MARTIN LUTHER KING:

cuOC BOI VA SU NGHIEP QUA ANH
BY QUYNH VI

Chang ta ché bao gi&r quén

r&ng moi diéu Adolf Hitler

I&dm & Purc déu da la

“hgp phéplt.

- Martin Luther King Jr.

Vao méi nam, ngay thd Hai cua tuén thd 3 trong thang Giéng 1a
mot ngay |é toan qudc tai Hoa Ky. Mét dao luat lién bang dudc
lUBng vién thdng qua vao nam 1983 da 1ap ra ngay |é vinh danh
va ky niém ngay sinh cua Muc su Martin Luther King, Jr. Ngudi My
thudng goi ngay nay la Ngay MLK (MLK Day), viét tat cua tén ong.



Chung ta ché bao gi& quén

radng moi diéu Adolf Hitler

Iadm & Puc déu da la

"hop phap”.

- Martin Luther King Jr.

Muc su Martin Luther King, Jr. Ia cong dan Hoa Ky dau tién va
duy nhat tuy chua tling 1a nguyén thu quéc gia, nhung dudc vinh
danh ngay sinh bang mét ngay |é toan quéc. Ngoai muc su King,
chinh quyén lién bang Hoa Ky truéc do chi vinh danh ngay sinh
cua Tong théng dau tién, George Washington, vao ngay thid Hai
cUa tuan |é thi 3 trong thang Hai hang nam.

Theo lich cua Van phong Quan ly Nhan su Hoa Ky (U.S. Office of
Personnel Management), trong nam 2017, nuéc My c6 tdng cong
10 ngay nghi I€ lién bang.

Nhan ngay sinh cua muc su King lan thu 88, hay cung Luat Khoa
tim hiéu vé 6ng cling nhu qua trinh ctda cudc van dong cho ngay
|é vinh danh 6ng tai My.


http://www.luatkhoa.org/2017/01/martin-luther-king-cuoc-doi-va-su-nghiep/mlk_quote_lk_1/

Muc su Martin Luther King, Jr. sinh ngay 15 thang Giéng nam
1929 tai Atlanta, bang Georgia, Hoa Ky, trong mét gia dinh ma ca
bd 1An me déu la nhiing muc su Tin lanh Protestant. Anh: Muc su
Martin Luther King, Jr. khi con la mot cau bé 7 tudi (Stanford
University).
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Ong cé mét tudi tho va giai doan trudng thanh kha t6t dep. Ong
tham gia vao cac hoat ddng & nha thd, hat I&, chdi bong bau duc
khi con hoc trung hoc.

Nhung cling nhu rat nhiéu ngudi da den I&n Ién trong thdi ky do,
Martin Luther King, Jr. da phai chiing kién nhiing hdu qua ma dao
luat Jim Crow va cac dao luat phan biét chung td6c  mién Nam
Hoa Ky gay ra cho ngudi da den. Chinh ban than gia dinh 6ng da
tting bi dudi khoi mét ctia hang chi vi 1 ngudi da den. Anh: Muc
su King chup cung cha me, ba ngoai, chi gai va em trai khi con bé
(Reading Rainbow).
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tudi, 6ng da thi dau vao trudng Pai hoc Morehouse vai s6 di€ém rat
cao trong ky thi tuyén sinh (college entrance examination). Muc
su King tét nghiép dai hoc nam 1948, nganh Xa hdi hoc. Cung
nam do, 6ng cing dudgc thu phong chidc muc su bai H6i déng Muc
su. Anh: Muc su King (hang dau thd 3 tu trai d&m qua) khi con hoc
dai hoc (Huffington Post).
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Martin Luther King, Jr. ti€p tuc theo hoc thac sy tai trung Crozer
Theological Seminary va sau dé 1a Pai hoc bang Pennsylvania. O
ca hai ndi, 6ng déu dudc danh gia xuat sac trong thdi gian hoc.
Sau khi t6t nghiép thac sy than hoc tai tridng Crozer, muc su King
ti€p tuc chudng trinh ti€n sy than hoc tai truGng Pai hoc Boston
vao nam 1951. Anh: Martin Luther King, Jr. trong | t6t nghiép
thac sy tai trudng Crozer (EduSkyster.com).
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Trong qua trinh theo hoc chudng trlnh ti€n sy, Martin Luther King,
Jr. da gap ba Coretta Scott vao nam 1952 va hai ngudi da két hon
nam 1953. Sau khi thanh hén, ba theo ho chéng va tén cua ba tré
thanh Coretta Scott King. Ba King ciling chinh la ngudi da danh
han 14 nam sau khi muc su King qua dd&i van déng chinh sach
thanh cong, dé ngay sinh cua Martin Luther King, Jr. trd thanh
ngay |é lién bang tai My.
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Nam 1955, Martin Luther King, Jr. bao vé thanh céng luan an tién
sy vGi dé tai “M6t su so sanh vé Thugng dé trong tu tudng cua
Paul Tillich va Henry Wieman”. Cung vao nam 1955, phong trao
“tay chay xe buyt” nham phan déi viéc ngudi da den va ngudi da
trang khéng dudc ngbi cung xe tai thanh phé Montgomery, bang
Alabama do ba Rosa Parks khdi xudng da no ra.

