TU CANH MAI BAT DIET,
NGHI VE SUC SONG PHAT GIAO HOM NAY

Nguyén Can

Thinh suy ctia Phat gido theo dong lich sir

Gan day, c6 nguoi tu nhan 14 tri thirc khoa bang tuyén bd trén mang thong tin dai
chung rang “Nén tang Phat gido lung lay tir 1au (1)” suy dién ra tir nhitng scandals
vé viéc mot vai vi su thiéu gin gitt gi61 ludt, pham hanh, 6ng ta da khai quat hoa
thanh hién trang Phat gido hom nay va cho rang “di tu tré thanh mot cai nghé” chu
khong vi thi¢én nguyén hay y hudng cao dep gi. C6 that Phat gido nudce ta dang suy
vi chiang? Nhitng hién tugng ting ni khong chip hanh giéi lut tu vién va budng
long tu dudng ban than & muc bao dong chang? Chung ta hay binh tdm nhin nhén
lai ma khong can phai pht nhan quan diém phé phan kia voi vi theo nha Phat
“phan quang tu ky” 1a mot phép tu can thiét dé soi t6 chinh minh nhu Tué Trung
Thuong S ting chi bao Thai tir Tran Kham (sau nay 14 Tran Nhan Tong).

Ciing khong nhét thiét phai hét hoang khi doc lai lich str, Phat giao cé nhiéu thang
tram hon hién nay rat nhiéu.

Su suy tan cua dao Phat tai An D6 c6 thé da bat dau tir thé ki thir 7 va dao Phat
thuc sy bién mat trén dit An vao thé ki thir 14. Mai cho dén thé ki thir 19 thi phong



trao chan hung Phat giao tai An méi bat dau lai. Pai hoc Nalanda, mot trung tim
Phat gido quan trong o An D6 bi pha hity nam 1197. Theo D.C Ahir, mot hoc gia
ngudi An Do, Phat gido suy vong & An Do do mot sé nguyén nhin sau:

Nguyén nhan bén ngoai gdm: (1) Sy xung dot giita Ba-la-mon gido va Phat gido;
(2) Su thu gian va ghét bo cua cac Ba-lamon hanh nghé té 1&; (3) Phat gido mat di
su ing ho ctia nha cdm quyén, ngoai ra con bi dan ap, pha huy; (4) Am muu tiéu
diét Phat gido ctia ngudi Hoi gido; (5) Phat gido bi dong hoa.

Nguyén nhan bén trong gom: (1) Tang si xao lang viéc tu tap, thd o voi st ménh
truyén ba Chanh phap phung su xa hoi, danh mat sy giao hao gan giii v6i quan
chtng; (2) Phat giao khong co to chiic cu si dé giang day, truyén ba va bao vé ton
gido cua minh. Do d6, ho chi dirng nhin ma khong gitip dugc gi khi céc tu vién bi
cudp pha, xic pham va cac Tang si bi truc xuat hay giét hai; (3) Thiéu vang nhirng
nghi thirc cho cac sinh hoat lién quan dén doi séng van hoa, tap tuc xa hdi nhu hon
nhan, tang té; (4) Tin d6 mé tin di doanl .

Theo tac gia, nguyén nhan chinh lam Phat gido bi suy vong tai An Do khong phai
bén trong ma 13 bén ngoai. Chinh sy dan ap, giét hai, va pha hoai cia An Po gido
va sau d6 13 Hoi gido khién cho Ting si bi giét, chuia chién bi san bang, kinh dién
bi tiéu huy dua dén Phat gido bi x6a s6. Ong ciing phan dbi quan diém cho ring
Phat gido tan lui 1a do Tang gia suy ddi vi diéu d6 chi anh huong dén viée truyén
bé va duy tri Phat phap hon 13 suy vong. T6 chirc Phét gido cho du ¢6 suy dbi van
ludn c6 nhitng bac chan tu cho quin ching nuong tya. Néu khong ¢ su pha hoai
ctia bén ngoai thi Phat gido chi co thé thinh hodc suy giam ma khéng thé bién mat
duoc. Tuy nhién, phai nhin nhan trong qua trinh phat trién, dao Phat da c6 nhiéu
phan hoa.

Nhiéu tong phai da xuit hién lai c6 duong 16i di biét khong thé théng nhat duoc. Vi
du nhu su ra doi cac phai Mat tong, c6 nhiéu hoat dong vé hinh thirc tuong tu voi
viéc tho cung than linh ctia An gido, do d6, it nhiéu da 1am lu mo cac diém dac thu
mang tinh “tri thuc” dung tu luc nhiéu hon tha luc cta Phat giao. Su bao dung va
tur do ctia Phat gido ciing 1a mot tién dé cho su suy tan.

O Viét Nam thi sao?

