh tinh bao nhan dugc hém nay?
cho thay thai d6 khinh miét cao do0 ma 6ng Ngo Dinh
Nhu, v¢ 6ng va cac thudc ha than tin caa gia dinh ho
Ng6 d61 véi Hoa Ky, khdi sinh tit cac dién bién gan
day 6 Nam Viét Nam.

1. Ban Phic trinh dau tién (TDCS DB-3/656, 446)
lién hé t6i mot cude phong van cua Denis Warner, mot
phéng vién ngudi Uc dang tin cay, véi em trai ba Nhu,
ong Tran Vian Khiém, vao ngay 31-8-1963. Warner
bao véi mot vien chiic My rang Khiém c6 dua cho ong
ta xem mot danh sach cac nhén vién Hoa Ky trong
Toa Dai St My, USIS (S6 Thong Tin Hoa Ky), USOM
(S6 Cong Tac Hoa Ky), va MACV (Trung Tam Vién
Tr¢ Quan Su Tai VN) ma 6ng ta dang 1én k& hoach 4m
sat. Warner néi rang, viéc Am sat nguoi My sé dan t6i
viéc Thily Quan Luc Chién My d6 bd ngay trong vong

' Ngudn: Library of Congress, Harriman Papers, Vietnam-Policy.
Mat; Han ché luu hanh; Khong phat tan cho nguoi nudc ngoai /
Khong phat tan ngoai nudc. Chi dung cho muc dich tham khao.
Nguoi soan thdo: Allen S. Whiting, Giam déc S6 Nghién cdu va
Phan tich Vién Bong vu, va Leo G. Sarris § cung co quan.

2 (C4 2 béo cao déu dé ngay 5 thang 9-1963, va déu khong c6 ban
in. (Kennedy Library, National Security Files, Vietnam Country
Series, CIA Cables)
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68. MEMORANDUM FROM THE DIRECTOR OF THE
BUREAU OF INTELLIGENCE AND RESEARCH
(HUGHES) TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE'

Washington, September 6, 1963.

SUBJECT
State of Mind of the Nhus

Two intelligence reports received today? reflect the
heightened contempt which Ngo Dinh Nhu, his wife,
and other close confidants of the Ngo family hold for
the United States as a result of recent developments in
South Vietnam.

1. The first report (TDCS DB-3/656,446) relates to an
interview of Madame Nhu’s brother, Tran Van Khiem,
on August 31 by Denis Warner, a reliable Australian
correspondent. Warner informed an American official
that Khiem showed him a list of United States Embassy,
USIS, USOM, and MACYV personnel he was planning to
assassinate. Warner indicated that the assassination of
Americans would result in the landing of United States
Marines within hours to which Khiem replied that there

' Source: Library of Congress, Harriman Papers, Vietnam-Policy.
Secret; Limit Distribution; No Foreign Dissem/No Dissem
Abroad/Background Use Only. Drafted by Allen S. Whiting,
Director of the Office of Research and Analysis for the Far East,
and Leo G. Sarris of that office.

2 Both dated September 5, neither printed. (Kennedy Library,
National Security Files, Vietnam Country Series, CIA Cables)
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vai gid, va Khiém tra 16i rang dang c6 20.000 binh si
Viét Nam déng & Sai Gon dé d6i pho chuyén dé. Tuy
nhién, Khiém 10 vé 4n tugng khi Warner néu thém
rang mot su doan linh TQLC My sé nhanh chéng quét
sach bat ky luc lugng chéng déi nao.

Chting t6i khong nghi rang chinh phta VN lic nay
muén lam nhiing chuyén nhu thé déi véi cac vién chiic
Hoa Ky. Tuy nhién, ching t6i c6 thé du kién ring
chién dich chéng My hién nay nhu da thay trén bao
chi do Chinh phu kiém soat va trong cic ban tuyén
bd chinh thtic s& van tiép dién; nhiing cudc tu hop
hay biéu tinh chéng My ciing c6 thé x4y ra. Khiém
12 em trai ba Nhu, va cha ctia anh ta 12 6ng Tran
Van Chuong, cyu Dai st Viét Nam tai Hoa Ky, da chi
trich anh ta 1a bat tai, tham nhiing va hén nhat. Lan
gan nhat ching tdi nghe vé Khiém 14 ngay 11 thang
8-1963, khi 6ng Thuan, Bo Trudng Pht Tong Théng,
thong bao véi Pai st Nolting rang ba Nhu truée dé
da t6 chiic mot biét d6i canh sat mat riéng caa ba, do
Khiém chi huy. Thudn tuyén bé ring c6 thé chinh éng
Nhu c6 lién quan dén viéc nay. Dai st Nolting sau d6
néu viéc nay véi 6ng Diém, va 6ng Diém phu nhan
hoan toan. Ban Phic trinh trén [Trang 123] cho thay
rang Khiém c6 thé thuc su c6 mét sé trach nhiém “an
ninh dic biét” va hodc 6ng Diém da néi do6i, hodc 6ng
ta bi che gidu nén khong biét dén viéc nay.

2. Ban Phuc trinh thi nhi (TDCS DB-3/656, 445)
lién quan dén bai bao ngay 2 thang 9-1963 trén bao
Times of Vietnam,' trong d6 cio budc My, va dic biét

' Vao ngay 2 thang 9, t6 Times of Vietnam dang mot bai & trang
nhat véi tua dé “CIA Financing Planned Coup D’Etat” (CIA Tai
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are 20,000 Vietnamese troops in Saigon to meet this
eventuality. However, Khiem seemed impressed with
Warner’s counter that a division of Marines would
quickly wipe out any opposing forces.

We do not think that the Vietnamese Government
would at this time sanction such acts against American
officials. However, we can expect that the current anti-
American campaign as reflected in the government-
controlled press and in official statements will continue;
anti-American rallies or demonstrations are also
possible. Khiem is the brother of Madame Nhu, and
his own father, the former Viethamese Ambassador to
Washington, Tran Van Chuong, has denounced him as
incompetent, corrupted, and cowardly. The last we have
heard of Khiem was on August 11 when Secretary of
State for the Presidency Thuan informed Ambassador
Nolting that Madame Nhu had organized her own secret
police squad headed by Khiem. Thuan stated that Nhu
himself was possibly also involved. Nolting subsequently
raised this point with Diem-the latter denied it flatly. The
above report [Page 123] would indicate that Khiem may
actually have some “special security” responsibilities
and that Diem was either lying or had been kept ignorant
of the development.

2. The second report (TDCS DB-3/656,445) relates to
the September 2 article in Times of Vietnam' which

' On September 2 the Times of Vietnam published a front-
page story under a headline entitled “CIA Financing Planned
Coup D’Etat,” which had as its central premise that the CIA
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14 S6 Tinh B4o Trung Uong CIA, 14 nd luc kich dong
mot cudc dao chanh. Vao ngay 5 thang 9-1963, Dé
Nhat Thu Ky ctia Toa Dai St Dtc Quéc, véi thong tin
tit mot phéng vién bao Der Spiegel, 1a ngudi trude doé
da phong van ba Nhu, da néi véi mot vién chic My
réang ba Nhu thita nhan ba da viét hau hét, néu khong
phai toan b, bai bao d6. Ciing c6 bao céo vé viéc ba
Nhu da tuyén bé réng hau hét cac ric r6i cia Nam
Viét Nam 1a do nhiing tuong thuat sai léch cua bao
chi My va do su can thiép ctia ngusi My. Ba ta tham
chi con céao budc Dai St Lodge dang 1én ké hoach loai
bd hodc Am sat ba. Ba thém rang Diém qua yéu dudi
va 1é thudc vao ba d€ c¢6 hd trg va stic manh nhim
thuc hién cudc chién chéng Cong va cac ké thu khac.

Chiing t6i nghi ngd bai viét trén to Times of
Vietnam 1a cua ba Nhu, hay it nhat cling do 6ng ba
Nhu goi y. Di nhién, ba Nhu thtia biét ching ta muén
ba ra di, va c6 1& cam thay rang ba sé 1a muc tiéu
chinh ctia bat ky nd lyc ddo chanh nao chéng lai ché&
do Diém. Loi tuyén b6 ciua ba vé 6ng Diém goi nhé dén
mot tuyén bé cong khai tuong tu ctia ba khoang mot
thang trudc, va 12 10i dung cham éng Diém & diém rat
muc nhay cam.

Trg Mot Am Muu D3o Chanh) trong d6 c6 noi dung chinh noi
rang CIA két hgp véi Viét cong chi nhiéu trieu dola dé tim cach
lat d6 chinh phti Diém vao ngay 28-8-1963. Xem Mecklin,
Mission in Torment, trang 201-203, vé vai tro cla bao Times of
Vietnam va quyén Chu Bat la Ann Gregory trong nén chinh tri
Viét Nam.
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charged the United States, and specifically the Central
Intelligence Agency, with an attempt to inspire a coup.
On September 5, the First Secretary of the German
Embassy, passing on information given to him by a Der
Spiegel correspondent who had interviewed Madame
Nhu, told an American official that Madame Nhu
admitted she had written most, if not all, of the article.
She is reported to have also stated that most of South
Vietnam’s troubles resulted from false reporting by the
American press and from American interference. She
even charged that Ambassador Lodge was planning to
have her removed or murdered. She added that Diem
was too weak and was dependent upon her for support
and strength to carry out the struggle against the Viet
Cong and other enemies.

We have suspected that the Times of Vietnam article
was written, or at least inspired, by the Nhus. Of course,
Madame Nhu is aware that we want her to leave, and
she probably feels she would be a main target in any
coup attempt against the regime. Her statement on
Diem recalls a similar public statement of hers about
a month ago and one which touched Diem on a very
sensitive point.

in conjunction with the Viet Cong spent millions of dollars
to try to overthrow the Diem government on August 28. See
Mecklin, Mission in Torment, pp. 201-203, regarding the role
of the Times of Vietnam and its acting editor, Ann Gregory, in
Vietnamese politics
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- Tu Lénh Li Doan Nhay Du VNCH, va Chanh
van phong cua 6ng Diém néi Nhu phai di;

QUAN POI VA NHAN DAN - Ong Nhu huat thuéc phién nhidu nim, va da
MIEN NAM VIET NAM PHAN NO, hoang tuong tam than;
VNCH SE SUP D6 vi NHU - Long dan Viét Nam cdm thu Nhu, va Cong san
: sé chién thing néu 6ng Nhu con lanh dao mién
Cu si Nguyén Giac dich Nam Viét Nam.

Ban Viét dich do Cu si Nguyén Giéc thuc hién,
dudc trinh bay song song véi nguyén ban Anh ngii.
LOI NGUOI DICH

Hb so t61 mat nay duge Giam déc Sé Tinh bao va
Nghién cttu My (INR) trinh 1én Ngoai Trudng Hoa Ky
vao ngay 15-9-1963, hon 3 tuan sau ngay 6ng Ngb
Pinh Nhu chi huy tran téng tidn céng cac chua, cho
th4y tinh hinh sau:

- Téng Théng Ngé Pinh Diém tré thanh con réi

cua 6ng Nhu;

- Ong Nhu da béu x4u, d4y cac nhan su tai nang

va trung thanh xa khoi 6ng Diém;

- Ong Nhu chi huy Mat vu va Luc Lugng Déc Biét,

gai hé théng mat bao khép noi;

- Ong Nhu dung chiing ¢6 nguy tao, chup ma Phat

ti la Cong san;

- Ong Nhu cam thu My, t6 cao My c&u két véi thuc

dan, phong kién dé bién VN thanh vé tinh;

- Ong Nhu néi phai chéng My, bit tay véi Ha Noi,

lam quéan d6i Nam Viét Nam mat tinh than;

- Chuong trinh &p chién ludc tri tré sudt 3 thang

lién;
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110. BAN GHI NHO TU GIAM POC SO TiNH BAO VA
NGHIEN CUU (THOMAS HUGHES) TRINH LEN
NGOAI TRUONG MY

Washington, ngay 15 thang 9,1963

PE TAI
Véan dé 6ng Nhu

Ng6 Dinh Nhu da déng vai trd chu yéu trong viéc
thuc hién cudc chién chong Vit Cong. Ong 1a luc
ning dong phia sau chuong trinh 4p chién luge. Ong
da anh hudng 16n t6i viéc tai dinh huéng cac khai
niém quan su VN ti chién tranh quy uéc t6i phan du
kich chién. Ong da lap ra cac doan thé dé kich dong
thanh nién va cac giéi khac véi y thic chinh tri.

Tuy nhién, ké ti ngay 8 thang 5-1963, 6ng Nhu
da tré thanh yéu t6 chinh lam nghiém trong thém
xung dot véi Phat gido va 12 nguyén nhan caa cudc
khing hoang cong quyén tiém &n co nguy bung né. Vi
cac 1y do néu sau day, Nhu la tré ngai 16n cho bat ky
giai phap dich thuc nio do1 véi cudc khing hoang nay.

Nhu kiém soat 6ng Diém

[Trang 213] Ong Nhu ap dat mot anh hudng tran
ngap va khong thé thay déi déi véi ong Diém. Ong
Nhu da béu xau, vo hiéu héa, hodc loai bd nhiéu cé
van tai gidi va trung thanh véi Diém. Nguyén Dinh
Thuén, Bb Trudng Téng Thong Phi, néi Nhu 1a ngusi

' Nguodn: Thu Vien Kennedy, H6 so An ninh Quéc gia, Vietnam
Country Series, K& hoach Hanh dong. Tai Mat; Danh riéng cho
ngudi nhan dugc. Ciing dugc cong bo trong HO6 So Gidi Mat,
1982, 593 A.
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110. MEMORANDUM FROM THE DIRECTOR OF THE
BUREAU OF INTELLIGENCE AND RESEARCH
(HUGHES) TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE'

Washington, September 15, 1963.

SUBJECT
The Problem of Nhu

Ngo Dinh Nhu has played a key role in prosecuting the
war against the Viet Cong. He has been the dynamic
force behind the strategic hamlet program. He has
significantly influenced the reorientation of Vietnamese
military concepts from conventional to counter-guerrilla
warfare. He has developed mass organizations to infuse
the youth and others with political consciousness.

Since May 8, however, Nhu has become the primary
factor exacerbating the Buddhist controversy and is the
cause of a potentially explosive governmental crisis. For
the reasons listed below, he is the major obstacle to any
genuine resolution of this crisis.

His Hold on Diem

[Page 213] Nhu exercises an overriding, immutable
influence over Diem. He has discredited, neutralized,
or caused the removal of many competent and loyal
advisors to Diem. Nguyen Dinh Thuan, Secretary of

' Source: Kennedy Library, National Security Files, Vietnam
Country Series, Action Plan. Top Secret; Eyes Only. Also
published in Declassified Documents, 1982, 593 A.
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duy nhat 6ng Diém tin tudéng. Vo Van Hai, Chanh vin
phong ctia Diém va 1 ngudi ¢6 thdm quyén dang tin
cay nhét trong giéi 1am viéc § Phii Téng Thong, dong
¥ v6i 6ng Thuan rang Nhu néi thay cho Diém trong
cac budi hop, viét thu tra 16i bao chi thay cho Diém,
va ha thip 6ng Diém chi con nhu ngusi lap lai quan
diém riéng cua Nhu.

Do vay, Diém tin 16i cao budc cia Nhu réng van
dé Phat gido can ban 1a do Viét cong gay ra. Diéu nay
lam Diém mét uy tin trong mat nhiing ngudi ung ho
trung thanh caa Diém. Vit Vin Mau, cuu B6 Trudng
Ngoai Giao VNCH, va Tuéng Lé Vian Kim, quyén Phé
Tham Muu Trudéng quin luc VNCH, néi rang Nhu
bay gio 1a stic manh khéng ché 6 Nam Viét Nam. Ban
danh gia tinh hinh do Ngoai giao doan cta ching ta
thuc hién két luan ring trong cac cdp lanh dao chinh
pht cling nhu 1anh dao 6 cac cdp tinh, huyén, moi
ngudi déu cho rang quyén luc thuc su ndm trong tay
Nhu cht khéng phai Diém. Thém niia, ban danh gia
chi ra mot niém tin lan rong 1a Diém khéng hé mudn
sa thai Nhu vé vuon, véi mot s6 nhom ngd rang Diém
tham chi khéng thé cai tri néu khéng c¢6 Nhu.

Quyén Liuc Riéng cua Nhu: Mat Vu va Luc Luong Péc
Biét

Nhu ciing c6 nhiing nguén quyén luc riéng, doc
lap. Ong ta chi huy mat vu va CAn Lao, mot t8 chtic
kiém soat chinh tri ban céng khai. Hé théng mat bao
vién tran ngip trong cong quyén, quan déi va cac to
chtic quan trong ngoai chinh pha. Hé théng do tham
cia Nhu giy ra ndi sg hai va cam ghét rong khap
trong cic nhém nay. Stic manh cia Nhu trong viéc
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State for the Presidency, claims Nhu is the only person
whom Diem trusts. Vo Van Hai, chief of Diem’s private
cabinet and the most reliable authority on the inner
workings of the Presidency, agrees with Thuan that Nhu
speaks for Diem at meetings, writes Diem’s responses
to press queries, and has reduced Diem to echoing his
own views.

As a result Diem believes Nhu's charge that the
Buddhist problem is basically Viet Cong created. This
has degraded Diem in the eyes of his loyal supporters.
Vu Van Mau, former Foreign Minister, and General Le
Van Kim, deputy acting chief of the armed forces, claim
Nhu is now the dominant power in South Vietham.
Our Country Team assessment concludes that at top
echelons of government as well as among provincial and
district officials, the consensus is that actual power rests
with Nhu rather than Diem. Moreover the assessment
points to the spreading conviction that Diem is unwilling
to dismiss Nhu, with some groups doubting Diem is
even able to rule any longer without him.

