Loi toa soan: Sau ngay 30 thang 4 nam 1975, vi khéng thdy cac hoat déng
cua thay Tri Quang nén mot s6 déng ngudi déu tin thdy Thich Tri Quang la
than Céng, dang dugc hudng su uu dai cua chinh quyén Céng san. Nay
nhén dugc ban phong anh td bao New York Times ngay 14-7-1979 noi vé
nha su Thich Tri Quang bi cdm tu trong clii mét nam rudi tai kham Chi Hoa,
ching téi chuyén ngit ban tin nay dé rong dudng du luén. (Ban tin gém cé
ban nguyén géc tiéng Anh va ban phéng anh ctng dudng link dén dén ban
gbéc — Cam on nha van Nguyén Giac Phan Tén Hai da gui cho ban van).

SU THU THACH CUA
MOT NHA SU NOI TIENG O THANH PHO HO CHI MINH
Tac gia James P. Sterba; New York Times ngay 14 thang 7 nam 1979
Tinh Thuy chuyén ngi *

Tanjung Pinang, Indonesia, 12 thdng 7 nam 1979.

Nha su Phét gido ndi tiéng nhat Viét Nam, Thich Tri Quang, da bi trd thanh
mot bo xudng giéng nhu bi bai liét trong moét nam ruGi giam cam tai nha tu
Chi Hoa & thanh phd H6 Chi Minh, theo moét vién cdng su hang dau cua nha
su trén thoat bang thuyén (ra khoi nudc) thang trudc.

Vién cbng su, Thich Thién Quang, cho biét hdm nay trong mét cudc phong
van @ day (thanh ph6 Tanjung Pinang, Indonesia) rang thay Thich Tri Quang,
ngudi da lanh dao cac phong trao chdng lai ché dé cua Ngb Binh Diém va
Nguyén Van Thiéu trong nhitng ndm 1960, “d& dugc nha cdm quyén Cdng
San phong thich ra khéi tu nam 1977 sau khi chan bi bai liét va bay gid phai
ngdi trén xe |an tai chta An Quang. Thay Tri Quang hién nay da 57 tudi.

Theo su Thich Thién Quang, diéu kién nha tu dudi thdi Cong san tirng dudc
ché dd Thiéu goi la chudng cop cd vé gidong nhu la cai cli hay la cai n6i cho
em bé. Su Thién Quang, ngudi cling bi tu hai nam, cho biét thay Tri Quang
bi giam 16 thang trong mot cai cilii giéng nhu quan tai cé 16 (a coffin-like
hole) ma thay khdng thé nao ngdi ddy dugc. Thay dudc cho ra ngoai 15 phit
moi ngay dé giai tda cdng thang va tadm rlra.

Thay va cac nha lanh dao ton gido khac, su Thién Quang cho biét, thudng
xuyén dudc cat téc. Tdc cat, su ndi, dudc cho vao ly nudc, ma ho budc phai
udng.

Khi Ian dau tién tiép can tai moét trai ti nan & day, trén dao Bintan gan
Singapore, su Thién Quang da mién cudng nodi vé viéc 6ng tron khai Viét



Nam hoac ’Iy'/ do cho viéc nay. Nadm 38 tudi, su 1a I&nh dao cép cao th( nhi
cua chua An Quang & thanh phd HO6 Chi Minh, trudc day la Sai Gon.

Dau troc va mac trang phuc choang méau den, nha su td y mudn cé mot cudc
thao luan hém nay (gilfa su’ va nha bao) trudc su chiing ki€n cua cac quan
chirc ti nan qudc té ma khéng cé nhitrng ngudi ti nan khac tham du.

Su ndi réng nhiém vu cua su 1a, dén Hoa Ky va Lién Hop Qudc dé ndi vdi thé
gidi vé culc dan ap ton gido cua Chinh phu Ha N6i, ma su néi, da gay ra mét
sO su tang ni tu thiéu. Su ndi su cling mudn cho thé gidi biét vé nhitng gi su
goi la khai dau cho mét cuéc dau tranh tén gido thdng nhat cua Phat gido,
Cong gido, Tin lanh, Hoa Hao, va Cao bai, cling nhu cac nhdm khang chién
vl trang, chdéng lai nha cam quyén Cong san.

Su Thién Quang cho biét cac nhém tén gido khac nhau da hinh thanh cac
lién két lién lac bi méat va dang té chirc mét cudc ndi day clia ngudi Viét Nam
cho mét cudc ndi ddy vao nam 1981. Trudc dd, cdc nhém béat ddng chinh
ki€n hy vong sé& thanh |&p mét dai phat thanh bi mat d€ gilp cdc nhém té
chic theo dudng day Viét Cong cd.

