CO PHAI PUC PHAT LA THUONG PE

Buc Phat khdng phai la mot vi Thuong dé, vay thi tai sao gido huan cua Ngai la
mot ton gi&o va tai sao Phat tir ton tho Ngai nhu Thugng de?’

Cau hoi vbn dugc hoi tir nhitng nha hoc gia va nhiing sinh vién méi trong nhitng
nghién ctru Phat giao? Theo thuat ngir Ky thuat thi Ton gido c6 nghia la bét cur duc
tin hay phuong phap tho phuong cua niém tin trong mot thuong dé (nhét than giéo)
hay nhiéu thugng dé (da than giao) nhimg dang da tao ra thé gigi va nhitng dang c6
thé kiém soat moi thir xay ra trong thé gigi. Phat giao khong la mot tén giéo trong
phuong dién nay nhung chung ta ¢ thé thira nhan véi khai niém caa mot ton giao
tuong tu nhu nhitng tén gido khac. Phat gido cling dat sy nhan manh vao cin ban
ciia Niém Tin. Tuy thé, nén thiu hiéu rang Phat gido khong dirng lai & niém tin.
Niém Tin va tué trf 1a cin ban cua Phat gido. Niém Tin, Saddha, thong thuong lién
hé dén sy Giac Ngo cua Bac Phat hay luat nghiép bao chir khéng phai vao mot
Pang Tbi cao. Trén cin ban ndy, mot cach chac chan, hau hét su trinh bay cia Pao
Phat c6 thé duoc xem nhu mot ton gido.



RAi thi phat sinh cau hoi Pao Phat 1a gi? Pao Phat 1a tén duoc dit cho Giéo huan
cta Buc Phat Thich Ca nhung thuong dugc Phat tir goi 1a Phat Phap hay Giéo ly
Pao Phat. Trong khi nhitng nha quan sat Tay phuong c6 thé tranh luan Phat gido
nén duoc xem nhu mot triét hoc hay nhu mot mon tam ly hoc thi ¢é thé ghi nhé
rang gido huan cia Ngai khdng qua khac véi nhitng giéo ly chu yéu cua nhiing tén
gido chinh trén thé gioi.

Ban so Pht gi4o la mot triét ly ung dung. N6 dbi phd véi nhitng van nan cua doi
séng hay kho dau va van dé giai quyét chung nhu thé ndo trong anh sang cua luat
nhan qua. Sau khi Birc Phat nhap niét ban nguoi Phat tir vi sy ton Kinh cua ho voi
Ngai nhu mét vi Thay da chi ra con dudng dé ty giai thoat va ciru do ching sanh
da bat dau ton tho Ngai va Phat gido bat dau duong nhu ¢ nhitng dac tinh ctia mot
ton gido. Piéu ndy co thé 13 xu hudng tén gido cua ban chat con ngudi. Lodi ngudi
thi yéu dudi va luén ludn tim kiém diéu gi d6 siéu ty nhién dé nuong tua. Néu
khong c6 diéu gi loai d6 trong ton gido cta ho, ho s& tudng tugng va nuong tya
vao d6 vao nhitng lic khan cap. Phat gido va nhitng ngudi Phat tir cling khong
ngoai lé.

Duong nhu khong c6 gi ton hai trong viéc tin tuang trong diéu gi d6 siéu nhién khi
ma ngudi tin twong ¢ duoc mot loi ich nao d6 tir d6 mic du loi lac cd thé chi 1a
tam ly. Con ngudi €6 ca cam xUc va tri thdng minh. Mot ton gido nén co diéu gi d6
siéu nhién dé lam hai 10ng cam xuc va diéu gi d6 théng tué hay triét 1y dé 1am hai
long ly tri. Tom lai, ngudi Phat tir ton kinh véi hinh tuong Phat dé té long biét on
va ton kinh nhu mot vi thay I6n hon 13 Thuong dé hay ton tho Ngai nhu mét vi
than thanh.
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e Nhit than gido: mot thuong dé hay mot dang tao hda — nhu Do Thai gido,
Ki T6 gido, Hoi gido,...

e Pa thin gi4o: nhiéu thuong dé hay nhiéu dang tao hda — nhu An Do gido
(Brama, Shiva, Vishnu)

e V0 than gi4o: khong thuong dé hay khong dang tao hda — nhu Phat giéo, Ky
Na gido, Léo gido,...
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WAS THE BUDDHA A GOD?

‘The Buddha was not a God, so why is His teaching a religion and why do
Buddhist worships Him like God? '



The question that often is asked from scholars and new students of Buddhist
studies. According to terminological term Religion means any faith or method of
worship or the belief in a god or gods who made the world and who could control
everything which happens in the world. Buddhism is not religion in this respect but
we can compromise with concept of religion as similar to other religions.
Buddhism also places emphasis on the base of Faith. However, it should be
understood that Buddhism does not stop on faith. Faith and wisdom is the base of
Buddhism. Faith, Saddha, generally refers to the enlightenment of the Buddha and
law of kamma not on a supreme being. On this basis, probably, mostly present
Buddhism can be regarded as a religion.

Then arises a question what is Buddhism? Buddhism is the name given to the
Teaching of Gautama Buddha but usually called by his followers the Buddha
Dhamma or Buddha Sasana (See Q.1 & 2). Whilst Western observers may debate
whether Buddhism should be considered as a philosophy or as a psychology it may
be noted that his teachings are not so different from the primary tenets of the
world’s main religions.

Originally Buddhism was an applied philosophy. It deals with the problems of life
or suffering and how to solve them in the light of the law of cause and effect. After
the passing away (Parinibbana) of the Buddha the Buddhists out of their reverence
to him as a teacher who had shown the path of liberation began to deify him and
Buddhism began to seem to have most characteristics of a religion. This may be
the religious tendency of human nature. Human beings are weak and always look
up to something supernatural for refuge. If there is nothing of the sort in their
religion, they will conceive it and take refuge in it at times of emergency.
Buddhism and Buddbhists are not exception.

There seems to be no damage in believing in something supernatural as long as the
believer get some benefit from it though the benefit may be only psychological.
Man has both emotion and intelligence. A religion should have something
supernatural to satisfy emotion and something intellectual or philosophical to
satisfy reasoning. In conclusion, Buddhists pay respect to the Buddha statue to
show gratitude and venerate him as the great teacher rather than the God or
worship him as a god.
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