Nhu’s Independent Power: Secret Police and Special
Forces

Nhu also has independent sources of power. He
directs the secret police and the Can Lao, the semi-
covert political control organization. This apparatus of
informants permeates bureaucratic, military, and key
non-governmental groups. Nhu’s surveillance system
generates fear and hatred throughout these groups. His
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béu xau déi thu da dan t6i viée loai bo cac nhan su tan
tam va tai nang.

Nhu kiém soat Luc Lugng Dic Biét cia quan doi,
da cung v6i mat vu hanh dong theo 1énh Nhu trong
chién dich tdn cong cac chuia, bat giit cac nha su, cac
sinh vién, va nhiing ngudi déi lap, va trong viéc nguy
tao ra “chiing ct” dé “ching minh” ¢6 mét Am muu
cua Cong san phia sau cac nhém bi Nhu chéng pha.
Chinh cac hanh dong nhu thé da lam nghiém trong
thém nhiing cang thing hién c6 dén mic gAn cham
ngudng noi loan.

Nhu cam thu Hoa Ky

Nhu da tién hanh mot chién dich cay doc chéng
My, ca cong khai va bi mat. Nhu da t6 cdo My am
muu v6i “bon thuc dan” va “bon phong kién” dé bién
Nam Viét Nam thanh mot vé tinh [cua My]. Nhu da
loan truyén céc tin tic rang mot sd vién chiic Hoa Ky
cu thé da ndm trong danh sach sé bi 4&m sat. Nhu da
thudng xuyén néi riang su hién dién cta ngudi My
nhat thiét phai gidm bét vi n6 de doa nén doc 1ap ctua
Nam VN. Nhu d3 lién tuc néi déi véi Dai st My va Co
quan CIA tai Sai Gon vé vai trd cua Nhu trong cac
dién bién ké ti ngay 8 thang 5-1963.

Tinh hinh d6 da lam tén thuong vi tri ctia ching
ta tai Nam Viét Nam. Dai ta Lac, [Trang 214] ngudi
chiu trach nhiém thuc hién chuong trinh 4p chién
luge, néi rang tién trinh nay da cham lai trong ba
thang qua vi thai d6 chong M§ cua “mdt s6 phan tu”
tai Sai Gon. Cung ldc @6, Nhu lai khoe khoang rang
éng ta nim gitt cac ung ho can ban tit Hoa Ky dé via
kiém ché cac déi thu via lam ting thém uy tin ctua
6ng ta bang cach béu x4u cac vién chic cao cap.
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power to discredit opponents has led to the removal of
competent and dedicated personnel.

Nhu controls the army’s Special Forces which, together
with the secret police, act as his agents in raids on
pagodas, arrests of monks, students, and oppositionists,
and the manufacture of “evidence” to “prove” the
Communist conspiracy behind these disaffected groups.
It is such actions which have exacerbated existing
tensions to the point of near revolt.

His Hatred of the United States

Nhu has conducted a virulent public and private anti-
American campaign. He has accused the United
States of plotting with “colonialists” and “feudalists”
to turn South Vietnam into a satellite. He has spread
reports that specific United States officials are marked
for assassination. He has frequently claimed that
the American presence must be reduced because
it threatens South Vietnam’s independence. He has
repeatedly lied to our Ambassador and the CAS station
chief concerning his role in developments since May 8.

This has impaired our position in South Vietnam.
Colonel Lac, [Page 214] responsible for implementing
the strategic hamlet program, claims that progress has
slowed in the last three months because of the anti-
American attitude of “certain elements” in Saigon. At the
same time, Nhu’s boast that he commands the basic
support of the United States both inhibits his opponents
and expands his prestige by humiliating high officials.
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Quan hé ctiia Nhu véi Bdc VN

Nhu ting néi trong ché riéng tu rang, néu My cét
vién trg, dng ta sé tim su gitip dd ti noi khac. Va néu
diéu dé6 that bai, Nhu khazlng dinh la 6ng ta sé thuong
thuyét mot thoa hiép véi Ha Noi. Nhu da thuyét phuc
cac nha quan sat ngoai quéc cling nhu nguoi Viét
ring vién anh d6 rat c6 thé xay ra. Cac Phic trinh
vé viéc Nhu da lién lac véi Ha Noi 1a rat dang tin va
lan truyén dén mtic do trong thuc t& da lam suy giam
tinh than quan d6i va giéi céng chiic, bat ké 1a ching
¢6 chinh xac hay khong.

Nhu c6 kha ning dé tin ring ong ta cé thé 1éo lai
tinh hinh theo cach c6 1gi cho minh, du la trong viéc
chong lai hay thuong thuyét véi Cong san. Trang thai
tam than hoang tudng ctia Nhu da hién 16 trong 15i
tuyén bd rang éng ta 1a ngudi duy nhét c6 thé ctu
Viét Nam. Ca Nguyén Dinh Thuan va Vo Vian Hai
déu xac nhan riang Nhu hit thudc phién trong hai
nam qua, diéu nay it nhat ciing giai thich dudc phan
nao vé trang thai tu tin qua do va hoang tudng quyén
luc cua 6ng ta.

Nguoi dan Viét muén loai bé Nhu

Theo 161 Tudéng Paul Harkins (Tu Lénh MACV),
cam xdc va thuc trang tai Nam Viét Nam chuyén
huéng manh mé va déu chong lai 6ng ba Nhu. Tuéng
Harkins tin rang Nam VN sé “t6n tai va thinh vugng”
néu 6ng ba Nhu ra di va é6ng Diém van gitt chiic Tong
Théng. Chung t6i dong § hoan toan véi quan diém caa
Tuéng Harkins vé 6ng ba Nhu.
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His Relations With North Vietnam

Nhu has claimed privately that should United States
aid be cut he would seek help elsewhere. Should that
fail, Nhu asserts he would negotiate a settlement with
Hanoi. Nhu has convinced both Vietnamese and foreign
observers that such a prospect is likely. Reports that
Nhu is already in contact with Hanoi are so credible
and widespread as eventually to undermine morale in
the army and bureaucracy, regardless of their current
accuracy.

Nhu is capable of believing he could manipulate the
situation to his advantage, whether through fighting or
negotiating with the communists. His megalomania is
manifest in his claim that only he can save Vietnam.
Both Nguyen Dinh Thuan and Vo Van Hai testify to Nhu’s
opium smoking during the past two years, providing at
least partial explanation for his excess of self-confidence
and fantasies of power.

The Vietnamese Want Nhu Out

According to General Harkins, both sentiment and
reality in South Vietnam have polarized strongly and
properly against the Nhus. He believes that the country
would “survive and flourish” with them gone and Diem
still President. We concur fully in General Harkins’ view
of the Nhus.
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Tuéng Victor Krulak! bao cao rang viéc Nhu ra
di s& dudc hoan ho bdi cac si quan quan doi. Tubng
Krulak da nghe Lii Doan Trudng Lii Doan Nhay Du
Viét Nam néi vé su cidm ghét doi véi Nhu. Dai ta Lac
né6i rang, Nhu sé khong dtng néi 24 gis néu My néi
rd6 rang My khong chap nhan tinh hinh nay. Tran
Quéc Btiu, ngudi ding dau t6 chic Cong Poan 16n
nhat & Viét Nam, néi rang cac thanh vién cua éng tin
rang Nhu phai ra di. Ong Btiu s¢ rang néu Nhu chién
thing dudc tit cude khiing hoang hién nay, nhiing sai
lam tai hai 4t sé xay ra, cho phép Coéng quan chiém
dugc toan bd Viét Nam. Vo Van Hai tin rang Diém
khong thé tim lai duge niém tin cta dan ching khi
Nhu con ding trong chinh phu.

Chung t6i dong ¥ v6i ban danh gia tinh hinh cua
Ngoai giao doan rang (1) Nhu bi cam ghét, bi cam
thu, bi s¢ hai, hosc khong dude tin cdy 6 moi cap trong
chinh quyén, trong quan déi cling nhu trong gidi tri
thiic thanh thi, va (2) cam xic chong Nhu da lan rong,
da kéo dai, va hién gic dang day dac thém va c6 dong
[Trang 215] dé trd thanh nhiing 161 quy 16i cho cac
bién phap dan ap cua ché d. Ching tdi ciing dong
¥ v6i ban lugng dinh cia MACV rang nhiéu si quan
cao cap dudng nhu duge thuyét phuc ring Nhu c6 thé
thuong lugng véi Ha Noi va “dai da s6 quan doi khong
thé ch&p nhan Nhu nhu ngudi lanh dao Nam Viét
Nam trong bat ky tinh huéng nao.”

i Phu Ta Dic Biét vé Chong N&i Day, Bo Téng Tham Muu Hoa Ky
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General Krulak reports that Nhu’s departure would be
hailed by military officers. He was told by the Viethamese
Airborne Brigade Commander of strong dissatisfaction
with Nhu. Colonel Lac indicated that Nhu would not
last 24 hours if the United States made clear it would
not tolerate this situation. Tran Quoc Buu, head of the
largest labor organization in Vietnam, claims that his
followers believe that Nhu must go. He fears that should
Nhu emerge victorious from the present crisis, worse
blunders will ensue, permitting an eventual Communist
takeover. Vo Van Hai believes that Diem cannot regain
the confidence of his people so long as Nhu remains.

We agree with the Country Team assessment that (1)
Nhu is disliked, hated, feared, or distrusted at all levels
in the bureaucracy, the military establishment and urban
elite circles, and (2) long-standing and widespread anti-
Nhu feelings have now intensified and crystallized [Page
215] into blame for the regime’s repressive measures.
We also agree with the MACV assessment that many
top level military officers seem convinced that he could
deal with Hanoi and the “great bulk of the military
cannot accept Nhu as leader of South Vietham under
any conditions”.
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KEU GOI LAT PO NHA NGO

LOI NGUOI DICH

Van ban nay dugc trich tt FRUS - Foreign
Relations of the United States, 1961-1963 Volume
IV, Vietnam, August-December 1963, ho so s6 118
(Document 118), da dudc gidi chiic Hoa Ky chap thuan
gidl mat va céong bs. Day 1a mét Ban Ghi Nhé dudge
viét bdi Paul M. Kattenburg, Phé Giam Déc Dong
Nam A Su Vu tai Bo Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky, ghi lai noi
dung cudc néi chuyén dién ra 3 tuan sau khi Luat
st Tran Van Chuong (than phu ctia ba Nhu) ti chiic
Dai st Viét Nam tai Hoa Ky va ba Tran Van Chuong
(than mau cta ba Nhu) tit chiic Quan sat vién VNCH
tai Lién Hiép Quéc.

Ghi nhan tt 16i ba Chuong néi v6i Kattenburg cac
diém sau:

- Toan dan Viét Nam déu cim ghét ché do ong

Diém,;

- Ba Chuong da t6 chtic biéu tinh chéng nha Ngb

trugée Toa Bach Oc;
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- Ba Chuong kéu goi cong dong ngudi Viét khi
thay ba Nhu 1a 14y xe tong lién, néu khéng thi
cling nén ném tring va ca chua;

- Ba Chuong goi con gai minh la “d6 quy vat’
(monster), goiong Nhula “hungnd” (unbarbare)
va goi 6ng Diém 1a ké bat tai (incompetent);

- Ong Chuong va nhiéu nha hoat dong dang ban
tinh v& moét chinh phu luu vong dé 1at d6 nha
Ngo.

Ban Viét dich dugc thuc hién boi Cu si Nguyén
Giac, trinh bay song ngii 6 nhiing trang sau day.
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118. BAN GHI NHO VE CUOC NOI CHUYEN GIUA GIAM
POC NHOM VIETNAM WORKING GROUP (PAUL
KATTENBURG) VA BA TRAN VAN CHUONG'

Washington, ngay 16-9-1963, Iic 8 gio té1

Ba Chuong goi t6i nhiéu 1an trong ngay, va bao toi
t6i tham ngdi nha méi cta ba dé ban mot “van dé rat
quan trong” déi v6i ba. Khi téi téi d6 lic 8 gio toi, toi
thdy ba dang mot minh. Téi khéng thdy 6ng Dai st
Tran Vin Chuong, du 6ng da goi téi hoi sAng vé mot
van dé lién he.

CHINH PHU Bi MAT

Ba Chuong néi véi toi bing giong 4n mat ring
“nhiéu nguoi Viét ti tat ca cac phia” da yéu cau chong
ba hay lanh dao mét chinh pht doan két quéc gia. Khi
t61 hoi cu thé tén ngudi, ba nhic t6i tén 6ng Nguyén
Ton Hoan (Pai Viét, Paris), Pham Huy Co (Iuu vong,
[Trang 238] Paris), va sau d6 con c6 Bui Van Thinh
(cuu Bo Trudng Noi Vu va Dai st VN tai Nhat Ban).
Ba néi rang chéng ba khong bao gié muén dinh vao
“chinh tri luu vong” nhung bay gio ap luc vao vd chéng
ba quéa 1én tit qua nhiéu ngudi Viét mudn vg chong ba
phai lam diéu gi d6, dén ndi ba dang can nhic y kién
d6 va mudn téi dua ra 161 khuyén “nhu mot nguoi ban”.

" Nguébn: Bo Ngoai Giao My, H6 So Trung Uong, POL 1 S VIET.
Mat. Viét bsi Kattenburg vao ngay 17-9-1963. Trén mot pho
ban ctia ban ghi nhd nay gli [én Toa Bach Oc, Michael Forrestal
(thanh vién Hoi Pong An Ninh Qudc Gia) viét: “Doi song gia
dinh tai VN”, va viét k& bén 16i ba Chuong de doa lai xe can lén
con géi clia ba: “Tinh me. ” (Kennedy Library, National Security
Files, Vietnam Country Series, Memos and Miscellaneous, Part II).
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118. MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION BETWEEN
THE DIRECTOR OF THE VIETNAM WORKING
GROUP (KATTENBURG) AND MADAME TRAN VAN
CHUONG'

Washington, September 16, 1963, 8 p.m.

Madame Chuong called me several times during the
day and asked me to come to her new house to discuss
a “vital matter” with her. When | got there at 8:00 p.m.,
| saw her alone. Ambassador Chuong was nowhere in
sight, although he called me this morning on a related
matter.

CLANDESTINE GOVERNMENT

Madame Chnong told me in conspiratorial tones that
“many Vietnamese of all parties” had asked her husband
to head up a government of national unity. When | asked
for specific names, she mentioned Nguyen Ton Hoan
(Dai Viet, Paris), Pham Huy Co (exile, [Page 238]Paris),
and later also Bui Van Tinh (former Minister of Interior and
Ambassador to Japan). She said that her husband had
never wanted to get mixed up in “exile politics” but now
the pressure on the Chuongs was so great from so many
Vietnamese to do something that she was considering
the idea and wanted my advice “as a friend”.

' Source: Department of State, Central Files, POL 1 S VIET.
Secret. Drafted by Kattenburg on September 17. On a copy of
this memorandum sent to the White House, Forrestal wrote:
“Family life in Vietnam”, and next to Madame Chuong’s threat
to run over her daughter: “Mother love.” (Kennedy Library,
National Security Files, Vietnam Country Series, Memos and
Miscellaneous, Part I1).

413



HO SO MAT 1963 - Tif cac nguon tai liéu cia chinh pha My

T61 néi, di nhién 1a to1 khong c6 161 khuyén nao,
ngay ca véi tu cach ca nhan, nhung t6i nghi 1a chung
t61 muoén dude thong bao vé cac dién tién cua su kién
nay. Téi néi, téi cho rang bat ky “chinh phu [luu vong]
nao” dude dung l1én thi cling cAn phai duy tri bi mat.
Ba hoi ring lidu My c6 ung hd mot chinh pht nhu
thé& khong. T6i khong tra 10i ngay diéu d6, nhung néi
ridng mot chinh phu céng khai sé hau nhu khong thé
¢6 duge bat ky su thita nhan nao khi chinh pht Ong
Diém van dang nim quyén & Sai Gon. Ba néi, ba dang
né6i vé moét chinh pht bi mat va su hd trg bi mat. To6i
khong tra 15i ba ké ca nhiéu cau héi khac, chi néi rdng
mong mudn dugc ba théng bao cac dién tién.

BA NHU

Ré6i Ba Chuong néi rang trudec d6 ba da tuyén bo
v6i cong dong nguoi Viét § New York va Washington
(nhiing ngudi thudng xuyén t6i gip ba dé xin huéng
dan va tu van) rang khi “vg ong Nhu” t6i, ho nén “lai
xe can lén ba Nhu’ (nguyén vin), va riang néu ho
khong thé 1am thé thi nén ném tring va ca chua vao
ba Nhu bat c khi ndo ba Nhu xuit hién 6 ndi cong
cong. Ba Chuong vita méi trude dé da t6 chiic mot
cudc bidu tinh trude Toa Bach Oc véi nhidu ngusi Viét
tham du, va ba c6 kha nang t6 chiic viéc chong lai “do
quy vat” do.

(Dai st Tran Van Chuong hém nay trudc hét da
goi cho t6i dé nhan manh ring cac vién chic cao cdp
Hoa Ky trong b4t ky tinh huéng nao cting khéng nén
ti€p dén ba Nhu, dac biét 1a Téng Thong My. Néu
ldc nay biét rang minh khéng dudge tiép dén, ba Nhu
sé rat it kha nang tim t6i. Ly do ba Nhu téi chi 1a dé
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| said of course | had no advice, not even personal, to
offer, but | thought we would like to be kept informed
of the progress of this development. | said | assumed
whatever “government” was created would remain
clandestine. She asked whether the U.S. would support
such a government. | did not respond to this but said
| thought a surfaced government could hardly obtain
any form of recognition while the Diem Government
remained in power in Saigon. She said she was
speaking of a clandestine government and clandestine
support. | left her further queries unanswered other than
to indicate again desire to be kept informed.

