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HOA KY

PHAT HOC TAI HOA KY

ThS.DD. Thich Chan Phap Cén

(T gidi thi¢u: Ty-kheo Thich Chan Phap Cin, thé danh Lé Dai
Quang, la dé tu xudt gia cta Thién su Thich Nhit Hanh nhung
hién da roi chung Lang Mai. Téc giad m& nhing cau lac bo thién dé
giang day bing tiéng Anh 4 nim cho cic giang vién va sinh vién
trong ba trudng dai hoc ctia Hoa Ky & Florida va California. Hién
tac gia dang hoc Cao hoc Phit gido & Graduate Theological Union
(Berkeley, California). Ngoai ra, tic gid thudng xuyén gidng day
& céc tiéu bang khic 6 Hoa Ky va da giang day ¢ Canada 1S lan
bing tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét. Thién ma Ty-kheo Phap Cin gidng
day dugc ldy tir kinh dién t6i ¢8 Nikaya va A Ham nhu: Kinh Quan
niém hoi thé, Kinh Tit niém xii ... két hgp cung nhiing phuong phap
duong dai cia Tam Iy hoc Tay phuong - linh vic ma tac gid lay bang
Ct Nhan. Tac gia cung la nhac si sang tdc nhiing ban thién ca bang
ca hai ngén ngi Anh, Viét)

Cuéi thé ky XIX (nim 1893), moét hoi thao 16n vé ton gido
(World’s Parliament of Religions) tai thanh phé Chicago da quy tu
nhiéu nhan vt ton gido 16n ctia thé gidi. Trong d6, Phat gido ciing c6
su g6p mit véi mot vai dai dién tiéu biéu: Soyen Shaku (ngusi dugc
xem nhu so t6 thién Nhat Ban & Hoa Ky), Anagarika Dharmapala
(Sri Lanka). Diéu nay da phan nio tao nén nhiing diéu kién thuin
loi dé ngudi My c6 thém su nhat biét vé Phat gido. Tur do, tao nén
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nhting nhan duyén mdi d€ gia tang s6 lugng nhiing ngudi mudn tim
hiéu, hoc hoi va thyc hanh Phét gido tai Hoa Ky.

TOI GIAN LICH SU PHAT HOC HOA KY: MGI ME NHUNG HAO HUNG

Ngudi Tay phuong biét nhiéu vé Phat hoc thong qua cac hoc gia
Nhat Ban va sau d6 1a cac truong dai hoc 6 chau Au c6 nhiéu nghién
ctu vé Phat hoc hiing manh, cht yéu tai: Ptc, Anh va Phap. Tuy ra
doi sau, nhung Phat hoc Hoa Ky da nhanh chéng vuon 1én dé bat
kip va qua mat nhiing qudc gia khdc ca vé s6 lugng truong dai hoc
lan chit lugng hoc thuit. O Hoa Ky, chuong trinh Sau dai hoc dau
tién vé Phat hoc cé mit & the University of Wisconsin-Madision,
vao nam 1961. Bén trudc nim 1978, tai Hoa Ky c6 3 trudng dai
hoc dp dao vé Phat Hoc la: the University of Wisconsin-Madision,
Harvard University, the University of Chicago. Va sau d6, c6 nhiéu
truong dai hoc khac 6 Hoa Ky bit ddu dao tao chuong trinh Phit
hoc. Céc truong dai hoc hang dau hién nay c6 gidng day vé Phat gido
tai Hoa Ky tinh theo djaly tit bd D6ng sang T4y, bao gém: Harvard,
Columbia, Yale, Princeton, Cornell, University of Pennsylvania, the
University of Chicago, UC Berkeley, Stanford, UCLA ... Ngoai ra,
mot s6 trudng daihoc khdc 6 Hoa Ky van gidng day vé Phathocva cé
chétlugng dao tao tot, phai ké dén: Washington, Virginia, Michigan,
Temple, Northwestern, Florida State University, the University of
Florida, Indiana University, the University of Hawaii at Manoa,
the University of Arizona, UC Santa Barbara, the University of
Southern California, the University of Texas at Austin... Bén canh
do6, mot s6 truong dai hoc Phat gido dugc ngudi A chau thanh lap
da dugc chip nhan chét lugng gido duc (accreditation) & Hoa Ky
nhu: Naropa University (Tay Tang), University of the West (Trung
Hoa), Dharma Realm Buddhist University (Trung Hoa) ...

0 BAO NHIEU TRUONG DAO TAO PHAT HOC G HOA KY?

Day 1a ciu hoi tuy dé nhung khé tim dugc ddp ap chinh xdc.
Bai vi chi c6 mot s6 trudng cé dao tao Phat hoc (Buddhist Studies)
nhu: Harvard, Columbia, UC Berkeley... va mét s6 trudng khac
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dao tao vé Phat gido theo huéng Than hoc (Theology, tic 1a hoc
Kinh, Luét, Luan hay c6 thé bao gom Lich st Phat gido, Triét hoc
Phit gido), thi dy, trudng Graduate Theological Union, Institute of
Buddhist Studies... Tuy vdy, mét s6 lugng 1én cac truong cé dao
tao cdc nganh hoc lién quan dén Phat hoc. O nhiing truong nay,
chuong trinh Phat hoc dugc giang day theo mét s6 hudng tiép can
tti: Nhan chtng hoc (Anthropology), Nghién ctu ton gido (Religious
Studies), Xa héi hoc (Sociology), Tam 1y hoc (Psychology), Lich st
(History), Triét hoc (Philosophy), Chinh tri (Politics), Ton gido Ty
gido (Comparative Religion), Nit hoc (Feminist Studies), Khu vuc
hoc (Area Studies), A chau hoc (Asian Studies), Dong A hoc (East
Asian Studies), Nam A hoc (South Asian Studies), Dong Nam A hoc
(Southeast Asian Studies) ...

