VUQT TREN CA CHU THIEN
Bhikkhu Bodhi
Nguyén Thuong Tam dich

L&i Ngwoi Dich: Phat gidao khong cong nhan c6 mot Dang Thwong Dé Sang Tao, tiéng Anh 1a
The Creator God va thwdng goi tat 1a God. Céac tén gido ddc than tin rang vii tru va nhan loai
sinh ra tr mot Dang Sang Tao, mot thoi xwa ¢ dwoc hinh dung nhw 1a mét 6ng gia toc bac rau
dai da sanh ra con ngudi theo md hinh Thwong Dé. Khi khoa hoc cho biét khong thé cé mot vi
nhw thé, cac ly thuyét gia ddc than mai x6a hinh anh rau dai téc bac va dién gidi Thwong Dé
Sang Tao nhw mét dinh luat da sanh ra loai ngudi va quan phong cho khép thé gi¢i. Mot sb ton
gido Tay phwong con ddng nhat khai niém Phat Tanh (Buddha-nature) véi Dang Sang Tao
trong khi chiéu du Phat tt& cai dao. Thwc ra, Phat Tanh khéng hé sanh ra gi hét, vi khéng hé cé
mot nguyén ly duy nhét bao gid, va tat ca nhirng gi ching ta nhin thay chi la cac phap sanh
khai theo luat Duyén Khdi; hé dd duyén thi sanh, hét duyén thi bién mat. B&i vay, méi noi Phat
Tanh vén thuye 1a V6 Ty Tanh.

Ciing nhw chang ta n6i gao sanh ra com. Néi thé la theo théi quen. Vi phai cé di duyén, maéi
nau dwoc gao thanh com. Néu khéng cti, khéng Itra, khdng nwéc, gao sé khong thanh com
dwoc. ay neu khong da cui, khong du Itra, khdng du nuwére, gao ciing sé khong thanh com. Do
vay, khong thé néi rang gao sanh ra com. Cac phap sé theo nghiép dan t&i, hé dd duyén Ia
sanh ra, trwdng dwdng, bién dj réi doan diét.

Phat Tanh con dwoc du nhw tAm guong tron sang clia tam: canh hién ra, bién dbi va réi bién
mat. Cling dwoc vi nhw nwéc: bot séng hién ra, tréi néi va roi tan vé vé lai nwéc. Do vay, Phat
Tanh khéng sanh ra bat ky phap nao hét, vi trwdc hét va sau cung, Phat Tanh van bat dong
nhw tanh cldia gwong, nhw tanh cla nuwéc.

Khai niém Phat Tanh cé thé hinh dung tir mét sé kinh Pali.

Nhw trong Pabhassara Sutta (AN 1.49-52):

"Chu tang, choi sang la tam nay. Va tam nay bi 6 nhiém tir ngoai bam t&i. Ngudi khéng duoc
hoc chanh phap khong chirng ngd dwoc rang tam nay thire sy hién hivu, do la ly do tai ta noi
v&i chw tang rang -- d6i véi ngudi khdng duoc hoc chanh phap, khéng hé cé tang thuwong cla
tam." (1)

Hay nhw trong Tang Chi B9. ltivuttaka: The Group of Twos.

DPwrc Phat néi: "Chu tang, c6 mot phap khdng hé sanh ra, khéng hé tré thanh, khdng hé duoc
tao tac, khong hé bj théu dét. Néu khéng c6 phap dé -- bat sanh, bat bién, bt tac, bat nhiéu --
khéng thé nao dat dwocsy gidi thoat ra khdi cai sanh ra, céi tré thanh, cai duoc tao tac, cai bi
théu dét." (2)

Vén dé co thé sang t6 hon qua bai viét “Beyond the Gods” clia nha sw Bhikkhu Bodhi dang trén
&n ban gidy cla tap chi Inquiring Mind, Muia Thu 2013, sb dac biét cht dé “The God Issue,” v&i

nhiéu hoc gid goép bai. Bai nay hién chwa thdy dwa Ién mang tap chi nay (inquiringmind.com).