MADAME NHU

Madame Chuong then said that she had told the
Viethamese community in New York and Washington
(who constantly came to her for guidance and advice)
that when the “wife of Nhu” came they should “run her
over with a car” (sic), and that if they could not do that
they should throw eggs and tomatoes at her every
time she appeared in public. She, Madame Chuong,
had organized the White House picket demonstration
of Vietnamese recently and she was quite capable of
organizing against this “monster”.

(Ambassador Chuong called me first thing today to
stress that Madame Nhu should under no circumstances
be received by high level U.S. officials, in particular
the President. If she knew now that she would not be
received, she would be much less likely to come. Her
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noi chuyén véi cac vién chiic cao c4p, con bao chi va
truyén hinh chi 1a thd yéu.)

Thém mot diém nita dude ba Chuong tiét 16, tuy
c6 vé nhu gian tiép: Hoa Ky dang mat ban nhanh
chéng 6 Viet Nam va dang phan tng qua cham dé
do61 phoé tinh hinh 6 Viét Nam. Chi c6 mot giai phap
duy nhat: loai bd ca Diém va Nhu. My c6 trach nhiém
phai lam nhu thé vi chi duy nhat thong qua vién trg
ctia M§ ma chinh pht 6ng Diém ton tai. T4t ca ngudi
dan Viét déu ghét chinh phu d6. Nhu 1a “mot thing
hung n6” va Diém 14 mot ké bat tai. Vay Hoa Ky con
cho dgi gi nta?

T6i tim 161 kém ché ba khéo 1éo trong khi van gii
dudc su tin cay cua ba.
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reason in coming is primarily to talk to top officials; the
press and TV are only a secondary concern.)

One more point conveyed, though somewhat indirectly,
by Madame Chuong: the U.S. is rapidly losing friends in
Viet-Nam and is moving awfully slowly in coping with the
situation. There is only one solution; get rid of both Diem
and Nhu. The U.S. is responsible for doing it because it
is only through U.S. support that the government holds
together. All Viethamese cordially hate it. Nhu is “un
barbare” and Diem is an incompetent. What is the U.S.
waiting for?

| tried to handle her as tactfully as possible while
retaining her confidence.
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SAI GON: DIEM-NHU PAN AP TOAN
DAN

LOI NGUOI DICH

Hb so nay dugc trich tit FRUS - Foreign Relations
of the United States, 1961-1963 Volume IV, Vietnam,
August-December 1963, ho so s6 150, ghi lai cudc
phong viAn ngay 26-9-1963 tai Sai Gon, do Gido su
Bromley Smith tra 16i Bo Trudng Qudc Phong My
McNamara, ldc d6 dang tham Viét Nam. H6 so Bo
Ngoai Giao My ghi rang Gido su Smith 1a Executive
Secretary of the National Security Council (Thu ky
diéu hanh Hoi Pong An Ninh Quéc Gia). Ong 12 mot
nha van Hoa Ky da ing ho 6ng Diém nhiéu nam, cho
t61 khi that vong vi cac chinh sidch anh em 6ng Diém-
Nhu truy btic Phat gido va cac thanh phan dan ching.

Ghi nhan ti ho so nay:

- Khéong hé c6 chuyén x6 xat gitia Thién Chua

giao va Phat giao.

- C4 gido dan Thién Chua gido va Phat tii déu bat

min ché d6 6ng Diém.

- Ché d% khong duy tri bang 1y tudng tu do, ma chi

bing ban phat 4n hué va bt b6 - nha tit 6 Nam
Viét Nam da chat.

- Dai hoc khong dam md ctia lai, vi tién doan sinh
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vién sé xuong duong - ca Khoa Trudng Dai Hoc
Van Khoa ciing sé biéu tinh.

- Viét cong chua 1¢i dung dudc thoi ky b4t 6n chinh
tri nay, vi 1anh dao chinh tri ciia ho yéu kém.

Ban dich thuc hién bdi Cu si Nguyén Giac,trinh
bay song ngti Anh Viét.
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150. PHUC TRINH CUA BO TRUONG QUOC PHONG
MCNAMARA'
Sai Gon, ngay 26 thang 9 nam 1963

Tuong thuat buoi phéng van ngay 26-9-1963
cta By Truéng McNamara véi Giao su Smith?

Smith, gido su tai mot Dai hoc Hoa Ky hang dau,
12 mot hoc gia vé Dong Phuong Hoc, néi dugc tiéng
Viét luu loat, c6 lién hé rong véi nhiéu lanh dao ca
hai mién Nam Béc Viét Nam va trong céng viéc hang
ngay thudng doc nhiéu ban ghi néi dung cac budi phat
thanh ti Bic Viét, cac thu ca nhan cing nhu nhiing
héd s6 khac duge bi mat dua ra khoi Bic Viet. Ong
viia hoan tat mot chuyén tham Nam Viét Nam, va
truée d6 da tiing dén thim vao cac nam 1953 va 1960.
Trong chuyén viéng thim nay, Gido su Smith khéng
di nhiéu ra ngoai Sai Gon. Trong moét budi phéng van
dai v6i Bo Truéng McNamara, Gido su Smith noéi:

1. Khi t61 Nam Viét Nam, ong ta tin la Hoa Ky c6
thé lam viéc chung véi Diém dudc va sé nguy

' Nguobn: Trung tdm Vian khd Quéc gia Washington National
Record Center, RG 330, Ho so vé McNamara: FRC 71-A-3470,
H6 so va Ghi chi luu trif 9/25/63 - Chuyén di t6i Nam Viet Nam.
Mat.

2 Theo loi William P. Bundy, nguti cing di v6i Bo Trudng
McNamara t6i Nam Viét Nam, Gido su Smith la tén gid. Bundy
ké rang “Smith”, ngudi lac do dang & Sai Gon, “la mot sinh vién
dai han va la nha van viét vé Viét Nam, ti trude da ting ho manh
mé 6ng Diém cho t6i lGc d6.” Bundy nghi rang y kién cia Smith
c6 “stic nang dac biét” vi tru6c d6 Smith Gng hd Diém. Bundy
nhd rdang 6ng c6 an tugng lGc do rang 16i khai clia Smith co “stic
nang 16n dai voi McNamara. ” (Bd Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky, Phong
St Gia, Cac cudc phdng van vé VN, William R Bundy, June 26,
1984).
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150. REPORT BY THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
(MCNAMARA)'

Saigon, September 26, 1963.

REPORT OF McNAMARA 26 SEPTEMBER 63
INTERVIEW WITH PROFESSOR SMITH?

Smith, a professor at a leading American University,
speaks Vietnamese fluently, is an oriental scholar,
possesses wide contact among the leaders of both
North and South Vietnam, and in the course of his daily
work has access to transcripts of NVN radio broadcasts
and to personal letters and other documents smuggled
out of NVN. He is just completing a visit to SVN, having
last visited the country in 1960 and 1953. During this trip
he did not travel extensively outside of Saigon. In a long
interview with McNamara he stated:

1. He brought with him to SVN a belief that we could
probably manage to get along with Diem and it would be

' Source: Washington National Record Center, RG 330,
McNamara Files: FRC 71-A-3470, Back-up Documents and
Notes, 9/25/63 - Trip to SVN. Secret

2 According to William P. Bundy, who accompanied McNamara
to Vietnam, Professor Smith is a pseudonym. Bundy recalls that
“Smith,” who was also in Saigon at the time, “was a long-standing
student and writer on Vietnam who had been a totally strong
supporter of Diem up to that point.” Bundy thinks that “Smith’s”
opinions carried “special weight” because of his previous
support for Diem. He remembers that it was his impression at
the time that “Smith’s” testimony had “considerable weight
with McNamara.” (Department of State, Office of the Historian,
Vietnam Interviews, William R Bundy, June 26, 1984)
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hiém néu thay d6i gi. Sau nhiéu tuén 18 § day,
ong ta da phai doi y.

. Ong Diém da gia di kinh khung so v6i nim

1960. DAu 6c 6ng ta tréd nén cham lut roi.

. Ong Nhu 14 ngudi dang dén buée dudng cung;

Nhu da gieo rac ndi sg bi bit trong ca nhiing
ngudi ngoai giéi chinh tri thudéc moi thanh
phan 6 Sai Gon; Nhu dang hét hoang va da téi
giai doan tuyét vong.

. Diém sé khong ton tai qua 24 gié néu khong

c6 Nhu, nguoi phu trach cac mén héi 16 va van
dung nhiing quyén luc co ban cin thiét dé ton
tai. Nhu sé khong ton tai qua 24 gio néu khong
c6 chiéc 4o choang uy tin ctia Diém. Hai anh
em déu biét 12 ho can nhau.

. Khong thé lam cho ché& d6 nay thay déi bét di su

khit khe. Ong Diém khong c6 kha ning thay
d6i d6. Do vay ching ta phai chon lua, hoic
12 chién thang [Cong san] cing ché& do nay véi
tinh trang nhu hién nay, ho#c 1a phai ting ho
mot cudc thay ddi sang ché& do khac.

. Trong nhiéu nam qua, céng ching ciing da chi

trich ché do, nhung ho chi lam thé mot cach 1én
lat, kin dao. Bay gic thi dan ching trén ducng
phé da cong khai chi trich véi sy tham gia ctua
ca cac quan nhan va canh sat.

. Cach hanh xt d6i véi Phat ti da dac biét gay

uat nghen trong moi tang 16p xa hoi Viét Nam.
Nguoi dan kinh hoang vi chuyén dung quin
doi tdn cong vao nhiing chén thiéng liéng.
Viéc d6 c6 tac dong sau xa hon bat ci diéu gi
[Trang 294] ma ché d6 da lam va hanh dong
d6 gay kinh tdm cho ca gido dan Thién Chua

BO TRUGNG MCNAMARA VIET TU SAI GON: DIEM-NHU DAN AP TOAN DAN

dangerous to make a change. After several weeks here,
he has changed his mind.

2. Diem has aged terribly since 1960. He is slow
mentally.

3. Nhuis a person with his back to the wall; he has spread
the fear of arrest in non-political figures throughout all
segments of Saigon; he is in a panic and has reached a
stage of desperation.

4. Diem would not last 24 hours without Nhu who
handles the bribes and manipulates the power base
necessary for his survival. Nhu would not last 24 hours
without the cloak of Diem’s prestige. Each knows his
need for the other.

5. It is impossible to liberalize the regime. Diem is
incapable of changing. Therefore we must choose
between winning with the regime as it is or supporting a
change to another.

6. For years the public has been criticizing the regime
but has done so behind their hands. Now the criticism
is open, by people in the streets, and participated in by
soldiers and policemen.

7. The treatment of the Buddhists has particularly
stuck in the gullets of all class of Vietnamese. They
are shocked by the use of troops on sacred ground. It
has struck deeper than anything else the [Page 294]
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gido cting nhu Phat ti. Khong c6 chuyén x6 xat
gitta Thién Chua giao va Phéat gido. Trong qua
khit, Phat giao chua hé chinh thic c6 su t6 chiic
nao, dét nhién dan ching dudc td chiic véi cac
ban tin phat ra v.v... Truéec gic c6 su chéng doi
4n tang d6i v6i ché do va roi boc 16 rd trong gidi
Phat tt sau su kién Hué. D6 hién nhién 1a mét
chuyén dong chinh tri, khéng phai ton gido.

8. Piém d4u tién phai nghién ctu cin trong la:
Liéu chung ta c6 thé chién thing [Cong san] véi
ché& do nay khong? Gido su Smith tin 12 khéng
thé. Vi vay ching ta phai d6i dién véi cAu héi
1a [luc lugng nao] sé thay thé ché do nay. B4t
ky phong trao nao tit bén ngoai ché do déu hét
stic rui ro. Vi sinh vién cling nhu Phat ti déu
khong thé 1at d6 ché d6 nay. Chi c6 mot cude
dao chanh quan su hay am sat [ti bén trong]
mdi hiéu qua, va mot trong hai chuyén nay rat
c6 thé sip xay ra. Trong trudng hgp d6, ching
ta c6 50% co hoi dat dugc diéu gi d6 tot dep hon.

9. Chinh sach giti im ling ctia Dai st da duge chap
thuan khép ndi, chi trit trong Phit Téng Thong
[Nam Viét Nam].

10. Tuan trude, tusng Thompson néi rang chuong
trinh 4p chién lugc cho th4dy sé thanh cong. Dai
phéat thanh ti Bic Viét da chi trich ning né
nhat 1a chuong trinh 4p chién lugc.

11. Xuyén qua cac ngudn tin doc lap, Giao su
Smith xac nhan ding la Nhu ¢6 né1 v6i nha bao
Joseph Alsop nhiing gi ma d6ng nay tucng thuat
lai' va rang Bic Viét da tim t6i Nhu théng qua
ngudi Phap, nhu Nhu da néi.

' Xem ghi chu footnote 2, Document 151.
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regime has done and the action disgusts Catholics and
Buddhists alike. There is no Buddhist-Catholic clash.
There has been no formal Buddhist organization in the
past; suddenly people have been organized with press
handouts, etc. There was latent opposition to the regime
throughout the country which crystallized around the
Buddhists after the Hue incident. It is clearly a political
and not a religious movement.

8. The first point to study carefully is: Can we win with
this regime. He believes we cannot. Then we must
face the question of what is going to replace it. Any
movement away from the regime is extremely risky.
Neither the students nor the Buddhists can overthrow
the government. Only a military coup or an assassination
will be effective and one or the other is likely to occur
soon. In such circumstances we have a 50% chance of
getting something better.

9.The Ambassador’s policy of silence has won approval
everywhere except in the palace.

10.Thompson said last week the strategic hamlet
program has proven it will work. The NVN broadcasts
have attacked nothing as much as the hamlet program.

11.Through independent sources he has confirmed that
Nhu told Alsop what Alsop reported Nhu said' and that
the NVN have approached Nhu through the French as
Nhu reported.

' See footnote 2, Document 151.
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12. Mot dai t4 Quan doila ban cua ca Nhu va Gido
su Smith, may hom trudc bao cao viéc Nhu hoi
tham do rang Quan ddi sé phan t@ing thé& nao vé
nhiing cudc thuong thuyét véi Bic Viét. Pai ta
nay bao Nhu rang éng ta sé khong song téi 24
gi0 sau khi khéi sy thuong thuyét nhu thé.

13. Néu Céng san kiém soat Nam Viét Nam, sé
khong con 1anh tu chinh tri nao trén toan vung
Chau A dit niém tin vao thé giéi TAy Phuong
ntia. Qua that, viéc mat niém tin ciing sé khong
chi giéi han & cac lanh dao Chau A.

14. Chinh pha My khéong thé lam bat ct gi khac
hon 13, hoac cong khai ing ho Diém hodc giti
im léng. Néu ching ta giti chinh sach im ling,
mét cudc dao chanh rat c6 thé sé xay ra trong
vong 4 tuan 18. Viéc ai sé nim quyén sau chinh
pht quan su tam thoi hin 14 mét canh bac.

15. Cac gio su tai Vién Pai Hoc Sai Gon néi rang
doi séng bay gic hét nhu dia nguc; néu Dai hoc
mo ctia lai, cic sinh vién sé lai xuéng duong va sé
c6 tham du cia Khoa Trudng Dai Hoc Van Khoa.

16. Nhu dang bat giam thém nhiéu ngudi, va cing
thdng ngay cang tang. Va khi cing thing ting
thém, tinh than binh si bi anh hudng. Viéc gd
bd giéi nghiém va thiét quan luat da di kém
véi gia tdng hién tugng nta dém vao nha bat
nguoi. Cac nha tu chua bao gio chat dén nhu
hién nay.

17. Cudc dao chanh do My hd trg sé lam héng muc
tiéu cta chinh né. Cudi cung roéi ching ta cé
thé gidp mét chinh pht mang tiéng 14 con réi
cua My.
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12. A colonel in the Army, a mutual friend of Nhu and the
professor, reports that a few days ago Nhu inquired how
the Army would react to negotiations with the NVN. The
colonel told Nhu that he would not live 24 hours after the
start of such negotiations.

13. If the Communists take over control of SVN, not
another political leader in all of Asia will place any
confidence in the world of the West. Indeed, the loss of
confidence will not be limited to Asian leaders.

14. The American government cannot do anything other
than to either publicly support Diem or keep our mouths
shut. If we follow the latter policy, a coup will probably
take place within four weeks. It will be a gamble as
to who will take over power after an interim military
government.

15. Professors at the University in Saigon report life
has been hell; if the University is reopened the students
will be out on the streets and the Dean of the Literary
School will be with them.

16. Nhu is putting more and more people into jail and
tension is continuing to rise. As tension rises it will
eventually affect the morale of the troops. The elimination
of the curfew and martial law have been accompanied
by increasing arrests in the middle of the night. The jails
have never been as full.

17. Coup plotting by the US would defeat its own end.
We would end up with a government tarred with the
reputation of an American puppet.
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18. Viét cong chua lgi dung duge giai doan bat

6n chinh tri nay, vi lanh dao chinh tri ctia ho
yéu kém va vi Béc Viét dang gép nan déi tram
trong, muoén thuong thuyét véi Nam Viét Nam.

19. Sé 1a thiéu thuc t€ néu tin rang “dan chui” sé

hiéu qua trong hoan canh hién nay 6 Nam Viét
Nam. Nhiéu bién phap dan ap ctia ché do Diém
sé tiép tuc bdi ché do tiép noi. Nhung dan ching
sé chap nhan nhu thé mot thoi gian néu chinh
phu giai thich tai sao phai 4p dung nhu thé va
khi nao sé c6 thé khong ap dung niia. Nhiéu
nguoi 6 Nam Viét Nam hién nay néi vé su lua
chon gitia su dan ap thudng xuyén cua Diém
v6i su dan ap thudng xuyén cua Cong san.

20. Nhiéu ngudi tai Nam VN th&y khé hiéu vé

thai do cua My. Chinh phu [M§] da khong bay
t6 mot cach nhat quan. Néu sau khi toi vé nuéde
ma chinh pht My khéng néi gi dé ung ho ché
d6 Diém, thi mot cudc bung né sé xay ra trong
vong 2, 3, hay 4 tuan 1é niia.