Danh sach cac truong c6 dao tao Phat hoc va khong dao tao Phat
hoc chua dugc théng ké chinh xac. Gido su Duncan Williams (Tién
s1 Harvard) da liét ké danh séch cic trudng & Hoa Ky c6 dao tao
Phat hoc va tén cdc giang vién giang day'. Tuy vdy, danh sdch nay
van chua trinh bay du tit ca cic trudng. Ly do, c6 mot s6 trudng,
s6 lugng gidng vién giang day Phéit hoc khong nhiéu, chi tir mot
dén vai vi nén khong thé dua vao danh sich nay. Thi dy, trudng
Rollins College (6 Florida) c6 mot giang vién day Phat hocla Mario
D’Amato — vi nay da ldy bang Tién si vé Phat hoc & the University
of Chicago lting danh. Tuy viy, trudng Rollins College khong c6
chuong trinh Sau dai hoc vé Phét hoc hay Tén gido hoc ma chi cé
Ct nhén vé Ton gido va Triét Hoc (Philosophy and Religion) va ct
nhén vé A chau hoc (Asian Studies) nén sinh vién thudng c6 mot
s6 16p hoc vé Phat hoc. Mot vi du khdc, ¢ the University of Florida
c6 mot gidng vién day Phit hoc la Mario Poceski - ngudi da lay Tién
s1 Phit Hoc 6 UCLA ndi tiéng. C)ng day cdp cti nhan, cao hoc va tién
si nhung vi chi c6 mét giang vién Phat hoc (tdt nhién c6 nhiéu giang
vién khédc vé ton gido) nén van cé sy phan van vi khong biét c6 nén dua
trudng nay vao danh sach cic truong cé dao tao vé Phit hoc hay khong?

1. Xin xem ti trang web nay: https://tricycle.org/magazine /where-to-study/


https://tricycle.org/magazine/where-to-study/
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Xin noéi thém, ¢ cdp ct nhén, sinh vién ngoai viéc hoc nhiing
mon bit budc cua chuong trinh dai cuong (general education) va
nhitng mon bit cudc cta chuyén nganh (major) thi con duge ding
ky nhiing mon ty chon va gan nhu dugc lua chon déi véi bat ctmon
hoc nao dugc nha trudng ma 16p. Thi duy, néu hoc chuyén nganh
vé Khoa hoc mdy tinh (Computer Science) thi sinh vién van cé thé
dangky hoc mét s6 mon vé Phit hoc ma khong c6 bat ctt tré ngai gi.
Diéu nay c6 sy khac biét véi sinh vién Bach Khoa ¢ Viét Nam. M6t sinh
vién ctia cic nganh ky thuét hay mdy tinh sé khong c6 cohdi dé hoc vé
nhting mo6n hoc Phét hoc trong chuong trinh bat budc lan ty chon.

KIM TU THAP TRONG GIAO DUC PHAT GIAO: DAY RONG, DiNH CAO

Hé thong gido duc vé Phat gido & Hoa Ky thudng theo kiéu kim
ty thdp véi ddy rong va dinh nhon. Cép ct nhan thuong khong c6
nganh Phéit hoc ma chi c¢6 nganh Tén gido hoc, A chau hoc... noi
sinh vién hoc nhiing mon kha rong c6 lién quan dén Phat gido nhu:
Céc ton gido A chau, Triét hoc ton gido, Nhiing cuc doan trong ton
gido... va mét s6 mon cin ban Phat gido nhu Triét hoc Phat gido,
Dao diic hoc Phit gido... Thong thuong, & cdp hoc nay, gidng vién
khong yéu cau dung ngén ngi khac ngoai tiéng Anh dé hoc Phit
gido. Ngugc lai, 6 trinh d¢ tién si, sinh vién dugc hoc va nghién ctu
sdu vao moét van dé nao do trong Phit gido, thi hau hét ngudi hoc
phai biét t6i thiéu hai dén ba ngén ngt. Thi du, ngudi ngoai qudc,
nhu Viét Nam, da biét tiéng Viét, thi cin du kha nang tiéng Anh va
mot ngoai ngit khic (cé thé hai hoic ba, tuy yéu ciu ting trudng/
khoa) dé hoan thanh chuong trinh tién si.

DAO TAO SAU, RONG KHAC NHAU

Muc do sau (depth) va rong (breadth) trong dao tao Phat hoc
trong cac truong Hoa Ky la khac nhau. Nhu da trinh bay, cdp ctt
nhan thi khd rdng vé Phit hoc con cép tién si lai chuyén sau. Diéu
nay dung trong hau hét tai cac truong c6 day Phit hoc ¢ My. Tuy
vdy, cdp cao hoc lai da dang va khac biét va c6 ba thi du cho cap
hoc nay. Thit nhit, van dao tao téng quat bé rong, the University
of Florida c6 dao tao cao hoc vé ton gido. Ngudi hoc cao hoc & day
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khong nhiing hoc vé Phat hoc ma con ¢ nhiéu 16p hoc vé cic ton
gido hay cac chu dé khac. Béi vi, nhu da trinh bay, & day chi c6 mot
giang vién Phat hoc. Ngudi hoc c6 thé chon huéng nghién ctu dé
lam ludn vin cao hoc véi gan nhu tit ca cac linh vyc vé Phat gido
nhu: Phat gido An Do, Phat gido Nhat Ban, Phat gido Tay Tang,
Phat gido Trung Hoa hay tham chi Phat gido Viét Nam. Do yéu cau
vé ludn van cao hoc truong nay khong chuyén sau nén gido su Mario
Poceski, du chuyén vé Phat hoc Trung Hoa doi Duong, van c6 thé
huéng dan hoc vién thyc hién. Mac du ¢ chuén dau vao, ngudi hoc
khong can c6 ngoai ngti nao khic ngoai tiéng Anh nhung dé hoan tat
chuong trinh hoc, can phai c6 kha nang doc, hiéu it nhat mét ngon
ngt khac, ching han tiéng Phap, Dtic ma khong nhat thiét phai la
ngdn ngit Phét gido (Pali, Sanskrit, Hoa, Nhat, Tay Tang). Thu hai,
trdi ngugc véi tong quét 1a vé bé sau, & Florida State University thi
tuyén sinh ddu vao cao hoc Phét gido yéu cdu ngudsi hoc ngoai tiéng
Anh phai biét du sau vé mdt ngoén ngt Phét gido nhu Tay Tang,
Trung Hoa hay Nhit Ban. Trong qud trinh hoc cao hoc, gan nhu chi
chuyén vé Phit gido ctia qudc gia d6 trong mot khoang gian doan
da dugc xdc dinh sé nghién ctiu, thi dy: Phat Gido Trung Hoa cuéi
dei nha Minh. Tht ba, ndm gitia hai khéc biét trén, tai Graduate
Theological Union cho phép ngudi hoc cao hoc chi hoc mét mén
vé da ton gido va hai mon khac khong lién quan dén ton gido minh
dang hoc; con lai, dugc hoc vé Phét gido rat nhiéu mon. Tuyén sinh
dau vao, khong yéu cau biét ngoai nglt ndo ngoai tiéng Anh.