Mac du nha su ma ho vé thdi gian, cac quan chirc ti nan, mot s6 ngudi co
kinh nghiém trong qua kh( & Viét Nam, da cho biét cac chi ti€t phu hgp vai
cac bédo cdo khac, it dudc biét dén tir ngudi ti nan Viét Nam. Chang han, su
Thién Quang, ngudi vira ra tu ndm 1977, ndi rang mdt cudc bi€u tinh 3.000
ngudi da bi chinh quyén Cong san pha v3 vao thang 3 nam 1978. Sau do¢,
nhitng Phat tlr trung thanh d& trén vé mién néng thén dé tim va lién két vdi
nhiéu nhdm chéng Cong san.

Mac quan ao nhu mot thudng dan, su ndi, su l1én ra khoi chua va di dén Tay
Nguyén, ndi su lién két véi mot nhom du kich vii trang cua Ful Fulro, trong
tuan th ba vao thang Tu nam 1978, chiém dudc Cheo Reo trong mot thdi
gian ngan, thi trdn Montagnard con dudc biét dén vdi tén tiéng Viét la Hau
Bon.

Chién dau gan Ban Mé Thuot

Su Thién Quang cho biét, cudc chién sau dé da n6 ra mét thdi gian ngdn &
phia nam thanh ph6 Ban Mé Thudt, véi nhitng nguGi bd lac trén doi chién
dau vdi binh linh Cong san dia phudng va ti€p theo dd la Su doan 3 BO binh
hay con goi la Su doan Sao Vang. Fulro la mot chudng trinh dudc thuc hién
bdi ché& d6 Thiéu dé td chic cic bd lac trén ddi chéng lai Viét Codng.

Khi dugc hoi nhom chdng Cong san lay vl khi ¢ dau, su Thién Quang cho
biét nhiéu binh si Cong san da tré nén tham nhiing nhu nhitng ngudi linh ché



do Thiéu ma ho thay thé€ va vi vay ho thudng ban vi khi. Néu ban cd vang,
ban cé thé mua bat c th( gi & Viét Nam béy gid, su ndi.

Tai thanh ph6 H6 Chi Minh, su cho biét, cac mang IuGdi ngam hién dang phat
trién vi cadc quan chlic Cdng san tur Ha Ndi da bi dan chidng xa lanh do viéc
ngan cam ton gido, tich thu tai san va buéc moi ngudi phai dén cac vung
kinh té€ mdi & khu vuc n6ng thon. Két qua la, su ndi, cdc nhdm tirng la nhan
vat phan dién dang trd nén thGng nhat véi nhau.

Su Thién Quang cho biét, cac cudc biéu tinh chdng lai Iénh cdm sinh hoat tén
gido da bat dau mot cach nghiém tldc vao nam 1976 khi 12 tang ni Phat gido
tu thiéu dén chét trong mot vu thiéu séng tap thé & thanh phé Can Tha &
dong bang song Clu Long [01]. Trong hai nam qua, su noi, 18 ngudi khac
da thuc hién hanh vi tudng tu chi riéng & thanh ph6é H6 Chi Minh. Lan gan
day nhat, su ndi, la vao thang 3 nay khi mot ni c6 tu thiéu dén chét trudc
mot trai tré mo coi.

Tai chtia An Quang, dugc canh gac bdi nhirng ngusi bao vé cé vii trang, su
cho biét, tin d6 chi dugc phép dén chua hai Ian mét thang. Ngoai thay Tri
Quang, chua chi cé ba nha su dugc ra tu & va ho khéng dudc phép ra khoi
chla. Thay Tri Quang, su ndi, dang c6 gang tap di lai bang nang.

Vao gilra nhitng ndm 1960, sau cudc dao chinh Iat dd ché& d6 Ngd Dinh Diém,
nhirng ngudi theo thay Tri Quang da tim cach loai trir phe dang quan doi
dudi quyén clia tudng Nguyén Cao Ky. Chinh quyén da dap tra, bang cach
bat gilr nhiéu Phat tir 8 Hué va Sai Gon. Thay Tri Quang da tuyét thuc 100
ngay dé phan ddi chinh sach ctia Chinh phu Sai Gon va Hoa Ky, ltic d6 dang
tdng cudng ho trg quan su cho mién Nam Viét Nam.