Ba Rosa Parks bi canh sat bat vao ngay 1 thang 12 nam 1955 khi
khéng nhudng chd cua minh trén xe buyt cho mot ngudi dan ong
da trang. Vao ngay 5 thang 12 nam 1955, Martin Luther King, Jr.
dudc bau lam chu tich H6i Vi mét su tién bé cho Montgomery
(Montgomery Improvement Association - MIA) va tré thanh ngudi
lanh dao cua phong trao “tay chay xe buyt”. Anh: Martin Luther
King, Jr. va ba Rosa Parks trong mot bu6i hop ctia héi MIA (ABC
News).
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Vao thang 11 nam 1956 tda an tuyen b6 cac dao Iuat buoc ngUdl
da den va da trang khong dudc ngdi cung xe buyt 1a vi hién. “Tay
chay xe buyt” dudc xem la mét trong nhiing chién thang dau tién
va quan trong cua phong trao Dan quyén (Civil Rights Movement)
tai My. Muc su Martin Luther King, Jr. tu vai tro lanh dao cua hoi
MIA, da tling budc tré thanh ngudi lanh dao cua phong trao Dan
quyén.

Phudng phap dau tranh 6n hda cua 6ng da tréd thanh kim chi nam
cho nhiing phong trao xa héi vé sau, khéng chi 8 My ma con trén
toan thé gidi. Anh: Martin Luther King, Jr. (4o den) sau mét phién
XU tai toa vé vu viéc “tay chay xe buyt” nam 1956
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(Bettmann/Getty).

Ngay 17 thang 5 nam 1957, phong trao Dan quyén da t6 chic mot
cudc hanh hudng cau nguyén cho tu do (Prayer Pilgirmage for
Freedom) va ngudi dan tli khap ndi trén nuéc My da tu tap vé thu
dé Washington, D.C. D¢ ciing la Ian dau tién Martin Luther King,
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Jr., 28 tudi, da dién thuyét tridc 30.000 nguidi trong mot su kién
mang tam ¢ qudc gia tai tugng dai tudng niém Tong thdng
Abraham Lincoln. Anh: Bob Henriques.
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Nam 1958, Quéc hdi Hoa Ky théng qua dao luat Dan quyén dau
tién (Civil Rights Act of 1958) sau khi ché dé né |€ bi xba bo ¢ My
gan 100 nam trudc dé. 1958 ciing la thdi di€ém Martin Luther King,
Jr. xuat ban cuén sach dau tay, Sai budc dén Tu do (Stride to
Freedom), va bi am sat hut khi mét ngudi phu nti da den dung dao
roc gidy dam suyt thung tim 6ng trong bubi ra mat cuén sach ay
tai Harlem, bang New York.