DAO TAO PHAT HOC G CAP NAO?

Phan 16n Phat Hoc 6 Hoa Ky dugc dao tao & bic Sau dai hoc
(cao hog, tién si). Cip ctt nhan thudng khong cé nganh Phat hoc
(Pai hoc Toronto & Canada c6 dao tao ¢t nhan Phit hoc), chi c6
mot s6 nganh nhu Tén gido (Religion, Religious Studies... ), A chau
hoc (Asian Studies) ... trong d6 c6 day modt s6 mon vé Phat hoc.
Mot s6 trudng dai hoc cdp ci nhén ciing ¢6 nganh phu (minor) vé
Phat hoc. Hién tai, mét s6 dai hoc ¢ Hoa Ky c6 nhan ngudi nghién
cttu hiu tién sivé Phat hoc.
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CAC CHUYEN NGANH CHINH

Bon chuyén nganh chinh cia mot khoa Phat hoc (Buddhist
Studies) & Dai hoc Hoa Ky gém: Phat gido An Do, Phat gido Trung
Hoa, Phat gido Tay Tang va Phat gido Nhat Ban. Bon chuyén nganh
nay thu hut rat nhiéu hoc gia. Chuyén nganh Phat gido Han Qudc
gan day bat dau xudt hién. Phét gido Viét Nam gin nhu khong co;
hoc gia Phat gido Viét Nam rat it.

Tuy védy, Union Theological Seminary, mt truong Than hoc &
New York, lai m¢ Chuong trinh Thich Nhit Hanh cho Phat gido
ddn thin ma trong d6 c6 dao tao cao hoc Than hoc Phit gido va
ddn thin lién ton gido®. Pay la ngdi trudng, Thién su Nhit Hanh
da tiing hoc cao hoc (thién su cing c6 mét bing cao hoc khic &
trudng Columbia University). Hoa Ky 1a d4t nudc véi nhiéu ngusi
dan va lanh dao theo thuyét Duy tim ctia dao Tin Lanh/Thién
Chua nhung ho da cho phép Phit gido mé chuong trinh giang day
vé Thién su Nhit Hanh ¢ mot truong Than hoc c¢é thé manh vé
ton gido ban. Con Viét Nam, liéu c6 thé c6 dugc chuong trinh cao
hoc Phit hoc vé Thién su Nhat Hanh trong Hoc vién Phét gido
Viét Nam tai TP.HCM? Noi ma ngay xua, thién su da la mot trong
nhiing ngudi ddu tién vat va sdng 1ap trudng (véi tén cii 1a Vién Dai
Hoc Van Hanh)? Néu diéu nay xay ra thi d6 that sy 1a mot diéu vo
cung tuyét voi cho chuong trinh gido duc Phit gido tai Viét Nam.

CACNGON NGU PHAT GIAO MANH

Ngudi hoc Phit thudng hoc ngén ngtt Phat gido nhu: Pali, San-
skrit, Han c6, Tay Tang, Nhat Ban... Tuy vay, khong phai ngdi truong
nao c6 giang day Phéit hoc ¢ Hoa Ky cang déu c¢6 du bon chuyén
nganh nhu trém. Trong cdc ngdn ng Phét gido, tiéng Pali la ngdén
ngt it dugc day. Béi vi, theo quan niém cta hoc gid Hoa Ky, ho day
Sanskrit r6i sau vai nim bit d4u vao hoc Pali sé rit dé (ngugc lai,
néu hoc Pali vai nam réi hoc Sanskrit thi gdn nhu hoc lai ngén ngtt

2. Chi tiét xin xem & trang nay: https://utsnyc.edu/life/institutes/buddhism-program/
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mdi)?. Tat nhién, néu mudn hoc Pali truéc khi hoc Sanskrit thi vin
c6 thé tim 16p dang ky hoc néu trudng c6 mé 16p, con khong, thi cd
thé xin hoc kiéu mot kém mot (Special Reading Course). O Institute
of Buddhist Studies, c6 giang vién Diana Clark hay day mot kém
mot cho sinh vién muén hoc ngén ngi Pali. Mot cach khac, vao dip
heé, moét s6 trudng c6 day ngdn ngi Pali*. Néu mudn nghién ciu vé
Phat gido thong qua tiéng Pali thi van c6 gido su c6 thé huéng dan.
Thi dy, Steven Collins & the University of Chicago, Justin McDan-
iel & the University of Pennsylvania...