Ky tén: Robert S. McNamara'

' Pugc in ti mot phd ban co chi ky danh may nay.

428

BO TRUGNG MCNAMARA VIET TU SAI GON: DIEM-NHU DAN AP TOAN DAN

18. The VC have not taken advantage of the period of
political instability because their political leadership is
poor and NVN facing a disastrous food shortage wishes
an accommodation with SVN.

19. It is soft-headed to believe that “democracy” will
work under today’s conditions in SVN. Many of the Diem
regime’s repressive measures would be continued by a
successor regime. But the people will tolerate them for a
time if the government will explain why they are imposed
and when they may be lifted. Many in SVN today talk of
a choice between perpetual repression under Diem or
perpetual repression under Communists.

20. Many in SVN have been puzzled by the US attitude.
The government has not spoken with one voice. If the
US government, following my return, says nothing to
support the Diem regime, an explosion will occur within
2, 3, or 4 weeks.

Robert S. McNamara'

' Printed from a copy that bears this typed signature.
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Tri Tanh

< ’ rong dién van ma s6 “POL 15S VIET”
gtii ti Sai Gon dén Bo Ngoai Giao Hoa
Ky ldc 7 gio t61 ngay 7/10/1963, Dai st Cabot Lodge
da chuyén vé Washington mét s6 thong tin dé tim
cach giai thich thai do chéng My ctia 6ng Nhu. Trong
mot phan cua dién van d6, Dai st Lodge trich dan
hai phat biéu ctia 6ng Nhu tra 16i nha bao Gambino
trong cudc phong van cla Tudn bao L’Expresso tai Y
vao ngay 3/10/1963 (Ban dich Anh ngti ciia bai phong
van nay dudec kém chung v6i Memo ngay 24/10 cua
chuyén gia Pong Nam A Paul Kattenburg gti cho 6ng
Michael Forrestal, phu ta ciia C6 van An ninh Quéc
gia McGeorge Bundy). Nguyén vin tiéng Anh hai

phat biéu d6 la:
1. “If the Americans were to interrupt their help,
it may not be a bad thing after all.” (“Néu nguoi
Mgy ngung hé trg, thi d6 chua hin 1a mot diéu

xau.”

2. He said that if his father-in-law, former
Ambassador Chuong, were to “come to Saigon,
I will have his head cut off. I will hang him in
the center of a square and to let him dangle
there. My wife will make the knot on the rope
because she is proud of being a Vietnamese and
she is a good patriot” (Ong Nhu néi ring néu
cha vg 6ng ta, cuu Dai s [Tran Van] Chuong,
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ma “vé Sai Gon, tbi sé cho cit dau 6ng ta. Toi
sé treo c6 Ong ta gitia mot quang trudng va dé
cho x4c ong ta treo ling ldng & d6. [Chinh] vg
to1 s& budc nit day thong long vi ba 4y tu hao la
mot ngusi Viét Nam va 12 mot ngudi yéu nude
tot dep.”)

Dién van nay dugc luu tri tai 2 trang 385 va
386 cua Tap FRUS (Foreign Relations of the United
States) cua Bo Ngoai Giao My, 1961-1963, Tap 1V,
dudi @€ muc 186, tiéu muc 652. 2. b.

DAO PHU CHINH TRI

Trong phat biéu thi nhat, 6ng Nhu gian tiép nhén
nhe véi ngudi My va 1anh dao mién Béc vé trién vong
mot thé c6 méi néu My rit khoi mién Nam Viét Nam.
Ha No61 va Washington ma nghe cau danh gia hoang
tudng nay cia mot ké mang bénh cudng vi chic sé
dién dau... Chinh 6ng Mieczylaw Maneli, vi dai dién
Ba Lan tting lam trung gian cho Ha No6i va 6ng Nhu
lién lac v6i nhau, sau nay khi héi tudng lai, ciing phai
phé phan rang: “C4p lanh dao cia ché d6 Diém-Nhu
da bi bénh can thi ning né dén miic toi c6 thé so sanh
v6i can bénh cta gii lanh dao Cong san kiéu Xit-ta-
lin.” [The leaders of the Diem-Nhu regime suffered
from definite myopia which I might compare with
the myopia of the Stalinist-type Communist leaders
(Mieczylaw Maneli, War of The Vanquished, Harper
& Row, New York 1972, trang 150)].

Va trong phat biéu tha nhi, 6ng trdit ndi cim thu
cua vg chong 6ng lén hanh dong cta 6ng cha vg la
Tran Van Chuong, dam ti chiic Dai st tai My (22-8-
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1963) dé “phan déi chinh sach nhiéu ngudi cho 14 uu
dai dao Thién Chua gido La M4 caa Téng théng Ngo
Dinh Diém” (theo New York Times) va sau d6 da van
dong chinh giéi My dé loai tri cip v chéng Ngb Dinh
Nhu-Tran Lé Xuan ra khéi chinh trudng, hau giup
ong Diém vugt qua cudc khiing hodng tai mién Nam
Viét Nam.

Ngoai ra, 6ng Nhu da chiing t6 rat tAm dau y hiép
v61 vg minh khi don phuong néi gium cho ba Nhu
rang dén cha rudt ma ba con sé gitp chong budc nit
day treo c8, va 18y hanh dong dé dé “tu hao 1a mot
nguoi Viet Nam”, thi chuyén ba thich tha vé tay va
sdn sang “cung cadp thém xing” dé nhin cac nha su bi
“nudng song” chdng c6 gi 1a la ca. Vi dung 14 “ndi nao
ip vung nay”! Chi la 12 cai niém “tu hao” bénh hoan,
vo dao dtic va phi nhan tinh d6 khong biét 6ng ba
Nhu d3 tim dugc ¢ dau trong “nguci Viet Nam”? Hay
14 trong dan toc Viet Nam, vao thoi diém d6 tai mién
Nam, da c6 réi mot thiéu s6 bi “théi hon” dé trd thanh
bénh hoan nhu thé?

Dung 1a phong cach va ngén ngii cia mot tén dao
pht hiéu sat trén phap truong chinh tri, giét nguoi
khong gém tay! V6i ngudi thidn nhung nay da trd
thanh d61 1ap chinh tri ma éng Nhu con céng khai
doi “cit dau, treo ¢6” nhu thé thi “dan chi” ¢ dau,
“tu do” 6 dau trong cai goi 1a nén Dé Nhat Cong hoa
“Nhan vi Duy linh”? Cho nén ta khéng ngac nhién khi
tlit ngodi cao C6 van Chinh tri trong dinh Téng thong
day quyén binh, ké “dao phu chinh tri” d6 da hoéc
cht muu, hoéc ra 1énh, hoéc cho phép, hoac dong y
diéu dong mot bay thi ha mat vu Can Lao 4c 6n nhu
Lé Quang Tung, Duong Van Hiéu, Nguyén Van Y,
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Nguyén Vin Hay, Khuu Vian Hai, Tran Btu Liém,
xem mang ngudi nhu ¢ rac, xay nhiing nha tu biét
giam vo6 luat phap nhu P42, thiét lap danh sach nguoi
Mg sé bi am sat dé ha doa nan nhan, ra lénh cho
Dai 1ty Phi cong Huynh Minh Duong tha bom danh
chim chién ham HQ 401 dang chd ti nhan quan su va
chinh tri trén dudng ra Cén Dao, gai bay thanh vién
Phai doan Diéu tra Lién Hiép Quéc choi gai diém dé
chup hinh lam chantage, va xuéng tay thu tiéu (dao
dam, sting ban, nhét vao bao bé tha troi song...) khong
biét bao nhiéu ngudi yéu nuéc nhu Vit Tam Anh, Ta
Chi Diép, H6 Han Son, Ung Bao Toan, Truong Tt An,
Nguyén Tan Qué...

Nhat bao El Paso Herald Post (El Paso, Texas) ra
ngay 5 thang 10 nam 1963, trang 6, tua dé “Sixth Viet
Nam Buddhist Burns”, c6 doan ding tin vé Dai dy
Phi cong Huynh Minh Puong nhu sau:

“.. Dissatisfaction with the regime of President
Ngo Dinh Diem also appeared to be spreading to the
armed forces. Vietnamese pilot Capt Huynh Minh
Duong landed at Pochentong Airport at Phnom Peng,
Cambodia, today and asked for political asylum
to protest Diem’s policies. Duong was the third
Vietnamese pilot to ask for asylum recently...”

(... Tinh trang bat méan véi ché do ctia Tong théng
Ngb Dinh Diém c6 vé nhu ciing lan tran dén cac luc
lugng quéan doi. Hom nay Pai iy phi cong Huynh Minh
Duong da ha canh xuéng phi truong Pochengtong tai
Phnom Pénh, Cam B6t, va xin ti nan chinh tri dé
phén d61 cac chinh sach cta 6ng Diém. Ong Dudng 14
phi cong Viét Nam thi ba xin ti nan gan day...)
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KL PASO HERALD-POST, Saturday, Octover 5, 1963
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Cén luu ¥ rang cudc phong van véi bao L'Expresso
dudc @é cap trén day da dién ra vao dau thang 10 nam
1963, khi mién Nam khong con phan khéi va an ninh
nhu tif ndm 1955 dén 1959 niia.

BA NAM KHUNG HOANG

¢ That vay, ti dau nidm 1960, ngay 26-1, luc
lugng vii trang cua Cong san da chiém dén Trang Sap
va gy tén that niang né cho Su doan 21. Tét Canh Ti
nim d6, bia bao Ty Do s6 Xuan in hinh biém hoa vé 5
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con chudt gam nhém trai dua hdu mién Nam dé “thd
vat héa” va ché giéu 5 anh em nha Ngd, khién Dinh
Doc Lap ttc dién 1én, cho mat vu dap pha toa soan
va tich thu nhiing s6 bao con lai. Roi ngay 26-4, mot
tap hop 18 vi nhan si tri thic thuoec Khéi Tu Do Tién
B6 (con goi 1a nhém Caravelle), tiéu biéu cho thanh
phan chinh tri vu td clia mién Nam, ra tuyén ngdn
t6 céo chinh quyén doc tai, bat luc va doi cai té chinh
sach. Hé qua cta tuyén ngdén nay la 4 1lanh dao than
tin cuia 6ng Diém & cap Bo trudng ti chiic ra di (LAm
Lé Trinh, Bo trudng Noi Vu, Tran Trung Dung, Phu ta
Bo trudng Quoc Phong, Tran Chanh Thanh, Bo trudng
Théng Tin, va Nguyén Vin Si, Bo trudng Tu Phap).

Hai tuan sau, ngay 11-11, luc lugng Nhay Du
(Nguyén Chanh Thi, Vuong Vién Déng, Hoang Co
Thuy, Phan Quang Dan) t4n céng va bao viy Dinh
Doc lap doi thay d6i 1anh dao.

Vao cudl ndm, ngay 20-12-1960, Mit Tran Dan
Toc Gidi Phéng Mién Nam ra doi tai TAy Ninh, thach
thic tinh chinh danh cta chinh pht Ngé Dinh Diém
trén v dai chinh tri trong va ngoai nuéc.

¢ Niam 1961 1a nim té nhat vé mit chinh tri
nhung lai cuc ky toi té vé tinh hinh an ninh tai nhiéu
tinh. Ngay 28-4, toan dan di bau Téng théng nhiém
ky II v6i két qua ma ai ciing biét trude: Lién danh Ngo
DPinh Diém-Nguyén Ngoc Tho thing 88% s6 phiéu cti
tri (hai lién danh kia chiém 7% va 4%). Khoang gitia
nam, ngay 2-7, Hoi nghi “Dai Doan Két Toan Dan
Chong Cong” do 6ng Nhu thiét k& va chu tri nham
tom thau va khong ché cac sinh hoat chinh tri tai Sai
Gon. Nhung Hoi Nghi da bi tan v3 ngay tit ddu viy @6
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cua d6ng Nhu bi phat hién nén cac dang phai thi ding
ngoai va giéi sinh hoat chinh tri thi khéng hgp tac.

Trong khi d6, Viét cong t4n cong va lam cht nhiéu
quan huyén, tham chi con chiém déng trung tAm tinh
ly Kién Hoa (ngay 1-4). Dac cong Viét cong dat bom
va ném lyu dan ngay tai Sai Gon, kich dong 2.500
ngudi dan biu tinh vao ngay 9 thang 4 dé pha roi
cudc bau cti Téng théng nhiém ky II tai thu d6. Cong
quin khong ché Cong truong Da Nhim nhiéu ngay,
bt va ha sat Quan truéng Pon Duong. Ngay 28-6, ho
danh bai quén d6i tai T6 Hap (Khanh Hoa), va ngay
16-7, Tiéu doan 502 Viét cong danh bai mot Tiéu doan
Du tai Kién Phong. Ngay 18-9, Viét cong dot pha tinh
ly Phuéc Thanh, ha sat Thiéu ta Tinh trudng Nguyén
Minh Man, va ngay 1-10 bat céc rdi ha sat Dai ta
Nguyén Thuy Nam, Trudng Phai doan Viét Nam lién
lac Uy Ban Kiém Soat Dinh chién...

Trude tinh hinh nguy ngap nay, ngay 10-10, 6ng
Diém ky Sic 1énh 209-TTP ban bd “tinh trang khéin
cdp trén toan lanh thé”, yéu cAu Quéc Hai danh cho
Téng théng quyén dude ban nhiing sic luat dic biét
vé an ninh, va ngay 7-12, 6ng Diém gui thu cau ciu
v6i Téng thong Kennedy.

¢ Nim 1962 mé man vao sang 27-2 v6i mot trai
bom tit chiéc khu truc A-1H Skyrider ctia Trung Gy
Nguyén Vian Cti, tha xudng canh trai Dinh Doc Lap,
noi c¢6 phong 6c sinh séng va lam viéc cua gia dinh
ong Nhu. Vu nay do mot s6 thanh vién ctua Viét Nam
Quéc Dan Pang va Viét Qudc to chtic. Phi cong cta
chiéc khu truc thi nhi 1a Trung dy Pham Phud Quéc bi
bit va duge phat hién thudc dong doi danh gia ctia cu
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Pham Phud Thi 6 Quang Nam (ndi 6ng anh trudng cua
Diém la Ngb Dinh Khai tiing 12 mot Tong Déc tham
nhiing), lai cang lam cho anh em nha Ng6 dau nhéi.
D3 thé, tinh hinh chién su thé tham dén néi ngay
31-3 6ng Diém da phai gti thong diép chinh thitic cho
nguyén thu cta 92 qudc gia trén thé giéi yéu cau yém
trg Viet Nam Cong hoa chéng lai cudc xam lang cua
Cong san tit mién Béc. Tinh hinh kinh t& cting ching
sang sua gi. Bernard Nalty (trong Rival Ideologies
in Divided Nations) cho biét: “Kinh t& Viéet Nam déu
phu thudc vao vién trg kinh t&€ va quan su ciia My”,
va diéu tra cua Robert Scigliano (trong Vietnam, A
Country At War) xac nhan: “Viét cong da chiém dugc
80% noéng thon cua Viét Nam Cong hoa.”

Gan cudi ndm, Bac si Pham Huy Co, mdt chinh
khach tén tudi, cong khai da kich chinh sach doc tai
gia dinh tri, da cung mot sd chinh tri gia thanh lap
Hoi dong Cach Mang Quéc gia rdi thuyét phuc Hoa
Ky ngung ung ho 6ng Diém. Ong 1ap luan rang nén
doc tai gia dinh tri ctia ché& do6 Diém chi lam 1gi cho
Cong San Ha No6i va Mat tran Giai phéng. Di nhién,
ong da bi bit giam ngay.

VUA LE CHUA TRINH

Tinh hinh tram trong, dén dap va phiic tap trong
ba nam 1960, 1961 va 1962 nay' da cang ngay cang
boc 16 nhitng khuyét diém vé kha ning lanh dao cla
ong quan Thugng thu Ngé Dinh Diém, nhung cling
dong thoi 1am day 1én nhiing tham vong cia éng siéu
c6 van Ngo6 Dinh Nhu. That vay, tit khi 6ng Diém 1én

' Thong tin ti “Nhtng ngay chua quén” clia Boan Thém.
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lam Téng thong mot nuéec Cong hoa hién dai cho dén
diu thap nién 60, tAm chit va k¥ ning ctiia 6ng Diém
nhu mdt 6ng quan dau tinh triéu Nguyén hinh nhu
van khéng kha hon dudc chit nao. Chinh vi Péng Ly
Vin Phong gan giii ciia 6ng Diém mo ta rang: “Tri néo
ong Diém khong quen 1y hoi su gi tritu tuong va téng
quéat. Ong chi ua viéc cu thé ma 6ng hinh dung duge rd
méi chiu 14 cin thiét, 6ng xét dinh vé ting truong hop
va tiing cong tac d& hon 12 vé toan dién van dé. Ong c6
thé chi lam duge mot tong thanh tra tdn mén, suc sao
nhu vién ky su Bigorne thoi Phap thuoc: Gia 6ng lam
tong thanh tra nhu Bigorne, khéng chiing lam dugc
viéc hon mét Téng théng...”! Cho nén choang ngop
truée nhiéu bién dong phiic tap va dén dap cia 3 nam
qua, “Vua L&” nhu nhudc va bat tai dang tit ti phai
chia sé quyén luc va nuong dua nhiéu hon vao méot
“Chua Trinh” cang lic cang tham quyén. Cac st gia
nghién ctiu vé giai doan 3 ndm dau cua thap nién 60
can chu ¥ dén hién tugng chuyén quyén ly tha nay dé
danh gia cho ding vé hai 6ng Nhu, Diém, xem tdi ai
ning, toi ai nhe. Vi éng Nhu méi chinh 1a kién tric
su va cling 1a nha thiu cé ging chong dé nhung cudi
cung lai pha nat ngdi nha Dé Nhat Cong hoa da toi ta
trong khoang thoi gian day gidng bao nay.