Theo tap chi nay gi&i thiéu vé tac gid: Nha sw Bhikkhu Bodhi la mét vi sw Theravada tir nam
1971. La mét dich gia Kinh Tang Pali sang tiéeng Anh, sw cw ngu va giang day & Chuang Yen tai
Carmel, New York. Suv la nha sang lap va la Chu tich hoi tir thién Buddhist Global Relief.

Tt ca cac ghi chu trong ban Viét dich la cua dich gia Nguyén Thuwéng Tam dé giap cac doc gia
muodn doc thém. Chir Gods (s0 nhiéu, cé s) trong twa dé “Beyond the Gods” Ia néi vé Chuw



Thién, cac vi & cdi troi. Chlr God (khéng cé s), tuy van pham
'HE GOD ISSUE trong cau, C(')’khi c6 nghia la mét vi ¢cdi trdi, co khi cé nghia
la Thwong Bé Sang Tao. Ban dich nhw sau.

*

Trong van hoc phd bién vé Phat gido, ngudi ta thuong noi
rang Duc Phat khdng tra 1oi cac cau hoi vé hién hiru va ban
chat cua Thuong Dé, bai vi Buc Phat dwoc suy dién 1a nhiing
cau hoi nay khéng thé tra 11, hay khdng dinh déang gi tai viéc
thang tién c& nhan. Tuy nhién, trai nghich vai nhitng suy
doan do, cac bai kinh do Puc Phat thuyét ¢4 mot cach tuyét
hao néu rd viéc bac bo chu nghia nhat than, bac bo ly thuyét
rang vii try duoc tao ra va duoc cai tri bai mot dang tdi cao.
@ mavmmcumo Trong khi cac bai kinh xac dinh chung véi chu nghia nhat
than rang can c6 mot trat ty dao duc khach quan, cac bai kinh
xem khai niém vé mot Bang Sang Tao toan nang va toan tri 1a mot quan diém sai 1am, khaoi 18n
tir kién thuc sai lam.

Duic Phat bac bo nhu cau mot dang thuong dé sang tao, bai vi trong vii try quan cia Buc Phat, vi
tru khong phai 1a mot tao vat c6 khoi dau va cé chung két. Tur quan diém caa Buc Phat, ching
sinh da di tr ¢di nay toi cbi khac qua dong thoi gian khdng c6 khai dau, chiu tai sanh theo
nghiép cua ho. Tién trinh nay dién ra mot cach tu dong, khdng can toi mot dang cai tri bén ngoai
nao.

Tuy nhién, trong khi bac bo cac dao nhat than, vii try dudi quan diém Phat Gido bao géom nhiéu
ching sinh siéu ding, c6 nhitng pham chat ma ching ta goi la than linh, hay chu thién. Trén cdi
nguoi 1a cbi chu thién devas, nhirng ching sinh ¢6 than anh sang, c6 mot mac do than lyc, vé
dep va hanh phic vuot xa cdi nguoi chidng ta. Cao hon, la cdi chu thién brahmas, nhirng siéu
than linh cu ngu & trang thai tham sau hanh phic va binh ling, duoc tai sanh noi day nho két qua
tu thién khi con ¢ ¢8i ngudi. Tho mang cua céc ching sinh ndy vuot xa ching ta, tir hang tram
ngan nam cho téi hang ngan chu ky thé gigi nay. Tuy nhién, hét nhu tat ca cac phap sanh diét,
ngay ca cac ching sinh than linh nay ciing vo thuong, s& chét khi nghiép cua ho da man.

Vj tri cao nhat trong céc than linh dwoc goi 12 Mahabrahma, Dai Pham Thién, duoc vi tri nay nho
cac cong duc siéu dang co tir cac kiép qué khtr, hau hét 1a khi con mang than nguoi. Pai Pham
Thién 1a mot hinh tugng Phat gi4o tuong duong nhu Thuong Dé cua cac ton gido nhat than,
nhung khong phai la dang sang tao toan nang cua vii try. Vi ¢ tho mang lau dai, Dai Pham
Thién c6 khuynh huéng tu xung 1a ké sang tao nhu thé, nhung theo Phat gido quan, 1oi tu xung
do la hu vong.