Phat gido Viét Nam ciing trai qua thinh suy theo quy luat. Chung ta déu biét theo
st liéu, Phat gido dudi hai tridu dai Ly va Tran cyc thinh va duoc goi 1a thoi ky
vang son ctia Phat gido Viét Nam. Nhung c6 thinh at ¢ suy, Phat gido da khong
thé duy tri vi thé ay. Tir cudi doi Tran trd di, Phat gido suy ddi va cé luc phuc hung



nhung chua thé trd lai thoi ky huy hoang trudce d6. Theo HT Thich Hanh Chon,
“Sur suy d6i & day khong phai 1a Phat gido danh mat anh huong trong quan ching
ma 13 ddnh mat vai tro lanh dao tri thirc, van héa va chinh tri”. Nguyén nhan & day
cling bao gdm bén ngoai va bén trong nhung chu yéu 13 tir bén trong. Nguyén nhin
bén ngoai 1a vua chua van tng hd Phat gido nhu trude, nhung cac nha Nho tri thirc
cong kich Phat gido. Tuy nhién, nguyén nhan chinh 1 do chua chién nhiéu nén
khong thé quan 1y tét; Tang ching dong nhung thiéu hoc; thanh phan bét hao tra
tron vao Tang doan 1am mat thanh danh; Tang si kiéu hanh khi duoc ciing dudng
hau hinh; chua tuong qua nhiéu gay ling phi va giy 4c cam d6i voi cac Nho gia; va
do Phat gido v lai qua nhiéu vao sy ung ho ctia thé quyén. Nhu vdy, tinh trang ndi
bo cuiia Phat giao ¢ Viét Nam ciing c6 phan giéng nhu tinh trang & An Do nhung
Phat gido Vi¢t Nam khong bi suy vong vi Phat tir Viét Nam da thanh cong trong
viéc bao vé va chéng lai sy dan &p va &m muu ti€u diét cia ngoai dao cué)ng tin va
qua khich. P6 13 diéu may min va ciing 13 bon phan ctia Phat tir Viét Nam. C6 thé
Phat tir An Do cling dAu tranh bao vé Phat giao nhung ho da khong thanh cong”2 .

Pén thé ky 20, nhitng nim dau thap nién 1960 mién Nam ciing chtng kién su dan
ap tang chung ctia nha cAm quyén ho Ngd, nhung ching ta ciing da viing vang
vuot qua phap nan ay. Chua ké nhitng phong trao “Bai phong, da thuc” nhirng nim
1950, 1970 ¢ mién Bic “mang diu an ta khuynh du tri mot thoi cling pha di bao
nhiéu chua tuong. Nhung rdi dan chung ciing tim vé Pao Phap, bang ca hai con
dudng: mé tin va chanh tin.

Nhiing bai hoc tir nhirng mua phap nan Tt nhitng bai hoc trong lich str, chiing ta
thdy ludn c6 nhitng nguyén nhan tir bén ngoai 1an bén trong, nhung nguyén nhan
bén trong cho du “nén tang Phat gido co lung lay...” nhu phé phan cta anh tri thirc
no thi chi ¢ thé 1am cho Phat gido suy yéu khi nguyén nhan bén ngoai bang bao
Irc von c6 thé 1am Phat gido suy vong khong con trong thoi dai ndy. Khi di xac
dinh duoc nguyén nhan rd rang cu thé rdi, ngudi Phat tir can phai tim kiém giai
phép thich hop.

Mot cdu hoi 16n 12 tai sao tin dd Phat gido khong thé bao vé ton gido cao quy cua
minh truéc ké ngoai dao tan cong va pha hoai? Theo Thuong toa Sayadaw U.
Sumana thi “Phdt tir tai gia hay xudt gia c6 hai thanh phan: Phdt tir don thudn va
Phdt tir cao cdp. Phdt tir don thuan c6 niém tin noi Tam bdo (Phdt, Phdp, Tang) va
tin vao 1y nhdn qua tirc la gieo giong thién thi sé gdt qua lanh. Vi vdy, Phdt tir don
thuan cung dwong thirc an, dé mdc, noi ¢ va thudc thang cho Tang chung, thém
vao do, ho gitr gin 5 gioi, 8 gioi hoac 10 gioi, tung kinh va tri an Tam bao. Nhw



vdy, nguoi Phdt tir don thuan la Phdt tir di theo truyén thong. Nhung, lam thé nao
dé tré thanh Phdt tir cao ccfp? Khi chung ta thuc thdp thien dinh hodc thién quan
twong theo nhw 1o Phét da day, thi chiing ta dat dwoe tri tué va dong thoi ching ta
thuwe tap gioi, dinh, tué tuc la Bat Chanh Pao nhw Phdt da tung nhéan manh trong
nhitng thoi giang ciia Ngai. Véi tri tué sang sudt, chiing ta nhdn thirc dwoc con
dwong chanh dao va dat dwoc nguyén vong cua sy tu hoc. Luc do, chung ta hoi
quang phan chiéu va sé thdy rang trong thoi dai ngay nay, si thinh hanh cia Phdt
giao chinh la nho vao Tang ni va cac co so bat vu loi cia cw si. Gido duc 1 nén
tang chinh dé phat trién dao Phdt dén mirc cao hon”3 .