Qua dén nam 1963 thi tinh trang “Vua Lé Chua
Trinh” cang rd nét hon, song song v6i nhiing bién c6
s61 dong trong nam nay:

& Ngay 2-1 dau nam la thét bai thé tham ¢ tran
Ap Béc, tinh Pinh Tudng (trong quéa trinh trién khai

' Poan Thém, Nhiing Ngay Chua Quén, nxb Bai Nam, Sai Gon
1969, trang 200.
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chién lugdc Truc thing van va Thiét xa van do My vién
trg) khién nhiéu giéi chiic trong va ngoai chinh quyén
My dat lai van dé hiéu qua cua cac chuong trinh quan
vién.

¢ Thang 2, nham Tét Quy Mao, 1a lic nhiing
mau thuin quyén luc va quyén l¢i né 16n gitta anh em
nha Ngb Dinh: Hai 6ng Diém-Nhu mdt bén, hai 6ng
Thuc-Can mot bén, véi ba Nhu nhay nhét tung tang
d6 dau vao lta... Thang 5 cho dén thang 8 1a phong
trao d&u tranh doi binh ddng tén gido ctia Phat ti véi
vu nd sing giét ngudi 6 Hué, cudc tu thidu cua Hoa
thugng Thich Quang Dtc ¢ Sai Gon, va cudc tan cong
“Nuée Li” caa Luc lugng Dic biét vao cac chua toan
quéc, bét giam hon 1.400 Tang Ni va Cu si.

€ Ngay 23/8, trong khi sinh vién hoc sinh thay
thé Tang Ni Phat ti (da bi bat giam) xudng dudng
ram ro thi Chanh Vian phong Pha Téng thong Vo
Van Hai va Bo trudng Pha Téng Théng Nguyén Dinh
Thuan doi loai bé 6ng Nhu ra khéi chinh quyén. Mot
loat cac vién chtic cao cdp khac nhu Ngoai trudng Vi
Vian Mau, Pai st Tran Van Chuong ciing ti chiic hoic
bi dudi, nhu Giam déc S& Nghién ctu Chinh tri Bac
si Tran Kim Tuyén, Chu tich Quan uy Pang Can Lao
Trung t4 Nguyén Vian Chau.

Randall B. Woods viét trong tic pham Shadow
Warrior rang: “...Ttt lic d6 trd di, nhiing phan khang
cua Phat ti ting trudéng thanh mot phong trao 16n
manh va c6 géc ré véi su yém tro rong rai trong giéi
sinh vién, tri thiic, vA ngay ca vai ngudi trong cong
dong Cong gido. Biét rang tinh trang bat 6n da lan
tran dén giéi quan su va vai si quan dang lén ké hoach
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dao chanh, 6ng Nhu da ngdm ngam du dinh mot ké
hoach cuc ky ric réi dé nghién nat phong trao Phat
tt, d6 16i cho quan doi va chiém doat quyén kiém soét
chinh pht cta ong Diém. Ong ta da di dén két luan
rdng anh minh [6ng Diém] qua mém yéu nén khéng
cai tri duge niia. Ong Nhu da kéu 4m 16n véi [Trudng]
van phong CIA [tai Sai Gon 1a] John Richardson vao
thang 6 rang: ‘Téi chdng thém coi 6ng [Diém] anh toéi
ra gi nita. Néu mot chinh pht khéng du stic ap dung
luat 1é duge niia, chinh phu d6 s& d6.” Ong Nhu con
néi thém rang ché& do nay ‘quan lai va phong kién’ dén
muc vd phuong ctiu chia.”

[From that point, the Buddhist protests grew
a powerful deeply rooted movement with broad
support among students, intellectuals, and even
some among Catholic community. Aware that unrest
had spread to the military and certain officers were
planning a coup, Nhu hatched a byzantine plan to
crush the Buddhist movement, blame the military
and seize the control of the government from Diem.
He had concluded that his brother become too weak
to rule. “I don‘t give a damn about my brother, ” Nhu
exclaimed to CIA station John Richardson in June, “If
a government is incapable to apply the law, it should
fall. ” The regime, he said, was incurably “mandarin
and feudal”.]'

Vé thai d6 6ng Nhu xem thuong 6ng Diém “khéng
ra gi”, cho dén gan 20 ndm sau, trong mot cuéc phong
vé&n vao nam 1982, khi so sanh tuong quan gitia Téng

' Randall B. Woods, Shadow Warrior, William Egan Colby and
The CIA, nxb Basic Books, New York 2013, trang 219).
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thong Diém va 6ng Nhu, ba Nhu ciing d& x4ac nhan
ring: “Vi 6ng ta biét rat rd ring chong t6i c6 thé cai tri
[d4t nuéc] ma khong can 6ng ta, nhung 6ng ta khong
thé cai tri néu khong c6 chong t6i.” [Because he knew
very well that my husband can do without him but he
could not do without my husband.]’

Cho nén, dé hoan t4t mot trong nhitng mét xich
cta chién luge chéng My - phé Diém ctia minh, ngay
25/8, sau nhiéu van dong ctia Phap va An D¢, 14n dau
tién, trong mét budi tiéc tai B6 Ngoai giao, 6ng Nhu
gap dai dién cta Béc Viét 1a Trudng doan Ba Lan
Mieczyslaw Maneli thudc ICC. Lan gép thid nhi vao
ngay 2/9, Quéc Khanh cia VNDCCH, 6ng Nhu moi
ong Maneli vao Dinh Gia Long... D6 1a chua ké nhiing
trao doi bi mat khac qua hai “dai st dic biét” Pham
Hung va Tran Van Dinh. Nhiing bién c6 don dap,
phtic tap va tram trong do, tich lily tit 3 nam trude va
1én dén cao diém vao cudi mua hé nam 1963, da vugt
khoéi kha néng cai tri va y chi lanh dao ctia con nguoi
tho lai khéan dong 4o dai Ngbé Dinh Diém. Ong chi con
biét quay vé v6i chuyén 6ng gidi nhat va thich nhat:
cau nguyén véi Chida va hit thude 14 lién mién. Va lai,
ong ba Nhu ciing da thay 6ng diéu hanh viéc nuéc tu
lau r6i. Nhiing ngay dau thang 10 nam 1963, khong
can nhiing k& hoach dao chanh gia “Bravol/ Bravo2”
cuc ky ric roi dé cudp quyén 6ng Diém, khong can cho
nhan vién thay chin dung to 16n cua 6ng Diém tai
Toa D6 sanh bing chan dung ctia minh, 6ng Nhu trén
thuc té& ciing da 1a Téng théng Viét Nam Cong hoa réi,
b4t chap Hién Phap. Va ong ta 1a mét Tong thong véi

! Chuong trinh “Vietnam: A Television History”, dai truyén hinh
PBS, phat hinh nam 1983.
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tam dia cua tén “dao phu chinh tri”.
Va tiép theo 14 su chuyén minh cua lich st...

Ong Nguyén Dinh Thuan, Phu ta Bo trudng Quéc
Phong réi Bo trudng Phu Téng Théng cua Pé Nhat
Cong hoa, ngudi ra vao Dinh Gia Long hau nhu hang
ngay, da ké lai rang: “...Vao giai doan d6, Nhu sa vao
vong nghién ngap va diéu d6 da ddy ong ta dén nhiing
trang thai cuc doan... Ngudi ta bat dau th4y nhiing
d4u hiéu dién loan trén mait ong ta, nhin bat dong
nhu ké mong du, v6i mot nu cudi lanh lung ¢6 hitu...”

THE CO Bi OAN NGHIET

Khi cing 6ng Nhu trén khoi Dinh Gia Long ngay
2-11-1963, 6ng Diém nghi riang cung di véi nhau, éng
Nhu sé an toan hon. Ong Diém da nghi ddng mot nia
vi trude d6, ban cting nhu thu, cong tac vién ciing nhu
doi lap, déu chi doi héi 6ng ba Nhu roi khéi nude va
giti 6ng Diém lam Quéc trudéng. Nhung mot niia khac
ma 6ng Diém khong nghi t6i 1a theo da cudc khung
hoang kéo dai tit ndm 1960, chi khong phai ti vu
Phat giao (5/1963), Chta Trinh Ngo Dinh Nhu doc ac
da “ti€ém quyén” Vua Lé Ngo Dinh Diém nhu nhudgc,
thi tinh cdm cta quan dan mién Nam da tré nén cam
thut va uat han 6ng Nhu dén nhu thé nao? Ngay 2-11
nidm dé6 12 ngay ma ca ngudsi song 1an ngudi chét déu
mudn doi lai mén ng mau ctia 7 nam bao tri!

Gii ma tai nha 6ng ba Tau lam kinh tai cho dang
Can Lao tén Ma Tuyén 6 Chg Lén, khi toan bo nhiing

' Theo Rogers Hillman, To Move A Nation, Doubleday Inc. and
Co., New York 1967, trang 480.
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cong cu bao lyc ctiia gia dinh 6ng déu tu té liét hodc
tan ra nhu bot séng, 6ng Diém dé 6ng Nhu “nhay nui”
mot minh, theo dudng giao lién vao mat khu cia Mt
tran Giai phéng Mién Nam réi ra Ha Noi, con éng vé
nha tho cha Tam dé lién lac véi cac Tuéng lanh, thi
6 18 co may dé ca hai 6ng dudc séng sét c6 thé sé 16n
hon.

Nhung lich st khong lam bing nhiing su “gid ma”,
va s0 phan da lam cho “Diém khéng Nhu, Diém héo;
Nhu khéng Diém, Nhu tan”, nén ho da khéng bo duge
nhau. Bo 6c “muu luge ba dao” cua Ngo Dinh Nhu da
khong nghi ra dudge cach giai thé cd bi oan nghiét ciia
chinh anh em minh bay ra. Vi nhan qua l1a quy luat
hang hiiu ctia ki€p nhan sinh, nén chinh anh em dong
ho Ng6 Dinh da tu hai nhau ma khong biét!

Va lich st da sang trang trong tiéng reo miing
thoat nan cta toan dan tha do Sai Gon vao buéi trua
ngay 2-11-1963.
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MY DA THAY MAT NAM VIET NAM
TU CUOI NAM 1961: LOI LON LA DO
CHE PO ONG DIEM!

Cu Si Nguyén Giac dich

LOI NGUOI DICH

Mot s6 ngudi Viét trong cong déng hai ngoai da
néu Iy luan rang: Téng thong Hoa Ky John F. Kennedy
trong nam 1963 da yéu cau dua quan My vao Viét
Nam nhung bi Téng Thong Diém phan déi, nén Hoa
Ky méi thuc ddy cac cudc biéu tinh cua Phat gido dé
lat d6 ong Diém hau dé dua quan d6i M§ vao mién
Nam Viét Nam. Tt d6, dé “rita t6i” cho 6ng Diém, ho
tiép tuc phéng to thanh kich ban “6ng Diém bao vé
quyén tu quyét” nén bi My xui giuc cac tuéng lanh
dao chanh!

Ly luan trén hoan toan khong ding. Cac hd so
giai mat gan day cho biét Téng thong Kennedy da
thay thua tu cudi 1961, nén thu xép ti mua xuin
1962 dé giam mitic tham gia quin su cia Hoa Ky tai
Viét Nam trd vé chi tuong duong véi dau nam 1961.
Va vao ngay 11-10-1963, Téng théng Kennedy da ra
mot 1énh bi mat 1ap k& hoach riat 1.000 ¢6 van (trén
téng s6 gAn 17.000) tit Viet Nam vé M§ vao cudi ndm
1963. H6 so mat nay c6 ky hiéu NSAM 263. Nhu vay,
Téng thong Kennedy khéng nhiing da khéng muén

' Dich tr B&n Ghi nh NSAM 263 clia Hoi Bong An Ninh Quéc
Gia vé quyét dinh rat 1.000 quan My vao cudi nim 1963.
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dem quan vao Viét Nam, ma ngugc lai con quyét dinh
bat dau rit quan khéi mién Nam.

Ngoai ra, Phat giao da khong tham du gi v6i cac
dién bién chinh tri quan su quan trong trong quan
hé My-Viét d6, vi tran tong tadn cong cac chua do 6ng
Nhu thuc hién dém 20 rang ngay 21-8-1963 da bat
giam hau hét cac vi su lanh dao Phat gio.

Sau day 1a ban Viét dich Viét dich hé s NSAM
263 va 5 trang trong cudn bién khao “Death of A
Generation” cua Gido su Howard Jones, NXB Oxford
University Press, 2003. Cuén bién khio nay dudc
viét trong 15 nam, duyét va gép ¥ bdi nhiéu hoc gia,
chon loc thong tin tit nhiéu hod so giai mat va cac cudc
phong van riéng, cung véi cic ban khai c6 tuyén thé
chua dugc phd bién tit ba thu vién Téng Théng va
Trung Tam Vin Khé Quéc Gia.

Sach viét cong phu va cén trong vi tham khao
nhiéu ngudn. Thi du, doc gia c6 thé xem cudi ban dich
nay, trong chu thich s6 9, khi néi vé chién lugc Rostow
trinh 1én Téng thong Kennedy, da dan dén 7 nguén
khéac nhau. T4t ca cac chua thich chi mang noi dung
tham chiéu sé khong dich ra Viét ngiti va dugc dua vé
cudi ban dich, vi chi danh riéng cho ngudsi nghién ctiu
dé dé dang tim ra tai liéu géc bing Anh ngi.

Qua cac tai liéu va phan tich trong 5 trang nay, ta
P R A P LN
c6 thé nhan ra cac su kién sau:

- Nam 1960, John F. Kennedy nham chtic Tong
Théng My. Thang 4 nam 1961, 6ng chap thuan
dua du kich quan nguci Cuba (L@t Poan 2506,
do CIA huén luyén) vao Vinh Con Heo dé lat
d6 Fidel Castro nhung hoan toan th&t bai. Sau
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tham bai nay, Téng thong Kennedy khéng hoan
toan tin vao ciac nhan dinh cua cac tuéng Hoa
Ky va CIA niia.

- Nam 1962, Téng thong Kenney bt dau sip xép
dé rat b6t quan My tai Viét Nam (xem trang 8).
Kennedy tin riang cai cach chinh tri 6 Viét Nam
quan trong hon la chién thing 6 chién trudng.
Nhung Viét Nam t4t phai thua vi chinh sach
cta Téng théng Ngo Pinh Diém lam mé&t long
dan (xem chi thich 16).

- Ban van NSAM 263 dé ngay 11-10-1963, do C6
van An ninh Quéc gia (NSC) McGeorge Bundy
chi thi sé rat quan My ké tit thang 12-1963.

- Téng théng Kennedy tng hd cude dao chanh cua
cac tuéng lanh VNCH nhung muén dua 6ng
Diém ra luu vong.

- Dong ho Ngé Dinh Diém kiéu ky va khé chiu dén
ndi Toa Pai St My chi thi cho tat ca nhan vién
st quan khong dudc uéng bat ci thi gi trong 3
gi6 dong ho trude khi vao Dinh Téng Thong, dé
khoi phai dung nha vé sinh (xem trang 9).

- Thét bai trong cudc chién Viét Nam 1a do Téng
Théng Diém va gia toc ho Ngo (xem trang 9).

- Kennedy da thay My va chinh phu 6ng Diém tat
phai thua cudc chién chéng Cong ti cudi ndm
1961 (xem trang 11).

- Kennedy sip xép viéc rit quan bing cach du
tinh gd chiic Ngoai Trudng cta Rusk (xem
trang 11) va git thé dién cho Pang Dan Chu
khi thua cudc d Nam Viét Nam bang cach dua
Lodge (nguoi cua dang Cong Hoa) vao chtc Dai
St My 6 VN (xem trang 12).
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

POP-6RGRWN - EYES ONLY October 11, 1963

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO, 263

TO: Seccretary of State
Secretary of Defense
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staif

SUBJECT: South Vietnam

At a meeting on October 5, 1963, the President considexed the
recommendations contained in the report of Secretary McNamara
and General Taylor on their mission to South Vietnam.

The President approved the military recommendations contained
in Section I B {1-3) of the report, but directed that no formal
announcement be made of the implementation of plans to with-
draw 1,000 U.S. miltitary personncl by the end of 1963.

After discussion of the remaining recommendations of the report,
the President approved an instruction to Ambassador Lodge which
is set forth in State Department telegram No. 534 to Saigon.

M t('w\(- f 0“-(
McGeorge Bundy

Copy furnished:
Director of Central Intelligence
Administrator, Agency for International Deyeclopment

ce:
Mr. Bundy '/
Mr. Forrestal
Mr. Johnson
Y NSC Files
DECLASATIED
00 NEs?. SEC 3T, AL I AT
S puor o Ptiger Prpar> -
i sy M2 NASKS, mm:]PS_[_’]J

-

PHONG ANH HO SO NSAM 263
(NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDOM)
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TOA BACH OC
Washington
(Té1 mat - Danh riéng cho nguoi cé trach nhiém)
Ngay 11 thang 10 1963

BAN GHI NHO HANH PONG
AN NINH QUOC GIA SO 263

GUI TOI:

Bo Trudéng Ngoai Giao, B6 Trudéng Quéc Phong,
Tham Muu Trudng Lién Quan

CHU PE: Nam Viét Nam

Trong buéi hop ngay 5-10-1963, Téng Thong
[Kennedy] da xem xét cac khuyén nghi trong ban Phiic
trinh cua B6 Trudng McNamara va Tuéng Taylor qua
chuyén di khao sat cia ho 6 Nam Viét Nam.

Téng Thong chdp thuan khuyén nghi quin su
trong Phan I B (1-3) ctia ban Phic trinh, nhung ra
lénh khong dua ra loan bao chinh thiic ndo vé viéc
thuc hién ké& hoach riat 1.000 quan nhan My vé vao
cudi nam 1963.