Nhiéu bai Kinh Phat c6 y 16t bé hu vong dd, doi khi véi tinh bi hai chi trich. Trong kinh
Brahmajala Sutta (DN 1) (3), buc Phat khao sat 62 quan diém vé nguyén khai va van ménh vé
thé gioi, trong do co niém tin vé mot thuong dé sang tao. Theo kinh nay, vao ldc khai dau mot
chu ky thé gigi mai, Pai Pham Thién 13 ching sanh dau tién tai xuat hién. Thiy minh dung mot
minh, va cam thay minh toi nghiép vi cd don, Pai Pham Thién méi khoi tam, “Phai chi c6 nhiing
ching sinh khac t6i day!” Tuc khic, xuyén qua nghiép da chin, cac chiing sanh khac tai xuét



hién. Pham Thién méi tuyén bé: Ta la Pang Cao Quy, Bang Sang Tao, Dang Toan Nang, Ia Cha
cua tat ca ching sanh.”

Va rdi cac ching sanh mai tai sanh, thay rang Pham Thién c6 trudc ho, méi chap nhan vi do 1a
ké sang tao ra ho. Nhung Buc Phat, vai cai nhin xuyén vo tan chu ky thé gioi, biét ring Pham
Thién chi don gian 1a mét ching sanh chua giac ngo -- tho mang lau dai, phudéc 16n, va nhiéu
quyén lec, nhung van con bi ket trong vong sanh tir.

Doi khi Birc Phat dich than tham mot cdi troi dé g& a0 vong cho Pham Thién. Trong mét truong
hop nhu thé & Trung Bo Kinh (MN 49) (4), Pham Thién tuyén xung “quan diém tai hai” rang
cBi caa Pham Thién 1a thuong hang va vinh ciu. Biét c6 chuyén tuyén xung nhu thé, Bic Phat
méi téi tham, phan bac quan diém Pham Thién 1 da “chim ddm vao v minh” va hang phuc
Pham Thién trong cudc thi vé than thong.

Trong mot truong hgp khéc, ¢ Kinh Tuong Ung (SN 6:5) (5), khi Pham Thién khoe khoang vé
vé sang ruc r& cua cdi vi nay, Buc Phat va bon dé tor A La Han téi tham, va chiéu ra ér]h sang
con ruc r& hon anh sang Pham Thién. Than thong nay budc Pham Thién tu bo quan diém la dang
vinh hang.

Kinh Kevatta Sutta (6) ké v& mot vi su, trong khi ngdi thién, vi su ndy suy nghi, “Noi nao tt dai
di d4u, sau khi bién diét hoan toan?” Str dung than thng, vi su bay tgi nhitng tang troi cao dé
tim cau tra 101, déu khéng thay cau tra 1oi. Téi tan clng, su nay gap Pham Thién, ké tu khoe 1a
“Pang Sang Tao, Pang Tao Hoa toan niang” nhung Pham Thién van tranh né cau hoi nay. Tuy
nhién, nha su nay nai ni cho t&i khi Pham Thién phai tht nhan 1 khéng biét, va yéu cau nha su
vé lai dia cau dé hoi ngudi duy nhat c6 thé tra 16i, d6 1a Bac Phat.

Chtic nang sang thé ma cac dao nhat than cho 1a cia Bang Thuong Dé tro thanh du thira dbi voi
Phat gi4o, vi nguyén tic duyén khai x6a bo nhu cau mot dang sang tao. Bac Phat giai thich rang
“nguyén khoi thé gi¢i” nhu 1a chudi sang tao mién vién noi trong tirng khoanh khac ching ta tu
thanh tyu chinh minh, cht khéng phai nhu mét sy kién xay ra trong thoi gian. Thé gisi, su khai
sanh cta no, su doan diét cua nd va cach din téi doan diét xuat hién khéng & dau hét, ma la trong
“tam than 6-feet nay vai thirc va tdm” (AN 4:45) (7). Vi vd minh va tham &i, ching at cir mién
vién sanh vao thé giéi nay, va nho thang vurot vo minh va tham &i, ching ta c6 thé mang thé gioi
téi chd doan diét.