XU HUGNG LIEN KET, HOP TAC

Mot s6 trudng c6 kha ning lién két véi nhau dé ngudsi hoc dugc
loi lac. Phat Hoc 1a nganh hoc mé&i mé va nhin chung, khi so sdnh
v6i cic ton gido khac hay cac nganh hoc khéc, s6 lugng giang vién
Phat hoc la it 6i. Mt trudng chi ¢ tit mot dén ba giang vién Phat
hoc, trudng nao c6 ti S vi tré 1én da 1a mot con s6 16n°. Thyc hién
phép so sanh, trong mot khoa ctia mét trudng dai hoc, néu cé nhiéu
giang vién cho mot nganh hoc thi sinh vién sé cé c6 nhiéu co hoi
hon trong viéc hoc tip, trao d6i kinh nghiém. Vi thé, d€ nguoi hoc
c6 co hoi hoc hoi véi nhiéu gido su Phat hoc, mdt s6 truong lién
két véi cac truong khic dé€ nguoi hoc c6 thé dén hoc nhing 16p
lién két. Bang viéc hoc lién két, sinh vién c6 thé dén truong doi tac
hoc mét hodc hai hoc ky chinh. Thi dy, hoc vé Phét hoc 6 Graduate
Theological Union (GTU) thi ngudi hoc sé du nhiing 16p Phat hoc
& Institute of Buddhist Studies (dayla trudng thanh vién cia GTU).
Ngudi hoc ¢ GTU c6 thé hoc nhiing 16p 6 UC Berkeley. Va nguoc
lai, ngudi hoc 6 UC Berkeley c6 thé hoc tai nhiing 16p & hai truong

3. O UC Berkeley, gs Alexander Von Rospatt day mon Readings in Indian Buddhist Texts
(Poc: Nhiing van ban Phit gido An Do). Trong 16p nay, gidng vién bao sinh vién, nhiing ngudi
da biét tiéng Sanskrit, hoc van ban bang tiéng Pali. C6 nghia la mot khi da biét Sanskrit thi cé
thé vita doc vira hoc bang Pali - theo cich day kiéu My.

4. O Havard c6 day tiéng Pali vao mua he. Sinh vién & nhiing trudng khdc c6 thé dén
day hoc trong hé: https://hds.harvard.edu/academics/nondegree-programs/summer-lan-
guage-program

5. UC Berkeley c6 sy khdc biét vi c6 dén khoang 15 chuyén gia giang day Phit hoc gém c6
giang vién va nghién cttu sinh hu tién si.


https://hds.harvard.edu/academics/nondegree-programs/summer-language-program
https://hds.harvard.edu/academics/nondegree-programs/summer-language-program
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kia. Hon ntta, ngudi hoc Phit hoc & GTU c6 thé hoc tit mét dén
hai hoc ky 8 Dharma Drum (Pai Loan) hoic Ryukoku University
(Nhat Ban). Ngudi hoc Phat Gido c6 thé nhd sy trg giip tif gidng
vién Phit hoc & mot truong khac huéng dan lam luén vin cao hoc
hay luin 4n tién si néu mudn.

Mot goi y 1a Hoc vién Phat gido Viét Nam tai TP.HCM c6 thé
tim phuong huéng phut hop dé lién két véi Truong Dai hoc Khoa
hoc X4 hoi va Nhan vin (Pai hoc Quéc gia TP.HCM) dé sinh vién
c6 thé dén hoc mét s6 16p cing nhu nhd cdc giang vién & day huéng
dan ludn van va viét thu gidi thiéu néu muon hoc  mot truong khac.
Ly do, truéng nay c6 Trung tim Nghién cttu Tén gido. Va chuong
trinh dao tao ct nhén ton gido hoc day c6 day du, bai ban nhiing
mon hoc vé Nghién ctiu ton Gido mang tinh khoa hoc, khach quan
cao (kiéu outsider)®. Ngudi hoc & Hoc vién Phét gido Viét Nam tai
TP.HCM thudng di vao huéng Than hoc Phat gido (kiéu insider)
nén viéc dugc hoc mét s6 moén c6 tinh khoa hoc, khach quan nhu
trén 1a cin thiét. Hon nia, néu c6 dugc lién két hop tac gitta hai
truong thi ngudi hoc ¢ truong PH KHXH&NV c6 thé dugc tham
gia nhiing 16p Phat hoc 6 HVPGVN tai TP.HCM, do trudng nay
khong cé nhiéu 16p Phét hoc. Tuong ty, HVPGVN tai TP.HCM c6
thé lién két v6i Khoa Ton gido cta truong PH KHXH&NYV thudc
Dai hoc Quéc Ha Noi, vi Khoa Tén gido nay ciing c6 day du, bai
ban nhiing mén hoc vé ton gido’. Hién nay, HVPGVN tai TPHCM

6. Mot s6 ngudi kho o thé tin dugc rang Viét Nam lai cé dugc su dao tao bai ban véinhiéu
mon hoc vé ton gido qua nhiéu hudng ti€p cin khic nhau: Nhip moén ton gido hoc, Phuong
phép nghién cttu ton gido hoc, Lich st cac ton gido 16n tren thé gisi, Triét hoc ton gido, Xa hoi
hoc ton gido, Tam Iy hoc ton gido, Nhin hoc ton gido, My hoc ton gido, Céc hinh théi ton gido trong
lich s, Ton gido va Vin hod, Ton gido va Chinh tri, Ton gido va Khoa hoc, Ton gido va Pao dtc...
Cac mo6n hoc ciia nganh ctt nhén ton gido tai Trung Tam Nghién Cttu Ton Gido xem & déy: http://
tttongiao.hcmussh.eduvn/?Articleld=22af69c9-01de-4252-9730-cd67cf455668

7. Pay 1a thé manh cua lanh dao kiéu ké hoach tép trung vilanh dao c6 tam du quyén dé
thiét ké€ mot vai khoa Ton gido trong mot s6 Pai hoc va moi cic chuyén gia vé giang day nén
tao ra sy tuong d6i dong dao vé giang vién ton gido. Ngugc lai, mot diém yéu cua gido duc Hoa
Ky vé dao tao Phat hoc la céc trudng co su ty quan cao nén néu trudng nao ¢ nhiéu kinh phi
hay mot s6 101 thé nao d6 sé c6 dugc gidng vién Phit hoc cta trudng khéc. Do d6, trong khi hai
DPai hoc Qudc gia ctia Viét Nam c6 vai chuc gidng vién vé ton gido dé x4y dung Khoa Tén gido


http://tttongiao.hcmussh.edu.vn/?ArticleId=22af69c9-01de-4252-9730-cd67cf455668
http://tttongiao.hcmussh.edu.vn/?ArticleId=22af69c9-01de-4252-9730-cd67cf455668
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da c6 su hop tac véi trudng quoc té%, diéu nay rit ding tran trong!
Diylané luclén lao véi bao mo6 hoi cong stic cia Ban lanh dao Hoc
vién. Trong tuong lai, Hoc vién cing nén hop tac véi mot s6 trudng
Phat hoc 6 Hoa Ky dé sau khi hoan thanh chuong trinh ct nhén,
ngudi hoc c6 thé qua Hoa Ky tiép tuc theo dudi chuong trinh cao
hoc. Va tit nhién ring, con cé nhiéu cich hgp tdc khac nia dé cho
nén gido duc Phat gido ngay cang phat trién va l6n manh.