Anh: Bac s§ Emil Naclerio bén canh muc su King sau khi thuc
hién thanh céng ca phau ctiu séng 6ng. Mii dao dam vao chi
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cach dong manh tim cua King mét khoang cach rat nhoé va chican
mot cai hat hadi cling du khién ndé xuyén qua (New York Daily
News).

La mét ngudi rat ngudng md con ngudi, ciing nhu chu trudng va
dudng 16i dau tranh 6n hoa cua Mahatma Gandhi, nam 1959
Martin Luther King, Jr. da dén thdm An D&. Anh: Muc su King va
vg, ba Coretta Scott King, viéng Dai tudng niém Gandhi
(Huffington Post).
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Thang 10 nam 1960, Martin Luther King, Jr. tham gia toa khang
tai nha hang Magnolia Room - la mdt ndi chi phuc vu ngudi da
trang & thanh phé Atlanta, Georgia. Muc su King lan dau tién bi
chinh quyén bat gill va bi tuyén an 4 thang tu. Nhd vao su can
thiép cua Ung cu vién tong thong John F. Kennedy, 6ng da dudc
tra td do. Kennedy dang trong giai doan tranh cu tong théng nam
dé va cd y kién cho rang 6ng da gianh dudc su ung hé cua cu tri
da den qua hanh déng nay. Anh: Muc su King bi bat sau khi t&
chuc toa khang (theclio.com).
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Ra tu, Martin Luther King, Jr. tap trung ddy manh viéc thuc thi
guyén cua ngudi da den khéng bi déi xd phan biétda dudc cac an
|& cua T6i cao Phap vién Hoa Ky bao vé. Ong t8 chtic phong trao
“Chuyén xe tu do” (Freedom Ride) bang cach s dung cac xe buyt
cOng cOng xuyén bang. Két qua la Uy ban Thudng mai Lién tiéu
bang (Interstate Commerce Commission) cua chinh phu Hoa Ky
da ban hanh Iénh cdm phan biét ching toc trong van chuyén gilia
cac tiéu bang (interstate travel) vao nam 1961.

Anh: Martin Luther King, Jr. trong mdt budi hop bao véi nhiing
ngudi trong phong trao, gobm c6é Ralph Abernathy va John Lewis.
John Lewis (4o trang) hién nay la dan bi€u lau nam cua bang
Georgia (PBS.org).
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Tu khi bat dau tré thanh nha hoat dong dan quyén, muc su King
da nhiéu Ian bi bat bé béi nhiing hoat dong dau tranh doi quyén
cho ngudi da den tai My. Lan ndi ti€ng nhat 1a 1an bi bat va giam
giti 11 ngay vdi tdi danh “gay réi trat tu c6ng cdng” vao thang

4 ndm 1963. Trong nhiing ngay bi giam giti, 6ng da viét LA THU
TU NGUC BIRMINGHAM vé tinh than va phuong phap dau tranh



http://www.luatkhoa.org/2014/12/martin-luther-king-la-thu-tu-nguc-birmingham/
http://www.luatkhoa.org/2014/12/martin-luther-king-la-thu-tu-nguc-birmingham/
https://2xjs7y10oiyz26vqxu2hok6y-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Martin_Luther_King_Jr._Birmingham_jail.jpg

6n hoa chéng lai nhiing dao luat bat cédng trong xa hdi. Anh:
Martin Luther King, Jr. trong mét [an bi giam tai nguc Birmingham
(History.com).

Sau khi Martin Luther King, Jr. ra tu, thang 5 nam 1963, Thoa
thuan Birmingham (Birmingham Agreement) da dudc ky két, cham
dtt chinh sach phan biét chung téc 8 Alabama. 11 ngay trong
nguc va la thu tu Birmingham cua 6ng da gép phan rat I6n vao
diéu nay. Anh: Thang 8 ndm 1963, 6ng tré lai tha dé Washington,
D.C. va t6 chdc cudc Tuan hanh Washington (March on
Washington) dé phan déi cac chinh sach phan biét chung toc
khap nudc My. Pay cling la ndi 6ng da doc bai dién van nai tiéng
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“Téi c6 mét giac ma” trude gan 250.000 ngudi.