Puc Phat nhin thiy cac ton gido nhat than, it nhat trong cac hinh thirc cyc doan cia cac ton giéo
nay, nhu mét doi nghich tiém nang vai dao dirc. Bac Phat cho rang néu Thuong E 1a nguyén
nhan moi séng tao, dang d6 ciing phai chiu trach nhiém cho moi hanh vi cua nhan loai; do vay,
khi nhan loai giét nguoi, trom cip va lam céc dleu xau ac khac, trong toi 16 tan cung phai quy vé
Thuong Pé Sang Tao (AN 3:61) (8). Nguoi ta cau nguyén Thuong De Vi niém tin rang Thuong
Dé c6 thé x06a toi cho ho, va ban ting ho doi séng than linh, nhung néu chuyén dé co thé xay ra,
dao duc s& khong can thiét.

Buc Phat 1y luan rang néu c6 ai lam 4c va tin rang y ¢6 thé duoc ciru rdi nho cau nguyén, ké d6
c6 thé ciing tin rang loi cau nguyén co thé nang mot tang da Ién tr day h va dua da nay 1én mat
dat. Buc Phat néi rang nhitng ai mudn doi song & cdi troi phai theo con duong dan téi cdi troi: tu



hanh bo thi, song doi dao duc va phat trién tam thac. Nhing ai song duoc nhu thé s& khang can
gi tai ca chu thién va kinh cau, vi ho sé tai sanh vao cdi troi chac chan nhu dau d6 ra ho nudc sé
noi trén mat ho. (SN 42:6) (9).

DE béc bo ¥ tudng vé mot thuong dé séng tao, cac ban kinh di khi sir dung téi 1oi cau xin thiét
tha thay vi ly luan nghiém tdc. Thi dy, Kinh Tien Than buc Phat, trong Bhuridatta Jataka (10),
da phan bac niem tin vao mét dang thuong dé sang tao, ké lam day thé gi¢i nhitng tham hoa va
dau kho:

Ai c6 mit ciing thay nhitng canh bénh hoan:;

Tai sao Pham Thién khong lam céng chinh cho tao vat caa 6ng?
Néu quyén luc toan nang caa Pham Thién vo gigi han,

Tai sao lai hiém khi tho tay ra ban an phuéc?

Tai sao tat ca tao vat cia Pham Thién phai chiju dau kho?

Tai sao Pham Thién khdng ban hanh phuc cho tat ca?

Mot Iy luan manh cho niém tin vao Dang Sang Tao la khat vong bat tir vuot qua dau kho va dau
dén. Phat gido khong hira hen sy bét tir c& nhan trén thién dang nhu muc tiéu téi hau, nhung cé
hira mot ¢bi tam trén cac cbi troi xa khoi dau kho cdi nguoi; diéu nay cé thé dat duoc nho thién
dinh va hanh vi d@&c hanh, dac biét cong trd vai Pham Thién xuyén qua Tu V6 Lugng Tam: tur bi
hy xa vo luong (MN 99) (11). Tuy nhién, myc dich t6i hau cua Phat gido khdng phai la doi song
trén cdi troi, nhung 1a dé dat niét ban, mot trang thai giai thoat cao nhét, vuot ra ngoai vong sanh
tar. Didu ndy mot 1an nira doi nd lec cua ngudi tu phai thuc tap Bat Chanh Pao vai tu hoc vé gidi,
dinh va hué.

Niém tin vao Thuong Dé Sang Tao mot phan thdc day béi nhu cau the phuong mét hitu thé, ke
biéu tugng pham chat cao nhat ma tam tri chling ta 6 thé hinh dung toi. Phat giéo ciing khang
dinh thlc giuc d6, nhu thiy trong cac nghi 18 hang ngay trong céc ty vién va chu ky hang nam
cua doi sdng Phat gido. Tuy nhién, Phat giao khdng tim muc tiéu tho phuong hinh anh mot
thuong dé sang tao, nhung chinh 12 tdn kinh Btc Phat -- hién than téi thuong cua thanh tinh, tri
tug, yéu thuong va tir bi. Nhu thé, trong khi céac bai kinh bac bo khéi niém thuong dé sang tao,
cac ban kinh ca ngoi Buc Phat nhu 13 “vi dao su cua cac cdi troi va nguoi,” nhu mot vi thay chi
duong cho ngay ca cac vi troi tim toi sy giai thoét ti hau va phudc tri vo cing.