HOC PHI

Hoc phi & Hoa Ky rit cao, c6 thé néi cao hon rdt nhiéu lan khi so
v6i hoc phi ctia nhiing nuéc phit trién khac, thi du, nuée Phap. Hoc
vé Phét hoc néi riéng va Ton gido noi chung, thusng cé s6 lugng
hoc béng hon nhiing nganh STEM (Khoa hoc, Cong nghé, Ky su
va Todn) hay nhém nganh kinh té/kinh doanh. M6t trong céc ly do
1a thu nhép cta nguoi hoc Phat hoc hay Toén gido khong cao so véi
nhting nhém nganh con lai nén déng thué chinh phu thap. Thi dy,
hoc phi cho chuong trinh cao hoc Phat hoc 6 Graduate Theological
Union (GTU) khoang 4S5 ngan d6 la My’. Thong thudng, ngudi hoc
sé dugc nhan hoc béng ban phan, c6 thé 1a 50% hoc phi, rit hiém
c6 truong hop nhin dugc 100% hoc phi. D6 la chua ké dén cac chi
phi danh cho ché 6, an uéng va cac nhu cau sinh hoat ca nhan. Noi
chung, dé c6 thé hoc Phat 6 Hoa Ky 1a v6 cting t6n kém.

Tat nhién, van c6 mot s6 it trudng, cé hoc béng chi tra dua cho
va cd tién an &, sinh hoat cho ngudi hoc cao hoc Phit gido'. Nhin
lai, hoc phi cia HVPGVN tai TP.HCM 1a v6 cung thap cho nguai
hoc. Pugc biét, néu tu si ¢ ndi tra thi khong can hoc phi ma con

bai ban thi mot s6 trudng 6 Hoa Ky - Khoa Tén gido lai khong dong dao gidng vién. Tuy nhién,
& Hoa Ky van c6 nhiéu trudng dao tao bai ban vé ton gido va Viét Nam khong c6 nhiéu trudng
dai hoc c6 dao tao vé ton gido, mic du Viét Nam c6 dén hon 200 Pai hoc.

8. Link nay vé lién két v6i Dai hoc Pong Bang, Han Qudc: http://wwwvbu.eduvn/
vbunews/vbunews-detail/AP-249/HVPGVN-tai-TP-HCM-va-Dai-hoc-Dong-Bang-Han-
Quoc-ky-ket-hop-tac-ve-giao-duc.html

9. Xin xem hoc phi 6 link nay: https://www.gtu.edu/admissions/tuition-financial-aid

10. Thi du la Florida State University c6 mét s6 hoc bong toan phan va c6 ca 15 ngan do
duing cho sinh hoat d6i véi ngudi hoc cao hoc Phit Gido Trung Hoa: https://religion.fsu.edu/
graduate-studies/graduate-fellowships-and-scholarships


http://www.vbu.edu.vn/vbunews/vbunews-detail/AP-249/HVPGVN-tai-TP-HCM-va-Dai-hoc-Dong-Bang-Han-Quoc-ky-ket-hop-tac-ve-giao-duc.html
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http://www.vbu.edu.vn/vbunews/vbunews-detail/AP-249/HVPGVN-tai-TP-HCM-va-Dai-hoc-Dong-Bang-Han-Quoc-ky-ket-hop-tac-ve-giao-duc.html
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dugc cham sdc vé chuyén an 6 cho cdp hoc ctt nhan. Pay la mot nod
lyc v6 cung 16n lao va rdt ddng tran trong ctia Lanh dao Hoc vién''.
Tuy véy, hoc phi cho chuong trinh cao hoc ¢ Hoc vién khoang 24
triéu mot nam, tic 48 triéu cho chuong trinh cao hoc. néu tinh theo
ty 1é thu nhap binh quin ddu nguoi & Viét Nam thi miic hoc phi
nay cang khd cao va chiém ty 1¢ gan nhu bang v6i GTU". Nhu vy,
phai chang trong viéc thu hoc phi cho cao hoc thi HVPGVN tai TP
HCM lai di theo m6 hinh Hoa Ky?*

Thu hoc phi cao - thdp/mién phi déu c6 hai mit. Loiich caa viéc
thu hoc phi thdp/mién hoc phi Ia gitp nhiing ngudi hoc khd nhung
diéu kién kinh t€ con han ché c6 co hdi tiép tuc hoc tip. Nhin rong
ra, mién phi gido duc cic cdp dang dugc thuc hién & phan 16n cac
truong & Duc. Nguogc lai, qua viéc thu hoc phi cao, theo m6 hinh
Hoa Ky, nha trudng sé c6 tai chinh 16n, manh dé hop tic v6i nhiing
giang vién gioi. Hon nita, hoc phi cao tao ra nguén hoc béng doi
dao va doi nga giang vién gioi sé thu hat dugc nhiéu ngusi hoc dén
ti cdc noi trén thé gidi. Dong thoi, co sd vat chat va cdc tién nghi
khdc nhu thu vién, trung tam thé duc thé thao... cing day dt hon
giup ngudi hoc duy tri stic khoe co, tinh than va phat huy t6i da kha
nang tu duy, nghién cttu. Hon nita, do hoc phi cao va c6 hoc bong
nén ngudi hoc phai ludn né lyc hoc tap. Vi mic hoc phi thip, da
phan sé suy nghi rét mon c6 thé hoclai vi hoc phi thap nén nay sinh
tam ly luoi nhdc, xao nhang chuyén hoc hanh. Bén canh d¢, giang
vién dugc tra luong cao nén ho khong phai lam thém, thay vao do,