Thang 7 nam 1964, Martin Luther King, Jr. d& c6 méat trong 1€ ky
ban hanh Dao luat Dan quyén nam 1964 cua Téng théng Lyndon
Johnson. Dao luat c6 gia tri lich st nay da nghiém cam tat ca su
phan biét déi xd 8 My dua trén chung tdc, mau da, tén giao, gidi
tinh, va nguén géc quéc gia cua mot ngudi trén toan nuée My.
Pay Ia mét thanh céng I16n cta Phong trao Dan quyén. Anh:
Wikipedia.
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Khi chién tranh Viét Nam leo thang, muc su King da céng khai
phan dai cudc chién va diéu nay khién 6ng bi liét vao “danh sach
den” cua nhiing ngudi chéng céng theo chu nghia McCathyrism G
My. Anh: Muc su King va bai dién van phan chién tai Pai hoc
Minnesota nam 1964 (Wikimedia Commons).

-
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s "
Vi nhiing hoat dong cua minh, Martin Luther King, Jr. da séng
dudi su giam sat va theo doi chat ché cua Cuc Diéu tra Lién bang
Hoa Ky (Federal Investigation Bureau - FBI) cho dén tan khi qua
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dd&i. Biéu nay da tao ra nhiing ap luc réat I16n cho King, dan dén
viéc 6ng bi trAm cam va da vai 1an co y niém tu sat. Anh: Giam
déc FBI Edgar Hoover, ngudi chiu trach nhiém vé h6 sd cua muc
su King (yurtopic.com).
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Nam 1964, muc su King dudc Tap chi Time vinh danh la Ngudi
dan 6ng cua nam (Man of the Year), via déng thdi dudc trao giai
thudng danh gid Nobel Hoa binh khi chi méi 35 tuGi cho nhiing
hoat déng thuc ddy dan quyén trong 6n hoa. Anh: Muc su Martin
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Luther King, Jr. cung Cha tich Uy ban Nobel Gunnar Jahn tai 1€
trao giai Nobel Hoa binh tai Oslo, Na Uy ngay 10 thang 12, nam
1964 (AP Photo/Time).
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Nam 1965, muc su King tap trung dau tranh vé quyén dudc tham
gia bau cu cong bang cho ngudi da den. Luc nay, vg 6ng, ba
Coretta Scott King la mét trong nhiing ngudi cong su dac luc bén
canh va dan tré thanh mét nha lanh dao cua phong trao Dan
quyeén.

Anh: Ba Coretta Scott King va muc su King cung tham gia cuéc
tuan hanh nai tiéng vao thang 3 nam 1965 td thanh phd Selma
dén tha pha Montgomery, bang Alabama (History.com) dé doi
quyén bau cu dudc thuc thi cho ngudi da den.

Tuy cac cudc tuan hanh nay bi dan ap rat da man, Pao luat
Quyén di bau 1965 (Voting Rights Act of 1965) da dudc Tong
théng Lyndon Johnson ban hanh trong cuing ndm. Anh: Téng
théng Lyndon Johnson va Martin Luther King, Jr. bat tay nhau sau
khi Dao luat Quyén di bau 1965 dudc ky vao thang 8 nam 1965
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(Wikimedia).