Sau khi thao luan vé cac khuyén nghi con lai
trong ban Phuc trinh, Téng thong chap thuan ban chi
thi cho Dai st Lodge nhu da ghi trong Dién vén s
534 do B Ngoai Giao My gtii di.”

Ky tén
McGeorge Bundy?

' Pién van 534 dé ngay 5 thang 10 nim 1963.
2 C6 van An ninh Quéc gia
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Phé ban gtii dé thuc hién:
Giam dé6c S6 Tinh Bao Trung Uong CIA
Giam d6c Sé Phat Trién Quéc TE AID
Phé ban gui dé biét:
Ong Bundy, Ong Forrestal, Ong Johnson,
Hé so luu Hoi dong An ninh Quéc gia NSC.

Té1 mat, chi danh riéng cho nguoi c6 trach nhiém.
Dugc giai mat ngay 15 thang 7 ndm 1977, ban sao cua
Uy ban An hanh Ho6 so Ngii Giac Dai.
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CAI CHET cUA MOT THE HE
(Trich dich tir trang 8 dén trang 12)

[Trang 8] ... Cht nghia Cong san vo 18y cac quoc
gia dang phat trién bang cach tra tron, néi loan, va
md ra cudc chién du kich. Dé d6i pho “cian bénh” nay,
Rostow' dua ra chién lugc phan kich da tang, tap
trung vao viéc tang tinh di déng nhanh hon dé danh
cac tran han ché, va mot chuong trinh kinh té& dugc
thiét k& dé ngan can phién quin Cong san thong qua
cac chuong trinh xiy dung dat nudc. Phuong phap
rong 16n &y doi cac bién phép ca quén su va dan su dé
cung cap cho s6 lugng nhiéu néng dan tai Lao va Viét
Nam “mét ché diing trong hé théng, mét cam thiic vé
vai tro cta ho trong dé, va mot quyét tdm dé hé thong
nay tén tai”. Mot phuong phap linh dong va tu ché
nhu thé c6 thé hoan t4t 161 hiia néu 1én trong bai dién
van ding quang cta Téng Thong Kennedy dé gidp
“nhiing nguoi séng trong cac tip léu va ciac ngoi lang
cua moét nia dia ciu dang gian nan trong viéc pha vd
céc tai 4ch ngheéo khé tap thé.” Chi khi lam duge nhu
thé, Hoa Ky méi tranh dugc viéc tham chién truc tiép.

Nhung su lac quan trong gidy phut dang quang
da nhat dan di. Vao thoi diém Téng Thong Kennedy
bi Am sat, ong da sdp hoan t&t mot tién trinh dé rut
hau hét linh My ra khdi Viét Nam theo ké hoach c6
tén “Ké& Hoach Toan Dién cho Nam Viét Nam”. Qua
that, 1.000 quan nhan My ddu tién sé khdi su theo
lich trinh rit khéi VN vao dau thang 12-1963. Nén
biét rang, cach tiép can cua TT Kennedy d6i v6i Nam
VN da dan dén viéc dua gin 17.000 linh My vao Nam

i Phu ta C& van An ninh Qudc gia clia Tong thong Kennedly.
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DEATH OF A GENERATION
(Page 8 - 12)

[Page 8]... ... Communism preyed on underdeveloped
countries by infiltration, subversion, and guerrilla
warfare. To counter this “disease,” Rostow advocated
a multilayered response that focused on developing
a greater mobility for fighting limited battles and an
economic program designed to deter Communist
insurgencies through nation-building programs. Such
a broad approach called for both military and civil
measures to provide the vast number of peasants in
Laos and Vietnam with “a stake in the system, a sense
of identification with it, and a commitment to its survival.”
Such a flexible and restrained approach could fulfill the
promise highlighted in President Kennedy’s inaugural
address to help “those people in the huts and villages
of half the globe struggling to break the bonds of mass
misery.” Only in this fashion could the United States
avoid direct combat involvement.’

But the optimism of this inaugural moment eventually
faded. By the time of the president’s assassination, he
had come close to finalizing a pro-cess for withdrawing
most of America’s soldiers in accordance with the
“Comprehensive Plan for South Vietnam.” Indeed, the
first thousand troops would begin their scheduled pull-
out in early December.’® To be sure, Kennedy'’s initial
approach to South Vietham had led to the assignment
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VN, nhung khéng quan nhin nao dudc quyén téc
chién tru phi bi t4n céng. Muc tiéu chinh thiic ctia ho
van 14 ¢6 van, hé trg, va hién dién biéu tugng, ngay ca
khi su ¢c6 mat nhu thé ctia ho da dan t61 mot s6 linh
My roi vao truong hop tac chién, cho du 1a véi tu cach
¢6 van quan su, chuyén gia vé t6 chiic, phi céng, hay
chi don gian 1a nhan vién trong cin ct. Toa Bach Oc
da c6 gng che gidu cudc chién bi mat tai VN nham
ngan can bat on trong nodi bé Hoa Ky va dé duy tri cac
gidi han trong cudc chién thuc sy gitia nhiing nguoi
Cong san va Thé Giéi Tu Do. Néu Quan luc VNCH
d4y lui duge Viét cong, va néu Kennedy théng ct 1an
niia vao nam 1964, 6ng du dinh sé tiép tuc chuong
trinh rat quan My vé theo ting giai doan, nham dua
hau hét linh M§ trd vé trong nam 1965. Nhiing linh
M3 con lai du kién sé chi con 1.500 ngudi, gom toan la
c6 van va nhu thé sé rat gan véi con s6 4n dinh trong
Hiép Dinh Geneva.

Nhung khi tinh hinh Nam VN qua x4u di vao mua
thu 1961, Téng thong Kennedy tin rang, it nhat la
trong mot thoi gian 6ng cAn phai nhan manh gidi phap
quan su c6 sdn trong 1y thuyét chong néi loan. Ong c6
gang duy tri ranh gidi mong manh gitia cac nhiém vu
hd trg va tac chién truc dién véi Viét cong. Nhung ranh
giéi nay mo dan di khi quan nhan My tai Nam VN ting
thém s6 lugng va gip nguy hiém hing ngay. Lam sao
mot chi huy quin su My c6 thé kém ché linh ciia minh
khi bi tdn céng? Cé thé nao viée tu vé lai khéng dan
dén mét cude t&n cong dé roi My hoa cudc chién tranh
nay? Cho dén mua xuin 1962, Téng Théng Kennedy
da tim cach gidm mic tham du quan su cua My trd vé
ngang mtc cua dau ndm 1961. N& luc riat quan My vé
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of nearly 17,000 U.S. troops, but none had the authority
to engage in combat unless under attack. Their official
purpose remained advisory, supportive, and symbolic,
even though their very presence drew more than a
few of them into combat, whether as military advisers,
logistics specialists, airplane pilots, or simply ground
personnel. The White House tried to conceal this secret
war in Vietnam in an effort to avert domestic unrest
and to maintain limitations on the real war between the
Communists and the Free World. If the ARVN pushed
back the Vietcong, and if Kennedy won reelection in
1964, he intended to continue the phased withdrawal
program aimed at having the great bulk of U.S. soldiers
home in 1965. Those remaining behind would total
1,500, all advisers and considerably closer in number to
the strictures of the Geneva Accords.

But as the situation in South Vietham dramatically
worsened during the fall of 1961, President Kennedy
became convinced that, at least for a time, he must
emphasize the military correctives contained in
counterinsurgency doctrine. The president tried to
maintain the thin line between support duties and
direct combat with the Vietcong. Yet that line blurred as
uniformed Americans in South Vietham grew in number
and were put at risk on a daily basis. How could a U.S.
military commander restrain his men under attack?
Could not self-defense graduate into an offensive
that Americanized the war? By the spring of 1962,
the president sought to pare back the U.S. military
involvement to the level of early 1961. This withdrawal
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nhu thé da khung lai tir sau nhiing cudc biéu tinh cta
Phat tt vao thang 5-1963, va roi ngung han sau khi
TT Kennedy bi am sat 6 thang sau d6.

[Trang 9] Phéan 16n that bai tai Viét Nam c6 thé
quy 16i cho Téng thong Diém va gia dinh 6ng ta. La
mot gido dan Thién Chua Gido La Ma trong mot dat
nudc da s6 1a Phat ti, 6ng Diém khé ma bién ho truée
cac céo budc vé viéc truy bic ton gido. V6i kiéu cach
lanh lung, kiéu ky va thién vi, Diém khong bao gic
16 ra bat ky khuynh huéng nao cho dan chu, va chi
mudn giti quyén luc trong tay riéng éng va gia dinh
ong. Thuc su, 6ng Diém thudc loai qua khé déi thoai,
dén ndi dé tranh viéc phai st dung nha vé sinh, Toa
Dai Stt My da chi thi cac vién chiic khong dudc uéng
nuéc trong 3 gid déng hé trude khi gip dng Diém.
Niém tin ctia 6ng Diém vao “cht nghia nhan vi” phan
anh cai nén tang quy phai, quan liéu ctia éng va su
nghi ngd siu xa d61 v6i nhiing ngudi ngoai gia toc nha
Ngb - ké ca ngusi My. Ching phai 1a ngudi trong gia
dinh 6ng van giti 1ong trung thanh khi cac si quan
b4t méan t6 chic dao chanh hut cuéi nam 1960 d6 sao?
Ching phai 1a d& qua rd (it nhat 14 véi 6ng Diém)
viéc Toa Dai St My va CIA trudec d6 da chap nhan
[viéc ddo chanh] mién diing sat hai éng Diém? Do vay,
ong Diém (mot nguoi khong lap gia dinh) chi tim 161
khuyén duy nh4t tit ngusi em 1a Ngé Dinh Nhu, cling
lanh lung xa cach va vé cam nhu 6ng, von khong giti
chiic vu hanh phap nao trong chinh phu, va c6 em dau
12 ba Ngo6 Dinh Nhu, nguosi da trd thanh “Dé Nhat
Phu Nhan” caa 6ng Diém. Ba Nhu 12 ngusi nhanh
nhau chi trich cay doc cac nd luc cai cach cua My tai
Nam Viét Nam (dugc bao chi biém hoa 1a “Ba Rong”
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effort stalled in the wake of the Buddhist uprising of May
1963 and ultimately came to a halt in the aftermath of
Kennedy’s own death some six months later.

[Page 9] Much of the failure in Vietham was attributable
to President Diem and his family. A Catholic in an
overwhelmingly Buddhist country, Diem found it difficult
to refute charges of religious persecution. Cold, aloof,
and nepotistic, he never revealed any propensity for
democracy and preferred to keep power in the hands
of himself and his family. Indeed, he was so averse to
carrying on a dialogue that, to avoid having to use the
toilet, the U.S. embassy had instructed its officials not
to drink any liquids for three hours before calling on
the premier. Diem’s belief in “personalism” reflected his
elitist, mandarin background and his profound distrust
of people outside the Ngo family—including Americans.
Had not his family remained loyal in late 1960, when
disgruntled military officials launched their narrowly
abortive coup attempt? Was it not certain (at least to
him) that the U.S. embassy and the CIA had accepted
if not promoted his demise? Consequently, Diem (who
was not married) sought advice almost exclusively from
his equally distant and seemingly emotionless brother,
Ngo Dinh Nhu, who held no executive position in the
government, and his sister-in-law, Madame Nhu, who
had become Diem’s “First Lady.” A vivacious and acid-
tongued critic of U.S. reform efforts in South Vietham
(caricatured by news correspondents as the “Dragon
Lady” after the comic book character), Madame Nhu was
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dua theo nhan vat truyén tranh). Ba Nhu trudc day
1a Phat ti, cai dao sang Thién Chua gido La M3, va
ua chuéng mét xa hoi khép kin dya vao tiéu chudn
dao dtic nghiém khéc cia riéng ba 4n dinh. Ba Nhu
tirng nhan xét: “Khong chi ¢6 anh sang mat troi [khi
mé ctial, ma cd nhiéu tht té hai ciing bay vao.” Khi
Kennedy 1én 1am Téng Théong, Diém truée d6 da trai
qua nhiéu cudc khiing hoang tit khi nim quyén lanh
dao Nam VN nam 1954, khi Hoa Ky d6 dau ché do
cua Diém véi vién trg kinh té& va quan su 16n lao, viia
sau khi quan Phap tham bai & tran Dién Bién Phu.

Trong mot dong thai sai muc tiéu bi tham, chinh
pht Kennedy vao ndm 1963 da hé trg cudc ddo chanh
cua cac tuéng lanh chong 6ng Diém, nghi ring thay
d6i chinh pht sé cai tién nd luc chién tranh va ti dé
sé don duong dé My rut khéi Vit Nam. Khi cac tuéng
lanh Quan luc VNCH stia soan dao chanh dau thang
11-1963, ho biét rat rd 1la dugec Hoa Ky tan thanh,
du khéng c6 hgp tac va tham du truc tiép. Du vay,
Toa Bach Oc vAn mang trach nhiém 16n. Téng Thong
Kennedy da trd thanh déng 16a trong cudc dao chanh
bang cach t6 dau hiéu cho cac tuéng lanh nay thay
ring 6ng Diém sé khong duge My gidp d6. Nhiing
tiép can trude do ti cac tudng 1anh VNCH véi Hoa Ky
xuyén qua CIA da khéong dude bdo dam nhu thé, lam
cho ho khung lai k& hoach hoi thang 8-1963. Nhung
roi cac thong tin 16 ra cho thdy Nhu da bi mat lién lac
v6i Bdc VN vé viéc két thic chién tranh ma khéng
tham khao cac quéc gia siéu cuong nao hét. S6 ménh
cic tuéng lanh sé ra sao, khi ho da 16 lidu bat man véi
nha Ngb nhu thé? Ban tay tan bao cia 6ng Diém khi
dan ap Phat ti cuéi cung két hop véi tinh hinh quan
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a former Buddhist who had converted to Catholicism and
preferred a closed society based on puritanical moral
standards that she alone defined. “Not only sunlight,”
she pointedly observed, “but many bad things fly in.”"
By the time Kennedy became president, Diem had
survived numerous palace crises since entering office
in 1954, when the United States underwrote his regime
with large-scale mili-tary and economic assistance
shortly after France’s defeat at the legendary battle of
Dienbienphu.

In a tragically misguided move, the Kennedy
administration in 1963 promoted the generals’ coup
against Diem, thinking that a change of government
would improve the war effort and thereby facilitate
the U.S. withdrawal from Vietham. When the ARVN
generals staged their coup in early November, they
did so with full knowledge of American approval, albeit
without direct collaboration and participation. The White
House nonetheless bore heavy responsibility. The
president had become an accomplice in the coup by
signaling the conspirators that Diem would receive no
U.S. assistance. Earlier overtures by the generals to
the United States through the CIA had brought no such
assurance, making them pause the previous August.
But stories had spread that Nhu had privately contacted
North Vietnam about ending the war without consulting
outside powers. What would be the generals’ fate, given
their known dissatisfaction with the Saigon regime?
Diem’s crude handling of the Buddhist crisis finally
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doi VNCH dao dong trong nd luc chién tranh [chong
Cong], cung véi viéc chinh phti Kennedy cong khai chi
trich ché& d6 Sai Gon va cac tin don lién tuc [Trang 10]
vé nhiing cudc thuong thuyét bi mat ciia Nhu véi Ha
No6i da thuc ddy cic tudéng lanh phai dao chanh, va da
dAn t6i ci chét ctia ca hai 6ng Diém, Nhu.

Nhiing 1€ hoi tung biing dén miing cac tuéng lanh
6 Sai Gon khi dan ching bay té long biét on va ca ngoi
ho lat d6 dugec nha Ngo dang ghét. Su 6n dinh noi bd
duong nhu da trd lai véi Nam VN. Cudc dan quan dao
chanh cua céac tuéng lanh da cho thay hiéu qua, cho
thay niém tin rong rai rang ho sé dé dang danh bai
Viét cong. Nhung niém vui nay chi kéo dai khoanh
khic. Quyét dinh cta cac tuéng lanh trong viéc giét
Diém va Nhu da lam chinh néi b ho chia ré sau xa,
roi dan dén su hdn loan cay ding & Sai Gon. Va rdi
ba tuén 1& sau d6, chinh Téng thong Kennedy ciing
bi giét, va chét theo 6ng 1a K& Hoach Toan Dién cho
Nam VN.

Céc vién chic than can ctia Téng thong Kennedy
x4c nhan y dinh cia 6ng mudén giam su tham du ctua
My tai VN. John Kenneth Galbraith, Dai st My tai
An Do, 1a ban lau nam va 1a ngudi than tin cia Tong
thong Kennedy, néi rang Kennedy da quyét dinh
dua luc lugng quén su dic biét cua My ra khoi VN.
Hilsman' va McNamara® cing néi thé, va diéu dé
cang lam tang mic bi kich cho vu am sat Kennedy.

Dic biét dang chi ¥ 1a khdng dinh ctia Galbraith
rang, dé xdc tién viée rdt quan My ra khéi VN,

i Tha Trudng Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky dac trach Vién Bong Vu.
i Bo Trudng Quoc Phong Hoa Ky.
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combined with the ARVN’s bumbling war effort, the
Kennedy administration’s open criticisms of the Saigon
regime, and the persistent rumors [Page 10] of Nhu’s
secret negotiations with Hanoi to drive the generals into
a coup that culminated in the deaths of both Diem and
Nhu.

Wild celebrations engulfed the generals in Saigon as
a grateful populace praised them for sweeping out the
hated Ngo family. Domestic stability had seemingly
returned to South Vietnam. The efficiency with which
the generals dispatched the regime left the popular
perception that they would easily defeat the Vietcong.
But this euphoria lasted only momentarily. The generals’
decision to kill Diem and Nhu opened a visceral division
among them and led to bitter turmoil in Saigon. Then, in
three weeks, President Kennedy himself lay dead—and
with him the Comprehensive Plan for South Vietnam.