Nhu vay da 13, hon ltuc nao hét, phai cai tién phuong thirc gido duc Phat phap trong
quan chiing va ca ting chiing. Hé thong giao duc yéu kém sé& khién Phat phap kho
hay khong thé truyén ba sau rong va gieo mam “Chanh phap”. Hién nay, cic chua
déu c6 nhirng khoa tu tap nhung thudng 13 do ¥ nguyén ctia vi try tri cht chua
thanh ra mot hoat dong théng nhat bt budc trong Gido hoi ma cac tang si phai
thuc hién. Tang si chinh 13 nhitng nguoi lanh dao quan chiing vé niém tin vao gido
phap. “Khi hang Tdang bdo suy doi tirc ddnh mat vai tro ciia ho vé lanh dao van
héa, chinh tri, xd héi va danh mat sw anh hwong doi véi qudn chung thi it ra Phdt
va Phdp bdo van con nguyén ven, nhat la thoi ky véin ban da dwoc heu truyén. Tuy
nhién, véi Phdt gido, hang Tang bdo khéng con dong nghia véi Phdp bdo khéng
con va dan dén Phdt bdo ciing mat”.

Con mdt vin dé ma theo nhiéu vi dai su thi su chia r& 1a diém chinh 1am cho Phat
gido bi suy yéu. Chiing ta hay ché bai tong phai nay no va cho rang tong cta minh
1a “chinh dao”. “Gido Iy dao Phdt tuy rdang cao siéu, nhwng néu cac hanh gia
khéng chiu trau déi dao dire, thi thét la tii hé. Do d6, méi thdy rang déing Vé
Thirong Sw Phdt ciia chiing ta la dang tén kinh biét bao”.

Lam thé nao dé dao Phat tru:ong ton cung dan toc? Pao Phat trén danh nghia da bj
danh bat ra khoi An Do vao thé ky thir 7, nhu’ng ky thyc tu tudng va tué glac dao
Phat van ton tai viing chai trong truyen théng An Do. Chung ta thiy mot so tu si
céc ton gido khac, hay nhu truyén thong ctia Krisnamurti rat gan v4i dao Phat.

B’su Danglu viét: “Chiing ta can nhitng bdc dao su, nhitng nguoi day cho chiing ta
nam dwge ban than ching ta, nam dwoc hién sinh ching ta, @é réi ching ta cé
duoc swc manh tdm linh va tué giac dé ciru lcfy nhan loai khoi tai hoa lon do chinh
chiing ta gdy nén. Con nguoi phdi dwoc tré vé véi dia vi minh... Van minh ky thudt
la mot sirc manh mir qudng khéng chiu huwéng dan boi mét y thire hé ndo. Van minh
ky thudt dang kéo chiing ta di theo dii chiing ta khéng muén... Biét rang ky thudt



héa doi song thi nhan tinh sé bi mai mot dan dan, nhung khéng thé khong ky thudt
hoa doi Séng. Muén bdo vé dao Phat mét cdach hivu hiéu, méi nguoi Phat tu phai
xdy mot ngoi chua cho chinh ban than minh... Chua o ddy dich thuc la mot ngoi
dai hiing bdo dién, trong d6 nguoi Phdt tir tré vé tim thdy ndi tdm minh”.

Vao thé ky 11, thién su Ngo an day: “Di thdan vi Phdt, di khau vi Phap, di tam vi
Thién”, Gido 1y Tam bao day ngudi chAm dut su truy cau rong rudi bén ngoai va
tro lai voi ngdi chua than, khau, y. Chung ta co thé 1y giai thém ngoi chua 4y 14 noi
“Gi61 dinh hué¢” thay cho “Tham san si” va 1a noi chung ta di¢n kién ban lai dién
muc cua minh.

Néu mdi ngudi 1a mot ngdi chuia thi sy xuat hién trong tinh than Phap Hoa: “Tung
dia diing xuat” s& duoc néu cao. Phat gido sé& trd nén hung thinh. C6 ngudi chat
van: Thé ndo 13 mot nén Phat gido hung thinh? “Co ngudi quan niém thdi Phat
gido hung thinh 14 thoi ky ting lit dong ddo, tu vién nguy nga moc 1én ciing khap,
giao quyén dugc phuc tung tuyét doi, g140 san doi dao... Nhung roi két luan “Mot
su hung thinh nhu trén chi khién cho nguoi ta dén véi Pao Phat vi quyén loi va thé
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luc ...”.