Bi cam tu vai lan

Nam 1967, Phat Gido dua ra mot Ung cl vién, 6ng Trudng Binh Dzu, trong
cudc bau cir téng thdng dé ddi dau véi tudng Thiéu. Ung ctr vién cua ho da bi
loai trir moét cach thang tay, nhung 6ng ta, cung vdi thay Thich Tri Quang va
mot s6 ngudi chong chinh quyén Thiéu hang dau khac, da bi giam gilt va
thay Tri Quang da bi ché d6 Thiéu cam tu nhiéu lan. [02]

Su Thién Quang cho biét hom nay, 6ng rGi thanh phd H6 Chi Minh vao ngay
3/6 va sau khi nhan dugc su giup dd tir mot chuyén co van tai Na Uy va Hai
quan Singapore, 6ng va 37 ngudi khac trén chiéc thuyén vuot bién, da dén
dao Bintan vao ngay 15 thang Sau.

Khi dudc hdi tai sao Phat t&r An Quang dau tranh chéng Cong san sau khi gay
cho ché& dd Thiéu rat nhiéu rac réi, su Thién Quang noi:



“Dudi thoi Thiéu, chung téi chi phan déi tham nhiing. By gio, dudi chu
nghia Céng sén, chung téi khéng thé tén tai. By gid, ching téi dang chién
dédu cho su’ sébng hodc chét”.

Tac gia: James P. Sterba | Tinh Thuy chuyé&n ng{r *
Chu thich cua ngudi dich:

[01] Tinh trang dan &p buec thiét khién 12 Tang Ni tu thiéu tip thé ngay 2-11
nam 75 tai Thién vién Dugc Su, tinh Can Thd, dudi hang biéu ngit “Chét vinh
haon séng nhuc". Pai dirc Thich Hué Hién dé lai chic thu yéu sach chinh
qguyén Cach mang thuc hién nhan quyén, tu do ton gido, chdm dut dan ap
ton gido. https://www.rfa.org/vietnamese/in depth/scale-of-a-crackdown-
yl-04272015154522.html

[02] Luét su Trudng Dinh Dzu, 55 tudi, la &’ng ci vién Téng Théng VNCH
trong ky bau ct thang 9/1967. La "¢ng cl vién hoa binh", Ong vé nhi trong
cudc tranh ct, sau Téng Thdng Nguyén V&n Thiéu. Sau cudc bau dng bi bat,
bi két toi “cé nhitng hanh dong lam suy yéu tinh than diét Cong san cua
nhan dan” va sau dé bi két an 5 nam tu giam.

[*] Bién tap vién / Thu ky thudng truc ban bién tap Thu Vién Hoa Sen

Ban tiéng Anh
ORDEAL OF A FAMED BUDDHIST IN HO CHI MINH CITY RELATED

By James P. Sterba; Special to The New York Times
e July 14, 1979

TANJUNGPINANG, Indonesia, July 12 — Vietnam's most famous Buddhist
monk, Thich Tri Quang, was turned into a skeleton-like cripple during a year
and a half of solitary confinement in Ho Chi Minh City's Chi HOa prison,
according to a leading subordinate who escaped by. boat last month.

The subordinate, Thich Thien Quang, said today in an interview here that Mr.
Tri Quang, who in the 1960's led moventents against the regimes of Ngo
Dinh Diem and Nguyen Van Thieu, “was released from prison by the
Communists in 1977 after his legs atrophied and was now. confined to a
wheelchair at the An Quang Pagoda. Mr. Tri Quang is now 57 years old.

According to Mr. mien Quang, prison conditions under the Communists made
the Thieu regime's so-called tiger cages seem like playpens. Mr. Thien


https://www.rfa.org/vietnamese/in_depth/scale-of-a-crackdown-yl-04272015154522.html
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Quang, who was also jailed for two years, said Mr. Tri Quang was kept for 16
months in a coffin-like hole in which he could not sit up. He was let out for
15 minutes a day to relieve himself and bathe.

He and other religious leaders, Mr. Thien Quang said, were given haircuts
often. The cut hair, he said, was put in glasses of water, which they were
forced to drink.

When first approached at a refugee camp here, on Bintan Island near
Singapore, Mr. Thien Quang was reluctant to talk about his escape from
Vietnam or the reasons for it. At 38 years of age, he was the No 2 leader of
the An Quang Pagoda in Ho Chi Minh City, formerly ISaigon.

Head shaven and dressed in black clerical garb, the earnest monk agreed to
a discussion today away from other refugees and in the presence of
international refugee officials.