GHI CHU CUA DICH GIA NGUYEN THUONG TAM:

(1) Pabhassara Sutta: "Luminous, monks, is the mind. And it is defiled by incoming
defilements. The uninstructed run-of-the-mill person doesn't discern that as it actually is present,
which is why 1 tell you that — for the uninstructed run-of-the-mill person — there is no
development of the mind." (link:
http://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/an/an01/an01.049.than.html)

(2) "There is, monks, an unborn — unbecome — unmade — unfabricated. If there were not that
unborn — unbecome — unmade — unfabricated, there would not be the case that emancipation
from the born — become — made — fabricated would be discerned.”


http://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/an/an01/an01.049.than.html

(Link: http://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/kn/iti/iti.2.028-049.than.html)

(3) Ban Anh van: http://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/dn/dn.01.0.bodh.html
Ban Viét ngir, Truong Bo Kinh - Kinh Pham Vang: http://thuvienhoasen.org/p15a210/1-kinh-
pham-vong-brahmajala-sutta

(4) Ban Anh van: http://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/mn/mn.049.than.html
Ban Vi¢t ngir, Trung B Kinh 49, Kinh Pham Thién cau thinh:
http://thuvienhoasen.org/p15a868/49-kinh-pham-thien-cau-thinh-brahmanimantanika-sutta

(5) Ban Anh van: Apara Ditthi Sutta -- http://tipitaka.wikia.com/wiki/Apara_Ditthi_Sutta
Ban Viét ngit: Kinh Tuong Ung, Chuong 6 - V. Ta Kién Khac (S.i.144) --
http://thuvienhoasen.org/p15a614/06-chuong-vi-tuong-ung-pham-thien

(6) Ban Anh van - http://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/dn/dn.11.0.than.html
Ban Viét ngilt. Kinh Truong Bo. Kinh Kevaddha (Kién Co) - http://thuvienhoasen.org/a220/11-
kinh-kevaddha-kien-co-kevaddha-sutta

(7) Ban Anh van. Rohitassa Sutta -
http://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/an/an04/an04.045.than.html

Ban Viét ngir: Kinh Tang Chi Bo, Chuong 4 Phép, (V) (45) Rohitassa (1) -
http://thuvienhoasen.org/p15a1235/pham-04-06

(8) Ban Anh van. Tittha Sutta -
http://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/an/an03/an03.061.than.html
Ban Viét nglr. Kinh Tang Chi B§. Chuong Ba Phap - 61.- S¢ y xt:
http://thuvienhoasen.org/p15a1067/pham-05-07

(9) Ban Anh van. Paccha-bhumika Sutta -
http://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/sn/sn42/sn42.006.than.html

Ban Viét ngit. Kinh Tuong Ung. V1. Nguoi Dat Phuong Tay hay Ngudi Da Chét (S.iv,311) --
http://thuvienhoasen.org/p15a712/42-chuong-viii-tuong-ung-thon-truong

(10) Ban Anh van. No. 543.: Bhiridatta-Jataka - http://www.wisdomlib.org/buddhism/book/the-
jataka-volume-vi/d/doc80724.html

Bén Viét ngit. Kinh Tién Than Dirc Phat. 543. CHUYEN BAC DAI TR BHURIDATTA --
http://thuvienhoasen.org/a6654/chuong-xxii-dai-pham-tt

(11) Ban Anh van. Subha Sutta -

http://tipitaka.wikia.com/wiki/Subha_Sutta %28Majjhima_Nikaya%29

Ban Viét ngir. Kinh Trung B 99. Kinh Subha - http://thuvienhoasen.org/a919/99-kinh-subha-
subha-sutta
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