11. Néu mudn so sanh dé biét hoc phi cdp ctt nhan mot Pai hoc dugc kiém dinh chit
luong nao ctia Hoa Ky, xin ddnh chinh xdc tén trudng vao 6 tréng tai trang web sau. N6 sé dua
ra gid hoc phi cta trudng &y cho mot nam hoc cing mot s6 thong tin vin tit khac vé truong dy:
https://www.collegeboard.org/

12. Cach tinh thi nhét: 48 triéu hoc phi trong 2 nim 6 HVPGVN tai TP.HCM, tuong
duong khoang 2000 d9, thi gia hoc phi thip hon & GTU: 45.000/2.000 = 22,5 (lan). Tuy vay,
v6i cach tinh thit hai: Thu nhép binh quan dau ngudi caa Viét Nam khoang 2500 d6/nam, c6
nghia I hoc phi chiém 2.000/2.500= 0,8. Véi hoc phi cho 2 nim cao hoc Phat hoc 6 GTU la
45 ngan d6 trong khi thu nhép binh quin d4u ngudi Hoa Ky khodng 60 ngan d6, nghia la chiém
ty 1é 45.000/60.000 = 0.75 => ty 1¢ gin nhu bang nhau.

13. Do khong c6 s6 liéu cho hoc phi chuong trinh tién si ¢ HVPGVN tai TP HCM nén
khong so sanh dugc.


https://www.collegeboard.org/
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ho danh thei gian d€ soan bai vd, nghién ctiu nang cao, cap nhat tri
thiic méi... Day la nhing diéu ma mo hinh thu hoc phi thip/mién
hoc phi khong c6 dugc. Tat nhién viéc hoc phi cao chic chdn c6 mit
trai. Thi nhit, ngudi ¢ tai chinh thip thi khong thé theo hoc. (Ho
c6 thé hoc Phat hoc & Dic, thi dy, noi hoc phi hiu nhu mién phi.)
Tht hai, viéc hoc rat dién cing thing vi phai canh tranh véi nhiing
ngudi cung hoc dé dat dugc két qua t6t hon nham 14y hoc béng cao
hon hay it ra cing khong dé giam/mat hoc béng. Piéu nay lam cho
stic khoé co thé 1an tinh than khong 6n dinh."* Hon nia, khd nhiéu
ngudi xudt gia cé diéu kién kinh té rit thadp nén khong du kha ning
dé theo hoc. Dan dén tinh trang, nhiéu khoa Phéat hoc 6 Hoa Ky c6
rdt it hoc vién la tu si Phat gido™.

Chuong trinh tién si vé Phat gido ¢ Hoa Ky, ciing nhu chuong
trinh tién si nhiéu nganh khac, phan I6n thudng c6 hoc bong cap
du hoc phi va mét khoanh kinh phi méi nam danh cho chi tiéu ca
nhan. Nguoi hoc khong phii lo chuyén tai chinh. Tuy véy, ngusi
hoc c6 thé phai trg gidng hay lam viéc gi d6 va c6 cahoc bong du dé
ngudi hoc khong phai ban tam lo ling cic vian dé khidc ma chi can
tap trung vao hoc. Cé trudng dao tao tién si Phat hoc van thu hoc
phi; hoc béng chi du tra mét phan hoc phi va ngudi hoc van tu lo
cic khoan chi tiéu cd nhan.

GIAO TRINH HOC: CAP NHAT VA HAN LAM

Gido trinh Phét hoc thuong dugc cip nhat; thong thuong sé st
dung nhting tai liéu hoc tdp nhu: Sich, tap chi han lam dugc xuat
bén trong vong 10 ndm trd lai. (Tit nhién, c6 tailiéu ci hon ma chua
c6 tai liéu han lam nao thay duogc thi budc phai chon tai liéu ca dé

14. Niam 2018, mét Gido su da chia sé néilép cuia tic gid dang theo hocla c6 mot sinh vién
trong Ky tic x4 da ty tir. Chuyén ty ti trong hoc dudng Hoa Ky thi thodng van xay ra va ap luc
hoc tap, tién bac [a mot trong nhiing nguyén nhén.

15. Viét dén déy, xin tri 4n nhi vi Hoa thugng Tinh Van, sing lap Dai hoc Tay Lai &
California, c6 cdp hoc béng cho tu si Phat gido hoc trong trudng (c6 1€ day la trudng cé nhiéu
tu si Phat gido hoc nhit tai Hoa Ky) va Hoa thugng Thanh Nghiém cé cdp hoc béng cho ngudi
hoc Phit gido Trung Hoa.
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hoc)'®. Diéu nay lam c4c gidng vién phai né luc cap nhit/doc sich
va tai liéu méi. Tac gia cta sdch hay bai bdo nghién ctiu thudng toi
thiéu c6 bang tién si trong linh vic chuyén mén ti' moét ngéi truong
chét lugng thi nhiing tai liéu d6 méi dugc dung dé hoc tép. Cang
nhu thé, nhiing ban dich Kinh, Luat, Luin thuong ti nhiing tic gia
c6 bang tién si & cac truong kha tot trd 1én cung chuyén nganh méi
dugc chip nhan dua vao giang day trong Pai hoc'”. C6 lan, gido su
Phat hoc Mario D’Amato bao chia sé véi tdc gia ring 6ng khong
chdp nhan trich dan ti ngusi du néi tiéng néu nhu ngudi do chua
bang tién si hoac bang tién si xudt phat ti mot ngoi truong khong
nam trong nhting trudng chat lugng cao cta thé gidi. Chang han,
sach cua Thién su Nhiat Hanh hay Dtc Dalai Lama nhin chung
khong dugc trich dan trong viét lach hoc thuat du hai vi nay cuc ky
ndi tiéng. Ly do, Thién su Nhat Hanh tuy c6 nhiéu bing tién si danh
dy nhung chua c6 bang tién si; Dtic Dalai Lama cling vdy, c6 nhiéu
bang tién si danh dy va c6 thé c6 biang tién si nhung & truong chat
lugng khong cao, khong lot top nhiing trudng kha cua thé giGi'®. Su
han lam va tinh c4p nhat cta tai liéu hoc tap trong dao tao Phat hoc
Hoa Ky c6 thé dugc tham khao béi cac truong dao tao Phét hoc
trén thé gidi.