B’Su Danglu cho réng “Thoi dai hung thinh thuc sw la thoi dai trong do nhiéu cao
tang xudt hién, la thoi dai ma trong do van hoc, khoa hoc va nghé thudt tham
nhuan tinh cach nhan ban, ti bi khoan dung va diéu hop cua dao Phat 4 .

Chiing ta biét rang dao Phat 13 dao tinh thirc “gitip ta ¢6 cdi nhin chdn thuc va sing
suot vé thiee tai hién tién, gitip ching ta diéu phuc tdm minh va hieéng dén soi
chiéu nhitng goc khudt tam hon dwéi anh sdng tué gidge”. Co nhu thé mdi cam thay
an lac va tinh tdn gop phan vao sy nghiép chung ctia xa hoi hay cong dong ma
chung ta dang séng vai, sdng cung.

Trong bdi canh xi hoi dang trd nén ngdt ngat vi ngudi ta hanh xir v6i nhau, dung
bao Iyc kha nhiéu, thiéu su binh tinh, ving nu cudi tir tim va anh sang cua 1y tri
hay dung hon ciia tué gidc. Co dé nghi xay dyng nhirng tu vién thanh quy, nhiing
vién Phat hoc 1am noi cho quan ching hoc tap va tu tap, nhung khong dé trong boi
canh Cach mang Cong nghiép 4.0, moi thir déu dang dién ra véi tbe d6 rat nhanh.
Pao Phat y ciing phai truyén ba online va nhitng phuong tién hién dai khac. Céac
tang si nén dan than vao cic hoat dong doan thanh nién Phat tir dé giang giai Phat
phép va cung tham gia nhirng hoat dong thi¢n nguyén. Suy cho cung, do cling la
cach xay dung dao Iy Viét Nam, 1ong nhan tir, su khoan dung, nhan nhin, dic hy
sinh, tam tam quy...



TT Sayadaw U. Sumana noi: “Thieong thi nhitng cha me chi muén con em chim
chi hoc hanh dé tién than va kiém viéc lam tot trong xd hoi. Vi vay, tré em khong
mdy quen thudc véi nhitng 16i giang day cia dire Phit va cdc em nghi rang cdc tu
si chi ¢6 cau an va tung niém ma thoi. Tét ca cdc tu st va cde bac cha me déu nén
danh thoi gian va tai lc dé t6 chive nhitng khéa hoc cudi tuan hau cdc thanh thiéu
nién lheu tam tham gia hon. Khéng quan tam dén day dé gidi tré la chang khdc nao
tiéu diét ré cdy vay”s .

Duy tri ngdi chua trong long minh, vun dap thuong yéu bang nhiing hanh dong
gitip d& nguoi nghéo, thuc hanh nhitng hanh cao quy cua Phat tir theo luc do, song
trong tinh than luc hoa, chung éy du tao nén mot xa hdi thanh binh, quéc gia an
lac. Pao Phat tr¢ thanh 18 song, niém tin bam siu ré bén gbc trong tam.

Vi “thién can von tai long ta” (Nguyén Du). Stic séng Phat gido luén bén bi diéu
ky nhu canh mai trong bai ké cia Man Giac Thién su:

Xuan khw bach hoa lac

Xudn dao bach hoa khai

Su truc nhin tién qua

Ldo tong dau thuwong lai

Mac vi xuan tan hoa lac tan
BPinh tién tac da nhat chi mai.

Xuan rudi tram hoa rung Xuan to1, tram hoa cudi1 Trudc mat viéc di mai Trén dau
gia dén ro61 Pung bao xuan tan hoa rung hét Bém qua, san trudc mot nhanh mai.
Ngo Tat To6 dich6

Hoa né dé roi tan nhung céi suy tan lai khai dau cho mot twong lai méi. Canh mai
con d6 13 hinh twong v6 ngdn ciia niém lac quan vo bién ma tinh tai. Bai ké nay
dugc Thién su Mén Giac doc ltic sip mat khi nguoi goi ching ting vao. Vay thi ¢
bai ké cua Man Giac: viéc hoa tan, hoa nd... viéc chuyén doi troi, tudi gia dén...,
tat ca déu khong co gi dang ban tAm ma nguoc lai 1a phuong tién di dén giac ngo.
Nhung con dé6 mot canh mai tugng trung cho sy sdng van trudng ton. Thinh suy
van dién ra trong mdi qudc gia, trong mdi ton gido, trong mdi doi nguoi, nhung
chung ta hay tin Phat gido van truong ton du ¢6 lic nay lic khic va ciing chua
“lung lay tir 1au” nhu Nguyén Cong Trir ¢6 1an viét: “Co thudng dong hét han sang
xuan”. Hiy d6n chao mua xuan bang niém tin dy!
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