He said his "mission” was to,go to the United States and the United Nations
to tell the world about religious persecution by the Hanoi Government, which
he said had provoked a number of incidents of self-immolation by monks and
nuns. He said he also wanted to let the world know about what he termed
the beginning of a united religious struggle of Viethamese Buddhists,
Catholics, Protestants, Hoa Hao, and Cao Dal, as well as armed resistance
groups, against the Communist rulers.

Mr. Thien Quang said the various religious groups had formed secret
communication links and were organizing disgruntled Vietnamese for an
uprising in 1981. Before that, he said, various dissident groups hope to set
up a clandestine radio station to help the groups organize along lines of the
old Vietcong.

Although the monk was vague about some dates, refugee officials, some
with past experience in Vietnam, said his details conformed to other, less
well-placed reports from Vietnamese refugees. For example, Mr. Thien
Quang, who was released from prison in 1977, said that a protest by 3,000
people was broken up by the Communist authorities in March 1978. After
that, loyal Buddhists fanned out into the countryside to find and link up with
various anti-Communist groups.

Dressed as a civilian, he said, he sneaked out of the pagoda and traveled to
the Central Highlands, where he linked up with an armed group of “Fulro”
montagnard guerrillas who, in the third week in April 1978, briefly occupied
Cheo Reo, a montagnard town also known by the Viethamese name Hau
Bon.



Fighting Near Ban Me Thuot

Mr. Thien Quang said that later fighting erupted briefly south of Ban Me
Thuot, with hill tribesmen battling local Communist soldiers and then the
“Yellow Star” Third Army Division. Fulro was a program carried out by the
Thieu regime to organize hill tribesmen against the Vietcong.

Asked where the anti-Communist group got their weapons, Mr. Thien Quang
said many Communist soldiers had become as corrupt as the Thieu regime
soldiers they replaced and so they often sold weapons. “If you have gold,
you can buy anything in Vietnam now,” he said.

In Ho Chi Minh City, he said, underground networks now flourished because
the administrators from Hanoi had alienated so many people by virtually
eliminating religious freedom, confiscating property, and forcing people to go
to new economic zones in rural areas. As a result, he said, groups that used
to be antagonists were becoming united.

In Ho Chi Minh City, he said, underground networks now flourished because
the administrators from Hanoi had alienated so many people by virtually
eliminating religious freedom, confiscating property, and forcing people to go
to new economic zones in rural areas. As a result, he said, groups that used
to be antagonists were becoming united.

Mr. Thien Quang said that protests against a clampdown on religious
activities began in earnest in 1976 when 12 Buddhist priests and nuns
burned themselves to death in a mass immolation in the Mekong Delta city
of Can Tho. In the last two years, he said, 18 others had committed the
same act in Ho Chi Minh City alone. The latest, he said, was this March when
a nun burned herself to death in front of an orphanage.

At the An Quang Pagoda, he said, worshipers are allowed in only twice a
month. Armed guards surround the pagoda. Besides Mr. Tri Quang, only
three monks have been released from prison and they are not allowed out of
the pagoda. Mr. Tri Quang, he said, is trying to learn to walk again using
crutches.

In the mid-1960's, after a coup had overthrown the Diem regime, Mr. Tri
Quang's followers sought to unseat a military junta under Gen. Nguyen Cao
Ky. The junta struck back, arresting many Buddhists in Hue and Saigon. Mr.
Tri Quang went on a 100-day hunger strike to protest the policies of the
Saigon Government and the United States, which was then increasing its
military support for South Vietnam.



Imprisoned Several Times

In 1967, the Buddhists put up a candidate, Truong Dinh Dzu, in the
presidential elections to oppose General Thieu. Their candidate finished a
strong second, but he, along with Mr. Tri Quang and several other leading
anti-Thieu South Viethamese, was placed in “protective custody.” Mr. Tri
Quang was imprisoned several times by the Thieu regime.

Mr. Thien Quang said today that he left Ho Chi Minh City on June 3 and,
after receiving help for his boat with 37 other people from a Norwegian
freighter and the Singapore Navy, arrived at Bintan Island on June 15.

Asked why the An Quang Buddhists were struggling against the Communists
after causing the Thieu regime so much trouble, Mr. Thien Quang said:

“Under Thieu, we were only protesting corruption. Now, under Communism,
we cannot exist at all. Now we are fighting for life or death.”

https://www.nytimes.com/1979/07/14/archives/ordeal-of-a-famed-
buddhist-in-ho-chi-minh-city-related-fighting.html
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