President Kennedy’s close associates have confirmed
his intention to reduce the American involvement in
Vietnam. John Kenneth Galbraith, the U.S. ambassador
to India and long-time friend and confidant of the
president, stated that Kennedy had decided to disengage
America’s special military forces from Vietnam. Hilsman
and McNamara agreed, magnifying even more the
tragedy of Kennedy’s assassination.'?

Particularly striking was Galbraith’s assertion that, to
promote a withdrawal, President Kennedy had planned

459



HO SO MAT 1963 - Tif cac nguon tai liéu cia chinh pha My

Kennedy da 1én ké& hoach dua McNamara thay Rusk
trong chiic vu Ngoai Trudng M§, sau cudc bau ct
Téng Thong My vao nam 1964. Galbraith tin rang
Kennedy c6 y dinh “Viét Nam héa” cudc chién sau khi
tai dic ctt nhu du kién cta ong - dé giam su tham du
ctia My tré vé mic c6 van nhu théi 6ng méi vao Toa
Bach Oc. Tré ngai 16n nhat cia Tong thong Kennedy
l1a gi6i quan su. Kennedy bi ‘phéng’ vi cac vién chiic
Bo Quéc Phong (va CIA) trong tham bai 6 Vinh Con
Heo va sau d6 da ngan ngai khong tin vao ho niia.
DPén cudinam 1962, Tong thong Kennedy da tim kiém
mot phuong cach dé duy tri duge su kiém soat quan
su trong khi gidm dan vién trg quan su dic biét cua
My tai Viet Nam. Mot trong cac phuong thiic dé lam
duge diéu d6, theo 16i Galbraith, 1a thay d6i lanh dao
6 Bo Ngoai Giao My. Kennedy da xem Rusk nhu la
“mot chién si lanh lung, quyét tAm va nghiéng hin
vé mot gidi phap quan su, hay néi chinh xac hon la
khong c6 giai phap nao ca, nhu khi 6 Viét Nam.” Thuc
su, quan diém cta Rusk vé sy xdm 14n ctia Cong san
xudt phat tit kinh nghiém ctia TAy Phuong 6 Munich
vao nam 1938. Rusk viét trong hdi ky: “Khi ta nhin
lai cac su kién budn trong thap nién 1930’s tai Chau
Au, t6i nghi ring Hoa Ky va cac nudc dan chu Tay
Phuong, v6i cht nghia cht hoa va chu nghia tu ¢6 1ap
cua ching ta, va véi su lanh nhat dé1 véi sy xam lan
[ciia Cong san], déu 1a c6 toi ‘dit cuép vao nha’.” Do
du duy nh4t cta Kennedy vé viéc chuyén McNamara
[sang thay Rusk] 12 khi B6 Qudéc Phong khong cé
McNamara, giéi quan su c6 thé sé léo 1ai cudc chién.
Galbraith néi rang, Kennedy xem McNamara la ngusi
duy nhat c6 kha ning léo 1ai B6 Tham Muu Trudng
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to replace Rusk with McNamara as secretary of state
after the presidential election of 1964. Galbraith is
convinced that Kennedy intended to “Vietnamize” the
war after his expected reelection—to reduce the U.S.
commitment to the advisory level it occupied when
he first took office. The president’s greatest obstacle
was the military. He had been burned by Pentagon
officials (and the CIA) during the Bay of Pigs fiasco
and hesitated to trust them afterward. By late 1962, the
president searched for a way to maintain control over
the military while phasing out the nation’s special military
aid to Vietnam. One means for doing so, according to
Galbraith, was to change the leadership in the state
department. Kennedy had come to regard Rusk “as
a committed cold warrior and given, as in Vietnam, to
a military solution or, more precisely, non-solution.”
Indeed, Rusk’s perspective on Communist aggression
derived from the West's experiences at Munich in
1938. “When one views the sad events of the 1930’s in
Europe,” he wrote in his memoirs, I think that the United
States and Western democracies, with our pacifism,
isolationism, and indifference to aggression, were guilty
of ‘tempting thieves.”” The president’s only hesitation
about the McNamara shift was that without him heading
the defense department, the military might take charge
of the war. Kennedy, Galbraith declared, considered
McNamara the only person capable of standing up to
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Pentagon.®
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Hoa Ky va Nga Giac Dai.

Céac nhan dinh d6 cia Galbraith c6 gia tri. Hilsman
ciing thé, néi rang Kennedy “rd rang sap rat khoi Viét
Nam”, va rang Kennedy du dinh binh thudng héa
quan hé v6i Nam Viét Nam. Hilsman néi, m6t phuong
cach dé lam diéu d6 1a phai [Trang 11] loai Rusk [ra
khoi chiic Ngoai Trudng]. Mic dit Rostow da ra khoi
Tda Bach Oc vao cudi ndm 1961, ong ciing da biét vé
mot ké& hoach riut quan sau dé. Thuc sy, McNamara
trude d6 da tin rang d&n mua thu nam 1963, My sé rit
vé nhiéu ngan “c6 van”. Qua that, theo 16i Galbraith,
su that quan trong khong néi ra trong noi bd chinh
pht Kennedy 14 Hoa Ky khong thé thing trong cude
chién [chong Cong] va nén thu héi toan bo cac trg gitp
déc biét da dua vao Viét Nam ké tit thang 1-1961. Khi
duge héi vé 16i khing dinh cta Galbraith ring Téng
thong Kennedy da quyét dinh thay Ngoai trudng,
cuu Bo trudng Quoc Phong [McNamara] tra 16i rang
Téng théng khong yéu ciu éng diéu d6 nhung “Robert
Kennedy thi ¢6.™

Tiét 16 ciia Galbraith da dua McNamara vao sau
thém vao béng md cua Viét Nam. Mic du Bo Trudng
Quéc Phong McNamara da kéu goi rat quan My vé
trong ndm 1963, 6ng khéng néu y kién dé khi Téng
Thong Johnson leo thang cudc chién sau d6 vao cudi
nam d6. McNamara giai thich véi toi rang vi Viét cong
tang toc hoat dong va vi chi c¢6 hanh dong quan su méi
¢6 thé giai quyét tinh hinh nguy c4p d6. Tuy nhién,

Robert Kennedy la em rudt ctia Téng Thong Kennedy, gil chic
Bo Trudng Tu Phap My tr 1961-1964, dong thai la C6 van Bach
Oc cho TT Kennedy tif 1961-1963.
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Galbraith’s claim has merit. Hilsman likewise insists
that Kennedy “was clearly going to pull out” and that
he intended to normalize relations with South Vietnam.
One means for doing this, Hilsman declared, was to
[Page 11] remove Rusk. Although Rostow had left the
White House in late 1961, he was aware of a withdrawal
plan sometime afterward. McNamara had indeed
become convinced by the fall of 1963 that the United
States should withdraw its thousands of “advisers.”
Indeed, according to Galbraith, the great unspoken truth
within the administration’s innermost circle was that the
United States could not win the war and should recall
all special assistance put in place since January 1961.
When asked about Galbraith’s claim that the president
had decided to change secretaries of state, the former
defense secretary responded that the president had not
asked him to make the switch but that “Robert Kennedy
did.”4

Galbraith’s assertion places McNamara even more
under the shadow of Vietnam. Although the defense
secretary called for withdrawal in 1963, he expressed
no such idea when President Johnson escalated the
war later that year. McNamara explained to me that the
Vietcong'’s activities had heated up and that only military
action could resolve the dire situation. Hilsman insists,
however, that McNamara was “inconsistent” and “mixed
up” and never intended to pull out.
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Hilsman néi rang McNamara mang tdm thtc “bat
dinh” va “lan 16n” va khéng bao gi6 c6 ¥ dinh rit lui.

Vao thang 12-1963, Téng théng Johnson thuc
hién ding nhiing gi ma ngudi tién nhiém da hét stc
khéo 1éo tranh né: Ong gdn b6 sat hon véi quan diém
cta Bo Téng Tham Muu Quan Luc My vé van dé Viét
Nam. Khi con 1a Phé Téng Théng, Johnson khoéng c6
mit trong cac budi hop bi mat ctia Toa Bach Oc vé
dién tién cudc dao chanh 6 Nam Viét Nam, va khi biét
vé lién hé bi mat ctia chinh phti Kennedy, Johnson da
manh mé 1én an quyét dinh d6. Khi 1én gitt chic Tong
Thong, Johnson muén gidi quyét xong khé khan ctaa
cudc chién tranh [Viét Nam] dé ranh tay thuc hién
chuong trinh cai cach cua 6ng trong nuée My.

Su that hién nhién 14 cac st gia luén ngan ngai
trong viéc suy doan vé nhiing gi c¢6 thé xay ra tai Viét
Nam néu Téng thong Kennedy con séng. Va roi dat
cau hoi tai sao phai khao sat van dé nay? Nhiing
ngudi hoai nghi cho ring vi Kennedy da chét ¢ Dallas
nén that vo nghia khi tranh luan vé viéc Kennedy c6
thé c6 chinh sach gi khac tai Viet Nam dé ¢6 thé tranh
dudgc cai chét cho nhiéu triéu nguoi.

Tuy nhién, viéc khao sat nhiing chinh sach cua
Téng thong Kennedy vé Viét Nam, trong nd luc x4c dinh
viéc mot moé hinh rat quan My c6 dang dudc phac thao
hay khong, khong phai 1a suy doan. La ngudi giti vai tro
chinh yéu trong kich ban nay, Kennedy bién luan ring
viéc chién thing (hay thét bai) trong cudc chién nay la
viéc clia riéng ngudi dan Nam Viét Nam. Ong da nhiéu
lan lap lai dinh nghia vé thanh céng [6 Viét Nam] 1a
giam dugc su quay réi cua Viét cong dén miic dd chinh
pht Sai Gon c6 thé tu kiém soat duge an ninh.
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In December 1963, Johnson did what his predecessor
had so skillfully avoided: He adhered more closely to
the views of the Joint Chiefs of Staff regarding Vietham.
While vice president, Johnson had not been privy to the
secret White House proceedings relating to the coup
and, when learning of the Kennedy administration’s
clandestine involvement, strongly denounced that
decision. As president, Johnson wanted to get the
nettlesome war out of the way so that he could implement
his domestic reform program.

For good reason, historians are reluctant to speculate
on what might have happened in Vietnam had President
Kennedy lived. Then why examine this issue? Kennedy
died in Dallas, cynics declare, rendering it meaningless
to debate whether he might have adopted an alternative
policy in Vietnam that could have averted the deaths of
millions.

It is not speculation, however, to examine President
Kennedy’s policies toward Vietham in an effort to
discern whether or not a pattern of withdrawal was in the
making. As the pivotal figure in this drama, he argued
that only the South Vietnamese could win (or lose)
the war. Repeatedly he defined success as reducing
the Vietcong insurgency to a level that the Saigon
government could police on its own.

The materials undergirding this study demonstrate
that President Kennedy intended to reverse the
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Cac ho so cung cd cho cudc nghién ciu nay cho
thdy rang TT Kennedy da c6 y dinh rdt bét su tham
du quan su dic biét cia My tai Nam VN vé con miic
tuong duong dau nam 1961 théi. Sau khi lién tuc
nhan cac bao céo 14n 16n vé dién tién cudc chién, Téng
thong Kennedy da quay sang chon giai phap rit bét
quan My, du kién khdi su tir cudi 1963 va, sau khi
tai dic ct theo du tinh vao mua thu 1964, sé tiép tuc
gidm s6 quan My dé dén cudi nam 1965 chi con tuong
duong véi ndm 1961, 6 cap do chi duy tri c6 van. Viéc
Kennedy b6 nhiém Henry Cabot Lodge 1am Pai st
tai Nam Viét Nam vao mua thu 1963 la su kién néi
Ién dugc su that. La mot [Trang 11] nhan vat hang
dau cua Pang Cong Hoa, Lodge va Dang Cong Hoa
sé chia sé trach nhiém chinh tri néu c6 that bai tai
Viét Nam. Thuc su, Lodge tré thanh nguosi ing ho
manh mé cho cudc dao chanh [tai Sai Gonl], lién lac
truc tiép véi Téng thong va lam cho su viéc vé ban
chat tré thanh cua ca hai dang [Dan Chu va Coéng
Hoal. Do hoai nghi vé kha ning chién thing [Cong
san] cua Nam Viét Nam va phan d61 viéc quan My
phai tham chién, Téng thong Kennedy da tim cach
ngung viéc My héa cudc chién tranh trong mot tién
trinh ma Téng thong Richard M. Nixon cong b6 nhu
1a “Viét Nam héa” chién tranh.

Khéng phai ai ciing chdp nhan ciac kham pha
trong cudc nghién ctiu nay. Van dé néu ra qua nhiing
trang sach nay van chua dugdc dong thuan va khé ma
bac bd. Thoat tién Téng thong da tan thanh mot s6
nguoi khac theo chién lude giy tranh cai la rat lui
théng qua viéc leo thang chién tranh, nhung réi éng
sém nhan ra chi c6 viéc giam dan can thiép quan su

466

DEATH OF A GENERATION

nation’s special military commitment to the South
Vietnamese made in early 1961.'® After receiving
continued mixed reports on the war’s progress, he
turned toward a phased military reduction that would
begin in late 1963 and, after his presumed reelection in
autumn 1964, succeed by the end of 1965 in returning
America’s military status to its 1961 advisory level. His
appointment of Henry Cabot Lodge as ambassador to
South Vietnam in the fall of 1963 was a telling event.
A [Page 11] leading Republican, Lodge and his party
would share the political blame in the event of failure
in Vietnam. Indeed, Lodge became a strong proponent
of the coup, communicating directly with the president
and making that business bipartisan in nature. Doubting
South Vietnam’s capacity to win the war and staunchly
opposed to U.S. combat troops, President Kennedy
sought to halt the move toward Americanizing the war in
a process that President Richard M. Nixon would make
known as “Vietnamization.”

Not everyone will accept the findings of this study. The
story that emerges in these pages is unsettling and
difficult to refute. The president at first joined others
in the incongruous strategy of withdrawal through
escalation but soon realized that military disengagement

offered the only feasible avenue out of the morass. The
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14 con duong kha thi duy nhat dé ra khdi tinh trang
sa 1ay. Do @6, Téng thong Kennedy ung hé cude dao
chanh trong mét nd luc tinh toan sai lam vi muén
thic ddy k& hoach rdt quan My, mot k& hoach ma
vi cac ly do chinh tri nén [dy tru] sé thuc hién trong
nhiém ky Téng Thong thi hai ctia 6ng.

Téng théng Kennedy khong don doc chiu trach
nhiém vé cac su kién nay. Su can thiép cua My vao
Viét Nam trong nhiing nim truéc khi éng lam Téng
thong vén da ddy sdu Hoa Ky vao cac van dé d6i ndi va
d61 ngoai cia Nam Viét Nam. Emmet John Hughes,
cuu ¢d van chinh tri va 14 ngudi viét dién van cho Téng
thong Eisenhower, ghi nhan rang Hoa Ky véi tu cach
quoc gia can thiép da khong thé “ctiu van nén tu do dich
thuc cua mot quoc gia khac ma khong tré nén lién hé
mot cach thiét y&éu véi toan bo hanh vi va s6 phan ctua
quéc gia d6.” Khong cé cach nao tach roi gitia cac moi
lién hé véi nhiing van dé d6i ngoai va d6i ndi. “Van dé
6 day 1a viéc sap xép tit xa doi song chinh tri noi bo ctia
mdt nude dong minh chinh 13 ‘can thiép’. D6 14 su can
thiép trong mic nhién dong thuan.” Su can thiép ctaa
Hoa Ky [véi Viét Nam] d& qué sau dén mtic My khong
thé thoai thac trach nhiém vé mét cudc dao chanh, bt
ké 12 vi nhiing gi ho da lam ho#c khong lam.

Du vay, Téng théng Kennedy khong hoan t4t dudce
con dudng da chon dé phu hgp véi hinh tugng Camelot
ly tudng.! Kennedy da khuyén khich mot cude dao
chanh ra ngoai vong kiém soat va dan téi cai chét caa

Dua theo mot bai phéng van ca nggi Téng thong Kennedy (sau
khi 6ng bi am sat) bang cach so sanh vagi huyén thoai Camelot,
trong do cd cau: “There’ll be great Presidents again, but there’ll
never be another Camelot again...” (Ri sé& co nhiing Téng théng
vi dai, nhung sé khong bao gid cd lai mdt Camelot khac...)
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president then promoted the coup in a miscalculated
effort to advance a withdrawal that, for political reasons,

would take place during his second term in office.

President Kennedy was not solely to blame for these
events. U.S. intervention in Vietnam in the vyears
preceding his presidency had thrust the United States
into South Vietnam’s domestic and foreign affairs.
Emmet John Hughes, former political adviser and
speechwriter for President Eisenhower, noted that
the United States as an interventionist nation could
not “save the very freedom of another nation without
becoming critically involved in its whole conduct and
destiny.” There was no way to separate involvement in
foreign and domestic matters. “The point is that to be
fastidiously aloof from the internal political life of an ally
is to ‘interfere.’ It is the interference of acquiescence.”
So deep was the American involvement that it could not
have escaped blame for a coup, regardless of what it
did or did not do."”

Still, the president does not belong on the high road
that befitted the idealistic image of Camelot. Kennedy
encouraged a coup that ran out of control and led to
Diem’s death rather than his expected exile. Some

contemporaries suspected the president’s involvement
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6ng Diém thay vi ddy 6ng ta ra hai ngoai. Mot s6 st
gia duong dai nghi ngd su lién hé cua Kennedy véi
cudc dao chanh, nhung ho da khong ddy xa van dé vi
ching bao 1au sau d6 chinh Téng thong Kennedy da
bi am sat.