THO1 GIAN DAO TAO

Nhin chung, thei gian dao tao Phat hoc 6 Hoa Ky kha lau. Thong
thuong, chuong trinh cao hoc Phat gido mat khoang hai dén ba nim
dé hoan thanh. Thi dy, chuong trinh Cao Hoc Than hoc Phét gido

16. Khi hoc mén Phit gido Hoa Ky (Buddhism in America), hoc ky mua Xuan 2019, gido
su da phat thoi khod biéu cac bai hoc tit cudi mua dong 2018. Theo lich, sé hoc mét bai bao
dang trén tap chi vao khoang thdng 3 hay 4 nim 2019. N6 ¢6 nghia la trong thoi gian gido su
soan thai khod biéu thi bai bao &y chua dugc xuit ban. Tac gid tri 4n sy tin tuy nghé gido cta vi
gido su nay. Ong da c6 cap nhat nhiing séch mdi, tailiéu han 1am méi cho 16p hoc. Hon thé nita, dng
conlién hé mét s6 hoc gid d€hoi thim ho c6 viét bai nao méi vé chi dé c6 lién quan ma 6ng sip day
khong, néu ngusi dé tra 16i khoang thoi gian dugc cong bé thi 6ng sé dién vao lich hoc.

17. Vi du Kinh Phdp Hoa c6 nhiéu ban dich ra Anh ngtt nhung khi téc gid hoc thi gido su day
Lisa Grumbach - ban dich ctia Burton Watson, ngui da c6 bang tién si & Pai hoc Columbia.

18. T4t nhién la néu nghién ctiu vé chinh Thién su Nhit Hanh hay Dtic Dalai Lama thi c6
thé trich dan sich caa quy ngai.
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va ddn than lién ton gido & Union Theological Seminary, da trinh
bay & trén, thi mat ba nim cho chuong trinh dao tao' va chuong
trinh cao hoc Phét gido dinh huéng nghién cttu (dé sau nay 1én tién
s1) mét khoang hai nim. T4t nhién, ¢4 ngoai 1¢: vi c6 chuong trinh
chi kéo dai trong mét nim* nhung dang mét nam khong nhiéu.

Thoi gian hoan thanh chuong trinh tién si Phat hoc lau hon va
tuy truong, cé thé tit nim dén bay nam*. Cé truong con dua ra
thoi gian hoc tién si Phat hoc trong vong bay nam** nhung c6 thé
ngudi hoc phai mét nhiéu thai gian hon méi ra trudng duge. O chau
Ay, ciing nhu nhiéu noi khéc, dao tao Phat hoc c6 phan it thoi gian
hon. Dic biét 1a chuong trinh tién si c6 thé mat chi mat ba nim
theo khung dao tao*. Xét vé thoi gian, Hong Kong c6 thé dang theo
dinh huéng chuong trinh ctia Anh, Singapore c6 sy két hgp gitta
mo hinh Anh va Hoa Ky trong dao tao Phat hoc**. Thoi gian t6i da
nha truéng yéu ciu hoan thanh chuong trinh tién si kha khac nhau
¢ moi truong. Thi dy, & Dai hoc Pennsylvania (Hoa Ky) 1a musi
nim?, con & Oxford (Anh) 1a bén nim, c6 thé gia han thém hai
nam la téng cong sdu nim**. Thoi gian dao tao tién si s HVPGVN

19. Xin xem chi tiét chuong trinh cao hoc nay tai day: https://utsnyc.edu/life/institutes/
buddhism-program/

20. O the University of Chicago c6 ba chuong trinh cao hoc Phit hoc khéc nhau. Thoi gian
dao tao cing khéc nhau: ¢ chuong trinh ba nam, c6 chuong trinh hai nam, chuong trinh mot
nam thi xem & déy: https://voices.uchicago.edu/divadmit/amrs-2/

21. Thi dy, thei gian trung binh hoan thanh tién si ¢ Graduate Theological Union la nim
dén bay nam: https://www.gtu.edu/academics/doctoral-program/phd-faq

22. UC Berkeley c6 dao tao tién si Phit Hoc trong mudi bén hoc ki (bay nim). Ngudi
dugc nhén vao hoc thudng cé bang cao hoc trudc. Xin xem link nay: https://buddhiststudies.
berkeley.edu/buddhist-studies/graduate-studies-cbs

23. Pai hoc Oxford bén Anh c6 chuong trinh tién sivé Than hoc va Ton gido trong 3 nim:
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/courses/dphil-theology-and-religion?wssl=1

24. Gs Jack Chia 6 PHQG Singapore c6 chia sé véi tac gid raing DH noi 6ng day yéu ciu
thoi gian hoc tién si (Lich st Phét gido) khoing bén dén nim nim. Ong bao thém, Singapore
14y trung binh gitia thoi gian dao tao bén Anh va My.

2S. Xin xem linh nay: https://www.sas.upenn.edu/religious_studies/graduate/require-
ments

26. Xin xem link nay: https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/guidance/graduate/re-
search/submission?wssl=1


https://utsnyc.edu/life/institutes/buddhism-program/
https://utsnyc.edu/life/institutes/buddhism-program/
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tai TP.HCM t6i thiéu 1a 3 nam, t6i da Ia 6 nim?’. C6 vé Hoc vién
hoc tap tit mé hinh chau Au vé vin dé nay?

TiNH QUOC TE

Sinh Vién va gidng vién & cidc Dai hoc gidng day Phit gido tai
Hoa Ky dén ttt chinh quéc gia ctia ho va nhiéu nuéc trén thé gidi.
Ngon ngt giang day chinh la tiéng Anh.