Nhiing nam 1966-1967, Martin Luther King, Jr. danh phan I6n thdgi
gian d4u tranh cho ngudi nghéo khé 6 My. Ong da t6 chuic cac
cudc van dong khac nhau, doi héi quyén Igi kinh té cho nhiing
nhom yé&u thé trong xa hdi khédng phan biét chung tdc. Anh: Martin
Luther King, Jr. va cac vi lanh dao tén giao tham gia tuan hanh doi
hoi céng viéc lam cho ngudi nghéo nam 1967 (Newsweek).
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Ngay 4 thang 4 nam 1968, Martin Luther King, Jr. da bi ban tai lau
2 cua khach san Lorraine, thanh phé Memphis, bang Tennessee
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trong khi dang trén dudng van dong su ung hé cho cubc dinh cong
cua cac cong nhan vé sinh da den. Anh: Nhiing khoanh khac cuéi
cung trudc khi muc su King bi am sat (wate.com).
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Ong qua ddi sau mét cudc giai phau khdng thanh céng tai bénh
vién Thanh Ca Giuse (St. Joseph Hospital), hudng dudng 39 tudi.
Anh: Getty.
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Pam tang cua Martin Luther King, Jr. da dién ra cung luc v3i hang
loat cudc bao dong trén toan nudc My nd ra ngay sau cai chét cua
6ng. Anh: Doan ngudi dua tién quan tai muc su King vé ndi an
nghi cudi cung (History.com)
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Sau hadn 2 thang trén chay Ienh truy na, James Earl Ray (1928-
1988) da bi bt gil tai phi trudng Heathrow, Anh Quéc. Bi dan do
vé My, Ray da thu t6i, nhan minh la hung thu giét chét Martin
Luther King, Jr. va déng y nhan an 99 nam dé khoi phai trai qua
xét xu va déi dién vai an tu hinh.

Tuy nhién, 3 ngay sau do, James Earl Ray da sa thai luat su bién
hé va mubn 1at lai ban an. Cho dén khi qua ddi, Ray ti€p tuc
khang dinh minh chi 1& mét con ¢d trong mot thuy&t &m muu cua
cac nhan vién an ninh Hoa Ky. Gia dinh cua muc su King ciing co
vé chap nhan giai thich cua Ray va da tling yéu cau chinh phu
Hoa Ky md lai phién toa xét xii James Earl Ray dudi thdi Téng
thong Bill Clinton. Tuy nhién, James Earl Ray qua ddi vi bénh gan
nam 1998 tai mét nha tu  thanh phé Memphis, bang Tennessee.

Anh: NBC Chicago.


http://www.luatkhoa.org/2017/01/martin-luther-king-cuoc-doi-va-su-nghiep/james-earl-ray/
http://www.luatkhoa.org/2017/03/phan-chau-trinh-da-co-xuy-dan-quyen-nhu-the-nao/line/

Cai chét cua 6ng da dudc Tong théng Lyndon Johson vinh danh
bang viéc ky va ban hanh Dao luat Dan quyén nam 1968 (Civil
Rights Act of 1968), trong do6 co6 diéu khoan cam ky thi déi vdi
ngudi thué nha, Ia moét trong nhiing diéu ma Martin Luther King,
Jr. dang d4u tranh dang dé. Anh: Téng théng Johnson va cac vi
dan biéu trong bubi ky ban hanh Pao luat Dan quyén nam 1968
chi mét tuan sau khi muc su King bi am sat (Minnesota History
Center).
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Ngay 8 thang 4 nam 1968, 4 ngay sau cai chét cua muc su King,
vg con 6ng va nhiing ngudi ban trong phong trao Dan quyén da di
tuan hanh & thanh phé Memphis, bang Tennessee cung véi hang
nghin ngudi dan ung ho viéc ti€p tuc su nghiép con dang daé cua
King. Anh: Cudc tuan hanh ngay 8 thang 4 ndm 1968
(History.com).
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Trong doan ngudi co su gop mat cua dan biéu John Conyers tu
bang Michigan. Dan biéu Conyers cho rang ho can phai lam mot
viéc mang tinh cach bén viing han dé tudng nhé muc su King. Va
ngay trong tuan do, 6ng Conyers da dé xuat Du luat vinh danh
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ngay sinh cua Martin Luther King, Jr. 1a ngay |é toan qudc 1én Ha
vién Hoa Ky. Tuy vay, du luat nay da nam yén & Ha vién trong 3
nam vai rat it chuyén bién cho dén ndm 1971. Anh: Dan biéu John
Conyers va ba qua phu Coretta Scott King.