Gia nhu Kennedy con s6ng dé tai dic ct, sé khong
¢6 1y do nao dé tin ring ong sé thay d6i quan diém
vé viéc mudn rut ra khéi mot cude chién von da trd
thanh moét tham bai tat yéu. C6 cong bing khong, khi
chi trich Téng théng Kennedy da hodn mot cudc rit
quén vi ly do chinh tri? Phai ching Kennedy c6 1y khi
cho réing mét cudc rut quan trude bau ctt sé chéic chin
gitip Pang Cong Hoa thing ctt dua trén cao budc rang
Pang Dan Chu da dé mat Viét Nam ciing nhu trude
d6 ho dé mat Trung Quoc?

Trong v6 bi kich Murder in the Cathedral (Am sat
trong thanh duong) cia T. S. Eliot, Téng Giam Muc
Anh gido 6 Téng Gido Phan Canterbury 1a Thomas
Becket tuyén bo: “Cam dob cudi cung 1a phan boi 16n
nhat; Pé lam diéu ddng dén vi 1y do sai 1dam.” Nhung
dong co c6 gl quan trong néu két qua 1é ra da ctiu dude
mot thé hé [thanh nién My]?
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in the coup, but they did not push the issue because of
his own assassination so soon afterward.

Had Kennedy lived to win reelection, there is no reason
to believe that he would have changed his views
about wanting to get out of a war that had become a
lost cause. Is it fair to criticize him for postponing a
withdrawal on political grounds? Was he justified in
asserting that a withdrawal before the election would
ensure a Republican victory based on the charge that
the Democrats had lost Vietham as they had lost China?

In T. S. Eliot’s dramatic play, Murder in the Cathedral,
the English Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Becket,
declared, “The last temptation is the greatest treason;
To do the right deed for the wrong reason.”’® But what
do the motives matter if the outcome might have spared
a generation?
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TUOGNG LANH TIEN HANH PANH
DINH GIA LONG
DU AP LUC GIG CHOT CUA MY DOI
HUY BO CUOC LAT PO NHA NGO
Phic Trinh Thugng Vién Hoa Ky S6 94-465

LOI NGUOI DICH

Nhin lai cac chuyén bién trong thoi diém 24 gis
trude cudc cach mang 1-11-1963, ching ta thay lich
st ¢6 thé chuyén bién theo nhiéu huéng khac nhau,
khi c6 nhiéu ap luc tt MACV va tit C6 vAn An Ninh
Quoéc gia Hoa Ky doi hiiy bo cudc ddo chanh. Mot ban
Phic trinh cua Uy Ban P#c Tuyén Thugng Vién Hoa
Ky day 351 trang vé “nhitng &m muu 4m sat cac lanh
tu nudc ngoai ma phia Hoa Ky cé6 lién hé”, trong d6
cac trang 216-223 ké vé trudng hgp cac tuéng lanh
VNCH lat d6 6ng Ngoé Dinh Diém.

Sau day 1a ban dich trang 222, tit kho luu tri hé
sd cta Uy Ban Dic Tuyén Thugng Vién Hoa Ky. Ban
Phic trinh c6 tya dé “Alleged Assassination Plots
Involving Foreign Leaders - An Interim Report of the
Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations,
November 1975” (Nhiing Am Muu Am Sat Lién Hé

474

TUGNG LANH TIEN HANH DANH DINH GIA LONG

Céac Lanh Tu Ngoai Quéc - Ban Phiic Trinh Lam Thoi
cia Uy Ban DPac Tuyén dé Nghién Ctéu Hoat Pong
Chinh Phua, Thang 11-1975).

Mot vai ghi nhan tit ban Phic trinh nay:

- Tuéng Stillwell ngay 17-10-1963 yéu ciu chinh
phu éng Diém déi cach lam viée, ap luc cu thé
la sé ngung vién trg cho cac don vi Luc Lugng
Dic Biét cho t6i khi cie don vi nay chuyén vé
truc thuéec Téng Tham Muu Trudng va duge
dung ngoai chién trudng thay vi ding dé dan
ap Phat giao.

- Dai st Lodge ngay 27-10-1963 da truc tiép
truyén dat yéu cau cua My dén 6ng Diém,
nhung 6ng Diém khoéng cam két gi.

- Tuéng Tran Van Dén hia sé tiét 16 k& hoach
dao chanh cho Pai st Lodge biét 4 gis dong ho
truée khi ddo chanh khéi dong. Tuy nhién, vao
ngay 1-11-1963, Toa Dai st My chi duge bao
trudc 4 phiut ma thoi.

- Dai st Lodge gtii dién vin vé My ngay 30-10-
1963 néi rang chuyén dao chanh hoan toan
nam trong tay ngudi Viét, My khong can ngin
g1 dudc.

- Tuéng Tu Lénh MACV la Harkins lap tic cung
ngay 30-10-1963 tu Sai Gon gui dién van vé
My§ phan déi tidt cd nhiing Am muu ddo chanh
ong Diém.

- Hai dién vén cung ngay 30-10-1963 tu Co
van An ninh Quéc gia My khuyén cdo Dai st
Lodge, bay té quan ngai va néi Lodge c6 thé
nén khuyén cio huy bé dao chanh.
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- Khoan tién 42, 000 My Kim d& do CIA trao trudc
d6 @€ dung mua thuc phdm cho chién binh
VNCH va dung lam tién ti tudt cho gia dinh
tu si trong cudc dao chanh.

- Tuéng Duong Van Minh hai lan dién thoai t6i
ong Diém, dé nghi hai anh em Diém-Nhu dau
hang sé dugc an toan xuit ngoai. Ong Diém hai
l1an ti choi.

Ngoai ra, trong phan Téng Két Nhiing Phat
hién va Két luan V& Nhiing Am Muu (Summary of
Findings and Conclusions On The Plots) tai 5 nuéc
la Cuba (Fidel Castro), Congo (Patrice Lummumba),
Dominica Republic (Rafael Trujillo), Chile (Rene
Schneider), va South Vietnam (Ng6 Dinh Diém), két
luan vé truong hop Ngo Dinh Diém 6 trang 5 14 nhu
sau:

Ngo Dinh Diem (South Viettiam). Diem and his
brother, Nhu, were killed on November 2, 1963,
in the course of a South Vietnamese Generals’
coup. Although the United States Government
supported the coup, there is no evidence that
American officials favored the assassination.
Indeed, it appears that the assassination of Diem
was not part of the Generals pre-coup planning
but was instead a spontaneous act which occurred
during the coup and was carried out without
United States involvement or support.

(Ngb6 Dinh Diém (Nam Viét Nam) - Diém va em
ong ta, Nhu, bi giét vao ngay 2 thang 11 nim 1963,
trong qua trinh dién bién cudc dio chanh cua cac
Tudéng 1anh Nam Viét Nam. Méc du Chinh pha My
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tng ho cude dao chanh, [Uy ban chiing t6i] 4 khong
tim thay chting c6 nao cho thay quan chtc My dong y
v6i cude am sat. That vay, ¢6 vé nhu viéc am sat Diém
da khong nam trong k& hoach trudc khi dao chanh
cua cac Tudng lanh, nhung lai 14 mét hanh dong tu
phat x4y ra trong cudc dao chanh va da tién hanh
khong c6 su can du va ung ho cia Hoa Ky.)

Phan cudi trang 223 cua tai liéu nay cling xac
dinh viéc Hoa Ky khong c6 thong tin chinh x4c nao vé
céi chét ctia hai 6ng Diém va Nhu:

The details of Diem’s and Nhu’s deaths are not
known. There is no available evidence to give any
indication of direct or indirect involvement of the
United States.

(Chi tiét vé cai chét ctia 6ng Diém va déng Nhu
khong dugc biét. Khong cé chiing ci nao cho thay du
12 truc tiép hay gian tiép vé su lién quan cua Hoa Ky
[dén nhiing cai chét nay].)

Sau day la ban dich trang 222 do Cu si Nguyén
Giac thuc hién, duge trinh bay song ngii Anh Viét.
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NHUNG AM MUU AM SAT LIEN HE CACLANH TU NGOAI
QUOC - BAN PHUC TRINH LAM THOI CUA UY BAN
PAC TUYEN DPE NGHIEN CUU HOAT PONG CHINH
PHU, THANG 11-1975

Hoa Ky da tang ap luc 1én Téng Thong Ngo Dinh
Diém dé diéu chinh phuong cach lam viéc caa ong
ta. Vao ngay 17-10, Tuéng Richard Stillwell (Chi huy
truéng vé hoat dong cua MACV)! thong bao cho Bd
Trudng Nguyén Dinh Thuan réang Hoa Ky sé ngung
vién trg cho cac don vi Luc Lugng Dac Biét da tan
cong cac ngo6i chua, cho t61 khi nao cac don vi nay
chuyén ra chién truong va dit dudi quyén caa Téng
Tham Muu Trudng. (Theo Pentagon Papers, trang
217) Vao ngay 27-10, Dai st Lodge cung v6i 6ng
Diém t61 tham Da Lat, nhung khong nhéan dugc cam
két nao tit 6ng Diém dé thuc hién theo yéu ciu ctia
My. (Pentagon Papers, trang 219) Vao ngay 28-10,
Conein gip Tuéng Tran Van Dén; Tuéng nay trude dé
da nhan dugc bao dam ti Pai st Lodge rang Conein
sé néi nhan danh Hoa Ky. Tuéng Pén néi ring éng sé
tiét 10 k& hoach dao chanh cho Dai st Lodge biét bon
gid déng ho truée khi xay ra, va dé nghi rang Pai st
Lodge diuing ddi ké hoach bay sang My du kién vao
ngay 31-10. (Ban Phtc trinh I. G. Report, phan C,
trang 37; Pentagon Papers, trang 219)

Vao ngay 30-10, Dai st Lodge bao céo vé
Washington ring 6ng khong c6 quyén luc ngin can
cudc dao chanh, va chuyén nay hoan toan nam trong
tay ngudi Viét réi. Tuéng Harkins khong dong y, va

i Co quan diéu hgp vién trg quan su Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam, viét tit
cla “Military Assistance Command, Vietnam”.
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ALLEGED ASSASSINATION PLOTS INVOLVING FOR-
EIGN LEADERS - AN INTERIM REPORT OF THE SE-
LECT COMMITTEE TO STUDY GOVERNMENTAL
OPERATIONS, NOVEMBER 1975

The United States increased pressure on Diem to mend
his ways. On October 17, General Richard Stillwell
(MACYV operations chief) informed Secretary Thuan that
the United States was suspending aid to the Special
Forces units responsible for the pagoda raids until they
were transferred to the field and placed under Joint
General Staff (JGS) command. (Pentagon Papers,
p. 217) On October 27, Lodge traveled to Dalat with
Diem, but did not receive any commitment from Diem to
comply with American requests. (Pentagon Papers, p.
219) On October 28, Conein met with General Don, who
had received assurance from Lodge that Conein spoke
for the United States. Don said that he would make the
plans for the coup available to the Am-bassador four
hours before it took place, and suggested that Lodge not
change his plans to go to the United States on October
31. (1.G. Report, C, p. 37; Pentagon Papers, p. 219)

On October 30, Lodge reported to Washington that he
was powerless to stop the coup, and that the matter was

entirelyin Vietnamese hands. General Harkins disagreed
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giii dién vin bay t6 lap truong chéng dao chanh cua
ong lén Tuéng Maxwell Taylor (Pentagon Papers,
trang 220) Mot dién vin ti Bundy gui cho Dai st
Lodge dé ngay 30-10 bay t6 quan ngai cua Toa Bach
Oc va chi thi ring: “Chung ta khong thé chap nhan
két luan rdng chung ta khéng c6 stic manh dé tri
hoan hay khuyén céo hiiy bé cudc ddo chanh.” (Dién
van, Bundy gti Lodge, 30/10/63) Mot dién vin ké tiép
trong cung ngay tt Washington gti cho Dai sii Lodge
ra lénh Lodge van ddng cac tuéng lanh huy bo cude
dao chanh néu Lodge khéng tin 14 cudc ddo chanh
sé thanh coéng. Chi thi nay yéu cau Lodge “tuyét doi
khong lién hé gi [t6i dao chanh] va giti thai do trung
lap mot cach nao d6.” (Pentagon Papers, trang 220)

Gan trua ngay 1-11, cac don vi dau tién tham
gia dao chanh bit dau dugc bd tri quanh Sai Gon.
Toa Pai St My chi dude thong bao c6 4 phut dong ho
truée khi cudc dao chanh khdi su. (Dién vin, MACV
gtii Téng Tham Muu Trudng Quéan Luc Hoa Ky, ngay
1/11/63) Mot phu ta ctia Tuéng Don néi véi Conein 1a
hay mang tién c6 sin t6i B6 Téng Tham Muu. Conein
mang 3 triéu déng Viét Nam (tuong duong khoang
42.000 My kim) t6i B6 Téng Tham Muu, trao cho
Tuéng Pon dé mua thuc phdm cho chién binh va dé
tra tién tu tuat cho cic chién binh hy sinh trong cudc
dao chanh. (Conein, ngay 20/6/75, trang 72)"

-

Viéc chuyén s tién nay cho cac lanh dao cudc déo chanh da
dugc dé cap dén tu truc do. Vao ngay 29-10, Dai St Lodge gii
dién van ndi rdng nén tinh trudc khodn tién trg gidp. (Dién van,
Dai st Lodge glii BO Ngoai Giao My, ngay 29/10/1963 va ngay
30/10/1963) Conein da nhan tién nay vao ngay 24-10-1963 va
gil trong td sdt tai nha riéng clia 6ng.
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and cabled his opposition to the coup to General Taylor.
(Pentagon Papers, p. 220) A cable from Bundy to Lodge
dated October 30 expressed White House concern and
stated that “[w]e cannot accept conclusion that we have
no power to delay or discourage a coup’ (Cable, Bundy
to Lodge, 10/30/63) A subsequent cable on that same
day from Washington instructed Lodge to intercede with
the Generals to call off the coup if he did not believe
it would succeed. The instructions prescribed “strict
noninvolvement and somewhat less strict neutrality.’

(Pentagon Papers, p. 220)

Late in the morning of November 1, the first units
involved in the coup began to deploy around Saigon. The
Embassy was given only four minutes warning before
the coup began. (Cable, MACV to Joint Chiefs of Staff,
11/1/63) An aide to Don told Conein to bring all available
money to the Joint General Staff headquarters. Conein
brought 3 million piasters (approximately $42,000) to
the headquarters, which was given to Don to procure
food for his troops and to pay death benefits to those
killed in the coup. (Conein, 6/20/75, p. 72)'

' Passing money to the coup leaders was considered sometime
prior to the coup. On October 29. Lodge cabled that a request for
funds should be anticipated. (Cables, Lodge to State, 10/29/63,
and 10/30/63) Conein received the money on October 24, and
kept it in a safe in his house.
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Conein c¢6 méit 6 doanh trai ciia B Téng Tham
Muu trong hau hét thoi gian ddo chanh. (Ban Phic
trinh I. G. Report, C, trang 41-42) Vao luc 1 gic 40
chiéu ngay 1-11, cac tuéng lanh dé nghi rang 6ng
Diém hay ti chic ttc khic, va hta sé bao dam cho
hai 6ng Diém va Nhu an toan ra di. (Conein, ban
Phic trinh Conein After-Action, trang 15) Dinh Téng
Théng bi bao vay lién sau dé, va vao khoang 4 gio 30
chiéu, cac tuéng tuyén bé dao chanh trén dai phat
thanh va yéu cAu hai éng Diém va Nhu tit chic. Ong
Diém dién thoai cho Dai st Lodge va hoi vé lap truong
cta Hoa Ky. Pai st Lodge tra 16i rang My khéng c6
quan diém nao, va bay td quan ngai vé su an toan cia
ong Diém. (Pentagon Papers, trang 221)

Theo ban Phuc trinh cia Conein, Tuéng Duong
Vian Minh néi v6i 6ng Ngo Dinh Nhu ring néu ong
Diém va Nhu khong ti chiic trong vong 5 phiit déng
ho, Dinh Téng Thong sé bi doi bom. Réi Tuéng Minh
dién thoai cho 6ng Diém. Ong Diém tit chéi néi chuyén
v61 Tuéng Minh, va tuéng nay ra lénh doi bom vao
Dinh. Quan ddi tién vao Dinh, nhung éng Diém van
ti choi diéu dinh. Nta gio sau d6, Tuéng Minh dé
nghi cho 6ng Diém co hoi thi hai dé ddu hang... i

Mot s6 nhan vat va tén t6 chic dugc nhic dén trong van ban
nay: MACV, viét tit clia Military Assistance Command, Vietnam;
Conein: s quan tinh bao ctia CIA hoat dong tai Sai Gon; Tudng
Harkins: Tu 1énh MACV; Tudng Maxwell Taylor: Tong Tham
Muu Trudng Quan Luc Hoa Ky; Bundy: C6 van An ninh Quéc
gia Hoa Ky;
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Conein was at the Joint General Staff headquarters
during most of the coup. (I.G. Report, C, pp. 41-
M2) At 1:40 p.m., the Generals proposed that Diem
resign immediately, and guaranteed him and Nhu safe
departure. (Conein After-Action Report, p. 15) The
palace was surrounded shortly afterwards, and at 4:30
p.m. the Generals announced the coup on the radio
and demanded the resignation of Diem and Nhu. Diem
called Lodge and inquired about the United States’
position. Lodge responded that the United States did
not yet have a view, and expressed concern for Diem’s

safety. (Pentagon Papers, p. 221)

According to Conein’s report, Minh told Nhu that if he
and Diem did not resign within five minutes, the palace
would be bombed. Minh then phoned Diem. Diem
refused to talk with him and Minh ordered the bombing
of the palace. Troops moved in on the palace, but Diem
still refused to capitulate. Minh offered Diem a second
chance to surrender half an hour later...
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