THOAT THAI PHAT HOC

Tuy sinh sau dé muon, Phit hoc Hoa Ky da bat ddu vuon 1én
dan dau thé gidi vé s6 lugng lan chit lugng. Hon ntia, da c6 mot
s6 chuong trinh dao tao dan thoat ra khai cai bong ton gido véi hy
vong dua ing dung Phit gido vao xa hoi Hoa Ky va thé giéi. Thi dy,
chuong trinh cao Hoc vé Chénh niém hoc (Mindfulness Studies) &
Leslie University, cao hoc vé Tu vdn tdm ly dva trén chanh niém
(Mindfulness-Based Counseling Psychology) & Naropa University,
chuong trinh tién Si vé Tam ly hoc va Thién (Meditation and
Psychology) & Dai hoc Palo Alto... Tuy viy, nhiing chuong trinh
maimé, it 6i nay lai chua dugec mé ¢ nhiing trudng dai hoc hang dau
(Pai hoc Oxford liing danh ctia Anh ¢6 mé chuong trinh cao hoc
vé Tam ly hoc nhan thic dya trén chdnh niém (Mindfulness-Based
Cognitive Therapy)).

SO LUGNG HOC GIA PHAT HOC HOA KY HIEN KHA NHIEU
Khong biét c6 phai dang bat dau c6 sukhung hoang thira nhe hay

khong vi hién nay moét s6 tién si Phat hoc dang tiép tuc nghién ctu
héu tién si. Mot gido su dang nghién cttu hdu tién si 6 UC Berkeley
chia sé véi tac gid ring thoi gian nay xin viéc giang day vé Phithoc ¢
mot Pai hoc Hoa Ky khong dé. Cé thé day cang la moét diém trong
btic tranh chung ¢ Hoa Ky dang khung hoang thua tién si trong
nhiéu nganh*®. Tdt nhién, nhtng tién si Phit hoc nay xin viéc § nudc

27. Xin xem link nay: http://wwwybu.eduvn/vbunews/vbunews-detail/NP-282/TP-
HCM:-Khai-giang-chuong-trinh-dao-tao-tien-si-Phat-hoc.html

28. Gido su Nguyén Vin Tudn c6 viét bai vé vin dé khung hoang thua tién si &
Hoa Ky: https://dantri.com.vn/giao-duc-khuyen-hoc/tien-si-xu-nguoi-thua-xu-ta-


http://www.vbu.edu.vn/vbunews/vbunews-detail/NP-282/TP-HCM:-Khai-giang-chuong-trinh-dao-tao-tien-si-Phat-hoc.html
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khdc cting c6 thé dugc.
TRONG DUNG?

Nhiéu truong dai hoc ¢ Hoa Ky c6 chit lugng dao tao rit tét,
dung trong top dau thé gisi, mot s6 tri thic Phat gido Viét Nam hoc
& Hoa Ky da tré thanh nhiing nhén vat quan trong cta Phat gido
nuéc nha nhu: Hoa thugng Thich Chon Thién, Gido su Lé Manh
That, Thién su Thich Nhit Hanh... O PHQG Singapore, c6 Gido
su Jack Chia, tién si & Cornell, hau tién si 6 UC Berkeley dang giang
day Phat hoc. O City University of Hong Kong, Gio st Thomas
Patton, tién si 6 Cornell dang gidng day Phat Hoc. Hai vi du nay cho
thdy, viéc khung hoang thtra tién si Phat hoc ¢ Hoa Ky va ché d¢ dai
ngo nhén tai hgp ly ¢ Singapore va Hong Kong lam cho hai noi nay
thu hat va gi@ chan dugc tri thic Phét gido.

Dao Phit dén Hoa Ky méi chi ti gitta thé ky XIX; Phat hoc Hoa
Ky c6 thé néi chi xuit hién hon ntra thé ky nhung da dao tao ra mét
doi nga tri thic hing hdu. Mot dit nudc véi gan 2.000 nam lich st
Phat gido nhu Viét Nam da thu hut dugc nhiéu hoc gia Phat gido
ngang tdm qudc té vé nudc giang day. Tha d6 Ha Noi, 1.000 nim van
hién cin c6 it nhat muoi hoc gia Phat hoc tot nghiép tién si & nhiing
truong hang dau thé gidi vé dé€ cong hién. Diéu nay cting can lim &
TP.HCM, Hué cting nhu nhiéu tinh thanh khic. Néu HVPGVN tai
TP.HCM c6 thé tra luong du cao va cac dai ngd, trong dung nhan
tai hao phéng va nhiing co ché thong thoang... c6 thé thu hat tri
thic Phat hoc dugc dao tao & Hoa Ky vé giang day, cong hién. Diéu
nay can 1 trinh, nhiét huyét, su hy sinh va nhiéu yéu t6 khac. Liéu
rang, diéu nay sé xay ra trong thoi gian t6i? Viéc trong dung nhan
tai Phét gido da c6 ¢ nudc ta hang ngan nim trudc. Mot thi du dién
hinh, dang kinh ngac cho sy trong dung nhan tai Phat gido ti chinh
quyén la truong hop vua Ly Thanh Tong sang suét da dua mot tu
nhén bit dugc tén la Thio Puong, ngusi nudc ngoai, Ién lam qudc
su...

thieu-1413204259.htm
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GO1Y DE KET THOC

Bai viét nay chia sé doi diéu vé Phat hoc Hoa Ky va doéi chut
lién hé v6i HVPGVN tai TP.HCM. Trong tuong lai, nén c6 bai so
sanh vé ba trudng c6 dao tao Phit hoc 6 Hoa Ky (vi sy da dang nén
cén it nhit ba bai) v6i HVPGVN tai TP.HCM. Mot so sénh gitia
HVPGVN tai TP HCM véi ba truong cé dao tao Phat hoc ¢ chau
Au (tai Anh, Dtic va Phap) ciing nén thuc hién. Va diéu tuong tu véi
ba truong Phiat Hoc Nhat Ban.

kKK