Trong thdi gian 3 nam tu 1968 dén 1971, ba Coretta Scott King da
thanh 1ap Trung tdm Martin Luther King Vi su thay déi xa hoi trong
on hoa (Martin Luther King Center for Nonviolent Social Change)
tai Atlanta, bang Georgia. M6t trong nhiing hoat déng cua trung
tam nay la van dong cho du thao luat vé ngay Ié vinh danh muc su
King. Anh: Ba Corretta Scott King va phac thao do cong trinh xay
dung trung tdm vao nam 1968 (kingcenter.org).


http://www.luatkhoa.org/2017/03/phan-chau-trinh-da-co-xuy-dan-quyen-nhu-the-nao/line/
https://2xjs7y10oiyz26vqxu2hok6y-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/CSK-King-plans1.jpg
http://www.luatkhoa.org/2017/03/phan-chau-trinh-da-co-xuy-dan-quyen-nhu-the-nao/line/

L4 L — My
Nam 1971, 3 triéu chii ky da dudc thu thap trén ca nudc va gui
dén Qudc Hboi Hoa Ky ung hé viéc vinh danh ngay sinh cua muc
su King. Ba Coretta Scott King rat kién tri van dong bang cach gay
ap ldc 1én cac dan biéu, viét va dién thuyét vé viéc nay ciing nhu
da diéu tran hai lan tridc Quéc Hoi My. Anh: Ba Coretta Scott
King va Téng théng Jimmy Carter, mot trong nhiing chinh khach
ung hé viéc ky niém ngay sinh muc su King (CBS News).
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Bén nam 1979, tuy c6 dudc su ung hd cua Téng théng Jimmy
Carter, du thao luat ngay sinh Martin Luther King, Jr. van thiéu 5
phiéu mdéi c6 thé qua dudc ctia Ha vién. Trong qua trinh ti€p tuc
van déng cho du luat, ngdi sao ca nhac Stevie Wonder da ung hd
cong khai bang viéc viét tang c6 muc su King bai hat “Chuc muing
sinh nhat”. Trong dé, cé mot doan: “T6i sé khong bao gid hi€u ndi,
vi sao mét ngudi da chét vi diéu thién nhu 6ng, lai chang thé cé
dudc ca mét ngay dé moi ngudi tuéng niém 6ng”. Anh: Ba Coretta
Scott King va ca nhac sy Stevie Wonder trong mét budi kéu goi
ung hd vinh danh ngay sinh cua muc su King (earthtones.org).
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BIOGRAPHY

Bai hat da giup gia tang ap luc tu phia cébng chung dén cac dan
bi€u va thudng nghi sy Hoa Ky nhiéu hon. Vao nam 1983, mét du
thao luat méi dudc chap but bdi hai dan biéu, Jack Kemp cua
dang Cong hoa va Katie Hall cua dang Dan chu, mét lan niia
mang viéc vinh danh ngay sinh cua Martin Luther King, Jr. ra
tridc Qudéc Hoi.
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Khi du thao luat dudc dua ra Thudng vién, Thudng nghi sy Jesse
Helms, mdt ngudi tuing chéng lai Dao luat Dan quyén nam 1964,
da hét stic tim cach phan déi. Ong Helms da mang toan bé hd so
ma FBI da Iuu trli vé muc su King ra tranh ludn 6 Qudc h6i nham
tim cach ching minh King la mét ngudi cdng san va khéng xung
dudc vinh danh. Tuy vay, 6ng Helms da that bai va du thao luat da
dudc Thudng vién théng qua vai s6 phiéu 78 ung hé va 22 phiéu
chdng.

Anh: Thang 11 ndm 1983, Téng théng Ronald Reagan ky ban
hanh dao luat lién bang vinh danh ngay sinh cua Martin Luther
King, Jr. hang nam vao ngay thu Hai ctia tuan thi 3 trong thang
Giéng va goi do la Ngay Martin Luther King, Jr. Nam 1986 la lan
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dau tién ngay 1é nay dudc ky niém tai My (kingcenter.org).
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N&m 2009, Ngay Martin Luther King, Jr. rci dung vao ngay lé
Tuyén thé nham chtic cua Téng théng da den dau tién, Barack
Obama, va da dudc nhiéu ngudi xem la két cuc hoan hao cho
Phong trao Dan quy&n ma muc su King da nga xuéng vi nd. Anh:
Telegraph.
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